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Clymer. That Br. F. Kidder preach the Missionary. Sermon. That
Br. W. A. Randall preach on the Bible Cause.

-Resolved, That Brn. Ainsworth, Cross and Stowell be a committee to
make arrangements for the other exercises of the semi-annual meeting.

That a committee of Brn. Burrows, Cross and Stowell be appointed
to examine the depository of bibles at Mayville, and to dispose of the .
same as they may deem best, and report at the semi-annual session.

That Brn. Randall and Stowell be a committee to reportat the next
annual session on the subject of ministerial education.

That Brn Ainsworth and Cross be a committee to report on the
State Convention.

That Brn Read and Sanderson be a committee to report on the A.
B. Pub. Soct.

That the Constitution be amended in the VI and XI Aticles so asto
make provision for the semi-annual sessions.—[See constitution.

That Br. 8. 8. Ainsworth of Harmony, Chairman, Brn. Stowell of
Clymer, A. A. Atherly of Ashville, H. Abbott, Busti, W. H. Randall,
Frew:burgh-and Carroll, E. B. Sparks, Pine Grove, Dea. J. Putnam,
Deuwittville,P. S. Hawley,'Frenclz Creek,B. M, Alden, Harbor Creek,
J. C. Breed, Jamestoun, L. Illsley, Mayville, H. Dean, North East,
S. C. Barney, North Harmony, D. Hurlburt, 1st Portland, 1. C.
Stoddard, Ripley, C. Sanderson, Sherman, Dea. Harris, Wayneille,
C. C. Capron, Wattsburgh, and N . Kesler, West Portlund,be a com-
mittee, with liberty to fill any vacancies in their number, to augment
the Widow’s and Orphan’s Fund.

Whercas, the association of churches is for other purposes than the
consideration of questions of church polity, imposing new tests of
fellowship and legislating for the churches. Therefore Resolved,
That as an Association we deem it inexpedient to express an opinion
in reforence to questions of a mercly moral character, such as do not
relate directly to the spirituality of the Churches and the general in-
terests of Zion in spreading the Gospel; leaving the Churches to form -
their own opinions and take their own action in reference to such
questions. '

The Trustees of the Widow’s Fund reported. Their report was |
adopted.—[See Report No. 7.

The committee on corresponding bodies reported “that thoy found |

nothing in the correspondence demanding special action. Repot was
adopted.

The Appraising Committee reported. Report scoepted.



11

The Auditing Committee reported that they had examined the
T,easurer’e Account and found it correct. Report accepted.

The committee on the State of Religion reported. The report was -
accepted and adopted.

The Treasurer-then read his report which was accepted.—[See Re-
port No. 8.

The committee appointed at the last session to report on the Amer-
jcan Baptist Publication Society, prescnted their report. Report ac-
oepted to be printed in the minutes.—[See Report No. 1.

On motion, a committee of three was appointed whose duty it shall
be to carry into effect the recommendation contained in the report on
the Publication Society.

Brn. Ainsworth, Kidder and Stowell were appointed said committee.

Br. H. Smith spoke in behalf of the Publication Society, and took
a collection amounting to $7,61.

The minutes were read and approved.

Prayer was offered by Br. Randali.

Br. Kidder preached from Romans x: 4.—For Christ is the end of
the luw for righteousness to every one that believeth.

The Association then enjoyed a season of conference.

On motion it was Re-olved, That the thanks of this body be tender~
ed to the brethren and friends of this village and vicinity, for the cor-
diality with which we have been received to their houses and welcomed
to their hospitalities ; and also, to the Choir for their kind and inter-
esting services during this sessioms

The Moderator then gave a short address and closed the session
with prayer.

The Association adjourned. Benediction by Br. P. Cross.

&, W. SISSON, Moderator.

Seencer S. Ainsworth, Clerk,
I. N. Prasg, Assis’t. Clerk. §

STANDING RESOLUTIONS.

thel'uTh&t the.churches be requested to state in their anr{ual epist‘les

the y;:o.unt rmse.d by them for the various benevolent objects ('lur.mg

2 A;an: furnish complete lists of the goods sent to the :‘a,ssoclatwn.

taining zi rother having a copy of our minutes last pubhshed, con-

any %": nam.e as a delegate to this body shall be & delegato to
"SPonding Association he may- attend.



REPORTS.

NO. 1.—REPORT ON PUBLICATION SOCIETY.

