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B oyce College just brought in one of its 

highest new spring enrollments ever. 

The college’s total enrollment increased 

nine percent from the 2011-12 academic 

year. The number of students around the 

globe seeking online degrees at Boyce is 

at an all-time high, contributing to a 23 

percent increase from last year — nearly 

30 percent since 2010 — giving the school 

almost 200 Internet-based students. Dur-

ing that same period, Boyce’s on-campus 

enrollment also increased by 15 percent.  

Boyce’s newly introduced seminary track 

program, which allows students to earn a 

bachelor’s degree and a master of divinity 

in as few as !ve years, attracted 12 students 

in its !rst year. 

This upswing in enrollment also gives Boyce 

a more diverse student body; these students 

aren’t just from Louisville, Ky., and surrounding 

states. The college, which is a branch of The 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, houses 

students from South Korea, Nepal, Germany, 

India, Kazakhstan, New Zealand, Nigeria, Peru, 

Singapore and Taiwan, not to mention domestic 

students from Massachusetts to Hawaii. 

The in"ux of students from around the 

state, country and world raises a simple ques-

tion: “Why are these students choosing Boyce 

College over thousands of other schools?”

So we asked a group of students that very 

question. And, interestingly, the answers we 

received followed a pattern.

Money and fame — no, really

Luke Burrow, a freshman from the little city 

of Waterloo, outside Toronto, Canada, came 

to Boyce College because of its reputation.

“I’m at Boyce because my pastor went to 

Southern and he recommended this place 

very highly,” Burrow said. “Also, I’m a big bib-

lical counseling guy. Heath Lambert is here, 

and that’s why I’m here.

“And also, the discount is really good, too.”

Freshman Andrew Scibbe enrolled at Boyce 

for a similar reason. He explained that the 

importance of the mission of Jesus and the 

vision of Southern Seminary to ful!ll that 

mission compelled him. 

“I’m here because I think there’s a mission, 

there’s something to be completed,” said Sci-

bbe, a Crown Point, Ind., native. “A mission 

deserves quality training, and I wanted to 

come and get trained. I chose Boyce, spe-

ci!cally, because I read their ‘We’re serious’ 

stuff. We’re serious about the same things. 

The school is serious about the gospel; I’m 

serious about the gospel. So I !gured it’d be 

a good match.

“Also, they give a pretty sweet discount, 

which is cool, too.”

A !rst-year Boyce student from Atlanta, Ga., 

Brandon Baena, told us that he transferred to 

Boyce from Truett-McConnell College in his 

home state for simple reasons.

“The reason why I’m here is that Boyce has 

a really good youth ministry program, and 
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With a little help from friends 
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 “Residential education 
is one of the most 
powerful ways to 
grow into the whole 
person you want to 
become: full of truth 
and love, principle 
and practice,  
doctrine and delight.” 
— Gunner Gundersen


