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The Bapti!t Church of Jesns Chri~t a.t Great Crossin,.;s, Scott county, Ky..,
organized on Saturcl!ty and Sunda.y, May 28 and 29, 1185, seven years before
Kentuckv was a.dmitted into the Union a~ a State, while it. was yet a part of
Fincastle county, Va. All the surrollnding country, no-lso b.cautiful aud
yielding HI) productively tn the ham1 of industry, was a de~e (orest, frequently
. . t~ nUll savages, witlf here and there a small clearing made
threaded by w~.
by some settler.
,wild. lIud, uncivilized:was the country, that, when the inhabitants went
ut tlHm' accustomed busmess, 01' even when they met to hear
the pr~llo(..of~he gospel, thej;werc obliged to take \Vith them their trulI.ty
rifles us It pr~on'agl1iust IUI·king "lIvages. It was twelve years after Damel
Boone first camc to Kentucky to live, and nine years after Wm. Hickman
preached the first Baptist sermou (if not the first of any kind) ever preached in
our State, under u tree at the big 'pring inllarrodsburg.
"
It was the second or third chur('h organized north of the Kentucky river, and
ab:)ut the sixth or seventh in the State. Lewis Craig, It prllaeher who had suffered
from religious persecution in Vil'gi nia, cal'ly d.'termined to remove to Kentucky;
and so great was his popularity, thut It great purt of his church in Spottsylvania,
VIt., determincd to come'. with him. They were organized into a church beforll
sturtmg, and were It tl'ltveling.church through the wilds of the trackless wilderness, stopping on Saturday. their J'pgular church-meeting day, to transact business, and have preaching on Sunda~·.
'riley settled on Gilbert's Creek, south of Kentucky river, and were a
church there. After a while I.ewi~ Cmig, with a number of ,others, left Gilbert's
Creek, and moved to South Elkhorll. now Slickaway, l<'ayette county, and estabttsht'd ,t church there. This W.IS about 1783, or, as some say, later. In the
year 178~ Clear Creek and Grent Crossings, (then,known as Big Cr08sings) were
conatitutedj but which first is not certainly known. Some authorities say one
and ot~ers the @ther. On the 28th arid 29th of May, 1785, (as mentioned above)
sixteen men and women met, as we have been informed, in an upper room in
the house not" far from our meeting-hoLlse, formerly owned by Gen. Wm. Johnson, and gave themselves to each other and to God, as a church. The record of
this meeting is as follows, viz:
'~At R church meeting held at thE\IJ3ig Orossing, on Sati1fday and Sunday,
the 28th and 29th of May, 1185, prEflllt, brethren Lewis Craig, John Taylor,
Ricbard Young, Samuel Deadmon, a~ helps called for, who proceeded to constitute the following members into a church, to be called the church at the Great
Crossing, when the Philadelphin confession of faith was adopted: 'Vrn. Cave,
J~mes Suggett, Sr., Robert Johnson, Thomus l<'icklin, John Suggt!tt, Julius
Gl~bs, Robert Br>tdley, ~ll'tlett Colli us, Jemima Johnson, Susanlla Clive, Sarah
ShiPP, Caty Herndon (or Bohannon), June Herndon, Hnnnnh Bradley, Betsey
Leeman. Betsey Collins." This rf'cord i~ 1I0t taken from the church book extending bac~ to the·time of constitution; 1",ellllsc the rec:ords oHhe church, prior
to the latter part of 1793, hM'e been lost. Hut it is taken fl'om the second of four
volumes of records in the posies~ion of the writer of this, aa clerk of the church,
wa~
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ahd is embodied in the report of a committee, consisting of James Johnson,
William Suggett, Thos. Hen~rson, ,John Campbell, and Ben Taylor, two of
whom, Wm. Suggett, and Ja$es ,Johnson, were the moderator and clerk appointed to copy it in snid VQl. II.. from the original first church book. 'The
other three volumes contain tie SUllle record with some vcrbal alteratiom which
are insignificant. Of these sixteen members, who were in the original c~nstitu
tion of this church, all died member~ of it, or were dismissed by letter. except one
who was excluded and nfterward restored, Wm. Cave, whose nani" heads the
list, was II member of Ll'wis Cmlg's Gilbert Creek church, and was a preacher of
the gospel. I!e wa, modcmtor of Elkhorn Association in 1788, and continued a
member at Great Crossings until March, 1796, when he and his wife were dismissed by letter. Robcrt .Johnson was the father of James Johnson, fol' a long
time clerk of the church, and nt one time a member of the Congress of the
United States; of Col. Richard M. Johnson, once Vice-President of the United
States; and of John T. Johnson, who afterward be('ame so eminent among our
brethren calling themselves" Christians" or "Disciples." The dei'cendents of
Robert Johnson, his grand children and great grand children, arc too numerous
and too well-known to need to be mentioned. He frequentlv acted as moderator
of the church, and was an active member. John Suggett was a prominent man
in the church, and was a deacon from June 1801, until May, 1810. He raised a
large family, among whom were Wm. Suggett, so long modt'itator of the church,
and James Suggett, a mun of great prominence as a preacher during his time.
His descendants are scatered over Kentucky and Missouri, and some of thcm are
now members of this church. He died in December, 1834, the last SUl'yivor of
those who constituted the chureh. One of the dc:,;cendants of Julius Gibb, is now
a member of this church, vi?.: Bro. T. Harrison.
The Great Crossings Church was in the constitution of Elkhorn AssoC'iation,
June 22, 1785, and was represented by Wm. Cave and Bartlett Collins as messengers. As has been stated aboyc, the records of the first eight years of the existel\ce of the ehurch have been lost, and we are obliged to rely upon what we
caB gather from others for that period. Elijah Craig removed to the neighborhood of Great Crossings Church during the first year of its existence, and became
her first pastor. "FiYe years nfter its organization, in 1790," says Rev. A. C.
Graves, in his sketch of Great Crossings ClIurch, preliminary to his history of
Stamping Ground Church, "Joscph Reding emigrated to Kentucky, and located
near the Crossings Church." It has been said that he at once became the most
popular preacher in Kentucky. Elijah Craig was still pastor of the Crossings
(.Jhurch, though he had lost ml](:h of his earlier ?eal, power, and influence, due,
no doubt, to his over-eager attention to somc land speculations; for he was a
man of large worldly possessions, which sometimes mislead preachers as well as
others.
On the other hand Reding was not thus encum bered in his ministry, and
seemed to be just the man wanted by the church at this time. He became the
choice of It large majority of the church, and they determined to secure him as
pastor.
His spirit soon led to a division of sentiment among the members, as well as
to unpleasant feelings between Craig and Reding. Craig, with bold and incautious spirit. said hast.y things against Reding, and was arrigned before the church
for trial.
The party of Reding were re,;olvad to exclude him at all hazards, without
allowing him to defend hilll~elf 01' ask forgiveness. The "hurch meeting was
held at Robrrt Johnson's, in a slJwll upper room crowded and paeked to suffoeation. Party "pirit, cOllfu,iolJ, loud talking, and everything except order and
forbeal'llnee prevailed. A vote wa~ demanded and Craig was excluded.
'
The Craig party met the week following and organized what they culled
the Crossings Church, und expelled the majority, including Rcdi~g, the newlyelected pastor. The mlljority met in their turn and excluded the m1l10rity. Hert
were two determined parties, each claiming to be the Crossings Church.
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Order and peace was soon restored by both parties seeking tbe advice of judiciQ.us and disintetested brethren.
Craig was cxcluded January, 17fll. A committee was appointed by Elkhorn Association, with Gov. James Gllrrll.rd as chairman, who met at Great
Crossing:;, Septcmber 7, 1791, to adjust this difficulty. The difficulty was settled,
and Craig WIlS a messenger to the Elkhorn Association in 1792; Craig and Reding both in 1793; and Craig in 1794. We havc these fllcts from tbe minutes of
Elkhorn Association. According to this Reding was pastor-elect at the close of
1790, but whether he or Elijah Craig served as pllstor from that dnte until 1795
when Craig left the church, is unknown, though the iudicntions are in favor of
Reding. Elijah Craig was ill the constitution of l'I"Connell's Run Church on
the fourth Sunday in Septemper, 1795, together with othcrs of the former Crossings members, all baving left the Great Crossings Church. 'rhus ended the
pasturnl reilltions of the first pastor of Greut Crossing Church.
'rhe records of the time of hi~ pastorate are meager, yet enough is known to
indicate that, with the exception of the ditliculty above mentioned, the church
during that time was prosperous, nnd some were added to the membership.
Elijah Craig was converted about 1764-went to prenching soon afterwllrd, lind
WIlS successful in Virginia. He was confined in prison for preaching-once in
Culpepper, and once in Orange. He came to Kentucky in 1786.
Speaking of him, Rev. John Taylor, in his" History of Ten Churches,"
snys: "Elijnh was considered the greatest preacher of the three, (i. e. the three
brothers, Lewis, Joseph, and Elijah Craig) and in a very large association in
Virginia, Elijah Craig was Ilmong the most popular for a number of years.
His preaching WitS of the most solemn style, his Itppearance that of a man who
ll!ld jUfit come from the deau, of a dclic'ute hnbit, thin visage, large eyes and
mouth, of grant readiness of speech, the sweet melody of his voice botb in speaking and singing bore all down before it, and when his voice was extended, it
was like the loud sound of a sweet trumpet. The great favor of his preaching commonly brought lllany tears frolll the hearers, and many, no doubt, turned
to the Lord by his preaching. He moved to Kentucky at a later date than any
of his brothers; his turn to speculation did him harm every way; he wils not so
great a peace-maker in the church as his brother Lewis, and that brought trouble
on him, but from ull his trouble he W!lS relieved by death, when perhaps he did
not much exceed sixty years of uge, ufterserving in th!' ministry some forty years."
He died in 1808.
