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A Reprint Opportunity .. ........... PORTRAITS OF FORMER STATE SECRETA­

RIES PRESENTED TO CONVENT IO N 
JOHN TAYLOR'S 

Historically Famous Classic 

"HISTORY OF TEN BAPTIST CHURCHES" 

First Printed in 1823 
300 Pages 

Facsimile Re~roduction 

$7.95 
Postpaid 

This valuable book will be reprin­
ted and made availabl e if we can 
secure as many as 300 orders for · 
it, and at the above pr i a e . · · · 
Sh ould any wish to have this alas­
aid work on early Baptist Zife -·in 
Virginia and Kentucky from about 
1??0 to 1820, fill in the order 
blank enclosed with your Newslet• 
ter. 

DO IT N O W · ! 

You may have the book for $?.50 
Postpaid if payme~t accompanies 
your order . 

.; should you not be interested, pass 
the Order Blank on to a friend. 

THINGS TO COME 

I N FEBRUARY ,'/THE LINCOLN FAMILY 
AND THE BAPTISTS" 
Dr. Leo T. Crismon 

MORE ON FORMER STATE 
SECRETARIES 

On Thur 9 day, December 3, 19?0, 
the Kentucky Baptist Historical 
Commission presented the first, Se 
ries A, portraits of former Stat e 
Baptist Secretaries to the Executi 
ve Board for the Convention for 
perma~ent possession and display 
in the Kentucky Baptist Building~ 
Middletown. 

Series A inctudid the portraits 
of A.D. Sears~ John William Black, 
and William Cooke Boone. 

The portraiti were provided th­
rough the William L. McQuary Stu­
dio , Brandenburg, Kentucky. 
·· The program began with a dinner 
in Boone Lodge, Ce~armore, at 6:30 
P.M. 'f./endeil H. Rone, ·Sr:, Owensbo­
ro, Chairman of the Historical Com­
mission and Vice-President . of the 
Histo~icaZ Society, presided. Euge­
~e Quinn, Secretary, Church Music 
Dep'artmen t, Middle town, Zed the as-• 
semblage in singing "Faith ~f Our 
Fath~rs," dnd Charles F. Jones, Se­
cond Vice-President of the Kentuck y 
Baptist Convention, PineviZJe, Zed · 
in the in~ocation. · 

After delightful fellowship aro­
und the table~Chairman Rone intro­
duced the Kentucky Baptiat Conv en­
tion officers, as follows: John R. 
Claypool, Louisville, P~~sident; 
Harold Wainscott, Owensboro, First 
Vice-President; Charles F. Jones, 
Pin~ville, Second Vice-President; 
L.C. Ray, Louisville~ Secretary; 
and Leo T. Crismon, Louisville, 
Associate Sec~etary. · · 



PORTRAITS, CONT'd. 

The program proper began with a 
voaal so lo by Eugene Quinn, "For 
All The Saints. This was follow e d 
by the presentation of the portra­
of A.D. Sears, Gene~al Agent in 
1849-1850, by George R. J ewell,Se­
cretary of the Commission and So­
ciety. There were no known living 
descendents of Sears in attendance 
to recognize. After the presentar 
ti on, Eugene Quinn Zed the congre­
gation in singing the first etanza 
o f uo God, Our Help In Ages Past." 

Chairman Rone then presented 
the portrait of John W~lliam Black 
Ge neral Secretary-Treasurer in the 
years 1939- 1 945. Harold G. Sanders 
introduced the fo l lowing living 
de scendents of Dr. Black at this 
time. They were: Harold E. Black, 
Jr., a grandson; Mrs. Harold E. 
Black 3 Sr., daughter-in-law; and 
Miss Ethe l Black, daughter. Harold 
E. Black, Sr. , a son, was unable 
to be present due to a last-minute 
emergency at LaGrange Reformatory, 
where he is serving as Warden. The 
a9ngregation then sang the second 
v erse of the afore-mentioned hymn, 
led by Eugene Quinn. 

Leo T. Crismon, Vice-President 
o f the Commission, and Curator­
President of the So,eiety then pre­
sented the portraib of William Co­
oke Boone, General Secretary-Trea­
s urer in 1946-1961. Harold G. San­
de rs introduced Attorney W.C. Boo­
ne, Jr., his wife, Jamie, and the 
f ormer responded to the presenta­
ti on. The members of the Black fa­
mily had also previously responded 
to the presentation. Eugene Quinn 
led the congregation in singing 
the concluding verse of the afore­
mentioned hymn. 

