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THE Shiawassc3 Baptist Association met with the B~ptisi 
Church in Vernon, Mich., pursuant to adjournment, June 
5th, 186~(lO} o'clock A. }I. 

Thnssociatio:1 was callet.l to ordcr by the Moderator, Eld .. 
G. H. Hickox. Ht;wling of Hc~iptureH and Pr~Lycr Ly Eld. J. 
H. Monison. Intr()(luctul'Y S("l'lllOn was. then preached by 
Eld. H. A. Rose, from John :3:30: "He mi,st increase but 
I must (10c1'o:1,80." After the Sermon a collection was taken 
up for the State Convonticn, iunounting to $15.76. 

The following officers were then chosen for the ensuing year : 
Madualoi'-Eld. II. A. Ro[;c. 
Cl~/'k--JOl!ll O. Pait:1CI'. 
Assis/r'lit Chdi-Eld. D. A. Davis. 
Co;n,'.!:onriiJlIj Secf'"~a/'J-Eld. G. II. Hickox. 
T/'e~8U;'ei'-Dcl\. II. L. Lamb. 

Committee on Religious Service appointed, consif]ting of 
Elds. O. B. Cdl, VV. White, P. C. ~:;sett and G. M. Reynolds . 
. On motion, the following visiting brethren "'ore invited to 
t~ke a seat with us, which they accepted: Eld. A. E. Mather, 
Superintemling Mis!Jionary of the State; Bld: C. B. Post, Fi­
nancial Agent of the Kalamazoo 'rheological Scmin::.ry and 
College; Eld. S. T. Grow, Flint HiveI' ASfwciation; Eld. G. 
H. Morrison, ·Wayne Association; BId. J. A. Clark, Editor 
Mich. Christian Herald; Rev. T. G. Omans, Pastor Metho­
dist Church, V cnice; Bro. William Cochran, Methodist, 
Corunna. 

Resolud, That Eld.O. Sandborn, Presiding Elder of Owosso District, 
Detroit Conference, and Hev. C. W. Austin, Pastor M:. E. Church of this 
place, be.invited to take a scat with us, and participate in our delib­
erations. 
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Committee on Religious Service reported in part;: That 
~ld. A. E. Mather preach this afternoon after the reading of 
the letters, and tllat EM. G. H. Hickox preach this evening. 

Prayer by Eid. L. Church. 
AdjolITned to meet this afternoon at It o'clock. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Association called to order. Prayer by Eid. D. A. Davis. 
The> letter from the Church in Vemon was then read, wel­

coming them to their house of worship, their hospitality and 
christian intercourse, followed hy the reading of the rest of 
the letters. 

AftPr rea(liug the letter ii'om the Maple River Church, no­
ticing the death of Deacon It. B. Flint, one of the original 
and active members of the Association, prayer was offered by 
Eld. P. C. Bassett. 

'1'he Churches at Alma, Butnt; and Cohoctah, Illade appli­
cation to be received into the Association. Referred to a 
committee consisting of Elds. G. H. Hickox, L. Church and. 
P. C. Bassett. 

The following committees were then appointed: 

Re80lui'iolls-Elds. G. H. Hickox, L. Church and D. A. Davis. 
Ci1'l'Ula1' Letter-Bro. John O. Palmer, EIC\. O. B. Call Rnd Dca. H. L .. 

Lamb. f 

Digest oj Letters-Bros. John O. Palmcr, Fred. Wilkinson and H. L. 
Lamb. 

Numi·,wtiolls-Eld. P. C. Bassett, W. Y cl'ingtoll, P. Suttcrlee,.R. S. Nor­
ris, Eld. J. Gunderman, J. Kanouse, II. Smith, J. R. Pearsall, Eid. L. 
Church, T. Ford, Charles M. l\'[cKee, E(lmund Alchin, Dca. Ill. HeYllolu~,. 
Hell.. E. Comstock, Vi. P. Laing, H. L. Lamb, Charles Vandeventer, .J. 
Parmerter and Russell Burchard. 

Prayer by Eld. W. R. Northrop. Suspend~d business for 
public worship. 

Sermon by EM. A. E. Mather, ii'om 2 Cor., 5 :14. 
After the sermon a collection was taken up for Home Mis­

sions, amounting to $29.88 cash, and $17 in pledges; total 
$4G.88. 

Committ·~~ ()n reception of Churches, reported, reccimmend-
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ing that the Churches at Alma, BUJ'llR and Cohoctah be re­
ceived into the Association. 

Rrport accepted and adopted. 
'I'h(> Moderator then extended to the delegates from theRe 

Chlll'c1wtl the hand of fellowship. 
Adjourned to meet this evening at 6t o'clock. Prayer 

by Eld .. J. Gunderman. 