Joseph Reding was the second pastor of Great Crossings Church, He commenced his labors," it appears, immediately ufLer Elijah Craig left the pastorate,
and continued us pastor until April, 1810. From 17flii to 1800 the church wal
in a cold condition, there being only six members added through experience and
baptism. Instances of discipline were frequent. They insisted strongly upon
correctness of Christian walk. Members were denlt with for fighting, swearing,
drunkenness, speaking evil of a brothel', gllmbling, buying lottery tickets, or
managing lotteries, having connection with mcing, duncing, or anything of that
elHlracter. There is record of a brotlwr having been excluded for allowing
"race-puths to be cleared out near his tavern." There is another case of this
brother being advised to "pay nineteen bushels" of merchantablc wheat to
un other brother on account of a contmct. and still later the church insisted
strongly on its memberR not even attending dUllcing picnics and barbecues, and
in one cnse some of the leading men in the church were dealt with on account of
attending U barbecue. And now, when ehurch diecipline is generally so loose in
reference to the conduct of the members, it i~ refrcshing to know that the
records of the old Crossings Church show that her members have always been
hE!ld to account for engaging in the evils above mentioned, and her policy still
remains unchangcd; and may it ever remain S1l1. Not that now, or in later
years, the church hilS insisted on going to such extremes in discipline as wus
sometimes done, in the period of which we are now treating. But in the main,
her face, has ever been, and now is, set against that whole catalogue of evils
which iI doing so much to demoralize the Christian world.
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In 1797, one brother Willson, was licensed to preach, being" allowed to exercise his gift in the bounds of this church." There is a record bearing date of February, 1798,which brings out a fact not now generally knewll, viz.: That, even at that
I'arly day, the church had a regular subscription list, with the names of the n'tembel'S of the church and the amounts, which they were willing to give, affixed, for
the support of' the ministry, and also necessary uses of the church. The record
is this, viz.: A list of the members' namcs to be given to the deacons, and for
them to present it to the members, and for them to set down and pay whatever
they may find free to do, "fOT the support of the ministry, and for necessllry
uses for the church." '1'he idea with some, even of our own members, is that
this is a modern invention. Not only was it done then, but it has bcen repeatcd
at intervals, along through the history of the church since that time.
W c come now to the" Great Revivals" of 1800 and 1801. " Throughout
the whole country there WliS a spiritu1l1 dearth in all the churcl1es. The same
sad and Illm",nting exprElssions are fonnd in nIl contemporary writers. All the
churches were in a state of languor throughout Kentucky, such as had never
been seen before. Alarmed at the awful prospect, those faithful men of God
went earnestly to a throne of grace in beh1l1f of Zion."
At the Elkhorn Association, which met at Bryant's Station, m the year
1800, there were represented twenty-seven churches, whose territory extended
from Tennessee to Dayton, Ohio. "Yilt from 1111 these churches there were reportlld to the Association thllt yellr only eighty-two conversions 1I11 told. That
WIIS about three conversions for ellch church."
In the year preceeding, 1799, it WIIS even worse than that. The Association
met lit Great Crossings that year, and twenty-nine churches were represented,
which reported only twenty-nine conversions, being one for each church! The
latter pllrt of the year 1800, and the whole of the year 1801, however, brought
news never to be forgotten. Says a writer, speaking of that time: "It was during this yellr that the Great RevivlII prevlliled, which wrought such wonderful
changes in 1111 the churches throughout the Mississippi Valley. All over Kentucky its wonderful and ~tirring power was felt in calling dead sinners to life,
and slumbering Christillns to reRewed zeal. The great work seemed not to stllrt
up at a single point, and then gradually widen its swny, but it broke out here
lind there simultaneously like smoldering flllmes that could no longer he confined.
At times the revival WIIS rushed into wild extravagance, as witnessed in such
exhibitions as the jerks, rolling lind barking exercises, visions, and trances."
SIIYs (Jollins in his History of Kentucky: "The Baptists escaped 1I1most entirely
these extrllor(linary and disgraceful scenes, which extensively obtained among
some other persuasions of those days. The work among the Bllptists was deep,
solemn and powerful j but comporting with that decency lind order so emphatically enjoined in the Scriptures."
During this year nearly all the Baptist churches in Kentucky were reached
nnd aroused by the awaking of the Great Revival. The churches throughout
Elkhorn Association were IIroused as Dever before, and never before did the
cause of God seem to move forward with such overwhelming potency in the
land. It seemed that the whole community was swept before thc wonderful
displays of Spiritual power."
At the meeting of Elkhorn Association at South Elkhorn Church, in 1801,
there wcre reported from all of the churches 3,011 IIdditions by experience and
baptism! with an addition of' nine churches to the Association. In 1802, 488
additions were reported and twelve churches were added, so that the Association,
which in 1800 numbered twenty-seven ehurches, with 1,642 members, in 1802
numbered forty-eight churches and 5,310 members! Wonderful and mighty
power of God! This WIIS a glorious time for the old Croilsings Church. .fos.
Reding was still pastor. Tire revivlIl commenced in this church in May, 1800,
and continued during the remainder of that year and all of the ycar of 1801.
During the year 1800, as has been ascertained through the records, 175 werc
added by experience and baptism, nnd during the year 1801, 186 were added in
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the same way, making the grantl. total of 3G1 for these two years by conversions,
besides a number by letter, though the reports to Elkhorn Association make the
number 402. What a mighty upheaval was this throughout this whole community! Not only was it in this immediate vieinity, that this good work was
done but it extended to fifteen or twenty miles around, so that members were
addcd to this church who Ih·ed 08 di.tant as Eagle Creek in the northern portion
of this cQuntv.
So extensive and scattered had the membership become, that it bccame
necessary to dismiss members to constitute new churches. As has already. been
mentioned, McConnell's Run Chllreh, now Stamping Ground. was established
on the fourth Sunday in September, 1795, with a portion of its members dismissed from Crossings Church.
On Haturday, February 7, IROI, leave wn~ grantcd to twenty-seycn melllber~
to con"titute the church at Dry Run, Scott county, whic1l is still in existence,
and is one of our sister churches.
On the first Saturday in June, 1801, permission was granted to twenty members residing on Eagle Creek to constitute" l-Iountain Island" Church, and in
Jan'lary, 1802, a letter of dismission was granted to John Rease, who had been
licensed to preach by the Crossings Church in 1801, to take the pastoral care of it.
In September, 1801, the names of fourteen are recorded as constituting tbe
church on North Elkhorn, und on the first Saturday in l\1arch 1805, permission
was given to nine members to constitutc the Long Lick Church.
During this Grcat Reviynl many were added to the church, who afterward
were illfiuentinl members, and occupied prominent positions r.ot only in this
church, but also in our denomination at large, and even as citizens in the community. They continued members with us in liomc cases until thE'ir death, and
their children and grund children haye been, and some are even now members
of this church. First among these was James Suggett, who was received in May,
1800. (A noticc of him will be given later ill this history.) Then followed
James Johnson on the first Friday, Sarah Suggett on the first SaturdliY. and
Wm. Sllggett on the first Sunday in September, 1800. These were followed
later by Younger Pitts, Sr., Lucy Bradley, Lewis Nuckols, Presley Peak, Sally
Suggett, John Bradley, Thomas Bradley, A. Bradley, Caty Suggctt, Harry
Branhnm, Spcncer Peak, and Riebard Johnson. There is probahly not one in
this list who is not represented by some descendunt living to-day. Probably
none of thflm were more prominent in thc church, (though all of them were
strong men and women) than Wm. Suggett and James Johnson.
Wm. Suggett WU& born in Virginia, April 13, 1778, and at an early age removed to Kentucky with his father, John Suggett, who was in the original constitution of this church. He united with the church, as has been stated above,
on the first Sunday of September, 1800. ITe WitS uppointed deacon on the first
Saturday in June, 1Sll, and was elected moderalOr March 1, 1828, which two
offices he filled until his death, which occurred OIl the 17th of December, 186l.
He was elccted joint moderator with John T. Johnson, thein being the first instance in the records, of a regular elected moderator, other than the minister who
generully acted. since the first constitution of the church. except J umes Suggett,
Sr., who was elccted moder-utor at the meeting in June, 17A5, after the constitution. Thus wc see that Wm. Huggctt was moderator of the church for nearly
thirty-three years, and deacon for more than fifty years. His !ifi was one of great
activity and usefulness as a church member and a Christian, as long as he was
able to go from home. He took lin acti,·e purt ill all the business affairs of the
cburch, was generally at his post on meeting days, and shirked no duties. He
W:LS moderator of Elkhorn A~i;ociation for twelve sllccessive years, commencing
With 1S30 and closing with ]S41, so far as the records show. 1'he year 1833 iR
not recorded, but hc was moderator both before and after that year. He died
baving becn a member of Crossings Church sixty-one years, with the bright hope
of Heaven before him.
James Johnson, the father of Gen. Wm. Johnson, R. M. johnson, Jr., and
L. L. Johll~on, E~q., united with the Great CJ'I)lsings Clmrch on the Ihst Friday