Lewis C, Ray, Secretary of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, Lou­
i s ville, spoke on the subject, 
11Secretaries I Have Known and Lo­
ve d. 11 This covered the pe riod fr­
:.'m Dr . W.D. Powell, who served in 
the period 1908-1918 t o the pre­
s ent time. Dr. Ray has been in 
the ministry over 55 years, and 
we were informed that he had made 
the frame which surrounded the 
Boone portrait. 

Eugene Quinn led the congrega­
tion in singing the first two ver-

s e s of the "Anniversary Hymri. " At 
this point, K.B.C. Preeident, John 
R. Claypool, formally received all 
three portraits after they were a­
gain and formally presented to the 
Convention by Chairman Rone. The 
congregation then sang the conclu­
ding stanzas of the above hymn. 

The benediction was pronounced 
by Harold G. Sanders, Executive 
Secretary;Treasurer, bringing to a 
close a very heart-warming and ap ­
propriate service. 

Monographs of the three former 
Secretaries whose portraits were 
presented to the Convention were 
prin t ed with the program. They ar • 
to be found in Volumes I and III 
of the Southern Baptist Enoyclo­
pedia. 

Recent information received fr • 
om Secretary Sanders states that 
portraits of Secretaries Jonathan 
G. Bow and O.E . Bryan have been 
completed; while those of Secreta­
ries W.D. Powell, Calvin M. Thomp­
son, Sr., Joseph W. Warder, Willi­
am M. Pratt, John L. Waller, and 
George Waller are in process of 
being completed. A picture of Ja­
mes Madison Frost, Sr., is in the 
hands of the Commission. Pictures 
are still needed of all others who 
have filled the Secretary's Offic e . 

Additional completed portraits 
will be presented to the Conventi ­
on at an appropriate time in the 
future. -- Wendell H. Rone, Sr. 
--------------=-======------------

CuMMISSION TO MEET - JANUARY 19 

The Kentucky Baptist Historical 
Commission will meet on Tuesday, 
January 19, at ?:30 A.M. for bre­
akfast at Holiday Inn, Elizabeth ­
town, Kentucky, in connection wit ~ 
the meeting of the Layman's Evan­
gelistic Conference. Officers for 
19?0-1971 will be elected and new 
Commission members recognized. 

- - Wendell H. Rone, Sr., Chmn. 
~-~-------=-====--=---------------

BE A MEMBER OF THE 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST HISTORICAL SOC ' TY 

MEMBERSHIP 

LIFE - $25.00 ANNUAL - $2.50 
(Same for Churches) 



A,D, SEARS 

A.D. Sears (born in Fairfax County, Virginia, January 1, 1804;dled 
in Clarksville, Tennessee, on June 15, 1891) came to Kentucky from 
Virginia in 1823 and settled in Bourbon County. At that time he had 
never heard a Baptist preach. In 1828 he larried Ann B. Bowie. After 
studying the writings of Andrew Fuller and understanding the New Tes-
tament, he decided to join the "seat" he had earlier despised. On 
July 19, 1838, he and his wife were baptized by Ryland T. Dillard in­

. to the . fellows hip of the David's Pork Church. 
He preaahed at Georgetown and Porks of Elkhorn (not being pastor 

at either place), and held meetings in Bracken Association and at Sh­
elbyville, Burk's Branch and South Benson. 

Afte~ conducting a meeting at the First Baptist Church, Louisville , 
he was called as pastor, serving until July, 1849 

For a year he was General Agent for the General Association of Bap 
tists in Kentucky. 

In July, 1850, he accepted the pastorate of the First Baptist Chu1 
ah of Hopkinsville, remaining u~til 1860, whd~ the Civil War began. 

He went South, and in 1864 attempted to return to Kentucky, but he 
was hindered by military authorities. 

In January, 1866, he accepted the pastorate of the First Baptist 
Church at Clarksville, Tennessee 3 where he remained until his death. 