EVENING SESSION. 
Moderator called the Association to oreier, pursuant to 

HlljournlUC'nt. 
After a HCaS(,IIl of' prayer, the Association proceeded to 

hURinel>R. 
A committee was appointed on Bible Union, consisting of 

Elds. G. H. Hickox, J. Gunderman and P. C. Bassett. 
Suspended business to listen to a sermon by Eld. G. H. 

Hickox from Philippialls 2 : 16: "Holding forth the word of 
Life." Collection taken up for Foreign Missions amount­
ing to $10. 

The committee on Religious Service reported that Eld. C. 
B. Post be invited to preach to-morrow morning. 

Report accepted and adopted. 
Adjourned to meet to-morro~ morning at 71 o'clock. 

Prayer by Dca. H. L. Lamb. 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 6. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the Association was called to or­

der by the Moderator. Prayer by Bro. Horace Wixom. 
Minutefl of yeflterday read and adopted. 

'rhe committee on resolutions reported the followiIig, which 
was accepted, and after some discussion by Bros. Hickox, 
Morrison, Post, Clark, Wilkinson, Parmerter, Mather, Bas­
sett, Pearsall and Rose, were approved: 

Resolved, That the present social and political state of our country de­
mands the immc.diate and devoted attention of the churches and breth-

I 
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ren in giving instruction and spreading the gospel in all. t~w nlllnerOllS 
home fields. , 

Resol'ved, That we most heartily approve of the appointment hf n. State 
Sunday School Missionary by the American Baptist Pl,lblicatioll Society, 
and we urge our bretl,rcn and sisters to earnest ly co-opcrate with !Iim 
in the organization of denominational Sunday Schools MId thecirculutioa 
of our own religious literature. 

Resolved, That the interest of our" f<lmilie!<, tlie 'inte!ligl'nce of our 
Churches and our duty.to the Baptist wo!'k in onr State! .cali upon Ils to 
secure the Iaq.;est circulation of the M!".'!i-:"./I. C:/I'is/iri/! fl,·(aiJ. 

Resolved, That we reg<lrd >tnd adopt " ~I i.';.<ioll1l,I'Y collCNt of" l'myer aml 
the circulation of the j}!rtcedonenn nll!l j',;u",l by the CllurcLes, no most 
efficient helps in tile spirit and,contl'iblltion;; of lIIi~siolls. 

Resolved, TlllLt tile cause of tenipcrar,,·c reCC;\'e OUl" ]1I'<l111 pt and con­
stant support ill ollr familied, in o.ur S!lll(lr\y ,:'\clioo]s, in OIl!' ChurcheB 
and in OUf comi11lllJities; and we Iwiierc; that the Church uf Christ, with 
its divinely appuinted. agencies, offers the b(>t pUdsible means' for the ad­
vancement of the tempCI'ulll:a cuus~. 

Resolved, 'fhat our Co1!cge and Tho!o;:ier.I Seminary nt Kalamazoo 
are among' the most important ap;cncic' for file ~llecess Gf tuc cause of 
Christ in Michigall; and '\'0 therefore w:\l'r.ily COllllllCl1(I tllc,;e institu­
tions to the sympathy Hnd. support M tl:i~ As,,()c!:!tioll. 

Resolud, That the impol"t'l.lIce uf Sllld;:y \Yor!, demands increased at­
tentiOll, prayel' a:\,1 cOlltrilJllliGl~8, awl \\·c rCCOlllllll'llL1 tlmt tllcre be 0. 

general Sunday Sehoolllleetinp; the til',t ('Yeninp: of ottr next ltnniVel'sary. 
Resol'cd, Th:tt in the marked SHcces.' which has attoutle'/ our Foreign 

l\:lissioIi work durin" the past year, we rccop:nizc t!Je yoicc of Gol1 bi,ldin~ 
us press on with increased, Jiherality, giving the l[issionm'Y' l;11i'Jn our 
earn(st co-operation and support. 

Resolved, That recoii,lli7.iI;g- Ollr ohli::;~tiolls as stewards 0[" God, and be­
lieving it to be our imperative duty to r,;in: tho gospel to tll(~ destitute 
portions of our own State, we urge our brctl:rcll to aLound ia the grace 
of christian liberality and meet the dCllHmdi; of the cnU5e among us by 
quarterl}' cuntributions, amI we rccoIl111 Jeml that our jlflst()r~ give the 
cause their personal attentiO!~, rreachill!~' upon it, holding concertt! of 
prayer for its success,.alHIla"().!l~ to ,'-"'111"1.' all amount c<[mdling one 
dollar per member for it during the cOlllili;i ye",·. 

G, H. HICKOX, Chainnall. 

The comrnittee on Nominations reported: 
1. That the next annual meeting be :Ield WIth the Baptist Chnrch at 

Williamston, that Eld. G. H. Hickox preach the introdlltory sermon and 
E!cL B. H. Shepherd he hi5 alternate. 