Your committee, appinted. at the last session of the Assoclatlon, to
present a report upon the Publication Society, have been no less im-
pressed with the importance of the work which the Publication Soci-
ety has to accomplish, than they have been gratified with the success
and favor by which the Society has been characterised .,

Your commmittee regard the existance of tract and publication so-
cieties as an interesting fact and one auspicious to genuine christiani-
ty. And as your committee bear a love to the principles and prac-
tices of the Baptist denomination, and firmly believe them to be in ac-

cordance with the principles of eternal truth and righteousness, they
cannot but be interested in the success and enlargement of the
operations of the American Baptist Publication Society.

We might speak of the great and important works of sending
Baptist publications into foreign lands—of'the many nations who now
look to this society as the source whence such works must mainly or
alone come—of the adaptation of the volumes and tracts issued to the
wants of the swarms of emigrants annually crowding our shores—,
of the importance of such in making inroads upon Romanism in
our own or foreign lands—and upon these points volumes might be
profitably written, but your committee regard it as more particularly
their duty to suggest something inregard to the importance of a gener
ous sympathy and hearty cooperation upon the part of this Associs:
tion with the society, and also upon the importance of a wider cirer
lation of its volumes and tracts within the bounds of the Associatio®

We consider the object of the Publication Society, and the efficien
and wisdom with which its operations are chracterised as alike co”
mendatory thereof to every Baptist. '

Your committee are further of the opinion that some efficient mes*
should be adopted by this Association to secure a general cn-cuh!””r
of the works of the Publication Society among the churches of
body, and also in the unoccupied fields in the vieinity.
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Your committee would suggest that this might be accomplished by
the following plan:—That the Association appoint a committee who
shall be autherized to order books by the direction of the Association,
but the committee themselves be responsible for the same, and that
this committee seoure the services of each pastor in the Association
to act as Colporteur in his own church, and that such pastors or per-
sons as do this and receive books of the committee, become rosponsible
to the committee for the amount of books taken by them.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

SPENCER S. AINSWORTH, Cormt
JOHN F. SMITH, ’

NO. 2.<REPORT ON STATE €CONVENTION.

Your Comnfitttee to consider the subject of the Stato Convention
would respectfully report:—That in their opinion, the cultivation of
our own figld is invested with all that importance which attends our
foreigfi benevolent enterprises. The circulation of the Bible, and the
preaching of Christ crucified, on heathen shores depend upon the
state of our churchesat home. From them must come the funds to
carry on these operations, and the men to preach tho way of righte_
ousness. The souls of men too are as precious here as on heathen
ground, and stand as really in need of the Gospel.  Butit is not every
field around us that-can be cultivated by the means which it can fur-
nish. While some have more than the necessary means for home
expendititures, such fields call upon us for the means to secure thkeir
cultivation. This is the work of the State Convention. Many
churches in this body have been nurtured during their weakness by
itsready hand. And now thore are others in important places de-
manding assistance, where were once the standard of the cross fairly
erected, great good would undoubtedly bo accoinplished Among
theso places may be mentioned Westfield and Wattsburg—one of
them a prominent point in our own county, and the other in Erie county
Pa,, adjoining us. Qur relations to this field demand of us an effort
'0 maintain the cause of Christ—a vigorous and continued effort.—

e conclude by commending the Convention to the churches, and
ging them to contribute more liberally than ever for its support at

® prasent orisis, that ita embarrassments mar be relicved.

Snbhmitted, F. KIDDER.
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NO. 3.—OBITUARY OF REV. AMOS WILLIAMS.

Your committce to prepare an Obituary Notice of Rev. Amos Wil.
liams, who departed this life February 13th, 1850, would respectfully
Report:— '

REv. AMos WiLLiaMs was born in March 1797, and in childhood
removed with his parents to Western Pennsylvania, which was'then
a wilderness. Previous to his conversion, he had had but few opportu_
nities to acquire religious knowledge. Awakened by reading « Bax-
ter's Call to the Unconverted,” in his 21st year, he for weeks soughy
the favor of God by the striet performance of known religious duties,
but when he proposed to a pious sister to unite with the chureh, the
inquiry. * what he would do if the church refused to receive him,” fill-
ed him with anguish and he reglied: “If the church shot me out, the
Lord will take me in and I will seck him.” He soon found peace in
believing ani united with the McKean Baptist Church. In his 23d year.
he was placed on Zion’s walls and continucd to preach for 30 years.
In the places whero he resided—in Harbor Creek, North Edst and
Wayneville in this Association, and also in Carmel, McKean and
Rockdale in French Creek Association, there are many who can testify
to the preciousness of the Gospel which they heard from his lips.—
Though entircly deprived of the advdntages of carly culture, more
thzn a commen English Education, yet in the inte vals of labur on the
farm, and Pastoral duties, he acquired a sufficient knowledge of Greek
to cnable him to read the New Testament in the Original Greek,—
His dcath was toosudden to give opportunity for dying testimony to
the value cf Religion, but he held himself in readiness for the sum-
mons every hour. Blessed is that servant which when his Lord cometh
he shall find so doing.

