




















The Assooiation in session-Prayer by Br. Breed. 
The Committee on Circular Letter reperted that they had examined 

the letter, and would recommend that it be read to the association 
and published in the minutes. 

The report was accepted and adopted. 
The Circular Letter was read by the author, F. Kidder. 
Br. Coleman, a Colporteur o.f the American Tract Society, spoke 

in behalf of that Society, and was followed by Br. Stowell in remarks 
in behalf of the same society. 

The Association adjourned till to-morrow, at 8i o'clock, A. M. 
Prayer by Br. E. M. Alden. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
Rev. H. Sm.ith from 2d Cor. xii: g.-.M.y grace iB Iv{fictenl 

Im'thee. 

',l'HURSDAY ;MORNING., August 29. 
Prayer by Br. Kidder. 
The committee on the obituary of Br. Williams reported. On mo­

tion the report was accepted and adopted, to be printed in the minutes. 
[See Report No.3. 

The Prudential Committee reported in full, and their .report was 
adopted as follows:-

That F. Kidder be invited to preach this morning at 11 o'clock. 
That this Association hold its next annual session with the Baptist 

Church at Harbor Creek. 
That Br. L. S. Stowell preach the introductory sermon, and Br. C. 

SandersQn b,e th,e Alternate. 
That Br. Randall write the Circular Letter. 
The Clerk superintend the printing and circulation of the minutcs, 

and receive $3,00 for his services. 
WhereaB, The Bible and Foreign Missionary Societies have 

oeased their operations, with tho understanding that the Harmony and 
Erie Associations would tako these interests under their care, and 
semi-annual meetings, therefore ReBolvpd, That we hold semi-annual 
sessions on the Tuesday last preceding the third Wednesday in Feb­
ruary, for the purpose of considering and promoting the Bible and 
Foreign Missiollary tile churches be requested to 
lind lettors and delogates to an annual session. 

Tilat the nut limi-annual ffiietini be held with thi Cbur,b ill 
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Clymer. That Br. F. Kidder preaoh the lliIliona~y. &rmon.Tbat 
Dr. W. ·A •. Randall preach on the Bible Caule. 

"Jlt'.olt!ed, That Brn. Ainsworth, Cross and Stowell.be a oommitt.ee;to 
make arrangements for the other exercises of the semi-annualmaetiog. 

That a committee of Brn. Burrows, Cross and Stowell be appointed 
to examine the depository of bibles at Mayville, and to dispose of the . 
same as they may decm best, and report at the semi-annual session. 

That Brn. Randall and Stowell be a committee to report at the next 
annual session on the subject of ministerial edueation. 

That Brn Ainsworth and Cross be a oommittee to report on the 
State Convention. 

That Brn Read and Sanderson be a committee to report on the A. 
B. Pub. Soot. 

That thc Constitution be amended in the VI and XI Aticles so aato 
make provision for the semi-annual sessions.-[See constitution. 

That Br. S. S. Ainsworth of Harmony, Chairman, Brn. Stowell of 
Clymer, A. A. Atherly of .I1shvillc,H. Abbott, BUIli, W. H. Randall, 
Fr~w.burghl,"d Ca·r,.oll, E. B. Sparks, Pille GrolJe, Dca. J. Putnam, 
DewittIJille, P. S. Hawley,'Frencll Cntk, B. M. Alden, Ha.,.bo-r Creek, 
J. C~ Breed, Jameslou'n, L. I1Isley, Jllllyville, H. Dean, Nurth Eas', 
S. C. Barney, North Harmony, D. Hurlburt, ht Portland, I. C. 
Stoddard, Ripley, C. Sanderson, Sherma.", Dca. Harris, Wa.gnedlle, 
C. C. Capron, Wattsbu·rgh, and N. Kesler, If est Portland, be a com­
mittee, with liberty to fill any vacancies in their number, to augment 
the Widow's and Orphan's Fund. 

Wher"a$, the associatio~ of 'churches is for other purposes than the 
consideration of questions of church polity, imposing new tests of 
fellowship and legislating for the churches. Therefore ReBoiud, 
'.rhat as an Association we deem it inexpedient to express an opinion 
in ref"rcnce to questions of a merely moral character, such as do not 
relate directly to the spirituality of the Churches and the general in­
terests of Zion in spreading the Gospel; leaving the Churches to form 
their own opinions and take their own action in reference to such 
qllestions. 

Tho Trustees of the Widow's Fund reported. Their report was 
adopted .-[See Report. No.7. 

'l'he committee on corresponding bodies reporteii 'th~t thoy found 
nothing in the correspondence demanding special action. Repot was 
adopted. 

The Apprailine Committee reported. Report .acoepted. 
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'l'he Auditing Committee reported that they had examined 1M 
'treasurer's Account and found it correct. Report accepted. 

'l'be committee on the State of Religion reported. The report wu " 
accepted and adopt~d. 

The Treasurer then read his report which was accepted.-[See Rs­
port No. 8. 

The committee appointed at the last session to report on the Amer­
ican Baptist Publication Sooiety, presented their report. Report ac­
cepted to be printed in the minutes.-[See Report No.1. 

On mption, a committee of three was appointed whose duty it shall 
be to carry into effect the recommendation contained in the report on 
thS'Publication Society. 

Brn. Ainsworth, Kidder and Stowell were appointed "said committee. 
Br. H. :Smith spoke in behalf of the Publication Society, and took 

a collection amounting to $7,61. 

The minutes were read and approved. 
Prayer was offered by Br. Randall. 
Br. Kidder preached trom Romans x: 4.-For Ckri" i. the end 0/ 

Ile law for rigkteousne .. '0 every Ofle that belieIJfth. 
The Association then enjoyed a season of eonferenee. 
On motion it was Re<olred, That the thanks of this body be tender· 

ed to the brethren and friends of this village and vicinity, for the cor­
diality with which we have been received to their houses and welcomed 
to their hospitalities; and also, to the Choir for their kind and inter­
esting services during this session. 