2. 'that E!d. H. A. Rose write the Circular Letter. 
3. 'that Elds. II. A. Hose, J. Gundermall and G •. H. HiCkox be dele­

gates to the next State COllvention. 

Repo~t accepted and adopted. 
Bro. Wilkinson offered the following resolution, which was 

adopted: 
Resolved, That we cordiallj approve of the plan proposed, Il?d in some 

measure carried out, to endow a Children's Sunday -School Professorship 
in the Kalamazoo College, ~nd will give it our earnest support .. 
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The committee on American Bible Union made the fol-
"lu\vin.?; l'(~lh,rt : 

:i k :"'S, ':'111' J\ llH'l'ican Billie L~lli"n has given to the people the best 
Yl'r";;Oll (If t 1)(' Huly :3cl'ipl,t11'CS llV .. V in ns(~; thcreforf), 

It',.;,u/1c':) 'i'!J:it t{) :'0('Ul'l' the l!lust l'eally and general circu!ation of that 
\'(·;'.<il.ll, t'1:.; .\.<,·:n:;i:ll:"ll !i'nll a F"cirt)· :luxilial'Y to the Aml'ric:lIl Bible 
[nil)]), tD t){' (·n:i(·:l tl::.~ "C('i'ltl'al 1\1ichi~nn "Bible "Cllion SOcIety," !lnd 
tli;\t. i~ h,' ;1,(',11"\,(1 at L:ln~illg; find "we lllo~t cOl'dially invite the co-ope-
~'at;lIil nr tb , dt:U'f .\;-;~()('iiitiC)IlS i~l the" St.ate; . 

".{",,' lIt·.,,)/, ".,: F,;;.'/;,··, Ti;:tt thi, A~s{)ciation appoint a committee to 
pr·.'::('Hi at t:lt' tl~JXt :lJlPur.l !':Il'ctillg a constitution and hy-l,1ws for such 
" :,,)1';"[:', G. H. HlCKOX, Chairman . 

. d/l..'lYii't acce'p:~\ld nlHl adl)litC{l. 
'l'h:' ~'iJjn;l1i(j('" "ll CirenLr Letter roported that they re-

e\)llllUcnrl the :J,(l"!iLioll (ll:' tL' one they had selected. 

1{'<il:I1'-~ a~~~":'I}l:(I~l aUfl ::l.<ll.?l·)tcll. 
'i'll\, cowmitt.cp 011 Dig-e;,!, WdB instructed to prepare a di­

;r.~I:1~ ~~ll~l h.~~~~· iL iH.'!nte(l in thB lninntcs. 

, ~~q';i'{',;'~:[l ln~iil('Rs for l,nblic worship. Prayer by ·the 
EH. 1: iL Slh'l,hcnl. ~~~'!'mon by Eld. C .. n. Post .from 

,t;"j;l. l i : :~:3. 11::'\;1' dl,' :wnnhn th0. Associatio,li'procee~led 
~I) ~"il;<lL;":~. 

A C:.I112 i; ~i i:t':'(' \I' ';'[0' ':I>llO~ll tc:c1 to ;'C1Jo:rt . tl Cons'tltutioh, and 
b .... ,..hw.;: j'o;' aBlbh'H)~:iUy; ccin~i5ting of ·Elds, G;H.Hick(~, 
Jl~. \\T ;:ri";T:11 a:t',:l'JJi'O. rr. 1~()1:{( ,.' .,. ., d i.~:.·':~ :'.! 

. 'J?.,:./J""" '1'1"\1. 1','" ,.'.i:pi·l';;~ o(t:· t.\l:lnht.,'t.his ChnrcI1'and Socjti.ty f"r 
tbe !ldsi)if;hitir Hh(~-~\"ll H~ "on tile oec:\~ion .• " . i,. " .; 

11",,('.',,/. 'J'bat tilt' CI~rk Sllll'.'l'intcnd the {Jl'intin$ and 4isidblit~tin 
(\ft1i\,!!JitHIfl~~'.'·""'"'' . '.' !. 0\ " . " ; ,.r :,., • ,'" 

Af~t.l~ ~£~w,relJi~rk8b.yil10 ·).tO~~l:atOl;; ~nd pray~~ ~y-EML 
A~ j~. l\InJhk; the Al'isoCiil.tiori:adjo\trncn:to, meet ~Hh·J!'~~e 

. "".' 