The Ministry of Br. Williams %vas not so much marked by great-
ness, as by sound, simple truth. His own life illustrated the Gospe]
which he preached ; and a member of another denominaticn once
taid of him to the writer, “ Br. Williams loves holy living as well as
any man I ever knew”. By his brethren he was estcemed as a devo-
ted, meck,and humble Minister of Christ—retiring in his demeanor—
preathing Christ rather than himself. Lot us imitatc his piety, while
we sympethize with his bereaved family, and bear testimony while we
live to the truth, that we may at last enter into rest with bim and sl
thoze who have gone before, " Respectfully submitted.

8.8 AINSWORTH, .
F. FIDDER, §Commmee.
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NO. 4.—OBITUARY OF REV. CHARLES LA HATT.

Your committee appointed to preparo a brief Obituary of Rev.
Charles La Hatt would respectfully submit the following ;==

.Rev. Cuaries La Hatt was born July 2d, 1764, in the city of St,
Goar, Germany, on the banks of the River Rhine. When between 3
and 4 years of age, he began to attend a Gerinan school; at 8} years
he commeneed the study of Latin; at 12 he was taken with the small
POX, und came very near losing his life, but God, having much.for him
to learn, do, and suffer, was pleased to restorce him to health. Atthis
time he was bound to a military physician and surgeon as an appren-
tiee, and entered college at ——: but soon his services wore required
in the army; remained five years and o half, was in nino battles at-
tending the wounded and sick. On acgountof the hard treatment he
received, at 17 he abandoned his apprenticeship, went to England
and taught a German school, came to Amecrica to transact some busi-
ness, again returned to England and resumed his teaching. While
residing in London, it pleased God to show him his sinfulness, and
moreifully bring him to Christ, in whom ho found peace and joy.e—
While in Eagland, he went to Germany and Seotland three times to
visit his friends;- the last time they were all dead except ono brother
and one sister. In July, 1789, he came to New York to transact
business for a gentleman in England; ,in 1791 he joined the Baptist
Chureh jn that city, began to preach the same year, and the next year
was ‘ordained. )

The Baptists in New York City at that time numbered about 120,
in which city ho preached tea yua:rs. In 1801, he removed to Newark,
N. J., where ho preached six years, and then went on & mission to
preach to the destitute,” In 1809, removed to Pittstown, Rensselaer
Co,, where he labored eight years ; from thence wenton a mission to
Canada, In 1819, he removed to Now Lisbon, Otsego co., where he
Preached twonty-five months, after which ho seitled at Gilford, Che -
hango co., whore he preached nearly thrae years. In 1823, he went
to Portland, where he resided and preached for twenty-seven years,
Ina letter from which the above particulars are mostly taken he says
“You must think that in so many years, I have had an opportunity to

%ar and see much good and evil, yét my mind has not altered on the
8reat subject of religion from first to last, and it is through much mer-
% Llive, and ean move about to preach tho gospel still.” He wentto-

redonia on the 29th of Ji uly last to spend a fow days with his friends.

@ the 15t of August he was taken with the cholera morbus in its most
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melignant form. Al skill waa baffled in checking the discase, and on
the morning of the 4thinst, he calmly fell asleep in Jesus. During °
his short sickness he was tranquil, happy and resigned ; and being in
the 87th year of his age, he came down to the grave as a sheek of
corn fully ripe in its season. Ashe preached the Sabtath before his
deccase to the people of his charge, with whom he had labored twenty-
ceven years, and expected to return and preach the following Sabbath,
the voice that came to weleome him home, found him slumbering
«beneath his red cross shield.” On Monday his remains were carried
to Portland, where a large assembly gathered to pay to their venerable
teacher their last respects on earth, while the deep fecling manifested
on the occasion showed how much he was respected asa man, a chris-
tian and a preacher. The cceaclon was improved by a eermon frem
S, T. Griswold of Fredonia,
S. T. GRISWOLD, Chairman of Com.

