D

78

EVOTED TO THE CAUSE OF BIBLE TRUTH.

IDAY. $YANUARY., 1,

1873. NUMBER 4.

) JOSTREIR
Wesmengey of Jrears,

Dr. J. E. GOODSON,
Editor and Proprictor,

To whom all Comnunications mast be Addressed.

Printed and Published by )
E. M. Baxter & Company,

No. 31 Rollins Street.

[Cunt[//uc:/ﬁ‘a//zpagf‘;\y‘1
you;” and it was his good confession
before the Roman Governor, who ask-
cd him if he was a king, “My King-
dom is not of thisworld.” Themisap-

selves to be great oncs, insomuch,
that if it were possible, they would
deceive the very'elect; but it +is ot
possible that the people of God should
be finally and irretrievably deceived
by such.  Thty must take heed, how-
ever, that they be not. deceived, and
fall not from their own stcadfastness.
They are to be called children in mal-
“ice, but in understanding t be men.
. - Thecardinal érror of modern mil-
lenarians, appears to originate in the
confidence with which they ‘maintain
and promuigate their views of the
prophecies -~ relating to the future.
Those who do not agree >with them,
they regard as not holding the¢  truth,
and on this ground, some, sepcrate

prehension, or rejection, of this divine
truth, has been the fruitful source of
error, of superstition, and intolerance.

The writer must not be misunder-
stnod in making these observations
a5 if he m want to insinuate, that those
who hold the doctrines he has been
controverting, are insincere, or hollow
professors of Christ—on the contrary,
he is acquainted ivith many whom he
knows to be Christians,and who truly
love and serve the Lord Christ; but
their sincerity is no evidence of their
being right, as to their expectations
on these subjects ;' and whether they,
or we, are correct in-our views, it 1s
needful to guard against mistakes ;
and to remember, that the common
infirmity of humanity is to be carried
away with carnal glosses of spiritual
and divine subjects.

In connection with these very reve-
lations, our Saviour cautioned his
disciples, Luke xx1, §, “Take heed
that ye bc not deceived; for many
shall come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and the time draweth near;
go ye not therefore after them.”

The excited - imaginations which
so much prevailamong modern millen-
arians, place them in the very attitude
in which such impostures, as false
prophets, or teachers, would " delight
to find them ; and would present them
an casy prey to their artful machina-

‘themselves from the cliurches of Christ.
They sct up e interpretation of the
Scriptures as e truth; and this inre-
gard to unfulfilled prophecies ; while
many of them would find it a hard
task to prove the verification of the
prophecics, il Y/CoS aclnosledged
to have been fulfilled in times past.
This error would be corrected, by
yeilding due attention to the apostolic
rule laid down in 2nd. Peter, 1, 20,
“Knowing this first, that no prophecy
of the scripture is of any private inter-
pretation;” or,asit mightbe rendered,
“Knowing this first, that every proph-
ecy of scripture is not made of self
interpretation,” that is, they do not
give their own solution ; which will
only be fully discerned, when the
events justify the truth of the predic-
tions. The fulfillment of prophecy is
the test to which all interpretations of
scripture mustbe submitted. Besides,
there is a reason -given for this rule,
verse 21.:. “For the prophecy .came
not at any time by the will ‘of man;
but the holy men of God spoke, in-
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spired by the Holy Ghost,”” conse-
quently, as they werc not the authors

dium of communicating the divine
mysteries, it was necessary for the
prophets themselves to study, and to
endeavor to understand their own
writings, and this, we are informed by
the same Apostle, in his first cpistle

tions. In the latter day we are to ex-
pect many who will come, assuming
great pretensions; and boasting them-

the prophets did. “They -~
and séarched dilliger*’
It was not o™

1)
aaye.

.ven to the prophe
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of the prophecies, but merely the me--

understand the whole of their prophe-
cies. Daniel said, “I heard, but I
understood net,” -and” the reason s,
“the words are closed 1p,- and sealed
unto the end of time.” = Until;’ there-
forc, these mysteries of God - are fin-
ished, the obscurity - of unfulfilled
prophecy cannot be cxpected to. be
altogether removed. The Lord has
shown His wisdom and- prudence. in
the manner in which the. prophecies
arc given ; for whilst a ca reful exami-
nation-of them will infallibly rebuke
the arrogance of dogmatic pretensions,
it will also reward the diligence of the
humble and prayerful-student.

The Lord -has shown His mercy
towards the children of men, in the
statements given in His word of the
way of salvation; here therc is no
room for anything but wilful crror;
“the wayfaring man, though a fool,
shall not err thercin,” for “if any man
do his will; he shall know of the doc-
That

| trinz, whether it be of God.”
' the rcader may enjoy this expertment-
al acquaintance with the testimony of
God, is the prayer of the writer, and
if anything he has written may lead
anyone to desire this experience, he
will be amply recompensed.

&

Macowms, I, Dec 8, 1874.
I DER sk I GoopsoN—2LDear
Brother -—1 received and read
fhe first number of the Messenger of
Prace, with interest, since which I have
been absent from home nearly all the
time, until last evening, and on my
return 1 found the second number,
on hand, presenting a very respectable
appearance, and I hope to find its
contents in harmony with its title.

I herewith send you the subscrip-
tion price and postage, for one year,
though I am paying for three other re-
ligious papers of our denomination

In this brief gree*”

your B5t

B
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religious delusion sent. broad-cast
through the land, by the press, and of
the importance of our availing our-
selves of the same medium through
which to disseminate Gospel truth, as
well as from the pulpit.

To the readers of the Messenger, 1

. would say, that few of them, perhaps,
are less able to support a paper, than
the writer, and that nearly any one can
raise the small sum of one dollar and
twenty cents, and no other use of the
money would probably return you so
much enjoyment of soul.

Whether the Messenger will live,
prosper, and be what the Primitive
Baptists of the West need, will de-
pend upon the extent of their patron-
age, and the matter they furnish for
its columns, more than upon what an
individual editor can do.

I herewith sendto you, dear brother
and to the readers of your paper, the
Christian greeting of an unworthy
brother, in hope of immortality,

I. N. VANMETER.

Ray County, Mo.,
: *Dec. 6, 1874.

IRST Saturday in December, A.

D, 1874, by order of Crooked

River church, a presbytery was called

to assemble, for the consideration of

the propriety of ordaining brother R.

M. Ogle to the work of the gospel
ministry.

The church met, and meeting was
opened with praise and prayer by Eld.
Allen Sisk,and preaching by Eld.'S. E,
Odell, at the conclusion of which, it
was found that the brethren had not
all got in, that had been invited by
the church to attend; it was resolved
by the church, to put the matter off
until Sunday morning at ten o’clock,
at which time the church convened,
and meeting was opened with praise
and prayer, by Eld. S. E. Odell, after
whichi the following Elders were in-
vited to sit as a presbytery, to-wit :
Isaac Odell, William F. Brown, Simon
E. Odell, and Allen Sisk; Elder Isaac
Odell was chosen moderator, and
Elder Allen Sisk, clerk of the presby-
tery. The presbytery being thus or-

ganized, the church presented brother
R. M. Ogle to the presbytery for ex-
amination and ordination, if they saw
fit so to do.

Elder Isaac Odell then proceeded
to ask brother Ogle to give his views
on some of the most prominent points
of doctrine, contained in the gospel,
and the exercise of his mind in regard
to his call to the work of the ministry,
which questions, ' brother Ogle an-
swered to the satisfaction of the pres-
bytery; at the conclusion of which,
it was unanimously agreed by the
presbytery, to proceed to the ordina-
tion, in the following order to-wit:
Laying on of hands, by the presbyte-
ry, ordination prayer, by Elder W. T,
Brown; then Elder Allen Sisk took
the stand, and proceeded to give the
charge; at the close of his remarks,
Elder W. T. Brown was called upon
to preach to the people, which he
proceeded to do, taking for his subject
‘the first verse of the twelfth chapter
of Romans, and for one hour he held
the congregation spell bound, pouring
forth the gospel of Jesus Christ, in a
.straif] of revérential eloque?;lce thatwas
seldom ever equaled, and hardly ever
surpassed, when we consider that it
come from one'so young. When he
had closed his remarks, Elder 1. Odell
followed, in one of hiswarm exhorta-
tions for about thirty minutes, then the
brethren and sisters partook of the
communion of the Lord’s supper—
the hand of fellowship was then ex-
tended, and truly it wasa day of re-
joicing, and the briny tears that
trinkled down the cheeks of the breth-
ren and sisters only bespoke the emo-
tions of the hearts that was inflamed
by God’s love, and truly it might be
said, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in
unity.