The Moderator then gave a short address and closed the session 
with prayer. 

The Association adjourned. Benediction by Br. P. Cross. 
ft. W. SISSON, Moderator. 

SPENCER S. AINSWORTH, Clerk, l 
I. N. PEASE, Assis't. Clerk. S 

STANDING RESOLUTIONS. 

1. That tho churches be requested to state in thoir annual epistles 
:e amQunt raised by them for the various benevolent objects during 

~ ya.r and furnish complete lists of the goods sent to the association. 
t .2: Any brother having a copy of our minutes last published, con-
IlInlllg his ' 
any name as 8. delegate to this boJy ~ha.lI hI' a dp\oll'otc to 

CI)Tr<:"Ptl r 
' nc II1g ASRocintion h<' JnllY" attend. 



REPORTS. 

N'O. I.-REPORT ON PUBLICATION sOdIEl'1. 
Your committee, appinted. at the last session of the Association, to 

present a report upon the Publication Society, have been no less im­
pressed with the importance of the work whioh the Publication Soci­
ety has to accomplish, than they have been gratified with the suooess 
and favor by which the Society has' been characterised. 

Your commmittee regard the existance of tract and publication so­
oieties as an interesting fact and one auspicious to genuine christiani-' 
ty. And as your committee bear a love to the principles and prac­
tices of the Baptist denomination, and firmly believe them to be in ac­
cordance with the principles of eternal truth and righteousness, they 
cannot but be interested in the success and enlargement of the 
operations of the American Baptist Publication Society. 

We might speak of the great and important works of sending 
Baptist publications into foreign lands-ofthe many nations who now 
look to this society as the source whence such works must mainly or 
alone come-of the adaptation of the volumes and traots issued to the 
wants of the swarms of emigrants annually crowding our shores-, 
of the importance of such in making inroads upon Romanism ill' 
our own or foreign lands-and upon these points volumes might be 
profitably written, but your committee regard it as more particularly 
their duty to suggest something in regard to the importance ofa gener­
ous sympathy and hearty cooperation upon the part of this Associa' 
tion with the society, and also upon the importance of a wider circu' 
lation of its volumes and tracts within the bounds of the AssociatioP' 

We consider the object of the Publication Society, and the dici~ 
Bnd wisdom. with which its operations are chracterised as alike col1 
mandatory thereof to every Baptist. ' 

Your corgmittee are further of the opinion that some efficient m¢ 
1!hould be adopted by this Association to seoure a general circu18ti~ 
of the works of the Publication Society among the churches of t~~ 
body, and abo in the unoccupied field~ in the Yi('inity. 
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Your oommittee would suggest that this might be accomplished by 
the following plan:-That the Association appoint a committee who 
shall be authorized to order books by the direction of the Association, 
but the committee themselves be responsiblc for the same, and that 
this committee secure the services of each pasto~ in the Association 
to act as Colporteur in his own ehurch, and that such pasturs or per· 
sons as do this and receive books of the committee, becomc responsible 
to the committee for the amount of books taken by them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

SPE~CER S. AINSWORTH, ~ Com. 
JOHN F. SMITH, S 

NO. 2 • ...:.REPORT ON STA'rE CONVENTION. 

Your COinntitttee to consider the subject of the State Convention 
would respectfully report:-That in their opinion, the cultivation of 
our own field is invested with all that importance which attends our 
foreigti benevolent enterprises. The cireulation of the Bible, and the 
preaching of Christ crucified, on hcathen shores depend upon the 
Btate of our churches at homc. From them must come the funds to 
carryon these operations, and the men to preach the way of righte_ 
ousness. The souls of men too are as precious here as on heathen 
ground, and stand as \'ea11y in need of the Gospel. But it is not every 
field around us that· can be cultivated by the means which it can fur­
nish. While some have more than the necessary means for home 
expendititures, such fields call upon us for the means to secure their 
cultivation. This is the work of the State Convention. Many 
churches in this body have been nurtured during their weakness by 
its ready hand. And now thoro are others in important places de­
manding assistance, whero wcre once the standard of the cross fairly 
erected, great good would undoubtedly bo aC'complishcd Among 
theso places may be mentioned Westfield and 'Vattshurg-one of 
thom a prominent point in our own county, and the other in Erie county 
Pa., adjoining us. Our relations to thil! field demand of us an effort 
to maintain the canse of Christ-a vigorous and continued eft'ort.­

,:We conclude by commcndlng the Com'ention to the churchee, and 
Ilrging them to contribute more liberally than eyer for its support at 
the present aliBis, that itn o!JlbarraEsmcnt~ m :;.:. be relic'/ed. 

~ll:)!~,~tt~d, F. KIDDER. 
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NO. a.-OBITUARY OF REV. AMOS WlLLIAMS. 
Your committee to prepare an Obituary Notice of Rev AmosWil_ 

