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.1 am to· give, as far a3 the time admits, an
answer to the question, "How maya man know
that he is called t3 the mission field?" Many
men al e considering the foreign mission work,
and what I say will particularly apply to that
work, though the principles are the same in
every· department of. the work of the ministry.
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First of all, we must lay down cert<lin as·
sumrtions or things taken for granted as the
basis of all that is said. There are four of
thkse assumptions.
1. We as.;;ume that .the field Is. the world.
This is Christ's own word regarding the matter.
We cannot limit the pre'lching of the Gospel
to anyone spot in the inhabited part of the
wOlld .. The whole world is the field.
2. The second assumption is that God loves·
all parts of the world e:}ually. I do not, of
course, mean that the Chri3tianized portion
of it does not please Him more than the un·
ChI istian part. But it is unquestionably true
that the whole earth is dear to the heart of
Christ. If we may so put it, the world rot'ltes
on its axis inside the heart of Jesus. There
i3 no foreign field to Him.
3. The third assumption is that God wants
the world evangelized as quickly as possible.
He dces not want the work done in a slighted
manner, nor dOfS He want us to enter upon
the work prematurely from the point of view
of our own preparatbn for it. He wants well·
tr~in€d men to do this work.
But making
all:Jwance for all this, ceo tainly we may a,sume
that He wants the world evangelized fully at
the ealliest possible moment.
4. The fourt, assumption is that the preacher
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is under orders. He does not decide on his
field of labor for himself. He holds himself
in readine3s to obey the mandate of Christ.
It is vain to attempt to instruct a man on how
to find a field of activity in the ministry unless
his will is submissive to Christ's will. We
must, therefore, aS3Ume at the outset that the
preacher's mind is obedient to Christ.
We have, then, on one side God seeking to
dispose the forces. He is thp. great strategist
who looks abroad over the field. He appoints
the workers to the varions parts of the field.
On the other side we have the preacher seeking
to know God's will. Now this latter fa~t that
the preacher is seeking to lmow God's will
implies three things regarding the preacher.
1. First, it implies that the preacher faces
the whole question. He does not exclude any
part of the field from his view as a possible
field for him. He does not exclude from his
thought China, or Japan, or Africa, or Brazil,
or India, or any other part of the mission
field. His mind is open to those regions as
wide as it is to the regions at home.
2. The second thing that is implied is that
he is actively concerned to know God's will.
He is not merely waiting to be shoved into the
work. Conscripts are not wanted. He seeks
to find out God's will for him. His mind is
in a state of activity. He is not waiting for
some extraordinary manifestation, but he ap·
preeiates the im]lortance of the question, and
is earnestly seeking to ascertain the mind of
the Spirit.
3. It is also implied that he is genuinely
willing and ready to obey orders to go anywhere. Sometimes the struggle is over this
point. rather than the question of actually
going to a foreign field. Some men are disobedient in spirit, and when' they face the
world field shrink from a complete surrender
to go any where. When they make the com·
plete surrender they often find that God's will
for them is to remain at home. It is of
supreme Importance that there be in thl!

preacher's heart and life no unwillingness, but
that he be entirely ready at any time to do
all of God's will,
HOW GOD'S WILL IS MADE KSOW~.

We come, then, to the question, "How is
God's will made known?" and the answer is
as follows:
1. Through the man's faith, plus his fitness,
plus his common sense. Fitness for the work,
of course, enters into the question of a man's
duty-physical fitness, mental fitness, and
spiritual fitness. Many men imagine that they
are unfit, however, when they are not. Reasonably good health, good common sense, tact in
dealing with other people, perseverance and
patience-these are qualities which enter into
fitness for the work. Spiritual fitness, of
course, we mnst take for granted-that a man
loves the Master and loves souls for whom He
died. In short, the every-day qualities which
make a man successful at home are the qualities which enable him to do successful missionary work. The mission field needs the
best men, just as the home field needs the
best men, and the qualifications for one are,
in most respects, the same as for the other.
2. God's will is also made known, in the
second place, through the relative needs of
the various parts of the field and the distribution of forces. It is n3.tural to suppose that
God wants men where men are scarce. He
wants workers where the harvest is white
and the laborers are few. He wants the reseuing party to give attention to the point
where the wreck is taking place. There are
other things to be taken into account, of
('ourse, besides tbe distribution of forces, but
surely this is one of the important factors in
a man's consideration of this subject.
3. God shows us also through the Providential guidance of outward events and the
opinions of the brethren. Sometimes events
occur in ollr lives which hinder ollr going to
the foreign field, which practically make it
imperative that we stay at home. In other

instances God opens the door to liS and shows
us clearly by events that this is His~wi1I. The
wise man will usually consult wise brethren'
on this subject of duty as to mission work.
Frequently the opinion of others about us is
better than our own opinion of ourselves. He
is a wise man who knows how to consult wise
men and who is wise enough to learn from
the opinions of the wise.
4. In the early stages of inquiry upon thi~
matter frequently all the preacher can do is
to maint'lin an wttitude of alert readiness to
go wherever God calls. Many a student in the
Seminary OJ' young preacher elsewhere begins
to struggle with this question at an early
period in his life as a minister and doe3 not
reach a decision until his ~eminary course is
finishEd. Where the way is not perfectly clear
it is beMer for him to bide his time patiently.
but he should maintain an attitude of prayer.
inquiry, of active desire to know God's will.
Along with this he should maintain an alert
and ready attitude, ready 1:> foIlpw where G:Jd
leads, quirk to respond. Frequently this is as
far as one can go at first. You may be compelled to defer your final decision for a year
OJ' two, or evell longer.
This, however, is not.
neres,ary .il all cases. Sometime3 God makes
the way perfectly clear at once, a man settles
:Gwn into a fixed conviction, and has peace
and joy in the Lord.
5. If the above attitude is maintained, in
due time a conviction be~omes fixed and
definite, and duty becomes clear. A man may
depend upon that if he is sincerely desirous
of knowing the will of Christ and holds himself oren to conviction, faces the whole question, the whole field. has no mental reservation, desires above all things to do that which
will be for the glory of Christ and the salvation of the world. In due time the pathway
will become perfectly clear. The chief points
in one's attitude are sinr'erity of motive. the
obedient spirit, and the de3ire to know God's
will.