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in September, 1800, two <lays before WIll. buggctt; was chosen clerk, October of
the same year, and continued to fill that officc until October, 1825, when he resigned to enter the arena of politics, as Congressman from this district. He died
during his term of office in 1826. He was prominent in the business affairs of
the church, and was frequently put on important committees.
J. W. Bradley, who united with the church during the" Great Revival,"
was a leading member in the church during the time of the brethren mentioned
above. He was a q.uiet, unassuming mall, but an earnest reliable one, and always
ready and punctual in the discharge of his duties as a chUJ'ch member. His
name appears frequently in the business mettings of the church in his earlier
days. But during the latter days of his life he wus confined at home by affliction,
and the church lost his services. He died July 11, 1867, tIle Illstsurvivor of that
noble band of .brethren and sisters residing in this vicinity, who united with
the church durin~ t48 Grent Revival. Thus it happened that John Suggett was
the last survivor of those who joined in the original constitution of Great Cro~s
ings church. amI .J. W. Bradley, Sr., his son-ill-law, WIlS the lnst survivor of those
who united with the same church during the Grent Revival.
\Ve must now take up the period extending from 1801 to the close of the
Reding's pastorate in 1810. Only eleven were added during thut period by experience and baptism. The church adhered rigidly to its discipline, und also to
its doctrines, as is evinced by numerous "queries" concerning points of belief. The church joined in II. movement for the union of Elkhorn Association
and South Kentucky Association, about the year 180101' 1802, and sent Joseph
Reding and John Rease as messengers to the convention for that purpose.
In March, 1810, a letter was received, IIddressed to the church by Jeremiah
Vardeman, Jacob Crenth, Ambrose Dudley and others, requesting the church to
send messengers to meet the messengers of the other churches of Elkhorn Associations, to mutually agree to divide Elkhorn Association. The proposition
was rejected; as was IIlso one made at the same meeting that Great Crossings
Uhurch do not identify it~elf with any Assoeiatioll.
While there arc many things recorded of the men of the church of those
times which are praiseworthy, one thing noticeable -is to be regretted, viz.: That
during the period of which we are writing, and even later, although the church
was strong in numbers and worldly goods, not more than $100, and most frequently only about $40 or $50 wns puid to the pllstor, and thnt only by thirty or
forty of the members.
Joseph Heding, the second pastor of the church, was born in Fauquier
county, Va., in 1750. In very curly life he was left an orphan, and received but
little education. From a wicked, outbreaking young mun, he professed religion,
and was baptized in 1771, and immediately began to preach. Possessing II strong
voice and mu~h zeal, he attracted notice wherever he went. In company with
John Taylor, he spread It Saviour's love over a great portion of Northwesterll
Virginia. Having spent two year~ in preaching in his native Statc, he removed
to South Carolina, and there remained prea(,hing with much success until 1779.
As has already been said, he emigrated to Kentucky, lind ~ettled near Great
Crossings. He was pustor of the church, from the time Elijllh Craig left the
pastorate, until April, 1810, when he obtained a letter of dismission. In lIay,
1810, he was again called to thc pastorate, but evidently did not accept, as the
records show that James Suggett was pastor before thc end of that year. He
went with the brethren of Licking Association-Particular Baptist-and after II
long and useful ministry, died in December, 1815.
We now return to the year 1810. In September of lSIO the church called
James Suggett to preach twice II month, and to attend her monthly meetings.
In the following month, October I, t;aturday, he WIIS ordained to the gospel
ministry, and entered I1t once upon his duties as pastor. t;uccess seems to have
uttended upon his ministry from the beginning. By the close of the year UllO,
fifteen were added to the church, having professed religion and been baptized.
During the year 1811, twenty-five more werc added, waking forty, by the be-
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ginning of the year 1812. Among this number were George Viley, Patsey Viley,
Edgcomb Suggett, Gabriel Long, Kitty Long and Richard Qumn. Not only
was the church now at peace within her own borders, but in August 1811, she
directed her messengers to ayoid an old dispute in Elkhorn AssociatIOn. Indeed
her policy, before and after this period, was to a void, as far as possible, the dissensions and differences which agitated and distracted the denomination throughout
the State.
In 1811 there is a curious record, viz.: That James Hammon, John 1.
Johnson, and James Johnson were appointed clerks to raise tunes for divine
worship.
From January 1812 to January 1818, not much of special interest occurred
in the history of the chur('h. Twenty-four, during that period, were added by
experience and baptism. The church had the pastoral labors of James Suggett,
together with Thomas Henderson, to pretteh on the third Sunday, during II. considerable portion of· the time. In Mareh, 1814, Thomas ·Waggoner, one of the
members, was invited to exereise his gift in exhortation and prayer. In December, 181 i, a committee WIIS appointed to mise funds for the purpose of building
II. meeting-house, whieh house was completed in 18~ii, nnd is the one now occupied.
'],he year 1818 was marked as one in which the Lord agnin blessed the church
by a great outpouring of his spirit in the conversion of sinners. Ninety-seven
were added during that year, and among the number were Reuben Long and
Jordon Peak. During 1819, forty-six were received.
From the beginning of 1820 to the close of the pastoral relations of James
Suggett in the early part of lR25, nothing of especial interest occurred. Eighteen
professed conversion Ilnd were ndded to the church. Among this number were
John T. Johnson, Asa Payne, and Simeon Bmnham.
James Suggett, the third pastor of Great Crossings Churqh, was the oldest
son of .John Suggett, one of the members mentioned as being in the original
constitution. He was born May 2, 1775. He professed conversion during the
Great Revival in 1800, and united with the church Itt Great Urossings in May of
that year, four yeurs befere his brother, Wm. Suggett. He soon exhibited'
evidence of his p0'Wr lind fitness for the ministry, and on the 31st of October,
1800, was allowed to exercise his gift. On the first Saturday in July he was
licensed to "preach the gospel; " lind although his ordination had been called for
at North Foi·k as early as 1802, from some unexplained cause, he was not ordained until October, 1810, lit the call of }lcUonnell's Run (now Stamping Ground)
('lIurch. He forthwith assumed the pa~torate of :McConnell's Run and Great
Crossings ehurehes, and, except a short while during the war of 1812, eontinued
in that relation with the latter until September, 1825, when he WIIS dismissed by
letter to remove to :Missouri. He preached for McConnell's Run Church about
three years, and, "by his labors, t.he church was put in better condition than he
found it. There were frequent additions, besides other tokens of prosperity."
He preached lit Ulear Creek in 1824-25-lInd, in fact, he preached with great
power and force during the earlier Yllars of his ministry, throughout this portion
·of Kentucky, and under his preaching mllny were added to the church. Onll
particular characteristic flf his Inbors was that sinners seemed to be converted all
along during their continuance, as well out of 118 in great revival seasons, though
not so numerous. At least this was true of his lahors at Great Crossings. John
Taylor once said of him: ;, When I see tluggett in the pulpit, I think he never
ought to go out of it; and when I see him out of the pulpit. I think he ought never
to go i~to it." Out of the pulpit. he would keep the company in a roar of laughter
over hIS anecdotes. In the pulpit he was a mun of wonderful impulse. and excelled almost anyone at exhortation. UpOIl his determillntion to lellye Kentucky,
a committee was I\ppointed by Great Urossings Uhurch to induce him to remain,
but to no purpose. He removed to :Missouri where he died.
Jac0l:> Crea~h, Jr., succ~eded James Suggett as pastor in January, 1826, but
only contlllued m that relatIOn until September of the same year. Thos. Henderson was chosen to preach on the third Sunday.
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On January 21, 1826, the same day on which Jacob Creath, Jr., was chosen
pastor, John T. Johnson was requested "to exercise his gifts in this church,
whenever he should think proper."
On Saturday, March 4, 1826, there appears the first recQrd of the purpose of
tho church to hold public religious service on Saturday, church-meeting day. It
Ilppears, that previous to this time, that day IUld been employed in attending to
business of various kinds. }<'our were received for baptism in 1826 j among them
was Polly Nuckols.
We come now to the time which is an era ever memorable in the history of
Great Crossings Church. It is of peculiar interest to us to-day, because it was
the time in which the oldest living members of our church were brought to the
blessed Saviour j and with them many others dear to both them and us, who,
blessed be God, are now in the church triumphant above. A few of this era are
still lingering on the shores of time, awaiting the summons of the Master to
call them home. They still cheer' us with their counsel, and give us the benefit
of their ripened experience and wisdom, and we look to them with love and
reverence.
On the first 8aturday in Janunry, 1827, Silas M. Noel wa~ chosen pastor of
thi~ chureh. Thos. Henderson having refused to serve on the third Sunday,
,John T. ,Johnson was invited to attend on that day und exercise his gift 111
prayer and exhortation. During the year 1827, twenty-one were received after
baptism j among them were sisters Su,an Branham and Maria Brooking, on
the first Saturday in January, and on October 6, James Mason, in reference to
whom is given the following record, viz.: " "aid to be one hundred and one years
