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PREF ACE.
To author of this brief Doctrinal Catechism
of no work of the kind in circulation among
Baptists. Keach's Catechism, generally called the
"Baptist Catechism," is scarcely used at all No
reaaon can be assigned for this, except that it Us
too difficult for children. In the present work an
attempt has been made to simplify, as far as pos..
sible, without sacrificing important truth. The
teacher may have to give some further aid, byexplaining a few words here and there. The aim has
been to bring the truth taught within the comprehension of children of ten to twelve years old and
upwards. The desire has been felt to promote
catechetical instruction in the family and the Sunday-school. It is believed that there are many
who appreciate its value as a means of teaching
the truth of Gud. To the attention of such thi~
little work is commended, with the hope that it
may meet their wants. At the same time, Pastors
of churches, Superintendents and Teachers of Sunday-schools, and pious parents, are urged to consider how far a partial recourse at least to catechcticaJ. instnIction may tend to restore the vigorotL'~
piety of bygone days.
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CA'rEOHISM.
THE BIBLE
,. What book ha va we that teaches about God!

The Bible.
2.

By what otner name 18 It known!

The Scriptures.
s. Into what two parts 18 It divided'
Into the Old and New Testament..
j.

How came it

'0 be written ,

God inspired holy men to write it.
5.

Did they wrl te It exactly &8 God wished?

Yes; as much so as if he had written every
word himself:
I. Ought It, therefore, to be belleved and obeyed f

Yes; as much 80 &S though God had spokeD
directly to U8.
7. Doe8lt teach U8 every thing about God f

It does not j no language could teach 111
the full glory of God, nor could we ever comprehend it.
I. How much doellt teach naf

It teaches us all that is neoessary about
God, our duty to Him, our condition as sinners, and the way of salvation.
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COD.
1. Who is God!

He is the Maker and Supreme Ruler of all
things, and the greatest and best of beings.
2. Is there but one God?

There is but one God.
3. For what purpose did He cre&te all things?

That He might show forth his glory.
"4. Does He not also delight in the happiness and

goodness of his creatures.

Yes; and these ends are secured by the
display of his glory.
5. How did He make the worlds!

He made them out of nothing.
6. Of what did He make man?

He formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life.
7. What may "we ieam trom these acts ot creation 1

That He is a being of boundless power,
wisdom and goodness.
8. Has He all other perfections?

Yes; He has every perfection, and to an
equally boundless extent.
9. What is due to this glorious Being?

The lSupreme love and obedience of all His
creatrues.
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PROVIDENCE.
1. Does GGd take notice of every thing that takes

plaoe ?

Yes; nothing comes to pass without HiB
knowledge and permission.
-

,
iii'

2. When did He determine what things He wow,l
do, and what He would permit·~

In Eternity; before He had created anything.
~ 3. Has He ever permitted his creatures to do wrong r
Yes; when they have wilfully chosen to do so.
4. Has He not, however, warned them of the cons.
qnences of sin?

•

He has always wa.rned them that He would
surely punish them if they should sin.
5. Can God be regarded as approving sin under any
circumstances?

On the contrary, the Scriptures teach us
that He is of purer eyes than to behold evil,
md cannot look on iniquity.
6. Does He not in1luence men to do right?

He does; and it is owing to His grace that
we do any thing that is good.
7. Does He eve!' make men do right againMt their
~?

-

He never does; but He so leads them to see
and love what is right, that they choose to do
it
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ORICINAL AND PRESENT CONDITION OF MAN.
1. In what condition was man origina.lly crea.ted?

He was created in the image of God, and
free from sin.
2. How did he fall from tha.t condition?

.;,

Satan tempted him to disobey God, and he \ .
did so.
3. Did Satan himself tempt Adam?

,

No; he tempted Eve, and used her as his
instrument in tempting . t\.dam.
.
4. In what form did he present himself to Eve?
In the form of a serpent.
6. What evil effect followed the sin of Adam?