NO. 5.—CORRESPONDING SECRETARY’S REPORT.

The Corresponding Sceretary would present the following Report:
He has sent copies of your last Minutes to the bodies with which the
Association usually corresponds, and has received Minutes frcm the
following Associutiuns, viz: Rensselperville, Washington Union,
Genesee, Seneca, Bufialo, Oswego, Otsego, Hudson River, Wayne,
New York, >tephentown, Cayuga, Cattaraugus, Reck River Ohio,
Oneida, Dutchess, Geneseo River, Worcester, Canisteo River, Or-
leans, Madiscn, Saratoga, French Creek, Erie, Ontario, Broomn and
Tioga, Niagara, Monroc.

He has also reccived reports and other dcecuments from different

benevolent bodies with which the Association corresponds,
SPENCER S. AINSWORTH, Cor, Sec.

NO. 6.—MISSIONARY COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

That they have recommended to Jamestown $50,00, which has
been approved by the Convention.
Also, to Wattsburg, on condition they secure a Minister
and build a Mceting House, : $150,00
Also, to Clymer, on condition they secure a Parsonage, 100,00
which have not yet Leen acted upen by the Convention,
F. KIDDER, Scec.

NO. 7.—REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE WIDOW'S
AND ORPHAN’S FUND, )

Amount on hand last year, 8116,48
Interest on the same, 10,39
Contribution the present year, . 6,37

$132,24
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NO. 8.—~TREASURER’S REPORT.

Table showing the amount paid by Churchesat the present meet-
Ez.jyd‘thg year pat as far as ascertained.

EE—— )

$
§ 1. B M, Am't
$N. Y.B.S. Union. |A &|p'd v
§ Conven | I'm: —em——'F' B |s'nd’
{ - Miss.|2re't Fast| So. {be'nt| Total,
fas hguods n’Cgyear, obj't
Busti Caurch, ; 9,78 8,75 2,0016,00| 5,00;19,00[ 60,51
Carroll Chureh, 1,00: 6,50 7,50°
Ribluy Chureh, % 3,00; 20,00, 23,10
Fricadsin Ri'ley, 9,35; 9,35
Col. Meth. & Prest. 3
Coag Quiucey, 11,80; 11,80 -
Harmony Caurch, :19,4.311,50 25,00'1=,0¢:/14,08 198,04
Jamestown Chureh, §lU,UL§l7,05 22,25 20,00 54,00/123,31
Clyuners Church, ¢14,0:20,58 o (23,00 57,58
Mayville Chareh, 3 9,18015,00(16,44| 2,40:10,00 67,97
A Sister of N. E. Ch.,} ,50 ,50
1st Pordand Chuareh,™ 11,21 ,96 12,17
Westtield Church, g 2,50! 2,50
Wost Portland Ch , ; 6,25; 2,50| 6,00 1,00:11,29!12,45 33,49
dv. for Assam 8. 8., $ 6,40 6,0
Wattsburgh Chareh, g 7,00; 3,49 10,47
Harjor Creclk Chureh,! 20,37 20,37
do. for Free Missions; 17,00{ 17,00
Fenale Bea't So. of 3
do. cash and gouds 11,75 11,7¢
Deacon Putnam, i 5,00! 5,00
Br. Coddington, by ¢
8. 8. A, 3 1,00} 1,00
Miss Couk, Harmony,i § ,25 25
Col. for Convontion, ¢13,48; 13,48
Frewsburg Church, 5,59 12,16| 1,60 19,55
A Sister, ,18 ,18
do. 1,76 1,75
Col. for A. B. P, 8o, 7,61 17,61
H. Abbot, Busti, fordo 1,00 1,00
Ashville Chureh, : 6,70 6.70
Sherman Chureh, 4 12,12 12,13
Pine Grove Church, 2,39 2,39
Dewittville Chuareh, 4,06 ) 4,08
Col for N. Y. Bujt. 2 .
Education Socioty, 25,50 25,50
Col. t'r Widow’s Fund . 537 5,37
Totals. §86,10:90,38(46,12 [11 2007 §.30.70 133,99 102,50 1775,69

) 11,31 prid by this chureh fur Howe Miselons, §6,71 was paid duriog the' -
”:?;mi“ mf.uw wad for . & ¥. 18,30, was paid at the pressat wectiug.

.
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REPORT ON THE CONDITION OF THE CHURCHES.