-- Leo T. Crismon 

JOHN WILLIAM BLACK 

Johti William Black was born in Rowan County, Kentucky on December 
13, 18?5; died at Covington, Kentucky on May 15, 1950. Attorney, pas­
tor, Kentucky Baptist leader. 

After attending Newfoundland Normal, a private school, Black taught 
school in the mountains of Kentucky, became an attorney, and was elec­
ted county attorney for R~wan County. 

On January 3, 1896, he married Jennie L. Adkins, by whom he had two 
daughters and nine sons. 

In 1916, while county attorney, Black decided to enter the minia­
try and began preaching at Howard's Mill, near Morehead and Mt. Ster­
ling, Kentucky, about May 1 of that year. He was ordained on June 1, 
1916. 

Although Black attended Southern Baptist Theological Seminary only 
a few months, he remained throughout life an avid reader and a student 
of the Bible. 

A logical thinker and a pleasing pulpit speaker, he held pastorate r 
in Levee, Jackson, Wheatley, and Dry Ridge, Kentucky. During his 13-
year pastorate at Latonia Baptist Church, Covington, Kentucky, hlhiah 
began on May 1, 1926, he became recognized as one of the leading pas­
tors of the state. 

Black was clerk of Three Forks Association and moderator of Concor 
Association, a member of the executive board of the General Associati­
on of Baptists in Kent~cky and of its approprations committee for s~­
ven-year periods, moderator of the general association, and its gene­
Pal secretary-t~easurer from 1939 to i945. 

George R. Jewell 

WILLIAM COOKE BOONE 

William Cooke Boone was born in Bowling Green, Kentucky, on Pebru-. 
ary Bi 1892; died at Jackson, Tennessee, on July 9, 19?0. Son of Arth­
ur Upshaw Boone and Eddie Belle Cooke and descendent f1'om Samuel Boone 
(1?28-1816), he represented the fifth generation from Squire Boone II 
(1?44-1815), pioneer Kentucky Baptist preacher, from whom every gene-



ration of Kentucky Boones has had at least one Baptist preacher. 
W.C. Boone was educated at William Jewell College (A.B., 1912; 

A.M., 1913); at the Southern Baptist Theologiaal Seminary (1912-1914) 
and at Columbia University (summer of 1923). Georgetown College con­
ferred the D.D. Degree on him in 1928. 

He felt the call to the ministry in February, 1912, while a studen t 
in William Jewell College. He was ordained at Memphis, Tennessee, on 
March 24, 1914. 

Pastorates were First Baptist Churoh, Hernando, Mississippi (1914-
1916); Marianna, Arkansas (191?-1918); First Baptist Churoh, Owensbo­
ro, Kentuoky (1918-192?); First Baptist Church, Roanoke, Virginia 
(192?-1930). 

From 1930 to 1932 he served as President of Oklahoma Baptist Uni­
versity. Returning to the pastorate he served the First Baptist Chur­
ch, Jackson, Tennessee (1932-1940), and Crescent Hill Baptist Church, 
Louisville, K~ntucky (1940-1945). . 

He became exeoutive secretary of the Executive Board of the Gener­
al Association of Baptists in Kentuoky (now Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion) on January 1, 1946. He served ably in this position until his 
retirement in the summer of 1961, moving ten to Jackson, Tennessee, 
where he organized the Woodland Baptist Church (1965) and served as 
its pastor through 196?. 

He published two books: WHAT GOD HATH JOINED TOGE1HER, Nashville, 
1935; and WHAT WE BELIEVE, Nashville, 1936. He conducted tours thr­
ough Europe and the Near East from 1925 until after his retirement. 

W.C. Doane married Ruth Trotterj daughter of Mr. and Mrs. I.P. 
Trotter, on September 1, 1915. Children are: Mrs. Ruth Fusselle, Gre~ 
nada, Mississippi; Mrs. Martha Foust, Jackson, Tennessee; Mrs. Nan 
Arendall. Mobile, Alabama; A.U. Boone II, Austin, Texas; and W.C. 
Boone, Jr., Louisville, Kentucky. 

