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PREFACE • 

ivly purpose in undertaking the task of writing a 

thesis on the subject of "Southern Baptist Journalism" 

has been primarily practical. When the call of the Malter 

came I had already spent many years in the printing bus

iness and in secular newspaper work. Uy ambition was to 

be an efficient journalist. More and more the convic

tion has grown upon me that there is no more powerful 

agency in the world to-day for carrying on the work of 

the Kingdom than the press. In addi ticJn, therefore, to 

my practical ex~erience, I determined to acquaint myself 

with the histOl"y of Baptist journalism in the South as 

a fUrther preparation for usefulness and efficiency if, 

in Gad's providence and in his good time, I should be 

called upon to serve him and my denomination in the field 

of j ournali sm. 

First of all I have been concerned with learning 

the facts. Whi le I hc.;.ve 1 in,i ted myse If to th e hi story 

of journalism in the states of the Southern Baptist Con

vention, I have ~hought it quite necessary--and have assur

.dly found it pro:itable--to show the relation of printing 

to those movenjents which have resulted in the modern world, 

and to get a bird's-eye view of the genesis of journalism. 



After this I have undertaken to trace in detail the his

tory of journalistic enterprises runong Southern Baptists, 

endeavoring to show the conditions under which these enter

prises had their inception and development, the forces 

that made for success and failure, and the contribution 

of each to the life and history of the denomination. 

Outside of Cathcart's "Baptist Encyclopaedia" and 

Dr. T. T. Eaton's article on "American Baptist Newspaper 

and Periodical Press--Southern and Southwestern," in New

man's "A Century of Baptist Achievement," my sources have 

been almost exclusively the files of the papers whose his

tories are followed. References to newspaper history in 

the Baptist histories of the various states have been 

found painfully inaccurate. Often where the files happeh 

to be incomplete it has been wholly impossible to secure 

exact dates. The minutes of state conventions have fre

quently yielded valuable information, though generally 

the committees on publication do not seem to have taken 

themselves very seriously. Yet for the most part I have 

succeeded in getting the salient facts. 

Realizing that these files are inaccessible to the 

average reader, and will be beyond my reach hereafter, I 

have felt it justifiable to quote at length editorial ut

terances and lli.torical statements of unusual importance. 

In,:leed, bound lJ.p wi thin these decaying volumes are rare 



treasures of thought and history that I was forced re

luctantly to lay aside. It would be a most worthy task 

to write a history of Southern Baptists as reflected in 

these papers. 

Having secured the facts as best I could, I have 

attempted to draw from them such conclusions as seemed to 

be obvious, reasonable, and fair. That I am mistaken in 

some of these conclusions is altogether likely. My view-

point is confessedly modern, and my judgments have been 

formed accordingly. That such a viewpoint should be the 

result of unprejudiced historical study, especially when 

that study reveals the universal failure of reaction agmnst 

progress and life, seems to me not only natural but inevitable. 

I wish to acknowled«e with gratitude the many kind~ 

nesses shown me by members of the Seminary faculty, and 

also to mention the patient and cheerful assistance of the 

Assistant Librarian. Time would fail me to make mention 

of the many courteous and helpful replies to inquiries 

addressed to editors, preachers, and teachers, who have 

furni shed me wi th inv al uable info:cma tion • To each one 

I expr.3"19 my heart-felt gratitude. 

God ~rant that we may realize more and more the value 

of our denominational journals in the work of the Kingdo~J~ 

and that we may burden ourselves wi th responsi bi li ty for' ., 

their right management and support. 
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CHAPTER ONE. 

THE GENESIS OF BAPTIST JOURNALISM. 

I . 

THE ART OF PRINTING. 

"Four men, Gutenber g, Col unbus, Luther, and Co-

pernicus, stand at the dividing line of the ladd1e Ages, 

and serve as boundary stones marking the entrance of man

kind. into a higher and finer epoch of its deve10prr:ent."'" 

The effect of the thought and daring of these four men on 

the course of history is wholly inestimable. It is impos

sible to conveive of the modern world except in re1",tion 

to the influence upon its development of the practical ap

plication of the art of printing by Gutenberg, the discov

erj of Ameri ca by Columbus, the inaug uration of the Reforn

ation by Luther, and t~e opening up of a wonderful and 

revolutionary conception of the universe by Copernicus. 

As, however, one stUdies the course of events during 

t~e marvelous century which follows the invention of print

ing, and sees the mighty new world emerge from the shell of 

the old, he is forced to the conclusion 

JITHE ART PRESERVA- that the greatest contribution of the 

T IVE OF ART S. " age, the contribution that did most "to 

lift up the spirit of mankind and to 

* Ge o. ~aven Putnam, "Books and Their ?,Iakers in the :;Tiddle 
Ages," Vol. II, p. 348. 
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open for men the doors to the new realms that were in readi

ness," was made by the German printer of Mainz. The frui ts 

of every great movement from the time of Guthberg to the 

present have been conserved by the art of printing, "the 

art preservative of arts." 

The Lutheran Reformation ushered in a new period 

in history; yet the forerunner of the Reformation was the 

Renaissance. "It is impossible," says Symonds, "to exag

gerate the benefit conferred upon Europe by the Italians 

at this epoch. The culture of the classics had to be re-

PRI NT I UG AND 

THE 

RENAISSANCE. 

appropriated befo~e the movement of the 

modern mind could begin, before the 

nations could start upon a new career 

of progress; the chasm between the old 

and the new world had to be bridged 

over."* Nevertheless, as immeasurable as was the influence 

of this literary awakening, and as priceless the benefits 

of re-discovery of the classic masterpieces, the total value 

of it all would have been confined to a comparatively lim

ited scholarly circle had it not been for the invention of 

printing. 

It is a significant fact that Gutenbergts first 

book was a Latin version of the Bible. It is also a matter 

of striking significance that this book, the first success-

*Symonds, "Renaissance in Italy," pp. 15-16. 
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ful production of the new inventio~ was printed in Germany, 

the country of Martin Luther l and in a town which was 

not a university center but a commercial center l and as 

Karp points outl "was from the outset carried on l not 

by scholars, but by workers of the people, and this fact 

doubtless had an important influence in bringing the whole 

business of the pro~uction of books and the distribution 

of literature into closer relations with the mass of the 

German people than was the case in France."· 

Knowledge of the printing art quickly spread abroad, 

and in Italy and France particularly was the new means 

of reproducir~ literature pressed into service. Naturally, 

the character of books printed in these countries would 

be determined largely by the fact that the Revival of 

Learning had its inception in Italy and gained its chief 

strength in France, hence we find the first books printed 

there to be editions of the classics. 

In ~c:n:a:.y, howeverl it was qui te otherwise. The 

earlier issues of the German presses were addressed di-

rectly to the interests of the people at large, and were 

concerned very slightly with the classics. Bere l a gen

eration later, is to be the storm-center of the Reforma

tion l and l hUnanly speaking, vrlthout the printing press l 

with which the masses of the people were to be reachedl 

there could have been no Lutheran Reformation. 

* Kapp, F.,"Geschig:te des Deutschen Buch~-le...';.dels,1l cited 
by Putnam, p. 383. 
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The intense interest in literature which had been 

created by the Revival of Learning furnished a rich and 

frui tful field for the deve lopmen t of the pl. inting art, 

which otherwise would have fallen on barren ground. The 

Renaissance gave to the development of printing a great 

forward impetus and at the same time printing made of 

the Renaissance a movement of world-wide significance. 

Still another fortunate circumstc1nce in the development 

of printing is the fact that the popes of the time were 

largely men of liberal education and intellectual tastes. 

Whatever else may be said of Leo X., he was a free-thinker, 

and fostered and encouraged art and literature. The Church 

became a patron of printing, and the first Italian presses 

were supported by bishops and cardinals, especially in 

the production of edi ti c;ns of the classi cs for scholarly 

readers. 

It was a number of years before the Church began to 

realize the power of the press in the dissemination of 

heretical doctrines, but when this realization was forced 

upon it, its authority was exerted to restrict, and where 

necessary to repress, the opere.tions of dangerous printers, 

and .to bring printers and publi shers under strong ec

clesiastical supervision and censorship. How this ten

dency to dread and suppress printing grew on the part of 

the Church until it reached the bitter and violent spirit 
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60 manifest in the persecution of printers of proscribed 

booka can best be told in the story of Bible translation 

and printing, for which there is not space here. 

It would be a fruitful theme to trace the relations 

between the development of the art of printing and the 

history of the Protestant Reformation. The relations they 

bear to each other are vital. Had it not been for the 

RELATION TO 

LUTHERAN 

REFORMATION. 

printing press Luther's revolt would 

have been but a local heresy that the 

Church could have stamped out in short 

order. On the other hand, this relig-

ious movement, which gripped the hearts 

of the people with mighty force, at once pressed the new 

means of communi cation into service, and made of the toy, 

or at best the implement of exclusive scholarship, a ter

rible engine of warfare in the course of the Reformation. 

Luther's life covered the sixty-three years between 

1483 and 1546. The printing press, therefore, was about 

a third of a century old at his birth. He printed his 

fir~ book, a collection of sermons on the Ten Corr:mandments 

and the Lord's Prayer, in 1518. He seems at once to have 

:realized the ir:mense val ue of printing as an ally of 

preaching in the cause which he believed God had called 

him to champion. If the fii:~ht ctgainst Rome were to suc

ceed, he recognized that he ~t reach the masses rather 
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than the small circle of the educated. He icmediately 

began to put forth his sermons, tracts, and controversial 

pamphlets in the language of the people. The voice of 

this bold-hearted Augustinian monk, as it thundered in a 

thousand pIeces at once through the printed page, was 

the voive of the oppressed masses. The pamphlets were 

eagerly bought, and more eagerly read, till soon Germany 

was abalze with revolt against papal tyranny and abuses. 

And then, as the crowning work of his life, made possible 

alone by the prin ting press, "he completed his great ap

peal to the understanding and the moral sense of his fel

low-countrymen with the stupendous and magnificent 

achievement of the German Bible." 

Notwithstanding the censorship of the Church, and 

its vigorous efforts to suppress or regulate the press, 

printing from this time forward becomes one of the great 

factors in the life of the people. Those who have sought 

to lay hold on the mind and heart of the populace have 

hitherto depended on the spoken word; now the appeal is 

00 be made more and more through the medium of the printed 

page. Never again will a movement of any consequence, 

whether political, religious, social, or in any other in

terest, be undertaken without taking into account and 

pressing into service the power of the press. 

The English Reformation assumed an entirely differ-



7 

ent aspect from that in Germany. It had its basis, not 

in an ay:.peal to the conscience of the people, but in the 

lust and bigotry of an unscrupulous king. Indeed, Henry 

VIII. utilized the newly-discovered art of printing to 

CONTRIBUTION 

TO ENGLISH 

REFORMATION. 

publish a scurrilous and bitter attack 

on Luther, whose answer, however, 

quickly shut the mouth of the English 

king. Printing, therefore, did not be-

corne as irrmediately popular in England 

as in Germany. The books issued from the press of William 

Caxton, England's first printer, were largely literary 

and philosophical in character, and naturally did not ap

peal to so wide a reading public. The most popular of 

all Caxton's publications was Chaucer's "Canterbury Tales," 

which did more than any other one thing to coalesce the 

many dialects of England into a national language. 

From Henry's break with the pope in 1529 to the 

accession of Elizabeth the chief service of printing to 

religion was in connection wi th Bible trans1atic'D. The 

first book printed in England came from the press in 1474, 

almost a hundred years after Wycliffe's work of transla

tion. Nearly fifty years after Caxton ha.d set up his 

press in Westminster William Tyndale succeeded in issuing 

the first printed New Testament in English, published, 

however, on the Continent, whither Tyndale had been forced 



8 

to flee. Coverdale's translation l finished in October, 

15351 was also printed on the ContinentI probably be

cause of the lack of security which its promoters felt, 

and doubtless also because of the superior printing fa

cilities to be found in Germany and elsewhere. The first 

edition of this Bible was without direct royal sanction l 

but a second edition l "overseen and corrected," was pub

lished by Nycolson, a printer of Southwark, in 1537, "and 

for the first time set forth \,Ti th the king' B most gra

cious license."* From this time forward the printing of 

Bibles became a great industry in England. The demand 

for copies in the vernacular was enormous. Efforts at 

suppression during the latter periods were in vain, and 

Tyndale's ambition to "cause the boy who driveth the 

plough to know more of the Scriptures" than the priests 

of his day, was in great measure realized. The influenre 

of this widespread circulation of the English Bible, made 

possible only by the printing press, is wholly inestim

able. To the reading of the Bible, more than to all el~ , 

is due the origin of the great movement for religious 

liberty in England in which the Baptists played so noble 

a part, and without the art of printing such a movement, 

had it arisen at all, would have been doomed to failure. 

During the reign of "BlOOdy Mary" the art of print

ing deteriorated ~apidly. Mary was merciless in her 
---- ------_. __ ._--

* Westcott l "History of the English Bible l " p. 96. 
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effort. to keep the press under control, the best printer 

of her reign, John Day, having to flee to the Continent 

for safet y. 

The Elizabethan era is a splendid one in the his-

tory of printing in England. Printing now took on the 

form of a great organized business, thriving and prof

iting under the monmpoly patents granted by the queen. 

Progress was rapidly made in every branch of the art. 

Improved methods of type-casting, paper-making and book

binding were developed. Illustrations and ornaments be

came more common, and much emphasis was laid on the artist

ic. Book-selling also began at this time to assune com

mercial importance. 

During the Stuart period printing suffered a grad

ual decline, until we reach what Plomer calls "the dark

est and most wretched period in the history of English 

printing,"· from 1640 to 1700, when Civil War and _eoon

etruction brought disorganization and chaos to English 

trade. 

The work of William Caslon, whose first book appeared 

in 1722, marks an era in English printing. He was the 

greatest of English type-founders of the eighteenth cen

tury, and by his skill raised the art of printing to a 

higher level than it had reached since the days of John 

Day. Before the beginnir~ of this century the English 

• Henry R. Plomer, "History of English Printing," ~.187. 
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press had achieved its freedom, and now definitely enteeed 
\( 

upon the modern period, bringing to its aid all the great 

inventions which begin to revolutionize the world. The 

eigr.teenth oentury witnessed the transition from the medi

aeval world to the modern, and the story of this tran-

si tion in large part is the story of the triumphs of in-

vention. 

Although g~eat progress had been made in type-design

ing and casting, no important changes in the for.m or 

mechanism of the printing press had been made up to the 

year 1800, the original slow and cumbersome hand-p~ess 

PRI NT! NG AND 

THE MODERN 

WORLD. 

of the early inventors being everywhere 

in use up to this time. The first 

notable improvement was made by an 

American inventor, in 1816, by which 

much greater speed and evenness of im

pression were secured. By this time experiments with 

steam had resulted in a practical steam engine, and after 

much labor and many failures a power-press was perfected 

which, by the year 1827, was capable of printing five 

thousand copies of a single sheet per hour. 

To trace the development of printing from this point 

onward would require many volumes. The history of print

ing becomes the history of the modern world. Practically 

every great invention of t~e age has been brought to the 
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servi ce of the prin ting art. As printing has been com

mercialized and developed into a commercial enterprise 

of enormous proportions, it has been separated into three 

more or less distinct branches of buainess--newspaper 

and periodical publishingl book publishing, and commer

cial printing. To each of these three great branches of 

industry are attached scores of allied industries. Great 

type foundries furnish type and printing materials of 

wonderful beauty and accuracy; stereotyping and electro

typing form cheap and indispensable methods of printing 

from plates; photo-engraving makes the reproduction of 

pictures in print easy and inexpensive; paper_making 

from wood pulp has reduced the coat of printing-paper 

to such a degree as to make books and pr._pers wi thin the 

reach of all; mar~elously ingenious composing machines 

enable one operator to do the work of from. six to eight 

hand c~1positorsj and scarcely less wonderful printing 

presses print, fold and count from one to two hundred 

thousand copies of an eight-page paper per hour. No bet

ter conception of the gulf that separates the twentieth 

century from the eighteenth could well be obtained than 

by transporting oneself in imagination to the printing 

office of William Caslon, the master-printer of his age, 

with its hand-set pages of type "formes," printed on a 

hand-press the maximum speed of which was less than two 

hundred pages per hour; and then walking into the com-
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posing and press rooms of a metropolitan daily newspaper 

or publishing house, with its batteries of linotypes and 

perfecting presses, rattling and roaring as thousands of 

pages of printed matter are issued hourly. 

How intimately the progress of the human race is 

bound up with inventive discovery becomes more and more 

manifest as we dwell upon the significance of the facts 

presented in this brief sketch. As we note the part 

played by the printing press in the spread of the Renai&

Bance movement, in the success of the Lutheran Re forma

tion, in the gradual working out of English religious 

freedom, in the tendencies that have resulted in the 

democratized and enlightened age in which we now live, 

we are better in position to estimate the power of the 

press in our day and in the future; to realize its power 

for good and for evil; and to lay hold on i tsservice 

with fresh eagerness in the face of conditions which it 

has been BO largely instrumental in creating--conditions 

which constitute a world-wide challenge to Christianity 

and a wor~wide opportunity for Baptists. 

II. 

THE FORERUNNERS OF BAPTIST JOURNALISM. 

Even among the Romans, in the time of Julius Caesar, 
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there was iOBued what Mommsen refers to as a "Roman in

telligence sheet," that is, a brief record of the trans

actions of the Senate, called ItAct~ Senat us. n as well 

EEFORE THE 

INVENTION OF 

PRI NTI NG. 

as other matters of public interest. 

These bulletins, as we should rather 

call them, became an established fea

ture of Roman life, and were copied and 

widely circulated, both in Rome and in 

the provinces. We do not know just how long this news 

service lasted, but probably antil after the removal of 

the court to Constantinople. 

The demand for the dissemination of such intelli

gence was based on the wide-spread interest in public 

affaire which resulted from the all-embracing organiza

tion of the Roman Empire. But when this organization 

fell to pieces, and the Germanic peoples took the lead 

in the history of Europe, they were, as BUcher pOints 

out, neither fitted to maintain this news service, nor 

did they require it. 

"All through the Middle Ages the poli tical and so

cial life of men was bounded by a narrow horizon; cul

ture retired to the cloisters, and for centuries affected 

only the people of prominence. There were no trade in

terests beyond the narrow walls of their own town or 

manor to draw men together. It is only in the later cen

turies of the ML'dle Ages that extensive social contri-
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butions once more appear. It is first the Church, em

bracing wi thin her hierarchy all the c.ountries of Ger

manic and Latin civilization, next the burgher class, 

with its city confederacies and common trade interests, 

and, finally, as a counter-influence to these, the sec

ular territorial powers, who succeed in gradually real-

i zing some form of union. In the twelfth and thirteenth 

centuries we notice the first traces of organized service 

for transmission of news and letters in the messengers 

of monasteries, the universities, and the various spir-

i tual digni tariee; in the fourteenth and fifteenth cen

turies we have advancs1 to a comprehensive, almost post

like, organization of local messenger bureaux for the 

epistolary in terc ourse of traders and of muni cipal autha-r

ities. And now, for the first time, we me.et with the 

word 'Zeitung,' or newspaper. The word originally meant 

that whi ch was happening at the time (Zei t --t ime ), a 

present occurrence; then informat ion on such an event, 

a message, a repor t, news." * 
The neWS-letter, therefore, differed from the 

p~phlet as to contents in two important respects. First, 

it dealt with current events and had as its primary pur

pose the giving of information rather than the molding 

of public opinion. Second, it was issued in a continuous 

series. The first distinctively news-letter was issued 

• Bucher, "The Industrial Revol ut ion," p. 220. 
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... on the Continent of Europe, and probably in the 

Netherawhds, dated as early as 1526.* These early news

letters, however, did not circulate among the masses. 

THE 

NEWS-LETTER. 

They were prepared for a select circle 

of the upper classes, including those 

in authority in government, churchmen 

and educators, and merchants. But as 

the great middle class emerged from its long night of 

ignorance, it began to throb with interest in the wonder

ful outer world from which it had been so long shut off. 

News of every kind was eagerly sought and read. As the 

industrial revolution progressed, by which the feudal 

system was abolished and the industrial age introduced, 

political and trade news became commercially indispensabl~ 

and guilds of news-gatherers grew up. In some instances, 

especially in Germany, newspaper writing became a business 

wi th an organization that, for the existing condi tions 

of trfJ.de, is really wonderful.*. 

Thus we see as we trace the history of the begin

nings of jo~nalism that the newspaper had its origin 

in a purely commerc ial need. F~ a long time the news

paper played a very inconsiderable 

SUPPRESSION. part in religion or politics, books 

and pamphlets being used for practic

ally all literary as well as controversial purposes. 

• Ency. Brit. (New Edition) Vol. XIX, Art."Newspapere." 
• * BUcher, "The Industrial Revolu ti on," p. 227. 
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Not until the time of Swift, Defoe, Bolingbroke, and 

Pulteney was the newspaper used as an instrument in 

political and religious strife (1704-1740). The struggle 

in England for freedom of speech and for the press was 

a long and bitter one. Time and again the press was sup

pressed, only to be revived in the face of fine, imprison

mer.t and pillory. Even long after the accession of Wil

liam and Mary in 1689 and the granting of religious lib

erty consequent, obstructive measures of taxation and 

imprisonment were enacted and enforced for the suppres

sion of the press. Indeed, not until 1865 was the stamp 

tax finally abolished. 

The attitude of the English Government toward a free 

press, particularly in the period of religious dissent, 
f 

reflects wi th much accurCJ.cy its atti tude toward the Bap

tists in their strug gles for freedom. A stri ct censor

ship of the press forestalled any 

THE RELIGIOUS 

TRACT. 

thought of its use on the part of 

dissenters, though we find the germ 

of the modern religious press in the 

tracts which were published and distributed to such ex-

tent as was possible in the face of these adverse con

ditions. 

The purpose of these tracts was, in the main, two

fold: First, to furnish accurate information as to the 
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principles for which the Baptists stood; and~ second~ to 

defend these principles from attack and proclaim their 

scriptural justification. In these tracts~ wri tten by 

Smyth, Helwys, Busher, Grantham, and others~ we have 

exemplified that which is to be one of the chief funotiQnI 

of the Baptist journal of the modern period--the propa

gation and defense of Baptist truth. 

However, notwithstanding that periodical publica

ticns had been developed to a point of great political 

a.TJ.d oOt':mercial importance by the mi -dle of the eighteenth 

century, it was not until near the beginning of the 

nineteenth century that anything resembling religious 

journalism was undertaken. Ho doubt the chief reason 

for this in England was the low estate of religion gener

ally, both in the Church of England, and among non-con

formists; and, too, religion and politics were still so 

inseparably bound up that the discussion of one in-

cluded the other. In America the mighty problem of 

grappling with the wild forces of nature was. complicated 

by war with the Indians, with France~ with the mother 

country itself, and then, in addition to all of this, by 

the gigantic task of organizing a republican government. 

The first effOrt·e at Baptist journalism were begun 

in England in the dLrk period of the eigt:teenth century, 

when "Antinomianism and hyper-Calvinism struck the 

churohes wi th a blight that was fatal not only to thei r 
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growth, but often to their existence ••.. All England was 

in a state of religious stagnation. Worldliness charac

terized the ohurch, and infidelity was rampant. The 

Stuart period was bearing its natural fruit, and the 

Baptists went down with the rest •••• Yet, even then there 
• 

were found among them men of conseoration, learning and 

zeal." • 

Among the foremost of these worthy men was John 

Rippon (1755-1836), who succeeded the noted Dr. Gill as 

pastor at Carter Lane. In 1790 he undertook the task of 

publishing "The Baptist Annual "Register, Including 

RIPPON'S 

REGISTER. 

Sketches of the State of Religion 

Among Different Denominations at Home 

and Abroad." Had Dr. Rippon lived in 

later times he would doubtless have 

became a great editor. He had the instinct of a born 

journalist, as is evidenced by the catholicity of his 

interests and his genius as a news-gatherer, as well as 

by his love for truth and for the Master's kingdom. The 

front page of the first vo1une bears the appropriate 

verses: 

"From east to west, from no%th to south, 
Now be Hi s name ador' d ~ 

Europe, with all thy millions, shout 
Hosannahs to thy Lord~ 

• Arn:i tage, "Hi story 0 f the Bapti sts," pp. 559 -56 O. 
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"Asia and Africa" resound 
From shore to shore His fame; 

And thou" America" in songs" 
Redeeming love proclaim." 

The undertaking is dedicated "To all the Baptized 

Ministers and People in America" England" Ireland" Scot

land, Wales, The United Netherlands" France" Switzerland" .. 
Poland, Prussia, Russia" and Elsewhere •..• wi th a desire 

of promoting an universal interchange of kind o:fices 

among them, and in serious expectation that before many 

years elapse (in imitation of other wise men) a deputa

tion'of all these climes will meet probacly in London" 

to consult the ecclesiastical 600d of the whole" which 

ia now first of all submitted to thatr superior wisdom 

by the unworthiest of all their brethren, 

"The Author." 

Dr. Rippon, in the preface to the first volume" sets 

forth some of the fundamental principles for which Bap

tists have uniformly stood" and calls attention in pa

thetic words to their persecutions and sufferings. He 

then deplores the fact that their confidence in the final 

victory of the truth has led to neglect of aggressive 

measures "which piety would have sanctioned and which 

prudence demands." The Baptists" he says, "have not beE!l, 

at all times, suffiCiently acquainted wi th their own 

hiBtory--a history which demonstrates them to have been 

a body of the worthiest of men and of the best of ci ti-
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zens." Some few efforts have been made at preserving 

historical records, but for the most part "the many have 

been chargeable wi th such a negleot of their ohuroh 

history as will be for a lamentation among the wisest 

and best men in our posterity, through all thei r gener

ations to the very end of time." He oi tes the faot that 

the followers of Wesley, the Moravi ans, and even the 

Quakers "cherish an universal acquaintance among them

selves. But,11 he continues, "we spend half a oentury 

and know not in Devonshire a single circumstance of the 

churches in Lanoashire, nor in Somerset of anything that 

passes among our oonnections in Yorkshire," to say 

nothing of brethren in Ameri ca and elsewhere. 

The writer then sets forth in ten artioles what 

he proposes to include in the contents of the Register. 

klong these are: A copper-plate engraving of some emi

nent Baptist each year; an account of the origin and 

design of the Baptist associations with a brief history 

of each from the year 1644; each year a corrected li st 

of the Partd:cular Baptist churches in England and Wales; 

extracts from the Irish and American association letter,; 

biographical and historical sketohes; "miscellanies, 

viz, extraQts from scarce books and expensive publica

tions, which relate to the Baptist interests." The 

periodical is to consist of not more than two parts in 
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a year, unless in extraordinary cases. Later we find the 

statement that circumstances make necessary the issuance 

of the Register much more frequently than semi-annually, 

though whether it was issued monthly as Dr. Armitage 

states does not appear. 

The Register continued in existence until 1802, 

faithfully adhering to the original design of its foundS; 

and containing more and more of foreign news. A notable 

feature of some of the later issues is the publication 

of letters from foreign missionaries, including a number 

of communications of absorbing interest from William 

Carey. 



CHAPTER TWO. 

THE PERIOD OF BEGINNINGS IN A:v1ERICA. 

The Baptist Annual Register ceased to be issued 

in the year 1802. In 1801 Rev. Henry Holcombe of 

Georgia began the publication of The Analytical Repos

itory, the first Baptist periodiaal published in America. 

The Repository, however, dealt but slightly with matters 

of current interest, being a sort of miscellany. It was 

discontinued the following year for lack of support. 

In 1803 The l.Iassachusetts Baptist Missionary Maga

zine was begun, the first number being issued in Sep

tember. It was printe:l in pamphlet form, "Published 

for the Benefit of t he Society, n as the front page st atea, 

to be "Issued Quarterly J Each Number to Contain Thirty-

hlo Pages." 

TnE MASS. 

BAPTIST rUS-

GIONARY 

:lAGAZlNE • 

For the first fourteen years of its exist

ence it was edited by Dr. Thomas Bald-

win, pastor of the Second church, Bos

ton, and "one of the most eminent Bap

tist ministers of the time."· The 

avowed purpose of the magazine is to 

promote the cause of missions, though 

in the extant files of those first fourteen years there 

are to be found interesting news-n9tes, biographi cal 
---------

• Newman, "A Hist.of the Bapt.Churches in the U.S." p. 384. 
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sketches, articles bearing on questions of local interest, 

defenses of the Baptist posi tion, pleas for better educa

tional advantages for Baptist ministers, arguments in sup

port of a paid ministry, etc. The edi torials are fresh 

and vigorous, and the communi cations for the most part 

well written and timely. Extracts from letters of William 

Cuey and other missionaries are reproduced, together 

with miasionarJ argument and appeals that would do credit 

to a modern missionary journal; for example, "The Import

ance and Advantages of Missionary Effort," Vol. IV, No. 

2, p. 35. 

Dr. Uewman points out that it would be a mistake to 

suppose that the Baptists of America were first brough t 

to recognize their obligation to foreign missionary en

terprise by the conversion of Judson and Rice, * yet this 

event unquestionably marka an epoch in American Baptist 

history. From this time onward there 

THE is to be a vigorous, definite mission-

MISSIONARY ary movement, and missions, the supreme 

AWAKENING. religi'JUB motive of progress, is to call 

forth the dormant strength of the Bap

tists along every line of denominational activity. The 

work of local evangelization and the struggle for 

freedom might possibly be carried on with some degree 

o~ success wi thout interdependence and uni ted denomina-

* Newman, "A Riat.of the Bapt.Churches in the TT.S." p.385. 
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tional cooperation; but the huge task of world evangeli

zation, with all that this mighty undertaking implies, 

calla for, indeed, absolutely demands a measure of unity 

in thought and purpose that is simply impossible under a 

condi tion of isolated independence. 

How to unite the Baptists of America, scattered as 

they were, and cut off from each other by the barriers 

of an undeveloped land, was the problem of these early 

advocates of missions. One answer to the question was 

the denominational journal. The Triennial Convention 

was organized in Philadelphia in May, 1814, and three 

years later '!he Massachusetts Baptist Missionary Maga

zine was adopted as its official organ, the name being 

changed to The American Baptist Magazine. It was is

sued once every two months until 1825, when it became a 

monthly. 

As we have seen in the preceding chapter~ it was in 

1816 that the first noteworthy improvement in the print

ing press was made. By 1827 a successful power-press 

had been invented, and newspapers and periodicals of 

every sort began to multiply rapidly. 

THE NEW ERA A great era of national development 

IN AMERICA. was begun in the United States. Rail-

roads were built, cities sprang up, 

fam lands were cleared for cultivation, a great tide of 
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immigration set in J and pioneers undertook the settle

ment of the South and West. It was a time of great po

litical atorm and stressJ when the organization of the 

great political parties of the United States was being 

effectedJ and there sprang up everywhere daily and week

ly newspapersJ flooded wi th poli ti oal oontroversy. The 

age of the press was being ushered inJ and of course 

men whose chief interest was in religion were not slow 

to di Beover the power of j ournali sm in the spread of re

ligious intelligence and the propagation of religic.'us 

opinions. 

The Congregationalists were foremost in the issuance 

of a weekly religious paper J The Recorder of Boston mak

ing its appearance in 1816. Three years later The Chris

tian Watebman was started, Ita weekly religious paper ••• 

THE CHRISTIAN 

WATCHMAN. 

intended to be an organ of the Bap-

tist denominationJ setting forth and 

vindioating, in a kind, Christian spir

itJ the peouliar tenets and practioes 

of the Baptist churches in this country."· 

The Watchman was devoted primarily to the cause at 

home; The Baptist Missicnary Magazine was not very wide

ly read, being rather too expensive to be popular. Thus 

the press was not being used effectively in the inter

eat of missions. Luther Rice reached Amerioa in 1813, 

• Cathcart, "Baptist Encyclopaedia," Vol. II, p. 1216. 
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returning for the purpose of securing the assistanoe and 

support of the Baptists of his native land in the pros

eaution of the missicnary work that he and Adoniram 

Judson had begun in Burmah. He was quick to reoogniae 

the possibilities of the printed page, and as early as 

1816 "suggested the plan of issuing under the patronage 

THE LATTER

DAY LmUNARY. 

of the Board a quarterly publioation, 

the objeot of whioh should be to dif

fuse information on the sUbject of 

missions."· A letter dated October 

24, 1817, states that the plan of this quarterly pub

lication had suooeeded, and Taylor eays that the peri

odical was "ably conduoted and greatly promotive of the 

important object for which it was originated."·· It 

was styled The Latter-Day Luminary, and was published 

in Philadelphia by "a oommittee of the Baptist Board of 

Foreign laesione for the United States. Price $3.00 .. " 

It was issued quarterly until 1821, when it was ~~ane

ferred to Washington, and issued monthly. Up to this 

time Dr. Staughton seoms to have done most of the edi

torial work, with Rice's assistance as field editor. 

Volume VI, 1825, bears the name of O.B.Brown, pastor of 

the First Baptist church of Washington, as editor. The 

Luminary continued until 1826, when Rioe was removed 

-------------
* Tay1or,"Memoir of Rev. Luther Rice," p. 177. 
**Ibid, pp. 177-8. 
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from the agency of the BoardJ and the Board moved to 

Boston. * 
In JanuarYJ l822J appeared the first issue of The 

Columbian StarJ a weekly religious newspaperJ published 

at Waahington J D. C. J originated by Mr. Rice, and under 

the edi torial management of Rev. James D. Knowles. From 

the first the interests of missions were given a large 

THE CO LUMBI An 

STAR • 

place in its columns. The cause of 

Baptist education was pressed with 

great vigorJ and particularly were 

kept in the foreground the interests 

of Coltnnbian College, for the success of which l;lr.Rice 

was so greatly burdened. Space is g.iven to the news of 

the daYJ both as to current events, national and for

eign, and as to events of interest in the denomination. 

B8..ptist principles are asserted and defended; co:;-:·~i

cations from correspondents are printed; and much space 

is given to historical writings. Though there was 

change of editorship from time to time, the influence of 

Luther Rice was dominant throughout the paper's career J 

and gave to it prestige and authority. The story of 

the struggle of this brave-hearted hero to make of Co

lumbian College a national Baptist institution need not 

be told here; lack of funds forced The Star into other 

* I am indebted to Dr. E.B.Pollard for the above inform
ation, there being no files of The Luminary in the 
library of the S.B.T.S. 
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hands, and in 1828 it was removed to Philadelphia, publish

ed there until 1833 as The Columbian Star and Christian 

Index, and then removed to Atlanta, Georgia, where it 

continued to be published as The Christian Index. 



CHAPTER THREE. 

EXPANSION AND CONTROVERSY. 

Much· of Rice I s time was spent in the South during 

the most arduous years of his missionary labors. His 

latter years were almost wholly spent in the South. No-

where was his influence so powerfully felt as in the 

Southern States. The responsive Southern heart warmed 

to the eloquent pleading and unselfish labors of this 

apostle of progress) and soon he had won many adherents 

THE MISSION

ARY MOVEMENT. 

to the cause of missions and education. 

But Rice was far in advance of the 

great body of his people) and in the 

measure that he became successful there 

grew up a spirit of opposition that soon gathered tre-

mendous force) engendering the bitterest of feelings) 

and disrupting churches throughout the land. 

The seed sown) however) had fallen on good soil. 

Slowly but surely the advocates and suppotrters of the 

doctrines for which Rice gave himself so unstintedly 

began to grow in power and influence. The feeling 

took possession of many of the thinking men of the de

nomination that it was time for Baptists "to come in) 

come up, and come out#" They saw) as Rice saw, that 
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disorganization and disunity have no virtues in them-

selves, and that there could be interdependence of the 

most helpful sort among loch.lly independent bodies. But 

these men of wider vision J as Dr. Pollard shows, con

fronted "that keen suspicion J if not morbid fear J which 

Baptists have always shown towards centralization. Would 

not associations and conventions simply end in the com

plete destruction of the local independency of the 

churches? Is not cooperation just another name for cen

tralization and tyranny? Besides, had Baptists not seen 

enough already, in the established churches, of the cor

ruption of a hireling ministry; and would not the col

leotion of money to support foreign missionaries be a 

long step on the road to apostasy? Why forge new in

st~uments of torture against which the fathers fought? 

Or why go along this new Appian Way to Rome?"· Thus 

many sincere men were led to reason, and in thi slight 

to view the new movement. 

From a weak and inconsiderable folk at the begin

ning of the Rev~tionary War, the Baptists had grown to 

be a great host, and during the period of revivalism, in 

the earlier years of the nineteenth century, when this 

country was swept by the most remarkable series of re

vivals of religion in our history, the Baptists of the 

South experienced ingatherings into their ranks that 

• Review and Expositor, "Luther Rice in A.vnerican His
tory," October, 1913, p. 519. 
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made of them a body to be reckoned with. The problem 

that confronted the real leaders of this heterogeneous 

and unwieldly mass was its organization and direction 

for united and effective service in the Kingdom of God, 

on distinctive Baptist principles, avoiding on the one 

hand narro~mess and ineffectiveness, and on the other, 

loss, through ultra-liberality, of those principles 

which Baptists have ever held most dear. 