old! "-there was also received one Choctaw Indian.
We come now to the year 1828, one of the greatest revival interest ever
known in the Great CrossiIlgs Church, not even the Great Hevival of 1800 and
]80] being excepted. There lacked only two of being as many conV<1rts in ]828
as in 1800 and ]8(}] taken to,~ether, according to the chU1'(:h books. During the
two last mentioned years, 361 were added, while in IH2H alone 35() professed
conversion, and were added to the church. Hev. R. T. Dillard assisted the paslor,
and did most of the preaching, though other brethren, Revs. Thos. Henderson,
John Bryan, and J. D. Black, preached at different times. The writer of the
history hlld a conversation lately concerning this great work of grace, with
Rev. R. '1'. Dillard, who is the only surviving minister of those already mentioned, and from him learned some particnlllrs. Bro. Dillard says that a table
was placAd in the sink just south of the meeting-house for him to stand 011 while
preaching, the crowds heing so great that the house would 110t near hold themthat while he was preaching the people would sit on the grass on the hill-sides
around in great numbers, giving earnest lind clo&e attention, while the pastor,
Rev. S. M. Noel, would be in the hon~e. with crowded aisles and benches. hearing
experiences related-that the people would ~ollle, not only from this county, but
also from the counties adjoining, and stay with the members Ileal' at hand, for
days together, leaving their homes und worldly matters to attend to the preaching of the gospel. The writer asked what was the secret of such wonderful results. He replied that nothing except the plain and earnest preaching of the
gospel, under the power and influence of the Spirit.of God. Nineteen were received prIOr to April 10, when the revivnl commenced in earnest. At that time
meetings were held not only at the meeting-house, but also at the private houses
of members in the neighborhood. For instance, on Fricluy night, April 10, I!.t
the house of Wm. 8uggett, liye were reeeiYed, among them were Wm. Craig,
afterwards a minister and preacher for this church. And on the next day, Saturday, at the ChUl:ch, foul' were received, and nmong, the n\llllbe~ was Ann Eliza
Bradley (now Peak). And thus they were added-four, five, SIX, or a dozen 01'
more at a time every few days-sometimes at the me,llting-hollse and sometimes
at private houses-until December 21, nellr the close of the year, aggregating,
during the year 1828, 359! In 1830, a membership of 588 was reported to Elkhorn ASSOCIation, more than at any other time. Grand and glorious were those
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times, whereof even we of this time should be glad. It may be interesting to
mention tho names ot some, well-known to, and beloved by us of to-day, who
united with the church during that period. On April Ifl, Lucy Ann Bradley,
Amanda Bradley, (now Ott"utt) Ilnd Janette Suggett; April 12, Polly Suggett;
April 20 those who hud made u profession of religion, to thut date fifty-one in number wer~ baptized; in the lutter purt of April, Nieholus Long; May I, Francis
An~ Hllrrison, Newton Craig, und Fmnklin Kenney; May il, Cyrene 'Vil1iams
and Lucv Craig; May 4, Thos. Harrison and Thos. Turner, and on the sume
day' fifty:nine who hud been received since April 20, wcre baptized; Muy 18,
Mary A. Long, Beverly Rranhum, und Putsey Brnnham, and on thc same day
forty-six were baptized; June I, W m. Johnson; June 8, fifty were baptized, received since lust meeting; July 4, James Duncan und Lemyra Duncan (afterward Roberts); July 5, Ann Eliza Nuckols (afterward Peak); July 6, fifty-three
werc bllptized; Al1gu~t :{, fifty-two were baptizcd; September 7, twenty-four
were baptized; October 9, ten were baptized; November 16, thirteen were buptized, until at the clo.e of the revival, December 21, 359 had been added to the
church after baptism. Among this number were not only whites and blacks, but
also seventeen Indians, from Uhoctaw Aeademy at BIlle Spring. On DeccllJ bel'
7 one of these Indians, Sampson Birch, was ordained to the ministry, and
a~other, Robert Jones, was encouraged to exercise his gift preparatory to license.
It may be well to insert here the chUl'(.'h record in reglild to these red men, viz.:
"The committee appointed on yesterdllY, (Suturday, December 6, 1828) to take
into consideration the propriety of ordaining Bro. Sampson Birch to the ministry,
lind for examining the qunlifications of Bro. Robert Jones. also for the ministry,
this day (December 7, 1828) reported that they had performed thnt duty Rnd had
unanimously agreed that Bro. Sampson Birch ought to be ordained, and that
Bro. Robt. Jones ought to be encourageu by the church to exercise R public gift
preparatory for a Iiecnse; which report was unllnimously adopted and ugreed to
by the church, and the ordmation of Bro. Sumpson WIIS directed to take place on
to-day by the ministering brethren present; and IIccoruingly ~:o. R. T. Dillard
preached II sermon from .Act~, 8th chap., 5th Ve!'se: 'Then Plnhp went down to
the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them; , and Bro. Noel delivered to
our dear brother, Sampson Birch, an animated and feeling charge. Bro. John
Taylor followed in some general remnrksj and Bro. Sampson, tognther with the
ministeril'g brethren kneeled dOWll, viz.: S. M. Noel, Charles Johnson, John
Taylor, R. T. Dillard, and Jos. Taylor, who constituted the Presbytery, (and
their brethren) ordained our denr brother of the forest by the imposition of
hands and prayers offered by Bro. John Taylor and Bro. Charles Johnson."
Thus we hlwe come to the close of the precious season' of grace of 1828.
Not only did this make an era in the history of the church by greatly increllSing
its numbers and spirituality, but also in the introduction of many new members,
young, strong and vigorous men and women, who ",ere soon destined to take
the places in church a1til.irs of the older brethren and sisters, now rapidly plISsing
away, and whose impress has been strongly felt 1111 through our church history
since that time. The nllmes of those familiar t:> us hllve been mentioned
above, most of them gone, II few of them lingering still-all of them, whether
living or dead, loved and cherished by those who knew them. God grant that
our church may see another such time as this, when many, very many, shall
hear His stately steppings and respond joyously to His call.
The year 1829 opened with the church calling Silas M. Noel again as pastor.
The chief item of interest, as II matter of history, which transpired during this
year, was that Pleasant Green Chll1'ch was constituted in July, nellr the residence
of W. B. Galloway, Esq., with twenty members from Great Crossings Church.
Thos. Henderson, so long the preacher of the church on the third Sunday in each
month, was among the number. Nineteen were received after baptism during
that year. During years 1830, 1831, and 1832, the church was disturbed somewhat in i~s peace aiid harmony, by the acceptance of some of her members of
the doctrllles of what is known in the history of those times as "the Current
ReforlIl;ation "-the doctrines now held by our brethren calling themselves
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"Christians," or" Disciples." As we learn, however, only sixteen of the members
embraced those doctrines, and left the church j but among that number were
three valuable members, yi:'..: John T .•Johnson, a licensed minister, though not
ordained-he WitS one of the moderators of the church j W m. Johnson and B. S.
Chambers. derk of the <,hurch. The ('hurch in her conduct with those departing
brethren, seems to have acted very prudently and dispassionately, and hence
escaped the shipwreck which ~ome of the neighboring churches suffered. S. M.
Noel was pnstor during these three years, and twelve were received after baptism.
During the year 18;)3 the ('hurch was unsettled aR to a pastor. On January
ii, Eld. Thos. P. Dudley, now pastor of the Particular Bnptist Church, in Georgetown, was called, hut declined, and in February, John Bryce, was called for third
Sunday. On July 6, Hilns M. Noel wns called, and on the first Saturday in October, t-l. ~I. Noel was called for the first, and A. Lewis for 'the third Sunday, but
it does not uppear whether they accepted or declined. Twenty were received
during the year, among them wus Youngp.1' H. Pitts, afterward pastor of the
church. This ('Iosed the relations of S.}I. Noel, the fifth pastor, with the church.
Silas M. Noel was born near Richmond, Vn., August 13, 1783. His'father
gave him an English education, but he educated himfelf in the classical lunguages, after which he studied law. He removeu to Frankfort, Ky., and commenclld
the practice of law, and continued in the practice until he was appointed judge
by Gov. Slaughter. Soon nfter he clime to Kentucky he joined the ehureh under·
the prE\aching of Wm. Hickman. In a short time after his conversion, he
was called to the ministry, lind took chllrge of Big Spring Church,
Woodford county. In spellking of this ehllrch, }~I(1. John Taylor says:
"The l1rst preacher I knew of in this church was Silas M. Noel j there I
think he was ordained as their pastor, when only a young preacher." Says
the same author: "After he had been ordained several years, he laid aside
his gospel ministry for a yellr or two of the honors of this world," referring, doubtless, to his serving as Cir('uit Judge for two yenrs. According to
the same author: "He came forward again as a preacher, with more zenl, consistency. and apparent stability than at any time in hi~ life hefore." Soon after
this, in ,January, 1827. he was chosen pastor of Great Qrossings Church. Speaking of him about this time, John Taylor, ~ay8: "Silas 1\'£. Noel is now a great
traveler, and one of the best prellchers the Baptists have in Kentucky. '" '" '"
For about three years past J suppose he has bapti7.ed more people than any other
man ;n Kentucky. His labor~ seem blest whntever direction h.e tal,es. The
conversion of sinners .to the Lord sC'cms to be the greatest object of his address.
Repentance and fllit)i, or faith and repcntnn(''', connected with a godly life is the
main drift of his diS"conrses, with profuse invitations to every man to come to the
supper j speculative trifles are barely found in his exhibitions. God bless the