The congregation was somewhat
disappointed, as it was expected that
Elders Pollard, and Penny, would be
in attendance ; and should these breth-
ren have reached the meeting, there
would have been seven preachers
present; and the writer of this article,
would have been the second oldest of

the seven, which are all young men
in the ministry, except Elder I.Odell,
who is somewhat advanced in years.
I have had the pleasure of being pres-
ent and participating in the ordination
of these young brethren, to-wit: W.
T. Brown, W. J. Pollard, J. C. Penny,
S. E, Odell, and R. M. Ogle, and your
unworthy brother has only served as
an Elder since 1866.

These brethren are all sound in the
faith, and agree in testifying that
Jesus is the way, the truth and the
life.

It is true that some great and good
men have, in the last few years, fallen
in Israel. Brother Wolverton, brother
Searcy, and brother Tillery are all
gone to the spirit land. Brother Hill
and brother Turnage are just on the
verge of eternity, their warning voices
are heard no more on earth, crying,
“Behold the Lamb of God that taketh
away the sin of the world;” their la-
bors have ended, but God will never
leave Himself without a witness. He
has raised up young men, in the place
of those old brethren,that have, passed
and are passing away ; who are hum-
ble but bold in declaring the truth,
never compromising, always and at
all times, and under all circumstances
contending earnestly for the faith once
delivered to the saints; confronting
error when and wherever it presents
itself; proclaiming salvation by grace,
to the exclusion of all works and
means of men-made institutions, con-
tending that the Old School Predes-
tinarian Baptist church, is the church
of Jesus Christ, and that none has
a right to administer the ordination of
God’s house, only those who are of
the house hold of faith.

ALLEN SISK.

®

STURGEON, Mo.
Nov. 30, 1874.

LDER J. E. GoopbsoNn—Dear
Brother:—1 have just received the
Messenger of Peace, and 1 have exam-
ined its pages, and I can assure you
that T am well pleased. I will pen a
few thoughts for your valuable paper,
and if you deem them worthy, you

i —
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can publish them, and if not, lay them
aside,.

Our blessed Lord, who “purchased
the Church with his own blood,” man-
ages all things in heaven and earth,
with unrestricted authority.  His
power, and His word, are most terri-
ble, but the believer can have no reason
to fear his unchangeable Friend, for he
will communicate those discoveries
and consolations to him, which are
kept secret from all others. Ps. 25th
chap., 14th verse.

The finalsalvation of the righteous,
and the final prevalence of the true
religion on earth, are engaged for, by
the same unfailing word of the Lord;
and though the time shall not be yet,
we have solid grounds to conclude
that the sounding of the trumpet is
near at hand, when glorious scenes
will be exhibited. Very soon, how-
ever, to us, time shall be no more ;
but, if we are true believers, a happy
eternity will follow, and we shall look
down from heaven to behold and re-
joice in the triumphs of Christ. Breth-
ren let us seek our instructions from
the Lord, and obey His orders, daily
meditating on his word for nourish-
ment, to our own souls, and then de-
claring it to those around us, according
to the duties of our several stations.

My Brethren, it is important for us
all, continually to be reminded of death
and judgment, and of that discrimina-
tion of character which will soon be
made.

Immense multitudes of infidels, and
Pharisees, are thronging the broad
road to destruction. But this is not
all. Alas! a portion even of those
who appear to be followers of Christ,
and are, externally admitted to the
communion of the Saints, will be found
foolish virgins, having, indeed, the
lamp in their hand, but no grace in
their hearts.

With what diligence and fervent
prayer, should we then examine our-
selves, whether we be in the faith!
How fearful of being deceived, where
so much is at stake. Itis indeed to
be lamented, that whilst the heavenly

Bridegroom tarries, even true Chris-
tians are too apt to be drowsy, and
inattentive ; yet, notwithstanding all
defects on the one hand, and all fair
appearances on the other, there is an
essential difference between the weak-
est believer, and the most specious
hypocrite. This something appears,
even here. The unexpected sommons
of death, may throw the christian into
alarm, but proceeding without any
delay to trim his lamp, the grace
which before lay almost dormant,
shines forth more bright. Brethren,
let us ever be upon our watch, for we
know not, even the day, or the hour,
when our Lord cometh.

Brother, in conclusion, I will say to
you, send me the Messenger of Peace.

Your brother in Christ,
E. M. Youna.

@

Casky, Guthrie County, Iowa,
Dec, 10th, 1874.

HOPE to be able to send another

list shortly. T feel sure that if

myself and family liad been well, so as

to give me the chance to look around

as I desired, the above list would have

been at least doubled. Man may pro-

pose, and God will dispose according
to his unchanging purpose.

My prayer is that the Messenger
may take permanent root downward,
so as to defy opposition, and bear
fruit upward to the joy,peace,and pros-
perity of God’s weak children, and oh,
may its editor be endowed with wis-
dom from on high to write, and select
matter for the Messenger, so as to not
only make it welcome to the home of
all Baptists, but may it reach the
home of many deluded christians,
and with the blessing of God assist
them to come out of Babylon, and af-
filiate with God’s chosen, and peculiar
people. O/ brethren, come to the res-
cue and lend a helping hand; let us
lielp the good enterprise with purse
and pen ; may the good Lord be with,
and lead all his children in the path of
duty.

Yours in much weakness,

E. W. Moorz.

Newark, Knox County, Mo.,
Dee. 6, 1874.
EAR Broraer Goopson :—1I have
received two .numbers - of the
Messenger of Peace, and must say, I
am pleased with its contents; and do
hope you may be sustained in the
publication of the same; and that it
may prove a blessing to the house-
hold of faith. Enclosed, please find
one dollar, to pay for one year's sub-
scription, and I will endeavor to ob-
tain some subscribers for the, Messen-
ger, when I have time to look around
and see what I can do.

I wish you could, at some conven-
ient time, come and preach for us, at
Looney’s Creek Church, and also at
Newark. I think at some future time
I will try and write something for the
Messenger, in regard to the way in
which the Lord brought me to see
myself a poor sinner, and enabled me
by faith, to rejoice in the God of my
salvation.

May the Lord bless you,. my dear
brother, is the prayer of one of the
least of all saints, if one at all.

M. P. PIERCE.

@

CyNTHIANA, Ind., Dec. 14, 1874.
EAR BroruER Goopson:—I now
resume my narrative, after leav-
ing Moberly, where I enjoyed myself
with brother Bothwell and the dear
brethren and sisters. T left on Mon-
day for Thompson Station, where I
was met by our dear brother, A. F.
Dudley, with whom I staid that night,

and next day, (Tuesday,) tried to .

preach to the church at Mexico,and
Wednesday, at 1 A. M. took the
train to St. Louis; after the transfer
over the river, took the Evansville
train for home, arriving at- my depot
at 6 r. M., and the next morning reach-
cd my home and found all well.

And now, dear brother, I desire to
return my sincere thanks to the great
Head of the Church, for His mercies
displayed to me during a tour of
nearly seven weeks; and to the dear
brethren among whom I tarried dur-
ing that time. May God Almighty
bless them for their kindness and at-
tention to me. Farewell in the Lord.

I remain your unworthy brother in
the Gospel of Christ,

Joun H. GAMMON.




MYEAR Curistiax READERS OF THE
i J MusseNGER oF PEACE —As the
Lord in his providence, has laid upon
me,hisafflicting hand,that Iam obliged
to keep my room for a while, I feel this
is the oppertunity to write some
things that have been on my mind for
some time,

I feel myself to be very weak, and
unable to write anything for publica-

tion; I must confess [ have been very

rebellious for I have often said in my
heart, as Moses did, when the Lord
wanted to send him to the children of
Israel; “Oh my Lord, send, I pray
thee, by the hand of him whom thou
wilt send, Exodus, 1v ch. and 13 verse;
but don’t send by me, for I am such
a poor ignorant creature, I will only
make confusion” of it;” so said my
heart; butl could not rest. IfI went
to social prayer meeting, T felt as if
I wished to say something ; but I
would bring up Moses’ excuse again,
I am slow of speech, and slow of
tongue, how can I talk? IfI could
only tallz like some of the sisters, I
would not mind trying; so I would
come away, fecling dissatisfied with
myself and say, well, the next time I
go I will say something ; but the next
time it would be harder than ever, $o
I tried to give it up, and think it not
right for women to tall, for Paul says,
“Let your women keep silence in the
churches”” "I was very willing, for
my part, to keep silent; but I could
not rest, it would keep coming up in
my mind, that T must tell something
I hoped the Lord had done for me.