-- Leo T. Crismon 
-----------------------------------------7 ·--------------------------

CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES, GENERAL AGENTS, ETC. - KY. BAPTISTS 

CORRESPONDING SBCRETARIES 

John L. vlaller 
George Matthews 
P.A. Willard 
Thomas S. Maloolm 
Danfo:r>d Thomas 
Duncan R. Campbell 
Henry Day 
D.G. Hatoh 
F.C. MoCalla 
Samuel H. Ford 
J.M. Cooper 
Andrew Broadu$ 
J.M. Bennett 

**William M. Pratt 

S,F. Thompson 
A.D. Cabaniss 
J.R. Ware 
J.W. Warder 
J.G. Bow 
W.D. Powell 
o.E. Bryan 

+C.M, Thompson, Sr. 
John W. Black 
rl.C. Boone, Sr. 

#Harold G, Sanders 

183?-1838 
1839 
1840-1841 
1842-1843 
1844-1845 
184?-1848 
1849 
1850-1851 
1852 
1853 
1854-1856 
185?-1859 
1860-1861 
l862-l866; 
18?8 
1866-18?1 
18?2-18?8 
18?9-1880 
1880-1900 
1901-190? 
1908-1918 
1918-1921 
1921-1938 
1939-1945 
1946-1961 
1961-

GENERAL AGENTS 

James M. Frost, Sr. 
Younger R. Pitts 
James D. Black 
A.D. Sears 
W.W. Gardiner 
Virgil E. Kirtley 
Andred Broadus 
H.R . Puryear 
G. ~1. Robertson 

*Andrell1 Broadus 
0 R.L. Thurman 

1844-1845 
1846 
1848 
1849-1850 
1850 
1852-1854 
1855 
18,56 
185? 
1859 
1862--1863 

* Known as Corresponding Seoreta­
ry and General Agent in 1859. 

° Known as Corresponding Seoreta­
ry and Treasurer. 

** Known as Superintendent of Mis­
sions and General Agent 

+ Known as Secretary-Treasurer in 
1930-1932. Begininning of term 
General Secretary in 1928. 

# Known now as Executive Secreta­
ry-Treasurer. 



lO l l l l a 10 }Hc~rnan 

Pl'esident 
By LEO T. CRISMON 

Kentuaky .;paptist Histol'iaal Soaiety . 

An address delivel'ed in ahapel 
of the Southel'n Baptist 1he0-
loguaal Seminary, Janual'y 30, 

. 194 7 

+++++++++ 

In the years just pl'ior to .1876 the nation began to prepal'e for 
the celebration of the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Decla­
ration of Independence. It was to be obsel'Ved not only politically, 
but in other ways, especially as an event in the l'eligious history of 
our country, 

Diffel'ent denominations began a few years before 1876 to plan 
for the ceZebl'ation. Northern Baptists prepal'ed and published a vol­
ume entitled THE BAPTISTS AND THE NATIONAL CENTENARY to 'IJ)hiah Baptist , 
i n the South also contributed. 

As far as I am able to determine, the Southern Baptist Conventi c 
did not make plans for celebrating the oaaasion and in the minutes o f 
the Convention for 1876 there is no reference to the centenary. 

Baptists 'IJ)ithin the states however did observe the oentenary; I 
note espeaially in Missoul'i (Duncan, Robel't S., HISTORY OF THE BAP­
TISTS IN MISSOURI, p. 275) and in Kentucky. 

Kentucky Baptists launched plans early for aelebl'ating the ocaa­
sion. In 1873 in the report of the General Secl'etary to the General 
Assoaiation mention was made of the appl'oaahing 100th anniversary and 
the propriety of entering into the aelebl'ation with the l'est of the 
nation. 

To Ken tuaky Baptists it was a double ce lebr,ationJ for the first 
record of Baptist preaahing in Kentukay points to April and May, 1'176 
aa the time with Thomas Tinsley and William Hickman as the preaahel's. 

There is a reference to "divine ael'viaee" having been perfol'med 
by Re v. John Lythe, of the Churah of England, at Boonesbol'o, in May , 
1??5, but_- it is not generally agreed that this consisted of the 
pr eaching of the Gosp e l. 

Thomas Tinsley was an oldel' man and we do not kno'IJ) when he came 
to Kentuaky, or anythffllJ_ else about him other than that he preached at 
Ha rrodsburg on Sundays as eal'ly as April,1776. 