He, with all his posterity, became corrupt
and sinful, and fell under the condemnation
•
of the law of God.
6. Have Ilot all men been wilful transgressors of the
law in their own persons also?

Yes; as soon as they have become ola enough
to know what is right and what is wrong.
7. Who has been the only e&eeption to this universal
prevalence of sin?

The Lord Jesus Christ.
8. Was He a descendant of Adam in the same way sa
4Jl others?

He was not.
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JESUS CHRIST-A MAN.

1. We have learned that Jesus was a descendant of

Adanl; was He, then, a man ?

He was a man in every respect; but He was
without sin.
2. Mention some respects in which He was a man.

He had a human body and suul, and could
tot only suffer, but was also liable to temptation.
3. Was He ever tempted!

Yes; Satan tried in every way to make
sin, but could not.

~

4. Was He made subject to the law of God.

He was, and rendered perfect obedience to
it.
5. Had He the same bodily desires and appetite.
that we have!

Yes; He felt hunger and thirst, and was
liable to all sinless infirmities.
6. Was His soul also liable to B111fer!

Yes; it was His soul that suffered most
severely in fulfilljng the work which He came
to do.
.
7. For what did this human nature fit Him t

Not only to die for us, but also to sympathize with us in our trials and temptations.
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JESUS CH RIST -COO.

1. Wu Christ merely

t\

man?

No; He was God also.
2. By what name is He ('.alled as mob r

The only Begotten Son of God.
S. How is He described in Hebrews!

As the brightness of the Father's glory anll
the express image of his person.

t
t

4:.. What language does God use to the Son?

Unto the Son He says, "Thy throne, 0 God,
is forever and ever."
5. Is Jesus Christ oalled God in any other place in

~Bible?
Yes; in the first Epistle of John, speakIng
of Him, it says, "This is the true God."
6. Did He ever allow himself to be addressed 88 God?

Yes; Thomas said to Him, "My Lord and
my God."
7. In wha.t other ways does the Bible teach the Divin-

ityof Cluist!

It ascribes to Him the possession of every
perfection ascribed to God.
S. Mention some of these.

Omniscience, omnipresence and eternity of
existence.
9. Is the work of creation ever ascribed to Him !

Yes; the Bible says all things were ma.de
1))" Him.

OAT:lOHISM OJ' BIBLB DOOTBIN&.
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THE TRINITY.

1. Does not the title "Son of God " indicate to us
that J eRUS is not the only person that is God ?

Yes; it suggests to

i

11S

the Father.

2. What other person is a180 called God!

The Holy Spirit.
3. Does this imply that there is more than one God ?

No; the Bible teaches that the Father is
God, that the Son is God, and that the Spirit
is God, and yet that there is but one God.
4. Can we understand the nature of God
revealed to us!

8.8

thu;t

We cannot; but we can believe and know
that it is such as God teaches us.
5. Why can we not understand the nature of God!

Because our minds are limited in power,
and the glorious mystery of the nature of God
is boundless.
6. Is it in His nature only that God is beyond our
knowledge?

No; He is mysterious also in all His works
and ways.
7. What should we learn from this?

To trust Him, both in what he does and
what He teaches.
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THE MEDIATOR.

1. What is a MediRtor?

One who lead.er persons who are at enmity
to become friends, or to be reconciled to each
other.
2. Why is Christ called the Mediator?

Because He comes between man and God,
and reconciles them to each other.
3. What offices does Christ discharge as Mediator?

The offices of Prophet, Priest and King,
4. Why is Christ called a Prophet?
1,'

A Prophet is one who speaks for God, and
Christ is the Great Teacher of Divine Truth.
5. Why is He called a Priest?

It was the duty of the Priest to offer sacrifice for sin, and to pray to God to pardon the
sinner. Christ is in both these respects the
High Priest of His people.
6. In what sense is He a King?