—

These words were on my mind for
a long while, “When thou art convert-
ed strengthen thy brethren.”” This
distressed me very much, for T could
not understand what the Lord would
have me do; but I could not get rid
ofthe words, and when even I thought
of doing anything, it was to tell my
past experience.

Since I have belonged to the Old
School Baptists, I often think of Bun-
yan's Pilgrim’s . Progress, and fear
sometimes, I did not come in at the
wicket gate,but climbed up some other
way, and so am a thief and a robber.
Those who have read Pilgrim's Pro-
gress, recollect that Christian met a
good many in the way that did not
come in by the wicket gate, that
thought they were safe as if they had
come that way. I have often been
anxious to know, if I had commenced
the journey right. And now I will
try, if the Lord will help me, to tell
you how I commenced, and have got |

along on my journey, and let you be
the judges.

If 1 am in the right way, I will re-
peat one verse of a hymn of Hart’s,
which expresses my thoughts on ex-
perience better than I can.

This pardon some receive at first,
And then compelled to fight,
They feel their later stages worst,
And travel much by night.

That has been my experience, for
when I was first under exercise of
mind, it was not long beforc I found
pcace, as I hoped; But I did not {ind
it till I saw the Saviour on the cross,
and then like Christian, I lost my
burden; old things passed away, and
all things seemed to be new, for while
nature ncver looked so lovely, all
things seemed to be praising God.
Soon after, I joined the Presbyterian
Church, and lived several years satis-
fied, thinking they were all right.
Gradually I began to be’ dissatisfed,
it seemed, when I went to church, I
was not satisfied, I wanted to hear
something, I hardly knew what; but
their preaching did not satisfy me.

Providentially 1 got to sece the
Stgns of the Times, an Old School
Baptist paper, which I like very much,
the letters in it suited me on experi-
ence. I did not know much about the
Old School Baptist then, as there was
none where I was living; but I soon
moved to where I heard Baptist
preaching. T could see a great differ-
ence from what I had been hearing.
Inabout a year after I joined the Bap-
tist church.

My object in writing this, is not to
tell how I became a Baptist, but what
[ experienced after I joined them: but
I could not get at it without giving a
little of my former experience.

I have heard several of our Baptist
preachers say, if T have understood
them right, that after we once received
peace and pardon of sin, we never felt
the burden of guilt again, that may
have been their expericnece, but I do
not think all experiences are alike, as
I will relate some of my feelings and
let you judge. ‘

Sometime after T joined the Old
Baptists, I had a severe sickness, and
I thought one day Iwas dying. I
was all alone, and as soon as I recov-
ered some, I got to thinking about
dying; -and suppose I had died then,
would it have been well with me.
Now T had never thought much
about dying before; but now such
a horror came, over me I cannot

describe, I could not rest, day or night |

T

for fear I should die; many other
troubles came into my mind, till 1 was
in such distress I knew not what to
-do; it seemed like a horror of great
darkness was about me, a darkness
that could be felt, I felt afraid of God
for T realized He was so holy and I
was so wicked, that I dare not take
His name upon my polluted lips. And
yet I could not help crying to God for
relief; now and then I would have
a promise come into my mind, that
would comfort me for a while.

I used to read all the experiences I
could find, to sce if there was anyone
just like me; but I never could find
any just like me, and I began to think
I was alone. I used to find some
comfort in reading Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s
Progress; I thought I was in the val-
ley with Christian, where all those
hobgoblins and terrible things he saw
were, or with him in doubting castle,
ready to dispair of ever getting out,

and thus I continued in that state -

of mind for several years. Iattended
a Baptist Association, the second one
I ever attended, the Fall of 1865, I
think, these words were on my mind
for some time before I went to the
Association, “come up higher,” 1
thought that meant, I was not going
to live long for I had very poor health.

it was the last one I should ever at-
tend; the first and second days of the
meeting passed away, and I could not
hear any ofthe preaching to profit me,
Oh! I thought, is there one crumb for
me! mustI go away without any com-
fort, I enjoyed being with the breth-
ren and sisters; but I wanted to enjoy
the preaching. Seme of the preach-
ers on the stand, sang a piece which I
thought I never heard anything <o
sweet as it was.
We speak of the realms of the blest,
Of that country so bright and so fair,

And oft of its glories confess,
But what must it be to be there.

The last day of the Association
came, and I hoped I would receive
some comfort from the preaching that
day; the first and second sermons
were preached, and I remained as
hard and cold as ever, the last one
got up, and before he had got far in
his sermon, I was completely melted
down. Oh! how glad I was, the Lord
had condescended to give me a crumb
if it was the last, that I did not go
away without some token of good. I
went on my way rejoicing for a shoit
time; but I soon got as dark as ever.

About that time it was impressed on

— ]

I went to the Association expecting,’
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my mind to write some of my religious |  5th. verse. slavish fears; for when ave been

feelings; but I was very reluctant to
do it, 7 kept putting it off, thinking
I could not write anything that could
do any good, and [ did not like to

disclose my secret thoughts; but the |

thought pressed upon me, and I could
not get rid of it, so I told my husband
and he got me some paper, and told
me I had better write what was on my
mind. So I did write my early ex-
perience ; but with much reluctance,
I felt I was very weak and ignorant;
but I was still in a very dark and
gloomy state of mind.

I began to have fits of jealousy, I
heard others call the Saviour their
dear LLord, and dear Saviour; but I
had stood back and received the Sa-
viour with awe, as if too holy to be
so familiar; but now I began to long
to call Him my dear Saviour. I will
never forget one day, sitting in my
room by the window and looking out
in the street; I saidto myself, I would
give the world, if it were mine, to
know that the Saviour was mine and
I was His. My heart was almost
broken; I so longed to call the Sa-
viour mine. It was not long after
this that the Lord gave me deliverance.
I was reading William Huntingdon's
Posthumous letters (a book I very
much prized) which seemedto comfort
me, and just as I was going to bed,
these words came into my mind, “my
peace I give unto you, not as the world
gives, give I unto you,” I said, Oh
Lord, thatis the peace I want, I don’t
want the peace the world gives.

That night I had a view of the Sa-
viourin the garden, suffering fm‘ me;

I then saw Him as my Qﬂ'loa.
ing for my sins, I could then say my

lcar Saviour, and like Thomas, say
my Lord and,my God, He was to me
th2 one altogether lovely, the one to
be desired above ten thousand. These
words in Solomon’s song scemed very
precious to me, and I have always ad-
mired them very much ever since, as
it gives such a beautiful description of | a
Christ and his church. ,I could now

indeed go on my way rejoicing, with
such company as my bmr;ou*- neat

and I could call him by all the endear-

ing names in Solomon’s song, and in-
deed He never left me Jon ‘t, at a time
for about a ear, He seemed to be al-
ways near me, in all my {.xoub’x;: and
sorrows I could go to him and find
a present help in every time of need;
but since then how many dark days
and sore temptations have come over
me, that I feel asthe hymn expresses i

t.11 have

So far from God, 1 seem to lie,
That often I'm constrained to cry,
I fear at last that I shall (all,

For, if'a saint, I'm least of all.

8th.
- My nature is so prone to sin,
And all my dutics so unclean,
© That when I count up all the cost,
Without free gracel know I'm lost.

verse.

I have been very much distressed
lest I should bring disgrace upon the

cause of Christ, I

for I have had sore

and bitter temptations, it secmed as
if Satan has tried me on every side,
till like David, I shall
surely one day
Saul ; but these
been \mth me in
have

1 have said

words have always
my temptations, and
great comfort, that
we are kept by the power of God, yes
I know I have been kept by a power
stronger than my own, and I fes]l I
need keeping cvery moment of my

given me

mine.
Guide me, Oh, Thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through a barren land.
I am weak but Thou art mighty,
Hold me with thy powerful hand,
Bread of Heaven
Fcc_‘d me till I want no more.

But I cannot say it has been all
darkness with me; now and then I
have a lift by the way, sometimes
under the preaching of the gospel,
sometimes in reading some good book;
but oftener whe 11 none but God was

has ¢ ¢ prom
gwe me joy and com-
and sometimes
He 1a
And
No chariot of Aminadalb,
The heavenly rapture can describe,

neat,
my heart
c

tort,

1ices my soul ere I'm aware,

dh(ms me where His glories are,

I can soar above all
trouble and sorrow; but those happy
1ays arc of short duration. I must
go down into the valley again to learn
15 were

E
Then for a tame

el

These words
mind, “Tribulation worlk-

)

etl pitmux, and patience experience,
and experience hope;” but I never
1 rightly understand how tribula-

could ri
tion worketh patience, as it se
to me, I am so impatient under
that my will could be brought
more in subjection to His divine will;
but I have been so rebellious I wonder
the Lord has not cut me off, or left me
to my idols. I have heard some say
that christians never have slavish fears.
thought at times, I have

Oh,

fall by the hand of

life, this hymn is a great favorite of

se come 111to |

| strength be.”