William Hickman wae not a preaoher when he oame to Kentucky, but 
after being a~~ociated wit~ Tinsley h~ saya, "I gen~ralZy ,cqncZuded 
hie meetings. ; ' Ori( Sur{dhy m.oriiing, .;. s·i :tting ~t the - hetad of ,a : sp:iiing at 
this place, h~ ; l¢id ri~s, Bio~e __ on_; my ~high ati? _sc/1,,~d, ;'.to11t mu~-~- preach 
today. ' He sa1,,d that 1,;f I d-z.d not, he 1Jould not . · It set me 1-n · a troe­
mor. I knew he would not draw back, I took the Book and turned to 
the twe~ty-·third chapt~r of Numbers and .tenth verse: 'Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last end be Zike his. '" 

. . . ~- ... 
"I spo~e .fif:t;eerJ; or t;wefitf ' rt1~1_'lil,fes ~ a good dea Z scared, thinking 

if I left arty gaps down he ·would ' pu·t · them··up.- · · He :·1atlotied me with a 
good sermon, but never mentioned my blunders" (SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND 
TIMES OF WILLIAM HICKMAN, SR,, by W.P. Hara1>ey, p. 6), William Hick­
man was at that time-;.twfnty~iine_ years .-d'f c;t ge, 

. ·.·· , ·. \ : :., . .· :. . ·- ' :: •, . 

At the first men.ii'on o{ .ke ·eping•; ti10 · na_ti-o_naZ cen tenaray, the name 
· of WiZZiam Hickman wde" li'nked ' with.'. £hf) ' occa's-i:on:~ · • An engraved plate 
was praepared fora pr-inting a "DoZZar RoZZ" o,r- "FamiZy RolZ" to be pre­
sented to subsaribers of the fund to be raised. These aertificates 
had on them a picture of WiZZiam Hiakman ~nd the dates "1?7~-1876." 

. ¼ \ • . ·' . :·- ·-=- -~-

The original, picture from which the engraving was made . now hangs 
in the library of the Fils on Club on Breakenridge Street in . LouisviZZ r~ 
Hj,s pi,a_tur.~ wa_s also. plaaed at . th_e aenteI' of a group piature of alZ 
the .pre~c.het>s a.t'¢~nqing: the me·etirig of the General Ae-s.oai,a:.t '.i.on iat 
Wa:l,nut ·.I[treet Bap'ti,st Churah -ln to·i.iisvi Z le on May 2.5, ' 18'16~: . Dr. ,lcelm,e ; 
P •. Bo_yae, .. uia __ s, · "~n tha;t group.- ·. .. . , · '· '.: . '.. 

:·•·:: . ' .. ·,) . ; ~: 
. "· 

I have one of the piatures hanging in my office now .a.nd .. th.~r-e ar , 
tw~;oth~rs -in the library and the orginaZ from which they were made • 

.. . Th e ·seminaxiy had not ·at that time moved to -Louisvil:l'e, '. but ,: D_r • . ,Boyce 
· h.,xd . alre.ady , moved . his }'ami iy he-re -~ ari,d was working . toward , raising the 
~ndowment of $500,000.00 ~ecesdary £0 secur~ the ·i~mi~ary fihancially . 

· . . • . The a~ntrai emphasis in the 
· t o . raise . Kentu4ky's part of this 
nial q~r.tifiaa:tes were issued t o 
oause ~ithin the ~tat~ . - . 

centennial, campaign in Kentucky was 
endowment, $3·00, OOO; oo. ' The .aenten­
a·t l -who con:tributed $1. 00 to t-ka .t 

' . ' . . ' . . 

. ', .. 'Th·e ~e ~as , ~1-09 one p:ztepai:>e d iii th' j;_he, piature's of. the seminary 
professors on it, to be issued to ' th)j·s·e' outside ' the state of Kentucky 
who contributed $1. 00 toward · the $200,-0-00. 00 to be raised out.side of 

. Ke:r;, tuoky. Mr. J. O. Anderson, treasurer . of the semina:ray, has one of 
those which wa~ issued to · his fathe~, J.B. Anderson~ in :1876 or 1877 • 