The committeo to whom was reforred the condition of the Churches,
ptake the following Report:

AsnviLLe.—They cnjoyed, the past winter, a refreshing visitation
of Ged’s Spirit.  Souls wero converted—yet they have to mourn
over their want of interest in spiritual things, and desire a greater out-
pouring of the Holy Sgirit. :

Bust.—They feel thank‘ul that God has not forgotten them du-
ring the past year, but has refreshed thom with his presence. Some
souls have been converted—they feel, however, that they are not suf-
ficiently awako to the interests of Zion.

Crymzr.—They cannot cheor their brethren with a copious out-

" pouring of God’s Spirit, yet many love the ways of Zion, and ear-
nestly pray that their little vino may become like Joseph’s bough,
whoso branches ran over the wall. Union and peaco have boen en-
joyed among them. Tney think the prospects of the church bright-
ening.

Carrorr.—This church cannot give a cheering account of them-
selves, yet have no occasion to make our hearts sad by accounts of
strife among them, They feol interested in all tho benevolent move-

ments of the day. '
Frexcn CRREK regrets that they have no cheering intelligence to

bring. "T'hey feel thankful for some degree of the Holy Spirt'sinflu-
ence. They are destitute of a pastor—at times feel discouraged,
" yet hope in God who is able to sustain his belicving children. _

FreEwseure rejoices in the conversion of some souls—have recently
sooured a pastor, Br. W. H.Randall. They pray that this connection”
may be a great blessing to the church. 'I'hey mourn that so many of
their number feel no more interest in the cause of Christ.

Harsor Crezk.—~This Church cannot, as last year, give the tidings
of the return of sinners to Christ. They hope that there has been 2
growth in grace. They fecl as though there was great neod for
ehristian action and steadfastness in this day, whon so many profes-
sors of religion are turned aside by human organizations. They re-
mamder “haeo in boads as bound with them.”

Harxony.—This efficient Church is moving forward in peace and
harmony. They have had some tokens of dlvme faver. Their hope
and trust ere still in Him who is Almighty, nnd dooth according to

His own pleasure. Pray that the samo harmony that has existed in
the Association may be costinued.

’
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Jamestows.—The past year has been one of trial and pros perl;ty‘.
In the first part of the year, some of their number began to feel the
low state of the church, and to pray earnestly for a tevival.—
The Lord heard, and they rejoiced in the conversion of sinners.—

Thirty-eight have been baptized. The religious feehug continues to
be intercsting.

MavviLLeE . —Their letter contzins no intelligence of their spiritual
condition.

NortH EasT.—It has been a year of spiritual dearth with this
church—have no pastor—are so feeble that they cannot support one.

Nortu HarwoNy.—Tlhic epistle of this church gives no very ens
couraging intelligence.. They have enjoyed preaching the past year.
They feel to gear decided tostimony against secret societies = slavery.

Pine Grove.—This Church has enjoyed preaching during the past
year one half of the time. They have becn heavily afflicted by the
death of several of their members, and the fall of one in whom they
placed high hopes. :

First PorTLAND.—Though weak, yet they feel to put their trust in
God. They enjoyed last spring a revival They have no pastor,
and feel deeply atflicted in the death of IMathor La Hatt,

RipLEY CENTER.—This church, though small, has beon enabled to
maintain preaching tho past year. They regard this an eventful pe-
riod, when christjians are called upon to make sacratices for the trath,
They enjo7 the labors of Elder Stoddard.

SnramaN.—They enjoy stated preaching, and have a large and
attentive congregation. 'They express a steadfastness in the “ faith
once delivered tothe saints. They cordially welcomed the Association.

W arrsBure.—This Church was ~rganized last spring—is s'tuated
in a growing village. 'I'he membeors manifest zeal in establishing the
cause in their midst. They are few in numbors, yet trust in God, and
believe he will help them. They desire a pastor very much, and are
willing to do all in their power to support one.

W arNeviLLE.—They have had but little preaching the past year—
aro very feeble, and much seattered. They have dismissed a majority
of their members to form a church at Wattsburg. They are quite
discouraged on account of thoir joverty and the low state of religion.
They feel that ‘they have becn greatly afflicted by the death of
their beloved Pastor, Rev. A. Williams,

W istrieLp.—This Church rejoices that they still retain their visi-
bility. The members have a mind to work, and are resolved to build
a houso of worship. They request tho prayers of their brethren that
they may be sustained in their oforts to advance the cause of Christ
in their midat.