ISk

rebellious, and disobedient, and have
lost sight of the Saviour, I have been
afraid that the Lord \\'oul d se 1 some

terrible calamity upon me, nnd { have
been afraid to bow the knee, or take
His holy name upon my polluted lips;
which often malkes mec think I do not
belong to the Lord's people, or 1
would not have such terrible thoughts.
and then my heart sinks within me,
for if I do not belong to these people,
who, I do think somectimes I love,
where shall T go? 1 cannot go back
to the world, It has no joys for me,
though it is often tempting me with
its uddu'mrr pleasures; bm I know it

has no solid comforts.

"Tis religion that can give
Sweetest pleasures while we live,
"Tis religion must Cuvm])

Solid comfort when we die.

I have oftcu been anxious to know

if it would be well with me \VhC‘l 1
come to die, hoping sometimes it
would, but 'fc:riw it would not. 1

i

have often thought, if it \\oulrl be well
with me after death I should not be
afraid todie, as the poet has said:

When I can read my title clear

To mansionsin the skies,

T'll bid farewell to every fear
And wipe my w
But I suppose I want dying grace
to live by, and the Lord lias not prom-
sed that, for he told his desciples to
pray, “give us this day our daily
bread.” Oh! if we could be satisfied
with our daily bread, and trust the
Lord for “the future, how much hap-
i re would be; but I am always
wanting to see what 1s before me in
the future, fearing it will be something
I can 1|ot heal, forgetting the Lord has
said, “asthy days incrcase so shall thy
' Surely goodness and mer-
cy lm~ followed me all the days of my
The Tord has

esping eyes.

life. been very good to
1"1»‘, ind I desire to raise my ebenczer
y His praisefor His long suffering to-

‘vmd me, who has been so rebell
Itis the goodnes of God
to repentance, and I, like Job, so
times abhor myself for my lnb
itude; when I would do good,
is present with me, for the

HOUS,:

that lr:ad 5 WS

rat-
evil

vod 1

)

would do, I do net, and the cvil I
would not do, I do, till T am made to

ne I am, who shall
of sin and

cry Oh'l \‘\'rchhf d
deliver me {from il‘un body
death, But,
Thus tar the Lord has led me on,

Thus far His power prolongs my days.

Tor sometime past I have been in

E——
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MACON, MISSOURI,
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 1875.

Dr. J. E. GOODSON, Editor.

THE NEW YEAR.

X ITH the ushering in of another
/ year,we send forward the fourth
number of our Messenger of Peace.
Now that a new year commences, with
each of our lives, we are reminded of
the fact, that we have one year less,
to remain on earth, than we had, when
we greeted the coming of the first of
the year 1874.

The passing away of the old year,
and commencement of the new, affords
a fitting opportunity for overlooking
our lives respectively, to see what
customs or habits, may be profitably
dropped, or left off, as well as to see
what omissions or failures may be
supplied. There are none of us so
perfect, but that we may find in our
every day life, many omissions or
neglect of things, which we should
have done; while at the same time,
there are other things, which we have
dione, that had better not have been
done. Now at the commencement of
a new date, would it not be profitable
for all of us, to give our lives a perfect
overhauling, to see where amendments
or improvements may be made, to
our advantage, and that of our neigh-
bors. We are all ready to overhaul
our houses, and gardens, and our
farms, at least omce in each year, for
the purpose of repairing any defect,
that may befound, The streets of our
towns and cities, are constantly watch-
ed, with the eye of vigilance and any
imperfection found there, is at once
amended or repaired.

Our wearing apparel, also under-
goes many a critical examination, for
the purpose of removing any rent that
may be found; or any soiling, that
may have taken place, is at once re-
moved.

But we seem to forget that we have

a life to live, in the world, and that
the world is good or bad, just as we
make our lives good or bad. There
are but few persons who seem to think
that they are responsible for half the
evil which prevails in the community
in which they live. We are often made
to wonder, how society is as good as
it is; when we see almost every one
looking after the affairs of their neigh-
bors, to the néglect of their own, (of
course wé mean socially). Could it
be expected, for anyone to have their
own work well done, if it was known,
that half their time was spent in work-
ing for their neighbors. How then
can we expect to have a good com-
munity, when the individuals compos-
ing it are rermiss, in all the social qual-
ities, which go to make good society.
What does the world say ? Yes, what
ought it to say, of the professed chris-
tians, who seem to put great stress on
their religion; but fail to put in prac-
tice, what they profess? It is too of-
ten the case, that we select one par-
ticular sizz, an evil, in the world, spend
all our energies against that evil, not
unfrequently, committing other of-
fences, equally reprehensible, with
those which we are professing to put
down. The Apostles complained ofthis
in their time, that while some preached
against intoxication, they got drunk
themselves; while they declared against
idols, they committed sacrilege them-
selves, etc., etc. Now the same
practices are as common as then. We
sometimes take a stand against some
evil practice of our neighbor, either
real or imaginary, and while making
wonderful efforts, to put down our
neighbor’s wrong doings, we do other
wrongs, of equal magnitude.

The present age seems to be an
age of gossips, and evil speaking.
Some one seems to think, that some
one else, has taken, or is about to take
some step which would be very wrong.
Of course all may beimagination; but
an imagination put into circulation, is
the same, yes, ten times worse than if
it was real. Some omne sees things
that they don’t understand, and so of
course, it is all wrong, and the neigh-

bors must know it, and help to watch
and so Meddlesome gets Credulous,
to assist in giving warning all around
and one whispers to another, each one
adding to the story, just a few words,
which they are sure, was forgotten by
by theirinformant. So a small matter,
in fact no matter at all, is made a mat-
ter of, by a few meddlesome gossips,
talking (of course) confidentially,
about the affairs of their neighbors.

In one instance, a case occurred,
which is only one of a million, like
this: A man of business, settled in a
village, commenced a business, for a
time was very much liked by all the
neighbors; after a year or so, when
every effort to ascertain his standing
or the amount of his capital had failed,
rumor began to circulate, that he had
no means of his own ; but was doing
business on borrowed capital. Before
this, he had no trouble, to get any ac-
comodation from the bank, in the
town in which he lived, and although,
he had always been punctual to the
letter ; now his banker began to look
a little suspicious, and did not respond
to his calls as readily as formerly;
this was soon found out, and became
the topic - of conversation in certain
circles, that M— could not get any
more money from the bank. Said
another, “I knew there was something
wrong, he put on too much. All he
wanted was to get a good pile, and
then he would see, how they would
come out.” “That’s what I told them,”
would chime in another. So without
the least knowledge ofanything,wrong
this man’s reputation was cried down,
as a man of business; his customers
began to drop off, until he was com-
pelled to wind up and leave the place,
without knowing why his business
had so fallen off.

But how much worse is it for lying
tattlers to attack the character, or rep-
utation of their neighbors, and by
hints, and winks, cause others to sus-
picion something terribly wrong, when
in truth, no one knows any thing
against the reputation of the parties
thus injured. In many instances, one
person attends to his or her own bus-
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iness in their own way, when some
malicious, envious neighbors, conclude
that they ought to have been consult-
ed, about many things, concerning,
their neighbor’s business, and because
this was not done, the motives of
such neighbors are at once impugned,
the tongue, of slander, is at once, let
loose, to the injury of an innocent
party. It matters not how false a
story may be, nor how low its author
may be in the scale of truthfulness,
some will look after them.

We think now, at the commence-
ment of the New Year, that we would
all do well to look over the past, and
if we find that we have omitted any
plain duty, let us seta determined res-
olution to make amends, and see to it
that the ensuing year shall be better
spent than the last has been.

Let us all consider how much harm
we may have done, by neglecting a
few things, which might just as well
have been attended to. Let us also
consider, whether we have, by the
unguarded use of that little member,
which the Apostle James says, ‘“sets
the world on fire ofhell,” (the tongue,)
wounded the feelings, or injured the
reputation of a fellow creature. Let
us look back, and see whether we
have not told, in a very secret man-
ner, some little circumstance, about
which we really knew nothing at all,
which has been circulated to the injury
of some one, without any benefit to
ourselves. Nowifwe find any remiss-
ness in any of these particulars, let us
commence now, at the beginning of
the year, to reform and amend all
these things. Let us remember an-
other fact, which all sensible people
consider as well established, that is
this: the one who is always talking
about his neighbor’'s mis-steps, are
themselves, ninety-nine times in every
one hundred, guilty of all, of which
they accuse their neighbors.