Iiams, who departed this life February 13th, 1850, would respectfully 

Report:-
REv. AMOS WILLIAMS was born in March 1797, and in childhood 

removed with his parents to '\Yestern Pennsylvania, which was'then 
a wilderness. Pre'l"iolls to his conversion, he had had but few opportu_ 
nities to RC'<juire religions knowledge. Awakened by reading" Bax­
ter's C~II to the Unconverted," in his 21st year, he for weeks sought 
the favor of God by the strict performance of lmown religious duties, 
bnt when he projJOs.ed to a pious sister to Ilnite with the church, the 
inquiry_ " what he would do if the chll~eh refuscd to receive him," fill­
ed him with anguish and he rei=licd: "J f the chUf(~h shot me out, the 
Lord will take me in and I will seek him." He soon found peace in 
believing ani unitoa with the McKean Baptist Church. In his 23d year· 
he was placed on Zion's walls and continued to· preacrh for 30 years. 
In thc places where he resided-in Harbor Creek, North East and 
'Vaynel'ille in this Association, and also in Carmel, McKean and 
Rockdale in French Creek Association, there arc many who can testify 
to the preeioll~ness of the Gospel which they heard from his lips.­
Though entiruly deprived of the adv;fntages of early culture, m!>re 
tIH!:l a common English Education, yet in the inte· vuls of labur on tlie 
[arm, and Pastoral duties, he acqnired a sufficient knowledge of Greek 
to cnablo him to read the New Tflstament in the Original Greek.­
HiE death was too sudden to gi\'e opportunit.y for dying testimony to 
thll yalue ef Reiigion, but he held himself ill readiness for tho sum­
mol).S l'l'ery hour. messed is that servant which when his Lord cometh 
he shall find so doing. 

The Ministry of Br. 'Villiams ""'as not so much marked by great­
nO$S, as by sound, simple truth. His own lifo illustrated the Gospel 
which he p~eached; and a member of another denominaticn oneo 
taid of him to tho writer, "Br. 'Yilliams loves holy living as well as 
any man I ever knew". By his brethren he was esteemed as a deyo· 
ted, mcck, and humble Minister of Christ-retiring in his demeanor­
rreaehing Christ rather than himself. Let us imitate his piety, whi:e 
we pympathize with his bereaved family, and bear testimony whilo we 
live to the truth·, that we may at last cnter into rest with him and bIt 
these who line gone before. Respectfully submitted. 

8,. S AINSWORTH, ~ C ·ttee. 
F KIDDER, S omml 
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NO. 4.-0El~UARYOF REV. CHARLES LAHATT. 
Your committee appointcd to prepare a brief Obituary of Rev. 

Charlo3 La' Hatt would re3pectfu\ly submit the following:-
,REV. CHARLES LA HATT was born July 2<1, 1764, in the city of S~ 

G.)ar, Germ:luy, on the banks of tho River Rhino. When between 3 
.Rnd 4 yen.3 of age, ho b.egan to attend a Gerlnan school; at 8~ years 
be c:>mmcneed the study of Latin; at 12 he was taken with the smail 
pox, and .eame very n~ar losing his life, but Gud, having muchlor him 
to learn, do, and suner,. was pleased to restoTu him to health. Atthis 
time he was bound to a military physician and surgeon as an Ilppren­
Dee, an.d enterQd college at.--; but SOO:1 his services wore required 
in the army; rCn;lained five ycars and a half, was in nine battles at­
tending the wounded and sick. On account of the hard treatment he 
received, at 17 he abandoned his apprenticeship, went to England' 
and taught a German school, camo to America to transact some busi­
ness, again returned to England and'resumod his teaching. Whilo 
residing in London, it pleased God to show him his sinfnlness, and 
r»oTfo1ifully bring him to Chriilt, in whom ~o foulll1 pcace and joy_ 
While in Eagland, ho went to Garmany and Scotland three times to 
v,isit his friends;. tho last time they' were all dead except ono brothor 
and one sister. In July, 178:1, he (lame to New York to transact 
b!lsineBs for a gentleman in England; ,in 171)1 he joined the Baptist 
Church in that city, began to preae.h the sarno year, and the next year 
o,yas "vr.dained. 

The Baptists in New York City at .tQl!-t timo numbered about 120, 
in which city he preaohed te;} Y03.'rs. In 18n, he removed to Ncwark, 
N. J., whore he preach.ad six years, and then went on a mission to 
preach to the dostitute.' In 1809, removod to Pittstown, Rensselaer 
Co., where he iaQorqfi eight years ;' from thence went on a mission to 
Canada. In 1819, he removed to Now Li.;bon, Otsego co., where he 
preached twollty-five months, after which ho settlod at Gtftlford, Che­
nango co., whero he preMhcd nearly thrac years. In 1823, he went 
to Portland, whore he resided and preached for twenty-sev~n years. 
In a lotter from whieb the above particulars are mostly taken he says 
"Y , uu mast think that in so many years, J have had an opportunity to 
he~r and soe much good and evil, yet iny mind bas not altered on th~ 
great sUbjeot of religion from first to l88.t, and it is throngh muoh mer­
~ I liv~ and can move about to preaoh tho gospel still." He wentte). 
oredonia 011 tho 29t11 of July last to spend a few days' with his friends. 

11 the 1st of ~UgU8t he was taken with the cholora morbu8 in its mOllt 
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malignant (orm. All skill WI! bafiled in checking the discaae, and on 
the morning of the 4th inst, he calmly fell asleep in Jesus. During 
bis short sickness he was tranquil, happy and resigned; and being in 
the 87th year of his age, he came down to the grave as a sheck o~ 
corn fully ripe in its season. As he preached the Sabbath before his 
deeease to the people of his charge, with whom he had labored twenty­
seven years, and expeeted to return and preach the following Sabbath, 
the voice that came to welcome him home, found him slumbering 
.. beneath his red cross shield." On Monday his remains were carried 
to Portland, where a large assembly gathered to pay to their venerable 
teacher their last respects on earth, while the deep feeling manifested 
on the occasion showed how much he was respected as a man, a chris­
tian and a preacher. The occasIon was improved by 11 sermon from 
S. T. Griswold of Fredonia. 

S. T. GRISWOLD, Chairmllnof Com. 

NO. 5.-CORRESPONDING SECRE'fA;RY'S REPORT. 
The Corresponding Secretary would present the following Report: 

He has sent copies of your last Minutes to thc bodies with which the' 
Association usually corresponds, and has received Minutes frem the 
following AssociOJ.tiuns, v~:- Rensscill.erville, Washington U nioD, 
Genesee, Seneca, Buflalo, Oswego, Otscgo, Hudson Rivcr, Wayne. 
J:\ow York, Ncphentown. Cayuga, Cattaraugus, Reck RiYer Ohio, 
Oneida, Dlltehes~, Genesetl River, Worcester, Canisteo River, "Or­
leans, Madison, Suratogll, French Creek, Erie, Ontario, Broom and 
Tioga, Niagara, Monroo. 