WEst PorTLaND.—They havo had a mixed crop this year. They
mourn over the death of Father La Hatt. They have sccured the la-
bors of Br. C, B, Read. May this co: naction be lasting and of great
goud to Zion.



90
CIRCULAR LETTER.

The Flders and Mossengors ¢om sosing the Harmony Asseciation, to
the Churches which they represent, send Christian Salutation.
Drar BreTazen:——In looking ove: the ficld which we oecupy, and

in roviswing the state of tho e¢harchos, wo ure lead to inguio why is
it that we do not enjoy a greater degree of relizious prosserity? Why
is it that so many vizitthe House of God and hoar the Gospel unmo-
vol? Wy is it that edavartsaro not maliipliel aal Zioa fillal with
rejoicing *  Why is it that our letters are so barren of intelligence in
rdference to what God is doing for us ?

In answer to these interesting inguiries, and similar ones which
might be made, sufier us to address you on the impoﬂanco of tho
presence of the Holy Sgirit in the Churches.

The Church is designed to wield a mighty :nfluence in the world.
She is charged with the great work instrumentally of securing the
spiritvality and purity of her own members, and also with the not less
important work o7 turning ‘sinners away from their iniquities, and
leading them to Christ.  When she is sceking these objects earnest-
ly—when she is laboring to promote them, depending alone on the aid
of her Redecmer and Hoad—she is the “city sot on a hill”—scen
from afar, ard enjoys a large measure of prosperity. On the other
hand, it her members are worldly in their feelings and pursuits—secek-
ing individual interests in preference to those of Christ’s canse—la-
boring to sccure present pereonal advantages to the neglect of their
own siritealiiy—her-influence is lost to the cause of religion. No
church ean in this conditicn exert any cther thana destrective influ-
enco in community. No euch church is carrying out in practice the.
high and holy principles which she professes. No such church is oe-
cupying that vantage grourd above the world which her founder de-
signed whon hoe committed to her the light to onlighton this dark world
and gavo her in chargo the Gosgel to preach to the nations.

A church may bo popular—may have a popular, talented and highly
educated ministry—may have large and attentive congregations—and
yeot bo dostitute of real prospority. While those things are notto be
avoided—nay, while they aro good in t'cmselves aund rather to be
sought—something more than theso are wanting to make the ochurch
what it should be to the world around her. The influcnces of the
Holy Sgirit alone can supply what from the nature of the case.every
other supposable good must fail to supply here. We would not un-
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derrate the importance of having beautiful and conveniont houses of
worship, a learned and talented ministry, and a thousand other good
things ; but what are they all when the Holy Spirit is absent and the
light of Jehovah’s countenance is withdrawn.

. The edification and spirituality of the chureh depends on the specia]
influences of the Holy Spirit.

Grace is not conveyed to the heart, as knowledge is to the mind, by
the simple declaration of facts, or the exhibition of doctrines—ncither
are spiritual exercises produced as mental efforts arc made, by the de-
termination of the will. An extraneous influence is necessary—an
unseen spiritual influence, to convey Grace to the heart and produce
spiritual exercises—such an influence as cvery christian has felt but
cannot cxplain. Without it, no devotional exercise can be either
pleasant or profitable, It is this divine influence that makes some
seasons of christian worship eminently interesting, while tho absence
of itrenders other seasons barren and unprofitable,

The religious exercises of the primitive church were for the most
part eminently spiritual, and they were charged not to grieve away
the Holy Spirit of God, as though to grieve him were the height of
guilt. This Divine Comforter wasto be continually present with
them—having sealed them unto the day of Redemption. No one can
be spiritually minded destituto of this sacred jnfluence from above.—
No one con grow in grace without the influence of that sacred spirit
which confersall grace. It is nccessary, therefore, that we have the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, in order to personal devotion and the
larger measure of the spirit we possess the more visible and regular
will be oyr religiqus advancement. So the Iiphesians were vom nan-
ded to bo filled with the Spirit—to cast every other influenco out of
the heart, and let this influence alone reign there and control them.—
And the Ephesian Christians were bound to be filled with the Spirit,
The elijoymont of the christian most gertainly depends upon the pres-
ence of that Spirit who is «“ Angther Comforter.” All our gongola-
tion must bo drawn from other than a religious source, if it does not
flow to the soul through this divinely consecrated channcl.  The pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit, if we regard only the benefits to be coaterred
on the church, is invested with all the importance which the scriptures
atach to “ growing in Grace,” and to « Joy in the Holy GhO?t.”r-
And wherever the christian worships—whother he bows down. in the
closet, around the family altar, in the social.cirele, ox: the pu‘._)l'xc con-
irogation—dgvotion nocds the sama divine aid, and with such ajd cach
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of these placcs are Bethels to the soul. .'il‘he church ocmpoged of
such members as feel their need of the Spirits presence, and are con-
tinually sceking the controlling influence of this Heavenly Comforter,
‘must possess feace, union, brotherly love and a large religious pros-
perity. It is needless to say, that of such members every church
sh-uld be composed—that such should be the character of overy pro-
fessing christian.