The man with the stolen goods,
will cry. “stop thief,” for the purpose
of diverting attention from himself.
It is just as true of everything else.
It was a proverb among the ancient
Greeks, that “Miss Gossip always tells

on herself” meaning by this, that
what we were most ready to charge
our neighbors with, was what we were
guilty ofourselves. We,all in our own
experience, know, that those who are
always losing things by theft, need
watching themselves. It is also pro-
verbial, that the drunken man consid-
ers every one drunk but himself.

There is no better evidence of a
want of virtue, on the part of any
one, than to hear them alwaysharping
on the characters of others. And the
common proverb is, that “we should
set a thiefto catch a thief”

Let us, then, dear friends, one and
all, set our minds, to do as we would
have others do to us. If we want our
motives, and actions, scrutenized, and
impugned, we may be somewhat ex-
cusable, to treat them the same.
Let us recollect that we are not to
circulate a thing as a fact, unless we
know it to be a fact; we must know
a thing to be true, or we are not justi-
fiable in telling it. The man who
swears to a proposition as a truth,
must know it to be so, or he is
perjured, even if it should be as he
swears it to be. He must know it, or
he must not swear to it. Now let us
try, from this time forward, to leave
off all these foolish, sinful, and wicked
habits, show more of the spirit of our
Saviour in our lives, thus making our-
selves happy, by making those around
us happy. Not telling that which we
do not know to be true, (and what
may be true need not always be told,)
before we tell an evil report, let us
reflect a moment, and see who will be
benefitted by it; and if we find that
no one will be benefitted, nor the world
better, let us not ftell them. Then,
dear readers, in taking leave of you
on this New Year's morning, after
this short lecture, allow me to thank
you for your attention, and ask you
again to join with us in trying to make
the world better by making society
better, which can only be done by
making ourselves better.

If each of us will amend our lives,

and ways in all the particulars men-
tioned above, commencing now, at the

beginning of the year, we will find this
to be the happiest year of our lives.
Why can’t we all agree to this, and
each one of us put our part of it into
practice? It takes but one person to
reform society—that is, every onetoact
for themselves. In this case, no one
can act for another, but every one for
him or herself. We can have no
proxies or representatives, but each
must fill the scale for themselves
Thus our happiness for the year de-
pends on how we demean ourselves,
for in this sense every transgression
and disobedience will receive a just
recompense of reward.

It may be asked then, what shall
be done? Shall we allow all manner
of evil to go unreproved? No, in no
wise; but go to the person accused,
and tell them what you know, what
you believe, or what you surmise.
This is the rule laid down by our Sa-
viour himself, and conzequently is the
best rule to be adopted by Christians
or neighbors, and one seldom fails to
accomplish the object sought.

Let the parties who feel aggrieved,
or who believe that there is wrong-
doing on the part of others, say noth-
ing to any one, until they can see the
offender, face to face; then in the
spirit of love or friendship, tell them
what you have to say. If things are
as you have supposed, advise the
parties to cease from their evil con-
duct, showing them the impropriety
of an evil life, etc.

The parties will see, from your
manner of approaching them, and
from the fact you came to them first,
that you are their friend. Your ad-
monitions will be apt to be heard,
therebeing a double incentive to refor-
mation. The guilty party, if there is
one, will feel reproved, by having an
assurance that the matter will end
here.

In a large number of cases, this will
be the end of the whole matter, while
if the ordinary course is pursued, a
general neighborhood trouble is the
result. In case the matter should be
between Christians, the rule is so

plainly laid down in the 18th chapter
of Matthew, thatall may understand it.
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DenveR, Hancock Co., I11,,
Dec. 1, 1874.
LDER Goopson :—I will write-a
few lines for our new family pa-
per, the Messenger of Peace, whichis a
welcome messenger to us, and if you
have nothing more entertaining, I
will give you a sketch of my travels,
from natures ‘night, to the light of
God’s grace. I was born August 1T,
1844, in Houston township, Adams
County, Ill,, and like other boys, fond
of the vanities of this life, and looked
forward with the anticipation of soon
reaching manhood. In the spring of
1860, in the month of May, I was at
work in the field, and my mind be-
came seriously oppressed, with the
thought that I was a sinner. 1 felt
that it was necessary that I should re-
form, and to commence the work, I
thought it was necessary to ask God
for the forgiveness of my sins; and
on attempting to call on the name of
God, it appeared to me His character
was too holy, just, and good, for me
to take His name on my sinful lips;
so, my mind began to make the in-
quiry, what shall I do, or whither
flee to escape the vengeance due to
me.

Till now I saw no danger nigh ;
I lived at ease, nor feared to die.
But when, great God, thy light divine,
Had shone in this dark soul of mine,

Then I beheld with trembling the ter-
ror of thy holy law, nothing I could
do, or think, or say, gave me the least
relief. . ;

I read the promises of Jesus, but
they were not for such as I. Finally,
falling at the feet of my Saviour, I
gave up all, for lost, and sank in de-
spair.  O! awful thought! Death,
and eternity, before me, no hope, and
without God in the world.

" Leaving the field, one evening, I
looked at the rays, of the sun, as it
went out of my sight, seeming to bid
me adieu, forever. Never will I for-
get that night. Near about mid-night
there seemed to be a noise that spoke
to me, telling me God was able®to for-
give my sins. I fell asleep for I had
been in such distress, for one month,
nature clean gave way, for rest
When the light of morning came, it
seemed to me everything had under-
gone a change. All things were new.
I felt to sing praise to the name of
God for His unspeakable goodness,
and mercy. I feltlike I never should
sin any more in my life. I would de-

vote my life to His service, and at the

end of my race receive a crown of
unceasing glory. _

I felt I must tell my father of my
feelings, and when I came into his
presence, I did not know how to com-
mence. Time passed on till I became
fearful it was not best I should say
anything about it to him or anyone
else; so I resolved to never say any-
thing about it, But yet it was on my
mind, and tell it I must. Iconcluded
it was my duty to join the church,
and be baptized. But the temptations
of Satan suggested, you are deceived,
you are too young, not quite sixteen,
and the young people will laugh at
you. But I attended the Old School
Baptist church, Saturday, before the
third Sunday in- July, and when the
invitation was given, I went and offer-
ed my hand, and told what I hoped the
Lord had done for me, and was
ceived into fellowship, and was bap-
tized by Elder Castlebery.

While standing on the bank of the
creek,I could not help looking at many
of my schoolmates. Their counte-
nances seemed to be solemn, while
I felt like raising a warning voice to
them.

But in connection with my experi-
ence, if one at all, I will tell some-
thing of my further feeling, of the
great weight and burden of preaching,
those thoughts seem to be coupled
with the forgiveness of my sins, and
seem to fasten stronger, and stronger
on my mind.

Eight months arter I had joined
the church, the church, to my surprise,
told me they wished me to exercise
in their church. O! Whata thought.
To get up there before my brethren,
my father, and sisters, in the flesh.
But from time to time, I would try,
and resolve every time I would make
the attempt, I would never try any
more. I plead my unworthiness, told
my weakness, but all to no profit to
me. My brethrenwould receiveno ex-
cuse. Finally, for my encouragement,
they gave me a license, telling me to
go wherever God, in His providence,
might cast my lot to preach Christ,
the way, the truth, and the life. I
was constantly looking forward,
thinking when I had reached certain
points, and accomplished certain ob-
jects, I would then be ready, and
make no more apologies ; and to help
the matter along, I thought if I had a
companion, it would shelter me from
many drawbacks I was encountering.
= In 1863 I was married, hoping to

=
<

have all my difficulties removed ; but

to feed in the cold.

I was disappointed. I had no home,
I did not like to leave my wife, I could
not bear the thought of her going out
So it seemed my
road began to get harder, all the time.
My wife, being a member, and a lover
of the cause, sometimes would tell me
to go; nothing was in my way ; she
could do very ‘well ; so with aching
heart I would ge, leaving niy home
some time, feeling that I would
rather almost die than go, promising
that when I filled all my appointments
I would make no more.

I will here state that my ordination
took place in November, 1863. In
the fall of 1866, feeling and believing
that I never could bear the awful
thought of preaching. I thought I
would leave all my friends who were
insisting for me to preach; I would
make a sale and leave the State, and
go to Kansas. My wife consented to
my persuasion, and by my persuasion,
promised to never say anything about
it. T settled in Allen County, Kansas,
and bought us a farm, believing that
I was measurably freed from the task
of preaching. I became hungry for
gospel food. I wvisited the different
places and heard, but not what my
poor soul wanted. I thought of kind
brethren, my old father, who had
often encouraged me to bear the cross
and give vent to my mind.