He has also received reports and other documents from different 
benevolent bodias with which the AssociatioI) corr<lspopds, 

SPENCER S. AINSWOJl.TfI. 90r. S~c. -NO.. 6.-MISSIONA;ltY COfdf\UTTEE!S REPORT. 
That tbey have recommended to Jamestown $50,00. which hal 

been approved by the Convention. 
Also, to WattEburg, on condition they secure a Minister 

and build a Meeting House, ,$150,00 
Also, to Clymer, on condition they secure a Parsonage, 100,00 

which have not yet been acted upon by the Convention. 
F. KIDDER. Sec. -NO.. ?-REPORT OF THE" TRUSTEES OF THE WIDCW'S 

AND ORPHAN'S FUND. 
Amount on hand la&t year. 
Interest on the samo, 
Contrib~tion the preBcnt year, 

'116,48 
10,89 
6.8'7 
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NO. 8.-TREASURER'S REPORT. 
Ta.ble 8ho~ing the amount plloid by Churches at the present meet­

In!. and th~ ye3.r pa:.t as far as R30ertained. 
===-=== __ ~c_'-_""_,=c"" ___ , __ ~-= f 

~ t. B lV"1 IAm't 
~N\Y.B.S .. Union, A&:'dJ'dfr 
1 C'lllven J-rn, -----.F B s'nd' <------ ~,,1is~. I'n,'t Past I So. be' lit fo:al. 
1lU, ',.g"oct" lIl'l'g year. IJhj't 

----, ~l- '-, ,----. - --
Ba,;ti Clurch, i 9,78' 'd,7S 2,0016,00 5,00'19,00 60,51 
Carrull C3uroJ,! 1,00. 6,50 7,,'iO 
Ri/luy C~lUrCJ, 3,00: 20,00 23,1'0 
F.-ieno; ia Ri)cy, 9,35: 9,35 
Cui. MeU\. &. r're.;t. ~ ~ ! 

COil/{ Q'Ji.wy, S : 1 J ,80; J J ,80 -
Harnuny Ca:lft'J, ~19'4',~11'501 25,00', '0,"1: 14,08 IH8,04 
Jum~3tLlwn ClIcHe:1, PO,VliI7,Oti ;.:l;J,<l5,20,OO 54,001:23,31 
ClYlfl~" ChurcJi, ; 14,0-,;..lO,08 ;23,00 57,58 
Mayvill" C;lLlI'dl, ~ 0,1:':'<1,00116,4<1 2,-W'1;;,O() 57,'tJ7 
A ~i,;te. or' L'f. K Ch.,~ I ,50 I ,50 
1st l'u:'lIalld Charch,"': 11,:.l1 i ,96 '12,17 
Westtield Chun:h, 1 2,50: 2,50 
Wust,Portland C!l" ~ 6,25; 2,50 6,00 l"OO,ll,2912,45 3g,~9 
du. t"r A"arn :So :S., l 0,401 6",0 

Wattsburgh Churoh, l 7,00; 3,49 \ 10,47 
HaqoT Cree!( ChUTC:I!,: 20,371 20.37 
du. fuTFr(JeMi~siC)ns! l 17,00 17,00 

FClDJle Hua't ::lo. of ( i i 
do. c:a~h and goods S! lI,75! lI,n 

Deal:oll Putnolll,! 5,00, 5,00 
Dr. CJddiilgton, by ~ ~ 

S. S. A., S I 1,00, 1,00 
Miss C,)uk, Harmony,~ 1 ,25 ,25 
Cal. fJr Convuntion, 13,48' ] 3,48 
FrewsIJurg Church, 5,59 12,16 ,1,50 19,55 
A Sister, ,18 ,18 

do_ 1,76 1,75 
Col. fJr A. B. P. So, 7,61 7,61 
H, A ol>,)t, Busti, li)r dol 1,00 J ,00 
Ashville ChllWh, fi,70 (i.70 
Sherman Ch'lre:1. 1:.l,12 12,12 
Pinu Grovu CilUTc:h, 2.39 2,a9 
Dcwittville Ch:lTO~I, 4,Ofi 4.06 
Col rJr N. Y.H:l?t. ~ > 

Education S,-,uillty. S II :.l5,on 25,.';0 
Col. t'r WidllW'd r\wd 5,37 5,37 
---'--;---'~ -- -- ---

Totals. t~6,JO:90,3n -lIi,l': .. " .. ;j_;1o.7" 33,H!) 100,;;' 77o.6fJ 
"Of Lile .1I.~1 p'll,' "Y lbi' ~hureh j'"r U ... wu Mi •• le",., fiG,; J WiI'llaid du,lDlllllll!l' 

pa.lleoill ... ~u... iIci~ \1<1IJI,,!.1." v.a.:lo. ,.. .... I'AI1 at UlOl'f'l"&Gl _11111_ 
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REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF TilE CHURCHES. 
The committeo to whom was referred the condition ofthe Churohes, 

DIIlke the fellowing Report: 
AS!JVILLE.-They enjoyed, the past wintel', a refreshing visitatioD 

of Oed's Spirit. t:louls wero converted-yet they have to mourn 
over their want of interest in ·spiritual things, and desire a greater out­
pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

BusTI.-They feel thank:ul that God has not forgotten them du­
ring the past year, but has refreshed thom with his presenoe. Some 
80uls havo boen converted~they feel, however, th~t they are not suf­
ficiently awakll to the interllsts of Zion. 