Just at the time, then, when Rice, Judson, Staugh

ton, Peck, Mercer, Johnson" Holcombe, Brantly, Sher

wood" Ripley" Marshall, Sanders" and a few other such 

men of Kingdom consciousness, were trying to uni fy Bap

tist forces and lead the denomination out of a corner" 

the reactionary forces began to bestir themselves" and 

to strike with the vigor of desperation 

OPPOSITION. at these organized forms of activity, 

all of which they styled "human in

sti tutions," "wi thout foundation in the Scriptures as 

institutions of God." 

In response to the impulse given to missionary ac

tivity by the conversion of Judson and Rice" the Tri

ennial Convention had been or3:anized, as we have seen" 

in 1814. So vigorously was its task prosecuted" and so 

great did the stimulus to denominational life prove" th~ 

soon the subject of state organization began to be dis-
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cussed, and in 1821, under the influence of Richard Fur

man, the South Carol ina Bapt i at State Conven t ion was 

org ani zed. "The Grand Obj ects," as st a ted in the con

uti tution, are to be "the promotion of evange lical and 

useful knowledge by means of religious education; the 

support of missicnary servi ce among the dest it ute; and 

the cultivation of measures promotive of the true inter

ests of the churches of Christ in general, end of their 

union, love and harmony in particular .". Only three of 

the seven associations of the state were represented in 

the convention. Georgia followed the example of South 

Carolina one year later. lIovements were begun in almost 

all the other states looking toward similar organization. 

The anti~issionary forces now began to strike, 

and the period of controversy was on in earnest. The ad

vocates of missions and organization were frequently a 

minori ty, but planting themselves firmly on the Scrip -

"THE GREAT 

SPLIT. " 

tures and human need they went stead

ily forward in the enunciation of 

their principles. As the intensity 

of feeling increased the t\ro factions 

became more and more widely separated. Many churches 

were split asunder, and the progress of the denomina-

t ion retarded for years in many communi ties. But the 

- - ---- ---- -----
* Newman, "A Hist.of the Bapt.Churches in the TI.S." p.403. 
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fight of the anti-missionary forces was inevitably a 

losing one l and gradually we see them dwindling in 

numbers and influence l as the progressive party takes 

the field. The "great split II came in t he years from 

1836 to 18381 when it became impossible for these two 

members of the Baptist family to live together. As 

Dr. Riley observes: "This cleavage was most fortunate. 

The separation was the dawn of a be~ter day to the mis

sionary Baptists churches of the South. The difference 

between the histories of the two branches of the Baptist 

families is most instructive. The one has grown with 

enlightenment and developement l has founded and main

tained its schools of learning, has established a most 

reputable denominati:mal press l has pyoduced a type of 

scholarship which is equal to that of the most advanced l 

has planted its churches in the most cormnanding centers, 

and has sent its misE3ionaries to the farthest regions 

of the globe. The other has steadily kept itself in 

the remote rural regions, beyond the confines of enligh~

~nment and progress." * 
State organization went steadily fOI'1lard in tt.is 

period, despite almost frantic· opposition in some qU£.r

terse Following the exarrple of the two states already 

mentioned, Virginia and Alabama organized conventions 

in 1823; North Carolina in ~830; Kentucky in 1832; Ten-

*B. F .Hiley, "A History of the Baptists of the So. States 
E. eft he :.1 i 8 S • ," p. 173. 
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nessee in 1833; Maryland and Missouri in 1836; Missis

sippi in 1839. Thus we see that ten of the fourteen 

states which were later to form the 

STATE Southern Baptist Convention had 

ORGANIZATION. perfected state organizations by the 

time of the withdrawal of the anti

missionary forces from the missionary Baptist ranks-- a 

clear indication of the assured victory of the latter. 

In order to a full understanding of the conditions 

which arose during these troublous years, from 1820 to 

1845, when Baptist journalism put off its swaddling 

clothes and came into the arena as a force both for good 

and evil, it is necessary to refer briefly to the Camp-

ALEXANDER 

CAMPBELL AND 

bellite heresy, which added its burden 

of confusion and bitterness to the 

already heavy load. It will be impos-

HIS "REFORMATION'.' sible and unnecessary here to go into 

any discussion either of the history 

or of the doctrines of Alexander Campbell and his fol

lowers. Yet, few things have affected Southern Baptist 

history more profoundly than this heresy, and nothing 

so absorbed the attention of writers for the Baptist 

pre 86 of the South as effort s to combat the views of Mr. 

Chmpbell and the IICampbellit~s," as they were opprobiously 

tenned. 
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The conditions which have been referred to as fav

oring the controversy over missionsJ educationJ and or

ganization were likewise highly favorable to the rise 

and progress of the movement begun by Campbell. The 

same conditions of illiteraqyJ which made for intense 

prejudice J and which J when controlledJ found expression 

in extremes of enthusias~ as well as the prevalence of 

hyper-Calvinistic or antinomian views among the Baptist 

preachersJ were all favoring factors which Mr. Campbell 

was quick to utilize. 

Alexander Campbsll was baptized in 1812J and soon 

thereafter his church was admitted into the Redstone 

Association on somewhat doubtful terms. From the first 

there was opposition to his views, and in 1823 Mr. 

Campbell and thirty others secured letters of dismission 

from the Brush Run church and formed a church in Willis

burg, Ohio, becoming members of the Mahoning Associa

tion in September, 1824. At this juncture Campbell 

flashes into prominence as the central figure of a 

"reformation," "to restore the ancient Gospel, long 

since buried beneath human traditions; and his unrelent

ing and merciless warfare against the clergy, including 

the Baptist, Methodist J and Presbyterian ministry; his 

pronounced opposition to missionary societies and to all 

so-called human institutions for the propagation of the 
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Gospel; his repudiation of creeds and his insistence 

on limiting doctrinal statements to the language of 

Scripture; his repudiation of the requirement of the 

relation of one's Christian experience before baptism, 

which prevailed in Baptist churches, and which was in 

some respects open to criticism, and his substitution 

therefor of a simple acknowledgement of belief that 

Jesus is the son of God as the prerequisite to baptism 

for the remission of sins--these and other features of 

his system proved highly popular, and there were few 

Baptist churches in the regions traversed by Campbell 

and his followers that were not more or less affected 

by his views."* 

The inevitable crisis came in 1826 and 1827, ?men 

action began to be taken by various associations ex-

eluding these "Reformers" from their fellowship. But 

the infection had spread like wild-fire, and so numer

ous did the followers of Campbell become that they be-

gan to take on all the characteristics of a denomination. 

With a zeal worthy of a better cause these "Disciples" 

invaded the ranks of Baptists, J,lethodists, and Presby

terians alike, though the Baptists were the heaviest 

sufferers. "For a time," says Dr. Riley, "it seemed 

that it would overwhelm every other denomination."** 

No wonder Baptists became ararmed; no wonder they 

* Newman, "A Hiat .of the Bapt .Churches in the U.S." 
pp.489-g0. 

** Hiley, "History of Baptists in So. States," p.176. 
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"contended earnestly for the faith," with an energy that 

was oftentimes more warlike than Christian. 

It was in the midst of such conditions as these 

that Southern Baptist journalism grew up. The only Bap

tist publication of importance by 1822 that reached the 

South was Rice's Columbian Star, a paper conducted on 

a high plane, and devoted chiefl y to the interest, of 

missions and Columbian College. In 1823 Mr. Campbell 

THE CHRISTIAN 

BAPTIST. 

began the publication of The Chris-

tian Baptist, a newspaper whose sole 

object, according to Dr. Vedder, was 

avowed to be "the evictidh of truth, 

and the exposure of error in doctrine and practice."· 

"No polemic literature," continues Dr. Vedder, "in this 

country, has surpassed, if it has equalled, the issues 

of The Christian Baptist in sarcasm, bi tterness, and un

relenting severity of attack upon the chief existing 

religious insti tutions and methods." The Christian 

Baptist was a small monthly, published in "Buffaloe 

(Bethany), Brooke County, Va.," and continued in exist

ence until 1830. By this time the break between Camp-

0011 and the Baptists had o~come so pronounced that he 

determined to change the name of his paper, and increase 

its scope. "I have commenced," he says, "a new work, 

and taken a new name for it on various accounts. Hating 

,. ;~ 

• Vedder, "History of Bapts .in Middle St£lt~:;_S 'l pp. leG, 1.&7. 
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sects and sectarian names, I resol1f~d to prevent the 

name of Christian Baptists being fixed upon UB, to do 

which efforts were making." * The "new work" was given 

the significant title, The Millennial Harbinger, and 

was considerably enls_rged. A careful reading of the 

files of these two publications has convinced the 

writer that in addition to Mr. Campbell's qualifications 

as debater and orator unquestionably he possessed a rare 

gift of expression as a writer, and a remarkable power 

as a journalist to turn everything that came to his hands 

into material that would glorifY himself, his paper, and 

his cause. 

The influence of Campbell's paper, which was widely 

circulated and read, is of far-reaching importance in 

the history of Baptist journalism in the South. Loyal 

Baptist leaders recognized the immense power wielded by 

this man through the press, and the 

THE BAPTIST 

NECESSITY. 

conclusion was forced upon them that 

they must meet his specious arguments 

and spread wholesome information among 

the people by a like medium. Furthermore, if their plans 

of organization for effectiveness in missionary and edu

cational work were not to fail, there must be organs of 

intelligence to disseminate news and propagate the prin

Ciples for which they stood. 

• The Christian Baptist, Vol. VII, No. 12. 
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The first of these efforts to found Baptist pub-

lications were failures without exception.· It would be 

tedious, and of no practical value, to give the history 

of these short-lived journals. The greater number of 

them were begun in Kentucky, and among them might be men

tione~ The Kentucky Missionary and Theological Magazine, 

issued in 1812 at Frankfort, and sus-

BEGI ~INI NGS pended during the war with Great Brit-

IN KENTUCKY. ain; its successor, The Gospel Herald, 

afterwards '!'be Bapti st Herald, and thEn 

The Baptist Chronicle, edited by Rev. Silas M. Noel, who 

seems to have thought to revive his dead enterprise each. 

time by changing its name. 

The Baptist Monitor and Political Compiler was be

gun in 1823 by Rev. Stephen Ray, but was likewise soon 

discontinued for lack of support. Probably in Novem

ber, 1825, and certainly not later than February, 1826, 

The Baptist Recorder, the successor of the Baptist Mon- \ 

itor and Political Compiler, made its appearance at 
c 

Bloomfield, Kentucky, with Spencer Cla~k and George Waller 

in control. They i);;mcdiE..tely took up the cudgel against 

Campbell, and in the issue of May, 1826, the editor of 

The Christian Baptist pays his respects to The Recorder, 

and especially to Editor Waller, in his usual forcible 

terms. The reply of Waller ~n the following issue of The 
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Recorder, is no less pointe d, personal and vigo.rous--a 

fair indication of the tenor which Baptist newspaper 

controversy is now to take. 

Dr. T. T. Eaton enumerates several papers which 

originated about this time, whose precise dates and re

lations to each other he declares he is "unable satisfac

torily to determine, viz, The Baptist Herald and George

town Literary Messenger (sic, but should be Register) 

at Georgetown; The Cross and Baptist Weekly Journal, prob

ably at New Castle; The Cross and Baptist Banner, at 

Frankfort, edited and published by Uriel B. Chambers, 

and then The Cross by the same, The Banner being laid 

aside. In 1834, however, Dr. J. S. Wilson, of Shelby-

~,ville, a leading physi ci an, revived The Bapti~t Banner J 

which continued to wave for a year, when the famous John 

L. Waller became editor, moved the paper to Louisville, 

consolidated it with The Baptist of Nashville, Tennessee, 

and The Western Pioneer of Alton, Illinois, and called 

the resultant The Baptist Banner and Western Pioneer. 

This name it bore till 1851, when it became !he West-

ern liecorder."$ As Dr. Eaton was for many years the ed

itor of The Recorder we may accept the above statements 

as authori tati ve. 

The Religious,! Herald, destined to be throughout 

its long hi story one of the at rong e at Southe rn Bapti st 
-'-~~-,---

* NeV'JIl1an, "A Century of Bapt. Achievement," p. 264. 
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journals, was established in Richmond, Virginia, Jan

uary 11, 1828, by William Sands, who continued as its 

editor until feeble health, old age and misfortunes of 

war forced his retirement. Mr. Sands was born in tIl ver-

THE RELIGIOUS 

HERALD. 

stone, Lancashire, England, about 

1793. In 1818 he i~migrated to 

America, and being a printer by trade, 

found employment for a time in Wash-

ington. Afterwards he removed to Baltimore and became 

a proof-reader in the printing house of John D. Toy. 

While here he was converted and baptized. In 1827 Mr. 

Sands took up his residence in Richmond, Virginia, com

ing upon the solicitation of Deacon William Crane to 

commence the publication of a religious journal. "On 

the 11th of January following The Religious Herald was 

first issued. Deacon Crane furnished the money, or se

cured the credit for the prosecuticn of the enterprise, 

Mr. Sands superintended the type-setting and printing, 

and Rev. H. Keeling did the duties of editor. The edi-

torial labors, after a year or two, were devolved on 

Rev. Eli Ball, who, in a short time, transferred them to 

Mr. Sands. From that period he became, and for many 

years continued to be, the sale editor of the paper. 

Theestablishment of The Herald required long years of 
. . 

tOil, self-denial and struggling. In the beginning, it 
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had but few subscribers; of these none paid in ad~ance, 

few paid punctually, according to the terms of sub

scription, and many never ptiid at all. For years, the 

paper vms sustained by the contributions of the gener

ous, who felt the need of such a vehicle of religious 

information, added to its meager income, and aided by 

the rigid economy of its conductor. While we render 

due credit to Mr. Sands for the part he took in found

ing the Herald, we should not forget to pay suitable 

tribute to Crane, for the capital which he employed or 

staked, and to Keeling and Ball for the talents and in

fl uence which they exerted in the work. II • 

The consolidation of The Baptist Banner, The Bap

tist of Tennessee, and The Western Pioneer of Illinois, 

above referred to, took place in March, 1839. John L. 

Waller, of Louisville, Kentucky, J. M. Peck, of Rock 
" 'v/ 

Spring" Indiana, and R. B. C. Howell, of Nashville, Ten-

THE BAPTIST 

BANNER AND 

WESTERN 

PIonEER. 

nessee, became joint editors of the 

combined publication. They immediate

ly announced their aim to make The 

Baptist Banner and Western Pioneer 

the greatest Baptist paper published. 

A corps of correspondents was secured, 

representing Illinois, Missouri" Mitlsissippi, Louisiana" 

Arkansas, and Texas, and the e~fort to make of the pub-

• The Religious Herc.ld" Sept. 10" 1868. 
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lication a real denominational newspaper was in large 

measure realized. William C. Buck, who since 1836 

had been pastor in Louisville, first of the First church, 

and then of East church, became editor-in-chief in 1841, 

as the successor of John L. Waller, bringing to this 

position a wealth of scholarship and good practical 

sense. Dr. Waller continued his connection as contrib

utor. Under this arrangement The Banner and Pioneer be

~ame unquestionably the strongest member of the Baptist 

press. Its circulation grew rapidly, and the signed ar

ticles of these editors and contributors carried the 

weight of authority. In connection with the publicaeion 

of the paper, there y~s carried on an extensive job 

printing and publishing business. In the flush of hope

fulness which came with the splendid outlook for such 

an undertaking, subscriptions were taken and printing 

done on credit to such an extent that the publishers 

soon found themselves seriously embarrassed for funds. 

In 1842 Howell discontinued his connection, alleging 

that increased pastoral duties prevented his further 

service. In 1843 Dr. Peck ceased to act as editor, and 

the burden of publication then fell wholly on William C. 

Buck. Though the paper passed through many vicissitudes 

and stormy and perilous seasons he managed to keep it 

alive until l2~1, when he gave up his editorial work to 
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take the position of secretary of the Bible Board of the 

Southern Baptist Convention at Nashville. 

Why did not the plan of The Banner and Pioneer, as 

outlined in the first issue of the consolidated pub

lication, succeed? No one can doubt the effectiveness 

of the paper during the first two years of its issuance. 

The answer is not to be found in the inherent weakness 

of the plan, but rather in the conditions of unrest, of 

change, and of controversy which characterized the period. 

One is made to feel ashamed of the Christianity of the 

time when in the files of the papers he reads attacks 

of such cruel bitterness made by brethren upon brethren. 

In such an atmosphere, with the missionary and the anti

missionary forces, the education and anti-education fac

tions, the Campbellites, and the lUllerites, and the 

abolitionists warring with each other and threatening, 

so many thought, the overthrow of true religion,--in 

such an atmosphere it was psychologically impossible for 

men tq trust each other. These men, though bound to

gether by many common ties, could not or would not work 

in harmony. The other reason for failure was lax busi

ness management. The perpetual problem of a newspaper 

is financial support. In order to attract t~~nt to its 

editorial and correspondence staffs, the paper must have 

a wide circulation. Increased circulation and enlarged 
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size call for an adequate printing plantl which in turn 

requires far more money for maintenace than the average 

man realizes. These men were not practical printers and 

journalists; they were preachers journalizing. Hence 

their failure to put the business of the enterprise on 

a sound basis, and hence the inevitable failure. Am 

attempt to curtail expenses by reduction of the paper in 

size and circulation simply meant to drop back to the 

old position of ineffectiveness, in a hand-to~outh 

str~gle for existence. It took a brave and persever-

ing spirit to stick to the task of publishing a Baptist 

paper in such circumstances, and one feels impelled to 

a high admiration for such a man as William C. Buckl who 

struggled unselfishly and heroically to preserve an 

organ of intelliegence for the Baptists of the 111s6is

aippi Valley. He was not a journalist by training nor 

by gifts, but he was a faithful soldier of Jesus Christ. 

Went ion has been made of The Columbian Star, and } 

its transference from Waslling ton, D. C. to Philadelphia. 

Here in 1826 Dr. William T. Brantly, Sr., was called to 

succeed Dr. Holcombe, pastor of the First church. One 

of the burdens that he took upon hinrelf Vias the contin-..... 

uation of this publication. The plans and ideals of 

Rice he followed largely in editing The Star and Index, 

as it was now called, devoting it chiefly to devotional 
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wri tings" missionary news" general denominational in

telligenoe, and the oause of eduoation. One finds but 

little oontroversy in its oolumns. In Georgia" the 

state that Dr. Br~t1y had left to take up the work in 

Philadelphia" Jesse Meroer had oome to be the aoknow1-

edged leader of the progTGssive foroes of the denom

ination. A man of splendid eduoation himself" he de

plored the ignoranoe of his brother ministers" and of 

his people in Georgia in general. He beoame the apostle 

of education and advance" and in 1833 purohased from Dr. 

Brantly the plant 0 f T he Star and Index" moved it to 

Washington" Georgia" and began to use it vigorously in 

THE CHRISTIAN 

INDEX. 

behalf of those oauses he espoused. 

The name of the paper was now 

ohanged to The Christian Index. He 

was assisted by Rev. William Stokes" 

who possessed oonsiderable ability as a writer. Be

cause of the gi fts and high standing of Dr. Meroer" The 

Index beoame popular" and was widely read throughout 

Georgia. Dr. Meroer's edi toria1 po1ioy was not that of 

controversy and oontention" but of unification and edu

cation. He was a olear and foroible thinker" thoroughly 

grounded in the Bible and in Baptist history" and de

lig~lted in expository writing. With his keen wit he met 

the attaoks of enemies of mlssions and education in a 
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Christian spirit that took the sting from his exposure 

of error. His contribution to unity and Bound think-

ing through The Index was a large one Jand came just at 

the time when it was most needed. Yet,Dr. I,Iercer was 

not a journalist; rather J he was an essayistJ a writer 

of expository sermons, a man of great per~onality and 

striking breadth of vision, stru~gling to reach through 

the medium of the printed page a larger constituency than 

could come within the sound of his voice from week to 

week. The duties of edi tcrship were irksome to him. He 

was a man of large means, hence he did not have the prob

lem of financial support that has proved the undoing 

of so many Baptist publications; yet the task became to 

him uncongenial and burdensome, and 80 in 1840 he offered 

The Index as a gift to the convention. The gift was 

acceptedJ and from 1840 to 1862 the paper was published 

by a commi ttee ap'~ointed by the state convention. 

"No single agency," says Dr. William Cathcart in 

his Baptist EncyclopaediaJ "has done so much to unite 

and develop the Baptists of North Carolina as The Bib-

lical Recorder." North Carolina was 

THE BIBLI CAL one of the first Southern states to 

RECORDER. ag i tate org ani zation for greater ef-

fe cti veness, and waG blessed in this 

trying pericd with a numbe r of Baptist leaders of sound 



48 

judgment and Kingdom ideals. Among the foremast of these 

men was Thomas Meredith) pastor of Eden ton) who in 1829 

pre-pared the consti tution of the state convention. The 

mold of the man is shown in his statement of the objects 

of the convention) viz: "The education of young men 

called of God to the ministry ••.. The employment of mis

sionaries within the limi$ts of the state) and the co

operation with the Baptist General Convention of the 

United States) in ~he promotion of missions in general." 

In 1833 Mr. Meredith began the publication of The Bap

tist Interpreter, a small monthly in prunphlet form. Two 

years later) under the title) The Biblical Recorder) his 

journal was changed to a weekly, and in 1838 was united 

with The Southern Watcrunan of Charleston, South Carolina) 

a small and struggling Baptist weekly, after which it 

was published under the style of The Recorder and Watch- ! 

mQn. Twice during its struggle the paper was forced to 

suspend publication, but the sacrifices of its promoters 

and editor in each inatance saved it. After the fipst 

of these suspensions the paper was revived as The Bib

lical Recorder, which title it still bears. Mr. Mere-

dith died in 1851, and of him Dr. Cathcart says: "He 

was beyond question the ablest man who has yet appeared 

among the Baptists of North Carolina, and as the founde~ 

and for nineteen years the editor) of !he Biblical 
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Recorder, probably did more to develop the denomination 

than any man who has ever lived in the state •..• As an 

editor he was the equal of any man in the United states 

in his day."· The great work of !:1eredith and the Re

corder in this period was that of unification. He 

brought his brethren closer together, and with the in

stincts of a true journalist kept before them in a con

structive way discussions and plans and ideals looking 

to the upbuilding of the Kingdom, especially through 

the channels of education and missio~~. 

The early history of journalism in South Carolina 

is for the most part the history of failure. The first 

effort to establish a Baptist organ in the state was 

made by William H. Brisbane, who in 1833 began the pub

lication of The Southern Baptist and 

JOT!REALI m.r IN General Intelligencer. Dr. Brisbane, 

SOTITB CAROLI NA. then a young man only thirty years of 

age~ was possessed of unusual attain

ments, and was in many ways fitted for editorial work. 

Only one file of his paper is known to be in existence, 

in which are copies from January to December, 1836 • •• 

In the issue of April 29, 1836, Brisbane wri tea: "It. 

is with feelings of no little mortification and sorrow 

that I am compelled to bid adieu to The Southern Baptist. 
----_._._--------

• Cathcart, "Baptist Encyclopaedia," Vol. II, p. 785. 
** I.Iiscellaneous File No. 15, Library S.B.T.S. 
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I have put off the evil day as long as I could, in the 

hope that circumstances would yet warrant a continuance 

of my labors. But it is impossible for me to continue 

longer in the editorial department, without great dis

advantage to myself, and such a sacrifice as I am con

fident could not be expected of me by my brethren." Why 

it is that The Recorder of North Carolina and The Index 

of Georgia are supported, while The Southern Baptist is 

permitted to die for lack of patronage, he says he does 

not understand; but one thing is certain, there are not 

enough subscribers to sustain it, and many of them will 

not pay their subscriptions. The paper was continued 

by the publisher, James.S. Burges, until January of the 

following year, when Basil Manly, Sr., undert80k the 

editorship, and managed to Bustain publication until 

1838, when the paper w~s moved from Charleston and con

solidated with The Biblical Recorder. In his "Saluta

tory" Dr. Manly emphatically states that he is no journ

alist, but is simply desirous of preserving the paper, 

and will give up the edi torship just so soon as other 

arrangements can be made. Naturally his brief term of 

service made no lasting impre:38ion. 

Nowhere, perhaps, in the entire South was the anti

missionary and anti-education spirit so rampant as in 

Alabama. The convention \'leiS cl';~anized in 1823, and this 
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waa the signal for an outbreak of fanatical opposition 

that tore the churches of Alabama asunder. Hosea Ho1-

combe, in his "History of Bapti sts in Alabama," gives 

some stirring accounts of the struggles of this early 

period, and one is at no loss to under-

STRtnGLES IN stand why progress in that st&te was 

ALABAt'v!A. so slow, when he reads of the viru-

lence of the opposition to all ad-

vance and realizes the strength of the reactionaries, 

who stood in the way of growth and enlightenment. Per

haps this accounts for the tardiness with which journal

istic efforts were undertaken. We are told by Dr. Eaton 

that the first Baptist paper published in the state was 

The Southwestern Baptist Pioneer at Jacksonville in 1834, 

with William Wood as editor. Dr. James Murfee says that 

The Family Visitor was begun in 1836, under the sanction 

of the convention, with John D. Wi11ie',ms as editor.· 

About 1838-40 Mr. Williams made a present of The Family 

Visitor to the convention. Soon thereafter it ceased 

publication. Al2..bama was then without a denominational 

paper until 1843, when The Alabama Baptist was begun at 

Marion. It was at first issued by a "Committee of Breth-

ren," whose names are not given, but in the first issue, 

February 4, 1843, it is stated that they axe in corre-

spondence wi th several "distingui shed brot:nr(;,n in re1atio n 

• The Alabama Baptist, "Journalism of the Bapt. Denom. 
in Ala," Dec. 2,1908. 
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to assw~ing the editorial management of the paper." Dr. 

Milo P. Jewett assumed from the beginning the chief ed

itorship, though as a labor of love, associating with 

him J. B. DeVotie as business m:-,neger. In March, 1845, 

Dr. Jewett resigned his position to James W. Hoskins, 

but the following December Mr. Hoskins surrendered his 

office and the paper '.vas again placed in the hands of 

"An Association of Brethren." This was the third denom

inational paper in the state. In 1848 it passed into 

the hands of A. W. Chambliss, and became the fourth jour

nal of the denomination, under the title of The Alabama 

Baptist Advocate. At no time during this period was the 

paper adequately supported, though it was edited wi th 

considerable abi1i ty, espe'::! ially during Dr. Jewett t s 

term as edi tor. 

The publication of a Baptist journal in Missouri 

was begun in 1842. In the issue of October 27, 1842, 

of The Baptist Ba~ner and Westerm Pioneer, we find the 

following notice: "The Missouri Baptist. This is the 

title of a neat paper of a small size, 

IN MISSOURI. the first number of which has just 

reached us ••.• It is published weekly 

at St. Louis, and is edited by the Revs. I. T. Hinton 

and R. S. Thomas. The nMles of one at least of the ed

itors (presumably I. T. Hinton, an Englishman of wide 
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influence during his fourteen years as a preacher in 

America) is extensively known, and is a guarantee that 

the paper will be conducted with muoh ability. While 

we sincerely wish success to every undertaking that will 

promote the interest of the Redeemer, our long experi

ence in the publication of a Baptist paper inclines us 

greatly to doubt whether multiplying their number is 

at all calculated to advance the cause of Chri st. 11 These 

were words of doubtful encouragement, but proved pro

phetic, for two years later the paper was abandoned. 

Four years later The Western Watchman was begun, but a 

disastrous fire soon thereafter destroyed its plant, and 

the paper was not revived until 1851, when William Crow

ell and S. B. Johnson undertook its re-publication. They 

succeeded in keeping the paper alive until the outbreak 

of the war, ten years later, when it was finally sus

pended. 

A few other newspaper enterprises were undertaken 

by Baptists in various sections of the South prior to 

1845, but they were short-lived and inconsequential. 

EFFORTS 

ELSEWBERE. 

In MissL:;sippi, for example, various 

attempts were made to establish a 

Baptist organ, but all efforts failed 

to 1857, there being found no support 

for the paper. In Louisian~ no attempt was made to es-
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tablish a state paper unti 1855. In 1847 a futile ef

fort was made by James McDonald to establish a Baptist 

paper in Florida, but The Baptist Telegraph soon failed. 
v 

Not until 1872 did Florida succeed in obtaing a state 

paper. The first Baptist journal in Texas was begun 

in 1855, and the first in Arkansas in 1859. 

STnvIMARY. 

T~ to the year 1823, in addition to 1he Columbian 

Star, which, while not published in the South, reached 

there its chief constituenCYJ there had been three timid 

ventures made in the field of Baptist journalism, each 

of which had resulted in failure. From 1823 to 1845, 

MULTIPLI CATION. 

twenty-four Bap:ist newspaper enter-

prises had entered thG field in

cluded in what is now the Southern 

Baptist Convention. Kentucky heads the list 1r:ith eight; 

South Carolina is next with four; North Carolina con

tributes three; Georgia two; Alabama two. Of course 

Borne of these represent the same printing plant, and are 

successors of defunct papers, but are nevertheless dis

tinct claimants for recognition and denominational sup-

port. 

The causes of this rapid multiplication of journals 

are found in the conditions of the period. (1) Inven-
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tien and discovery had made cheap printing possible, and 

it was the fashion of the day for every cause to produce 

a journalistic champion; furthermore, modern journalism 

was in its infancy, and men had not learned the hard re

quirement that the successful journalist must meet. (2) 

It was a period of controversy. Not only must the long 

battle between the two antagonistic wings of the Bap

tist family be fought out, but foes from without con

tested every inch of Baptist advance. Methodists, Pres

byterians, and Congregationalists alike assailed the Ba~

tist position through their denominational organs, which, 

under denominational control, were fewer, stronger, and 

in general more ably edited. Here Baptist independence 

left to private enterprise the defense of the faith, and 

almost every leading Baptist thinker of the time was 

pressed into editorial service. (3) In addition to 

these causes was the rise of heretical sects, chief among 

which were the Campbellites. Ir:numerable grievances 

arose as the outcome of these struggles, and the pos

session of a grievance by a sufficient number of people 

was generally the Signal for the establishment of a"re

ligious" paper. It has not come within the scope of 

this thesis to follow the history of such papers as 

arose in this fashion, as, for example, Campbell's 

Christian Baptist, The Primitive Baptist, etc., but all 
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such were added iinducements to the undertaking by "reg

ular Baptists" of newspaper enterprises to counteract 

the influence of these destructive papers. 

Let us s~fimarize the contents of the papers of 

this period. (1) News. The telegraph had not been 

introduced, and the railroad was in its infan~ during 

this period. News-gathering was difficult, and the re

ligious newspapers having no organized service, their 

news was meagre. Most papers had a department of "sec

ular" news, in which a re-hash of the news of the daily 

papers was printed. News of the 

CONTENTS. churches, reports of conventions~ mar

riages, deaths, ordinations~ pastoral 

changes, etc., came th::-ough correspondents and const i-

tuted in many instances the most valuable feature of the 

paper. (2) Religious literature. Here "literature" 

is used in the old sense of simply "something written." 

The edi tor of ?he Columbian Star bewails the unhappy day 

on which he first admitted a poem to the columns of the 
1 

paper. He has just paid lZi cents postage on an anony-

moue piece of doggerel" "wi thout rhyme or sense" II and 

declares that no more "poetry" need be sent for publi

cation. If the story is about a Sunday school scholar~ 

he always dies an untimely death; if about a sinner, he 

dies "having found no place for repentance. n No story 
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nor anecdote is complete without a death-bed scene. There 

are, however, historical articles of real worth, and oc

caaioDally are to be found expositions of Scripture that 

exhibit scholarship. The printing of sermons has not 

yet come into vogue, though there are occasionsl ser-

mon outlines. On the whole, the literary features of 

these early papers make dry reading. (3) Editorial. 

The evolution of the religious editorial in this period 

is interesting. At first the editor's function was that 

which the original meaning of the word "edit" implies; 

he gathered the materia~ revised and corrected it, and 

exercised a sort of censorship over what should be print

ed. Announcements concerning the affairs and policy of 

the paper then were the only editorials. But events of 

unusual impo,rtance, past or future, often called for 

more emphasis or interpretation than the mere announce

ment or recording gave, hence the necessity for comment 

by the editor. As differences of opinion arose, these 

divergences were naturally reflected in the correspond

ents, whose communications, if admitted at all, must be 

approved or disapporved by the editor. This necessar-

ily involved him in controversy 'over the disputed pointe, 

so that by and by his function of editing in the strict 

sense was frequently delegated to some subordinate, while 

the real edi tor became a champion of the cause his paper 
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supported. (4) Controversy. The controversial feature 

is decidedly the ffiost prominent in nearly all of the papers 

during these formative years. Uany were born in contro

versy, and existed almost wholly for controversial pur

poses. Much of the contributed matter is polemic, and 

frequently these articles are bitter and cruelly per-

s .. i:ml. It is of utmost importance to realize the condi

tions of suspicion, warfare, and schism that so charac

terize these twenty-five years of Southern Baptist his

tor! in order to an understanding of the course of Bap

tists journalism in later years. The stamp of these 

years of controversy has never been wholly effaced. 

To the everlasting honor of the press of this period, 

almost without exception it stood for organization, 

mis8icns, ministerial education, Sunday schools, and 

every form of denominational activity. 

POLl CY. NoW' and then there is a warning against 

going too far in the direction of over

organization, but when the crisis came, absolutely every 

paper of any importance in the Southern States was found 

on the side of progress. 



CHAPTf,R FOUR. 

SEPARATION AND WAR. 

Long before the year 1845 the slavery question had 

become an issue of tremendous importance in American 

politics. Each year witnessed the growth of bitterness 

in sentiment on the part of both abolitionists and slave

holders as the discussion advanced. There had been se-

THE SLAVERY 

QUESTION. 

cured in the Constitution of the United 

States the separation of church and 

state; but so long as the same man is 

at one and the same time a member of 

the church and of the state, there can be no separation 

of religion and politics. By the close of our last periQd, 

therefore, one of the burning issues among Baptists was 

the slavery question. 

Antinomianism and opposition to missions had by this 

time almost run their course, and the complete Victory 

of the progressive forces of the denomination only 

awaited the lapse of time. The followers of Alexander 

Campbell had put off their thin Baptist disguise, and 

had made of themselves a distinct denomination. They 

continued as a disturbing factor for half a century more, 

but were no longer a menace to Baptist unity. The year 
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1843 passed by without any cataclysm remotely resembling 

the end of the world, much to the disappointment of Wil

liam Miller and the Millerites. The South prospered 

under the diligent cultivation of her fertile fields and 

the development of her immense natural resources. Schools 

were founded, the labor of slaves gave leisure for study 

and the development of the cultural side of'life, and 

that finest flower of the nineteenth century, the South

ern aristocracy" came to full bloom. The spirit of little -

ness and narrowness was gradually dispelled by the gemial 

warmth of prosperity. The Baptists of the South began 

to feel that they were somebody, and not merely a des

pised se ct, against whom every man's hand was turned. 

The events leading up to the separation of North-

ern and Southern Baptists, and the formation of the South

ern Baptist Convention, have teen too often related for 

repetition here. The purpose of this chapter is to show 

the part played by the Southern Baptist press in this 

separation, and to trace the history of Baptist journal

ism during the next twenty years, vmen lowering war 

clouds slowly gathered un til they burst at last in fury, 

swept our nations for four years, and left the South 

desolated and all but ruined. As we shall see, the part 

of the Southern Baptist press in these years is no insig

ni fi cant one. 
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As ~arly as 1830 we begin to find articles on 

slavery, deprecating the nfanatical n statements by 

Horthern brethren on this subject, and attempting Scrip

tural justification. By 1840 these articles are becoming 

nuaercus, and more and more stress is laid on the fact 

that there is no explicit condemnation of slavery in 

the He",'l Testament, but on the contrary it is accepted 

as inevitable in hum£ffi society, and clearly sanctioned 

by Paul. One has only to read these articles to be con

vinced of the complete sincerity of the writers. Cruel 

treatment of slaT·JS is condemned unmercifully, and men 

are called upon to report and punish by law slave-owners 

who are inhuman in their treatment, or who use their 

slaves for ir:n:oral purposes. Much evident concern is 

expressed for the spiritual condition of the Negroes. 

In the heart of the South there was no hesitc'.ncy 

on the part of Baptists to write nor Baptist editors 

to print defenses of slavery and condemnations of abol

itionists, but farther North and West there was manifest 

a feeling of consideration for those who opposed sincere

ly slavery as an institution. In the Baptist Banner 

and Western Pioneer, the leading p,-,per of the denominatimn, 

tbere appeared the following, under date of April 29, 

1841: nSlav~ and Anti-Slavery. Do our fiends 'down 

South' insist on the inseI'tion of resolutions and docu-
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mente in favor of slavery and aginst aboliti~nists in 

The Banner and Pioneer, If so, we must claim the same 

right on behalf of Baptist aboli tionists in the states 

and territoxies north of the Ohio, to insert the anti

slavery resolutions of their associations and churches. 

On the union of The Western Pioneer wi th The Baptist 

Banner in January, 1839, the arrangements with the edit

orB and publishers was that matters of the above descriV

tion should be kept out, and the paper be directed in 

sustaining the principles of the Bible as held by Bap

tists both north and south of the Ohio river. Our hreth

ren of the South wi 11 perceive the propriet y of thi s s~

geeticn. If they prefer to insert matters on the slavery 

question, we shall not object, but only claim our priv

ilege of an equal proportion on the opposite side to be 

publiGhed~ still it is our opinior. that such topics, 

being more directly of a political and state character, 

had better be kept out of The Banner and Pioneer, and 

turned into other channels." This was signed by J. M. 

