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Grateful acknowledgement is made to Dr. Leo T. Crismon 

for his work in compiling the larger history of the first century 

of the Home from which this brief synopsis has been taken. 

HISTORY OF THE FIRST CENTURY 

(1869- ORGANIZATION) 

To Walnut Street Baptist Church must go the praise and glory for 
the origin of the idea and for the organization and promotion of the 
Louisville Baptist Orphans' Home. To George Lorimer, pastor of the 
church in this critical period of our nation's history (1862 -1868), must 
go the credit for seeing the need and putting the responsibility on the 
hearts of the right persons to carry the project through. And to Miss 
Mary A. Hollingsworth must go the credit for developing the idea into 
actuality and for serving as the first superintendent of the Home. 

The "Ladies Aid Society" of Walnut Street Church was the group 
to whom Dr. Lorimer appealed about the needs of children. In 1866, 
this group formed the "Orphans' Aid Society" and set out to turn their 
dreams of a home into a reality. For almost three years funds were 
collected which were to go to the building of the Home which was even 
then beginning to loom steadily upon the horizon. 

In March, 1869, theworkwas broadened to include other churches 
in Louisville. On June 21, 1869, the ladies of the different Baptist 
Churches in the city met to formulate plans for definite work. The 
name chosen for the organization was "The Society of the Baptist Home 
for Helpless Children". This Society had also hoped to start a day nur
sery but the other part of the work grew too fast to admit the additional 
effort. 

Art. 8 of the Constitution reads: "This Society shall hold itself 
ready to transfer its work entirely into the hands of the Baptist brethren 
of this city whenever these shall have organized for the establishment 
of a permanent Home." 

The Ladies ' Board of this Society was a strong representative body, 
and they lost no time in arranging to go on with the work. On the mem
orable day of June 30, 1869, "The Home for Helpless Children" was 
opened at 828 West Walnut Street, Louisville. The three little child
ren who were the first occupants of this Home were installed amid joy 
and thanksgiving. Mrs. M.J. Brown volunteered as a work of love, to 
care for the children till the proper person could take permanent 
charge. 

On July 6, 1869, God sent the woman He had chosen for the work. 
The Society had centered upon her, and Dr. Lorimer had singled her 
out, but through it all there was the divine leading. She was in truth, a 
worker of God's own choosing, and many have arisen to bless the mis
sion and name of Mary Hollingsworth. 

A charter for the Home was received on January 29, 1870. Mrs. 
J. Lawrence Smith made extensive gifts to the Louisville Baptist Or
pharr's Home. Early in 1870 a lot 200 feet square at First and St. 
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Dr . George Lon mer 

Catherine Streets was given by Mrs. Smith to be the permanent building 
site of the Home. Ground breaking exercises for the first building were 
heldatthesiteonMarch21, 1870. Construction seems to have started 
immediately and good progress was made so that the first wing of the 
Home was completed by December 19, 1870 and dedicated. 

The first issue of The Orphans' Friend was published on January 1, 
1872, with Miss Mary Hollingsworth and Miss E. J. Robertson as "Edit
resses". Two purposes of the paper were to furnish information to 
persons interested in the Home and to enlist support for the Home from 
outoverthestate . Asof]anuary1, 1872, there were 48 children being 
cared for in the Home. 

STATE· WIDE EMPHASIS 
In1873theworkofthehome was broadened by the thorough canvas 

of Professor J. W. Rust among the Baptists of the State. The aims of the 
Home were explained, and committees appointed to look after the work 
in the churches. Great interest was awakened, and with the help that 
began to come in from all quarters, a greater number of children 
came too, to share in the advantages of the Home. 
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It was noted that in March of 1869 the work was broadened to include 
tber churches than Walnut Street in Louisville. Now the interest be-

0 
a!lle state wide. Dr. J. W. Rust was an owner of the Western Recorder 

~or a few years prior to 18 71. In 18 71 he became financial agent for the 

tJo!lle. 
In 1874 it was apparent that before long there would be need to put 

up the central wing ofthe building . On March 4 ofthe same year Charlie 
crewdson, of Auburn , gave a dollar to start the building fund. Miss 
tJollingsworth made a strong appeal to the Baptists of Kentucky, and in 
!875, sent flower seeds to all the children in the state who would work 
tor the new building. 