heavenly man, may he thus press on to th(' end. ·~Ir. Noel's literary IIccomplishments, together with his 7.enl in the gospel, with his great success therein, has
procured him the high appellation of D:D. The high powers at Lexington,
Iluthori:'.ed to make Doctors of Divinity, n year 01' two back, have saluted him
with a flowing diploma. But it is pleasant to see thllt these high-l1ying trifles do
not prevent his yet going into the thickets; or, aeeording to his own tprm, while
at his work, the highways and hedgcs, to invite the poor, the halt, the blind, and
the lame, with every other soul, to seek the salvation of God," His success at
Great Crossings has been seen, lind needs no fl1rther comment. He was a member and President of the Board of Trustee,: of' Georgetown College, was instrumental in obtaining the Paulding fund, and subscribed $500 to the college endowment fURd. His son writes: "He was called to Lexington Chureh in 1836,
and remained there until his death, May ii, 18:l9."
The men of the church of this time were noble-and true, and faithful to the
interests of Zion j and by the staunch support, eontributed much to the success of
the church. Wm. Suggett, Asa Payne, Gahriel Long, Nicholas Long, Simeon
Branham, Beverly Branham, ,Wm. Craig, Younger Pitts, and others that might
be mentioned, were prominent !Ind inl1uential, some before and others after the
period of which we are writing.
.
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A. Y. Lewis, the sixth pastor of Great Crossings Church, was called for the
first Sunday in Mllrch, 1834. On the 5th of July following, Wm. Buck was
called for the third :-:lunday, and both accepted. A. M. Lewis continued as pastor
until the close of 1837, and during this period nine were reeeived into the church
after baptism.
A. M. Lewis came from Virginia, nnd was an uncle of Rev. C. Lewis, lately
pastor of this church, and, while pnstor here, WIIS principal of a "Female Seminary" i!)- Georgetown. Wm. Buck preached on the third Sunday during 1834
and 1835, and n. F. Kmuwy, who WIIS received by letter in September 1835, during 183G, 1837, and 1838.
In February, 1838, .James D. Blnck, the seventh pastor of Grent Crosstngs
Church, wns called for the first Sunday. Rev. R. T. Dillard was invited to visit
the church as often as convenient during this year.
On the first Saturday in May, N. Craig was requested to exercise publicly
in church in prayer and exhortation. In October, 1834,1\ short summary of the
faith and practices of the church was adopted.
Rev. J. D. Black was pastor of the church, the first time for four consecutive
years, from the beginning of 1838 to the close of 1841. During that time, through
thc labors of this zealous man of God, the (,hurch passed through some precious
seasons of grace, and many valuable members were lidded. During 1838,
the first year of Bro. Black's pastorllte, fifty-six were received aftcr baptism; among them Lewis Nuckols. In 1839, l.wenty-nine were added; in 1840
thirty-eight were received, and among them some well-known to us to-day, viz.:
At the commencement of the revival, September 6, Ann Marin Martin (afterwards Peak); )londay, October :i, B. T. Quinn ILnd Bennett Branham; Friday,
October 9, Lewis H. :Martin, Esther A. Martin (now Tomson), ILnd Lucy Ann
Quinn (now Branhnm); Saturday, November, 7, Nancy Samup,lls. and Sunday,
November 8, Elleanora Oft'utt. The work of'grace extended to December 20, re8Ulting as stnted above, in thirty-eight additious. During 1841 only six were received. B. F. Kenney, preached ill ('onncetion with Bro. Black, on the third
Sunday during 18<:8 Itnd 1839.
In February, 1840, Wm. G. Craig and Y. R. Pitts, both at that time zealous young licentiates, were called to pretleh on third Sunday in each month.
They had both been invited to exer<'ise their gift in public in July, 1836, and
were, at this time, both called by th!'ir own church. The ordination of both was
('alled for forthwith, and Craig consented nnd a('cepted the call, but Pitts deelined ordination for the present. Cmig ('ontinued to preach on third Sunday
aloue during 1840 and 1841. J. D. Black aud John Lucas constituted the Presbytery that ordained him. Pitts finally ('onsented to be ordained, and his ordination occurred on Wednesday, N ovem ber 17, 1841, with R. T. Dillard, B. F. Kenney, W m. G. Craig, J, D. Black, Howard :\>Ialeom, and J. M. Frost, Sr., as
Presbytery.
. .
An item of interest which shows progress, is that in February, 1841, the
ehureh for the first time agrced to pay the pa~tor as much as $200. Pitts held a
very successful meeting with the chnreh afterwards, and, at its close, was called
to the pastorate, but declined, und still Inter was culled and accepted-but morc
of these things hereafter. During the period of his four years pastorate, as during and just after all periods (If true revival .cnsons, the church enjoyed pellce
and harmony and prosperity in hel' bordcrs, except that toward the close of
1841, several brethren and sistel's left the church, (yet peacefully and in good
fl'llowship) and joined our Parti('ular Baptist hrethren in Georgetown.
James D. Black, tlw sevcnth pll~tor of Gl'eat Crossings Church, was born in
Virginia, June 24, 1794; came to Kentucky in 1807, nnd when about fifteen
Jears old joined the ('hUl'cll at Dry Hun, and was bnptizcd by Eld. Jos. Reding.
He was ordained at Long. Li('];;, Scott county, Ky. Very fow men, who have
preached among Kentucky Baptists, have labored more successfully than Eld.
BlaCk. His son, Dr. E. H. Black, of Frankfort, Ky., writes: "He kept no memorandum of the number he baptized; snid, during his last illness, that he could
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not think the number less than 5,000." in the G-reat Crossings Church he baptized about 200. Rev. A. C. Graves, in his history of Stamping Ground Church,
says: "James D. Black was pastor of Stamping Ground Church thirty years,
during that time he baptized into its fellowship ove,' 1,000 persons. In addition
to his labors at tltamping Ground, he prea(·hed at various other points at the
same time. He carried on three revivals at the same time-at this chnrch
(Stamping Ground), Great Crossings, and Dry HUll. In one of those years he
bapti7.ed about 500. It has been said that many of the best members collected
into the churches at Dry Run, North Fork, Great Crossings, Cane Run, and
other points, were bapti7.ed by Father Black. .In 1840 he was called on as the
most suitable man to act as missionary in the bounds of Elkhorn Association.
He served one yenr, and madc the following report: "During the year your
agent has attended twenty protracted meetings; :-123 have been relJeived at these
meetings for baptism. He has baptized 2G4 himself, chiefly of the churches
of his charge.
He has preached 351 discourses, and has been engaged
121 days in actnal service to the Association. No account has been kept of the
number of miles traveled, or exhortations made." He preached for the following
churches, (and probahly more) in Kentu('ky. besides those he preached for in
:hlissouri, viz.: Dry Hun, Buck Run, Forki; of' Elkhorn, North Fork, Long Lick,
Pleasant View, Caney, Hnrtwood, tlila", Paris, Georgetown, Great Crossings,
Millersburg, Bryant's Statioll, Call(' Hun, l\It. Pleasant in Franklin county,
Harmony, and Stamping Ground. Alld aecomplished all this without the advantage of an education. His son, Dr. E. H. Black, again says: "Though he
did not have the advantage of an education, he was the fast friend of education,
lind of an educated ministry. After he was forty years old, he went to school,
and he and I were in the same grammar elm;s. After he was fifty years old,
with the aid of a Greek grammar and dil'tiollary, he learned to read the New Testament in Greek." He died ftlay 30, 1871, and his last words were, "Jesus, 0 my
son, how precious!" His remains now rest at Stamping Ground, Ky., in a place
directly beneath the spot where stood the pulpit of the old Stamping Ground
Church, in which he preached so long.
On the first Saturday in December, 1841, Y. R. Pitts was called for the first,
and Wm. G. Craig for the third Sunday in each month. Both accepted, and
continued thus to aet in conjunction, Pitts preaching on the first, and Craig on
the third Sunday, until tho close of 1846. They wcre both young and active, and
members of Great Crossiqgs Church, and it appears that this arrangement was
made, that neither might be preferred by the church to the other; besides the
church desired to have them both preach. On the first Saturday in January,
1842, Revs. J. D. Black and R. F. Kenney, who had formerly preached, and
been so much beloved at Great Crossing~, were invited to preach as often as
they could.
In )Iay of this year (1842) a committee was appointed to circulate a subscription among the members of the church for all who may think proper to
contribute for the benefit of Georgetown College. Thus early was Georgetown
College an object of intere~t and support to Great Crossings Church. Nay,
earlier than this, in January, 18:17, B. :1<'. Kenney, at that time the third Sunday
preacher, was recommended to the Faculty of the College as a suitable person to
receive the henefit of the Pawling fund.
On the first Saturday in De('emher, 1842, B. T. Quinn was requested to exercise his gift as a public speaker. He was afterwards ordained though not at
this church, and ha~ served a long ministry of usefulness and good, and is living
now in the neighborhood of the church, loved and honored by all who know him.
In August, 1843, WIll. Suggett, "\Vm. G. Craig, and Asa Smith were appointed to write a history of Great Crossings Church to be presented to Elkhorn Association, anel it was thus presented.
Again in July, 1852, B. F. Kenney was reqllepted to write a history of the
church, and have it published ill the Westel'n Recorder. Whether this latter
was done or not, h~ not been ascertained. :Neither of these histories has been
accessible to the writeI' of this.
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On the first Saturday in t;eptember, 1844, Y. R. Pitts was relieved of hi
dutya.s pastor to act as ~gent for Ind~nn Missions during the mO!lth of Octobe~
followlllg, and B. T. Qumn was unannnously chosen to supply 1118 place. Thus
we see that as early as 1844, the church favored the system of missions fie it
did later, in 1846, when it voted that Y. R. Pitts" be made a life member of the