But if such an influence is needed to secure the ivterests of religion
in the church herself, how much more whon wo consider the mission
with which sho is charged to a perishing world, and the great changes
to be wrought in it through her ageney.

We do not undervalue the institutions of religion when wo say they
never of themselves produced a single instance of genuine conversion
to God. The reading of the word of God—the devotions of his peo-
ple—the preaching of the gospel—the ordinances of the church—none
of them, nor all of them combined, without some other influence ever
turncd one sinner ¢ from Satan unto God.” They may all be atten-
ded from time to time, they have been in theusands of instances, and
the sinner only*becomes more and moroe hardened in sin, It is only
when the Spirit is present in these divinely appointed institutions that
the work of Grace is performed on the heart, and these institutions
are the chosen medium of the Spirit's communication with the soul,
They are, theifore, as nccessary in the established order of things
as the influence of the Sgirit, but their real efficiency depends entirely
on the Sgirit’s presence.

The Scriptures coutain no promise that all those who hear the Gos-
pel shall beccme converts. Onthe contrary, the Gospel is a sweet’
savor of Christ in them that perish as in them who are saved. It is
only when the Sirit from on high attends the gospel and moves the
heart to reccive and obey it that it becomes *“a savor of life unto
life.”  The Apostle illustrates this by saying that he “might plant—
Apollos might water—but God gave the increase.” None could plant
better than Paul, and yet he could do nothing more. Noune could
water better than the mighty and eloquent Apollos, and yet he could
do nothing more. With such ministers as they were, and such labo-
rious offorts as they made, all their success wasasecribed to God.  And
if this wes the case with Paul and Agollos when they preached, oan
it be any the less necessary for ministers now ?  Can wo cxpect the
preaching to which we listen to convert men and bring them to the
Redeemer, when theirs did rot? They who build tho wells of Zicn,
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Jaborbut invain unless God aid them in this saored work, Diligense,
vigilance and talent ought to be employed in every part of the sacred
work which is entrusted to us, but we must depond entirely on the
Lord for the attending blessing, or they will be employed in vain. In
addition to the institutions of the gospel preached in their primitive
simplicity and purity, we must have the Holy Spirit sent down from
Heaven, to give efficicncy to them. It is not enough that we be cor-
rect in our religious faith and conscientious in our practice; we must
have within us the Spirit of Christ. It was this that gave such sue-
cess to the ministry of the primitive preachers, and the labors of the
first christian churches that were planted. It was this that was felt
in the heart when the word of the Lord grew and multiplied and con-
verts walked in the fear of the Lord and in the Holy Ghost. It is
this influence that has marked cvery season of religious prosperity,
and every ingathering of souls into the fold of Christ. Itis this in-
fluence that must continue to distinguish all seasons of* prosperity to’
the church for 2ll time to come. _

In view of these truths, brethren, suffer the word of exhortation.—
Do not undervalue the preached word and the institutions of Christ's
house, and neglect them on one hand—nor expect from them alone what
they never can accomplish on the other. Be as diligont in your atten-
tion to Gospel institutions and in your support of them as though they
«could save a world, and yet plead as earnestly and as importunately
for the Holy Spirit as thongh these institutions were entirely useless.
‘Look boyond them for the necessary influence to sanctify them to
your religious advancement, and to make them effectual on the sianer’s
heart. Aspire continually for higher things in the christian course,
instead of being satisfied wi.h what you have already sttained. The
satisfied soul will never advance in the gospel race. If you are per-
sonally destitute of the Spirit’s influcnte, be alarmed for yourseli, aad
plead the willingness of “Our Father in Heaven™ to give the Spirit
to such as seck him. Be importunate, and humble yourself before the
throne, until you feel again the divine breathings in your heart. If
you find tho spirit of devotion waning in the church, seck to awaken
an interest on this subject among her members Lead them if possi-
ble to pray for restoring Grace. If all around you, sinnersare careless
and unmoved, you know the Holy Spirit alone can awaken and move
them. Seek by fervent priyer the presence of this divine and efli-
cient agent to make the means of grace which they cnjoy the power
of God unto their salvation. And now, brethren, may our individual
prayer—our united petition be, “Cast us notaway from thy presence,
and take nnt thy Holy Spirit from us.”
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CONSTITUTION OF THE ASSOCIATION.