CLYMsll.-They flannot cheal' their brethrcn with a copious out-
. pouring of God'tI Spirit, yet many love thc ways of Zion, and ear­
nestly pray that their little vinc may become lik.e Joseph's bough, 
whoso branches ran over the wall. Union and peaco have boen en­
joyed amon;:; them. They think the prospeots of the church bright .. 
ening. 

CARRoLL.-This ohuroh cannot give 0. cheering account of them­
Belvcs, yet have no occasion to make our hearts sad by accounts of 
strife amung them. 'I'hey fllel iot.crested in all the benevolent move-
ments of the day. . ' 

FRENCH CREEK regrets that they ha\·e no cheering intelligence to 
bring. 'l'hoy feel thankf"ill fur some degree of'the Holy Spirit's influ­
ence. They ara destitute of a pastor-at tima5 fllel discouraged, 
yot hope in God who is ablc to sl1stain his believing children. 

FREWSBURG r<>joices in the convcrsion of some souls-have reeenti1 
socured a pastor, Br. W. H. Randall. Thoy pray that this eonneetioD­
may be a great blessing to the church. 'l'hey mourn that so many·of 
their nqmber feel no more interest iq th~ oause of' Christ. 

HARBOR CREBK.-This Church oannot, IlsIa8t Vtlar, give the tidings 
of the return of sinners to Christ. 'fhey hope ~~.Ilt ~~ere has heen a 
growth in gracc. They feol IlS th:>ugh the~e was great neod for 
ohristian aetion Ilnd steadfastnostl in thilll ~ay, whon so many profes­
Bors of" roligion arc turned aside by human organizations. '1'bey re­
mo:n:>e: "~h)~o in b;)lld~ as bound with them." 

H.!il.lIONY.-This efficient Church is moving forwal'd in peace and 
hnrmollY. They have had some tokens of divi~e faver. Their hope 
l1.'1d trust are still in Him who is AIOIlghty,·llnd doeth according to 
His own ploa5:1re. Pray th:Lt the sarno harmony that ho.s existed in 
tile ASBociaUon may bo cC:itinued. > 
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hIlBSl'OW!'I.-The palt year has been one of triai and p~08perjty. 

In the first part of the year, some of their number began to feel the 
low dtate o~ the church, and to pray earnestly for a revh'aI.-' 
The Lord heard, and they rcjoic('Id in the eonnmion of sinners.­
Thirty-eight have been baptized. Tho religious feehllir contillucS to 
be interostillg. 

MAYVILLE.-Their letter eont1.ins no intelligence of their spiritual 
aondition. 

NORTH EAsT.-It has been a year of spiritual dearth with this 
ahurch-have no pastor-are 80 feeble that they oannot support one. 

NORTH HARMOYY.-Tlio epistle of this church gives no v-eryenA 
couraging illttllligence. They have enjoyed preaohing the pa~t year. 
They feel to*ar decided tostimony against secret societies'" slavery. 

PINE GRovE.-This Church has enjoyed preaching during the pailt 
year one half of the time. 'fhey have been heavily afflioted by the 
death of several of their members, and the jail of one in whom they 
placed high hopes. 

FIRs'r PORTLAND.-Though woak, yet they feel to put their trust in 
God. They enjoyed last sprillg a rClvival 'rhey have no pastor, 
and feol dOtlply alflieted in tho death of l~athor La Hatt. 

RIPLEY CBIiTER.-This ohurch, though small, has beon ena!Jlod to 
maintain preaching tho past year. They regard this an oventful pe­
riod, when christians are oallod upon to make saeratiees for the truth. 
They .enjo:r the labors of Elder Stoddard. 

SHRRMAN.-They enjoy statll~' preaching, and have a largo and 
attentive congregation. 'fhey express a I!teadlat!tnes!! in tho" faitb 
once delivered to the saints. 'l'hey cordially welcomed the Association. 

WATTSBURG.-This Church was ~rganized llist spring-is s'tullted 
in a growing villagtl. '1'he membors manifest zeal in establishing the 
oause in their mid~t. They are few in numbers, y"t trust in GJd, and 
believe he will help them. They desire II. pastor very much, and are 
willing to do all in their power to support one. 

WAYl'IEVILLE.-They havo had but little preaohing the past year­
are very feeble, and milch sc'tttered. They have dismisbed a majority 
of their memllors to form a eh:lrch at Wattsburg. They are quite 
discouraged on aeaount 01' their! overty and the law state of religion, 
They leel that ·they have been greatly affiioted by the death at 
their beloved Pastor, Rev. A. William~. 

WuuiELD.-This Chureh rejoices that they still retain their visi­
bility. Tho melllaers have a miud to work, and are resolved to build 
a house of warllhip. They n.qucdt the prayers of their brothren that 
they may be sustained inlheir o!forts to advanotl tho causo of Christ 
in their midst. 

WUT PORTLAND.-Th.ey have had a mixed crop this year. Thcy 
mourn over the death of Father La Hatt. Thcy have secured the la­
bors of Br. C. B .. Reac. May thi. co:.nection bo luting and or great 
goud to Zion. 
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OIROULAR L.ETTER. 
Tho f.;!dors and M03sengors e:>rn;Josing the. Harm'lny Association, to 

the Charcl)(J3 whieh thoy re?re3ent, sead C!Jristiull Salutation. 
DBAR BRETHREN :-10 looking 0' e: the fluid whieh we oecuFY, and 

in reddwiog tho state of tho ol:lrc!J:)~, wu aro load to inq'li:u why is 
it th:.t wo du not en~oy a gr~ater deg~ee ot'rdJbus pros)erily 1 Why 
i3 it that so (fiany vi=it the House ot' G.Jd and hoar tbe G J;pel unmo­
ni 1 W,ll is it t!ut env J~t3 a~;) nlt m 11;i,>liel a:11 Zi:n fillal with 
n'.loicillg 1 Why is it t.hat Ollr letter:! aro so barren of intelligence in 
rdl'erulleEl to what God i:! doing far U.1 1 

In aaswor to thoso intorc_;tiag bquiric3, and similar on09 whieh 
might be made, suiler us to addresti you on the impo~aneu of tho 
presencu of the Holy Spirit ill the Churehos. 