Peck. 

The year previous to this the Board of Foreign Mis

~icns had passed a resolution declaring itself absolutely 

neutral on the slavery questicn. The Index of Georgia 

and The Religious Herald of Virginia contain editorials 

from time to time J advi oi ng cauti on, and forbearance 
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with what they term the "fanaticism" of Northern breth-

reno Yet in spite of all this it beco~(:es more and more 

a~parent that separation is inevitable. 

The Triennial Convention met in 1844. Richard 

Fuller of South Carolina~ representing the conservative 

sentiment of the South, undertook by resolution to ex

clude the subject of slavery altogether from the Conven

tion's deliberations, but his efforts failed. However, 

the following resolution~ which was widely published in 

the Southern papers~ was unanimously adopted: liRe solved, 

that in cooperating together as members of this Conven

tion in the work of ioreign missicns~ we disclcdm all 

sanction~ either express or implied, whether of slavery 

or of anti-elavery, but as individuals we are perfectly 

free both to express and promote our own views on these 

eubj e ct s in a Chri sti an manner and spi ri t • II 

In 1\1arch and April of 1844 there appeared in The 

Religious Herald of Virginia the famous letters of Rich

ard Fuller of South Carolina, and Francis Waylcmd of 

Nassachusetts~ debating the slavery question. Dr. 

Fuller represented the coolest and most conservative 

sentiment of the South, and Dr. Wayland, president of 

Brov'.n University,. represented the best culture and 

Chri st i an spi ri t of the North. The de b2.t e was charac

terized throughout by a fine type of Chri tian courtesy J -
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but of course accomplished nothing in the settlen:ent of 

the issue. Each side cla.imed a de cided victory for its 

charl,pion. 

That separation is inevit£Lble sorne now begin to 

see. The editor of The Biblical Re~order of North Caro

lina pleads that no hasty or rash action be taken" and 

is besieg ed wi th communi cS.tions cri ticising his lukewarm 

position. The retirement of John 

SEPARATION. Bushyh8ad" an Indian Bapti st preacher 

of hi gh s te.nding" which was procured 

by the Board because he was a slave-holder" together with 

reported statements of the secretary of the Boston Board 

that slavery woulc no longer be tolerated by the Acting 

Board of the Triennial Convention" served to bring matters 

to a crisis. An inquiry from the Alabama convention ad

dressed to the Foreign IUssion Board brought this de

cisive response: "If •••. any one should offer himself as 

a missionary" having slaves" and should insist on re

taining them as his property" we could not appoint him."* 

The entire answer is conciliatory in tone" but to this 

question" to which the Alabama Dbnvention demanded a 

categorical answer" the reply is unequivocal. 

The Alabama Baptist, which had leaned with The 

Biblical Recorder towards conservatism" changed hands 

just at this crisis" and w1ited forces with The Index" 

* The ChrL3tian Index" March 14, 1845. 
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and The Religious Herald in calling for a separation 

from the Triennial Convention and the formation of a 

Sou thern Conven ti en. The Bctr:r.er and Pionee-r" sti 11 con

servative in its policy" opposed the call for a conven

tion" but favored a conference which should endeavor to 

settle the question without resorting to separation. 

The Biblical Recorder and The Baptist of Tennessee GCCU

pied simi lar ground. "We are fully determined on sus

taining the rights of the South; but think this can be 

better done ~ frustrating the designs of the aboli

tionists in the North" and holding on to as much in

terest on that side of the line as possible."· 

In the issue of The Index for March 21" 1845" there 

appear resolutions of the Board of the Virginia Foreign 

Missionary Society". in which" under five heads" they 

declare the decisicm of the Board of the Triennial Con

venti on to be: (1) Unconsti tuti anal; (2} a mani fest 

violation of the compromise resolution adopted previous

ly; (3) inconsistent with admissions made in the letter 

accompanying; (4) unjust to the supporters of the Con

vention; (5) as unwise as it is unjust. Resolutions 

follow calling for a convention of the Southern states 

at Augusta, Georgia" "Thursday before the second Lord's 

day in May." 

These resolutions are at c.rlce talcen up, and the 
--_ .. _-------------

* Baptist Banner and Western Pioneer, LIay 1, 1845. 



66 

columns of all the papers are filled with matter per

taining to the convention. We realize as we read the 

momen tous happenings of the next few weeks that Bap

tist history is in the making, and none seemed to real

ize more than these editors their resRcnsibility for the 

guidance of public opinion. Such an article as the 

following from Editor Baker of The Christian Index is 

significant of the atti tude of the Southern press at 

this time: 

"The ProposEl~gonvention--Things Desi rable . 

" ..•. It is important) e s sent ially import ant) that 

we meet under a deep sense of our need of divine guid

ance to lead us to adopt wise and salutary measures, and 

of divine grace to enable us to carry out those meas-

ures to the praise of God's glory and the good of souls • 

...• It is important that we meet with a prayerful spirit 

--that there should be connected, with a sense of our 

dependence on divine aid, an agonizing, wrestling spirit 

of prayer. To have tIli s when we meet) we must be care

ful to cherish it before we meet. Seek it, brethren, dll

igently, cultivate it daily and hourly .... It is import

ant that we appear not before the Lord vn. th empty hands • 

••.. Funds will be needed to prevent a serious interrup

tion in our missionary operations, and to enable the 

Conven tion to carry out the plans which, under divine 
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guidance l they may finally adopt ••.. One word more--wi 11 

not some of our anti-itlissionary brethren meet wi th us? 

•... We doubt not that you would be 'cordially received 

and treated l not as enemies, but as brethren •... At all 

events, meet UBI and leave results to God, who orders 

all things according to the councils of his own will." * 

It is of great. value that the South possessed at 

this time of trial and crisis a religious press to off

set the violence and bitterness of the secular press. 

It is of still more value to the Baptists of the South 

that its press was manned by coo11 progressive, states

manlike editors, whose utterances and 

l.!EETING THE 

NEW 81 TUATION. 

poliCYI while partisan, were Christian. 

It is of inestimable value to the de-

nomination that by the time of this 

crisis there should h~ve been developed a half-dozen 

papers which are capable of springing into the lead and 

bringing to bear all the powers of argument and per-

suasion for the preservation and continuation of a pol-

icy of missions and education. Never did the denomina

tion face such a danger in the South, involving the pos

sibility of 109S of all the gains of the preceding periods 

through disorganization and reaction, and never was the 

power of the press in the hands of consecrated men more 

clearly shown. Writes William C. Buck, in The Banner 

* The Chl'istian Index, ilaroh 28, 1845. 
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and Pioneer of June 5, 1845: 

"The S{xi t of the South. 

"We rejoice that our brethren &t the Georgia con

vention have so pre-eminently exhibited the spirit, pa

tience and love of the Gospel jn their procee dings. In 

the language of Dr. Wayland~ they have showed to the North 

'how Christians o~ht to act.' They have not returned 

railing for railing upon their liorthern persecutors, but 

seem by the ir si lence to say ~ 'Th e Lord rebuke thee. I 

SuCh a beginning portends the happiest results. We do 

hope that such men as Wayland, Cone, Williams, and Sum

mers of the North •••• wi 11 bring up wit h them such an 

influence to the Triennial Convention that, whether the 

North and the South ever unite their benevolent associ-

ations or not~ they may, nevertheless, maintain a 

brotherly intercourse; and that~ at that meeting, rabid 

abolitionism may be so effectually rebuked and defeated 

as to be ever after classed wi th TJormonism and lU ller-

ism, as another specimen of the fanaticism of the nine-

teenth century." 

The events of 1845 were revolutionary, ~d in the 

history of the Baptists of the South form their most dis-

tinctive epoch. It was no easy nor simple matter to 

adjust themselves to work under the changed conditions. 

Hany seri,:,us problems confronted them. What was the 
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relation of the Southern Convention to missionaries al-

r~ady on the foreign field? How should funds for the 

prosecution of home and foreign missions be raised? l'lhat 

steps ought to be taken looking towards the establish

ment of a theological school for young Southern ministers~ 

Vii th a vast terri tory of fourteen states, and something 

like two thousand preachers, many of whom were illit

erate, the Convention faced an appalling task. 

The year following, 1846, the Convention met in 
v' 

Richmond, Vairginia, to report the progre ss made for 

t he year, and to confer over these problems and tasks. 

It was a meeting of great power, in which was manifested 

such devotion and wisdom as to instill new hope into 

Southern Baptists. One tting is evident, the division 

between the North and the South has drawn together the 

warring factions ~1ong Southern Baptists and united them 

in a great cornr::.on cause. There is scarcely a breath 

now of opposition to missions, education, and organi

zation. Baptists of this stirring period know that they 

must stick together, and many and long are the articles 

defending Baptist faith and pr~ctice, and exposing the 

er:cors of Pedobaptists. 

This struggle and diviaic.n betV'reen the two great 

bodies of Baptists, together with the bitter struggle 

with Campbellism and the fi8rce attacks of Methodists 
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and Presbyterians on principles ([ear to Baptist hearts, 

no doubt intensified the feeling of exclusiveness which 

has always been more or less peculiar 

THE "LANDtrARK" 

CONTROVERSY • 

to our people, and in all probability 

led to the distraction among churches 

of the Southwest occasioned by J. R. 

Graves and J. M. Pendleton, in their "Old Landmark" 

controversy. 

As has been noted above, The Baptist of Tennessee 

was established in 1835 by R. B. C. Howell, who after

wards combined it with the Baptist Banner and Western 

Pioneer of Kentucky, and who became for a time associate 

Jditor of the latter. The arrangement, as we have seen, 

did not prove satisfactory, and soon after Dr. Howell's 

withdrawal he resumed the independent publication of 

The Baptist at Nashville. 

In 18'5 J. R. Graves, then a young man of twenty

five, came to Nashville. He established a small private 

school, united with the Firat Baptist church of that 

city, and by reason of his unusual gifts and talents was 

called within a few months to the charge of the Second 

church, on Cherzy street. The year following he became 

associated with Dr. Bowell in the publication of ~_he " 

B~:ptist, and with t his his remarkable career began. 
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Like many ether Baptist papers of this periodl The Bap

tist was small in sizel mediocre in contentsl limited 

in circulation to about 11 °°0, and barely able to exist. 

T he name of the paper was change d to The Tennessee Bap

tist, and with a vigor which characterized every under

taking of thi s remarkable man, Grave s began to make hi s 

publication known and felt. He was what is usually termed 

a "self-iIlade" maQ.. tJis education he had acquired largely 

without the aid of instructors. Possessed naturally of 

a logical and keenly analytical mind, his minute and pains

taking study of the Bible, and especially of Paul, led 

him to the formation of concl usi ons which admi tted of no 

alteration nor modification, He was from the beginning 

a Baptist of the Baptists, proud of Baptist history and 

glorying in Baptist principles. His vigorous writings 

at once attracted attention. The circulation of the 

paper increased rapidly. In 1848 he became sole editor, 

and from this time until the breaking out of the War, 

The Tennessee Baptist grew in popularity until, accord-

ing to Dr. Cathcart, it had attained the largeet circu

lation of any Baptist paper in the world. 

With the beginning of Volume VI, September 6, 1849, 

Dr. Graves having become sole editor, a characteristic 

edi torial says: "Touching our edi to:tial course we have 

some few things to say. The controversial feature of 
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The Baptist is prominent and undisputed. This is owing 

to our idea of what a religious paper should be, of what 

Christianity is. We may have offended some by pursuing 

the course we have ••.• They think the reign of Solomon 

preferable to that of David--they desire peace and not 

war. They think we are too much like David--a man of war 

from our youth, that we really love to contend; this is 

the offense, that we 'appear to love tocontend,' and 

they are opposed to discussion, especially religious dis

cussion. 

"Now, our defense is that there is no neutral ground 

in religion. One of the distinctive features of Chris

tianity is, unless we altogether mistake its spirit, its 

active propagandisID, its vigorous, uncompromising aggres

sion upon error, in whatever form, even though labelled 

wi th the imposing and sacred title of religion; it is our 

mature opinion that the Protestantism of the nineteenth 

century is a more formidable obstacle to the approach of 

the l.1illem:,:dum than papacy itself. We mean the isms of 

Protestantism .•.. Every Baptist is an enemy to his denom

ination and the principles he professes, who remains neu

tral, or dissuades from active warfare. The time is fully 

come when everyone should take his stand, and be either 

a Baptist or a Pedobaptist, and be no longer lukewarm,-

or seek to be the friend of ;)oth ••... 
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"We are decided as to our course l and we appeal to 

heaven for the integrity of our motives; it is the truth l 

and the truth onlYI we se'3k to defend l and erro;r, not men. 

spiri tual wickedness we vvi. sh to overthrow. Relying, then l 

an the rectitude of our purpose, urged irresistibly on 

by a sense of duty, and fully aware of the danger of 

our position, friends, brethren, and foes without, we 

have put The Tennessee Baptist 'in battery.' and are 

equally ready for the conflict, before the walls of 

Raffie, or under the gates of Carthage--for defensive or 

offensive warfare, our motto is PROGRESSION by aggres-

sion. " 

Wi th terrific vigor the "battery" of The Baptist 
(//'"1.' 

is from this time'forward turned against what Dr. Graves 

was pleased to term "Pedoiem." The Methodists in partic

ular were the obj ect s of hi s attacks. Every form of Pedo

baptist error is brought into the se~ching light of 

Graves' remorseless logic. Debates, written and oral l 

between Graves and various Pedobaptist champions often 

served to inject the element of personal bitterness into 

these discussions. Graves was attacked, of course, by 

his Methodist and PresbyteriEm enemies, who, being no 

match for him in controversYI frequently resorted to the 

worsted man's last recourse--personal abuse and villifi--
caticn. 
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It is small wonder, then, that Graves came to look 

upon Pedobabptists as enemies of the truth, not only to 

be refused communion, but even to be denied as evangel

ical Christians. Grc1dua1ly from 1850 these views were 

in process of formation, crystallizing at length in 

1854 in a series of articles from the pen of J. M. Pendle

ton, pastor of Bowling Green, Kentucky, and one of the 

strongest preachers in the state, on the subj ect: "Oue), t 

Baptists to liecognize Pedobaptists as Gospel Ministers?"· 

These articles were written at the suggestion of Graves, 

and were afterwards reprinted in tract form and scat

tered broadcast. 

The ti tIe which Dr. Graves gLve the tract was, "An 

Old Land Mark Reset." The defense and propagatiun of 

this idea, namely, that a Pedobaptist body ought not to 

be recognized by Baptists as a church, nor its minister 

as a properly qualified preacher, now became one of the 

chief Objects of the paper's existence. To many Baptists 

the idea appealed powerfully. The discussion was taken 

up throughout the country, and became one of absorbing 

interest. Much heated opposi tion arose, the Southern 

Baptist press being almost unanin:ous in rejecting the 

conclusion of Graves and Pendleton as neceasarily fol

lowing from the Baptist posi tion on close cOiul1union. 

In many cases, where "Landmarkism" gained sway, adher-

* The l'ennessee Baptist, Vol. X, !Jos. 47-50. 
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ence to this position was made a test of fellowship. At 

one time it began to look as if there would be a split 

in the denomination, and that the "Landmarkers" would 

form a sect of themselves. But the greater issue of 

slavery soon overshadowed this, and Yli th the outbreak of 

the War "Landmarkism" was forgotten. After the War 

the controversy was revived to a limited extent, and some 

remnants of the followers of Graves and Pendleton are 

still to be found scattered throughout the Mississippi 

Valley, but for the most part the position has been 

abandoned by Baptists. 

Dr. Graves, often referred to by his admirers en

dearingly as "li tt1e Graves," st"mds out as the most pnm

inent figure of this period. He was not a journ~clist; 

his paper was not a representative Baptist organ. He 

was a great controversialist, the equal if not the super

ior of Alexander Campbell, and simply used his newspaper 

as a medium through which to reach the people with his 

views. That he rendered the denomination a great ser

vice in his emphasis upon New Testament, and therefore 

Baptist, truth, there can be no doubt; that he went 

to unnecessary and hurtful extremes there can be scarce

ly less doubt. He was a popular preacher, greatly in 

demand, and frequently deserted his editorial chair for 

mon ths at a time on long preaching. tours. The UIlscrup-
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ulous attacks of Pedobaptists upon Baptist doctrines, 

especially in:mersion; the almost frantic fear wi th which 

some Bapti st s be he ld <:.:. seeming tendency towards compro

mise; the hostility b=tween the North and the South, 

which led many to feel that Southern Baptists were the 

sole guardians of pure Baptist truth; and the genius 

of this man Grcwes, who threw himself boldly into the 

current of this r.eactionary stream, and by virtue of 

hi s abi li ty and personality be came ihe admi red hero of a 

great host of Baptists whose sentiffients he representeq-

all these things combined to give to The Tennessee Bap

tist the foremost place among Southern Baptist journals 

for a period of nearly fifteen years. 

Mention has already been mG.de of those peepers 

which survived from the preceding period, and continued 

into 1845. For the moat part, with occasional change of 

editors, they continue to be most influential during the 

periGd with which we are now dealing. With all of them 

the struggle for existence was constant, the ever-recur

rent plea being for more liberal support, and the stand

ing lament being that subscribers will not pay for the 

paper. In api te of this a large nun:ber of new Baptist 

journals sprang into existence, some with careers 60 

short as scarcely to deserve mention, others to drag out 

an existence until the War sUll,marily put them to a 
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rrerciful death; and sti;l others to continue in exist

ence 0' n into the next peri cd, wi th many changes and con

solidations, a few surviving to the present time. Let 

us notice SOme of the journalistic evolutions and new 

enterprises prior to the outbreak of the I'Tar. 

In the golden age of The Baptist Banner and West

ern Pioneer John L. Waller had been one of its associate 

editors. After his withdrawal from this position he 

established a Baptist monthly magazine, known as The 

Western Baptist Review, published at Louisville, Ky. 

In 1850 Dr. William C. Buck gave up the editorship of 

~he Banner and Pioneer, after having lost $30,000 in 

THE VlESTERN 

RECORDER. 

an effort to sustain it, and Dr. 

Waller was called to take his place. 

The name of the paper was changed to 

The Western Recorder, and the maga

zine above referred to, that is, !he Western Baptist 

Review, became The Christian Repository, with Charles 

D. Kirk assoaiate editor, Dr. Waller filling the place 

of editorial chief on both the nswsp2per and the maga

zine. Dr. Waller succeeded in securing the services of 

Dr. R. L. Thurman, a prominent Kentucky preacher and 

educator, and retained the services of A. W. LaRue, who 

since 1849 had been assisting Dr. Buck, and proposed 

with these tvro strong helpers to realize the ideal which 
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he had conceived in years past when The Banner and Pioneer 

wae proj ected--to make the paper the Bapti st organ for 

the whole rUssissippi Valley. The first issue under the 

neVi name" The Western Recorder" appeared June II" 1851. 

It i 6 a seven-col umn folio" alr.1ost without advert ising" 

and filled from the first cqlUIr.n to the last wi th vrel1-

written l timely articles, well-edited correspondence" and 

fresh" readable religious and denominational news. Dr. 

Waller's policy" as announced in this first issue under 

the new nan1e" is to be progressive and constructive. He 

has no doctrinal hobby to ride" no peculiarity to de

fend. "We shall strive,," he declares, "to make this all 

that is nece Bsary for a fami1 y paper. " First in import

ance he puts the funct ion of gathering and di Bsemin2.t ing 

re1igi)uB nevIs" and such othe~ news as is of unusual in-

terest and importance; next is the propagation and ~e-

fense of Baptist truth. He beli'2ves that the Baptists 

are especie.:ly set for the defense of the f(~ith; "But," 

he says, "jt. is necessary that ~re should be daily ir;;

formed respe~ting the movements of all other denomfria

tions." That he has no sympathy wi th the unfraterna1 

views of Graves anj Pendleton is evident. "With the 

greatest pleasure ~i1l we lay before our readers the 

triumphs of the t~uth and the conversion of sinners 

through the instru::enta1i ty of other denominEttions than 
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our own. Whmever the Gospel is preachedl and when-

ever souls are saved l no matter who may be employed of 

God in the g lori ous workl we wi 11 rej oi ce. " He pledges 

The Recorder to do its utmost to advance the cause of 

education and missions. 

One cause particularly dear to Dr. Waller's heart 

was that of. Bible revision. He never let an opportunity 

pass to point out the inadequacy of the Authorized Ver

sion from the standpoint of scholarship, and at last 

succeeded in originating the Bible Revision Asso~iation. 
>,// 

Dr. Waller was a forcible writer1clear and logical, 

and the possessor of a charming style. His diction was 

pure and elegantl and he seems never to have condescended 

to triviali ties nor personal abuse. He delighted in ex-

posi tory wri tings l and whi Ie he seldom eng2cf~ed in the 

kind of controversy that was meat and drink to such men 

as Graves and Alexander Campbell, when he did enter into 

a debate he exhibited rc,re ta}ent and a ready wit that 

must have been extremely disconcerting to his opponent. 

Aside from his vigorous, virile doctrinal writings, 

Dr. Waller leaned chiefly towards the literary. Among 

his \~itings are to be found m2~y gems of real litera

ture. He was fond of reproducing good poetry and the 

best and most wholesome stories he could find. 

Just as Dr. Waller was reaching the zenith of his 
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usefulness, at t~e age of forty-five, death claimed him. 

He died in his home in Louisville, October 10, 1854. 

In his death Kentucky lost one of her most patriotic 

oi tizens and statesmen, and the Baptist denomination one 

of its few real journalists. The Western Recorder con

tinued unde r the edi torship of S. W. Lynd, A. W. LaRue, 

A. D. Sears, William ~L Pratt, and L. Fletcher, who ad

hered largely to the program their dead chief had out

lined, making of the paper a strong, readable Baptist 

organ. It cannot, however, be other than a matter of 

disappointment· to the reader to see the high tome of 

Waller gradually abandoned until at last The Recorder is 

as deeply embroiled as any of the other pc.pers of the 

period in polemics and controversy, especially with 

Graves and P~ndleton of The Tennessee Baptist, wi th whom 

t~e wordy warfare became thoroughly bitter and un

Qh:cistian in spirit. 

By the fall of 1858 the atti tude of GrE.ves and his 

followers bec~~e so distasteful to a large portion of 

the membership of the First church of Nashville, of 

which Dr. Graves was a member, as to occasion an open 

rupture. Charges were preferred against Grccves accus

ing him wi th "grossly im.moral and unchristiE.n conduct," 

and a public trial ordered by the church. The bitter

ness resulting between the two factions spread over 
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Tennessee a.nd into adjoining states. As Grc.ves found 

arrayed against him a formidable host of Br.ptists, in

cluding partiqulu.rly practically the whole BEptist press, 

led by The Western Recorder, his detennination to force 

matters to an issue was but increased, and he fought 

ru1d wrote as in the full belief that he was a modern 

Luther. His paper now became wholly and unreservedly 

the organ of his factional propaganda, 

TilE BAPTIST exerting an incalculable influence over 
v 

8T AITDARD. the Baptist of the South. To offset 

thi s, the conservatives of Nashvi lIe 

established in November, 1858, The Baptist Standard, wi th 

L. B. Woolfolk as edi tor. In. his "Salutatory," the edi t

or frankly gives the reason for undertaking the publi

caticn. For a long time, he says, the Baptists of Ten

nessee have borne with The Tennessee Baptist in a spirit 

of Christian forbearance. "But this palliation of the 

temper of The Tennessee Baptist has ceased to eXist," 

he declares. "It can no longer be considered an expon

ent of Baptist principles. From its erroneous teaching~, 

subversive of teachings held by Baptists, and destruct

ive of the polity of our churches; from its unconcealed 

coldness, and disguised hostility towards our denomina-

tional enterprises, it has ceased to subserve the ends 

for which the paper was instituted. In this state of 
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fact, regard to the best interests of the denomination, 

parti~larly in the midule and western portions of the 

state, imperatively demand the establishment of a pub

lication devoted to Baptist views and interests." 

Woolfolk was no match for Graves, yet he succeeded 

in making the paper interesting and attractive aside frmm 

its controversial features. The Standard obtained a wide 

reading, and was highly effective in its opposition to 

Graves and Pendleton and their "Landmark" followers. By 

the outbreak of the War the ardor of the "Landmarkers" 

had begun to cool, and, as has been observed, this issue 

was completely overshadowed by the great sectional con

troversy which resulted in the Civil War. The Standard 

was discontilued at the outbreak of the War, and hever 

revived. 

Just prior to the War Tennessee bece~e the field of 

greatest activity in the South in journalistic enter

prises. In addition to the papers mentioned above, The 

Baptist Watchman was established at 

Knoxville in 1856, with 1.1. Hillsman OTHER TENNES SEE 

PAPERS. as editor, one year later S. H. &nith 

becoming associate editor. Financial 

difficulties, together with lack of printing facilities, 

forced discontinuance November 12, 1858. 

The Bapti st ;,Iessenger bege.n publication at :,1emphis 
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in 1859. It was edited by Rev. M. Lyon, who twenty-two 

years previously had been edi tor of The BE:.pti st of 

Nashvi 11e. The avowed po1i cy of the paper was to pur-

Que a mediating course, taking sides neither with Graves 

of The Tennessee Bc:.ptist, and his "Landmark" followers, 

nor with Woolfolk of The Standard. The paper was edited 

with ability, and from a present-day standpoint was far 

more worthy of support than either of the other two. 

In May of 1861, its plant was destroyed by fire, but 

publication was resumed three months later. It ceased 

to exist before the olose of the year on account of the 

War. 

We have traced the evol"ution of The Biblical Re-

corder of Raleigh, North Carolina, to 1842, when it 

came under the control of Rev. Thomas ::eredi th. 

Meredith was a man of scholarly attair;ments, high idea1e, 

and sp1enclid edi toria1 ability. During his edi torahip 

we find The Bi b1i cal Recorder pursuing a steady, con

structive policy, attracting to itself but little at-

THE BIBLICAL 

tention, but rendering invaluable ser

vice to the denomination in North Caro-

RECORDER. 1ina as a medium of general intelli

gence, and as the champion of Baptist 

principles and institutions. Mr. Meredith died in 1851, 
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and the paper became the property of his widow, who se

Gured the services of DIt. T. W. Toby as editor. Dr. 

Toby had been for several years a missionary to-China, 

and afterwards held several professorships in Alabama 

and Kent ucky. tIe was a man of schalarship, but a j ourn

alist only by neceesi ty. After thrGe years of servi ce 

he gladly turned the editorship over to Rev. J. J. J~nes, 

the paper having been purchased from lIrs. Meredi th by 

a stock company. Two years later Mr. James became sole 

owner, and associated yIith himself Rev. J. S. Walthall 

as co-editor. The paper continued to exist thus until 

1861, when Dr. J. D. Huffham purchased it and continued 

its publication throughout the War, one of the very few 

Baptist journals to be published during these bloody and 

fearful years. 

The failure of Baptist journalism in South Carolina 

up to 1838 has been recorded. In 1843 Rev. T. W. 

tIaynes undertook the publication of a Bal,tist monthly 

magazine in Charleston, The Carolina Baptist, but was 

soon compelled to give it up. In May, 1840, The South

ern Bapti st was launched by l.lr. tIaynes, but the burden 

of issuing the paper wi th insuf:icient patronage soon be

came toe great for him to bear. Appeal after appeal was 

issued for more liberal financi al support. "Money," he 

writes, in an urgent appeal, -"Will be sufficient to give 
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e:ficiency to the whole enterprise, by permitting the 

editor to study and read and write, devoid of so much 

vexatious care which paralyzes head, hand and pen and 

palsies the heart."· In 1847 James Ryland Kendri ck, a 

young preacher of Vermont, who had served as pastor for 

five years in Macon, Georgia, was called to the First 

church of Charleston. Assisted by James Tupper, Esq. J 

a noted lav~er, lay-prea&her and deacon of Charleston, 

he be C8Jl1e editor of The Southe rn Bapti st, and a vigor-

ous effort was made to give to South 

THE SOUTHERN Carolina a good denominational weekly. 

BAPTI 8T • On the advice of his physician James 

P. Boyce was induced to forego his 

intention of prosecuting further study in Madison 

Universi ty, Hamil ton, N. Y., and returned to his home 

in Charleston. Here he was at once pressed into ser-

vice as editor of The Southern Baptist. "The young 

editor," writes Dr. Broadus, "threw himself earnestly into 

the undertaking, and produced a paper of real value. 

To a much greater extent than was then comn~on among re

ligious weeklies, it is seen to have 'given copious and 

well collated news, foreign and domestic, secular as 

well as religious."*· 

Dr. Boyce continued as editor only five months. 

Editor Baker of The Chriatiail. Index was the eagle-eyed 

* The Southern Baptist, Aug. 25, 184'1. 
** Broadus, "Memoir of James P. Boyce," pp. 60-65. 
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critio and self-appointed oensor of the Baptist press 

of this period, and the young editor did not escape his 

caustic criticism. This, together with muoh evident 

indifference and lack of appreciation on the part of 

some of his readers, oaused him soon to weary of the 

task, and in May he surrendered his cha.rge. On re

surning control, on May 9, the committee state that 

"During five months the paper has been gratuitously and 

effiCiently edited by Rev. James P. Boyce." 

This editorial committee continued in charge of 

the paper until 1852, when Dr. E. T. Winkler, who in 

1845 had been aS30c.iated wi th Edi tor Baker on !he Chri.s

tian Index, became editor. Under his management The 

Southern Baptist grew in popularity and influ·nce. Of 

him Cathcart writes: "Dr. Winkler is distinguished for 

scholarly accuraqy, broad culture, clear and forcible 

style, courtly and dignified personal bearing, and the 

most elegant language and the finest literary allusions."* 

Dr. Winkler was succeeded by Dl". J. P. Tustin, 

who seems to have served but a short while as editor, 

and in 1859 Dr. W. B. Carson took~rge of the paper. 

Dr. Carson was a vigorous writer, and soon won for him

self a high place among Baptist journalists. He was 

oppose d to secession, incurring severe criticism on the 

part of many of his Southern brethren for taking this 

* Cathcart, "Baptist Encyclopaedia," Vol. II, p. 1262. 
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position, but when the War broke out he enlisted as a 

private in the Confederate army, afterwards, however, be-

ing made chaplain. The paper was suspended during the 

War. 

Passing mention here should be made of The Confed

erate Baptist, published at Columbia, South Carolina, with 

J. L. Reynolds 

THE CONFEDER

ATE BAPTI ST • 

• ~ 'f ana t.!. i','-. C. Breaker as editors. Wi th san-

guine assur[mce the paper was launched 

October 11, 1862. "The title of the 

paper," says the s~.lutatory, "indicates 

our position. In regard to our civil 

and religious status, we may remark that we regard the 

establishment of the independence of the 60nfederates 

states as a foregone conclusion, and we expect to live 

and die in the enjoyment of the blessings of our glor

ious Confederacy." The files of the paper for the next 

three years tell a sad story of suffering, privation, 

bouyant hope that gradu,,-...llY succunbed to disa::JIlointment, 

and with the surrender of Lee, went out in dtB apair • The 

chief efforts of the paper were directed toward the 

provision of religious advantages for the Confederate 

soldiers. 

The Alabama Baptist Advo:;:C'.te continued to be pub

lished until 1851, when A. W. Chambliss became editor 

and changed the :eel-me of the paper to The Southwestern 
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Baptist. The following year the paper was sold to a 

stock company, moved to Montgomery, and placed under 

the editorial control of A. Williruns and Samuel Hender

son, the latter being pastor at Tuskegee. In the same 

year the paper was moved from Mont-

THE SOlITH- gomery to Tuskegee. Shortly before 

WESTERN BAPTIST. the outbreak of hostilities, in 1861, 

the paper was purchased by the Ala-

bama Convention, Dr. Henderson continuing as editor. 

Publication was continued under great difficul ties untiJ. 

the close of the War. Dr. Henderson was a secessionist 

of the most vigorous and pronounced. type, and w~ the 

federal authorities assumed control of affairs in Ala

~ama, he was forbidden to issue the paper, and placed 

under a ~20,OOO bond not to do so. For eight years fol

lowing Alabama was 'without a Bc:\.ptist pc~per. Dr. Hen

d.erson was a Confeder2.te patriot and a scholar" a preacher 

of great gifts, and a clear, forcible writer. For a 

period of years he made his paper one of the most in

fluential religious journals in the entire South. 

Dr. William C. Buck, who for so many years was 

edi tor of The B2,p~'i st Bccnner and West·srn Pioneer, in 

1859 established The Baptist Correspondent, at Harion, 

Alabama. He was aS3iat0d by his son, C. W. Buck. The 

paper was well edited, and c~ontinued foI' three years; 
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but was discontinued during the Civil War. 

Of the two veteran papers, The Religious Herald of 

Virginia and The Christian Index of Georgia, little 

need be said further than has already been brought out 

in showing their policy and contribution. William Sands 

THE RELIGIOUS 

HERALD. 

continued in charge of The Herald 

throughout the entire period, though 

from 1857 to his retirement in 1865 

his position was largely nominal, Dr. 

Shaver having become associate editor, owing to Sands' 

feeble health. The Herald during all these years held 

a steady, constructive, conservative course, and rendered 

great service to the cause of the Baptists in Virginia. 

Georgia was given another paper in 1860 by Jesse 

M. Wood amd H. C. Hornady, published at Atlanta. The 

original title of the paper was The Landmark Banner and 

Cherokee Bapti st, but in July, 1861, when loss of support 

forced ret renchment, the paper was issued in smaller 

form, and the ti tle changed to read The Banner and Bap

tist. Ivlr. Wood followed Gr2.ves in his "Landmark" con

tention, vigorously opposing The Index. Both editors 

were native Georgians, and both men of education. Mr. 

Wood is described as a man of strong character, with 

strong likes and dislikes. Later James Nathan Ells 

became chief edi tor , with H. C. Hornady, J. U. Wood, 
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A. C. Dayton, and D. p. Everett of Florida, as associ

ates. This was a strong staff, and had it not been for 

the War t he paper might have prosp&r~d. It was an in

auspicious time for the founding of a paper, yet its 

supporters manage d to keep it alive during the whole of 

the War, but were forced to give up the venture when 

peace was restored, after a hard struggle to re-estab-

1 i ah it. 

Dr. Joseph S. Baker bec2~e editor of The Christian 

Index in 1843. That Dr. Baker was an excellent journal

iet none can doubt. But one is at a loss to understand 

the man's psycho10gy--his point of view. Though a man 

of undoubted piety, thoroughly acquainte d with Baptist 

history and practices, and a trench,"nt and vigorous 

writer, he was given to fault-finding 

THE CHRISTIAN to a most regrettable extent. Fre-

INDEX. qu~mtly he would rail at his brethren 

of the press in an unaccountable man

ner, much to their uneasiness and chagrin. Yet he was 

a sound thinker, and his policy was distinctly eonstruct

ive. In December, 1844, Henry Keeling became associate 

editor, he and Dr. Baker dOing the editorial work, while 

the business m:-.nagen'.ent was in the hands of an executive 

con;rni t tee. The editorial mantle fell upon B. 11 • Sanders, 

chairman of this executive committee, in 1848, and he 
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conducted the paper with marked ability for one year. In 

1840 the paper had been transferred from Washington to 

Penfie ld, the orig inal 9i te 0 f Me rcer tIni vcrsi ty" 0 f 

which Dr. John L. D2~g had become president in 1844. Dr. 

Dagg in 1850 assumed editorial charge of The Index" in 

addi tion to his duties as president of ~.rer :;er" and under 

his wise management the p?per was not only self-sustain

ing" but brought a substantial profit to the convention. 

On account of increasing age and infinnities Dr. Dagg gave 

up hi s task in 1855 to T. B. Martin, who one year later, 

January, 1856, was succeeded by Joseph Walker. The paper 

was now moved to Macon, th.e convention having decided 

that it would oe of greater influence if published in a 

large city. Mr. Walker continued as editor for over 

two years, and for a brief time after his resignation 

Dr. Sylvell'ter Landrum" of sainted memory, who was greatly 

interested in the success of The Index, served as editor 

until the services of Dr. E. W. Warren were secured. 

Dr. Warren, who was in his day one of the most famous 

preache rs of Georgia, served for less than a year, v'Then, 

in 1859, Rev. Samuel Boykin became editor. Not since 

the resignat ion of Editor Baker had The Index been in 

the hdnds of a journalist, properly speakingj all those 

mentioned above to the time of Boykin were pressed into 

service because of the exegencies of the situation, and 



92 

did not leave any lasting impression by reason of their 

edi torial labors. Boykin, however" possessed a high 

order of journalistic ability. The paper grew rapidly 

in favor, so that in 1861 he was enabled to purchase 

it from the Convention, becoming sole ol"mer and editor. 

He strugg led desperately to keep the paper alive during 

the War, but was forced to abandon it in 1865. Sub

eect"Uently he sold the pl?..nt to J. J. Toon" who trans

fu.::ed it to Atlmta" where it continues to be published. 

In Hissouri efforts to sustain a Baptist paper proved 

futile during this period. The Uissouri Baptist, men

tioned in the preceding chapter, was merged with The 

Illinois Baptist in an effort to save both papers, but 

in vain. The enterprise was abandoned in 1844. The 

Western Watcrunan was begun four years 

IN later as the successor of The Mis-

lviIS30TJRI. souri Baptist, but soon succumbed. 