He has no earthly kingdom; but He reigns
in the hearts of saints and angels.
7. Is He no~ King of the universe?

He is, and hence is called the King of kings
and Lord of lords.
8. Will this reign ever be acknowledged by all

It will at the judgment-day.

.

t
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THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST.
1. What was the sacrifice which Christ offered?

He offered up Himself for sin.
2. In what way did He become the sacrifice?

He took our sin upon Him, and suffered the
penalty in our place.
3. When did He suffer that penalty?

When He died upon the cross
4. Did He Buffer in both natures?

No; in the human nature only. The Divine
nature cannot suffer.
5. Was not the union of the Divine and the humo

nature necessary in the work of salvation?

It was necessary; otherwise the human nature could not have susta.ined the sufferings
it endured.
6. For what else was that union necessary?

To give value and efficacy to sufferings which,
but for that union, would have been those of
a mere creature.
7. Why would not the suft'erings of a mere creature
have sufficed?

Because every creature is bound, 8S his own
duty, to do and suffer all that God wills, and
therefore can do nothing to secure merit or
pardon for others.
8. Of what va1118 is this saori1ice, to those ft:>r whom

He died?

It delivers them from the guilt and punishment of all their aini.
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THE OFFER OF SALVATION.
1. To whom does God offer the salvation in J esua ,

He has ordered it to be offered to even
creature.
2. Upon what condition?

Upon that of repentance and faith.
3. Axe not these terms easy?

They are so easy that all who refuse are
without excuse.
4. Do all men accept them?

They do not; they universally reject them
where left without Divine fufluence.
5. Has God thus left all mankind?

He has not; but effectually calls many to
the knowledge and belief of His truth.
6. What agent accomplishes this work?

The Holy Spirit.
7. Do those who accept the Gospel deserve any reward for so doing?

No; for their acceptance is entirely due to
the grace of God.
8. How will God punish those who reject it t

Far more severely than He will those who
have never heard it.
9. Upon what grounds will he punish any who have'
never heard the gORpel?

Because they, too, are sinners, and have disobeyed the law of God written in their hearts
and in nature

OATEOHISM OF DIBLE DOCTRINE.
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ELECTION.

1. What name is given to those whom God etreetnally calls to salvation?

They are called the Elect or the ohosen onefl
of God.
2. Why are they so called?

Because God, before the foundation of the
world, chose them unto salvation through
Christ Jesus.
3. Did God make this choice because He foresaw
that these persons would be pious and good people?

He did not; for the goodness and piety of
any are due to the influences of the Spirit.
4. Was it, then, because He foresaw that they would
believe?

On the contrary, it is through His choice
that they are led to believe.
5. What, then, was the ground of that choice!

His own sovereign will.
8. How may we know if we be of the Elect of God?

Only by perceiving that the Holy Spirit has
led us to repentance and faith and loving
obedience to God.
7. Ought we not diligently to watch for suob usur·

&nee of our calling and election!

Yes, and besides this we ought to pray earnestly to God to give His Spirit thus to worl:

.lD U8.

Itl
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RECENERATION AND SANCTIFICATION.

1. What is the first work that the Spirit accomplishes

in those who are saved?

The work of Regeneration.
2. What is meant by our Regeneration?

Our being born again.
3. What does the Spirit do in the act of Regeneration ~

He gives us a new heart, inclined to love
and practise holiness.
4. How does Regeneration affect the mind?

It enlightens the mind to understand sav·
ingly the Word of God.
5. Is Regeneration necessary to salvation?

Yes; "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God."
6. Are we made perfectly holy in Regeneration?

No, this is only attained in our perfect Sanctification.
7. What is meant by our Sanctification?

It means our being made holy or free from sin.
8. Is such perfection attained in this life?

It is not.
9. What, then, is the Sanctification whioh we have
experienced?'
_

It is a change produced by the infiuences of
the Spirit, by which we gradually increase in
the love and practice of holines9'

<JATEUHISM OF BIBLE DOCTRIN~.
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REPENTANCE AND FAITH.
1. What is Repentance.