UiLTltil'.ft' Uhnrch in vViHln.instdiljOIr thofitst Wednesday.iin 
: .. : S:""S'J::'lO';t ", l' 1...... , .. -:.' , , .. : ': .' '" f ~./ /,1 

.J~lIl~,.l,UCO)at., do-,v,C .. OC~A,:.¥.,. r;'.' ,,:- ,. ;,' ' .• <;." 
: .. . $T;\~~~JN9" ~?q~U1'I~~S: .. .-:;/ '1,:·,,· 

K<~i/I'(j), TltHt .1110 '~'r<i'alill):(lr h~ iDl'ltl~t1cted to p",y.Qve.~ all woneysJb~,t 
nt'p, OJ' IlI"Y ['''Ine int.o, Iris hlll1(18, tp.,the s.e.v~l'l11 .agents to' ",{119m $a.id 
11](1/1";:' t.".lOn~R, ani! t,~kll ~\ I'Gceip.t tJ,.)<lre/i)J'. . ',,: '" .:' 

R,~s()lCi,d, '~'I~:(l',a!w,lU-erT.lhel'of-thj~i-<\sBoc·iatjon w/1o.'lll, mlll).e .iajp.tlle 
mjlll\, V", jJl'!',~llllt. lIt. ttW·.\ll('C'ring 'of flJlY :AHEQcii/o,~io11. with whjajl We I;()~c 
I'Ci'Q)OlHi; sll1':11)/.! a i.~cj(>: .. rat.c to tlint hod)'. .. ,., I ¥ 

, .. llr.'(.V.l'cd; ,/f1ga t t.!Jl:.C()IT~~.p()lrdil\!!: 1.8~c):tltl!I'Y h!\ in~tl'\lCtq!ll to fOj.',~.ard 
t ht;! m il.t \I tl.'S.tO <::wlJ I.::I-S!'pc,il),i; inr;1. f\n.i:J, ,i!prrg:'\poll <l.il)g ;Ilo~\y' i l1,tbe: S t~tc:- . 



AMrim.-Haye had some addition, but some have removed and ollr 
Rcattered membership makes it diffICult for us to meet together in our 
covenant meetings, so that we cannot give as good report of ourselves as 
we could wish, yet we still mcan to liYe for God and desire the prayers 
uf the Association that God JIlay revive his work. 

Alma.-Organized in July !ast; are few in numbers but well united; 
sustain two weekly prayer meetings ami helping to carryon a Union 
Sunday School. 

HMl.'lal and Riley-Hegard that God has helped them and added to 
their membership; keep up a prayer meeting and Sabbath School, which 
III'e well sustained; contemplate the erection of a house of worship. 

Bingh.am-Grateful to God for his prescn'ing mercies and revival influ­
ence, keep up prayer meetings and a Sabbath School during the year. 

IlI/.1"IIB and Cohuctah-Organized May 17th j feel weak in themselves but 
trust in the strong for strength j 11lIve a large field and are laboring III 
connection with others in two Union Sunday Schools. 

C01"1mlla-Cannot report lllllCh Ill'ogl'eSs but rqjoiee that God 11a~ en­
ablod tLem to hold on in the way; have had some addition and hope thl'Y 
nro seeing tho beginning 01 bl'ttl'r days; have ju~t secured the Iahors of 
Bro. B. H. Shepherd one-halt of the tillle. 

De lVitt-Have no Rpeeial l'llcoul':lp:ing news to comlllunicate; covc­
nlll1t meetings as well attended as could be expected, eon~i<lcrilllr tlll'ir 
scattered membership; havc prcaching one-half of the time by Eld. Gun­
derman; work in II number of Sabbath Schools within the limits of 
the Church. 

La'"g.~buTg-Although wenk and quite scattered, have had preaching 
c\'cry alterliate Saubath and have maintained a Sllbbllth School during 
the year. 

Ithaca-Have but few chllngcs to note; have felt some tokens of DiVIDe 
Spirit inlluenee in quickening their hearts j covenant meetings better at­
tonded than formerly; the Church is more earnest, active and united tn 
efforts to advanco the Redeemer's kingdom j are engaged in a L'nion 
Sabbath School. 

Lans·illg-No special interest lllanifested during the past year, but a 
steady, healthy growth j meetings of the church well attended and a 
good degree of christian activity shown in endeavoring to support the 
CIlUIIO of Chr;st in its varied interests. 

J.AlToy-Havc no cheering news to eommunic,\te; no rcgular preach In::, 
but occasional visits and preaching from Bro. Kinnee and others; are ell­
gaged in a Union Sabbath School and desire your prayers. 

Ovid-No important changes except a gradual incre'1se of membership; 
I~eld a series of meetings the past winter, which resulted in a few conver­
sIons and more religious interest in the Church and communitv j 8utltain 
a Sabbath School. • 

. ()!oo~8o-Have had some trials, Il11d two have died, yet God hilS ~ra­
l.'\ously blessed thu labors of hiS child'ren j sinners have beon converted, 
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backsliders reclaimed and the membership much rcvived; have enjoyed 
the labors of Ero. Northrop but are now without a pastor. 

JIaple Ri'/!er-Hejoice for past mercies; no special revival during 
the year, but covenant and prayer meetings weH attended; mourn the 
death of Dea. H. R Flint; Sunday School is in a prosperous condition 
and is one frolll which they hope grcat things in the future. 