The Church is designed to wield a mighty !nfluenee ill tho world. 
She is charged with the great work instrumentally of sccuring tho 
spirituality nnd purity of her own membur8, and also with the n~t loss 
important work 0" turning sinners nway from their iniquities, and 
lending them to Christ. When Ehe is .ceking these ob~ects earnest­
ly-when she is laboring to promote thorn, depending alone 011 the aid 
of her Redecmer and Head-she is tho "city sot on 0. hill "-seon 
from afar, and cll~oYI! a large mensure of prosFcrity. On the other 
hand, it' her members nre worldly in their feelings and pursuits-scek­
Jng indhidual interests in j:relimmce to those of Christ's cauEc-la­
boring to ~eour'e present FcrEOnal aduntnges to the neglect of their 
own sFiritunlily-hcr'infiuenee is lost to the CRuse of religion. No 
church can in this condition exert any c.ther th~n a destl'l:cthe inHn­
ence ill coremunity. N,o scch church is carrying out in prBclicotbe, 
high and holy prinoiFlos whioh she professes. No such church is oc­
oupying that ~Bntago ground abo\-e the world which her tonnder de­
signed whon ho {lOmmittcd to her the light to on lighten this dark world. 
and galo her in chargo tho GosFel to preach to tho natiolls. 

A church may bo popular-may hB \Ie a popular, talented and hlghl, 
educated ministry-may havc large and attenti~o congregations-and 
1et bo destituto of roal prospority. Whilu theso things are.noHo be 
avoidod-nay, while they aro good in t'emselves and rathoT to k 
sought-something more than \.hese are wanting to make the church 
what it should be to the world around her. Tho intlucnoos of the 
Holy SFirit atone can BllPFly what from tho naturc of the oaso,evOl1 
other supposable good mast fail to sup?ly here. We woqld!:lOt un-
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derrate the importance oC having beautiful a~l~ .CQov<lnient houses oC 
worship, a Jearl)ed and talented ministry, and a thousand other good· 
things; but what are they all when the Holy Spirit is absent and the 
light of Jehovah's euuntenance is withdrawn. 

The edification and spirituality of the church depends on the speeiul 
influences of the Holy Spirit. 

Grace i" not conveyed to the heart, as knowledge is to the mind, by 
the simple declaration of facts, or the exhibition uf doctrines-neither 
are spiritual exercises produced as mental efforts arc made, by the de­
termination of the will. An extraneolls influence is necessary-an 
unseen spiritual influence, to convey Grace to the heart and produce 
spiritual exercises--:"such an influence as every christian has felt but 
Cannot cxplain. Without it, no devotional exercise can be either 
Pleasant. or profitable. It is this divine influence that makes some 
seasons of christian worship eminently interesting, while tho absence 
of it renders other seasons barren and unprofitable. 

The religious exercises of tho primitive church wore for the most 
part eminently spiritual, and they wcre chargecl not to grieve away 
the Holy Spirit of Geld, as though to grieve ~im were the height of 
guilt. This Divine Comforter was to be Qontinually presont with 
thcm-having seah)d thom unto the day of Redemption. No one can 
be spiritulj.lly l)1incled clestitllto or" tliia &ilcred ~nfluenc(l front above.­
No ono con grow in grace without the influence of tlu~t sacred ~pirit 
which confers all grace. It is necossary, therefore, that we have the 
indwelling of thc Huly S?irit, in order to personal d(lvotioll and the 
larger measure of tqe sp.iriL wo pOflsess the moro visible ana regular 
will be ~1).r rolie-jqu8 Il-.dvancement. So the Ephesians were com·llan­
dod to bo filled With the Spirit-to cast every other influenco out or 
the heart, and let this influonco alone reign thore and control them.­
And tho Ephesian Christians wero bound to be filled with th\, Spirit. 
'l'he eujoymont of the christian most.(lertainly depends upon th(jl pres­
ence of that Spirit who is " Anq.;hor Comtorter." All our con~olc.­
tion must be drawn from other than a religious source, if it docs net 
flow to the soul through this divinely consecrated channel. The pres­
ence of tho Holy Spirit, if we regard only thc benefits to be conferred 
on the church, is invested with all the importance which the scripturos 
attach to "growing in Grace," and to "Joy in the Holy Ghost."~ 
4nd wher.over the christian worships-whether he bows down in the 
closet around the family altar, in the social circle, or the Pllblic con­
~rQg:tion-df,lvotion needs tho samlJ diYine aid, and with such I4d oaoh 
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t h laeeB are Bethels to tho soul. The ohurch oompo.ad ot 
otesep .." 
suoh members as feel their need of the Spmts presence, and are con-
tinually seeking the controllinll influence of this Heavenly Comforter, 
must pass.css reace, union, brothcrly love and a large religious pros­
perity. It Is need1esB to say, that of such members eyery church 
sh:uld be composed-that such should be tho character of overy pro­

r"ssing chri!!tian. 
But if sneh an influence is nectled to secure the irtcrests of religion 

in the church herself, how much more when wo consider the mjlSsioQ 
with which sho is charged to a rerighing world, and the great chllnges 
to bc wrought in it thruugh her agency. 