Indian )[jssion Association by this <,hurch," and that Wm. G. Craig be "made a
life member of the China :Mission, with the fund:; recently collected here bv Bl'o
Goodman, the agent of said mission." And it has ever been the firm 'friend
of missions since thnt tim!', as has been shown by its sympathy and contributions. During thc time that Pitts and Craig preached in conjunction
the church was strong in number of mcmbers, and enjoyed some seasons' of'
revival grace. In 1842, eight had been receh'ed to the time of the meeting of
the Elkhorn Association. }<'rorn that time until 184;). G3 were added by experience and baptism, and the membership was reported at the Association to be
411. Among those received were Richard S. Quinn, Francis Branham, :Elizabeth
Bolson, Wm. Brooking, and James Jackson in 1R42 ; Richard T. Branham and
Vivian U. Brooking in 1843. At the Association in 1844, the church reported
412 members, and 8 IIdditions after baptism.
Among thosc of 1844 were, Margaret Brooking, Levinia Urooking, Asa
Branham, Susan Branham, and Serena Branham. In 1845, 4 were received; in
1846 the membership was 302 and 1 received aftpr baptism. The church wus
united und Pitts and Craig worked in harmony until the IlItter part of 1846.
About tllis time strife sprung up between these two brethren. There was a Pitts
party and a Craig party in the church. Reports prejudicial to the ('hnracter of
Craig went forth, and charges were made against Pitts. The matter was introduced into the church. and, on the first SlIturday in }<'cbruary, 1847, n committee,
consisting of Jnmcs D. Black, B. F. Kenney, Joel Scott, and Moses Akin, Willi
appointed to investignte the difficulty between them. After patient investigation, this committee made report on Thursday, February 11th, 1847, which report
is recorded in full on the minutes of the chlll'ch, nnd it is not necessary to reproduce It here. Suffice it to say that both parties were exonerated (rom tho charges
made against them, lind reconciled to each other. It was the opinion of the
committee thnt this unhappy stllte of affairs had its origin ., in misunderstandings, misrepresentlltions, evil surmising. a manifest inclination to listen to talking,
to evil speaking, to bURy-bodies in other men's matters." They add: "We fear
that almost the whole church are more or hiSS involved." They advised that
neither party "serve the church liS ministers of the gospel at the present
time." Pitts' thereupon resigned as paotorj Crllig declined when the church
called him in 1846.- And though these two brethren were called twice af'terw!lrd,
~mce in February, 1848, to preach on first and third Sund!lYs until June follow!ng, !lnd again in November, 184!1, to prcach on 2dand 3d Sundays during 1850,
It does not appear that either accepted. The time of the conversion, license, and
ordination of ellch has been gi"en above. They were both reared in this community. Y. R. Pitts was born in 1812 lind rellred in Kentucky. He left Kentucky .ome time after the times just mentioned lind went to Missouri. He settled
near Glasgow, Howllrd county. He was pllstor successively at Glasgow, Fllyette
lind Mt. Moria, in that state. He held a number of rllVival meetings and his
labors were blessed. He took a lively int!'rest in all of' the geneml interests and
~vor~ o~the denomination in Missouri. Espe<,ially in holding up the Baptist
institutIOns of learning. He, as agent, raised ncar $11),000 for )It. Pleasant Uolege at Huntsville. For It numbcr of veal'S he wa,; a member of thc board of
~rllstees for Will. Jewel College. He had accepted un agency to continue and
lete, as fal' UH possible, the endowment of that institution at the time of
;.~, e!'-t~. This occurred while he was nttending the meeting of the General
sl s"oell~tlon at Clinton, Henry county, Missouri, in 1871. He and his wife now
b ee p 1de by side, in the cemetery at Hm:tsvi::e, Missouri. Wm. G. Craig WIIS
a ~rn ~tober 10, 1803, in this neighborhood where he lived and died. He was
on of W m. Craig and grandson of Toliver Craig; a brothel' of J os. and Elijah.
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He was a man, true and warm-hearted in his affections, and had the confidence
and estcem of his brethren wherever he was known. He preach eel chiefly in this
part of the State. His death occurred September 8th, 1853.
Howard ;)falcom, Sr. then President of Georgetown College, was chosen as
pastor in April, 1848, for the remainder of the year. He served us pastor during
this and the following year, 1849. He labored under very unfavorable circumstances. The church Wll8 still divided in feeling on account of the Pitts and
Craig trouble, though he was their choice as pastor. The bad fecling had not
elothely died out, and it was not until near the clo~e of 1849 that the church was
again a working unit. Although the membership of the church were in this
condition, it seemed that towllrd the close of 1849 God's time for favoring Zion
at this place had arrived. The Rev. J. D. Black had formerly been pastor of the
church and was greatly beloved by the community, both in and out of' the church.
The writer of this hilS heard his mother, whom he trusts is now at rest in Heaven,
say that she herself, (not then a mem ber of the church, but who joined immediIItely after,) wrote a letter toEld. Blllck, sctting forth her feelings and earnestly
entreating him to come and hold a meeting at Great Crossings. He consented
to do so and came and commeneed preaching, with some of the member,; hard in
feeling towards ellch other. He attempted to reconcile these feelings, but failing
to do so, he said that it was a shame for the old church member~ to do thus, while
the lambs were standing blmlting without the fold i-that they would just go
nheac1 and htlye the meeting and lelwe these old hardened cases to themselves.
Soon sinners were converted, these obstinate church members melted down and
embraced each other, and the result was a gracious outpouring of God's spirit in
the addition of' 62 to tHe church; so that at the next meeting of the Association
in 18:'0, they reported a membership of 401. The re\'ival occurred between the
September and October meetings, mostly in September 1849, and among those
added were; R. A. Long, John N. Long, A. ~I. Bradley, Catharine E. Bradley,
Geo. P. Peak, Presley L. Peak, Eleanor Samuclls, Sopronia Suggett, (now Offutt),
Cynthia Suggptt, (now Duncan), Dudley P. Peak, James Wm. Craig, John
Branham, J. H. 'l'om~on, Samuel Moore, .M'lry }JOOl'C, and Almira Suggett,
(now Brown.) Many of these !Ire now living and make valuable church members
wherever they are; others arc at home in Heaven. Rev. Howard.Malcoll1 is too
well known, lind his carreer liS a minister i8 too much a part of the denominlltional
history of this country to require all extended notice at our hands. He came to
Georgetown and assumed the Presidency of Georgetown College in its early
history. After leaving the College he was president of several institutions north.
He is now President of the Americlln Baptist Historical Society, and lives in
Philadelphia, Penn. He ranks among the foremost Theologians of the day, not
only in our own denomination but in the whole religious world. The year 1850
opened with the church in an unsettled state as to a pastor. Rev. J. D. Black
was called and declined; Rev. Lewis Alexander was called and declined; and
Jinally, in October of that year, ,Tohn L. Waller, who had been eaJled in August,
accepted and proached for the church during the remainder of that year and
during the year 1857, but with no results in additions after b'lptism. In January
1852, J. L. Waller declined to preach any longer for the church, and Wm. F.
Broaddus was called lind accepted. He eontinuedas pastor until November 18:;2,
when he resigned, and Decemher following, A. It. Macey was called. He preached
for a yellr when U. Lewis WHS called and deelined. It is unnecessary to givQ
biographical sketches of John L. Waller and Wm. F. Broaddus.* The former
was foremost among Kentueky Baptists at the time of his death, and to write a
sketch of him would be but to copy what some one else hilS already written.
The latter is now liviug in Viq!;inia and his life hilS been principally spent
in thnt State and constitutes a p.u-t of Virginia Baptist history. Of the
life of A. R. Macey we know but little beyond that he was pastor of this church
,. After this history was in type, the intelligence reached us that Rev. William F.
Broaddus, D. D., died at his home in Fredericksburg, Va., September 8,1876.
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and afterward removed South where he died. From the Associational meeting
in 1850 to that in 1854 there was but one addition to the church and that in 1853.
In December 1853, Rev. D. R. Campbell, President of Georgetown College,
was called and accepted the pastorate of Great Crossings church. He continued
pastor until his death, August 11 th, 1865, nearly twelve years. WheR he entered
upon the pastorate the church haft a nominal membership of about 348, but wa~
in a cold condition. Nothing of special interest occurred until AugQst 22d, 1854,
when a revival season ('ommencpd which lasted until September 2d which resulted in the addition of 54 liS reported lit the next meeting of the Association.
The following are IImong the number: August 22d, Gab'l T. Long; August
25th, Clifton Branhnm and Mnry A. Branhnm; August 26th, John L. Peak,
Madison A. Peak, and Lou A. Peak; August 27, Mary Moore, Leland Peak,
Alvin U. Brooking, James H. Bradley, }filton N. Peak, A .•Jnckson Viley, M.
Lou Viley, and Gertrude Thomasson; August 28th, l\fartha. Moore; August
29th, Milton C. Branham, J. W. Bradlcy, jr. lind Lewis Nuckols; August 31st,
Marv J. Rodgers. Dr. Campbell immediately went to work to utilize the material
thus·brought into the church, and the history of the church, from this time to the
close of his connection with it, i~ noteworthy on ncc-ount of the actiyity and zeal
of its members, particularly in reference to object;; of interest and the Hpread of
the gospel. .T!le church rec~ived a new impp;tu" in this direction, In De~C\~IJer
1854, four missionary committees were appomted, one each for Home 1\11;;8IOn8,
Foreign }fis.ions, Indian "Missions, and Bible Cause, WIIS appointed, whose duty
it was to solicit subscriptions for those objects and report, one committee each
quarter during the year. And these committeI" were continued during several