Files of these papers have not been 

preserved. In 1860 Dr. S. H. Ford, who had been asso

ciated· wi th John L. Waller in edi ting The Western Bap

tist Review, began the publication of The Missouri Bap

tist anew, but was forced to ab~ndon it early in the War. 

Baptist growth in Louisiana was exceedingly slow 

during the first half of the nineteenth century. Yet 

the Domestic rU13ion Boe.rd "'las quick to recognize New 

Orleans as a strategic point, and made every effort to 

establish a strong church there. In 1853 J. R. Graves 
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was appointed by the Board as pastor at ~ew Orleans, and 

served to attract much attention through his paper to 

this undeveloped field. The year following, Rev. Han

son Lee, a distinguished educator und preacher, came to 

;,a. Lebanon, where he established The Louisiana Baptist. 

Ur. Lee was a man of excellent edu-

THE LOTJISIANA cation, and soon made his paper wide-

BAPTl ST. ly felt. He IDcde a lasting impression 

on the Baptists of Louisiana. On his 

death in 1862 Rev •. Frcnklin Courtney succeeded to the 

edi torship. !Jr. Courtney was likewise an educated man" 

having been a physician of high standing. He succeeded 

in keeping the paper alive until the close of the War, 

when he Bold it to Dr. A. S. Worrall, then president of 

I.it. Lebanon University, Louisiana. Courtney soon regained 

control of the paper" associating rJith himself Dr. W. E. 

Paxton, a noted writer and educator of the state. The 

Louisiana Baptist was small and unpretentious in size 

and appearance" but Dr. Courtney used it with much ef

fectiveness during these years to promote Baptist inter

est s in t hats t at e • 

Of con8i~ul~ less importance was The Southwest-

ern Baptist Chronicle, afterwards The New Orleans Bap

tist Chronicle. It was begun in 1847 by .Lilt. William C. 

Duncan the year after he came to New Orleans, but was 



94 

suspende d in 1850 on account of Dr. Duncan I s failing 

health. In 1853 the paper was revived and changed to 

The New Orleans Baptist Chronicle. Dr. Duncan was as

sisted by his brother, Alexander Duncan, a prominent 

layman and Sunday school worker. The paper was im

proved, and an effort was made to put it on a paying 

basiS, but in 1855 it was forced to suspend.· 

The Missiosippi Baptist Convention determined in 

1857 to have a denominational organ of its ovm, having 

heretofore depended largely on The Alabama Baptist, with 

a correspondent for The Baptist Banner and Western Pioneer 

supplying a medium of news and announcements. Rev. J. T. 

THE HI SSI SSI PPI 

BAPTI 8T • 

Freeman, president of the convention 

that year, was appointe dedi tor, and 

The Mississippi Baptist was established 

at Jackson. Mr. Freeman, before his 

conversion, had been the editor of a political paper, 

hence was not without experience in journalistic work. 

His efforts proved highly acceptable to the Baptists of 

the state, and the paper exerted a great deal of in

fluence, standing for sound doctrine and denominational 

progress along all lines, serving as a medium of general 

intelligence among the churches. The paper was flour

ishing at the outbreak of the War, when it was forced 

to cease publication. 
---- -------------

• ?axtdin, "A History of the Baptists of La.," pp. 528-30. 
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As already noted J The Baptist Telegraph of Florida, 

begun in 1847 J soon failed. An effort was made in 1860 

by Revs. N. H. Bailey and W. N. Chaudoin to found a Flor

ida Baptist paper J but nothing came of the attempt. Not 

until 1873 did Florida succeed in getting a denominational 

organ. 

The Texas Baptist was started at Anderson, Texas J 

in 1855 J with Rev. Geo. W. Baines as editor •• No files 

are discoverable. The paper continued in existence until 

forced to suspend by the Civil War. 

F. S. G. Watson began the publication of The Arkan

sas Bapti at in 1859. I t continued wi th inadequate sup

port until 1861. 

C. R. Hendrickson began in 1850 the publication at 

Elizabeth City, North Caro1ina J of a vigorous semi-monthly 

styled The Baptist Messenger. In 1859 the name was 

changed to The Baptist Telescope J Mr. Hendrickson re

maing editor. It suffered the fate of nearly all its 

contemporaries at the beginning of the War. 

The Baptist Champion J a small controversial sheet J 

was begun by Joseph Walker at Macon J Georgia, in 1859 J 

but soon succurr,bed. 

,. 

A few other journalistic enterprises were undertaken 

in this period by Baptists J but were short-livedJ of no 

inf1uence J and so scarcely worthy of mention here. 

--- ._---._-------
* Newman, itA Century of Bapti st Achi evement J" p. 274. 
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In August, 1847, there appeared the prospectus of 

The Family Guardian, to be published at Richmond, Vir

ginia, "a semi-monthly newspaper devoted to the interests 

of Sunday §ch.Q.Q.!L Educa~.1.Qn and Religious Literature. n 

It is interesting to note this as the beginning of 

Southern Baptist publications in which Sunday school in

terests are given a paramount place. 

It was with great difficulty that the promoters of 

the Southern Baptist Sunday School Union effected its 

organization~ and when, after much opposition, success 

crovmed their efforts, they began in 1860 the publica

tion of The Christian'a Friend, a Sunday school ffionthly. 

It was pronounced "a paper of high intrinsic worth, wortly 

of patronage, and well adapted to Sabbath schools." * 

Sm.fMARY. 

An oft-used expression of writers of this period 

is that it is"the age of the press." By 1865 journalism 

had ·come into its own. The great names in the history 

of secular journalism appear during this era--James Gordon 

Bennett of The New York Herald, Horace Greely ~f The 

New York Tri bune, Wi lliem M. Swain of The Philadelphia 

Ledger, and others. With the railroad, the steamboat, 

and the electric telegraph a marvelous new era in journ-

* The Baptist Telescope, April 4, 1860. 
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alism was begun. In 1835 the penny press was originated. 

The journalists of the United St8tes became the most pow

erful factor~ in its politics. Fortunes were made in 

great independent newspaper enterprises. Journalism be-

CONTI NUED 

MULTIPLICATION. 

came a distinct profession, drawing 

into its service by its romanticism 

and the unlimited opportunity af-

forded for genius many of the most 

brilliant writers and thinkers of this country. The 

Associated Press had its origin in 1846, and has had a 

history of continuous development from that time to the 

modern newspaper period,-- one of the most marvelous or

ganizations in the world. Newspapers of every descrip

tion sprang into exL:tence until they became literally 

innumerable. All sorts of cheap li terature began to be 

produced. Truly, it was "the age of the press."· 

It is but natura~ therefore, that the number of re

ligious journals should have greatly increased during 

these twenty years. It was a period in which great 

issues were agitating the public mind, and not the least 

of these issues was religion. The MethOdists particular

ly were contesting every inch of the Southern territory, 

boldly advocating their views, and unhesitatingly de

nouncing and ridiculing the Baptists. The Presbyterians 

likewJse became aggressive, and in some states the fol-

• Frederick Hudson, "Journalism in the U. S." Chapts.27-35. 
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lowers of Campbell struggled mightily to overthrow the 

Baptist cause to their own advantage. In all this the 

press was a chief weapon of attack; hence Baptists felt 

called upon to defend the fa: th by the same means as 

was being used to attack it. Another reason for increase 

of Baptist papers was the constant internecine contro

versy which lasted throughout this period. 

(1) Controversy. The predominant note of practical

ly all Baptist papers from the formation of the 6onven

tion to the Civil War was controversy. Much of this 

controversial writing was directed againt Pedobaptists, 

but still a great deal was within the denorrdnation. For 

the first time the Baptist press began 

CONTENTS. to crea~ opinion, not simply reflect 

it. Many of the issues which from 

this time onward confronted the denomination were crea-

tions of the Baptist press. 

(2) News. The news service was greatly improved. 

A few editors caught the real journalistic spirit and 

endeavored to cOllect and interpret the news of the de

nomination and of the religicus world. 

(3) MLsicns. All tQ) little interest was manifest

ed by press and people alike in foreign missions. Home, 

or domestic miSSions, on the other hand, received much 

attention from the papers. Missions among the Indians, 
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the Negroes, and the inhabitants of the undeve loped 

states of the South, were fostered and greatly encour

aged by most of the papers. 

(4) Education. It is a significant fact that sev

eral of the leading edi tors of this period were like-

wi se noted educators. Every encouragement was i;iven to 

education and a number of denominational schools and 

colleges were founded and supported largely through the 

publicity given to them by the papers. It is gratify

ing to note that the press was a uni t in the support 

of Sunday schools. 

(5) Li terature. The term "li terature" in its best 

sense can scarcely be applied to the great mass of vai t

ing which filled the Baptist papers of this period. How

ever, the poetry is less of doggerel, and the stories far 

more healthful and wholesome. The features of chief 

lierary worth are the expository esaays and sketches, 

many of which give evidence of scholarship and original 

thought. The editorial mc'_tter is for the most part con

troversial, of mom~~tary interest, ane so worthless as 

1i terat ure • 

(6) Politics. I\lany of the pe.pers displc'cyed a keen 

interest in politics. Their attitude during the cri:;is 

which culrninated in war was that of consistent loyalty 

to the principle which became the South's watch-word--
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"Equal rights, or independence." What of the Northern 

Baptist press? The following from !be Herald of Vir

ginia is in answer: "Not the least unhopeful aspect 

of the present crisis, is the tome of the religious 

press generally throughout the North. The spirit of 

alienation and discord seemsto possess it. If the 

clouds that darken the land are not to pass over us as 

a disquieting shadow, but to break upon us as a desolat

ing storm, that press will be largely answerable for 

the failure of counsels looking to conciliation, or; 

when this hope fails, to peace. Its influence tends to 

cast the country loose from the restraints of justice 

and moderation. It brandishes the sword, where it should 

wave the olive branch. It t reads under f :ot the re -kind

ling torch of sympathy between the sections, and tramples 

it out. Alas, that such things should be, among the fol

lowers of Him who hung upon the cross, but reared it not 

for othe rs ~"'" Hovrever true such a spiti t may have been 

of the Northern press, it was certainly not so of South

~n Baptist journals. They were loyal to the South in 

every expression, but were conciliatory in tone, and 

did everything possible to avert war. Some were not in 

favor of slavery as an institution, but held that it was 

justified as a temporary expedient until emancipation 

could be procured on conditione that would not be dis-

* The Religigus nerald, Feb. 21, 1861. 
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aatrous, financially and socially, to the South; others 

justified slavery unconditionally, both from reason and 

from Scripture. A few opposed the thought of separation; 

the majority were for seceSSion, and advocated it boldly. 

none was for war, nor can we find more than occasional 

lnflar .• matory utterances, and these are direct~ against 

the "abo li tioni sts" as a fana ti cal party, not represent

ative of the North as a whole. 

These twenty years witnessed some gratifying suc

cesses in Baptist newspaper enterprises, as well as many 

deplorable fai lures. The reasons for success are not 

easily discoverable; the reasons for failure are more 

SUCCESS AND 

FAILURE. 

apparent. The wonder i s that so 

many continued to. survive to or 

throughout the War. In the case of 

one· or two papers success was the re

sult of the personali ty and propag anda of a single man. 

In the majority of cases success was due to (1) a suf

ficiently large field, without competition; (2) good 

business management separate from the edi torial depa.rt

ment i (3) a constructive e di torial policy; (4) fresh 

denominational news and interesting, attractive cor

respondence. Some papers survived that were devoid of 

these requisites, but it was a sort of life in death. 

Had not the War come, discontinuance in many cases would 
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have been inevi table. Poor business m<'.nagement, lack of 

a field sufficient to su~_,port the publication, lack of 

real service to the denomination and so adequate e~-

cuse for exi steLce, doomed many papers to the grave. The 

multiplici ty of secular papers and their increasing 

cheapness were also a contributing cause to failure. 

The experiment of convention ownership was made in sever

al instances, with varying success, but for the most part 

the results were disappointing. 

Yet the service rendered by the denominational press 

during thi B peri od is of inest imable val ue • It brought 

a measure of unity that could never have been obtained 

without its assistance. Over-insist-

CONTRIBUTIO N. ence upon certain debated points, it 

is true, brought discord at times, but 

in the end it served a great purpose--the ail' was clear

ed and a sounder basis for true union established. The 

service of the press to denominational institutions 

proved invaluable. The stamp of the great edi tors of 

the f~rties and fifties on the Baptists of the South 

will be long in di sappe aring • 



CHAPTER FIVE. 

RECONSTRUCTION AND PROGRESS. 

" 1864 ~ 

"All hail to the new year~ 
"He comes clad in mourning, but he shall put off 

his weeds and yet wear the smile of gladness. He finds 
us a people stricken and distressed by the ravages of 
war, but he will leave us a land smiling with hope and 
joy. 

"Sorrow endureth for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning; the night of our sorrow is 

FROM THE passing away, and the g lory-light of 
success will soon beam on our country. 

CHRISTIAN INDEX, "Not in vain has been all our 
struggles; not in vain our sacrifices; 

JANUARY 8, 1864. not in vain our fixed determination to 
be free. Never shall it be said that 
the bones of our glorious dead moulder 

in vain--that their hearts' blood flowed but to make us 
the tamer in the presence of insolent conquerors~ 

"Never ~ Never~ 
"While the incense of a hundred battle fieldS as

cend;} to heaven, a sacred holocaust to Southern liberty J 

independence and valor; while that proud spirit which 
ever existed in the Southern Cavalier's bosom still burns 
and blazes; while wives and husbands and little ones re
main to be defended; while arms are left to wield the 
sword and unblanc)d hearts to guide our counCils, never 
rill it be said that Southerners yielded to the base in
vaded 

"But it may be that we shall have a sea of trouble 
yet to pass through. Our only course will be to go for
ward. He who led I srael through the Red Se.a has sur
rounded us with such difficulties as force us onward 
th:cough a sea of blood and suffering to the promised land. 
Ahead of us still gleams that pillar of fire which ever 
yet has lit up our hearts with hope and encouragement-
success and independence still lure us on to victory. 

"Behind us are the red-handed pursuers with subjuga
tion and desolation in their rear; on each side devasta
tion, banishment and thralldom, worse than Egyptian bond
age, await us. Nought remains for us but to fight for 
freed-om till freedom is achieved, as achieved it wi 11 be I 
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For Freedom's battle oft begun, 
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son, 
Tho' baffled oft, is ever won. 

--Byron. 

"0 ye Southerners, arise in your might and let the 
would-be Oespot see who it is he dares attempt to subju
gate! And ye, while your hearts are all iron and your 
nerves all steel, forget not that God is your help-
that He it is who will trample down your foes for you~ 
Go to Him in meekness and in penitence and from His coun
cils shall issue orders for your enfranchisement. Let 
self-aggrandizement cease, and let our country claim all 
our hearts. By deeds of glory that shall rival Marathon 
and Thermopylae, wnench victory from a cruel foe. Let 
1864 prove, indeed, the year of our deliverance. Then 
shall we prove ourselves worthy sons of worthy sires, and 
fit for freedom's wreath of glory. 

"In characters of living light let 1864 be written 
upon our nation's history, as the year wherein we forgot 
all else but our country's good and for her welfare sur
rendered all our wealth, our comfort and ourselves. 

"Hail, then, l864! To your faithfulness and honor 
and valor and patriotism a nation commits its destiny." 

"Hail to l865--Its Counsels. 

"All hai 1 to the young year~ 
"What bring you to us, young year? Do you come 

with jOyous presage of Victory and success on your beam
ir~ countenance? Or do sad auguries of evil becloud 
your youthful face? Do you bring us jOy and happiness, 

victory and glory, triumph and in
dependence? Do you bring cessation 

FROM THE from cruel and bloody strife--an end 
to scars and wounds and agony and 

CHRISTIAN INDEX, death--a conclusion to exposure, hard
ships, midnight marches and gnawing 

JAmJARY 5, 1865. hunger--a termination to heart aches, 
tears, disappointments and sad separ
ations? Or do you come laden with C08-

tinued war and weeping and wailing? Do you bring us the 
cannon's roar, the fierce onset, the shriek, the groan, 
the sulphurous smoke, the rushing, blood-red tide of 
battle sweeping remorselessly over homes and hearts and 
hopes, and crushing out the life of our young nation
ality? Do you bring us more orphanage, more widowhood 
--more sickness, more sorrow, more distress--more devas
tation? 
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"Do you bring black drapery wherewith to garb our 
heavens; or the glorious sunshine of jOy for the nation's 
great heart? Whatever you bring, we welcome you never
theless--ALL HAIL TO YOU~ 

"From amid the stars on the midnight breeze comes 
sweeping down from the orient heavens the response:--

"I come from the courts of Omnipotence with such 
as He chooses to send. I do, indeed, bring you trials 
and troubles--bloodshed and agony--sorrow and distress. 
I lift up for you still the banner-flag of freedom, be
neath whose folds you are to march through blood and sug
fering to victory and renown. Learn the lessons which 
the History of the Past teaches~n 

"Duties of the Hour. 

"We see scattered all around us in the wildest con
fusion the wrecks of our former fortunes. The flowing 
tide of prosperity, upon which we have been borne, has 
suddenly ebbed and left us wrecked upon the beach. 

"This is true, not only of our secular prosperi ty, 
but also to some extent as churches. The business man 

paused for only a moment to look upon 
FROM THE the ruin that lay [·,.t his feet, then 

with a 'heart for every fate,' laid 
CHRISTIAN INDEX, hold, and with a resolution and energy 

cownensurate with the task to be per-
NOVEMBER 9, formed, went to work. 

"Men of God, what shall we do? 
1865. 'The children of this world are wiser 

in their generation than the children 
of light.' Come then and let us take 

a lesson from them. Did you ever see such business 
energy displayed? No man sits down now to weep over his 
misfortunes, none despair of rebuilding themselves. 
Every facility is sought, every method adopted which is 
-likely to insure success. Doe s the spirit of the age 
demand new methods of business, enlarged views, a wider 
enterprise? the demand is met. Does it require new com
binations, a larger outlay of means, or new channels of 
business, or all of these? Then are they at once adopted. 
Work~ Work~ WORK~ ~ is the practice of everyone. No 
one dreams of success without labor, and if he has not 
all the facilities at hand which he may desire, he uses 
such as he has; if he can't do much he does a little. qe 
begins and asks for help to do what he fails to do by 
himself--and thus we are a6~nished at the progress made 
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--the results greatly surpass the means which seem to be 
at hand. 

"Here then is our example--here is our starting 
pOint. The times, the age demand new energies--the des
olate condition of many of our churches calls for new 
vigor, more fervent prayer, enlarged contributions, a 
vigorous cooperation of all the pious elements of the 
churches. " 

These editorials, the first two from the pen 

of Samuel Boykin, the last from J. J. Toon, te 11 the 

story of 1864 and 1865. By the da17n of 1865 hope de

ferred had made the Southern heart sick. Despair began 

to settle over the South. Mercifully, the end came 

quickly. Richmond fell on the third 

RECONSTRUCTION. of April. General Lee, with his 

starving army, now cut down to thirty

five thousand men, after a last desperate attempt to es-

cape, found himself hopelessly cut off, and on April 9 

the despairing Confederates raised the whi te flag of sur-

render. 

The desolation and ruin that the returning Confed

erate soldiers met on every hand is indescribable. The 

conditions and problems that they faced were appalling. 

The South was utterly poverty-stricken. Men who, before 

the War, were rich and pro3perous, now found themselves 

penniless. Every house was a house of mourning for loved 

one who would never returm. The country lay devastated, 

the cities and farms alike in ruins. The schools were 
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broken up, churches in many cases destroyed, preachers 

and congreg a tions scattered. In the face of such a si t

uation as this these Baptist heroes of the Reconstruc

tion period turned their fa.ces towards the future, and 

led by men auch as the edi tors of The Christian Index, 

The Religious Herald, and The Biblical Recorder, com

menced the work of re-organization, rebuilding, re-enliSr 

ment. There was no gloomy holding of the hands in de

spair. With a courage no less than Lee'a or Jackson's 

or Davis', with a faith in God that over-leaped every 

barrier, Jeter, Dickinson, Toon, Shaver, Butler, Tucker, 

and Huffham--nrunes that ought ever to be enshrined in 

the hearts of Southern Baptists--set themselves to the 

task of gathering the scattered Baptist forces, inspir

ing into the downcast new hope and courage, and build-

ing upon the ruins of the Lost Cause a New South and a 

new Southern Baptist orgunization. 

Nowhere, perhaps, was there greater devastation 

than in Richmond, Virginia, the home of The Religious 

Herald. The last issue of The Herald appeared on Feb

ruary 9, 1865, two months before Richmond'a evacuation. 

Not until the fo~ lowing October was its publication re

sumed. In concluding the edi torial of greeting "To the 

Patrons and Friends of The Religious Herald," Dr. Jeter 

says: 
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"***We live in an eventful period. We are just 
emerging from a great revolution, and a fearful civil 
war, with an almost entire change in our social condi
tion. Many new and important questions, affecting our 
aocial intercourse, and our religious interests, must 
grow out of this change in our relations. Our inter
course with Northern Christians must be maintained only 
80 far as it can be done consistently with our self
respect, and the consciousneK~-l of the rectitude of our 
past course. Let us be firm~ in the support of our 
principles and in the vindication of our character; 
but kind, conciliating and forbaaring towards those who 
reproach us. Our duties to the freedmen, we have stated 
in another place. 

"To repair the mischiefs and desolation brought on 
our country by the late unfortunate war shall be our 
earnest endeavor. Our Southern institutions must be fos
tered. Our seminaries of learning, li terary and theolog
ical; our miSSions, foreign and d~lestio' our Sunday
sohools, and our publication schemes, ali are entitled 
to our liberal support, and shall have the zealous and 
Wlintermitted advocacy of this paper. All information 
promotive of their intsrests, and all considerate appeals 
on their behalf, shall find ready admittance into our 
oolumns •• " 

"The prinCiples by which we will be guided in con
ducting The Herald, may be briefly set forth: It shall 
be our aim to preserve a kind, frank, conciliatory and 
independent spirit in our intercourse with the readers 
and correspondents of the paper. They will be our friemds 
and patrons, and entitled to our unvarying courtesy. We 
must, however, prefer truth to popularity, and useful
ness to profit. All offensive personalities, and un
profitable discussions, will be carefully excluded from 
our columns. Accepting the present political status of 
the country, we will advocate submission to legitimate 
authority, and seek to heal sectional dissension, and re
store a friendly intercourse between all parts of our 
COmmon country; avoiding the disoussion of politics, ex
cept so far as they may affect the interest of morality 
and religion. We do not expect to be guided by public 
opinion, except so far as courtesy may require, but by 
the dictates of our oym judgment. We will permit our 
opinions to be controverted; but not by every scribbler 
who may wish to employ our columns for the diffusion of 
his crude notions, or to gain notoriety. We shall be 
pacific and conservative in our course; but, by no means, 
tame and submissive. We shall keep our sword in its scab
bard; but shall be ready to draw it, and wield it with 
auch strength as we may, to r':;pe1 aggression, or to vin
dicate truth. II • 

• The Religious Her::.ld, October 19, 1865. 
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With resolute purpose these Baptist heroes set about 

the work of denominational and religious reconstruction. 

With a spirit such as is breathed in the above they 

faced the tasks of re-organization, rebuilding of houses 

of worship, gathering together the scattered Baptist 

flocks, providing preaching for destitute communi ties, 

caring as best they could for the helpless, healing the 

wounds of bitterness caused by the four years of fratri

cidal strife, finding and defining their duty towards the 

four millions of slaves now set free and for oed as the 

pOlitioal equals of their masters upon the people of the 

South by the conquering arm of the North. Soon order 

began to emerge from ohaos, and with courage and wisdom 

such as cannot but excite our highest admiration, these 

Baptist leaders set themselves steadily to the tasks, 

not only of reoonstruction, but of constructive progress. 

An editorial in The Religious Herald of December 14, 

1865, on "Reoonstruction," makes truly inspiring reading: 

"***That there is a sad and general disorganization 
or enfeeblement of our churches and religious societies, 
none can deny or doubt. Large di8triots of oountry, in 
this State, in whioh, before the war, ohurches, Sunday 
schools, and Associations for the diffusion of Christian
ity were numerous and flourishing, are now moral wastes. 
Houses ereoted for the worship of God have been burned, 
pulle~wn or rendered unfit for usej churches and Sun
da" s<1hools have been soattered--and almost every ves
tige of organized Christiani ty has disappeared. This 
description is true of the Peninsula". bounded by the 
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James and York rivers, and extending from Richmond to 
Old Point Comfort; and what is true of thi s reg ion is 
equally true of other portions of Virginia, and,. indeed, 
of large terri tories in every Southern State. Nor has 
the moral blight of the war been limi ted to the tracts 
of country which have been desolated by the presence of 
annies. The whole land has been impoverished, paralyzed 
and prostrated by the war; and our religious institutions 
have experienced their full share of these evils. But 
we need not dwell on this gloomy topic--our readers have 
received from their own observation and experience a 
more vivid impression of the moral desolation arounf them 
than our feeble pen can possibly impart. 

II What can be done to reconstruct our Chri stian in
ati.tutions? to restore our beloved Southern country to 
its former religious prosperity? 

"We must not yield to despondency. God has ohastised, 
but not forsaken us. Our afflictions are equally marks 
of his love and displeasure. They should fill us alike 
with gratitude and repentanoe. In the furnaoe of af
fliction, God prepares his people for usefulness. It is 
doubtful whether any man, or any people, were ever en
nobled and fitted for eminent suooess without passing 
through the fire. Be of good cheer, Christians. God is 
your Father. He has your cause, and the oause of the 
church, in his hands, and it cannot fail. A brighter day 
awai ts us. Watch, and pray, and labor, and wait, and 
hope--'in due season you shall reap if you faint not.' 

"Do you inquire, What can we db to promote the oause 
of Christ? Let the members of scattered ohurches come 
together again. They may be few, poor, feeble and oast 
down. No matter. In the name of Christ, let them as
semble, and unfurl his banner. If they have a pastor, 
they should gather around him, and strengthen his hands. 
To support him, they should practioe eoonomy, and con
tribute unitedly, sytematically, and liberally. It is 
surprising how much may be accomplished by combination 

·and a resolute purpose. Mole-hills become mountains be
fore the irresolute, and mountains become mOle-h11ls be
fore the energetic. You are oalled to labor and make 
saorifioes for him whO, 'though he was rich, became poor, 
that ye through his poverty might be rich.' If you have 
no pastor, and oannot obtain one, hold regular prayer 
meetings--preaoh yourselves--exhort your children and 
neighbors with tears in your eyes to turn to God. De
termine to do the best you oan to rebuild the Lord's house 
If you have no pastor, and no house of worship, have, 
at least, a Sunday sohool. -Procure a sohool room, or a 
shanty, or a parlor, and oall together the children, that 
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you may instruct them in the word of God •..• 
"Upon our mini sters rest s a so lemn responsi bili ty 

in this crisis. Let there be no needless complaining 
among them. They should willingly bear their full share 
of the privations of the times, and bear them manfully. 
They should waste no time in lQoking for inviting spheres 
of labor. They may lift up their eyes, and behold the 
f1~lds already white to the harvest. Let them work-
work all the time--work in humble dependence on God. 
If need be, let them hold the plow with one hand, and the 
Bible with the other. Paul was probably never more use
ful than when he supported himself by tent-making. We 
need ministers who, in theepirit and power of Elijah 
Baker, shall rebuild the churches which he founded, in 
the now desolated Peninsula belOW Richmond--miniaters 
richly imbued with the apostoliC spirit, willing to tOil, 
make sacri fices and suffer in the Redeemer's C2.use --min
isters, who, as burning and shining lights shall go every
where to enlighten, warm and bless their sin-blinded and 
peri shing race. 

"Brethren, we are called to do a great work. Our 
churches, our Sunday schools, our missionary associa
tions, our literary institutions, must all be recon
structed. Let us commence to work promptlY--~"1d prose
cute it diligently, faithfully, and in humble, cheerful 
dependence on God. In this sublime, God-like work, our 
greatest need is piety, earnest, consiatent, aggressive 
piety. We need pious pastors--pious missi .inaries and 
colporteurs--we all need to be baptized afresh in the 
spirit of our divine Master .•.• And, lastly, we owe it to 
the Redeemer, who has cleansed us in his precious blood, 
that his cause ahall suffer no detriment at our hEmds for 
lack of heartiness, diligence, fidelity and perseverance 
in its support. Listen ~ who it is that says, "Be thou 
fai thful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life." 

Is it any wonder that with a spirit such as this 

animating the Baptist press, which alone could reach the 

masses of the people at such a time of confusion--is it 

any wonder that preacher and layman alike responded wfth 

reconsecrated lives and sacrificial spirits to advance 

the Baptist cause? 
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So far as the writer has been able to ascertain no 

Southern Baptist journal continued publication without 

interruption from 1861-5. The great majority suspended 

publication on or soon after the beginning of hostili

ties. A few struggled on into '82 and '63, and five con

tinued to the clo~e of the War,--The Index of Georgia, 

The Herald of Virginia, The Recorder of Kentucky, The 

Biblical Recorder of North Carolina, and The Southwestern 

Baptist of Alabama. The Western Recorder was forced to 

suspend from July 13, 1861, to October 31, 1863, but 

continued uninterrupted publication thereafter. The 

suspension of the other four occurred at or near the 

close of the War. 

Finding himself unable to revive The Index, Samuel 

Boykin sold the subscription lists and good will of the 

paper to J. J. Toon, who began its re-publication in 

Atlanta, November 9, 1865. In the first issue of the 

v 

new series he announces that "measures 

are in progress to secure a pilot THE CHRISTIAN 

INDEX. whose name, when announced, will give 

assurance that whatever storms may 

arise the good ship will be skilfully handled and that 

all will be right."· But the finding of such a "pilot" 

proved a difficult matter. The services of Dr. H. H. 

Tucker were secured for a period of six months, at the 

* The Christian Index, Jan. 8, 1866. 
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close of which time the paper was again upon the hands 

of the proprietor, Mr. Toon. In the meantime Dr. Hender

son, having been forbidden by the federal authorities to 

issue The Southwestern Baptist of Alabama, turned the 

subscription books over to The Index, which now assumed 

the title, The Christian Index and Southwestern Baptist. 

After a short interval Dr. W. T. Brantly, Jr., was in

duced to take the editorship, but he too surrendered the 

task after six months of editorial labor. In 1867 Dr. 

David Shaver became editor, continuing as such until 1874. 

Dr. Shaver had for years been associate editor of The 

Herald of Virginia, and when the staff of that paper was 

reorganized after the War he continued to serve as senior 

editor. Dr. Shaver brought to his task much valuable ex

perience, which, combined with his extraordinary talents 

as journalist and writer, made him one of the leading 

editors of the time, and gave to The Index a place of 

commanding importance, not alone in Georgia, but in ad

jacent Southern states. Considering the difficulties 

which beset both editor and publisher in this recon

struction period, it can with all fairness be said that 

at no time in the history of The Index was it more ably 

edited than during these seven years of Dr. Shaver's 

serVice, nor perhaps was its influence ever more power

ful. 
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The circulation of The Index had by the close of 

Dr. Shaver1s term of service been greatly increased, be

cause of the intrinsic worth of the paper, and also be

cause of the great territory for which it became the 

chief Baptist organ. We have noted the consolidation 

of The Southwestern Bapti at of Alabama with The Index 

in 1865. In April, 1872, The Christian Herald of Ten

nessee, which had been established in 1866 by J. M. D. 

Cates, was united with The Index, having been compelled 

to abandon publication through lack of support. "To the 

interests of this new field, " writes Dr. Shaver, "we 

address ourselves with unfeigned zeal. The General Ass~ 

eiations of Middle Tennessee and North Alabama we place 

side by side with the Baptist State Conventicns of Ala

bama, Georgia and Florida ••.• With this accession of ter

ritory (if the will of the brethren confirms it), there 

are in the field of our paper 250,000 Baptists. As our 

thoughts rest on their number we are profoundly impressed 

with a sense of the responsibility of the journal which 

seeks, if not to guide their-counsels, yet to combine 

their energies."* 

In April, 1873, Dr. Shaver had attempted to resign 

as editor, but in June, after the Convention had endorsed 

in strongest terms his edit~rial services, he resumed 

the task.** With him were now associated Rev. D. E. 

* The Christian Index, April 18, 1872. 
** Ibid, January 19, 1873. 



115 

Butler and Dr. J. S. Lawton. At this time the proprietor

ohip of the paper passed from J. J. Toon to James P. Har

rison & Company. On April 23, 1874, Dr. Shaver turned 

over to his colleague, David E. Butler, the managing ed

itor's chair. 

For four years Dr. Butler guided The Index. While 

not so gifted a journalist as Dr. Shaver, he was a man 

of strong personality, of a practical rather than theo

logical turn of mind, and exerted a tremendous influence 

in denominational affairs. Cathcart says of him that since 

the War "-he has almost been the central figure around 

which Georgia Baptist interests have gravitated. As the 

friend of education and missions, the friend and supporter 

of Mercer and the Convention, he stands out in bold re

lief in the denomination."* 

On the retirement of Dr. Butler from the editorship 

of The Index, October 17, 1878, he was succeeded by Dr. 

H. H. Tucker. Dr. Tucker, it will be recalled, had 

served for a few months as editor of The Index in 1865, 

"just enough," he says, in his salutatory, "to convince 

him of the difficulty of his task, and not enough to 

inure him to its hardships, or to educate him to exper-

ience in it." ** But Dr. Tucker's modesty, character-

istic of the man, deceived none who knew him as to his 

real fitness for the task. He had been a leading educator 

* Cathcart, "Baptist Encyclopaedia," Vo. II, p. 1170. 
** The Christian Index, October 17, 1878. 
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of Georgia for many years, and from 1866 to 1871 had 

served wi th di stincti on as presi dent of l:Iercer Uni ver

sity. After an extensive European tour, he had re

turned home and served four years as chancellor of the 

University of Georgia. Thus equipped he entered upon a 

career of great usefulness and influence as editor of 

The Index, serving in this capacity with t~~ interrup

tions until his death. 

Somewhat after the manner of his predecessor, Dr. 

Butler, Dr. Tucke r did not wri te from the theo logi cal 

or ecclesiastical viewpoint. Carrying his scholarly 

habits of thought with him from the school room to the 

editor's office, his chief aim was to instruct, to make 

clear, to bring out the hidden meaning of things. Much 

of his editorial matter sparkles with vivacity. He 

would neither take a dull subject, nor write upon a 

gOOd subject with tediousness or dullness. He was con

stantly advocating some worthy denominational cause, and 

delighted to aid in movements that looked to practical 

ends of service for the helpless and needy. One instance 

may be noted illustrative of his practical turn of mind. 

An epidemic of small-pox broke out in the country near 

Atlanta, and Dr. Tucker, providing himself with the neces

sary vaccine and instruments, vaccinRted free of cost all 

whom he found willing to submit to the operation. He was 
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interested primarily in men, rather than dogma or doc

trine. During his long term of service The Index at

tained great populari ty among the Bapti sts of Georgia, 

and the influence of Dr. Tucker's policy on the denom

inational press, which had been too much inclined in the 

oppoai te di rection, was highly salutary. 

It was noted above that Dr. Tucker's connection with 

The Herald continued from 1878 to his death save for two 

interruptions. The first of these occurred in 1883. So 

powerfUl had The Index grown, and so attractive did the 

opportuni ty appear for making ita sti J.l greater in-

fl uence, that in 1882 Dr. M. B. Wharton and Dr. G. A. 

Nunnally purchased each a fourth interest in the business 

of the paper from James P. Harrison. Drs. Wharton and 

Nunnally then became edi tors and managers, associating 

with themselves the fon~er editor, Dr. Tucker, and that 

venerable veteran who had once before served so faith

fully and well, Dr. David Shaver. This made indeed a 

strong staff" and with great ambitions they set about 

making !he Index "the best Baptist paper in the South." 

Years before The Index had changed in form from the 

"blanket sheet" to a fi ve- and six-col unn quarto. Now 

a great improvement was made by having the paper printed 

in m2,gazine form, wi th sixteen pages of four colurnns 

each. The Florida Baptist" established in 1872, having 
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failed, The Index was adopted as the organ of that stat~ 

and vigorous efforts were put forth to secure its in

creased circulation in the three states which it served 

other than Georgia, that is, Alabama, Tennessee, and 

Florida. Though nominally an associate editor, H. H. 

Tucker, or "T", as he signed himself, was the editorial 

power of the paper. 

But once more was illustr2ted the impossibility of 

providing a Baptist paper that is better than Baptists 

demand. For a year The Index continued, typographically 

correct, neat and clean in appearance, full to overflow

ing with the cream of the news, replete with devotional 

reading, with vigorous, virile editorial matter, and well

conducted departments for Sunday echools, woman's work, 

etc. But the people were not willing to pay for it. By 

the spring of 1883 retrenchment became necessary. Dr. 

Nunnally found himself forced to sell his interest in 

the pape r, whi ch was boue; ht by J as. S. Lawton and Sam ue 1 

·Henderson. The proprietors were forced to dispense with 

the services of Dr. Tucker. "'No more "T" in The Index,' 

said one in our office. 'That is,' said another, 'no 

more Gunpowder "T"!' " •• 

While we miss the racy and enlivening editorials 

of Dr. Tucker for the next two years, still the ambition 

* The Chri sti an Inclex, May 10, 1883. 
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on the part of its editors and publishers to make The 

Index a religious journal of the highest rank was in 

large measure realized. During these two years Dr. M. 