There were three baptists in the
neighborhood where I settled. One
knew me before I went to the State.
He said he had helped to build a
schoolhouse with the understanding
whenever the Lord sent him a preach-
er, he was to share the use of the house
with him. - He insisted for an appoint-
ment. I submitted, and commenced
trying to hold up salvation by grace;
the first appointment, I well remem-
ber the text—“His name shall be
called Jesus, for He shall save His
people from their sins.” After I was
done and meeting was dismissed, two
brethren came up with dripping tears,
and saying, “that sounds like the old
bell.” It had been seven years since
that doctrine had been preached there.
There had been a church constituted
there by Elder Cecffee but had gone
down. He had left the state, and the
old church had been reorganized and
numbered seven. I learned there was
a church on Dry Wood, Bourbon
County, Kansas, 50 miles distant from
me. -1 visited them; they had a li-
censed preacher, and by their request
I laid hands on him; after which I
had the pleasure of seeing and hearing
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some of the Lord’s children tell what
the Lord had done for them.

Shortly after a church was consti-
tuted on Turkey creek, in the same
county, also one near the Osage mis-
sion in Neosha County, also one in
Green Wood County, making in all
five churches, three Elders, and one
licensed preacher. The county being
new, made it difficult to wvisit them.
Often in the Fall of 1869 my yife was
brought down to a bed of sickness, for
four months, and in February, the
twelfth day, 1870, we left our home,
to return to Illinois. Shortly after
our return, I met with an opportunity
of trading my property for a farm in
Ten Mile where I was raised, and am
now trying to preach among the
same churches I left. Surely, salva-
tion is of the Lord.

Brother Gobdson, having written
morce than I intended to, when I com-
menced, I submit it to your better
judgment. If I never see it, it will
be all right; if you give it a place in
your paper, please correct spelling.

Rice HARRIs.

SuAwNEE Mounp, Henry Co., Mo.,
Dec. 1st, 1874.

LDER GoovbsoN—Drcar Brother:

—1 havejust received the Messern-
seinger of Prace. 1 am very much
pleased with it indeed; and wish to
feel thankful to an allwise Providence
for the blessed privilege of reading its
contents, and hearing from the Bap-
tists, in the East, West, North, and
South.

May its circulation largely extend
abroad, and may it prove a blessing,
toall God’s dear children, especially
to the afflicted, both in body, and
mind. May they once more be made
to rejoice, and claim God as their
Lord, and Jesus Christas their Saviour.

May their heads be no more bowed
down; may faith spring up, and give
new life to theirsouls,and they be made
to cry out, bless the Lord, Ol my soul,
and all that is within me, bless His
holy name.

How often do I mourn over my
many imperfections, and wish to spend
my time more profitably. I look at
others that scem to go so smoothly
along, and wish it was thus with me.
I try to go forward, but cannot; then

I go backward, trying to console
myself, and find I have to remain just
where I am. I feel thatI have fallen
so far behind any of the dear Saints
of God, that I have almost lost sight
of them.

There is one thing that gives me
comfort, and that is this: I know I
do love the Baptist Brethren and
Sisters. For the Scripture says: “By
this ye may know that ye have passed
from death unto life : because ye love
the brethren.”

T once felt, that T was one of that
happy number. - I feared no evil, and
claimed the Lord, as my God. My
Faith was strong; I thought all was
well with me forever, and felt confi-
dent that my hope was built on Christ,
the rock of my salvation; my soul
was full of praise to God.

Jesus all the day long, was my joy,
and my song. Oh! my Father’s chil-
dren, was there ever love like "this.
What a change was wrought in this
poor sinner. Just a short time before

this, I viewed my condemnation just |,

in the sight of God, and gave up all
hopes of being saved. I thought my
case was an outside one. My time
was spent in grief. Sleep departed
from my eyes. Nothing could I do
to ease my mind.

I tried reading my bible—tried my
poor imperfect prayers; but all to no
purpose..  What a poor burdened sin-
ner, lost, ruined, condemned; moun-
tains, as it were, heaped upon me; no
relief could I find; not a friend on
earth, or in heaven; my cry was,
“Lord what must I do to be saved;”
what to do, I knew not; at last I
thought I would do everything in my
power, to not bother any more about
it. IfI perish, I must perish.
At this time another crash came
over me ; which almost drove me into
dispair. I surely must sink at last,
surely, surely, and be numbered with
the damned; but to my astonishment,
there came a small still voice, as tho’
some one had spoken to me, and said,
“stand still and see the salvation of
God.”

Oh! my beloved brethren and sis-

ters, never can I describe the love and
joy that filled my heart for a time;
often has my poor heart ached since
that time. Many, yes many have
been my trials since that time of great
rejoicing, I feel to say I care nothing
about the trouble in which I am called
to pass through, only let me be a
child of God, thisisall I want. I
knowin- this world, we shall have
many tribulations; but we want the
witness within, that we are born of
God; then patience can have her per-
fect work, and be enabled to bear up
under the heavy strokes that may
come upon her.

Now, my dear brethren and sisters,
I have told you some of my conflicts,
can I go with you, or follow after you,
to the Celestial City? If so, farewell
for the present.

Brother Goodson, it is now nearly
11 o’clock at night, I must stop; do
with this as you think best.

Mary F. WarLL.

WILLIAMSBURG, Mo.,

Nov. 26, 1874.
LDER J. E. GoobsoN—Dear
Brother:~—I1 felt glad indeed the
other day, when I went to the Post-
office, and found the Messenger of
Peace, which I had been looking for,
with much anxiety. I do hope it will
be kept up, as I think we stand in need
of such a paper as the Messenger. It
has done me good already and I feel

paid for subscribing for it.

As I looked over its pages, I read
peices from brethren whom I love
dearly. O! how much good it does
my poor soul, to read peices from such
brethren, and also to hear of the pros-
perity of churches, and other items of
May the Lord
God of Israel, who necither slumbers
nor sleeps, assist you by His grace;
and may your paper ever be laden
with those precious truths which re-
dound to the honor of God, and to
the comfort of His people, is my
prayer, for His ndme’s sake.

interest in our ranks.

-Yours, in Gospel bonds,
J.E. LEE.
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Mozserry, Mo., Dec. 16, 1874.
ROTHER Goopson :—According
to previous announcement, we
assembled in the Christian church, in
this city on Saturday, the sth inst.,
for the purpose of organizing an Old
School Baptist Church. We had
hoped to meetwitha number of preach-
ing brethren on the occasion, includ-
ing yourself, but were much disap-
pointed, in this respect, as none, save
our most esteemed brother, J. H.
Gammon, of Indiana, put in an appear-
ance. We, however, had the pleasure
of meeting, and mingling, with several
lay brethren from other churches;
among whom were our much-beloved
brother and sister Kingsnorth of your
city.

All things being ready, we proceed-
ed with the organization, under the
ministrations of Brother Gammon, who
was equal to the momentous duty
devolving upon him. From among
the brethren present, wine came for-
ward and announced themselves as
ready to go into the organization;
whereupon the following Declaration
of Faith, was read and unanimously
‘adopted, to wit:

I. We believe in one only true and
living God: the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Ghost.

II. We believe the Scriptures of
the Old and New Testaments are the
word of God, and the only rule of
Faith and practice.

III. We believe that God created,
and governs all things to His own
glory.

IV. We believe in the doctrine of
Original Sin, Election and Predestina-
tion, Regeneration of the soul by the
Spirit of God, Justification by the im-
puted Righteousness of Jesus Christ,
the certain, and final perseverance of
the Saints. '

V. We believe that it is the duty of
all men to obey the Law of God, and
repent of their sins. That the Gospel
should be preached to every creature;
but that obedience and repentance
towards God, and faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, together with all spiritual
blessings in time, and of glory in eter-
nity to be the result of the spirit of
God in the soul. ;

VI. We believe in Good Works:
that God hath before ordained that
all believers should walk in them;

‘together as the faithful of God.

that they are the fruits of the Spirit
of God, who worketh in believers,
both to will and to do of His good
pleasure: that they are an ewidence
of the life of God in the soul, and not
a cause of it; that it is the imperative
and bounden duty of every Christian,
to imitate the life and holy character
of Christ, yielding a willing obedience
to all His commands, and walking
therein blameless.