. ' · • ' . . ; . ·,· .. ' ·- ' .•· 

' ' Wi z Ziam Hickman was 'born i;n, King and . Queen Coun"ty, ·, Vi:t>gi,rt,ia on 
Februar-y 4, 1747. ·· Ii.is parents aied; ·-when·· he was :a siiraZZ· .. bo:y -an--d he: an d 
his sister were cared for by his grandmother untiZ he was fourteen 
years of age. Then he was apprenticed to John ShackZeford. His 
gr andmot~er until" he wds fourt e en yea'i,s of age. -Then ·he. -w.as appren-

·t .laed to JoAn _Sha.ckZeford. ·· .His yrandmother had give:n h_im. ~ Bible w<.'\·th 
the charge n ot · to negZeat ·reading · it~ · Bu't because of . the ·evi i ·-habits 
c,f the fami .ly tq. w.hiah he had been apprenticed he soon feZZ into wiok ­
odness and n e,:gJe~ied the .:r~a4ing , 6f . his . Bib 'le and prayi:ng. · . 

· ;~ 11?o' hiJ ;;;!'Pied his ,· lirdst,er'is daughter ·:~,,_; fJas ·aZso · "fond of 
·,1-l rth and dancing." He said that he went to hear the rrz'i_nif:!t;er of the 
J stabli~~s~ ~hu~ah preach ."w~en he was , sober enough' to go through 
his 4-'k~~guxis.e •. _t~,: ... A }i_tt le z.'.cit?r . h~ _curd his>wife began . to . heap', the Bap 
tis ts prae·ach and were p r;J't;h qonverted: : . ·· ' . 

. .. . '. '· ' .. :····· . .. __ . , :,: ! 1 
'f'• ,.· . 



Mr. Bick~an wae · aonverted on February 24, 1??5 and was baptized 
the following April. He and other converts at the time organized a 
prayer meeting which resulted in the 6rganization of Skinquarter 
Church a few years -later; and a ll the nine men involved beaame ordain 
ed ministers. 

. i\ 
In 1?76 William Hiokman "h eard of a aountry cdlZed Kentuaky." 

He left his ho~e in Virginia on February 25, 17?6 and arrived at Har­
rodsburg, Kentuaky on April 1. Here he began to preach, due to his 
earlier experienae and to his association with Thomas Tinsley, He 
left Kentuaky on June 1, 1?76 and returned to Virginia. 

To the joy of his brethren he continued to preaoh and he con­
duated many suooessful revivals. He conduated the funeral serviae 
for an old lady who was buried in "the aonsecrated burial ground of 
an Episcopal churoh in whiah only Episcopalians were expeated to be 
buried, and on whiah preaohers of other denominations were not allowe d 
to preach, so he had to 'preach outside. '" 

Mr• . Hiokman was .ordained in 1?78, when he was thirty-one years 
of age, and two years after he began to preach. He left Virginia in 
August 1?84 and settled near Lexington, Kentuaky in April, 1785. He 
and his wife joined South Elkhorn ahurch, 

In January 1?88 he moved to Forks of Elkhorn where friends had 
persuaded him to loaate; and had arranged to make him a present of 
one hundred aores of Zand. Many conversions resulted from his 
preaching there, and the F6rks of Elkhorn Churoh was organized on .th e 
s econd Saturday in June 1?88 with him as pastor. He remained pastor 
o f this church from that time until his death on January 2.4, 1834 wi t ~ 
the exception of about two years, from September, 1807 to November 
1 809. . 

On a fast day in 180E (perhaps Thanksgiving) he prea~hed a ser­
mon fr om the text, Isaiah 88: 6 "Is not :'f;b.is the fast that I have 
ahosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy b~rdens, 
and to let the oppressed gd free, and that ye break every yoke?" He 
declared non-fellowship for all slaveholders. 

At that time abolition agitation had been carried from Virginia 
into Kentucky, and he had just a few years before made another trip 
back to Virgiania (1791). Emanaipation preachers and churches, and an 
emancipation assooiation u)ere f ound in Kentucky at that time. -

In September, 1807 acoording to the minutes of Forks of Elkhorn 
Churah "Bro . William Hickman came forward and informed the church that 
he was di s t re ~ee d on account of the practice of slavery, as being 
tole r>a -f;~;d bl, ~/.e member-CJ of the Baptist Society, therefore he dealared 
hi 1hR e tf no ~;10:0

, :-; i..·1 '1,.,: i--:);,-1, with us and Elkhorn Ass ooiation. Therefore 
the ahu ,~~ considers him no more a member in fellowship." 