B. Wharton was editor-in-chief, assisted by Drs. Samuel 

Henderson and David Shaver, and Revs. J. S. Lawton and 

Paul Mille r. 

Having been called to the pastorate of the First 

church of Montgomery, Alabama, Dr. Wharton retired from 

his post on The Index, December 11, 1884. mis inter

est was purchased ~ Rev. Harvey Hatcher, who now took 

charge of the paper, and called to his assistance Dr. 

H. H. Tucker, who, two years befofe, said that he "had 

laid down his pen forever," and who spoke of this last 

issue as his " editorial death-bed." 

"About a year and a half ago," he now writes, "in 

the providence {'f God, my labors (if that can be called 

labor which was my joy and my delight), were suspended, 

and now in that same providence, I am called on to re

sume my former position. I had learned to love my read

ers. Most of them, it is true, I have never seen, yet 

there seemed to be a tie that bound us tenderly together; 

and I have had many touching evidences that my a:fection

ate fee 1i ngs were re ciprocated. Now, after a period of 

absence, I return like a father to his children, desiring 

to clasp them all in one loving embrace. Grace be unto 
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you, and peace from God" our father" and from our Lord 

J e BUB C hr i s t ~ II ,. 

In 1887 James S. Lawton and James P. Harrison be-

came sole proprietors of The Index" and again thought to 

economize by dispensing with the services of Dr. Tucker. 

The Index" hovrever" did not prosper financially, and on 

December 27" 1888" Dr. Tucker took charge of the paper 

as sole e di tor and proprietor. J. C. McMichael was se-

cured as buei _.css mC:iDager. 

Dr. Tucker celebrated his seventieth birthday in 

May" 1889" and on September 9 following passed to his 
v 

eternal home. His death was the result of a sudden fall 

froIn the second story of his -residence in Atlanta. The 

Index for several issues following was filled with trib

utes from grief-stricken friends" testifying to the gre~ 

wmrth of the man and to the loss the denomination sus-

tained in his going. 

Dr. Tucker was survived by his widOW" from whom her 

husband's interest in the paper was purchased by J. C. 

McMichael" his business partner" and Dr. I. R. Branham 

was secured as temporary editor. On December 19" 1889" 

it was announced that there had been engaged as editors 

Dr. G. A. Nunnally J president of Mercer Uni versi ty, and 

at one time editor of The Index; Dr. Lansing Burrows, pas

tor of the Fi rst church" Augusta; and Dr. Henry McDonald, 

--------
* The Christian Index, January 1" 1885. 
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pastor of the Second church, Atlanta. This triumvirate 

represente d the highest scholarship and soundest Baptist 

thinking of Georgia. Under them yhe high standing of 

The Index was fUlly maintained. 

Mr. McMichael died intestate in 1895. By order of 

the court The Index was sold, and was bought by Dr. T. P. 
v 

Bell. Dr. Be 11 was assi sted by Dm. J. J. Van Ness until 

1900, when the latter became editorial secretary of the 

Sunday School Board. B. J. W. Graham then became joint 

editor with Dr. Bell, and The Index has continued under 

this management to the present time. It is owned by 

The Index Printing Company, which operates a genaral 

printing and book-selling bUliness. The business of the 

company has been conducted with remarkable ability. The 

stock last year (1913) yielded a handsome dividend, and 

the proposition was made to the Georgia Convention to 

take over the property in order that its profi ts might 

be dire cted into denominational channels. The Index 

ranks to-day among the very best of our Southern papers. 

The career of The Religious Herald of Virginia, since 

it resumed publication after the War, has not been so 

eventful as that of The Index. 

The Herald suspended publication with the issue of 

Thursday, December 29, 1864. On October 19, 1865, the 

p~per again made its appearance. The printing plant had 
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been destroyed in the fall of Richmond, but the subscrip

tion books had beEn saved. These, with the good-will of 

the paper, were purchased by Dr. J. B. Jeter and A. E. 

THE RELIGIO US 

HERALD. 

Dickinson, and Dr. David Shaver was 

retained as associate editor. William 

Sands, the founder of the paper, then 

retired from service, his death occur

ring three years later, August 30, 1868. 

In the issue of The Herald of September 10, 1868, the 

fOllowing worthy edi torial tri bute was paid him: 

liAs an edi tor he was remarkable, not for the bril
liancy of his thoughts or the elegance of his style, but 
for the soundness of his judgment, the wisdom of his 
counsels, the conservatism of his views, and the kind
ness of his spirit. Others might sow the seeds of dis
cord; his aim was to heal dissensions and promote brother
ly love. He was a sound and earnest, but not a bigoted 
and intolerant, Baptist. He duly appreciated intelligence, 
piety and good works in all communions. He was well in
structed in Baptist history, principles and diSCipline, 
and was frequently consulted by individuals and churches 
on questions of faith and practice, and his answers were 
freely given, and generally satisfactory. He prided him
self on the accuracy of his historical, and, espeCially, 
his statistical knowledge. His head was an encyclopae
dia. Facts, dates, numbers were at his tongue's end, and 

-his memory was rarely at fault concerning them. In all 
our denominational enterprises, he felt a lively inter
est, and took an active part in Sunday schools, missions, 
education, tenperance; in short, every good cause found 
in him an earnest and consiotent advocate. He lent his 
inflUence and his earnest effor~ts to the formation of 
the Young Men's Christian Association in this city, When 
the institution was just rising into notice. 

"It would be difficult to estimate the usefulness 
of Mr. Sands' editorial labors. We know that their in
fluence was good, always good, and only good. In what 
degree the piety of individuals, the harmony and effi-
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cieDcy of churches, and the intelligence and success of 
ministers, may be traced to his editorial efforts, only 
eternity can reveal. About two years ago we heard one 
of our most intelligent and able ministers affinn, in 
the presence of a large audience, that the Baptists of 
Virginia were more indebted for their prosperity to Wil
liam Sands, and another brother, who, recently, to the 
grief of many, removed from the state, than to any two 
li ving men ••.• 

"His departure could not have been more kindly or
dered. He was old, infirm, feeble, had finished his work, 
had but little more to hope from this world, was ready 
for the summons, and was spared the pain of a parting 
conflict. He shut his eyes, and opened them in heaven." 

The Herald now entered upon a career of still greater 

usefulness. It would have been difficult to secure three 

men be~ter fitted for the guidance of a denominational 

journal at such a time than Drs. Jeter, Dickinson, and 

Shaver. Dr. Jeter had already established for himself 

a reputation as one of the leading preachers of the 

South, first as pastor of the First Baptist church of 

Richmond, where he served for fourteen years, then as 

pastor of the Recond church, St. Louis, Missouri, and 

again in 1852 in Richmond as pastor of the Grace Street 

church. Dr. Dickinson, while a considerably younger man, 

had by the close of the War gained for himself a high 

standing in the denomination. On completion of his 

studies in the tIni versi ty of Virginia he became pastor 

at Charlottesville, then for nine years was superintend

ent of the Sunday school and colportage work under the 

direction of the Board of the General Association of 
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Virginia. He was then called to the pastorate of the 

Leigh Street Baptist church, Richmond, where he was labor

ing with much success when impelled to t~ke up the joint 

edi torship of The He raId. 

The watch-word of The Herald for the next decade 

is "reconstruction." Never did men face an overwhelm

ing task \nth more energy or hopefulness than did these 

editors as they so~ht to rebuild the broken fortunes of 

the denomination. We find no shirking of the labor, no 

evasion of the real problems. The atti tude of the North

ern Baptists towards the South is fearlessly set forth, 

and the basis of future relationship between the t?ro 

bodies clearly outlined. The duty of Bapti sts towards 

the freedmen is discussed in the highest Christian 

spiri t, and wi th much sound statesmanship. The problems 

of the reorganization of churches, the su~;port of pas

tors, the maintenance of Baptist institutions of learn

ing, the carrying on of missionary work, are faced not 

simply with determination but with genui rl3 enthusiasm. 

The Herald, in truth, becomes a mirror during these years 

reflecting the appalling hardships and almost insuper

able difficultieaof the recon~truction period, but at 

the parne time mirroring forth the wisdom, heroism, and 

self-sacrifice of some as noble spirits as this world 

has ever seen. 
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Dr. Shaver severed his connection with The Herald 

Dece~ber 20, 1866, to assume the editorship of The Index 

of Georgia. Drs. Dickinson and Jeter continued unaided 

until January 21, 1869, when Dr. Richard Furman became 

associate editor. At this time the subscription lists 

of The South Carolina Bapti ste were turned over to fhe 

Herald, the former having failed because of inadequate 

support. The South Carolina Baptist had been established 

in 1866 by Rev. W. E. Walters at Anderson Court House. 

Dr. Furman was perhaps the leading Baptist of South Caro

lina. He aas of course to represent the South Carolina 

consti tuency. "While his articles will be read with great 

profi t in every portion of the country," the announce-

ment reads, "he will give special attention to the in

terests of his own state." * 
As a further means of strengthening The Herald Dr. 

Richard Fuller was added to the staff February 4, 1869. 

"This brother," reads the annou~ement, "whose name is 
" 

a household word among the Baptists of knerica, accepts 

the position of associate editor of The Herald with this 

issue." Dr. Fuller, though a native of South CarOlina, 

had since 1846 served as pastor in Baltimore. His de

fense of slavery in the celebrated debate with Dr. Way

lrund had made of him a national figure. His associa

tion with The Herald gave to that paper an enviable 

prestige. 

* The Religious Herald, Jan. 21, 1869. 
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The connection of Dr. Furman, however, was brief. 

In July of the same year, his health having failed, he 

was compelled to withdraw from editorial duties. In 

March, 1871, W. D. Hi 11 of South Carolina and Theodore 

Whitfield of Mississippi were added to !he Herald's 

staff as corresponding editors, and in April Dr. W. 

Carey Crane of Texas became the paper's representative 

in that state. 

The growth of The Herald in popularity and influ

ence continued without interruption. On the acquis

ition of Dr. Jno. A. Broadus in January, 1877, and 

Dr. W. T. Brantly, Jr., in November, 1878, as associate 

editors, the paper came into the fullness of its power. 

It ia doubtful if a Southern Baptist pnper was ever 

edited so brilliantly as was The Herald from 1877 to 

1880. The master hand of Jno. A. Broadus is readily 

recognized, and the reader of these files is made to 

feel that many of these editorials ought to be repro

duced and given to the present and future generations. 

Dr. Jeter died Wednesday, February 18, 1880, being 

in his seventy-eighth year. Fifteen years of his long 

term of service had been spent as editor of The Herald. 

During these years he had impressed himself indelibly 

upon the Baptists of Virginia, and, indeed, to a large 

extent, of the South. He had the highest conception of 



137 

the func~ion of a religious paper, and never once do we 

find in hia paper any lapse from Christian journalism. 

Just before his death his associate, Dr. Dickinson, called 

at his home to advise with him as to replying to a crit

icism of The Herald in one of the exchanges. Dr. Jeter's 

words in answer are characteristic of him as a high-minded 

Christian edi tor: "State the case fairly, and maintain 

firmly, but courteously .. what you beli.ve to be right.". 

He believed t.."J.at people are int::rf;sted in the deep and 

true things of life, and that the discussion of great 

themes would bring appreciation and response. He stood 

for the highest interests of the Kingd.om, and seems more 

than any other Baptist journalist of his time to have po~ 

sessed a true Kingdom consciousness. While he championed 

the cause of all worthy denominational enterprises, he 

was particularly the friend of the Seminary, having in 

common with his colleague, Dr. Broadus, a vision of the 

future when this institution should have become the great 

Baptist theological university of the South. In his 

death The Herald, as well. as the entire denomination, 

suffered an irreparable loss. 

Dr. H. H. Harris was chosen to fill Dr. Jeter's 

place. Dr. Harris had for fourteen years been profes

sor of Greek in Richmond Co- lege, and since 1876 had 

been editor of The Foreign Mission Journal. "He is no 

* The Religious Herald, Feb. 26, 1880. 
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hennit nor book-worm," says the editorial announcing his 

connection wi th the paper, "but a warm and tender-hearted 

Christian man, full of hun:an sympathy, practical sense 

and fervent zeal. He is a diligent and reverential 

etuden t of the word of God, a thorough Bapti st in hi s 

convictions, an earnest supporter of our denominational 

and missionary enterprises, and VIi thal a courteous and 

modest Christian gentleman. With such a combination of 

gifts and graces, we feel assured that he will fill ac

ceptably the posi ti on to vrhich he has been chosen." 

The session of 1882-83 witnessed the establishment 

of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary on solid 

ground. Dr. BroadUS, who since 1859 had been professor 

of New Testament Interpretatio~ and Homiletics, in the 

Seminary, "though fi fty-fi ve ye ars old, was in hi s prime 

and glory now,"** and press of duties therefore compelled 

him at this time to sever his connection with The Herald. 

After two years of editorial service Dr. Harris laid 

dovm his pen, surrendering the editorial chair to Dr. 

William E. Hatcher. Speaking of Dr. Hatcher, Dr. Harris 

says in his "Valedictory," "He is known wherever the 

paper goes as a genial Christian gentleman, a versatile 

and graceful writer, a sound exponent of Baptist prin

ciples and practices, anc an enthusiastic supporter of 

every good enterprise. He has two peculiar qualifica-

* Robertson, "Life and Letters of Jno.A .Broadus," p .336. 
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tiona for the position: a habit of looking at what is 

good in his brethren, and therefore feeling kindly to-

wards them; and an unusual supply of tact, of practical 

common sense." * 

As pastor of the Grace Sreet church, Richmond, Dr. 

Hatcher soon found his duties so pressing as to make it 

impossible for him to continue hie journ2.listic work. 

Accordingly in j\1ay, 1885, he resigned as associate edi t0r 

of The Herald, the entire burden devolvi ng upon Dr.· Dick

inson. From 1885 to 1900 Dr. Dickinson continued as sole 

editor. The widow of Dr. Jeter had retained the inter-

eat in the paper which came to her at the death of her 

husband, but plans having been formulated for the im

provement of the paper, her interest was purchased by 

a company formed for this purpose, with Dr. R. H. Pitt 

as president. Dr. Pitt then became junior editor, in 

which capacity he served until Dr. Dickinson's death, 

November 20, 1906. 

In The Herald of November 29, 1906, Dr. Pitt thus 

writes of his departed colleague: 

"Alfred Elij ah Dickinson. 

1I***The length of the term of his service was re
markable. It extended from 1865 to 1906--41 years. This 
made him senior among all the Baptist editors of the 
world, and we do not know of any editor of any religious 
journal in the land who has .been continuously in ser
vice for a like period. The period of this service 
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was momentous in the history of the country. It began 
in the year in which the War closed. The whole country 
hereabouts was desolated. In large sections of Virgin
ia the churches had been destroyed, congregations had 
suffered woefully by the death of many of their strong 
and useful men in the War; general religious work had 
been almost entirely suspended, and plantations had 
gro~~ up in bu~hes and weeds. Richmond was in ashes, 
and The Religious Herald office had been in the track 
of the fire. 

"At such a time, when defeated and depressed, our 
people confronted the task of rebuilding their wasted 
homes and fortunes, Jeter and Dickinson bought the "re
mains" of The Religious Herald, and entered upon the fom
midable task of making these dry bones live. Dr. Jeter 
brought to the paper a mind singularly well furnished w1d 
well balanced. His command of vigorous and virile 
English, the clarity of his written style, and, above 
all, his high character and level head, made him eminently 
useful and influential in re-establishing the paper. 

"But not less valuable was Dr. Dickinson. In the 
very prime of life, stalwart in form, energetic and en
terprising, capable of enduring any amount of fatigue, 
he entered at once upon a campaign of the State. He 
gathered subscribers by scores and hundreds; he vaote 
back to the paper bree~ and entertaining letters de
scribing his campaigns; he kept track of the news of the 
churches; he was instrunental in gathering and generous 
in giving money for rebuilding scores of churches. Now 
and then he would come back to The Herald office, turn 
his pockets inside out and leave handsful of money and 
lists of subscribers, and then away he \rould go on an
other flying trip to some other religious gathering •••• 

"In the general policy of The Herald Dr. Dickinson 
was, of course, greatly influential. He had been an ar
dent and loyal Confederate, doing a work in the Army of 
Nort hem Virg inia, of which his life-long friend, Dr. 
John William Jones, will tell in another issue of the 
paper. But from the Bay of the resuscitation of The Re
ligious Herald until he became too ill to hold his pen, 
he pleaded constantly for the abatlnent of passim., for the 
restoration of brotherly love bet\reen the sections. He 
frequently at tended the Northe rn anni versarie s, and was 
widely known and sincerely loved by hundreds of North
ern Baptists of his generation ....• 

II It took courage and manhood in those days to hold 
the position which The Religious Herald held. That it 
never faltered; that with charity towards all and malice 
towards none; that wi th loyalty to the old traditions 
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and sentiments, it recognized clearly the inevitable 
changes that had come and accepted them without murmuring 
or repining--this is the glory of the paper in that 
period of its history, and to this Dr. Dickinson made 
large and notable contribution." 

Dr. Dickinson's death brought no change in the per

sonnel of The Herald's staff. Or. Pitt has continued 

as chief editor, and most worthily has he proved him-

self the successor of such great editors as Sands, Shaver, 

Jeter, and Dickinson. Of him Dr. W. W. Landrum, for 

many years an intimate aSSOCiate, writes: 

"Dr. Pitt has strictly followed the broadly con-

structive school of journalism in which he was reared, 

and of which to-day he i6 perhaps the most conspicuous 

example. AS a denominational statesman he stands for 

the large things of the Kingdom of God. Petty concerns 

on the part of those content, in his judgment, to be a 

mere party of protest, he believes to be unworthy of 

those whose mission is to pass on, in a generous way, 

'the faith once for all delivered unto the saints. 1 II 

It is the writer's judgment that The Religious Her

ald, during its eighty-five years of existence, has made 

the greatest contribution to the life and progress of 
~ 

I 

the denomination of any Sout.hern Baptist journal,) and 

that to-day it is our most valuable as well as most rep-

resentative paper. 
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In strange contrast with The Index and The Herald 

during and after the War, in which the country's torn 

and bleeding condition is so clearly reflected, The 

Western Recorder of Kentucky is almost wholly silent as 

THE WESTERU 

RECORDER. 

to the political, social or religious 

significance of the epoch-muking events 

of these years. To the outbreak of 

the War the cause of slavery had been 

championed, and the sympathies of The Recorder were 

clearly with the South, but not to the point of seces-

sion. On resuming publication in 1863, after a suspen

sion of fifteen months, the attitude of The Recorder was 

that of complete neutrality. One- would scarcely suspect, 

from reading the paper, that a terribie war was in prog

ress, nor after its close that the South was in the throes 

of a life and death strugGle to regain her lost prestige 

and repair her broken fortunes. 

The committee of brethren who had edited The Re-

o corder since the death of Dr. Waller in 1854 turned the 

paper over to Joseph Otis in February, 1858. Mr. Ot is 

possessed no marked ability as a writer, but was earnest 

and industrious. As the War approached he found it con

st,mt ly more difficult to sustain the p[~per, and was 

finally compelled to dispose of it to Charles Y. Duncan 
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in June, 1861. Forced to suspend after a few issues, 

Mr. Duncan succeeded in reviving The Recorder in Oc

tober, 1863, but was unable to continue publication, 

and the following February, 1864, transferred the paper 

to A. C. Grave s. In May of the same ye ar I.1r. Grave s 

associated with him Rev. J. C. Waller, who in August 

became sole editor. The problem of support was never 

more serious than at this time. The experiment was now 

tried of running a book store in connection with the 

paper. A coromi ttee of three brethren, M. W. Sherrell, 

Gad Davis, and J. A. Shuttleworth undertook the financing 

of the enterprise, continuing the book store, which gave 

promise of supplementing the paper's income. Amid the 

greatest difficulties the paper was kept alive. 

In February, 1866, Rev. J. 111. Weaver, pastor of the 

Chestnut Street church, Louisville, became associate ed

itor, serving in this capacity until November. At this 

time lilr. Waller gave up the edi torahip of The Recorder, 

Rev. R. 1.1. Dudley Bucce eding him. 

To J. C. Waller belongs great credit for his loy

alty and devotion in keeping The Recorder alive at such 

a time. On the great political issues Kentucky Baptists 

were wide ly divided. The only course open to a paper 

that attempte d to represent the denomination was that 

of neutrality, and this position was fraught with great 
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difficulties. "We do not wish to sound our own trumpet," 

vrri tes r.Tr. Waller in the beg inning of the year 1866, 

nthough a little boasting is forced upon us by those 

who would see us die with gladness. But The Recorder 

does not intend to die. It enters upon the year 1866-

a year of prophecy" a year" doubtless" to be ~rowded 

with great events bearing upon the great interests of 

the Kingdom of God--wi th more vigor, more vi 't.~hi...li_ 

and more hope than any of the past. Believing that the 

Kingdom of Christ is not of this world, we have studi

ously in the past kept ourselves out of the 'world' of 

Caesar" and attended to the things of the Kingdom. For 

this we have been charged with 'horrible crimes,' 'treas

on,' and many terrible things, but have kept on the 'even 

tenor of our way,' as we expect to do in the future." 

Associated wi th Dr. Dudley was Prof. J. W. Rust, 

for four years president of Bethel College. Dr. Dudley 

had been compelled to give up the pastorate of East 

church, Louisville" because of the failure of his voice, 

and Prof. Rust had resigned the presidency of Bethel 

because of ill health. Both were men of consecration 

and ability, and from 1868 to 1871 they conducted'Irhe 

Recorder with credit and success. Dr. Dudley was an ad

mirer of his great predecessor, John L. Waller, as well 

he might be, and we find the policy of the paper pat-
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terned after that of !he Recorder of the early fifties. 

With the issue of January 8, 1870, Dr. L. B. Wool

folk became associate editor. Mr. Woolfolk, it will be 

recalled, was editor of The Baptist Standard of Tennes

see, the o~an of the opposition to J. R. Graves and The 

Tennessee Baptist. Both papers had suspended during 

the War, but The Standard was never revived. Dr. Graves 

had resumed publication in 1866, sty~ing his paper now 

The Baptist. Already he and the editors of The Recorder 

were in heated controversy. Dr. Woolfolk was now to find 

in The Recorder a medium for the expression of dissent 

from "Landmarkiam" and its implications, voicing the sen

timent of the anti~raves party in Tennessee, and also 

appealing to the more liberal Baptists of Kentucky. Dr. 

Woolfolk was considered especially strong in his expos

ure of Campbellism, and wrote a notable series for The 

Recorder on "Campbellism Put to the Proof." W. W. Gard

ner, professor of theology in Bethel College, was added 

to the ed:. tori al staff at the same time as Dr. Wool

folk. The addition of Geo. Varden, Th.D., to The Re

corderts staff in June following brought to the paper 

the services of one of the most noted classical schol

ars in the South, who in hi s early writings gave prom

ise of great usefulness to t~e denomination as a contrib

utor to the press. Thus manned, it seemed quite likely 
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that The Recorder should attain a preeminent place in 

B,"p ti st j ournali sm • 

But ag ain the problem of support Cf:ll!le in, di sar

ranging all these well-laid plans. On June 24, 1870, 

The Recorder passed into the hands of Rev. A. S. Wor

rell of Lexington, who had served as editor of The Bap

tist Sentinel, and had for many years been principal of 

Lexing ton Female College. A few weeks later Mr. Wor

rell sold a half interest in the paper to Rev. A. C. 

Caperton, a native of Kentucky, a graduate of Missis

ei)pi College and Rochester Theologi cal Seminary. Mr. 

Caperton resigned the pastorate at Evansville to under

take this, as he calls it, "new departure." The Sen

tinel, a Baptist monthly, now in its third volume, was 

continued by the edi tors of The Recorder. 

In this "new departure" the aim of the editors is 

thus stated: "Aside from those matters which are more 

intimately commected with our denominational interests, 

we shall strive to make The Recorder a complete family 

Daper. fl. To this end theological discussion is mini

mized, and much space given to general devotional read

ing. The form of the paper is changed from the old 

eight-column "blanket -oheet" to a neat five-column 

quarto. An earnest e::ort is made to adopt the point 

• The Western Recorder, August 12, 1871. 
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of view of the Baptist laTnan" rather than that of the 

preaoher" in the seleotion of subjects for discussion 

and the ohoice of material for printing. Unquestion

ably the "departure" was along the right line" and we 

can see the result reflected in the files of The Re

corder" viz: First" increased advertising; instead of 

a few questionable patent medicine readers scattered 

about" there is an average of twenty columns of high

class advertisements. Second" increased Circulation; 

where one man is interested in alien immersion--a liTe 

and much-discussed topic at that time--a hundred men 

and women, boys and girls, will read with pleasure whole

some temperance stories" stories of sacrifice and hero

ism" of loyalty and devotion, editorials that tend to 

deepen the sliritual life or that deal with the practical 

problems of extending the Kingdom, news of the churches" 

notes of personal interest concerning men and WOmen 

whose lives are counting for God" missionary intelli

gence" and the like. Without doubt these men had in 

their minds a great idea" which, if they did not fully 

work it out, was bound to come to recognition more and 

more. 

In January" 1872" Dr. J. S. Coleman bought a third 

interest in The Recorder and became co-editor with Wor

rell and Cap~rton. Dr. Coleman had served for years as 
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state evangelist~ but the failure of his voioe compelled 

him to give up the work~ and in looking for a place of 

usefulness~ as he explains~ he was led to attaoh himself 

to The Recorder. In announcing the connection of Dr. 

Coleman~ the edi tors speci fy it as "another depart ure ." 

The new editor's gifts are those of an evangelist: he will 

now employ his gifts through the paper in journalistio 

evangelism. The domain of the paper must be enlarged--

it must be made a great evange~istio agenoy. "For most 

of the time," the plan i s~ "Dr. Coleman wi 11 be in the 

field, strengthening the things t~at remain~ distinguish

ing between things that differ~ and putting to flight the 

armies of the aliens." Dr. Coleman~ partly because of 

his failing health, and partly because of his later 

conneotion with the Louisville Library Lottery, proved 

a disapointment~ but the idea was none the less a worthy 

one. 

Mention should be made here of the effective work 

of The Recorder in aiding to secure the removal of the 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary from Greenville, 

South Carolina, to Louisville. As early as 1872 this 

removal began to be agitated, though at first it did 

not meet with a very enthusiastic response. The chief 

Objection was that the Seminary would detract from 

Georgetown College. The Recorder met these objections 
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promptly and effectively" and urged with great vigor 

that the Baptists of Kentucky seize this opportunity at 

once. The assistance of The Recorder was of much value 

in meeting the conditions prescribed for the removal of 

the Seminary to Louisville. 

In March" 1873" Dr. Caperton became sole proprietor 

of The Recorder" and Mr. Worrell retired. Rev. A. B. 

Cates was employed as office editor" and a book depart

ment again established. Dr. Cape~ton gathered about 

him some of the most able writers in the denomination 

as contributing editors" among them being J. M. Pendle

ton" Samuel Bovkin, J. C. Burkholder, Norman Robinson, 

and Mrs. Leora Robinson. 

The policy of the paper continued largely the same" 

though the ambitions of the editors were realized only 

in part. For one thing, they were cramped financially; 

and the other obstacle that stood in the way of making 

the paper a popular family weekly" devoted to the Bap

tist cause, but at the same time attractive to the lay 

reader, was that those who wrote for the paper thought 

so exclusively in theological terms as to make it prac

tically .imposei b1e to se cure from them articles written 

in terms Gf life. It is far easier to dogmatize than to 

be interesting. And, too" Dr. Caperton and :vlr. Worrell 

were not journalists by choice or training; they were 
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preachers whom physical disability had turned to editor

ial labor. Yet they laid hold on two great ideas in 

religious journalism--the aim to reach the family ruther 

than the preacher" and to make the paper a force for 

evangelism. 

As Dr. Caperton continued in service he grew in 

power" both as a writer and as a skilled newspaper man

age8" and also as a force in the denomination. In Jan

uary, 1874, T. B. Craighead became assistant editor, and 

with an active field agent, A. B. Cabaniss, energetic

ally looking after the interests of the p::'.per, The Re

corder went forward with new life. 

It is doubtful whether even under John L. Waller 

The Recorder had ever exerted a wider influence than it 

did when this management was in control. In the farewell 

of Dr. Caperton" who surrendered the editorship to T. T. 

Eaton in 1887, we are given a glimpse into the heart of 

a man who was dominated by a great idea--the worth of a 

good paper to the denomination--and who literally gave 

himself a living sacrifice to the task of sustaining 

The Recorder, even as Buck had done long before. "The 

Baptists of Kentucky will never know," he writes, in 

simple earnestness, "what labor we have performed and 

what hardships we have endured to build up their paper. 

We have expended on the pC:.per many thousands of dollars 
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out of our own pocket, and, in addition, have spent 

nearly seventeen of the best years of our life, much 

of the time laboring for the denomination at our own 

expense and without compensation."· 
,I 

In October, 1887, the Harvey~tcFerrand Company, 

organized for this purpose, purchased !he Western Re

corder and installed T. T. Eaton as editor. The name of 

the new editor was not unknown to Kentucky Baptists. 

His father, Rev. Joseph H. Eaton, was founder and for 

many years pre sident of Union TIni versi ty, Murfreesboro, 

Tennessee. In 1861 young Eaton left Colgate University 

to enlist in the army, where he served with distinction. 

At the c lose of the War he taught school one year, then 

entered Washington and Lee University, and was graduated 

in 1867. After teaching in Union University for a num

ber of years, he studied law, and was admitted to the 

bar. But the call to the ministry became so compelling 

that in a short time he determined to give his life to 

this highest form of service. Ordained in 1870, he was 

pastor at Lebanon and Chattanooga, Tennessee, Peters

burg, Virginia, and finally, in 1881, at Louisville, Ke~ 

tucky, where he served the Walnut Street church until 

his death. 

On entering upon his duties as editor, Dr. Eaton's 

aims were clear and definite. He proposed, first of 

* The Western Recorder, October 6, 1887. 
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all, to make The Recorder int: resting and attractive. 

Then, he wanted it to be representative. He had an in

tuitive faculty for recognizing the interesting, and a 

judgment of men that seldom failed him in the selec-

tion of contributors. He did not propose to write a great 

deal hiITself; r~ther his conception, in this first era 

of his editorial career, of the function of the editor 

was that which the word in itself signifies--one who 

edits. Accordingly, from 1888 onward we find The Re

corder the forum for many of the most brilliant laptists 

in the land, from the North, the South, and even from 

England. Dr. W. P. Harvey as business manager ,possessed 

rare ability in this c8.pacity, and vigorously pushed the 

claims of The Recorder. The circulation of the paper 

increased rapidly, and it beg an to look as if the South

west were going to possess at last a great cosmopOlitan 

Baptist journal. 

But the mind of Dr. Eaton was of a conservative 

mold, and as his powers ripened, and he came into more 

and more influence in the denomination, the idea of 

contending earnestly for the faith, "once for all deliv

ered unto the saints," took possession of him. He saw 

with great legalistic and logical clearness Baptist doc

trine and practice, as he understood it and had been 

taught to conceive of it, as a "mould of doctrine," 
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within which was soundness and orthodoxy, outside of 

which was weakness and heresy. In this view he repre

sented a great host of his people, who looked with dread 

upon any change or the advocacy of any opinion that 

seemed to involve an attack on the faith. His vigor

ous championship of conservatism, therefore, brought 

forth hearty and unfeigned commendation from many quart

ers. Thus encouraged, and no doubt with entire sinoer

ity, he entered upon the latter part of his journalist

ic career as "defender of the faith." 

This position was the souroe both of strength and 

of weakness: of strength in that it made The Recorder 

the most widely read Baptist paper of the period, and 

gave to Dr. Eaton room for the display of his splendid 

powers; of weakness in that, in the very nature of the 

case, the cause of reaotion cannot be permanently main

tained, hence the paper that champions it is bound to 

suffer decline as men's minds are broadened with the 

progress of the truth. 

The reaotionary policy of The Recorder began to find 

expression in 1893, and gradually orystallized in its 

opposition to all forms of organization auxiliary to 

the churoh. Under the caption, "An Untoward Tendency," 

Dr. J. H. Spencer opened fire on the movement for or

ganized woman's work, and The Recorder, taking it up, 
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soon planted itself immovably in oppoai tion to all ef

forts to give to woman any part in church activity which 

did not accord with its literalistic interpretation of 

certain injuncticns of Paul's in this regard. From this 

it was a logically necessary step for the paper to op

pose the B. Y. P. U. movement, which Drs. Kerfoot and 

Whitsitt were championing, and because of their position 

in the Seminary it followed naturally that the Seminary 

should become the object of !he Recorder's attacks. 

The writer haa gone through the evidence aa ex

hibited in the columns of The Recorder with much care, 

and believes that he is fully warranted in his conclus

ions when he connects the opposition of The Recorder to 

woman's work and the B. Y. P. U. with the famous "Whit

sitt controversy," in which The Recorder played so prom

inent a part, and which secured to it its greatest fame 

as "contender for the faith." 

After considerable discussion of the whole matter 

of auxiliary organizations, Dr. Eaton set forth his po

sition in the following words: "But when it comes to 

the development of Christian character, that being the 

one object of redemption, revelation and providence, 

God has appointed the means to be used, and GOd's work 

cannot be improved by mru1. To say that any new means 

for this result can be wisely introduced is to say that 
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God made a mistake and omitted something which ought to 

be inclUded. Therefore ..•. there can be nothing added 

to the means God has appointed~ and no improverr.ent can 

be made upon those means."* Planting himself upon this 

p06ition~ Dr. Eaton undertook in earnest to defeat the 

woman's moverr.ent and the B. Y. P. D. organization. The 

files of The Recorder from 1894 to 1896 show wi th most 

urunistakable clearness the determination of the paper to 

effect this end, and one is amazed at the amount of 

specious argument and special pleading employed by Dr. 

Eaton to further his cause. 

Up to 1896 the attitude of The Recorder had been 

that of warm friendship for the Seminary~ but when Drs. 

Kel:foot and V!hi tsi tt took issue with it on the B. Y. P. U. 

question~ its ardor was cooled. When Dr. Whitsitt suc

ceeded Dr. Boadus as president The Recorder spoke edit- A 
A 

orially in hi,ghest terms of the new inc unbent : "We 

congratulate Dr. W. H. Whitsitt and the Seminary on his 

elevation to the presidency. The conviction was deep 

and general that he is the man for the place •.•. He has 

during his long connection with the Seminary abundantly 

shown the qualities needed in a president. The trustees 

have done well."· But when Dr. Whitsitt's article in 

Johnson's Cyclopaedia was "discovered~" ~he Recorder 

seized upon it with remarkable avidity and eagerness J 

* The Western Recorder~ May l6~ 1895. 
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and relentlessly pressed its warfare against Dr. Whit

sitt as an arch-heretic. In this sort of thing Dr. Eaton 

was at his best, while Dr. Whitsitt was weakect in con

troversy. The denomination throughout the entire South 

was aroused, and a crisis in the life of the Seminary 

avoided only by the timely resignation of Dr. Whitsitt. 

Never was the power of the press when misdirected more 

keenly fe 1 t • 

Dr. Eaton sllcceeded in gaining for The Recorder a 

wide circulation, and for the advancement of those ideas 

for which he stood he used his paper most effectively; 

yet it is quite probable that his place in Baptist his

tory will not be that of a really great journalist. 

Even before his death the causes that he so bitterly op

posed triumphed, and his influence was on the wane. 

Dr. Eaton's death occu~red June 30, 1907. The 

positiveness of his convictions, the personal puxity of 

his life, the magnetism of his personality and the 

warmth of his friendship for the people whom he served, 

all had combined to endear him to a m ul ti tude of Bap

tists not only in Kentucky but in the entire. South, 

and many and beautiful were the tributes paid him. In 

the providence of God he was used to bring to an issue 

some matters of· vital interest to the denomination, 

in the clearing up of which the foundation was laid for 

greater progress in the future. 
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For three months Dr. J. Ll. Weaver served as acting 

editor. Drs. C. 1.;. Thompson and J. G. Bow were then 

secured, and conducted the paper with ability for the 

next two years, maintaining in general the policy of 

Dr. Eaton. In July, 1909, Dr. J. W. Porter succeeded 

to the chief editorship of The Recorder, Dr. Thompson 

having been called to the pastorate at Hopkinsville, 

Kentucky. Dr. Bow continued as associate editor until 

November, when Dr. Poeter became sole editor. 

The Daily Press of Newport News, Virginia, where 

Dr. Porter had long served'as pastor, said of him on 

hi s departure: "No man in any walk of li fe has ever 

had a greater hold upon the people of this city than 

Dr. Porter •... Journalism is to be congratulated upon 

his acquisition. He is a powerful, energetic writer, as 

well as an eloquent speaker, and always accomplishes 

results in anything he undertakes." * 

In the editorial page of The Western Recorder of 

'October 7, 1897, occurred the following parC:'.graph: 

"The Rev. J. N. Prestridge has resigned the pastorate 

of the Williamsburg church and the presidency of the 

Williamsburg Institute. We are told that he and the 

Rev. M. P. Hunt are to take charge of the new paper to 

be started in the interest of Dr. Whitsitt's side of 

the current controversy. It is a free country, and if 

* The Western Recorder, July l~ 1909. 
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Dr. Whitsitt's partisans want a paper and are willing to 

pay for it, they can have it, of course." 