VII. We believe that Baptism by
immersion is the Scriptural mode,
and that believers, only, are proper
subjects. v

VIII. We believe that the ordinance
of the Lord’s Supper, was given by
Jesus Christ, to His visible church,
and that believers only, who have been
regularly immersed, are entitled to its
privileges.

IX. We believe the church is the
ground and pillar of the truth.
Though it is 7z the world, yet it is
not of the world, and is the highest
ecclesiastical authority; and that
each church organization, is, in itself
completely independent of any and all
other church organizations.

X. We believe in the Divine ap-
pointment of the ministry ; but that
they have no right to exercise the or-
dinances of the church until regularly
baptised, called, ordained, and set
forward to the work of the ministry.

XI. We believe it is the duty of
every christian to contribute to the
support of the ministry, not by con-
straint, but of a ready mind, as the
Lord hath prospered them.

XII. Webelieve inthe Resurrection
of the dead, and in a general judg-
ment; that the joys of the Righteous
shall be eternal, and to the punishment
of the wicked, there will be no end.

In conformation of the above, dur-
ing the singing of an appropriate
hymn, the right hand of fellowship
was passed, followed by a very able
prayer from brother Gammon; after
which, he proceeded to preach a ser-
mon, adapted to the occasion, in
which he delivered a most excellent
and forcible charge, to the little
band, who had covenanted to walk

After adopting articles relating to
decorum and organizing for business
by choosing a moderator and clerk,
we adjourned, to meet again on Sab-
bath morning following, at 11 o'clock,
when brother Gammon favored us
with another of his good, plain, prac-
tical, common sense sermons, in which
he dwelt largely upon the duties of

the church, and of her security in
Christ.

An opportunity being given, after
sermon, one came forward and was
received by the brethren into their
fellowship. There are others whom
we expect, ere long, to cast their lot
with us, who were not ready to go into
the organization. We feel much en-
couraged, in the work, and hope that
the brethren will not fail to visit us,
as opportunity may present, and drop
a word of encouragement, Our meet-
ings will embrace the first Sunday in
each month, and the Saturday pre-
ceding.

In-conclusion, I feel that it is due
brother Gammon, to say that he made
for himself many warm friends during
his short stay among us. In fact, as
the time drew near,and yetnearer, for
him to take his departure, like the
waning moon or setting sun, he grew
larger, and larger in our estimation
while our hearts waxed towards him
warmerand warmer. Weare persuad-
ed that he knows the truth-as it is in
Christ Jesus, having been taught of
God. We have never met with his
superior in the Scriptures. Surely,
like Timothy he has known them from
his youth up. Blessed with a remark-
able memory connected with the re-
searches of a long life, he is able in
the social circle to awaken the deepest
interest, as with- great acumen he
traces the history of the #we church,
giving dates of days, months years,
names and circumstances, from the
time of John the Baptist, down through
seas of blood and nights of gloom,
with here and there a “bow of hope,”
to the present time; clearly showing
not only the fulfillment of God’s
promises concerning the church, but
that His people have been one people
from the beginning until now.

W. A. ROTHWELL.

Prum Horrow, Fremont Co. Ia,,

Dec. 2, 1874.
ROTHER ]J. E. Goopson—Dear
Sir :—The first number of your
paper, ( Messenger of Peace,) was re-
ceived by me yesterday. I have read
it through, and am well pleased with
it. I wish you success in the enter-
prise, and may the good Lord help
you to make it a welcome little mes-
senger, to all good Christians, is the
sincere desire of your unworthy broth-

er, if one at all, g

W. B. Hosson.
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The following is a list of subscribers,
who have paid for the Messenger of
Peace for one year. We have not
made distinctions between those
who have sent us postage on their pa-
per, and those who have not, suppos-
ing that, all who have paid their post-
age knew it, and as we will be com-
pelled to paythe postage on all papers
hereafter, we cannot believe that our
patrons will ask us to pay the postage
on their papers for them, as we fur-
nish the paper, at but little above half
the price of any similar paper in the
land; we will send the paper, post
paid, for the present, hoping that all
who have not done so, will at once
forward us the postage money, aswell
as the subscription. This list shows
all we have received up to the 25th of
December.

CALIFORNIA.

Mrs. Jane McMurry, Levi Fickeas,
Mrs. Dorcas Bates.

ILLINOIS,

John Odell, W Y Wright, G S
Mann, John Bloomfield, L Lane, J.
Ausmus, J C Long, 2, John Brishear,
A Williams, A Pierce, C Long, ]
Trimble, M C Sims, W Worthington,
S Vaun, Elder J Harper, M S Ed-
wards, ] A McCoy, H P Gown, ]
Putman, W R Riley, Sarah Harper,
G W McCoy, Wm Carpenter, A Cog-
bern, J Poland, Mrs J W Motley, J B
Hill, Elder J Castleberry, Jesse Car-
ver, ] M Slusher, Thos Hardey, W J
Tucker, S Perry, J Jenkins, A Burnett,
A R Robertson, Thos Lionberger, J
Jenkins, Elder T Jones, W Thompson,
W H Toweles, John Angelow, C W
Keith, H Taylor, W L Campbell, S A
Smith, ] N Riggs, Elder J E Riley, E
A Suter, Mrs Neoma Barley, Elder A
Gaforth, M Eggars, W Howser, E
Jenkins, A A Converse, E Starnes,
W Chambers, Joab Green, D Byler,
J P Byler, S H Byler, M W Wriston,
S Harris, A Bryant, C Stiles, ] Dorsey
Elder Rice Harris, J A Slusher, J Har-
ter, ] M Wriston, Elder B Warren, T
A Smart, Elder I N Vanmeter, D
Runkle, J Kutzer, A Bryant,E Homer
J Harris J Winship, Elder Dennis

Smith, A M Cannon, Miss S Lane,
Elder E T Morris, Bird Peak, J S
Tracy, S Stow, Elias Beaner, Wm
Peaters, H Beasley, J Butler, C G
Samuel, ] B Ausmus, L B Black, ] M
McCoy, Thos Jefferson, Eld S R Wil-
liams C P Davis, H Sheff, Mrs J Guy-
man, Mrs E D White, A H Buyler,
T C White, J L Derrick, P E Howell,
Laris Pullman, Elder J G Williams,
Wm Ryley, Miss E R Samuel, Dr J
G Williams, Elder J Fanshire, P Stout,
D Jones, H Brown, Elder Wm Long,
C H Wheeler, Lou Park, J R Crone,
Dorothy Gripley, M W Powell, Elder
J T Manley, Mrs F Spires, Isaac
Thomas, Mrs M Wood, M M Arm-
strong, C Edwards, F Zink, W W
Jarvis, A Smith, C F Edwards, G W
Mills, Mrs A Harris, Mrs M E White-
side, Mrs E Smith, ] A Keowser H B
Smart, A Smart, A Wood, M J Lane,
G W Simpson, E M Cook.

INDIANA.

S M Holeman, Elder J Strickland
A Osbern, Ira Baldwin, R Langford’
Elder V. R Allen, J] H Gwaltney,,
James Gwaltney, ] Tubbman N Bass,
T W Wilson, C C Heath, M S Rogan,
J Huford, W ] Hagan, E Moore Wm
Pike, Levi R Denham, J Gorrell A P
Pounds, J Brown, J Mitchell, W C
Hyten, W C Carister Elder E D
Thomas, ] P Sharp.

IOWA.

] Moore, ] Newhouse, J A Crawley
James Flinn, Eli Woolery, S Crawford
Jesse Thompson, W B Hobson, A J
Briley, Martha Isom, L Langston,
G W Hume, Thos Showatter,
James Lewis, H Jones, Wm Jones,
L W Jones, W L Jones, E G Jones, J
Owens, H Hale, ] Hockensmith, Thos
Fancher, L Davis, W Watson, Wm
McCormick, A V Stephens, R Mec-
Cormick, Jacob Wright, E Sturgeon,
E Rush, ] Higden, EM Moore, J J
Rowland, 2, M D O Oliver, Mrs E
Brown, ] W Claney, A Lionburger,
Elder E M Kinkade.

KANSAS.

Mrs M E Still, G Harris, J A Todd,
E B Todd, ] P Ramey, ] Wiley, PM
Coons, W C Robinson.

KENTUCKY.

F Rothwell, W L Longford, S E
Reed,C F Burnam, T S Ellis, J R
McKinny, D Chenault.

MISSOURI.