i~ all associated bodies, whether civil (:Tr‘ relilglousla) _power (t]mght‘ to bef
vested sofar as is necessary to carry iato e ectthe objects and designs o
such associations, and no fart.hor; X

And as every regular Gospsl Chureh is fally emdswered to executo every
braneh of church diseipline. it would be usarpation for any quy of men
whatever, to interfere in matters of_fanh and practice so as to limit the au-
thority or al:et e in tepandeace of l.lm.cfu_lrches. Wa believe that no
churea i3 at DAY W enter (mio any-conbinuin or 1greemznt whatever to
transfer thewr power ot charen discipline.  P'nsrafore. we. as an association
utterly disclaim all interferrence with the diseipline of any particular charch.

ARrT. 1. This body shall be caile:l the tlarminy Baptist \ssociation,

Ant. . Any regalar Baptist Charch may bacome a member of this Asso-
ciation by complying with its ’onstitution and By-Laws.

ArT. U1 Lt shall'be the obj:et of this Association to gain information of
the state of the ditizrent charches—promote unity of faith and practice, and
gecure unton of efforts in the interests of Zion.

AiT. IV, lhe officers of this body suall be a Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer,
and Corresponding Secretary. ‘I'he Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen
annnaily. The T'reasurer and Corresponding Secretary to hold their offices
during the pleasure of the Association.

Arrt. V. The officers mentioned in Art. 4, shall perform the duties usnally
pertaining to their respective -offices. The Treasurer and Corresponding
Necretary sliall report annually to the Association.

ARrT. VI Charches composing this Association sholl represent thomselves
by delegates and letters to each annnal and semi-annnal session, stating in
theiraunual letters their con lition and prospects, their additions, dimiuntions,
and present number, the amount they have raised for benevolent objects,
during the current year. and the amouant they send for printing Minutes,

ArT. Vil Any regular Baptist Church npplying by letter and delegates,
at any regular session, may. upon a vate of two-thirds of the churches rep-
resented by delegates in said session, become n member of the Associa-
tion.

Art. VIII. This association is a volontary union—is 1ndependent—has
power togovern itself. and 1o dissolve its connexion with any church that
shall violate the Constitution or By-Laws, or become corrapt in its faith or
practice. by a vote of two-thirds of the churches represented by delegates in
the se:sion.

AnT. X, Any church may be dismissed from this association, by a proper
application at an annual meeting, if in good standing at the time.

Anr. X. U'his Constitution may be altered at any annual session by a two-
thirds vote of those churches delegated in the session.

Awrr. XU This \ssocistion shall m:et annnally on the Tunesday next
preceding the last Wednesday of August, at | o’clock, P, M., and semi-annnally
on the last I'uesday preceding the 3d Wednesday in February. at LU o’clock,
A. 0., ut such places asshail be desiznated atthe previous session.

BY-LAWS,

1. Each sitting of this Association shall be opened and closed by prayer,
under the direction of the Moderator

2. Immediately afier the introductory sermon, the Moderator shall call the
meeting to order,

3. After the apporintraent of Modarator and Clerk, the names of the dele-
gates from the ditferent churches shall ba delivered to the Clerk.
b 4.l 'I'he usual Committees shall be nominated by the Moderator and chosen

y the body.

5. No matters shall be debated unless before the Association in the form
of a resolution, .

6. Thoe By-Laws shall berend by the Moderator immediately after the or-
ganization of the Association.

7. ‘T'he By-Laws may he altered npon the enncurrence of 2 majority of the
daleguter in attendance,

.






OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCLATION.

@. W. SISSON, Moderator, Askville.
J. B. BURROWS, Treasurer, Mayville,
8. 8. AINSWORTE, Cor. Secretary, Pansia.

NOTICES.

There will be 2 Semi-Annual Session of the Associatio.
held at Clymer, on the last Tuosday preceding the-third Wed-
‘M needay, in February next, at half past 10 o’clock, A. M.
The next Annual Session will be held at Harbor Creck, 0! | :
Tuesdny preeeding the last Wednesday in August rext, 2] ,"
:
|

one o'clock P. M.
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