It is sorrow for sin, accompanied by a determination, with the help of God, ,0 Ain no
longer.
2. Do we truly repent every time we are Borry for
sin?

No; our sorrow may be from wrong motives.
3. Suppose our sorrow arises merely from the fear
of detection or punishment?

In that event, it is not true repentance.
4. What kind of sorrow, then, is involved in true
"epentance?

A sorrow which makes us hate sin because
it is sin, and because it is wrong to commit it.
5. What is Faith?

It is believing what the Bible tells us about
Jesus, and trusting our salvation in His hands.
6. Is this belief an act of the mind only?

No; it is with the whole heart, so that we
are led to love and obey Christ.
7. Are there many who believe the Bible who do Qot
exercise faith?
,

Yes; the greater part of those who have the
Bible believe it with the mind, but do not
trust with the heart also

•
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JUSTI FICATION.
1. Wba' is Justification!

It is an act of God, by which He fully
!l8 of all sin.

acqui~

2. la it based upon any works of our own!

It is not; by our own works we could never
~ecure it.
3. Is it not, however, intimRtely connected with some
ad of ours?

Yes, with the exercise of faith.
<t. III it due to Ollr faith in Christ!

It is not; that faith becomes the instrument
only, not the cause of our justification.
5. To what, then, is it due?

Simply to the merit.s and sufferings of Christ,
which are accounted by God 88 ours.
6. What do the Scriptures mean when they say that
tre are justified by faith!

In part, they are teaching that our jnstification is not by works.
7. What else do they mean !

They also speak thus, because m the act of
faith the believer takes hold of the meritoriOllS work of Christ, which is the true ground
of justification.
S. 'Vb)' does the Apostle Jam_ .y that we are juatifit"tl by works and not by fait.h only?

He refers to the fact that every ODe that
hlU~ trne faith also performs good works.

CATECHI~M
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COOD WORKS.

Has not God offered life and happiness upon the
~rformance of good works!
1.

He has.
2. Have any of mankind ever been justified in that

way?

None have been thus justified.
3. Why is this?

Because, having a sinful nature, no man. can
perform good works in an acceptable manner.
4. Since, then, we are saved by faith alone, does God
,till require good works!

He does, and gives us grace to help us do
them.
5. Are they to be performed with aDy hope of attain·
ing salva.tion?

They are not; for we can never perfectly
perform them in this life.
6. From what motiwe then!

From a spirit of love and obedience.
7. 'Vha~ then, is the position of woru in God's
01 justification?

wa,

They are the fruits and evidence of a change
of heart and of love to God.
S. With what motiTe ahould 1M Ie& mea ... our

good works!

,\Vith the hope that th1l8 they may be led to

glorify God.

to
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ASSURANCE AND PERSEVERANCE.
1. What is meant by &881lI'8.Dce of salvation?

It is an undoubting conviction of our acceptance in Christ.
t. Do all the people of God attain it!
It is Dot attained by all
3. Is Dot M8tlJ'8nce an essential of saving faitb~

It is Dot; doubts and fears assail believers
IOmetimes to the end of life.
~

Ia it not desirable to attain this grace ~

It is not only very desirable, but we are
expressly commanded to seek for it.
5. Do any in whom the work of grace baa begun eTer
finall y fall ?

Tbey do not.
g. How do we know thia!

We learn it from the Scriptures; moreover,
salvation is the work of God, who cannot fail
in what He undertakes.
7. Do not neh

perIIODi

8Omettm. fall ink) grie.ow

liD'

They do; and years may elapse before thoy
are finally r8acued therefrom.
8. Ou a ahild of 00cJ be OODteD~ in t.hi8 atUe!

No; the renewed nature God baa given hilll
must be diattubed at the preeeDoe of aw.
8. WhM ia h~ plaiD dlltJ' wh. he Inda blmMlf ir.
tbIa OODditioD!