Pel'Ty-Praise God for his mercies; have had no regular preaching un­
til lately; now enjoy the labol'S of E. A. Shepherd; God has gl'eatly re­
vived his work and about 30 havc professed convcrsion. 

St. Juhns-Past year, on the whole, has becn onc of success; a number 
of conversions, principally in the Sabbath Schools, and have pledged re­
newed eft'ort in behalf of the Sabbath School work, also in Horne and 
Foreign Missions. 

St. LOllis-Thankful to God for preserving mercy; death has not visited 
there; are united and kept free from the prevailing isms arol.md them. 

Vernon-Cordially ",dcome the Association to theil' new house ofwor­
f<hip and their homes; have been somewhat revived during the year, but 
regret to lose the labors of our pastor on account of declining hcalth; 
Sunday School in a prosperous condition. 

Willict1nstun-No special religious interest to note, except an increasing 
nnxiety in general; are now building a house of worship; have a gooll 
Sunday School; enjoy the labors of Eld, A. B. Kinnee. 



.. 

'. 

ni:f,OVJW UnETIlHlm-Tn ad,lrC'ssing to you Ollr Annual Epi~tl(', per­
m;t us to call Y();(l' atten tiOll to-

Tile importance of m:llnt:linillg a. high standard of moral honesty 
anlOlW Chr;stiaIL'. 

'l'll<~' allllo:mCeI1l0'1 ~ of'sile:l a ~Ilbject may, perhaps, lit first thought, be 
regarded ;'is a t~;ni~;rll-:1. prupo~;ition nl'cdin~ no proot~ antl Ul1\vol,thy (if 

u moment's cll",i,kratioll. Ann well would it be f"r the Churches, yea, 
well would it 1)(' fin' t.:l<) workl, were it S:>. But. experience haR too often 
t.aU)l;ht U':, that I,lien), t[,ing' \rhieh.are regarded as admitted facts; qre 
a<l,,~itted ()Ely in tIIL-Ory, aud Ii)l' wlInt, it IlllLy be, of proper cOllsidemtiol), 
preRent lIot t1w:r il:1i)!'cssiH' COlillterpul't in pract.ical IiiE-. And Wi' have 
much l11i.<-,,',,·n t:}c; ':0111;(111\ for the tilclllc of our epistle, if tllis is lIot 
jauntl anlOnf!: the n'l:"bcr or ,,,wit faqts. 

Tile world 1w" :dW'ly~ h:ld ito standard of morality, its nHLxilllsfit:l 
ruler; of jJi·(lpl'ic'cy ailcl equity; >l;:dit is to be fU!1J'cu that too often the. 
chil(ll'l'll ()f li.~:ht :~:l\"(~ laid ;"ii,b the bible standard of morals,· ane! cun­
tented th~\lll.'-il'ivC'.:.; "\\"it-h nd()pting that of the ,~tor1d. That tlll~i[' niUl 
ha~ hf.'cn, 1~()'C to C('!l1!lnH th:'i~' !ives alJlI eonduct to t.he iiTe r er81ble ;llld 

'lllC(Il11]Jl'Ollli~;i'!>': 1::\\- of .r<:I:,)·,,,II, butto the laws of human jUl'isprudl'ncl', 
!:lUf) liLl~,i~I,~~ th(~ t:1'~'!':I:J~ li("'l-::-:;.':-i ofa hUTIli\Il cnaetlnent, tu sati~fy the 
c{)ncienct! nll~1 :.;iI(,l1cP i !J;~ til.llnd~'l'.~ of U()d'~ violutcll hl.\\", 

S··lit! ;t l""pec,("\ l!lc';"!'~l'"r n Christian Church, when using his inllu­
ellcc til in<lnc(! (Lat C:Ul'dl :1' (,tllbrace n l'llln-f;eller: "If the /':71" did not 
gl'3nt lJim pl'l'mi~,,;on til ,:"ii, I \\'ould not plead LJr his reception." How 
VCI'y lil,() t!J,~ :1IlC;(;nt P~1:1;'i,'(!'s, who made void the law or Gud by their 
tl'aditi(\;lS '/ (:Jfa!'k ,·ii. i:l.) 

'I'biH i . ..; hilt· a si~<~!:; ilin:-;:T:t~ij)~l of the tendency in t.he Church of Chl'ist 
to a.ssj~ni!ate to tlH.! w()rld'=-, :.;t:~i}l.la.rd of 11101'als. 

Tile ,\ po . .; \ k 11'I:i I \;Il,l"rotllo<! t:liH tendeney, when, in the early history 
of the Chu!'..;\i, iie \lUcre,: lti~ iUljJl'essive note of waruing against worldly 
conformity, an(l ar, e'tl'l1e;;tly enjoined that spiritulll trllllsformlltion of 
charncter, which is lIot only the off.~pring ofa renewed mind, but proof 
positive of the excellency of the IlLw or will of God. (Rom. xii. 2.) 