We do not undervalue the institutiolls of religion when wo say thoy 
neycr of' themEelves produced a single instancc of genuine comcrsion 
to God. The reading of the word of God-the devotions nf his peo­
ple-the preaching of tho gosrel-the urdinances of the church-none 
of them, nor all of them e('lmbined, without somel othor influence ever 
turned one sinner "from Satan unto God." They may all be atten­
ded from time to time, they have been ill thousands of instances, and 
tpe sjDn,er only-becomes more and more hardened in sin. It is only 
WhCll the Spirjt is present in thes!! divinely apPQinted institutions that 
the worlt of Grace is performe<l on the heart, and these institution. 
nre the chosen medium of the Spirit'~ communication with the soul. 
They are, thelfJre, as noceseary in the astabIished order of things 
as the influence of the Sphit, but their renl efficiency dopends entirely 
on the Spirit's presence. 

1he S~riptures ~oI1tain no promiso that lill those who h,enr the Gqs­
pel "hall become conYerts. On the contrary, tho Gospel is a sweet' 
savor of Chri .. t in them thnt perish as in tho:n who are saved. It is 
only when the Spirit from on "high attends the gospel and moves the 
heart to receive nnd obey it that it beeomes ., a savor of life unto 
life." The Apostle illustrates this by saying that he "might plant­
Apolios might water-but God gavA the increase." None could plant 
better than Paul, and yet he could do nothing more. None could 
water better than the mighty and eloquent Apollo!, ar.d yet he could 
do nothing more. With slIch ministers as they were, and such labo­
rious Iliforts as they made, all their Sllccess was ascribed to God. And 
if this was the case with Paul and Apollos when they preaehed, can 
it be nny the less necessary for ministers now 1 Can we cxpeet the" 
preaching to which we listen to eonvcrt men and bring them to the 
!tedeemer, when thei~'s d!~ I:.ot 1 They who build tho w81~ of Zioll, 
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. labor but i~ ~~iD· ~~I~s~ 'tlod ~id them in this sllored work. ..; Dilfgenoe, 
vigilance and talent ought to be employed in every part of the sacred 
wor~ which is entrusted to us, but we must depend entirely on the 
Lord fot: the attending blessing; or they will be employed in vain. In 
addition to the institutions of the gospel preached in their primitive 
simplicity and purity, we must have the Holy Spirit sent down from 
Heaven, to give efficiency to them. It is tiot enough that wa be cor­
rect in our religious faith and conscientious in our practice; we must 
have within us the Spirit of Christ. It was this that gave such suc­
cess to the ministry of the primitive preachers, and the labors of the 
first christian churches that were planted. It was this that was felt 
in the heart when thc word of the Lord grcw and multiplied and con­
verts walked in the fear of the Lord and in the Holy Ghost. It it! 
this influence that has marked every season of religious prosperitYf 
and every ingathering of souls into the fold of Christ. It is this in­
fluence that must continue to distinguish all seasons of prospcritr to' 
the church for all time to come. 

In view of these truths, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation ...... 
Po not undervalue the preached word and the institutions of Christ's­
house, and neglec~ them on one hltlld-nor expect from t!Jem alone what 
they never can accomplish on the other. Be as diligent in your attell­
tion to Gospel in8titutions and in your support of them as though they 
could save a worfd. and yet pleau- as earnestly and as importunately 
for the Holy Spirit as thong-h these institutions were entiroly useless. 
·Look beyond them for the necessary influence to sanctify them to 
your religious advancement, and to make them elfeetual on the sinner's 
heart. .A,spire continually for higher things in the christian eour8C, 
in~tead of being satisfied wLh what yO'1 have alread-y attained, The 
sati .. fied soul wiII never advance in the gospel race. It' you are per­
sonally destitute of t!Je Spirit's infiucn':e, be alarmd fJr your~eH: a:1<1 
plead the willingness of "Onr Fother in Heaven" to give the Spirit 
to such ns seek him. Be importunate, nnd humIJle your~elf before the 
throne, until you feel again the divine breathings in yO\ll' heart. If 
you find the spirit of devotion waning ill the c!·lUreh, se~k to awaken 
an interest on this subject :l;mong hor members Lenel them it' possi­
ble to pray for restoring Graue, If all around you, sinners are careless 
and unmoyed\ ycu know the Hory Spi"dt alone can awaken and move 
them. Seck by fen"ent prayer the prescnee of this divine and clii~ 
cient agent to make the !Deans of grace which they .enjoy ~he ,P?wer 
of God Ullto their salvatIOn. And now, brethren, may our mdlvldual 
ptayer-our umted petition !le, "·Cast ns not away f~om thy pr('~ence, 
and take WIt thy Holy Spirit from us." 
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CONSTITUTION OF T~ A~SOCIATION. 
III all aosocia&ed bodies, whetller !'IYII or rehgl"u •. power ollght. '" be 

yeated BO Ii .. BS i~ nace .. ary I,) carry JOto elfJc I tbe obJectll 1I1l1! de.l~n. or 
eDch n8~ocifttion9, and no filrther~ . 

And IU ever)" r"II"I, .. G".P9! I.hur"r, 19 r,IIly p.rn.:nwere!1 to elp.~llte every 
brand, IIf ehu .. ·h oli<rll'hll~. II would he ... urpIlII".n ror any b?rl>; II( men 
wh"t~\"er to nlle,fere III mllllt'rs o( fanb and practice 00 a" to hmlt Ihe all· 
Ibo;ilY 0; Il.l~,'" I.IlJ in 1"i)d,ddIlC~ .. I" tlh •. C:lIlrcbe.. W ~ beh .. ve th'lt no 
chure.1 ill lit lihiiUY til ~".t"r l,rHI) :lllr·~I);n'·lIn·~II.n I,r 'lgrael113nt whatev.ar to 
IraR",fc!'r rhBlr puwer ,It dl.nc., dl~cl..,hne. IIISr.irore. we. rU :\fl a .. SIJCl!\tmn 
Uilerl)' di.clalm 1111 inlerferrence Willi the diSCipline ofony J.nrlicular churcb. 