Still to trust in hie SaYiour, praying to Him
lor pvdOIl and for balp to .."oid e.
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THE FUTURE LIFE.
1. What do the Scriptures teach about the immortality of the soul ?

They teach that the soul will never :lie, but
will live forever.
2. Do Dot our bodies die!

l'hey do, and after death return to dust.
". Will these bodies ever be raised to life again?

They will, at the judgment-day.
t. What is the judgment-day?

It is the day God has appointed in which to
judge the world.
5. By whom will He do this!

By his Son, Jesus Christ.
6. What will be done with the wicked?

He will send them away into everlaatiDg
punishment.
7. Into what place will He send them T

Into Hell, the place of torment.
8. What will He do for the righteou!

He will give them life everlasting.

.

9. Where will they liTe!

In Heaven with Jesus-the home ot all the
good.
10. Who alone of mankiDd will be ~ riP""'!
Those who have attained to the righteo08

!le88 of God in CLritft J eROS.
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BAPTISM.
L What duty has God intima.tely associated with
Faith!
.

The profession of that faith in the ordinance
of Baptism.
2. Wha.t is Baptism?

. It is the immersion of the body in water, in
the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Ghost.
3. Why is it done in the name of the Fa.ther, the

SOD

and the Holy Ghost!

To denote that the person baptized thus
professes to believe these three to be God, and
to devote himself to His service.
4. 'Vhat does the use of water in Baptism represent?

The washing away of our sins by the cleansIng influences of the Holy Spirit.
5. What does the act of immersion represent?

The union of the believer with Christ in
death.

Hi~

6. Do the Scriptures assign this uni~n as a reasor.
why we are to profess Christ by immersion?

They do; they tell us that it is on this account that we are buried with Christ by baptism unto death.
7. Who alone a.re the fit subjects of Baptism?

Those who exercise faith; for they only can
properly profess to have experienced the things
which Baptism represents.

OATECHIBM OF BIBLE DOCTRINE.
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THE LORD'S SUPPER.
1.

,V nat other ordinance has Christ established ?

The Lord's Supper.
2. In what does this ordinance consist!

In eating bread and drinking wine
membrance of Christ.

.

ill

ra-

3. Who alone are authorized to receive it?

The members of His churches:
4:. In what way is it to be obse.rved!

As a church ordinance, and in token of
church fe~lo,vship.
5 Is there any established order in which these
ordinances are to be observed?

Yes; the believer must be baptized before
he pnTtakes of the Lord's Supper.
6. 'Vhat does the Lord's Supper represent!

The death and sufferings of Christ.
7. Does the mere partaking, either of Baptism or the
Lord's Supper, eonfer spiritual blessings?

No; they are worthless, if not injurious, to
those ,vho do not exercise fait~.
8. But how is itwhen they are partaken of by those
who do exercise faith?

The Spirit of God makes them, to such persons, precious means of grace.
9. Whom has Christ appointed to administer BaptisID
and the Lord's Supper?

The authorized ministers of His

churche~.

~4
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THE SABBATH.
1. What is the Sabbath !

It is one day of the week, which God requires to be kept as a day of rest, and holy to

Him.
2. What day of the week did the Jews observe?

The seventh which we commonly call Sat
nrday.
J

3. 'Vhat da.y do 'JhristiUlS keep!

The first day of. the week or Sunday.
4. Why do Christians keep Sunday as the Sabbath !

Because it was on that day of the week that
Christ rose from the dead.
5. What name is given to it on this account ~

The Lord's Day.
S. Did the Apostles and the Christians of their day
observe the first day of the week?

They did; and that is our authority for observing the first instead of the seventh day.
7. "llat. truth was the Sabbath appointed to com.
tD('morate?

The completion of God's work of Creation.
~. What additional truth does the Christian Sabba.th
tt"a<'h ':

The triumphant completion of the still more
~loriou8 work of Redemption.

