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Americans generally know that abortions happen, but the reality of abortion is kept
out of sight and, for most, largely out of mind. To acknowledge that abortions do
occur does not require any actual knowledge of the numbers of abortions performed
and the scale of the catastrophe. News reports that emerged in recent days will make
that evasion harder to justify.

The New York Times reported on January 6, 2011 that the abortion rate in New
York City is about 40 percent of all pregnancies. That means that no less than four
out of every ten pregnancies in that city are terminated by abortion. That statistic is
horrific, leading a group of New York religious leaders to describe the abortion rate
as “chilling.”

Of even greater magnitude is the abortion rate among African-Americans in New
York City — a rate of almost 60 percent. This means, of course, that far more black
babies are aborted than are born. How is it that black church leaders are so silent on
this murderous assault on unborn African-American babies?

The Guttmacher Institute recently reported that the national abortion rate is 22 percent. Two out of every ten pregnancies
in America end in abortion.

The enormity of the abortion rate in America underlines the fact that abortion is anything but rare. Over 1.2 million
abortions were performed in the United States in 2008, the last year with full numbers reported.

This means that abortion is taking place in your neighborhood and in mine. The abortion rate in New York City
staggers the moral imagination, but the abortion rate nationwide is itself “chilling.”

We are a murderous people, and the blood of the innocent cries out for justice.

Thus says the Lord: “A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children;
she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.” Jeremiah 31:15

Paul Vitello, “Religious Leaders Call for New Efforts to Lower the City’s ‘Chilling’ Abortion Rate ,” The New York
Times, Thursday, January 6, 2011.
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