years. In September 1855, T. H. Storts, then II ~tudent at Georgetown College,
was called to preach on one Sunday in the month. In 1856 Dr. Oampbell was
away from the chmch a great deal, attending to raising the endowment for
Georgetown College, and, at his snggestion, the church, in December called
George Varden, then a student nt Geoj·getown College, to preach on 3d Sunda'y
in each month. In January 1858, Dr. Ca.mpbell, having completed the work'
of endowment which detained him from the church, resumed his labors twice a
month. It may be well to notice here how much was contributed by Great
Crossings church, and then by the Crossings congregation to this endowment.
The members of the church ('ontributed $4,600 j the member~ of the congregation contributed $7,16(;. New men now began to become prominent in the
affairs of the church. Beverlv Branham, N. Long, Wm. H. ~Iartin and men of
that class were then the oIder memberR of the church who hud so long borne the
burden and heat of the day; W. H. McDonald Bennett BrnnhaIll, and men of
that class were the vigorous, active, younger mem bers; and with these as leaders,
Dr. Campbell commeneed to work in those members who had recently joined;
as, A. Jackson Viley, Milton N. Peak, Leland Peak, J. N. Long, It. A. Long,
:T. H. Tomson und others who might be mentioned, by appointing them on
Important committees, ealling on them to lead in prayer, &c. By this means he
h~d the church both old and young alive and at work, each feeling that it was
hIS or her duty to be do:ng something. The church determined in 18GO to IInve
meet.ing on every Sunday, and culled D. R Cnmpbell for four Sundnys lind Y.
R. Plt~8 for 5th Sunday when there were five Sundays in the month. With this
e~ceptlOn, the chureh has always had meeting only twice n month, nna oecasion·
a yon. the 5th Sundays; und these two meetings, on the first und th ml Sundnys,
~xc':Rt In ~866 .when E!ld. C. Lewis .was called, when it was changed s~ as not to
:ne let With hiS meetmgs ut PrOVidence church. The pastornl rclntIOns of D.
t· ampbelJ closed with his death, Augmt 11th, 1865. This was the first ins anbe of the death of a minister while pastor of Great Crossings church. Only
one
oceurred since, that of Rev. S. P. Hogan in February, 187l.
He w ld~r D. ~. Campbell was born in Perthshire, Scotland, August 14th, 1814.
tor. as Ie~red In the Presbyterian fnith. He removed to England and was paslIPo~n t~ ottlb~ham, and ~fterwards Missionary in L~ndon. He becnme interested
the U .etedsuS~eet o~ baptism and became an independent minister. He came to
nl
tates In May 1842.
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He witnessed baptism in the first Baptist church in Richmond Va., and was
much impre~sed that he wllited to see the plIstor and was imme;sed on the following Sunday, by Dr. J. R. Jeter, now Henior Editor of Rdiqioll .• IIe1·ttld. He
traveled during the summer, visiting Virginia Assoeiations a'nd preaching. He
wa~ pastor of Leigh St. church in Hichmon~l, Virginia for It short time, and then
went South j WIIS pastor of two country churches in ~Ii~si~sippi j-Vernon and
Grand Duff: His health failing he came to Kentucky in August IS·!;,;. He was
called to the Georgetown church in the filII of 184\ and labored there with great
success for fOllr years. The peculillrity about his labors there WIIS, that so many
eitiz(lIls, old lind settled men, professed religion lind became excellent church
members.
.
He WII~ then cbcted Professor of' Hebrew IIntI Biblicnl Literature in the
Theological Semi11l1ry at Covington, Kentucky. While filling that position, he
was pastor of the Newport chul'l'h lind acted liS Missionary ullder the General
ASSOCiation. The Newport chur:h WIIS much revi ved under his labors and during
one winter receiv'!d about 80 ndditions.
He was Professol' in the Seminary three yelll's and WIIS called to the Presidency of Georgetown Colh'ge and accepted in 18:;2, and had only been President
about 2 years \\'I]('n he was called as pa~tor of Great Crosiings. While President
of Georgetown College he WIIS !llso pastor of Mt. Vernon chnrch, Woodford
eounty, -and of East Hickman chureh, Fayette county. He died in Covington,
Kentucky, August lIth, 186:;, ~l'eatly beloved by the members of this church.
They gave expressions to this love in appropriute re~olutions at his death, whieh
are recorded on the church hook. Ten were received, besides those already
mentioned, as lute as 18G6. In Septemher 1865, James D. Blaek wa~ called to
the paetorate for til" remainder of the yeur. In December 1865, Elder C. Lewis
was ehosen as pnstor and ('ontinued liS such until.Junuury lR70. whun he resigned
to accept at :Mt. Vernon, 'Woodford county. In Mareh 186(;, Rev. R. T. Dillard
who was grelltly beloved hy the church, and hud been called for thll 5th Sunday
several times. before. was called for thllt da~' anel aceepted. Elder Lewis preached
with much uceeptllnce and WIIS greatly' beloved by t.he chnrch j and it was with
deep regret that they gave him up as pastor. At the meeting of the Assoeiation
in 1866, 4 udditions were reported j in 18B" :-1 j and in 1869. 4, among them
Lydia and Sallie Viley. In Derember, IRml, the ministerial students at Georgetown College. wcre invited to preach Oil days not regular meeting days.
Re\'. (), Lewis was bor.n in Virginiaj-wa8 educated at the University of
Virginia j-afterwards studied medicine, but his health failing he went to farming. He did not mllke" profession of religion until 1844, nfter he was married
lind had three children j and commenced to preach in 1845. He soon after served
as a supply at l<'rankfort, for a short while j wns called to Glmln's Creek and
Versailles churches, Woodford county, and served them n number of years until
the establishment of the church at Providence, of which he bocame pastor. He
was called to a chair in the Theological Department at Georgetown, and while
there was culled to Great Ul'Ossings. H"re he resigned in .J nnuary, 1870 Ilnd
took charge of )>It. Vernon Church, of which he is now pastor j as he is at the
church lit Providence. He ·is too widely known and too highly esteemed to need
any c>ncomium by the writer.
'
• After the re~ignation of J<~Id('r Lewi8, S. P. Hogan, then a student at Georgetown College, was invited to fill the pulpit 1"'0 teIllJloi'(~" which he did until the
following'April when he WIIS called as pastor. He served the chureh with accepttmce until his death which occurred Feh. 2d, 1871. During the short time
he was pastor, h(' held a protracted meeting, assisted hy Hev. J" H. Salin of
Owen connty, which resulted in 9 additions' to the church j-among them were
Anna Peak, Kitty Hancock, M. Katie Bradley, Thos. Brown, David Brown,
C~thia Branham, Linnie Branham and Lee P. Viley. Upon his acceptance
as pastor the meeting days were changed back to the first and third Sundays.
Rev. S. P. Hogan was reared in Fayette county lind came to Georgetown College to study with a view to the ministry and graduated with high standing, in
June, 1870.
oll
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It was while a studtmt there that he was called to Great Crossings, his first
.torate. He WII8 ~oon called to Stamping Ground Church, lind while pastor of
se two churches, lill died: At the time of his death, he had but just married;
t
'ust entered upon his ministry, and was fullef zealand love for his Master's
baU8~ For dpep piety, whole-souled consecration, lind enthusiastic devotion to
C~8 ~ork we have rarely seen him equalled. In the morning of life, with hi,
~~art all' ng!ow with love. for ~is ft·lIow:-men, he was ('alled away to brighter
realms on high. On the first Saturday 111 June, lR71, Rev. J. G. Bow, then a
.tudent for the ministry at Georgetowl1,('ollege, was called; he accepted and his
~rdination occurred at this church on the fourth Sunday in August following.
Elds. H. McDonald, B. T. Quinn, J. B. Tharp, lind J. D. Bohannan, composed
the council that ordained him. He prenched for thp ('hmch until the first Saturday in January,. 1~73, when he ~esigned to lI~ce~t the ca!'e of Midway
Church for all of h!s time. 'He had, s1l1ce the orgal1\zntlOn of Mldwny Church,
!Jt,P!\ dividing his time between the two churches. In June, 1873, a number of
memb<'rs were dismissed to go into the constitution of a ehureh at Midway, the
seventh constituted fro\l1 Grellt Urossings Church.
Rev. J. G: Bow, cnme to Georgetown College, liS It student for the millistrv,
from near Burksdlle, Ky. He graduated in .rune, 1874, having carried on his
studies regularly and successfully, while pastor of two churchell, preaching every
SUllday for abot;t a veal'; of olle chnrch for three years, preaching twice a month.
He is now pllstor at' Harrodsburg, is young and full of zelll and devotion for his
Ma~ter's work.
On Friday, Jlln. lOth, D,·. B. -"'{,mly, Jr., our present beloved pastor, wa.
called, the last but not the least by far; atKI ,he has served the ehurch with great
zeal and acceptl\DCe since that time. And I fbel that I but represent the unanimous voice of this church and whole community, when I say that we earpestly
hope that it· may be a long time ere we undergo anoth'>T change in our pastoral
relations. ,One has joined by experience and baptism qnt"ing his pastorate,
Willa Viley, in May, 1874. He came from the Southern Bapti~t Theological
Seminary, in which he wali Professor, to assume the Presidency of <+eorgetown
College. ,We will leave it for future historians to write his biograph,'. as his
relation. to us as a pastor have not ceased. The Great Crossings Church has
been identified with Elkhorn Association sinee its organization, in June, 1785,
lind ha~ never failed to be represented in its body, 80 far as the records show,
exce.pt m. 1791, when the church was divided on account of the Craig and
~ed.mg difficulty, 29 dut of 96 of its members having withdrawn. The AssoCiation hilS met with this church eight times, in 1'189 1799 1806 1811 1820
18:H, 1848. ant! lR67. Five of the mcmbers of this ch~rch h~ve b~en M~dera~
tor_'of tho A.sociation, viz: Wm. Oave, in 1788; Joseph Reding, in 1806;
Robt. fohns~n, from 1807 to 1812, both inclusive; Wm. Suggett, from 1830 to
1841, mcluslve! cxc~pt 1~32 of which there is no record; Rnd Y. R. Pitts, from
1856 ~o .1859, mcluslve; In all, 20 years out of 90 years of the existence of the
ASSOCIatIOn. The names of thc Deacons of the church. so far as recorded are as
follows:
"