ART. J. ThiS ho.ly slull ha c~lIe,1 the lIarm Illy H'll'Ust \ .... ci"tinn. 
ART. II. !\ni r"~ular Ih,.ti.t • :i1urch mav b9cllma a Inamber uf this ASlo· 

clalion by cumplYlDg wilh il. ':onsl.itution 1111.1 Hy-I.aw •• 
ART. III. It _h III be the ohj<ct ofthi. AssoCiatilln to.gRin iniorrnlltion or 

Ihe Itllte of lh3 dllr~rpnt ehllr<lilas-llrumllle unity of faitll ami practice, and 
Becure ulllon of ,"ffLlrls rn IhE' inlere.ls of ZirJn. 

Ai T. IV. rhe offic~rs of' this body sllall bl' a ;\fo!lerator, Clerk. TrollolJrer, 
and Corresponding SecrelRry, The iVlOderator and G lerk sball be cbosen 
annllallr. The Treasurer lind Corresponding Secrelary to hold tbe .. offices 
during Ihe plellsure of thl' Assllciation. 

AR·r. V. The ufficers menlioned in Art. 4 •• h,,11 perCorm lht' duties usualJ.y 
pertnrning tn their re.pecth'e ·"fficl's. The Treasurer and Corresponding 
Secretary sball rll"\>IIrt unnually til the' As.oci:llir>n. 

ART. VI Churnh". cllm~ns:ng Ihis ,\ •• ncintion sh.1I repr"sent thomselves 
by deleglltes nnd letter. III BRCII nnnllni nntl semi-nnn'laI8es.ion, staling in 
theiraunn," leller. tbeir eOlllili'>n lind pr<liper.t~.1I1oir aololillon8. diminlltinns, 
IIml presenl number. t.lle Ilm'''lDt they b',,"e rllised fllr henevnlent nbjeets, 
dllrrn~ Ihl' cUrrenl yenr. And tha IIm'oanlthe)" semi f"r printing ;\1 foTUtes, 

ART. VII. Any regular Baptiil Churell npplyiug h)' letter Rnd delegateS', 
alan)· regular se.si •• n. m"y. ul'on a Y,.le "r,wo·thirrls uf Ihe churches rep­
resented' boy delegales in said sessilln. become n member of the Assoc;"­
lion. 

ART. VIII. This assol!illlion i. a vulnnt:"y I1nmn-i. IlIdepen,loRt-hll. 
power to gllvern itselr. auJ III disslllv .. it. cunnexinn with nny church thai 
8hnll violate the Gon.litutinn or By-l.!lws. IIr becllme corrupt in its f"ilh or 
pr,lcllce. by a vote of tw,,-thir.l. of Lhe cllllrcllOS rel.resented by deleglltes in 
the le,.lion. 

AliT. IX, /\ny church m!ly he di.missed from this aSRociation, by II proper 
applicDli" .. at nn nnnuni meeting, if in gllo.1 slnntling at the time. 

,\,,·r. X. "his I:o".ritlltlo'l IR Iy be "llorodllt .my 'mnll,,1 sos.ion by a two­
Iblrd. ,·ol.e of thllse churches delegaled in the oesslon. ",,·r. XI Tili. ·\ .... cilli,m sll"1l1 lR'et Rnn'II,lIy on Ihe Tllestlay nexl 
precl'tling the h,st Wedne.d"y of Angl."I. lit 1 o'clock, p, M •• nnd semi-annllally 
on the laot l'IIe8dny preceding Ihe a.1 Wetlne.day in Fehruary. IlL to o'clock, 
A. ~J., .. uoch pll1r,es nsshail bc de.i~ .. ~ted althe previolls session. 

BY-LAWS. 
1. Elich silling of this " •• ociall"n ohall bo opened nnd clo,ed b)' prRyer, 

IInder Ih~ direclion of the Muderntor 
2. Immedilltl'ly lifter the inlroductory sermon, tho iUoderlllor shall 01111 Iho 

meetlnl! til order. 
a. ·Ht"r the allp")inlrn~nl of \I",lar;,I"r Ilni Clork, the nllmM of the dele· 

gales frllm the dilferent chur,,·he. slull b9 delivAre.1 10 th .. Clerk. 
4. The IIsulll Committees shall be 1l0minllted by the Moderator and chosen 

by Ihe hlldy. 
5. Nil m'lUer. shall be debated nnless before the Alsodlliion in the (arm 

of" resolution, . 
6. Tho IJy-LIlW8 shall be r811d by the ~foderator immediately after Ihe or­

ganizalion of the Afiocl'llion, 
7. The ~y-Laws may .... altA",'l "ron tit" ermr.I.,r.nre or~ mft;ority .,rth. 

dfl!"-9ufflf' 1T1 &tlf'ndqnf'!e. 
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OFFIUERS OF THE AssoCt\TION. 

G. W. SISSON, M(Jderator, Ad.viile. 
J. B. BURROWS, Treasurer, Mayville. 
S. S. AINSWORTH, Cor. Secretary, Fanama. 

NOTICES. 


	IMG_0001
	IMG_0002_1L
	IMG_0002_2R
	IMG_0003_1L
	IMG_0003_2R
	IMG_0004_1L
	IMG_0004_2R
	IMG_0005_1L
	IMG_0005_2R
	IMG_0006_1L
	IMG_0006_2R
	IMG_0007_1L
	IMG_0007_2R
	IMG_0008_1L
	IMG_0008_2R
	IMG_0009_1L
	IMG_0009_2R
	IMG_0010_1L
	IMG_0010_2R
	IMG_0011_1L
	IMG_0011_2R
	IMG_0012_1L
	IMG_0012_2R
	IMG_0013_1L
	IMG_0013_2R
	IMG_0014_1L
	IMG_0014_2R
	IMG_0015