In urhin~, then",n. hig!l standn.rd of llloral honesty, we urge none more 
elevated than thc gospel requires. 'fhe gospel furnishes the Christian's 
rule, and unly rule, ull(l he who conforms to its alLwise directions, needs 
Ilone of the rt!siraints of human legisllltion to· hold in check his turbulent 
pasRionR, or its wisdom to cliJ"cct hjs actions. In all his intercourse with 
his fellow men, he !intis written inC\'elibly on the tlLblet of his minu, "All 
tllings whatsol'YCr ye woul<! that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them, for this is the In\\' an,l tile prophets." (Matt. vii. 12.) 

Here the g-rcut principle (If nniverslIl brotherhood is touched and tho 
cO.mmon lillon of human affinity presented, along which, as so I)lany elec­
tncal wires, the warm pnl~ati()ns of human kindness may freely circulate. 

The Christian is t.o reme1l1r'cr, that whether in the Church, or out of 
t~le Church, all men hnve r:g-ht;" which he is bound to respect. These 
nghts are the sallie, whethc!' having reference to the person the eharllc­
ter, or the estute. To live, then, with a proper regllrcl to e~ch of these, 
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i~,the Ohristinn's duty, ancl should be his privil~ge. Hence, to live antI 
:u;t agreeably to the relations we sustain to the members of the human 
family, is gospct morality.' 

'£0 kfiOW wh~n we ·have reached that standard, we have but to apply 
thll f,l,l;le Il,bove·stated, relying upon its never-f'liling index for direetionH . 

. Sueh, then. i~ the standard of human action, as !!;iven by the Great 
Pattel'fl or'moral excellence. Nor is this to be re~arded as an arbitral'y 
rule. Like every principle in moral la\\', it IS fount led in the fitness of 
things. ilenc\) t.4ere are consirlemtiOlls to enfolce its st.·iet ob~erYl\n('e. 

l~t. Go!l, a .. ~, f\ mOl:al goverllol', must be reg-artletl as the Univer~nl 
Governor of the human hUllily. Ilenee no privile;!cs are given, hy virtue 
of circumstancos, to infringe· upon thew'ights of alll)thel'. . Tile '-\1I-wi~t~ 
Cr,I"ator mny h:lve endowed one lllan with a strOllgl'r ]Jhy~ieal fl'allle t/t,m 
!mother; bnt thnt iR not.all iudic-:ltion that tho stron;.tcr lllay put f"l'th 
tlJ.at .supel·iorit.y of strength to red nee his we'tk III'0tilel' to sl;we)·),. One 
llla.n if; endowllll by hi" Creator witil It fain'l' complt'xinn, and pl'rhapn " 
keener mcntal perceptillll than anot.her; hut that slJ!wl'iol'ity gives him 
wjlicense to pu~h h\s unct)ltlt:iy In'othel' ott'toe l'l:ttj('I'nl of hUll\:\ility, 
lunking him a lllere (;lwttc1. :~dl' does hioS ~Ilpel'ioI'jty O~·11;(!nt:ll ~Hga('it:\" 
furnisb a, proper ma~0n t;jf Jqll'iyi,,~ ·the ·)tilCr of his ri~h Is. ];ecnn-c 
one IIl'1/-il llIHI,'l'stands the re:,1 v'tlnt' of cuneney butter than <illt>tiler, 
g,ivcs. Lim no lil.;erty to. palnl otf np,m, the othcl' II eOlll1tl'rf"it·l,ill. 
_ The. law of.comu~on recipt't"lcit-,r 1"'l}uil'cS thnt w'e s/Ioultl, to·Ute extt!'lIt 

qfouc ability, pl'~vt'u·t oU!' Jl.!i~·l!ht,l'. f'r'Onl injuring hilll"l'lf. Ii"", ·ulII<.:h 
more, t.lwn, doc~ it forhiu u.s to panicir';l,tc in, or fu!'ni~h. the 'mean«,,,r, 
hi~ ,uil)? Ilnt, .,.' , 

·,2d. .I.\. regard to the law of ("i"':'lU,l1;, 'l'u:i})ro"U!J in not ~uUicicnt .. w~th; 
the Christian. His uusine.-s is 1; .. 1 ol!ly "(0 ,,;', /"I'!I' i'i;i/ Lat lu (Iu .'l'".d. 
,rrIle Chl'i~tinn i~ StlPFos~d to be Chri~;t-lij,('. Hnt ill what s{~nBe ciln he 
be regarded ChriHt-like, if be ['''SSCSS Ilt>t tho ~p.il'it of lWlleV(tit'lIct.'? 

'l'his \":lS the great di.,,1 ill~'\li~l!ill:!: featut'e in the eilar:lcter Hnd Jlli:-;i-'l()ll 
of Christ. iIcn~e thl' nqllin'llH'llt'of all his f',l!uv.-em is, ".\s ye l!"w 
opportunity, tllt'refun" do g·qud unto ail Tllen. hllt (,.,,;p(J~ia!l'y to llJt~ 
Iwu~cllOld of faith." (C .. l. ,-i. 10.) 