The paper thus stigmatized r.'lade its appearance on 

Octobe r 28, 1897, as The Bapt ist Argus. It consisted of 

sixteen pages, magazine form, of un

THE usually readable and interesting matter, 

BAPTIST ARGUS. made up in departments, one of which 

was devoted to the B. Y. P. U., and 

one to woman's work. Stnange to say, the Whitsitt mat-

ter is scarcely mentioned. Stranger still, in this time 

of war, the editor, in his "Greetings," declares for 

peace: "We bespeak for ourselves and The Baptist Argus 

a welcome among our Baptist brethren. We have come to 

live and work among them, peaceably if we may, and if 

we may not, then peaceably anyway. We hold, however, 

that having opinions and expressing them will not con

flict with this assurance which we give to our friends. 

"Our paper is to be an organ for all departments 

of our State work, and for all enterprises of our South

ern Baptist Convention. All of these things are ours 

and we love them, and will stand for theIr, 

"The Bapti st Arg us will be constructive. 

"So far as we may be enable'd, it will carry the 

Spirit of Jesus Christ into all the homes into which it 

may find access." 
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The origin of The Argus has been a matter of con

siderable dispute, and the writer has gone to some 

pains to get the facts. Perhaps no man living is better 

qualified to state the facts thaJ:1 Dr. M. P. Hunt, pastor 

of Twenty-Second and Walnut Street Baptist church, Louis

ville, who was chiefly responsible for the establishment 

of The Argus, and who was more instrumental than any 

other individual in securing Dr. Prestridge as editor. 

Dr. Hunt referred the writer to the following article, 

publi shed in The Western Recorder on March 16, 1905. 

II A CORRECTION. 

"By Tl. P. Hunt. 

"***First, The Baptist Argus did not have its origin 
in a desire to uphol~ the views of Dr. Whitsitt. As 
touching this question I am in a position to speak with 
authority. Those who have spoken IkDd written to the con
trary have done so in the face of the facts, which could 
have been had at any time for the asking, or could have 
been found stated in the first issue of the paper. This 
charge was distinctly disclaimed in the first meeting of 
the Board of Directors. Conferences looking to the 
starting of another Bapti st paper in Kentucky were had 
prior to the rise of the 'Whitsitt controversy.' That 
the paper did heartily and loyally stand by Dr. Whitsitt 
is a fact of history, and of that history no one who 
helped to make it is, so far as I know, asrutrned. But 
that the paper 'had its origin in a desire to uphold the 
views of Dr. Whitsitt, and especially his claim that 
immersion was invented in England in 1641,' is hot true, 
nor is such generally conceded, save among those who 
wish to have it thus in spite of the facts. 

"The Baptist Argus had its origin in a desire for 
a paper in Kentucky that would support and give proper 
place to the work of the B. Y. P. U., and Women's Work 
and the Organized Work of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion. II 
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If The Recorder's contention~ that The Argus was 

started "in the interest of Dr. Whitsitt's side of the 

current controversy" is true l then its editors were 

strangely false to their purpose. In Vol Ulne I, Nos. 

1 and 3, there are editorial references to the Whitsitt 

matter, favorable, of course, to Dr. Whitsitt. In Vol

ume II the following numbers contain editorial refer-

ences to the controversy, not one of which is as much 

as two columns in leng th, the maj ori ty being sing le para

graphs ~ Nos. 6, 11, 13, 20, 22, 25, 26, 28, 29. The 

last reference is to Dr. Whitsitt's resignatioll. No 

better proof of the att i tude of The Arg us could well 

be found than the brief edi torial comr;'en ting on Dr. 

Whi tsi tt' s resignation as follows: 

"Dr. Whitsitt's Resignation. 

"***We sincerely hope that Dr. Whi tsi tt' B resigna
tion will stop at ~nce all the unpleasant and harmful 
discussion and conflict growing out of his relations to 
the Seminary. Those who contended for his resignation 
have occasion to drop the matter, and the object Dr. 
Whitsitt had in resigning, the desire for peace between 
the Seminary and its Trustees on the one hand and a 
part of the denomination on the other hand, is object 
enough to cause his friends to drop it. Twice was Dr. 
Whitsitt sustained by the trustees, and yet he resigns. 
It would seem that the acknowledgment of these two facts 
gives grounds for both sides to be measurably satisfied. 
Anyway these are the facts in the case and there is no 
way to change what has become history. 

"We regret some things that have been said and done. 
Sometimes Baptists forgot what spirit they were of. We 
have brought no little oppropium upon our cause. The ~ 
denominat ion has been wounded' from wi thout and from wi thm. 



152 

We can survive what is past provided we have not brought 
to the front ~en who have delighted in the conflict, men 
who would profit in notoriety and otherwise by its con
tinuance.· There are such men on both aides. May the 
sea of oblivion kindly tender its services. 

"We feel that all Baptists who love our common 
cause, whatever may have been their positions, will feel 
relieved because it is allover. It has been painful 
indeed for brethren to meet who have always honored and 
loved one another, b~ethren who needed and longed to 
join hands in uplifting their schools and in planning 
and praying for missions, who were forced to feel that 
a hindering obstructicn had crept between them. The saa· 
dest part of the whole matter is that spirituality and. > 
friendships have suffered, that the cause of a lost / 
world and a loving Saviour has been inj ured. 

"Looking back over the long controversy, we can see 
that the struggle has not been fruitless. 

"1. The right to pursue historical research has 
been granted to the professors of the Seminary. 

"2. Freedom of speech within proper limits has 
been maintained. 

"3. It has been shown that no new tests of ortho
dOxy will be made by Southern Baptists. Points of dis
pute among Baptists themselves will not be tests of loy
al ty among us. 

"4. The policy of Boyce, and Broadus, has been 
maintained. The Seminary as such takes no position on 
matters lying outside of the Fundamenia1 Articles of the 
Seminary, and therefore allows proper liberty to each 
teacher on non-essential points. 

"5. It has been shown that the Seminary has hosts 
of friends who have stood by it in stress and struggle. 
Indifference from many and opposition from others have 
followed it through all ita history, but its friends 
were never more numerous nor more loyal than now. 

"6. It will never be possible for local influence 
to dominate the Seminary. It be longs to the Bapti ata 
of the whole South."· 

On the other hand, beginning with the corresponf

ing issue of The Recorder, from that date to the date 

of Dr. Whitsitt's telegraphed resignation (July 13, 

1898), the writer has counted thirty-six distinct ed-

• The Baptist Argus, July 21, 1898. 
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itorial utterances directly antagonistic to Dr. Whitsitt 

and the Seminary, many of which covered practi cally the 

whole of the editorial page, to say nothing of lengthy 

communications, among which were Dr. John T. Christian's 

ill-timed and universally condemned attacks on Dr. Whit

sitt's veracity and honor. * 
That the attitude of The Recorder was reactionary 

during all these years, and that there was ample reason 

for the establishment of a more progressive and repre

sentative paper in Kentucky, may be seen from the follow

ing editorial in The Texas Baptist Standard of December 

15, 1898, which aRB uritten notWithstanding the fact that 

the two papers were agreed in their opposition to Dr. 

Whi tsit t, 

"Informat i on or Defamati on. 

"The Western Recorder, in a lengthy editorial, labors 
hard to make a point against those of us who are heartily 
supportiLg the organi zed work of our denorr.ination. The 
attiuude of The Recorder concerning the orgsnized work 
has for several years been one of uncertainty. For a 
long time it retained on its staff the leader of the dis
organizing forces in the South (J. N. Hall, field editor, 
Fulton, Ky.). No man among us has striven harder to 
annihil~te our boards and conventions than this former 
Recorder editor. While he 1s not now on the staff of 
that paper, he is the recipient of frequent fulsome com
mendations from the remaining editor of The Recorder. 

* Whe Western Recorder, Vol. 71, Nos. 45, 46, 47, 49, 50. 
Vol. 72, Nos. 2,5,6,7,8,9-,10,12,14,15,17,18,20, 
21, 32, 33, 24, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33. See Vol. 72,No.12, 
"Did Dr. Whitsitt Write More than Four Independent Editor
ials," by Jno.T.Christian; :~o. 15, "Dr. Whitsitt Denies 
Some Hore," Ibi d. 
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~he earnest friends of the Southern Baptist Convention 
and of our work in the various states who have kept in 
touch with The Recorder have not been ignorant of the 
dual policy of that paper for several years concerning 
our boards and conventions. While always giving a nom
inal support to our boards, it has at the same time been 
manifestly pandering to the annihilationists. Its phrase
ulogy is that of the Crawfordites. The attitude it as
BUlles in discussing the boards reminds one for all the 
world of those who are fighting with might and main to 
destroy the work the boards are attempting to do ••.. 

"The Recorder is, and has been for years, trying 
to carry water on both shoulders. It has been trying 
to shoot a gun with two barrels--a Crawfordite barrel 
and a convention barrel. Du wonder the gun has kicked~ 
Everything that has to do with Crawfordism kicks. It was 
born in a kick, and will die in a kick. Meantime, those 
papers and editors that sympathize with it have partaken 
of its spirit, and the cry of 'information' is not made 
because anybody lacks information, but is made because 
those who are raising the fuss want to continue their 
meretricious course of defamation." 

Dhe avowed policy of The Argus, therefore, that it 

would be "constructive," was no mere idle phrase. Dr. 

Prestridge set himself to the task of bringing peace 

and harmony to the warring factions of Kentucky Bap

tists, and amid misrepresentations and in spite of 

enormous difficulties he held !he Argus steadily to its 

constructive, unifying course. All semblance of bitter

ness he avoided, both in editorial utterance and in con

tributed articles. The pages of the paper were made 

sweet and clean, so that one comes from their scanning 

as if he had drunk from a spring of pure, fresh water. 

Added to this spirit was a vigorous policy of develop

ment of Baptist resources. The Argus not only supported 
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every good cause of the denomination~ but the prophetic 

eye of its editor looked into the future, saw the coming 

opportuni ty, and with trumpet call su:_:moned his people 

to be ready for the larger task and equal to the God

given occasion. 

After ten years of unceasing toil to found and sus

tain The Argus, Dr. Prestridge at length cc~e to be ap

preciated for his remarkable worth by leaders of the de

nomination everywhere. It was felt that he had at last 

given to the world a sane, practical ideal for a relig

ious paper. The feeling became irresistible that the 

scope of The Argus must be enlarged. 

In accordance wi th this sentiment a stock company 

was formed, to be known as The Baptist 

THE World Publishing Company, with a capit-

BAPTI ST WORLD. al stock of $50,000, and with the i9-

sue of May 7, 1908, The Argus became 

The Baptist World. 

Here, then, wi th runple means for its development, 

and with the most capable editor in the iouth in charge, 

is undertaken an enterprise which has as its aim the 

publication of a world-paper devoted to the interests 

of the Bap'tist denomination. 

For five years Dr. Prestridge, assisted by Dr. W. 

P. Harvey as business manager, and since :'ay, 1910, by 
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Thos. A. Johnson, gave himself wi thout reserve to the 

splendid task set before him. But just as The World 

was corning into its own and the prospects ahead were 

bright and shining, Dr. Prestridge, on October 29, 1913, 

was suddenly stricken with heart failure, and passed 

to his reward. 

Not since the death of Jno. A. Bro~dus has a Bap

tist leader been so mourned as Dr. Prestridge. For 

days after the announcement of his death had gone forth 

there poured forth upon his relatives and colleagues 

telegrams and letters of sorrow and appreciation from 

Horth and South, East and West, and from almost every 

foreign country where Baptists dwell. Perhaps no one 

of those who wrote in tribute to his memory knew him 

better or loved him more than Dr. A. T. Robertson, who 

in a way sums up all that was written in the following 

words: 

"Dr. Prestridge ' s Courage. 

"I have known Dr. Prestridge in the closest ties 
of fellowship and service. I have seen him tried by 
all sorts of influences to make him compromise his con
victions, but I have never seen him falter. People al
ways not iced hi s geni al disposition and courteous ma.'rlner. 
He Vias sr.acious, winsome, optimistic, but he was also 
brave and true as steel. Be endured opposition and mis
representation as most men do who accomplish things. 
:',1any small indigni tie s were offered him here and there 
because he stood in the path of men who disliked his 
views, but he also bound men. to him with hooks of steel. 
Dr. Prestridge's chief work was done as editor of The 
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Baptist Argus and The Baptist World. He was called to 
work in the midst of stress and storm, but he fought in 
the open for his views of the Kingdom of God. He was 
not always careful to make himself 'l.mderstood. Those WID 
opposed him loved to pick at what he said, but that i t
self was a compliment. He and his paper have done a 
great work for our Bapti at people, and he has left his 
mark upon his generation. Southern Baptists Hill never 
cease to bear the stamp of his work. The Baptist Woxld 
Alliance will always stand as a oonument to his vision 
and zeal. He made Baptists catch the vision of a world 
mission as they had not seen it. He led our people out 
of a corner into the wide field of the world. He was 
not afraid of new problems and new tasks, and had con
fidence that God was guiding our people into a world 
mission. Dr. Prestridge made a paper that was 'l.mique. 
He made people love his freshness and suggestiveness. This 
p&per to many was like the ozone of the hills. He was 
loyal to Christ, to the Bible, to the Baptist cause, to 
the world. A great influence for all that is highest is 
gone. But his work will go on through the world. I 
thank God for Dr. Prestridge."· 

Since Dr. Prestridge's death The World has main

tained its high standard, and awaits the wise choice of 

a great editor to fulfil its manifest destiny as the 

South's foremost Baptist journal. 

The Biblical Recorder of North Carolina fought 

bravely for existence during the first two years of the 

War, but with the issue of June 10, 1863, was compelled 

to surrender to the inevi table. At the close of the 

War, however, !he Biblical Recorder was among the first 

of the Southern Baptist papers to be revived. The files 

of 1865 are not available, but The Religious Herald of 

November 23 cor:;ments in its exchange col unn upon the 

* The Rapti s t World, Novt.;mber 13, 1913. 
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improved typographical appearance of The Recorder~ and 

expresses sympathy with the editor~ J. D. Huffham~ for 

the hard necessity that has compelled a reduction in 

the paper's size. Dr. William Wingate bec~1e associate 

editor in 1866. In 1867, with the 

THE BIBLICAL issue of August 7, Dr. Huffham sold 

RECORDER. the paper to W. T. Walters and T. M. 

Hughes, who retained the services of 

Dr. Wingate as associate editor. The connection of Mr. 

~alt~~s with The Recorder was, however, brief, his in

terest being purchased by J. H. Milla in May, 1868. A 

few months later :,!r. lalla became sole editor and pro

prietor, and continued in charge of the paper until 1873. 

Mr. Mills was a man of unselfish purposes and motives, 

but was little versed in the art of journalism. The 

paper, while useful, exerted no great influence under 

his management. 

On September 17,1873, Prof. A. F. Redd became ed

itor of The Recorder. Prof. Redd kept in intimate touch 

wi th the affairs of the denomination, and in many respect s 

improved the paper. In October, 1874, Dr. Huffham be

came again connected with The Recorder as associate ed

itor. For two years the paper was continued thus, when 

the place of Prof. Redd was fi '-led by Dr. C. P. Bailey. }" 

In :Jarch, 1878, Dr. T. H. Pritchard was chosen as associ-
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ate editor, and under this m~nagement The Recorder ad

vanced rapidly in power and usefulness. Two years later 

Dr. Barvey Hatcher succeeded to the place occupied by 

Dr. Pritchard. Dr. Bailey was enterprising and ener

getic, and Dr. Hatcher combined the q~lities of a good 

writer with a wholesome humor and refreshing vivacity 

that gave to The Recorder a place and charm all its 

ovm. Rev. C. S. Farris was added to the editorial staff 

in September, 1881. III health forced Dr. Hatcher to 

give up his place on the paper in November, and for the 

next six years Drs. Bailey and Huffham and Rev. C. S. 

Farris were in charge. In July, 1887, Dr. Bailey sur

rendered the chief editorship to Mr. Farris, and de

voted himself to the business department of the paper. 

This arrangement proved a most excellent one. The en

terprise of Dr. Bailey i~furthering the interests of 

The Recorder and the vigorous, aggressive policy ~: the 

chief editor in his support of all worthy denominational 

enterprises and institutions--particularly in his de

votion to Wake Forest Co11ege--brought the paper into 

universal favor. liThe Recorder in July, 1875," writes 

Dr. Bailey, "had on its list of subscribers about 1,800 

names •.•• Thousands of new mames have been recorded on 

our books."· And from this time on the popularity and 

usefulne ss of The Recorder have s teadi 1 y increased. 

* The Biblical Recorder, July 13, 1887. 
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"The chief desire of my heart," declares ~ditor Farris 

on assuming control of the paper, "has been the unity 

and progress of the North Carolina Baptists." This aim 

was steadily kept before The Recorder, and to a remark

able degree realized. 

With the beginning of the fifty-fifth volume, July 

:3, 1889, Rev. J. A. Speight became associate editor, Mr. 

Farris having resigned some months previously. "Brother 

Speight has had considerable experience in newsp£~per won," 

writes Dr. Bailey in introducing him, "and comes to the 

office well prepared for its labors and sacrifices." The 

form of the paper was changed to a five-column quarto, 

and many improvements made. Mr. Speight continued as 

associate editor until April, 1891, when he was succeed-

ed by J. C. Caddell. Most of the editorial labor now 

devolved on Dr. Bailey, who, though growing old, lost 

none of his freshness and vigor as a writer. 

In the spring of 1895 Dr. Bailey turned The Recorder 

over to his son, J. W. Bailey, and retired from the ac

tive duties of editorship. For twenty years Dr. Bailey 

had guided The Recorder, and with the exception of 

Thomas Meredith, whose control of the paper extended OVer 

seventeen years, he wielded an influence in North Carolina 

greater than any other one Baptist leader. 

The son was a worthy successor of his father. At 
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first he was inclined to be reactionary, and looked with 

Buspicion on some of the expressions of life which took 

the form of auxiliary organizations, but as the true im

port of such organization became apparent and the dangers 

that were feare d were avoide d he be came a vigorous sup

porter of all denominational activities. While disa-

greeing with Dr. Whitsitt on SOme p0-itlts in the memorahle 

controversy ever to be associated with the Seminary pres

ident's name, he was nevertheless most careful and con-

siderate in expression, and loyally stood by the Semi-

nary. 

Mr. Bailey continued as editor of The Recorder 
v 

until ilfay, 1897, and during his twelve years of service 

he prOduced a 3apti st paper of great worth. He had a 

broad conception of the function of the religious journal, 

and made his paper felt not only in denominational af

fairs~ but in the life of the people of North Carolina 

of every denomination. He believed above all things 

else in the power of the Bible, and lent every encourage-

ment and argunent at his con:mand to further more genera] 

reading and study of the Book. He believed in civio 

righteousness, and boldly ilook his stand against the 

evi ls with which hi s stat e was infe ste d. He was a sound 

Baptist, but &B we follow his G~r,~8r we find him emphas

izing those things which pertain to life rather than 



162 

form. He expressly avows his purpose time and again 

to make The Recorder a paper not for preachers, primarily, 

but for the horne. 

In May, 1907, Mr. Bailey retired from the editorship 

of The Recorder to take up the practice of law. "I am 

leaving it (the field of journalism)," he writes in his 

valedictory, "because it seems to me that I have done all 

in it under the present limitations that I can well do" 

and because, moreover, I have always felt that I was 

rreant for another field of endeavor:' It is worth while 

here to quote his parting words in leaving The Recorder: 

"***In the first place all the religion that I have 
is expresse d in my hope for the Kingdom of God on earth. 
A religious people, I hold, must not content themselves 
with maintaining preaching, teaching, missions and char-
i ties. These things they must indeed maintain; and they 
must maintain them to one high purpose, namely" the King
dom of God on ear~ To this same purpose they must main
tian a direct and jealous interest in public affairs, 
polit1cs, if you so choose to call it. There is a great 
distinction to be made here between a church or a relig
ious convention and a religious newspaper. The religious 
bOdy cannot discuss political questions unless these 
questions either directly affect that body or are of para
moun t--clearly paramount--moral importance. But a re
ligious paper speaks for a people" its constituency, 
rat he r than an org ani zed body; its voice is not binding 
as is the voice of the organized religious body; and, 
moreover" it has distinctly the functions of general in
telli¢gence and the direction of Christian impulses to 
the service of the Co;-!':monweal th. It has the best op
portunity to apply Christianity to public affairs. indeed 
it has the only opportunity to direct Christian impulses 
in politics--for the churches of God and the secular 
papers are disposed" for the most part" to treat of pol
itics in a political way. 

"As it is right" in the interest of the Kingdom of 
God on earth, right and necessary" to view events from 
the Christian standpoint and apply the Christian impulses 
of religious peoples to public questions, so is it right 
and necessary that the religious newspaper undertake the 
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task; for it alone has the opportunity. In bringing in 
the Kingdom of Heaven in public affairs the re1igic;us 
paper has a supreme call."· 

From May, 1907, to February, 1908, The Recorder 

was edited by Rev. C. W. Blanchard, who displayed ex

cellent judgment as an editor, but whose inexperience 

as a practical jOUTnalist proved too serious a handicap 

for permanent success. His successor was sought and 

found in Hight C. Moore, who had served the denomination 

in North Carolina for a number of years as Sunday school 

secretary, and whose writing for the press had brought 

him into favorable notice. Of him his predecessor said, 

in announcing his selection: "Throughout the whole SouLh

land he is known and esteemed for his personal chc~racter 

as a man, and his literary capabilities. If the field 

had been canvassed his superior could not have been 

found, if his equal, to mount the tripod ,:0 be the leader 

of the great Baptist hosts of North Caro1ina."·* 

Mr. Moore has continue d to the present as edi tor 

of The Biblical Recorder. 

The story of The Baptist and Reflector ~a one of con

solidation and evolution, illustrative of one great ten

dency among Southern Baptist journals since the War. 

Dr. J. R. Graves, of Tennessee Baptist fame, resuned 

his editorial labors February 1, 1867, styling his paper 

* The Bi bli:;· J. ?ccorder, ;ilay 1, 1907. 
**Ibid, F~b~~~~l 5, 1908. 
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The Baptist. But the J. R. Graves of ante-bellum days 

had disappeared~ and The Baptist of 1867 following re

sembles far more the lamb than the lion. One could 

scarcely find a more med~ocre publication. Gradually~ 

however, its circulation increased. In 1886 The Bap

tist Gleaner~ a small pc.per published at Fulton, Ken

tucky, was consolidated with The Baptist, and its ed

itor, Dr. J. B. Moody, became Graves I assistant. 

In 1874 Dr. O. C. Pope of Morristown, Tennessee~ 

established The Baptist Reflector, which he continued to 

issue for four years, selling it in 

THE BAPTIST 1878 to Dr. W. D. Mayfield. The paper 

AND REFLECTOR. was removed to Nashville, and Dr. W. 

B. Womack became associate editor with 

Dr. Mayfi e Id. T hre e years later Rev. J. B. Chevi s pur

chased the paper and becmne sole editor. 

Rev. G. A. Nunnally, who in 1876 had become pastor 

at Rome, Georgia, had undertaken the publication of a 

small Baptist weekly, The Baptist Sun. In 1881 Dr. J. 

M. Robertson bouglt the paper and moved it to Chatta

nooga, Tennessee, where he published it as The American 

Baptist. The following year Dr. Robertson bo~ht The 

Baptist Reflector and consolidated it with his paper, 

styling the resulting publication The American Baptist 

Reflector. The struggle for existence that ensued 
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terminated in 1885, when the paper was turned over to 

Drs. R. J. Wi llingham and A. W. McGaha, pastors in Cha t

tanooga. 

Neither The American Baptist Reflector nor The Bap-

tist of Memphis was receiving such support as to insure 

sUCCess or make effectiveness possible. Consequently 
t/ 

·When Dr· E. E. Folk became editor and proprietor of the 

former paper in 1888 he sought and secured a consolida-

t ion 0 f the two publi cat ions. Both p8.pers were remove:i 

to Nashville and issued as The Baptist and Reflector. Dr. 

Folk served as chief editor, and associated with himself 

Drs. Graves and LIoody as assistants. Dr. Graves, how-

ever, scon tired of his unremunerative task and turned 

his interest in the p~per over to his son-in-law, Dr. 

O. L. Hailey, who took over the share of Dr. Moody and 

became joint editor with Dr. Folk. In 1891 Dr. Folk 

bough t out Dr. Moody, becoming sole e di tor and propri

etor' and continues in charge to the present. The paper 

has been gradu&lly improved both in sUbstance and in 

form, but has never risen to preeminence. 

The Baptist Couri.er of South Care:lina was begun as 

The Working Christian, which was established at Y,~rk-

vi lle, South Carolina, in July, 1869. Rev. Tillman R. 

Gaines was the first e di tor. In May, 1870, Rev. L. H. 

Shuck bec2~e asspciate editor, and the paper was removed 
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to Charleston, where it was published until October, 1871. 

At this time Rev. W. A. Gaines, brother of T. R. Gaines, 

became joint editor and proprietor, and the paper was 

again removed, this time to Columbia, South Carolina. 

Drs. Reynolds, Furman, and Manly were secured as edi tor-
I'-

ia1 contributors, and the paper became a fairly effect

ive Baptist organ. In May, 1872, C. J. McJunkin bought 

an interest in the paper, and three months later became 

sole proprietor. He was assisted by J. L. Reynolds. 

The Working Christian did not flourish. Col. James 

A. Hoyt, a prominent layman of Green-

THE BAPTIST 

COURIER. 

ville, came to the rescue in 1878, 

purchased the paper, changed its name 

to The Baptist Courier, and proceeded 

to put it on a sound business basis. He removed the paper 

to Greenville and placed it in the hands of A. W. Lamar 

as editor and Drs. J. A. Chambliss and J. C. Riden as 

associates. Hr. Lamar soon exchanged places wi th Dr. 

Hiden, the latter becoming chief editor, and the former 

associate. After a brief time Dr. Chambliss became chief 

editor, remaining such until 1882, when W. W. Keys be-
, 

ca~e joint proprietor with Col. Hoyt, and Dr. J. C. 

Furman was secured as editor. For nine years Dr. Fur-

man, in the midst of his arduous duties as professor 

in Furman Universi ty, wrote for The Courier, exerting a 

.~ 



167 

wide influence throughout the state. His death oc

curred March 3, 1891. 

Soon after the death of Dr. Furman Col. Hoyt sold 

his interest in The Courier to Dr. A. J. S. Thomas, who 

took charge of the paper on the first of June. In his 

address to the readers of The Bourier Dr. Thomas says: 

"It is the desire and interest of those now having con

trol of The Courier that it shall continue to be in the 

future the power for good that it has been in the p::,st. 

I t wi 11 continue to advocate and push every in tereet 

of our people which has for its aim the advanc8ment of 

our Redeemer's kingdom at home and abroad."· The found

ation that had been laid by Col. Hoyt, Dr. Furman and 

their helpers was a solid one, and now it only required 

the right man to make the paper grow in pnwer and use

ful-nes9. 

In Dr. Thomas such a man was found. He was not a 

brilliant writer, nor an especially profound thinker; 

but he was a thorough Baptist, wi th every good cause of 

the denomination on his heart, and with indefatigable 

labor he worked for Baptist progress through the medium 

of hi s paper. For nearly twenty years, aided by Mr. W. 

w. Keys, his business associate, he edited The Courier, 

and bro~t it to a high standard of efficiency. In his 

death, April 1, 1911, Southern Baptists lost one of 

• The Bhptist Courier, June 1, 1891. 
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their most honored leaders. Of him The Courier said: 

"He guided his paper with a wise head. All that he 

wrote was for the peace and edification of the cause 

whose interests were so lar~ely in his keeping. He was 

the uniform, staunch suppolE'ter of all the work of the 

denomination, and gave his influence always to the things 

that make for a conservative progress. If he ever wrote 

a word of bitterness we do not remember to have seen it. 

He was moderate in all things; but in matters of civic 

righteousness his words were as clear and true as the 

ring of a steel hammer." 

Dr. Z. T. Cody, who for nine years had bcmpastor 

at GreenVille, and who for some time previous to Dr. 

Thomas' death had assisted in the editorial ~~rk, was 

now chosen as joint editor with J. C. Keys. Under their 

control The Courier has maintained its old standard, and 

is doing highly effective service for the denomination. 

The Missouri Baptist was comr,1enced at Palmyra, His-

souri, January 1, 1866, by Revs. J. H. Luther and R. M. 

Rhoads. The Baptist Record was begun in October of the 

same year at St. Louis by Dr. A. A. Kendrick. Both pape~s 

had secured a fairly good support by August, 1868, when 

their consolidation was determined upon, the resulting 

publi cation being styled The Central Baptilt, and pub-



169 

lished at St. Louis; Revs. J. H. Luther and Norman Fox 

were editors, with A. A. Kendrick as associate. Mr. 

Fox soon severed his connecticn with the paper, and in 

July, 1870, W. Pope Yeaman be came joint editor wi th J • 

H. Luther, taking the place of Dr. Kendrick. In aecemb~ 

1877, Dr. Wi lli am Ferg uson became pro-

THE CENTRAL 

BAPTI8T. 

prietor of the paper, and associated 

Dr. J. C. Armstrong with himself as 

editor. Dr. William H. Williams bought 

the paper in 1882, and he and Dr. Armstrong were editors 

until 1893, when Dr. Williams' death occul'red. The prop-

erty reverted to the widow of Dr. Willi2ms, whose ovmer

ship continued, Dr. Armstrong remaining editor. Later 

a stocl company was organized and the paper purchased 

from Urs. Williams. The form of the paper was changed 

to the four-column magazine style, and the policy in

stituted of securin~ signed contributions from leading 

preachers and vaiters of the denomination. Dr. Arm

strong continued to serve as ni2naging edi tor. 

In July, 1895, The Word and Way was comi:~enced at 

Kansas Ci ty" Mi 9souri" by S. iL Brown and E. K. Maiden--. 

Associated with them as assistants were 3. W. Wiseman, 

W. S. Pierce, and A. C. Rafferty. From the first the 

paper was neatly printed, well edited, and filled to an 

unusual extent wi th news of the churches in ~assouri. 



170 

It rapidly gained in circulation, but the very fact 

that there were two papers in the stste, each well con-

ducted and Vlorthy of support, IT,ade it impossible that 

either should attain the highest usefulness. At the close 

of the year 1912 negotiations were entered into look

ing to the consolidation of the two 

THE WORD 

AND WAY. 

p~pers, and in January, 1913, this was 

effected. The plant of The Central Bap

tist was purchased and removed to Kan-

sas City, where the combined publication is issued as The 

Word and Way, incorporating The Central Baptist, pub-
L 

lished by The Word and Way Publishing Company. The con-

solidation gave to the peper a subscription list of 22,000 

names., It was determined to put the company's business 

on a strictly cash basis, enlc~rge and improve the paper, 

and issue it for $1.00 per year, as opposed to the price 

of $1.50 and $2.00 almost universally charged by other 

leading Baptist papers. It remains to be seen with what 

success the venture will meet. 

Correspondence with the editor of The Alabama Bap

tist disclosed the fact that Rev. James T. Murfee had 

written a careful and exhaustive history of "Journalism 

of the Baptist Denomination in A18bama, n published in 

The Alabama Baptist in the issue of December 2, 1908. 

I have made liber~,l use of this article in tracing the 
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history of journalism in this state. 

In 1865 The Southwestern Baptist ceased to exist~ 

as has been noted~ having been m~~ged with the Christian 

Index of Georgia~ and the denomination ir. Alabama was 

left without a state paper for eight years. The Index~ 

however, was taken by many Baptists in Alabarr.a~ and thus 

served as a denominational medium. During this period, 

from 1865 to 1873, according to Dr. Murfee, all denom

inational interests suffereQ so much from lack of a state 

organ that the subject was seriously considered by the 

Alabama delegates to the Southern Baptist Convention at 

Mobile in the spring of 1873, and when the state conven

tion was held in Tuscaloosa on the seventh of Noverr.ber 

of the same year~ the SUbject that elicited the greatest 

interest was that of establieting a Baptist organ for 

the state. 

Many of the de leg at es fe 1 t a deep sense of need for 

a state organ, and full appreciation 

of its worth towards building up the THE ALABAMA 

BAPTIST. interests of the denomination. Others 

argued that it would require at least 

~lO~OOO to found the paper~ and were unwilling to risk 

placing the convention under so heavy an obligation. 

This sentiment prevailed~ and the convention adjourned 

with the general impression that the enterprise was 

., 
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financially too hazardous to be undertaken, however de

sirable it might be. 

"Accordingly, after returning to Marion, Dr. W. w. 
lilkerson advanced $2,500 for the enterprise and Rev. 

/). tJ., 
E. T. Winkler became editor. Mr. D. G. Lyon, a recent 

"A 

graduate of Howard College, and now the distinguished 

professor of Semi ti clang uages in Harvard University, 

was selected as local editor and business managar. With 

such union of financial ability, business sagacity, and 

literary talent the new journal imrnedi£Ltely won distinc

tion. The masterful editorials by Rev. E. T. Winkler 

were copied throughout the United States, and by his pen 

our people were enlisted as one soul in supporting all 

our denominational enterprises. The superb admini stra-

tion of the :ina.nces by Dr. W. W. Wilkerson Boon repaid 

the $2,500 advanced to start the paper, and insured it 

a permanent and adequate revenue. The paper was then 

presented to the convention by Dr. Wilkerson. The sig

nal success of the p2_per was due also in no small degree 

to the able work of Ur. D. G. Lyon. Hi s industry and 

diligence, his conscientious scholarship and love for 

learning, which 'Tere diC3played to a marked degree at 

Howard College and on the work of the paper, have since 

made him the foremost Semitic schole_r in Ameri ca, 

"In 1878 The convention met at Talladega, and a 
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committee was appointed to define the relation of The Ala

bama Baptist to the convention. A permanent transfer of 

the editorial and financial management was made to Rev. 

E. T. Winkler and Rev. John L. West. In April, 1881, the 

editing of the paper was transferred by Dr. E. T. Winkler 

and Rev. John 1.. West to Rev. W. C. Cleveland. Later the 

paper was purchased by Rev. W. C. Cleveland and Rev. John 

L. We st. In March, 1884, Dr. Cleveland severed hi s con

nection wi th The Alabama Bapti st, and Rev. John L. West 

becanle sole editor and proprietor. Later Major John G. 

Harris purchased the paper from Rev. John L. West, and 

employed Br~"Renfroe as editor. In the spring of 1887 

Dr. Renfroe reti red as edi tor and Rev. C. W. Htre suc-

ceeded him. In 1893 W. B. Crumpton became associated . ."\ 

in the editorial management of the paper. Later Rev. E. 

F. Baber, a skilled journalist, became connected with The 

Alabama Baptist. 

"Rev. Frank Wi llis Barnett bought the paper of Major 

John G. Harris on January 1, 1902. It then had a circu

lation of about 5,000. This number was soon more than 

doubled. When the recent regulations of the postoffice 

department went into effect, the law required that nearly 

2,000 names be dropped from the mailing list; and the cir

cUlation of the paper for 1998 was alout 8,000." 

Mr. Barnett has continued as editor to the present 
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time, making of The Alabama Baptist an ever-increasing 

force in the affairs of the denomination of the state. 

His editorial policYI he writes l is "to upbui1d our Bap

tist enterprises l " and the chief function of the paperl 

he considers l is "to serve the Baptists of Alabama." 

Prior to the War efforts had been made to establish 

a Baptist paper for Florida, but had uniform11 failed. 

In 1872 resolutions were adopted by the Florida qGb.vention 

in favor of such an en terpri se, and in February I 1873, 

the publication of The Florida Baptist was begun at Lake 

THE BAPTIST 

WITNESS. 

Ci ty by Rev. W. D. :',~cCa11um. It was 

impossib1e l however l to secure suf

ficient supportl and in 1876 it was 

sold to The Christian Index, which was 

for a nurnber of years the official organ of Florida Bap

tists. An effort made in 1884 to revive The Florida Bap-

tist proved UIlsuccessfu1 1 but in February o.-f that year 

The Baptist Witness was begun l with A. P. Ashurst and C. 

C. Hi 11 as edi tors. During the fi Tst year the paper 

was published at Lake City, but in June, 1885, was re

moved to DeLand. Rev. S. H. Provence l a prominent Georgia 

minister, purchased a half interest in The Wi tness, and 

became joint editor with Mr. Ashurst. Soon afterwards 

M. F. Hood purchased the p2..I?er and moved it to Ocala. 

In Augustl 1891, J. C. Porter purchased the paper, be-
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coming chief editor, with Prof. C. S. Farris and Rev. L. 

D. Geiger associate editors. The paper was then moved 

back to De Lar..d, and in January, 1886, Dr. J. H. Gri ffi th 

became editor and W. A. S. Northrup proprietor. Dr. 

Griffith remained editor for one year, when his place 

was taken by Revs. U. A. Bailey and W. N. Chaudoin. In 

October, 1887, The Wi tne'JS Publishing Association was 

organized, with Rev. L. D. Plmner as editor of the paper. 

Minutes of the Florida Oonvention show that !he 

Witness was in the hands of Brethren Bailey, Chaudoin, 

Geiger, and Porter during the next ten years. Its sup

port was never great, and its publication largely a 

labor of love on the p~rt of the devoted editors. From 

1895 onward Rev. J. C. Porter was chief editor, and gra~ 

ually placed the paper on a self-sustaining basia, so 

that by 1898 it had begun to compare favorably with its 

more prosperous contemporaries in other states. 