Th at hop[Jned nine t een years after he became pdstor of the 
church and ala;os ·,'; t v o ye ars after his sermon be fore the ahurah in op­
posit i on t o sla~ ery. For the period of about a year and eleven 
months, John Shackleford served ~s pastor> of the church. "He saw 
those who had been converted under his ministry, alienated and un­
grate ful to him." 

In the earliest roll of membership of the ahurah the name of 
William Hiokman, Senior stands first. At this time, perhaps, some­
one wrote after his name "Withdrew," and the record was ne ver change J . 



Tl:ze reaorids . show that_on "Th? second Sunday in November, 1809, 
WitJiam . Hickman aame forwapd and offe'ried his membership .and after 

· . ~ some aonversation, he was restorif;d to memberiship and his formeri 
a tanding. " 

. ,.In .an address befo:t>e the Kentucky Baptist Historiaal Society, 
at _AfhlandJ Kentucky on Thursday~ June 24, . 1969 Dr. W.P. Harvey 
stated, uMr. Hi cl<.man . puts . himself on , record as a . aonsaien tious 
Chr~ati~n a~d agairist an eviZ . that h~ regarded as .aoZossaZ, and ~oon­
er o~ later destined to thr~citen the existence of th? Union. Seeing 
that the agitation was prematur>e, ·and at the time hopeless, without 

. apology or r~_t:riaation, for t .he sake of . peaae among the ohurt,hes and 
his own usefulness, .he 7-eft_ the . matter with God, who in his own time 
and way brought abo~t th~ ~~anoipai~6i of slave~y, thus vindicating 
the wisdom and foresight of his servant~ 11 He was half a century a-
head of his brethren_. in : soaial :raeform. . · 

The man so honored i~ the natiorial centenary in 1876 was in 1807 
to 1809 considered as . holding views dangerous to Baptists in Kentucky, 
the colony of a slave state prior to -1792, made a state ine 1792 and 
counted a· slave 0 state in l~~er years (1818-1860) ·when there was a 
contest in Congress over sZavery, a state where ev_ery effort of the 
emanaipation Baptists was opposed from about 1789 on, and a state · 
whi-ch went .into' the Southern Baptist Convention. in 184$ wh.en the oZd 
TrienniaZ Convention refused to send out as missionaries any who .held 
slaves. -

When CampbeZlism wa·s . introduced into the . aommunity of Fol'ks of 
Elkhorn . in 1830 . Wi l Ziam Hickman, though . eighty , years_ . of . age, stood 
firm ~ith the . majority of his. people in opposing that do~trine. 

He regained the aonfidenae and admiration of his people, When h0 
died the ahurah passed the following resolution: 

. ' 

Resolved, the .members 9f thitJ ahurah wear crepe on their 
left arm thi:rity days in memory· of our aged and . ~evered 
Brother Wi Z Ziam Hickman~ Sem.or, who departed this · l .ife . 
on Friday, the 24th of January, 1834, a~d that fifty doZlars 
of the monies to be raised .for, the benefit of our pas .tors 
be appropriated to fur>nish suitable tomb stone~ to aav~r 
his and the . remains of his two wives. · 

WiZliam Hiakman's pastorate (1788-1834) at Fo~ks of Elkhorn al­
most coincides with that of Dr. John R. Sampey at the same church a 
century Zater (18Bi-1926, thl'ee pastor>ates), Some of you students 
have been aharged with e$eraising an "a~ostolic succession" in ~igard 
to some ahura.h.es and succeeding pas t9rs from the same B tate. At 
Forks of ~lkhorn, . involving about fifty years (1875-1926) there was 
such an "aposto lie sucoe-ssion" of seminat:>y professors, Frank tin H. 
Kerfoot (1875-1880), later to beoome seminary professor), Dr. John 
A. Broadus (1877-1880), Dr. George W~ Riggan (1880-1885), Dr. John 
R. Sampey (1886-1891, 1904-1915i. 1920-1926~ totaling twenty-three 
and one-half years). 

Recently a history entltZeci FORKS OF ELKHORN CHURCH, · by Ermina 
Jett Darnell, has been pubtished. 

NOTE: This artiate .was published in the W.eetern Reoor>del', ApriZ 10, 
194 7. 