To \\"in soul8 t.o Chl'i'st, nnt! 10 till' clIlhrnct· of ];;s Ilo!.,- l't'!i;!;ion, i, ];1:1'1-

ilei-ltly the grr~~tteijt f:O(Hl and ~h<: !!!;,!lit':"t nill) (~fthe Cjl;·i .... ti;il~. nut ]11 1\'.­

taHl this be cli'eClCd, if.aii the rigl!ts of those we woulJ b"lwiit arc llct 
respectcd? 

How ~a.lly unprepnred \Ya~; the impetuous PdpI' to jll'each t.he llH'l'k 
and lowly dnctrinc of Ohrist, wltile :\Ialchus, with a bleeding car, Rtol,d' 
hefore him? Ah! how much lllore readily would that woulltletl servant 
li,ten to the forp;iving tones of him who, with his 0\\'11 map;ie fingl'rs 
touching the wound, said, t, S~lncr yc thus far," ,ulll h0ul~<l him '1 

The object of e,cry Ohri,;ti:l1l, as well us of the Chri,tian minister, 
should be, tl'> leave the impn'Ssion, "I seck not your" bnt you." nut 
who does not see how en3, it is for him to throw an illlp:ls.,able obstacle 
in the way of his own .,uc~e,;s 'I Let him, like Simon l'c'tel', injure the 
person of another; let him lInnecc~saI'ily lower his rCl't:tatioll, or take 
the advantuo-c of him in (kal, anll the injurerl olle wili SOOllel' lose hi., 
ROllI than s'!~k its sal\'atiml hy Lis direction. That Chrietian or that 
Ohurch that has not [J stnndanl llig;hcr than the wtlrltl'~, i~ livin~ to a 
poor purpose. But let the illlpression prevail t.hat 1Il(,1II1tl'l's tlf the 
hody of Ohl'i,t are sharper in their harp:ains t.han o1"hel'.<, tYl':,mtll'C tlppn's­
sive in their deal than arc the men of the worl.l, and Zion is shorn of hpr 
strength; tho glol'y is departed from Iter. Or let it be underctood £en-
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erally, that fI member of the Church must be bound by written obliga­
tiolls to cumpel him to keep his word, and all confidence in his Christian­
ity is deRtroyeli, if not in the Church that retains him in her fellowship. 

From these remarks it appears tilat from the single desire of being 
~lIeccssful in winning souls to Christ, we should see to it that we main­
tain a hig-h standard of moral·honesty. It also follows that he who is 
nut stric:tly honest has n') right to the name of Christian. The Image 
of Curist is n ·t fonnd in llim. 

If these things be so, are we not here furnished with one very decisive 
reason why moves the work of moral reformation and Christian evangeli­
r,ation so tardily? Fur while it must be acknowledged that the commou 
complaint against the church of CLirist furnishes no SUI'P' guaranty for 
the justice of those complaints, still whose heart has not bled at the fre­
quent recital :.f sucu complaints? and what minister of the gospel hal 
nut felt his strength weakeneu, and hiR arm paralysed, as he has been 
unuer the painful necessity of acknowledging that too many of those 
eharlres al'e well founued 1 SUI'ely he clln but feel sad, who sees tho 
\\'orld converting the Church, instearl of the Chureh converting the 
world. 

Brethren, the time has CODie when n higher standard is demanded. 
"-hen frowning with contempt upon every manifestation of duplicity, 
deception lind selfishness, the Church of Christ shall arise in her strength, 
and with a countenance radiant with a frank, open-hearted honesty, 
planting her feet on the highway of holim>ss, go forth in her majesty to 
~lllIJl'ace the world in her arms of heart· gushing benevolence. 

'fhU8 shall the reproach of Zion be wiped aWIlY, and the glorious day 
of hel" deliverance spee<.lily be ushereu ill. 
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J. C. Armstrong ________________ Lansing. 
P. C. Bassett ___________________ Ovid. 
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L. Church. ____________________ Alma. 
D. A. Davis ___________________ DeWitt. 
L. B. Fish _____________________ Lansing . 
• T. Gunderman _________________ De 'Nitt. 
G. H. Hickox __________________ Lansillg. 
A. B. Kinnce __________________ Williamston. 
'1'. W. McrrilL _________________ Lansing. 
J. McLeod _____________________ Laings burg. 
W. B. Northrop ________________ Owosso. 
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H. A. Rosc ____________________ St ..• JohnR. 
Gco. M. Reynolds _______________ Corunna. 
B. H. Shepherd ________________ Corunna. 
W. Whiw _____________________ IJindcn. 