B F Jenkins. A W Graham, W O
Smith, W F Mayfield, ] C Scott, R
M Thomas, J W Knepper, Wm J Rob-
eson, Elder M J Sears, Mrs'M J Olli-

ver, Mrs E ] Mason, Elder E C Moore,
Benj Barker, G F Groom, S P Estes,
Mrs ¥ T Mann, R W Gipson, T O
Wood, E H Brock, ] Morris, J Ste-
vens, W H Gibbs, R Wommock, Wm
Todd, W C White, Isaac Mahurin,S
Ausmas S R Covey, J Gates, S T At-
kinson, W J Henderson, ] L Gibbs,
H Lomly, T B Powell, H C Hender-
son, Wm Woodson, Mrs B Middah,
S R Shiflett, T Cox, Miss Kitty
Myers, Elder P Ausmus, ] P Moore,
A Hines, B Neece, ] Vanmeter, G W
Hill, M Shirley, A Harris, Wm
Brown, M K Wilson, W Sears, J
Damron, W C Owings, S Holman, ]
McFadden, Dr Campbell, Elder Wil-
son, socts, D O Spicer, Wm Marple,
Wm Ryals, Nathan Dabney, Mrs
Melinda Sears, W Smoot, | Bunch, G
H Lyda, T B Lyda, Jesse Lyda, Mrs
J Creamer, M Eppison, D Graves, J
Eppison, ] D Lyda, H Bunch, Mrs
Powell, Miss Kate Slytum, W P Gross
Isaac Gross, Mrs. Irena Gross, J
Bunch, A J Miles, T L Barnett, Mrs
A Holmes, ] Miles, Thos Shain, M
Murry, G W Behymer, ] M Mason,
Thos Bradly, C Radcliff, A S McAfee,
A C Davidson, J Steward, John Mec-
Afee, John Crow, ] E Ellis, Thos
Gash, Jacob Lance, L Boon, ] W
Beaumont, J A McCully, W S Elder,
J W Kingsnorth, Mrs R Kingsnorth,
Thos G Sharp, H Holman, S Hinton,
J H Elby, J Smith, Elder Wm War-
ren, Mrs Ann Warson, ] S Mitchell,
S Collins, W Collins, J P Hymer, W
Hymer, J Throp, J R Gibbs, Mrs M
Wilson, S Hardwick, S Sims, Z Sharp,
E Benton, B W Marsh, B Soper, El-
vira Arnold, J Corum, W B Stephens,
J S Atkins, J P Withers, R L Grubbs,
Mrs M A Withers, Mary Tuley, M
J Moffit, S A Juddy, M D Martin
F Collins, B F Deberry, E Penny,
Elder JM Jarvis, Elder Wm T Brown,
J H Frizzell, Elder J Duvall, J Seek,
J Crowley, D Thompson, James Es-
tis, C H Price, Joseph Colwell, ] E
Colwell, F M Wright, Benj Wilthart,
S Williams, E P Morris. J A Jenkins,
J Mitchell, Mrs Bell Hall, ] H Yoak-
um, D Ogle, G Yoakum, Mary Han-
ley, Eliza Edens, M Bright, J] B
Phillips, W H Powell, S P Kemper,
F Parmer, D Overfelt, Elder B H
Owings, F Ellison, Wm Overfelt, G
Ash, Elizabeth Tucker, M Overfelt,
J M Blanks, R Mitchell, J T Grant,
Thos C Carter, Levi Garrett, T M
Carter, A M Brown, Wm Elsberry,

Mrs A Withrow, W S Ball, A G Ma-
son, J A Moore Thomas I. Garrett,

(Receipts continued in next number.)
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A Schedule of Adveartising Rates will be
furnished upon application to the Office.

TO THE PATRONSOF THRE MESSEN-
GER OF PEACE.
X/ E have sent out our first num-

/ ber, with the hopz, and expec-
tation, that all who review it, will at
once, forward the small amount of
one dollar, to pay for it for one year;
as the amount is so very small, that
anyone, can manage to raisc that small
amount, and forward it to us, directed,
to Macon, Missouri.

It would be best, to send an order
on the Post-office at Macon, . where it
can be done conveniently, if it canhto
be done, in that way, send a small | ¢
As we
have said clsewhers, the money for
the postage, had bettzr be sent too,
as we will send out but one more
number, before we will be compelled | 2
to pre-pay the postage. All should
attend to this matter at once, as it will
take but one and the sooner
such business is attended to, the less
trouble it will be. Don't think because
your amount is but on: dollar, that it
will make no difference whether it is
paid or not, or that if it is never paid,
it will do butlittle harm anyway. No
honest person can come to such a
conclusion ; for all we

amount, in a registercd letter.

time,

expect to col-
lect will come, in these small amounts.
The amount being small, is the reason
why every one can pay it. We will
spare no pains, in trying to make the
Messenger, a welcom? guest in every
houst hold and we can only do so, by
each one who have subscribed for it,
payinz us promptly. We can then,
pay for our work. promptly; you will
get your papzr proaptly. We will
hd\k confidenc:, n the honesty, and
punctuality, of our patrons, so’that
under the divin: blossing, we may
continue, as wz commenced, on the
very best terms ol friendship, we, on
our part, trying to furnish a good
sound readable paper, which every
subscriber will look for, anxiously,
when the time for its arrival shall come.
The postage will not be more than
20 cents a year, possibly less.

CCOX’S EXPOSITION OF REVELA-
TION.
LDER JESSE COZX, of Franklin,
Tennessee, has revised and en-
larged his work on Revelation. It is
a work of much thought, and shows a
great deal of study and research; is
well w orthy a careful perusal by every
onewho feels any interest in the sacred
writings.

In this work the author has followed
the course of prophesy,from the earli-
est Prophets, .to the close of Revela-
tions ; showing what prophesies, have
been fulfilled, what are now taking
place in accordance with Revehtmn
and what may be looked for, to be ful-
filled in the future. The worlk is well
worth the price, $2.50, will be sent by
mail or express, to any part of the
country.

Address Elder Jessc Cox, Franklin,
Tennessce, or after the middle of De-
cember, they can be had at the Messen-
ger of Prace office, at Macon, Mo at
the same price.

-
g

This little sentence should be writ-
ten on every heart, and stamped on
every memory. It should be the
golden rule practiced not only in
every household, but throughout the
world. By helping one another we
not* only remove thorns, from our
pathway and anxiety from our mind,
but we feel a sense of pleasure in our
own hearts, knowing we are doing a
duty to a fellow creature. A helping
hand or an encouraging word is no
loss to us, yet it a benefit to others.—
Huntsville Herald.

-

Furron, Mo., Dec. 3, 1874.
R.J.E. GOODSON--Dear Brother
in Christ:—1I receivedthe first and
second numbers of the Messenger of
Prace a few days since. Ihave perus-
ed the contents very carefully, and
think it is the best religious paper
ever published in the West. All
members of the Old Baptist Denomi-
nation should take it for two reasons:
one is that it is the cheapest paper I
ever heard of, and the other is, that it
is richly laden with communications
from very pious brethren and sisters,
who tell their feelings, and thoughts
in words of truth. IHhope every lover
of the truth will not fail to take it.
May the Lord bless you in your un-
dertaking.
I send you $1.20 in this, for the
Messenger. .
Your unworthy sister in hope,
Dosta A. GRIMMETT.
Inst. for D. and D., Fulton, Mo.

MACON ADVERTISERS.

Goodding & MeCully,
GROCERIES, PROVISIONS,

SALT, FLOUR, ETCE,

Highest Cash Price paid for Country
Produce of all kinds,

No. 22° Rollins Street, - MACON, MO,

B. N. TRACY & SON,

BANKERS,

MACON, MO.

(e o Ve e et

Rollins Street Hotel,

&: L. TOWNER,
PROPRIETOR.
Rollins Strect, MACON, MO.

, e
Amos FIELD,
Successor to Bearce & Field,

Wholesale & Retail Druggist

AND DEALER IN
Drugs, Paints, Oils. Window Glass,
and Brushes,
Vine Street, MACON, MO.

NSNS

St 4™

e CALL ON=Ej
WM. L. HALE,
Sign of the ¢ Little Indian,” for
Choice Cigars, Fine Tobacco,
PIPES, ETC.,

CHEAP AS THE CHEAPEST.

Weed Street, MACON, MO.

5

Macon Savings Bank,

Successor to MELONE & EPPERSON,

CAPITAL, - -

C. G. EPrERSON, Pres’t.
WEB. M. RUBEY,

$125,000.

J. B. MELONE, Cash’r,
Ass’t Cashier.

LA e g

J. W. Kingsnovtle

PAYS CASH FOR

Butter, Eggs, Game, Dressed
POULTRY, ETC.

In Basement, one door South of Tinsley’s Drug Store

MACON, MO.