In January, 1904, after some fifteen years of self

sacrificing service, J. C. Porter laid down his pen, and 

two months thereafter entered into his eternal rest. 

Since April, 1903, The Southern Baptist had been 

published in Jacksonville, Florida. On June~ 1, 1904, 

this paper and The Witness were consolidated under the 

name of The Southern Baptist Witness, under the manage

ment and editorship of Reva. J. B. Holly and W. A. Hob-
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Bon, and its re-publication was continued in Jackson

ville. Soon after the consolidation of the two papers 

conditions arose which made it impracticable for The 

Witness to be longer published under the contract of 

consolidation, and a temporary m2~agement was arranged 

for by the two interests. 

Through the generosity of Mr. John B. Stetson, a 

wealthy Florida Baptist, both interests in the paper we.e 

purchased, and in addition the subscription lists of the 

Baptist Messenger, a strtEgling li ttle weekly published 

at Pensacola. Mr. Stetson now fir.de a gift of the entire 

property to the Florida State Convention, which was ac

cepted in its annual meeting at Jacksonville, 1905. Rev. 

W. A. Hobson waS appointed edi tor and C. S. Farri s and 

W. L. Mahon associ ates • A few mon ths later the paper was 

transferred to G~lando, where it was iosued for the con

vention by C. S. Fari~s and C. H. Nash. Soon thereafter, 

by order of the convention, 'fhe Witness was placed in 

the hands of F. C. Edwards, who had served efficiently 

as office editor previously, ~d Ocala again made the 

place of publi cation. Mr. Edwards now began a vigorous 

campaign to place the p?per on a cash baSis, and by the 

meeting of the convention in 1907 was able to report con

siderable progress. 

The heal th of ~IIr. Edw2.rds having failed, he surren-
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dere d the wo rk in January, 19 08, and J. H. Tharp was 

made edi tor and r:J.C',n'~.ger. Conventi'::m ovmership had thus 

far proven unsuccessful,. and the new mr:nagernent assumed 

control with a heavy deficit. 

1.'Ir. Tharp found the task too burdensome and uncon

genial, hence when the convention n:et, Ji:Lrn.lctry, 19C9,he 

tendered his resignation. F. C. Edwards, the r;-,ost S'.lC

cessful of all the man2~ers of the paper until his health 

had f[~iled, had by this time sufficiently recovered to 

resume '.;York, and was chosen by the convention as editor, 

with Charles [,;. Brittain as assist::mt. Diligent lo.bor did 

not enable them to p12.ce the p8per on a se If-sustaining 

C2.al s for the neat year, and in April, 1911, they Bur

rendered their task to E. Z. F. Golden, of Georgia, whom 

the convention chose to edit o.nd publish its peper. For 

one year Mr. Golden labore d wi th much zeal to make The 

Witness self-supporting, but when the convention met in 

January, 1912, he was forced to report a debt of ~2, 000. 

The convention, tired 0: its burden, of:ered to sell the 

p~per for the amount of its indebtedness. Dr. W. D. 

Nowlin bec2Jl:e the purchaser, and with D. C. Nowlin has 

been issuing the pc.per 6 ince • Dr. Uowlin has geined fer 

himself a place of trust and honor ir. the denoiy,inat ion, 

and as editor of The Witness he has been accorded the 

hearty support of Florida BaptiDts. The paper has been 
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considerably improved v:i thin the past year" and gives 

promise of continued improvement. Its limited oppor

tunities and financial handicap still keep it in the 

class of mediocre Baptist weeklies. 

The Baptists of Arkansas have experience~great dif

ficulty in maintaining a state paper from the close of 

the War even to the present. 

In 1867 the stcte convention determined upon the e&

tablishment of a paper" and chose Rev. P. S. G. Watson 

as editor. The convention ownership experi~ent proved 

unsatisfactory" however, and at the next meeting of the 

conven tion !\!r. Watson purchased the paper. Finding him-

8elf unable to maintain its publication, in 1870 he sold 

out to The Baptist of Memphis. For four years the state 

was without a Baptist paper of its own. In 1874 The 

Western Baptist was begun by Rev. p. B. Espey, but soon 

THE ARKANSAS 

BAPTIST • 

coJ.lapsed, and was t<'iken dlver by The 

Baptist of Memphis. Dr. Eaton gives 

as follows the subsequent history of 

journalism in Arkansas, which, in the 

absence of files of the papers mentioned, and in view of 

Dr. Eaton's wide acquaintance in this field, I ~i per-

suaded to accept as accurE~te: 

"In 1880 J. P. Eag le, J.~ M. King, W. D. }Jayfield, 

Benj. Thomas, and T. B. Espey formed a stock company and 
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beg an to i asue at Li tt 1e Rock The Arkansas Evange 1. In 

a few months Drs. B. R. Womack and J. B. Searcy were made 

editors, and the p~per was moved to Dardanelle. In two 

years the stockholder~ tired of the burden, turned the 

paper over to Dr. Womack, who sold a half interest to 

Dr. Searcy, and two years later Dr. Womack retired, Dr. 

A. S. Worrell taking his place. Next year we find Dr. 

Womack ag ain in chr:!.rge, wi th Revs. M. D. Early and O. M. 

Lucas as associates. The next year these last two are 

dropped, and in one year more, 1886, we find Dr. W. A. 

Forbes as sole editor and proprietor, wi th :\1. D. Early 

as field editor. Two years later Revs. J. N. Hall and 

J. H. Ui1burn became associ~ted wi th Dr. Forbes, and in 

a few months he sold out to them. In November, 1888, 

Allen W. Clark became business manager, buying out Mil

burn; and on March 1, 1889, Dr. W. A. Clark bought out 

Hall, and in the next January he became sole proprietor. 

On October 1, 1899, the paper was sold to Dr. O. L. 

Hailey and Rev. R. E. Drake, but on the 16th of April, 

19CO, Dr. Clark bought back the paper, aSSOCiating with 

him Dr. J. H. Milburn."· 

For some time earnest efforts had been made to uni~ 

the "Landmark" Baptists, who had their own aSSOCiation, 

with the Arkansas Convention. One of the leaders of the 

Landmarkers was Dr. Clark, who, on assuming control of 

• lJewman, "A Century of Baptist Achievement," p. 275. 
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The Arkansas Baptist, pledged the convention that he 

would make no attack on it or its employees. This 

pledge was not kept, and the convention of 1901 with

drew its recommendation of the paper. A stock company 

THE BAPTIST 

ADVANCE. 

was formed soon thereafter, and The 

Bapti st Advance establi shed, edited 

by Dr. A. J. Barton, with E. J. A. 

McKinney and Sam Eaton associate ed -

itors. This the convention heartily endorsed in its 

session of 1902. Bitter war on the paper and the con

vention ensued on the part of Dr. Clark through his 

j oumal. A "peace coromi ttee" was appointed to put a 

stop to this deplorable state of affairs, but after long 

negotiations reached no satisf~ctory conclusion. 

In form and in rr.atter The Advance now C2~e rapidly 

to the forefront as one of the best and most progressive 

B&ptist journals. John Jeter Hurt became junior editor 

in June, 1903, and a,jded much strength to the paper. 

One year later, Dr. Barton,having accepted the field secre

taryship of the Horte Mission Board of the Southern Bap

tist Convention, retired from his position on the p~per~ 

and }':r. }!urt becru:-.e chi ef edi tor. In January of the fol

lowing year Rev. J. F. Love succeeded to this position, 

but in March accepted the crcll to become assistant secre

tary of the Home rUssion Board at Atlanta. His place waS 
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taken by Benjamin Cox and E. J. A. McKinney, who during 

the year associated with themselves A. H. Autry and A. P. 

Scofield. From this date, 1908, to the close of 1912, 

these men, under the leadership of E. J. A. McKinney, 

gave to Arkansas a paper of much merit. The old motto, 

adopted when the paper was born, "For Christ, the Churches, 

and Cooperation," formed a suitable index to the policy 

of the paper, which but for financial handicaps would 

have no doubt become a great Baptist journal. But this 

inveterate foe of success, inadequate support, forced a 

reckoning, and wi th a debt of ~6, 000 'fhe Advance was 

forced to capitulate. The paper had proved itself of 

too great value, however, for Arkansas Baptists to allow 

its suspension, accordingly the publication board of the 

state convention agreed to liquidate the debt and as-

sume ownership. 1.Ir. T.rcKinney was ret 13.ined as edi tor and 

Hi ss Anna Bass employed as business m8.m'.ger. Under thi s 

arranger:lent The Advance has maintained itself to the pres

ent, a live, efficient, well-edited paper, lacking only 

sufficient support to t&ke its place as one of our best 

Baptist publications. 

Dr. H. L. Winburn, for many years one of the lead

ing preachers of Arkansas, gives succinctly the subse

quent history of The Arkansas Baptist: 

"Dr. Clark and hi s p2.per led a revolt from org an

i zed work. The revolt made a strong aveal to that 
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large element in the denomination which does not care to 

do aggressive work. The revolt was fol~owed by a short 

period of unusual prosperity in the life of the paperl 

lasting probably three to five years. This was succeeded 

by a period of decline l which has oontinued steadily until 

now. Dr. Clark was s ucce eded by Ben .~:!. Bogard as edi tor I 

and after a few years he was succeeded by C. L. Powell l 

who was in turn succeeded by J. H. Nevnnan. Each change 

marked a downward step in the vigor and usefulness of 

the paper. The name of the paper was changed to The Land-

mark Baptistl and later ch2nged once or twice more. To-

day the p~per barely exists, and it i8 practically lost 

as a real force among the Baptists of the state." 

It was with much difficulty that the weakened denom-

inational forces of Ei ssi ssippi were reorganized 

close of the War. The Mississippi Baptist 

i st soon after hosti li ties corr:mencedl and was 
.I 

without a Baptist paper until 1887. During this time the 

Bapti st of Hemphi s, Tennessee, served 

THE BAPTIST as a medi urn of news and commtmi cation 

RECORD. for Misaissi?pi. 

The narrow and reactionary views 

of Dr. Graves were not pleasing to the leaders of the de-
I 

nomination in IHssissi0Pi, aI1;d in 1877 it was determined 

that they should hnve a peper of their ovm. James B. 
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Gambrell, pastor at Oxford, Hississippi, had acquired 

considerable reputation as a writer, and was chosen to 

be The Record's first editor. Mr. Gambrell was called 

as pastor of the church at Clinton, the home of lJissis

sippi College, whence the p2.per was issued. M. '1'. Har

tin, professor of m~thematics in the college, was owner 

and busine ss mrn8ge r • 

The services of Editor G~~brell proved so satisfac

tOIY to his brethren that he was ursed to become sole ed

itor and proprietor, in order that he might devote his 

entire time to the work. Negotiations to this effect 

with Prof. !,!artin proved disappointing until July, 1881, 

when terms were reached whereby Gambrell took over the 

interest of the former, and 2nnouncec the purpose of 

his life-work "to make The Baptist Record a paper worthy 

of the hearty support of all our people" and a great 

power for the development and direction of the armies of 

Israel •••• The Record will resolutely set its face to

warda the future, and grapple with the liYing questions 

of th e day. n * 
The Record was moved to Jackson, and for ten years 

Dr. Gambrell gave to Mississippi Bnptists a strong, pro

gressive paper, a force for good throughout the atate" 

and a 'LL.'"lifying factor of great influence in the work of 

the denomination. Duting these years he was assisted 

* The Baptist Record, July 7, 1881. 
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from 1884 to 1885 by Prof. George Wharton, and for a 

brief period in 1886 by Dr. L. S. Foster. The p2per was 

thc:~·.,oved to ::eridian. A consolidation ViaS effected with 

The Southern Baptist, a small weekly which had been 

started in 1875 at 'Meridian by Rev. A.li-lt.{edsett, and the 

whole interest was ovmed by a stock company and known as 

The Southern Baptist Record. Soon after this Dr. J. A. 

Hackett of San Antonio, Texas, a former Mississippian, 

returned to the state and was made associate editor. The 

editorial work of The Record now devo1~ed almost wholly 

on Dr. Hackett, Dr. Gambre 11 being employed outside the 

office" and writing only as contributor. At the close 

of the year 1891 Dr. Gambrell retired from all connectian 

with The Record.· 

Lacking both the expe rience and the abili ty of Dr. 

Gambrell" Dr. Hackett found his task as editor of The 

Record beset with great difficulties. A heavy indebted

ness had accumulated, and his only reoourse was to cut 

expenses in every direction, serve almost without re

muneration" and live from the income of his preaching. 

The BtrU6~le was a long and heroic one, but he succeeded 

at last in removing the debt. In doing this" however, 

the efficiency of the p~per was sacrificed to such an ex

tent as to call forth a resolution of remonstrance from 

the corr~ittee on periodicals in the convention of 1896. 

* Foster, "Mississippi Baptist Preachers," pp. 291, 292. 



185 

Dr. W. A. Hurt had undertaken the publication of a small 

rr:onth1y at Winona, The Baptist Layman, which by this time 

had been m~de a weekly with Dr. J. L. Johnson editor for 

a whi le, and then T. J. Bailey. With the two papers di

viding the patronage of the state it was impossible that 

either should be of much value, hence the recommend&tion 

of the convention that a consolidation be effected. Ef

forts were made looking to thi (3 end, but were unsuccess

ful until 1898, when a stock company was formed and both 

papers purchased. The Southe rn Dapti st Record of Meridian 

and The Layman of Winona then gc_".;e way to The B8.ptist of 

Jackson, wi th Drs. J. B. Searcy and T. J. Bailey as editor 

and msnager respectively. The income proved insuffici

ent for the support of both, so Dr. Searcy retired after 

a few months and Dr. Bailey took both offices. The 

name of the paper was then che~ged back to The Baptist 

Record, Dr. Bailey continuing as editor and manager to 

};larch, 1912. 

At this time Dr. Bailey's interest was purchased 

by Dr. P. I. Lipsey and Rev. J. C • Parker, the former 

as edi tor, the latter as business manager. In November, 

1912, Dr. Lipsey bought Mr. Parker IS sto ck, and J. J. 

Lipsey, his son, became managing editor. 

Hothing in the history of journalism in !assissippi, 

nor, perhaps, in the South, has ever equalled the success 
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wi th whi'oh The Record has met under this new management. 

Dr. Lipsey, a graduate of the Uni ve rsi ty of Hi 8si ssippi 

and of the Southe rn Bapt is t The olog i cal SeminnI"Ij, had for 

a number of years been pastor of the church at Clinton, 

and was known throughout the state as a scholarly and 

effective preacher, but his abilities as journalist were 

to ['lost of his brethren 1IDsuspected to the time of his 

assuming charge of The Record. Though not a brilliant 

writer, Dr. Lipsey haa shown himself alive to ~very in

terest of the denomination, and has infused new life inm 

the organized 'Nork of the state. From a circulation of 

less than 3,000 when he took charge of the paper it has 

grown to more than ten thousand. The future of The 

Record seems now t~ be assured. 

The Mississippi Baptist was begun in 1891, by Rev. 

:r. L. Clark at Newton as organ of the General Association. 

Publication has been sustained to the present, but the 

paper haa been of too little consequence to makes its 

history worth the tracing here. Recently (January, 1914) 

a reorganization has been effected in an effort to put 

new life into the paper, with Revs. R. L. Breland as 

editor and James E. Chapman associate editor, and VI. P. 

Chapman field edi tor. 

At the close of the War- The Louisiana Baptist was 

revived, Dr. A. S~ Worrell becoming editor and proprietor. 
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In a short time, however, Dr. Worrell sold the paper hack 

to W. F. Wells and Dr. Frank1i~ Courtney, from whom he 

had bought it in 1835. The e:~fort to sustain it provi ng 

hopeless, the paper was sold to The Baptist of Memphis, 

1869. This paper and The ;Ussissippi Baptist Record 

served in turn as denominational organ for Louisiana until 

THE BAPTIST 

CHRONICLE. 

1886, when The Baptist Chronic1~ was 

established at Shreveport. Dr. W. S. 

Penick, a Virginian, and graduate of 

Richmond College, was the first editor. 

Rev. R. !,~. Boone, a native Louisianian, b04;ht the paper 

in the fall of 1888, and continued to publish it in Shreve-

port for a year or more, after which it was removed to 

Ruston, where publication was continued until December, 

1906. At this time it was removed to Alexandria, where 

it has remained. In 1903 a stock company was organized 

and the paper placed in its hnnds, Mr. Boone continuing 

as edi tor. About a year later the paper was sold to 

Rev. Bruce Ben ton and Rev., J " B .. Lawrence, who became 

j oint edi tors. I!.r. Boone cg ain became owner in 1910, 

and continued as editor until April, 1912. The paper was 

then purchased by, E. O. Ware, the present editor. Mr. 

Ware is a native of Kentucky, educated at the Kentucky 

University, and A. & M. College of Kentucky. In this 

difficult field, a large part of which is strongly 
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Catholic, he reports some progress, though the success 

~et with, he am,1its, has not been very encouraging. 

In "Flowers and Fruits, or 46 Years in Texas," Z. 

N. Morrell, a pioneer Baptist preacher of Texas, tells 

of the beginning of Baptist journalism in Texas after 

the War as follows: 

"Elder J. B. Link, who went out from !,u ssouri with 

the army and served among the soldiers during the War as 

a minister, was in Texas at the time of the surrender, 

looking after the army mission work, under the appoint

ment of the Domestic Mission Board. Seeing the vast re

SQurces of the great state and the Baptist strength to 

be developed, he conceived the idea of starting a denom

inational state paper. A few brethren of inte Uigence 

and enterprise encouraged the undertaking, and about the 

close of 1865 he issued the first number of The Texas 

Baptist Herald, from the city of 

Houston. THE TEXAS 

BAPTIST HERALD. "He was entirely without means, as 

was many a man who had served with the 

army. T rave rsing a larg e part of the st at e, he made many 

friends to the enterprise he so fondly and resolutely cher-

ished. Facilities at that time for traveling were by no 

meaas good. When he could n9t conveniently get a horse 

he walked from one locality to another, and by his prudent 
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course, sound sense, and indomitable perseverance, he 

convihced the Baptists that he rr;eant work as a means of 

success. Such men rarely fail to get help if they need 

it. His case was not an exception. Capital was soon 

furnished to start the enterprise. His ability as a 

financier was soon apparent. Economy was most rigidly 

practi ced. His dress, as r:1nny of us remember, was very 

plain, consisting for some time of what he had worn in 

the army •..• He labored hard, and after his day's work 

was «one his bed at night was a pile of carpenter's shav-

ings in the corner of his office, and his covering his 

SOldier's blanket. His very life-blood was thro?m into 

the paper •••• During these years past (1865-1886) the 

paper has done a great work in developing Baptist prin-

ciples and organizing Baptist strength."* 

The story of the struggle of The Herald for exist-

ence forms one of the most interesting chapters in Texas 

Baptist history. The difficulties in the way of success 

were almost insuperable, but J. B. Link was possessed of 

the true Texas spirit, which, in the face of a great task, 

counts everything but loss in its accomplishment. In 1867 

a fearful yellow fever epidemi c swept Houaton, and The 

Herald was forced to suspend. Publication was resumed 

near the close of the year, ,and the pape!' issued once a 

month throughout 1868. It was then enlarged and issued 

* Z. N. Iftorre11, "F1ovrer9 and Froi ts, or 46 Years in 
Texas," pp. 366, 367. 
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weekly. In 1877 Jonas Johnston bought a half interest 

in the paper and became joint editor. In february of 

the following year Dr. O. C. Pope of Tennessee, who had 

been connected with the newspaper work of the denomina

tion in that state, assumed charge as of:nce editor. Mr. 

Johnston's death occurred in 1881, and Mr. Link again be

came sole proprietor. Two years later the paper was moved 

to Austin, and in January, 1886, to Waco. In July, 1886, 

it was purchased by Dr. S. A. Hayden and consolidated 

wi th The Texas Bapti st of Dellas. The paper at thi s time 

had a subscription list of 6,900. 

On January 3, 1874, Dr. R. C. Buckner co~menced the 

issue of !he/Baptist Messenger at Paris, Texas. In 1875 

Dr. Buckner ch2~ged his place of residence from Paris to 

Dallas, thence issuing The ~essenger. Purposing to en

la.:: ~e the scope of the paper and devote more of hi s time 

to it, in 1879 he changed its nanle to The Texas Baptist. 

In the issue of December 7, 1876, Dr. Buckner addressed 

~e first of a series of letters "To the Deacons of the 

Texas Baptist Churches," on the practical duties of their 

office, and for the first time urged the importance of 

founding an orphanage in the state. As a result, a COD

vention of deacons was called to meet in PariS, July 

7, 1877. It was resolveu that efforts be made to es

tablish an orphans' home, and Dr. Buckner was placed in 
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charge of the undertaking. The chief purpose of the paper 

from this time forward was to further the interests of 

the orphans' home, to which Dr. Buckner devoted himss1f 

with great earnestness and much self-sacrifice. The paper 

rapidly grew in circulation, bringing 

THE TEXAS to its owner sufficient income to defray 

BAPTIST. much of his personal expense and thus 

relieve the orphanage work of this item. 

On June 1, 1883, Dr. Buckner sold The Baptist to Dr. S. 

A. Hayden. A half interest was then sold by Dr. gayden 

to Dr. S. J. Anderson, who became joint editor. Three 

years later (1886) Dr. Anderson sold out to Dr. Hayden, 

but continued as associate editor in the latter's employ. 

At the sarne time when he purchased The Baptist Dr. Hayden 

became owner of The Baptist Standard, a small weekly which 

had been started a little more than a year previously 

by C. C. Parroch, at Glen Rose. The two papers were oon

solidated. 

Dr. Hayden was now owner of The Baptist as consol

idated with The Standard, and also of The Herald. The 

two papers were united and issued from Dallas as The Texas 

Baptist and Herald. Two years later Dr. A. J. Holt bought 

a half interest, but about one year after he resold to Dr. 

Hayden. 

The Baptist News, published at Honey Grove, made its 
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first appearance on December 6, 1888, wi th Rev. Lewis 

Holland as editor. Rev. J. H. Boyett soon bece~e joint 

editor and proprietor. In the following year, 1889, the 

paper was enlarged and improved, and :,!r. Boyett sold his 

interest back to Mr. Holland, who became sole editor and 

proprietor. The paper was then moved to Dallas and R. T. 

Hanks, a Seminary graduate and a man 

THE BAPTIST of exceptional ability and influence, 

NEWS--THE bought a half interest. Vigorous ef-

WESTERN BAPTIST. forts on the part of the management 

and a liberal, constructive editorial 

policy met with ready approval and appreciation. Before 

the close of the year its circulation was about 3,000. 

The name of the paper was changed to correspond with its 

increased scope of usefulness, The Western Baptist being 

its new title. Its form was changed from the old seven

colunn folio to a five-columr: quarto. In 1890 Mr. Hol

land sold out to hi s partner, Mr. Hanks, who, however, 

continued the services of Hr. Holland as associate editor. 

In I.lay, 1891, Mr. Holland bought back l1i13 10l"'mer inter

est. 

The Western Baptist had by this time reached a cir

culation of 6,500. It stood for the organized work of 

the denomination, and was progressive and constructive. 

On the other hand, The Baptist-Herald (the "and" having 
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been displaced by a hyphen), Dr. Hayden's paper,was a 

curi:)us mixture of ae gressi vene ss and reaction. Clail~ing 

as his mission the uniting of the Texas Baptists, he set 

himself as the logical leader of the denomination, whose 

word should be law. Possessed of much natural ability, 

combi Ding the zeal and eloquence of a religi QUS fanati c 

with the shrewdness and cunning of a politician, he drew 

about him a large following, and through his paper was 

exerting a tremendous influence. 

In March of 1892, Drs. U. V. Smi th and J. B. Cran

fill bought The Western Baptist, enlarged and improved 

it, and changed the name to The Bap-

THE BAPTI>S'I' 

ST ANDARD. 

tist Standard. After a few numbers 

were issued the paper was moved to 

Waco. It is doubtful if, in the state 

of Texas, there was a Baptist preacher more thoroughly 

identified with the best interests of the denomination, 

or who stood higher in the denomination, than Dr. Smi th • 

Dr. Cranfill since 1900 had been superintendent of mis

sions. He was su:fering very greatly at this time from 

his eyes, and was probably guilty of certain inaccuracies 

in hi s books and reports, due no doubt tolthi B physi cal 

def~ct • 

No sooner had these brethren, who represented the 

convention and mission board both officially and in 
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sentiment, become proprietolS of the paper above mentioned, 

than Dr. Hayden's attitude became that of open, vigorous 

opposition to the board, with unconcealed bitterness to

wards The St8ndard and its editors. That jealousy of 

The Standard and fear of losa of his salf-constituted 

leadership were large factors in inducing this attitude 

perhaps few at this time would deny; that pure fanaticism, 

all the more dangerous because of its sincerity, played 

a large part, is undoubtedly true. At any rate, one of 

the most remarkable struggles in the annals of Southern 

Baptist history, continuing uver the greater part of ten 

years, now ensued, the forces in the controvery gather -

ing about The Standard and the board on the one hand and 

The Baptist-Herald and opponents of the board on the 

other. 

Dr. Smith died February 1, 1893, after a brief ill

ness of pneumonia. In his death Texas Baptists lost one 

of their greatest leaders, and lost him just at a time 

when his wise counsel and conservative good sense were 

most needed. The editorship of The Standard now devolved 

on Dr. Cranfill. He was not the equal of his lamented 

colleague in practical wisdom and statesmanship. Though 

championing the cause of right and progress, he never

theless allowed himself sometimes to be controlled by ex

pediency rather than by principle. His foresight was lim-
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ited, 2~d in the midst of the struggles that were stir

ring the denomination he at times seemed confused and 

doubtful. Yet for the most part he kept The Standard 

steadily in the course of progress, and sought consist

ently to upbuild and unify. 

In 1892 Dr. J. B. GaL'lbre 11 of :.u ssi ssippi had 

visited Texas, and had been urged to become connected 

wi th The Stcmdard. He admitted frankly his desire to 

identify himself with the people of Texas, but on his re-
r 

turn home found it impracticable to sever his connectiions 

in that state. In 1893 he ·was inaugurEcted president of 

iIercer University, Georgia, but the call to Texas came 

stronger and stronger, and so, in 1896, he accepted the 

position of superintendent of missi ns End moved to the 

Lor.e·Star state, where he was destined to be one of the 

chief factors in the great struggle there in progress 

for the develoIlllent and unification of the Baptistts. 

Dr. Gambrell lru:lediately threw himself into the 

struggle to enlist the churches of Texas in the work 

of the convention and its boards, particularly, of course, 

the mission board. He became a regulr~x contributor to 

The St&ndard, and in addition issued The Texas Mission 

Worker, a monthly magazine d[~igned to counteract the 

baneful effects of anti-missionary influences and enlist 

the churches in the organized vlork of the convention. 
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This little magazine went into thousands of homes, and 

accomplished untold good. 

Open t rouble Vii th Dr. Hayden had not beg un unti 1 

April 9, 1894, when he presented his famous "Reform 

Paper" before the mission board at its regular quarterly 

session. In this paper he me.de seric-us charges against 

J. M. Carroll, at that time superintendent of missions, 

alleging extravagance and misappropriation of mission 

funds. The charges and counter-charges which now filled 

t he columns of The Standard and The Baptist-Herald arouse d 

feeling to a fever heat, so that when the convention met 

" in San Antonio in November, 19b7, it was generally felt 

that the crisis had come. In a stormy session of the 

cqnvention, a document which had previously been prepare~ 

was read, challenging the right of Dr. Hayden to a seat 

in the convention. The challenge was sustained. The 

bitterness of Dr. Hayden and his followers knew no bounds. 

A charge of conspiracy was filed in the courts against 

J. B. Cranfill, J. B. Gambrell, J. M. Robertson, Dudley 

G. Wooten, Geo. W. Truett, C. C. Slaughter, T. J. Walne, 

J. B. Riddle, and others, and suit entered for damages 

in the SUtt of ~5Q,000 as ac~al damages and $50,000 as 

exemplary damages.· The case draGged itself through three 

long and weary trials, and was finally thrown out of 

court. From the close of the third trial onward Dr. Hay-

den and his party suffered a rapid decline in power and 

~IaJden-Cranfill Third Consp.Trial,Tex.Docs. 
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influence. The Baptist-Herald never regained its lost 

standing, and after a lingering struggle ceased to exist. 

Wi th the issue of January 6, 1898, Col. C. C. 

Slaughter, knovm as the "Texas Cattle King," became half

owner of The Standard. Dr. Cranfill continued in sole 

editorial charge. For nearly five years this arrange

ment was maintained, and 'fhe Standard grew in power 

and circulation. Dr. Cranfill steadily rose in the es-

teem of his people, and with dearly-bought experience 

increased in abi li ty as edi tor. At the close of 1902 

J. [.I. Carroll purchased the intarest of Col. Slaughter 

and for three years was joint editor with Dr. Cranfill. 

En route to the Southern Baptist Conventio~, 1904, 

a,most deplorable altercation occurred on the train be

tween Dr. Cranfill and an aggrieved brother, the details 

of which need not be recited here.· Dr. Cranfill felt 

himself so compromised in the eyes of his brethren that 

he determined to give up his co~nection with The Stand-

ard. Joel B. Gambrell, brother of Dr. J. B. Gambrell, 

had recently purchased an interest in the paper, and he 

and J. M. Carroll now became proprietors, wi th J. B. 

Gambrell edi tor-in~hief. In leaving the p8per Dr • 
. 

Cranfill w~ote some words of profound wisdom as bearing 

on the problem of the religious newspaper: "It is easy 

to write. It is not hard to acquire an easy, flowing 

* See The Standard, May 26, 1904. 
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style of composi tion. Newspaper wri ters of abili ty 

ab~und in many places, and if writing good articles 

were the only test of successful journalism, we might 

have many more succe 8sful Bapti st po_pers than we have 

now. The heart of the matter, however, is with the 

busine ss manag er. To have the money to pay the printers, 

the preslSman, and the company that furni shas the blank 

paper OJli whi ch the paper is printed, et c " and then have 

something left to feed the families of those who devote 

all their time and energies to its enterprise--this is 

the most crucial pOint of all."* But for the most part 

!he Standard had succeeded, and when Dr. Cranfill gave 

it up was valuable newspaper property. Its publishers 

claimed for it then, as now, the largest circulation of 

any Southern Bapti st p2,per. 

A stock company was then organized, with T. B. But

ler president and business manager. Joel H. Gambrell 

was continued as managing editor. With the issue of 

August 22, 1907, Rev. J. M. Dawson became managing ed

itor, and upon his resignation April 16, 1908, J. Frank 

Norris was chosen to succeed him. 

Notwithstanding its large ciraulation, The Standard 

had steadily lost money. Propositions to put it under 

the ownership of the convention met opposition, and so 

at length, in November, 1900, the plan was determined 

( 
}t. 
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upon of putting the paper in the hands of leaders of the 
.j 

denomination, who should act as trustees of the convention 
\< 

in its mE.nagement, but who should not hold the conven-

tion responsible for its debts. A canvass of the paper's 

constituency brought forth the almost unanimous request 

that J. B. Gambrell be made editor. He had molded the 

paper's policy in large measure for years, and was un

doubtedly t he ablest man in Texas for the place. He has 

edited The Standard since that time~ and, considering his 

Ctge, has manifested most remarkable vigor and vitality. 

He has come nearer, perhaps, than any other edi tor in 

the South to getting his paper read, and has succeeded 

ip making it interesting and attractive to all classes 

of readers. Yet the financial problem remains unsolved, 

as witnessed by the 030,000 deficit reported at the last 

convention. It is doubtful, however~ if any one t~ing 

in Texas is doing so much for progress and unification 

as The StEmdard, and so long as Dr. Gambrell lives The 

Stcndard will be maintained at any coat. 

It would be of no practical value to enumerate the 

long list of twenty-two Texas Baptist papers that came 

into exigtence and have died or been swallowed up by con-

teffiporaries from the close of the War to the present 

time.* Wi th the discontinuance of The Baptist -Herald 

the field was left almost undisputed to The Standard. 

Of the several small Baptist weeklies now published in 

*See Texas B&ptist Statistics, 1895, pp.19-22. 



200 

the state may be mentioned The Westexn Evangel of Abi

lene; The Western Star of Houston; and The Central Mes-
~ 

senger of Brownswcod. The policy of all three of these 

is constructive l and though small they are well edited 

and worthy of support. 

Uuch di ffi cuI ty has been experienced in establi sh-

ing and maintaining a Baptist peeper in Maryland. "Be-

fore the War The True Union was published there l edited 

first by the Baptist pastors of Baltimore and afterwards 

by Dr. Franklin Wi lson. Years afterwards Dr. H. M. 

Wharton started The Baltimore Baptistl aSSOCiating wi th 

him Dr. A. C. Barron. The nanle of the paper ?las changed 

to The Evange 11 and ere long it was sold 

THE MARYLAND 

MESSENGER. 

to The Commonwealth I published in Phil

adelphia. It had shortly before ab-
v 

sorbed The Atlanta Baptistl published 

at Norfolkl Virginia, by Dr. J. A. Speight." * The ll!ary

land Messenger was establiohed January 11 19091 by Dr. 

John Roach Straton. The function of the paper I accord

ing to Dr. Straton's statement l is "to furnish a medium 

of exchange to the Baptist forces of the statel and to 

assist in educating them by the printed page." He at-

tributes the compE'.rativc failure of the work in Maryland 

to "lack of enthusiastic cooperation." The !.1essenger 

is publi shed monthly. 

A great and growing field of Baptist opportunity 

---*Newman l "A Century of Baptist Achievement l " P' 279. 
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in the recently admitted state of Oklahoma. As yet there 

has been but little newsp2_per history there. This can ap

propriately be recorded in the words of the editor of 

The :Messenger, who writes as follows: 

"The Baptist Messenger was established in May, 1912, 

C. P. Stealey editor continuously. 

"As to the editorial policy, the paper stands first 

of all squarely for the verbal inspiration of the Bible, 

for the preaching of the Gospel to every creature~ for 

the gathering of the saved into scriptural churches, where 

they may be trained and developed in' the work of making 

more believers and more churches. The 

THE OKLAHOMA paper seeks to be newsy and spiritual, 

BAPTIST l,iE2SE}~GER standing finnly by conviction, but in 

love, and avoiding all unpleasant per

sonalities. We have no sympathy for the modern cry for 

union, federation and cooperation. At the same time we 

recognize that there are Good Christian people in wost 

denominations with whom, personally, our people can co

operate in many ways~ We stand for a vigorous state 

~1ssion policy. In one year and a half our circulation 

has gone beypnd three thousand. Our great bu::dness is 

to unify and inform our 80,000 Baptists; among the chief 

~ifficulties encountered is the fact that our people are 

new, coming from other places, bringing with them, natur

ally, sentiment for their home paper." 



Brief mention should be ~ade of the work of the 

Board of Publication of the Southern Baptist Conven

tion. Prior to the establishment of the Board, in Janu

ary, 1866, a small Sunday B choo 1 paper had been i Bsued 

from Macon, Georgia, by the Sunday SchoQ.l Board, created 

in 1863 for the purpose of promoting the establishment, 

enlargement, and greater efficiency of Sunday schools 

in the jurisdiction of the Soutbern Baptist Convention.* 

The affairs of the Board did not prosper, however, and 

THE BOARD OF 

PTIDLI CATION OF 

THE S. B. C. 

in May, 1872, it was consolidated with 

the Domestic and Indian Mission Board, 

But the publication of Kind Words con

tinued, and about it centered the strug-

gle for the continuation of Stmday school 

work as a separate enterprise of the Southern Baptist Con-

vention, resulting, in 1891, in the creation of a Board 

of Pub1i c8.tion to "be entrusted wi th the Convention Sun-

day school series, and authorized to use their best ef

forts to improve the series and to increase the circula

tioL."** The creation of this Board of Publication 

marked a new era in Sunday school work in the South, 

and no department of the convention's work has proved so 
, v 

phenominally successful as this. The Board was located 

at }~ashville, where, under the guidance of Dr. J. M. 

Frost, it has deve lq-:ed an il::mense pub1i shing business, 

* S. B. C. Minutes, 1863, p. 451. 
"'* S. B. C. Minutes, 1891, p. 221. 
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issuing a great variety of Sunday school literature and 

supplies, B. y. p. U. publications, mission journals, etc., 

the names and forms of which need not be detai led here. 

Of nothing are Baptists more proud than of their Sunday 

school literature, and with reason, for it is beyond ques

tion the peer of that issued by any board in the world. 

The limitations of this thesis necessarily exclude 

publications issued monthly or quarterly, the contents 

of which are chiefly of literary or theological value. 

Otherwise it would be both pleasant and profitable to re

~iew the history and contribution to the life of the 

denomination of such magazines as Ford's Christian Re

posl tory, The Seminary !I!agazine, The Southern Baptist 

Preacher, The Review and Exposi tor, etc. 

Journalism among Negro Baptists of the South has so 

far developed slowly, with results that are of but little 

consequence. The Negroes are not a reading people, and 

much educational work must precede any successful under

taking to provide them with religiOUS newspapers. In only 

a few states are Negro Baptist papers published, the most 

important of these being The American Baptist, Louisville, 

Ky.; The National Baptist Union Review, Nashville, Tenn. ; 

The Baptist Vanguard, Little Rock, Ark.; The Georgia Bap

tist, Augusta, Ga.; The Herald, Austin, Texas; The Missouri 

~essanger, Je~ferson City, hlo. 