Bin(ll/ft)n.·-F()reign :'IJissions, $2.00; Home ~Ii,sions, $2.00; Pub,80-
c:ety, ~~2.00; Hiule Union, ~2.00 j i::l. S. cor. Foreign Missions, $3.25 ; 
Edl](~atioll, $::UiO. . 

Ll!hltl"UI!I'r;.-I~or(!ign .Mis;;ions, $3.00 j Home Missions, $3.00; Sabbath 
School Book~ and Pap(>1'~, $:13.00. . 

Maple Ril,·u. -lIome l'rlission" $1).40; Foreign ~Iissions, $5.40;' raised 
11ll' SIIIH]".\, :'\cli"olo. $28.00. 

O/I·().,·.%.:""'Hc\H;voll!:lt objectf;, $61,(;0; Sunday Schools, $75.00; tota: 
amount, $610.00. 

S", .Johns.-F()l'(~\~")'u. ~1i.:"Rions. $1;).tH3; IIolne )[issi()n~, $56.75; Ji~duca­
finn, ~'inl; ,';Jl,J)adl S,·hool,$-!7.uO; Fl'eedlllen, ~)2(); otlll,j· objects. 
$.J.58.:)1; Lot Flllld, $lUO; till' ;}fnsic. $182; support of Minister: $450 

I ., . 
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1.,1-.1:-1 tue nhs(,llc(' of all" of t!iC offiC~l'S of the c\ssociation, others 
8hall be ch"sCIl to Hit their pfacc,;, i,,',J tr.II!H"',:, 

2:1-:rh.e )Iodemtol' and Cll~;'k ,hall be chosen by nomination or by 
ballot, as the AssociatitJn may dit,,·,:, 

3d-.Bretbren invited to a Sl'at ia the ~\s"oeiation may debate on n!! 
questions, but vote on !lOll~. 

4t11-.:'\0 jJerson shall spcak more than twice onan), snbject, unlc"" 
by sjJecial permi'oion l':'om tll'.~ ;-.ro,l,:rator. 

5th-.EI'cry prop()sition sl;blllitted to the Association UlJ' (li"ct1s~inll 
IlIU"t be put ill the f",rm of a motion, and not dcb:ltccl until ~()e<)n,:.:j. 

(jill-.No motion Hhall be disCllS~(;d if such discu:;sion he ()P!' ... "",llry >I 

majority of the members present. A ll1otion to sllspend Ull.U:~';~ shllil 
always be in order. 

7th.-Tiw .iHotil'ratol' shaH appoint nil cOlllittecs, unless the .'\ssoeia-
. t.ioll otller\\'i,~ direct. . 

8!h.-T!lC Ulullites of the IllCctilll; slmll be ·ruacl and COl'l'ected beroI'<) 
tlJ(l rising- of tbc ASBociation. 

!ltlt . ......:.\.t every sitting:, b\lsin~;;" ,,\::ttl ue opened and COllClth1cd with 
pm pel' n))rleJ' the ,liree: ion of tl:" ~\[,'(ll'l'at()r, 

lOI",-rl'lH~ order of bll~!nJss at each annual meeting of the Associll-
,tion, sbull be as lollows: 

b:f.-1'1Lc introductery sCI'yice ,:u(l orga.ni:~:ltion. 
2:1.-'1'110 Hllles of Order n1i\d. 
3d.-"\ committee olll~e!igi()\ls Services appointed. 
4th.-Lett;Jl''; frolll the GlIul'che,; Tcnd. 
51h.-Applications for a,lllli:,:;i'Hl into tbe As~oe;alion l'ccl'ived. 
6tll.-1'l1e appointment of tl.e fu:lowing Committee,;: 

181.-A Committce uf t\,ree on the Cireiliur L<:.tter. 
2f!.-A ConHnitt~e 0:' tLl'(le on DigC3,t (if Letters. 
;>'d.-A Committee on H('O'olutiom:. 
4!h.-A COll~ll1ittee Oll X,.minatio!ls, of one from each Church, 

which COllllllittc(, shall designate the plaec or tile next 
Annual )Ieeting, the I'rcaChCl' oftbe IntroJuctoryScrmon, 
thc writer of the Circular Letter, amI the delegates to 
the Baptist State CUlIvention. . 

7tli.-Comult1l1'icatioDs from Corresponding bodies rcceiYe'.l. 
8th.-Ecpoi,ts of Committee:; called for. 
!llh.-Mice!lancous bnsiness. . 
lOth.-Headillg the ;\linutes of the Association. 
llth.-All Cburcbes neglectillg to r~present thcmselves to this boby 

for two years in succession, shall be vis:ted by a C,}mmittee chusen fi.)l' 
that, purpose, who shall report ot thc next :Innual meeting. 

12th.-Any article of this order may be su~peDc1ed for consideration 
of other bnsiness, by a vote oftlle Association. 
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H. A. ltob.rt •• PitSbUrg/ W.I'. Laing, D.P. Austin, E. I I 
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t Absent. 
:. UeiKored 1. 
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