P:5d

Nam~
Wk A
John
S
tt
en 'PP·
Nam..
Wk ... App.
Wm s~gge ................... June, 1801.
Simeon Branham ...... November, 1835.
Joh~ C ortrldge .............. June, 1801.
Beverly Branham ..... December, 1841.
Wm s~gwell ................. June, 1811.
J. H. Thomson ......... Decembp.r, 1856.
· . Tr
Iggett· ................ June ' 1811 .
P .B. Hudson ........ ......... . Mav
S Imeon
J' 1858•
Gabriel B
···August, 1828.
W. H. McDonald •.•..... August, 1860.
Asa Pa n' ong........... August,1828.
Bennett Branham......... August, 1860.
N' h Y e· .... ··· .......... August 182t'1
Lewis Nuckols
J I 1872
IC olas Long ......... November' 1835'
G T Lon
................ Jul y ' 18"2'
We 'Ifill 1
•
'
•
"
g ..................... u y,
,.
There is a l' lOW notice the officers of thc church-Moderators and Clerks.
'first meeting e~&~ ~~ one of .the.church books that in June, 1'185, evidently the
After thili it seems t
orga;lzatlOn, James Suggett, Sr., was chosen Moderator.
,
, 0 ave een the custom of the church that the pastor, or in

L.. ·· .. ·.. ·..

t
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his absence, somc broth!!r, pl'O tern., should act as Moderator, until the year 1828 ;
'and many times since thllt the .same thing hils been done. But in 1828 Wm.
Suggett lind John T. Johnson were elected joint Moderators. Wm. SuggetL
continued as Moderatol' until his dellt.hj and many years before that event he
was unllble to attend church meeting on account of sickness, which made it
necessary to hllve It regular elected Moderator l,ro tem. ThiR will explain why
some of the list are mm'ked "jJl''' te1ll ,. The following is the list of regularly
elected lloderators:
Names.

When Elected,

Namel.

When Elect.d.

Namu.

When Elect.d.

Namu.

Wh.,. El.cted.

James Hugget, Sr .. , ......... J une, 1785.
Wm. McDonllld(l'l'o t~m.),Nov .. 1865.
Wm. Suggett .............. March, 1828.
C. Lewis.................... January, 1867.
John T. Johnson ........... Mnrch, 1828.
S. P. Hoglln ............ September, 1870.
J no. Brashears (pro tem.), Jan., 1846.
N. Long..........................July, 1871.
A. M. ,ijradlp.\· (p,·o tcm.), Feb., 1850.
)1. N. Peak ............ September, 1873.
B. Branham (1")'0 fl'n~.) ....... JlIn., 1851.
N. Long wa,; the only one of the Moderators mentioned above, who died
while in office, of whom some notice has not been made. He was born in 1799.
and was reared in this community ;-made It profession of religion and united
with the church at Great Crossings, in April or l'Iay, 1828, and was messenger
elect Itt the time of his death; and during thefe :17 y~rs, he WIlS messenger 32
times, the church having failed to send him only r; times, viz: 111 1838, 1839,
1840, 1842, 1852. He WIIS elected deacon in November, 1838, and Moderator ill
JuIY ....1 871 , and tilled both offices at the time of his death. He was quiet and
modest in his manner, but always firm and faithful in the dischllrge of his duty.
He never missed Ilttending his ('hurch meeting unless providentially hindered.
He now rests with the many faithful ones who preceded him. Preyious to the
year ,1800, it appears to hllve been the custom of the church to have no regular
Clerk, but, for whoeyer acted as Moderator to keep a record of the meeting.
From the year 1800 to the present time the Clerks have been regulllrly elected.
and the list is as follows i
James .Johnson ............ Oetober, 1800.
John T. Johnson ......... October, 1825.
B. S. Chambers ............. March, L827.
Asa Payne ................... March, 1831.
A. Johoson ................... April, 1832.
Asa Smith ............ : ........ April, 1835.
Y. R. Pitts .................. October, 1836.

Wm. H . .M:artin ............... .M.ay,
Richard (~uinn ................ J1,Ily,
Asa Payne .............. September,
Richard T. Branham ........ Scpt.,
Bennett Branham ............ June,
John W. Bradley, Jr....... April,
John N. Bradley ......... October,

1840.
1843.
1844.
1845.
1853.
1861.
1865.

We have thus 1'111' noticed nnl)' the men of the church, except the names
and dates of members joining. Shall we pass over in silence the sisters of the
church, who hllve always helped us with their presence, their words of enconragement and -their prayers. Though their \'oices have not been heard i! !'he
councils of the church, the ~i1ent influence of their christian lives have o.one a
great deal more than mere words. The men ()f this church haye owed more
of what they have been and what they have done to blessed christian mothers,
than t.o any other influence besides t'he grace of God. Tho~e mothflrs in Israel,
by their prayers and active co-operation, supported and strengthened their
fathers, their husbands, their brothers, and their sons. while standing upvalinntly
fur the cross. Their names are not frequently mentioned on thc church books,
and the names of many may have have been forgotten i but they have been
enrolled in the Saints' Book of Life, and the blessed Jesus has not forgotten
them; "They rest from their labors, and their works do follow them."
We will' now sum up the results of this research. The church was eonstituted
ninety years ago, the 28th and 29t.h of last Mlty. Its first pastor, Elijah
Craig, WIIS twice imprisoned in Virginia for preaching the gospel i once in Culpepper, and once in Orange. After (Jraig, t.he church has, enjoyed the preaching of Joseph Reding, James Suggett, Silas M. Noel, Thos. Henderson, A. M.