In addition to the papers whose histories have been 
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followed in the foregoing, there has been a vast number 

of Baptist newsp..-:pers, church papers, college IDc.gazines, 

mi ssion j ourn2~ls, and the like, even to enumerate 'lilhi ch 

would be irksome and unprofi tc:..ble. They have for the 

most part been short -li ved, h<:.'.vc m<.""\.de li ttle or no con

tribution to the pr~ogress of the denomination, and have 

often only added to the problem of the accredited paper 

in whose field they were issued. 

STJI:IHARY • 

1. In the chaos and confusion following four years 

of one of the most destructive wars in the world's his

tory, the Southern Baptist press, revived under great 

difficulty, proved itself the most poteoJ; of instrumental

ities in reorganizing the scattered forces of the denom

ination. One of the noblest chapters in all journalism 

is that which tells of the heroism and sacrifice and 

heavenly-guided statesmanship of the editors of the Bap

tist papers of the South just after the War. 

2. Multiplication of publications has not been so 

rapid, and a few really worthy papers have strengthened 

themselves to such an extent as to make less easy the in

vasion of their territory by irresponsible newspaper 

adventurers, Alon~ ~ith this has been the growing ten

dency to consolidation. 
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3. As the new South emerged from the ashes of the 

Old, the tendency was towards the strengthening of the 

state organizations 8nd the centralizing of authority in 

speci ally -creat ed boards. Thi s met wi th much opposi tion 

on the part of the non-progressive or anti-missionary 

faction in almost every Southern state, wi th much conse

quent controversy and division. A state paper, represent

ing the convention and its boards, has apparently become 

a necessity in each state, and in most cases an opposi

tion paper has been started. History has repeated itself 

with much exactness in the case of these reactionaries 

as in the preceding periods, leaving to-day but a few 

weak, inconsequential, doomed newsps.per representatives 

of the non-progressive element of the denomination. In 

the struggle, however, state lines have been sharply 

drawn, and the state paper now seems to be a fixture. 

4. Along with the birth and death of a nmilber of 

newspaper en terpri ses a few rea lly effe cti ve papers have 

been develo~ped. Their contribution to the life of the 

denomination has been in:n:easurable. Their support and 

continU2~ce are matters of vital importance to the future 

of the denomination. 

5. A1rr..ost every controversy that has rent the de

nomination in the past fifty years has had its center, 

if not its origin, in some Baptist newspaper office. 



Untold harm has been done by ill-timed criticism and 

over-zealous heresy-hunting. This has led serious

minded Baptists to ponder the ~uestion as to the func

tion of the denominational journal, and cut of costly 

mistakes and dearly-bought experiences conclusions have 

been recched which make it quite certain that Baptist 

journalism of the future must be more constructive, more 

vitalizing, more spiritual, in a word, more Christian, 

than in the past, if it is to secure the support of en

lightened and Christianized Baptists. 

6. Along with the increasing realization of the 

value of the denominational paper and the detennination 

on the part of far-seeing leaders to develop its immense 

resources for good, have presented themselves, often in 

acute form, the problems of supr:;ort, of ownership and 

control, and of circulation. These are as yet unsolved 

problems, and among the most serious that the Baptists 

of the South are called upon to fc.ce. 



CHAPI' ER SI X • 

THE FIELD, THE FUNCTIONS, THE PROBLEMS. 

I . 

THE FIELD. 

Let us look briefly at the field of the denomi

national j oumal in the South. 

It is, as has been shown, at least state-wide. There 

is no reason why the influence of any given paper should 

be confined to the state in which it is publi shed, and, 

in fact, such wi 11 not be t he case if 

THE FIELD: 

THE STATE. 

it fulfils its mission as a representa

tive Baptist organ. But as conditions 

now exist within the bounds of the 

Southern Bapti at Conventi on the average Bapti st paper 1 s 

shut up very largely to a state-wide circ~lation. As 

we have seen, many factors have contributed to this sharp 

and in some respects unfortunate demarkation. Political 

conditions have been in large measure responsible for 

the si tuation. To this must be added the slower indus-

t ri al deve lopment of the South, as compared wi th the 

North, with the result that the South has no great metro

poli tan centers such as are to be found in the Northern 

and Eastern states. Vfuere there is a great metropolis, 



such as Phi lade lphia, or New York, or Chi cago, it be-

comes the center of an entire section, and from it go 

out influences th~t make for sosmopolitanism. State 

lines are n:-:_turally more or less obli terated. But not 

so in a section of cOtmtry that is for the most paI't 

without large cities. State linesbecome sharply drawn. 
I' 

Furthermore, the diverse social and economic conditior.s 

in the South serve to make the stcLte divisions more dis-

tinct than in the North and East. Conditions of life 

are more varied in the Southern Sta.tes, and there are 

fewer interests in CO;-,-,Inon. Isolation has served to deepen 

local peculiarities, so that the typical citizen of one 

Southern state is likely to be in strange contrast with 

the typical citizen of another. Religious types of 

thought, even in the scu;:e denomination, Etre often widely 

differentiated. 

Consciously or unconsciausly this state exclusiveness 

has always been recognized by our ~enominational leaders, 

and all organized activity centered in the state conven

tion. The Baptists of no Southern stctte, since the War, 

at least, have ever felt quite satisfied to depend upon 

the paper of another state as their organ. Now every 

state in the Southern Baptist Convention has i ts o~;m Bap

tist journal or journals, and it does not seem likely that, 

in the near future, any state convention will be content, 



for any considerable length of time J to adopt as its 

organ a paper published without its borders. The paper 

that secures a circulation beyond its o~m territory must 

do so by enterprise and sheer intrinsic merit. 

YetJ granting this limitationJ the field ~ecomes 

one of immense possibilities. Few preachers address con

gregations averagir-g more than five hundred weeklYJ 

while the denominational journal of any Southern state 

ought to ~e made to reach from 10JOOO to 50J OOO readers 

each week. The local preacher is necessarily limited 

in his message and ministry to those who are accessible 

within a given communitYJ while all the local congrega

tions of the entire state are possible readers of the 

denominational paper. 

The sphere of the Southern Baptist journal iSJ def -

initely and aVCH"ledly, religion. TI!ore definitely, it is 

religion from the Baptist viewpoint. Still more defi

nitely, it is religion from the Baptist 

THE SPHERE: 

RELIGION. 

viewpoint as shaped and colored and 

gi ven expression by local condi tions 

within one of the states of that po

litical and geographical territory known as "the South." 

Such a journal must stay in its fie ld, fai thfully re

flecting the life and thoueht of th~ people to whom it 

appeals for hearing and Bupport, or else it will never 
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grip vitally the hearts of its readers. 

The sphere of the denominational journal is religianj 

and it will do well to stay within that sphere. But this 

is not to circumscribe and limit its field in such a way 

as to impoverish and narrow. Rather will it open up for 

its use the richest territory of any in the whole realm 

of thought and activity. The old idea of the world once 

found significant expression in the division of the re

ligious paper into two department, one "religious," the 
A 

other "secular." Gradually this conception has been dis-

carded as narrow and mi sleading • LIen are corning to see 

that either the whole of life has religious significance, 

so that there can be no sharply-defined departments 

labelled "religious" and "secular;" or else all is ma-

terial, and religion an outworn thing. As Blewett points 

out, "either we must be able to believe that nature, in 

all her system and through all her history, is a mani

festation of the divine love, and her ways ways of the 

grace of God, or else the religious consciousness must 

be shut up to a definitely liillited sphere. And for the 

religious consci_usness, thus to be limited is to begin 

to die •••• If religion is to have any place at all, it 

must have a comLanding and universal place, taking in 

not man alone, but man and nature as a single organiC 

whole ." '" 

'" Blewett, "The Chrisvian View of the World," pp. 174,175. 
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To say, therefore, that the sphere of the Baptist 

paper is religion io not to exclude any great section of 

human interest, but to include every department of human 

life and thought. The question frequently occurs on the 

editorial page, "To what extent should the religious 

paper deal with secular matters?" Or, "Should the re

ligious press discuss politics?" If by this is meant 

that such things end events as vi tally concern human life 

and human interests must either be discussed and inter

preted in an irreligious way, or else they cannot be men

tioned, then of course the Baptist paper must close its 

columns to their admission. But if thereoe a Christian 

view of the world that is in any wise a(...equate, the field 

of the religi·)us journal, and especially so if it be a 

Baptist journal, is ineVitably and as a matter of course 

en lrre;ed to include the dealing wi th every event and every 

intlll'8st that is vital to the welfare of the human race, 

and therefore of consequence to the progress of the King

dom of God. 

As the editor looks out over his field, realizing 

its peculiarities and being thoroughly acquainted with 

its needs, possessed of a Kingdom-consciousness and an 

adequate Christian view of the world,--as he thus faces 

his unseen and for the most part personally unknown read

ers, to whom .18 he to address himself chiefly? Whom shall 
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he, for the most part, keep in mind? The theological 

watch-dogs who are alert to detect or suspect a lapse 

in orthodoxy? The preachers who are on the look-out for 

sermon material? The agents of the organized work? The 

"busy pastor"? 

Possibly all of these will be present in the fringe 

of consciousness, and one or the other brought to the 

focus of attention as occasion may require. It seems to 

me, however, that the proYince of the Baptist paper is 

THE PROVINCE: 

THE HOME. 

primarily the home, and that the in-

terests of the average family, as the 

social group unit, oug~t constantly 

to occupy the focus of attention. Four 

institutions in our Southland exert the most powerful 

formative influence upon the life of every individual, 

namely, the home, the church, the school, the press. Let 

the home fail and there is failure at every pOint; what

ever strengthens the home elevates and ennobles all elee. 

A writer in the Homileti~ Review tells of how, some years 

ago, when a large group of churches were stirred by a 

sharp theological controversy, a widely-honored pastor 

thus wrote to him: "Through concern fo r the morals 0 f 

my children, I he_ve stopped The -------- and The -------

(naming two religious journals) from coming to my house." 

The right conception of the purpose and province of these 
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papers would heve made such a ruinous policy impossible. 

What, then, is the field of the Baptist journal? 

It is its own section of country as marked off by polit

ical or geographical divisions, and, after that, the 

world. It is the whole of life, including the spiritual 

realm, the social and political spheres; education, in

dustry, art, literature, sCience, philosophy; history, 

past and in the making: all interpreted in terms of the 

Kingdom of God and addressed primarily to readers who 

rightfully belong to a home circle, that the building up 

of Christian home life may strengthen the church, the 

school, and the press for their cornmon task of hastening 

the coming of the day \"Then it shall be true-that the 
i 

kingdom of the world is become the kingdom of our Lord 

and of his Christ. 

I I . 

THE FUNCT IONS. 

One of the fundamental laws of organic development 

is the specialization of function. When life appears and 

progress begins, then certain functions begin to be as

signed to specific organs, that the work 

THE SPECIALIZA- of the whole may be carrie d on more per-

TION OF FUNCTION. fect ly • 

This principle holds good in the de-

velopment of the life of the church, for the church is an 
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organism. There o ugh t to be in the work of the chur'0h. 

one great aim and purpose--the establishment of the King

dom of God among men. Yet within the broad scope of this 

great purpose there are many departments of labor, and 

within these departments a variety of functions. 

Among these departments of labor in the Kingdom, re

ligious journalism takes a high and important place. Of 

the mighty instruments used of God in the carrying out 

of his purposes J few have greater potentialities of power 

and effectiveness than the modern religious journal. Our 

denorr.ination is rapidly awakening to a realization of the 

tremendous value of the denominational journal as a Bap

tist asset. 

This is a reading age--an age in which the man with 

a message is depending more and more upon the printed 

page with which to reach the hearts of the masses. Granted 

that it can and ought never to take the place of the spoken 

word in the preaching of the Gospel J yet the religious 

press stands next to the pulpit in the dissemination of 

rali~ious truth J and as an organ of the church performs 

some services which preaching cannot render. 

Before attempting to detennine what the functions of 

religious journalism are J it is well to get before us a 

clear and true idea of what journalism ls. Dr. Whiton 

expresses it concisely wheI'l. he says: lilt is Simply 
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though t and spee ch exhi bi ted by cold type and ink. Him 

who thus com~unicates to fellow-men what the living world 

is dOing, hearing and thinking, together with what he 

himself thinks about it all, we call a 

WHAT IS 

JOURNALI S1,1? 

journalist, and his occupation and pro

duct, journalism. This, then, is not 

an impersonal thing, but is thoroughly 

alive with personality. Journalism is simply a man or 

~en journalizing, each putting his very self into his 

product. Just what the man is, that will it be, whether 

bright or dull, generous or cynical, scrupulous or un

scrupulous, religious or irreligious. Just so far, then, 

as the journalist is a genuinely religious man--loyally 

caring for the intsrests which he believes that God's 

righteousness cares for--so far will his journalism be 

religious, whether under the name of The Daily Gazette 

or The Christian Register. Only on this principle of 

judgment can the reality of religious journalism be dis

criminated from the nanie and profession of it--a matter 

surely of no small importance both for the journalist and 

for his readers."* 

Since, therefore, journalism is Simply the editor or 

editors functioning, it becomes of fund2~ental importance 

to inquire what sort of man is best fitted for the task . 
. 

Much has been written describing the model editor, but 
--.. - ._._----------

*The Homiletic Review, "Journalism, Religious and Irrelig
ious," by J. ~. Whiton, Ph.D., ~.Y., April, 1912, pp. 
859, 260. 
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as a rule these descriptions fail to m~ke him a man of 

actual flesh and blood. When J. B. Jeter, A. E. Dickin-

son, James Upham, and Jno. A. Broadus were editors of 

The Religious Herald there appeared an editorial on this 

subject, written, I am led to believe, by Dr. Broadus, 

which would repay the most careful study on the part of 

every religious journalist: 

"A Uodel Religious Editor. 

"The chief end of religious journalism should be use
fulness. A journal, to be useful, must be read; to be 
read, it must be fresh, racy and instructive; to have 
these qualities, it must be prepared with care, skill and 
taste; and the editor who can do the work well has no 
common qualifications. To point out these qualifications, 
is the principal object of this article. 

"A model editor mayor may not be learned, in the 
popular sense of the term. He will have use for learn

ing, and the more of it he has the 
better; but without eminent scholar

THE JOURNALIST'S ship he may be able to gather the 
fruits of learning. By means of a 

QUALIFICATIONS. well-selected and well-digested li
brary, he may readil y find the knowl
edge essential to his purpose. Host 

learning is second-hand, or farther still from the ori g-
inal source. The advantage of learning lies not so 
much in the knowledge which it includes as in the means 
which it supplies of obtaining all needed infonllation. 
This facility of acquiring knowledge the model editor 
must, in a good degree, possess. He ~ust withal be well
informed. GeniUS, the cc,paci ty for learning, and the 
means for acquiring knowledge, are not sufficient to 
make a good editor. He must Have knowledge of men and 
books--must be well informed on the subjects concerning 
which he proposes to instruct his readers. He must de
s~end to particulars. 

" A model edi tor is an independent thinker. Of 
course, he is a man of settled principles and of well
matured opinions on religic,'~s subjects. His views are 
clearly indi cc~ted and well understood by his denominati~
al connection. He is what he profe 9ges to be. In hi s 
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professional career" many new and unsettled questions 
will arise concerning doctrine" discipline and policy. 
Old opinions" too, may need to be re-exarnined" modified, 
se t aside or vindi ca ted" by the new lights of experi
ence or exegetical science. The model editor is not a 
vane to show the current of public or denominational 
opinion. He is not the echo of some learned professor 
or of the association or convention of which he is a 
member. He does not follow, but aspires to lead, or 
at least to keep fully abreast of, public opinion. If 
his age, knowledge, experience" piety and standing do 
not fit him to share in moulding public sentiment he 
has mistaken his vocation. He aims to lead, however, 
not by dogmatism, but by calm discussion and fair argu
ment; and is quite as ready to receive as to give in
struction. 

"Candor is another important element in the char
acter of a model editor. He prefers truth to victory. 
He is sincere in his own convictions" but accords to 
others equal credit for honesty in their opinions" when 
proof of their disingenuousness is not apparent. He 
is not unwilling to have his views controverted in the 
columns of his journal. He may reject replies because 
of their feebleness, irrelevancy or bad temper; but he 
will never do it on account of their strength and con
clusiveness. Re will resort to no artifice to blunt the 
arguments of an antagonist. If his views are rofuted" 
he has but one course to pursue: and that is ~o make a 
aquare retraction of them and a grateful acknowledgment 
of his indebtedness to his opponent. The model editor 
is not perfect. His judgement, as that of other men, 
may be biased by ~ducation, interest or party spirit; 
but he aims to judge fai rly. 

"The model edi tor is not only cand.id in his judg
ment" but courteous in manner. He respects all men" 
not notorioua1y evil, and all men's opinions, honestly 
en te rtained. He is the mo re care ful not to offend hi s 
correspondents, because" having control of the co1u~ns 
of his journal" he not only has the opportunity of deal
ing unjustly with them" but is in danger of being sus
pected of doing so when there is no ground for the sus
picion. It is, hOirever" impossible that he should wholly 
avoid giving offence~ without renouncing his independ
ence and yielding himself to the control of popu1C'_r sen
timent. F.V2!1 "'h'c~n he would be likely to learn the truth 
of the ole! ad<:.Jge: 1He that tries to please everybody will 
please nobody.' As he publishes his paper for readers, 
and not for writers" the ed.itor is compelled to consult 
the tastes and necessities of the fon-ler, and not the 
wishes and views of the latter. 
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"The mode 1 edi tor is laborious. He is engaged in 
ever-beginning but never-ending' work" which taxes his 
mind and body" day and night. He must read" that he may 
obtain matter for his colunne; and study" that he may 
select the best and put it in the most attractive form. 
ilultUl'll in parvo, is the rule by which he works. It 
would be easy to fill a sheet as larGe as a bed-b12~ket 
wi th original matter of varicus quali ties and '-:i t~l choice 
selections; but" from the mass of materials" to supply 
the columns of an ordinary weekly with a proper variety 
of the most attractive and useful articles and inform
ation taxes to the utten10st the powers and time of the 
most gifted editor •.••..• 

"The crovrning exce llence of the re lig ious edi tor, 
as of the pastor, is his disinterestedness. He may be 
dependent on his profession for a support; but far above 
his personal interests he places the success of the cauas 
for which he pleads. In him every good work has a friend 
and advocate. Churches" pastors, missions" Sunday schools, 
moral reform, and good order are sure of support from him. 
If success crovms his labor and his income exceeds his 
necessities" he divides his means generously with all the 
worthy applicants for his bounty" private and publiv, and 
they are not li kel y to be few nor want'ing in import uni ty. n * 

Having defined j ourn,o,li sm and desc ri bed the ideal 

religious journalist, our next question is, What are the 

fundrunental functions of a Baptist journal? In a letter 

addressed by the writer to all the editors of our South-

ern Baptist papers this question was asked. Answers from 

FmTDAHENT AL 

a large number were received, and for 

the remainder expressions were found in 

FUECTIONS. their editorial utterances covering the 

point. In the light of the history of 

Baptist j ournali sm, and of the information in hand express-

ive of the views of living editors, let us state the chief 

functions of the denominational journal. 

* The Religious Herald, April 4, 1878. 
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In the genesis of Baptist journalism we have seen 

that the tract--the forerunner of the weekly or monthly 

paper--had for its pu»pose, first J the defence of the 

Baptist position; and, second, the propagation of dis

tinctive Baptist principles. So long as the editor is 

a true Baptist and there is religious error in the world, 

this will remain an important function of the Baptist 

press. 

The next step towards journalism was the statistical 

register, such as Rippon's and Asplund's, in which the 

chief purpose is to record current denominational his

tory, unifying and strengthening the churches ~ acquaint

ing them with each other. Herein is found a vital func-

t i on 0 f the journal 0 f to-day. 

Bap:ist journalism, in its modern form, however, 

had its birth in the missionary enterprise. The avowed 

purpose of The !.1assachusetts Missionary 1v!agazine and The 

Latter-Day Luminary was to promo-,e missions. The Colum

bian StarJ which J more than either of the other two, was 

a real religicus newspaper, sought chiefly to arouse in

terest in missions. The secondary purpose of The Star 

was closely related, that iSJ to foster Christian educa

tion as a vital part of the missionary program. That 

educa tion and missions go hand in hand has been amply 

demonstnated by the history of the missionary movement, 
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and the judgment of Luther Rice fully vindicated at this 

point. Stnange to say, few of our papers in later years 

have been gripped by the missionary purpose, nor have they 

seemed in any large measure to recognize the absolute 

primacy of the missionary. enterprise in the Baptist pro

gram. The fact presents itself with startling clearness 

that whenever a paper forgot for any considerable length 

of time to put first these two first things--miasions and 

education--and devoted itself to controversy, it always 

suffered a great decline, and in most cases died a pain

ful death. As missions is "the law of the life of the 

church," so is it likewise the law of the life of the 

Baptist newspaper. 

Few principles are dearer to the loyal Baptist than 

that of the complete autonomy and independence of the loaal 

church. At the same time, no intelligent Baptist will 

deny that in the operation of this principle there is in

evitably a loss of the strength that lies in union. We 

stand unalterably opposed to any other headship or author

ity~han that of Christ's, yet we are botmd to admit 

that there is necessarily lost by reason of this inde

pendence a certain kind of efficiency whi~~ is gained in 

a compact ecclesiastical organization. A primary func

tion of the Baptist journal is to aid in making up for 

this loss, without interfering with the cherished principle. 
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Another great function of the denominational journ

al is to create and maintain "the unity of the spirit in 

the bond of peace." Bere J indeedJ is a difficult task, 

requiring all the wisdom, taot, and special preparation 

a man may possess, together wi th genuine love of men, amd 

the guidnaoe of the Spirit. Much of the bitterness that 

arises among Baptists of different seotions is due almost 

wholly to misunderstandings. Many of the vagaries that 

mar the unity of the faith among Baptist churches arise 

almost wholly out of isolation. Without dogmatism, nor 

with so much as a thought of self-imposed authority, the 

Bapti s t j ournCil that fulfi ls ita mi s 9i on wi 11 see k to 

prevent misunderstandings among brethren, and will strive 

so to bring the looal churches of every section into liv

ing touch with each other that the commoti bond of interest 

will serve to create and maintain true, vital unity. 

Another important function of the Baptist journal 

is to supply Baptist homes with good reading matter. 

The menaoe of the sensational newspaper, the trashy maga

zine, the cheap novel, is a terrible one. Our young people 

are SOing to read, and if we do not supply them with at

tractive, wholesome literature, they are absolutely sure 

to be poisoned by reading that which vitiates the taste, 

destroys ideals, sneers at re ligion, and in so many" ways 

undermines character. 
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Again, it is the business of the denominational 

journal to promote healthy denominationalism. As Bap

tists, we believe that we possess truth of which the world 

is in sore need. It becomes, then, our sacred duty to 

give this truth to the world. This does not imply con

troversy. Rather it m~kes necessary a spirit of patient 

tolerance such as the Master had, and at the same time his 

uncompromising loyalty to principle. In answer to the 

question, "What is the chiaf function of your paper," 

Dr. Gambrell of the Baptist Standard writes with point 

and emphasis: "One of the most important functions of a 

Baptist paper is to promote healthy discussicns of vital 

denominational matters. It is not specifically the func

tion of the p:;'cper to initiate denominational enterprises, 

but so awaken the minds of the people that they themselv~ 

will initiate the movements which they themselves carry 

out. In other words, the denominational paper must make 

and preserve conditions favorable to progress." 

As we examine the best of our so-called "secular" 

journals and note their great work of public service, 

shall we deny to the "re ligious" journal any of these 

functions? I do not think we ought. Civic righteous

ness, social morality, fidelity to public trust, the sup

pression of Vice, the alleviation of suffering, the uplift 
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of hUnani ty, --an these things and many more come wi thin 

the province of religion. Dr. Frederick Lynch, editor

in-chief of The Christian Work and E~angelist, vaites 

th us: "The pre 6S has a function all its own to pIa; in 

our varied life •.•• It is the leadership of the nation in 

social, economic, ethical and political reform, the in

sistence on social righteousness. Back of all our social 

evolution and revolution stands the press. And even if 

in a pulpit a voice lead in this redemptive process, it 

is only through journal and book that the word reaches 

the great "lorld. Let the press also catch the vision of 

the new neighborhood, the dawning sense of that good will 

that knows no boundary lines." But instead of public 

honor and hum ani tari Emi sm as motives" as is so often the 

case with the secular press, the religious paper ought to 

be shot through with eTangelical zeal, with its dominant 

motive, as one 0:: cur papers expresses it, "Christ for the 

Wo_~lci, the World_ fo:£.. Christ!-."- The line of demarkation 

betvreen the religious and the secular in the work of mak

ing this world more like the Kingdom of God must be removed. 

In an interview with Dr. J. N. Prestridge" editor of 

The Baptist World, just before his death, he said to the 

writer, SU11Ining it all ll;P with characteristic comprehen

siveness: "The primary function of the Baptist journal 

is to be a !l§Wwaper. It ShOUJ.l.<. Gv_I.:;:1er and disseminate 
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should be a trumpeter to call the forces of the King-

dom to battle against the forces of unrighteousness every-

where. Finally, it should be an interpreter of new think

ing in the interest of enlarge~ent." 

I have a deep conviction tha)Y~ religious journal 

can be produced which will fulfil its mission in the work 

of the church and of the Kingdom, and at the same time 

fill a great popular need, and so be 

CHARACTERI STI CS 

OF THE SUC-

sought after, read, appreciated, and 

supported. What wi 11 be the character-

CESSFTJL JOURUAL. i sti cs of such a paper? 

First, it will be interesting. It 

will lay hold on that greatest of all forms of conveying 

truth, the story form, which Jesus used so marvelously. 

Its utterances will be vivid, graphic, compelling. It 

will stand for truth, for Baptist principles, but con

structively, not destructively, and in heart-gripping mes

cage, not stale polemics. It will, I repeat, be inter

esting. 

Then, it will be religious, in the true sense; not 

sanctimonious, nor conCerned alone with churchly interests, 

but an interpreter of the events and movements of the world 

in terms of the Kingdom of God. At the heart, man is re

ligious. He has a great hunger which nothing but religious 
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truth can satisfy. But alas, the futility of trying to 

feed him on the husks of creed and dogma, When what he 

wants is life. The reality and value of religious truth 

must be impressed upon him in every phase of li fe. Jesus 

Christ, "the magnet of the world," must be lifted up; 

and he, being lifted up, \',ill dra.'! all men unto himself. 

Finally, such a journal must be Christian. It must 

tell the truth, it must serve unselfishly, it must prac

tice the Golden Rule. What a shame it is for a paper 

which purports to stand for Jesus Christ to open its 

columns to the attacks of brethren on brethren~ What a 

travesty on the ministry of Jesus and the spirit of the 

Master when the edi tor crouches like a snarling Witch-dog 

ready to spring upon the first intruder whose theology 

does not square with his own! No wonder the humble Chris

tian, no less than the man of the world, will have nothing 

to do with it. No wonder the paper fails. 

In our denominational journals we have a great, un

developed Baptist asset. In The Standard of Texas there 

appeared recently an illustration which showed a great 

dynamo, running from which were a number of wires attached 

to machines labelled "Home rUssions," "Foreign Missions," 

"Sunday School," "Education," etc. The dynamo represented 

the denominational pape r, which was furni shing the power 

to keep all the machinery of the denomination in motion. 
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It is not, perhaps, an altogether adequate representa

tion, but it graphically pictures the great part this 

mighty religiOUS power could be made to play. 

III. 

THE PROBLEUS. 

In thpse conclud.ing pages the wri ter' s effort has 

been, first, to look at the problems through the eyes of 

men of actual experience and proven vdsdom; and then to 

sum up what steps are being taken and plans sug8ested 

looking towa~ a hopeful solution.~ 

There are three great considerations involved. The 

first is as to support, the second as to ownership and 

control, the third as to circulation. 

Clearly the financial consideration at present over

shadows every other. This phase of the problem is com

plicated in several ways. There seem to be no means what-

THE PROBLEM 

OF SUPPORT. 

ever that Baptists can use to prevent 

the multiplication of papers except by 

the creation of public sentiment against 

it, and this is not very effective. So 

long, therefore, as there are several weak papers strug-

gling for existence within a limited territory, the suc-

* See The Biblical Recorder, April 10, 1907, "The Baptist 
Newspaper Problem;" The Texas Baptist Standard, Nov .11, 
1909, "Concerning Denominat ional Papers;" The Word and 
Way, Dec. 11, 1913, "Some Plain newspaper Talk;" 'Min
ute s S. B. C" 1912, p. 21, "The Denominational Press." 
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cess or highest usefulness of anyone of them is inhibited. 

If one paper does succeed in gaining the whole field with

out a competitor, any real measure of success is the sure 

signal for ~m one to a half-dozen rivals to spring up, 

contesting its right to undivided support. Another se-

rious complication is the state limitation that is put upon 

the paper by the very nature of the Southern situation. It 

is qui te impossible that every state in the Southern Bap

tist Convention should have a :haro.ughly effective paper. 

Not only is support inadeq~ate, but great journalists are 

too rare. For thi s evi 1 there seems no remedy in exi sting 

circumstances. Some have conce i ved the idea of a great 

paper, centrally loce_ted, edi ted and manr..ged by the ablest 

men among Southern Baptists, which should have a separate 

section for each state in the Convention. Editorial and 

general matter would remain the a~me for all, while the 

state section, edited by a representative in each respect

ive state, would be changed with each editL'n. Theoretic

a~ly this appears to be an ideal plan, but practically it 

is doubtful if it could ever be put into operation. Such 

a plan, however, is being used by The Watchman-Examiner 

since the consolidation of The Watcrunan of Boston ,nth 

The Examiner of New York, there being 2l "Nevi Eng l2Jld Ed

ition" and a "General Edition.1I It is hoped by this ar

rangement to cut down the expense of management and pub-
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lication to such an extent as to make the cembined paper 

self-supporting J and ~ retaining the Boston staff at the 

old office of The Watchman to maintain the representative 

character of the paper. Vie shall ".'latch with much interest 

the outcome. In the South the only practi cal so lut ion of 

the financial problem 80 far has been to run the paper 

in the full realization of a lossJ and in connection with 

the publication of the paper to operate a printing or book 

business that will meet the deficit out of its profits. 

It is needless to point out that such an arrangement is ~n

eutisfactorYJ and will never make for the permanent suc

cess of any paper that is forced to resort to it. 

The question as to ownership and control l while men

tioned as a separate considerationJ cannot be discussed 

apart from the financial problem) though it involves more 

than that. There are inherent weak-

THE PROBLEM nesses in private ownership. As Dr. 

OF OWNERSHIP 

Arm CONTROL. 

Gambrell puts it, "There is no way known 

under Heaven or among men, whereby we can 

be religious for financial gain." At the 

same time there are serious difficulties in the way of con

vention o~~ership. Experiments along this line have been 

very unsatisfactory. The editor in these cases was chosen 

by the convention and becrune its employee. Frequently 

special ability was not the chief consideration in his 

choice J put the fact that he was a good man without workJ 

or his voice had failed) or something of the kindJ was 
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the determining factor. I f he happened to be an able, 

aggressive man with an independent mold of mind and a 

purpose to accomplish something, he inevitably ran 

athwart the reactionary faction that exists in almost 

every Baptist body, and was generallydeprived of his 

place for the sake of peace; or else an oppositicn paper 

was started. It is, too, a sericus question as to whether 

there is greater support accorded a paper owned by the 

convention than one owned by private parties. Of course 

it is owing to the paper, but no convention, so far as I 

have been able to finc,has ever owned a paper for the con

tinuance of which it did not have to meet a deficit with 

such regularity as to force surrender to private individ-

u2.ls. 

It is not worth a great deal to us in the solution 

of our problem in this connection to point out how it is 

met by other denominati ons,=or those with congregational 

polity have the sa~me problems exaotly, while auch denom-

ir:'i"_tions as the :';Iethodists, Presbyterians, and Episcopal

iana have an ecccsiaatical orgrunization that makes denon

inational control of their papers necessary and natural. 

Thei r problem becomes far less compli cated, and a limi ted 

number of papers makes possible better support; yet it is 

very doubtful if the majority of these journGls could be 
J 

maintained were it nor for w1r.ual appropriations from 
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the general treasuries of these bodies. 

The question of circulation involves both the finan

cial consideration and the question of ownership. How to 

get the paper circulated and read becomes, in existing 

conditions, an appallimg problem. Taken 

THE PROBLEM OF 

CIRCULATION. 

as a whole, the Baptists of the South 

are not a reading people. The scarcity 

of good books in the home of the aver

age Baptist family is a cause of grief on the part of 

every true pastor, teacher, and editor. Over against 

these facts is that of the deluge of cheap, trashy, sen

sational printed matter which the mails are dedly pour

ing in upon our people. With this worse than worthless 

trash, with its insidious attractiveness, the religious 

p8per must compete. Its excuse for existence is that it 

is religious, and therefore is seeking to promote rignt

eousnessi by its ve'Jty nature it is bound to deal with 

themes that are deep and thought-provoking, and is nece e

sarily shut up to that which is ennobling an~ uplifting. 

But to the ignorant, whose thoughts seldom rise higher 

than their round of dai 4r toil; to the careless, to whom 

religion is a matter of little importance; to the world}.y 

and muterial--and there are untold thousands of this class 

in Baptist churches--to whom much of the paper's teaching, 

if it be true to its task, is positively distastefu~--to 
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all this mighty host among our people the Baptist paper, 

be it ever so excellent J makes scarcely any appeal what

ever. As the journalist faces the task of reaching and 

enlisting this host of unenlisted and ineffective Bap

tists he is tempted to cry out in despair, "Who is suf

ficient for these things?" 

Yet the greatness of the task is but the measure of 

the opportunity that accompanies. Of all the people to 

whom God has ever given a charge J none ever rested under 

a heavier weight of obligation and re-

THE 

OPPORTUNITY. 

sponsibility than the Baptists of the 

twentieth century. Of all the agencies 

that God in his wisdom ever provided 

for the spread of truth, none since the world began has 

ever equalled the press. To awak~n and enlist the nearly 

five millions of Baptists in the South to a realization 

of their responsibility and God-given opportunity is a 

task that might well thrill the heart of an arch-angel. 

To the Southern Baptist press has a leading part, under 

GodJ been given in bringing the world back to the Book, 

back to Jesus Christ. Wi th such a field and with such 

a functionJ I have faith that the problems, however great, 

will be met and solved. Just how, time alone will reveal. 

There comes to me, as a sort of prophecYJ the vision of 

a fewJ strong, ably-eclited papers, each issued from a 
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strategic point within a group of states whose interests 

are most nearly in common, endowed as our Seminary and 

denominational colleges, and bearing the same relation

ship to the Southern Convention and the respective state 

conventions. The editorial chairs will be filled by men 

who~alaries are adequate to secure the best talent the 
! , 

South affords, and they will be paid independently of the 

earnings of the paper. The receipts of pUblication will 

then be used to pay expenses, for enlargements, and for 

the distribution of Baptist li terature. Such a p?---per \' 

can be issued cheaply enough to admit of its being placed 

in the homes of practically every Baptist family in the 

South, both by pri va te subscription and by subscription 

from local churches for their entire membership. Such 

a paper, moreover, will be of so great real value, of so 

great intrinsic worth and vital interest, that it will be 

read wi th eagerness by all classes of our people. God 

alone can estimate the power for Good of three or four 

such papers in the Southern States. 

A. we face the future, with its tasks, its oppor

tunities, its problems, we may take courage as we realize 

that the best thought of our Baptist leadership is being 

directed as never before to the solution of difficulties 

that lie in the way of progress. We will do well to 

ponder the closing words of the notable deliverance on 
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"Cbristian Union" recently made by the Texas Baptist Gen

eral Convention l which rings like a trumpet call to re

newed zeal and devotion l remembering that in the accom-

FACING 

T HF FUr TJRE • 

plishment of our tasks there is no 

mightier agency granted us from God 

than a consecr2ted l efficient denomi

national press: 

IIThis is an auspicious day for Baptists. It is a 

day when the whole world is turning towards democracy" 

both in religion and in government. Individualism is 

everywhere the battle-cry of progress. 

IIThere has never been such a time for the free preach

ing of the simple messages of Jesus and his apostles. 
l/ Cumbrous eccesiasticisms are falling away; only the simpie 

A. 

tl"uth as it is in Jestrs can either interpret or satisfy 

the heart-hunger of the multitudes of earth who have long 

been enthralled by over-government in church and state. 

The day for which our Baptist fathers waited and suffered 

and died has dawned. What they died for let us live for 

in worthy fashion. The marvelous blessings of God are 

upon us. The time we live in l the boundless opportunities 

before us, the insistent calls from every part of the vrorLd 

for light" ought to move us mightily to redouble our 

energies and multiply our activities in the v:orld-wide 

spread of the full Gospel of peace and liberty. We 

would ourselves lay to heart and v:ould commend to our 
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fellow-Baptists everywhere the assuring and moving words 

of the Apost le to t he Gent i les : 'Therefore J my beloved 

brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding 

in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 

labor is not in vain in the Lord.' Amen." 
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