It was a long time before the hope of having the new building be
carne a reality. There was a constantly increasing number of orphans, 
and the managers saw that all money not given for the endowment fund 
rnust be invested so as to bring in a steady income. But on February 
28, 1891, Capt. Wm. F. Norton, who felt that the building must go up, 
brought matters to an issue. He had investigated the probable cost, 
and gave $5, 000 for himself and his mother, on condition that the ad
ditional necessary $22, 000 was raised. This was throwing down the 
gauntlet to the Baptists of Kentucky - and they responded as a man. 
Conditions were so satisfactory that the corner stone of the new building 
was laid October 13, 1891 . 

Capt. Wm . F. Norton 
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Pictures of the Home in The Orphans' Friend up through December 
15, 1892 show only one "wing", three stories, at a street intersection 
(St. Catherine Street) to the left, or on the south. The building faced 
First Street, on the west side. As of January 15, 1893 the pictures show 
an additional, larger central wing, to the north, with passage ways for 
all three floors. A "north wing" was never added. 

The new building contained twenty -seven large rooms, with dining 
room and chapel, each 45 by 25 feet in size. The rooms were named 
for different individuals, societies and churches that had paid for the 
furnishing, and, in many cases, for future care. 

Twenty-five children who once lived under the friendly roof of the 
Louisville Baptist Orphans Home, but who were happily situated in 
homes of their own or of their adopted parents, came to the anniversary 
services held in 1894 for the 25th milestone in the operation of the Home. 

Mrs. Arthur Peter was the first President of the Ladies Board, an 
office she held until her death in 1902. She was an inspiring leader and 
the members of the Board had paid her the unusual honor of electing her 
"Perpetual President'~ 

She was succeeded in 1902 by the Vice President, Mrs. T. B. 
Duncan, a woman of wise counsel and rare loveliness of character. She 
took up the work with ease and ability. 

MISS MARY RESIGNS 

Miss Mary Hollingsworth 

In March, 1905, Miss Hollingsworth gave up her great work at the 
Home for causes which everyone learned with sorrow. The following 
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et rract is from Dr. J. B. Marvin's article published at the time in The 
orPhans' Friend, Argus and Western Recorder: "Our dearly beloved 
$uie""rintendent, Miss Mary A. Hollingsworth, owing to the infirmities 
of age, and a cataract in her eye necessitating two operations (and she 
will have to return to the infirmary for a third operation) has been forced 
corelinquishallactive work at the Home. The Board of Managers has 
granted Miss Hollingsworth an indefinite leave of absence on full salary. 
We sincerely hope that by rest and change, her health may be restored 
and her life prolonged. We cheerfully bear witness to the great and 
noble work she accomplished for the orphans in the State during the 
pastthirty-sixyears. Miss Mary E. Abercrombie, the Secretary and 
,Assistant Superintendent, has been appointed acting Superintendent by 
the Board, and the general management of the Home will devolve upon 
her'~ 

Miss Abercrombie - "Miss Abbie", as the children lovingly call 
her - had thought of work in the missionary field, but she was called 
wto the Home to help Miss Hollingsworth. Happy call - for it was God's 
call, too. It gave the Baptists a capable, earnest worker, whose wise, 
intelligent management has done a great deal for the Home. 

In January, 1911, Miss Mary Hollingsworth died at the home of a 
niece at Howell, Indiana. The funeral took place at the Home and she 
was buried in the home plot in Cave Hill Cemetery. 

LaterthatyearinOctober, 1911, after an active service of nearly 
seven years, Miss Abercrombie resigned the charge of the Home. The 
question of receiving a new superintendent was considered at some 
length by the Boards, and they, by unanimous action selected Miss 
Mattie Priest of Henderson, Kentucky. She accepted the responsibility 

Miss Mattie Priest 
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and too,k charge of the Home on February 1, 1912. Her sister, Miss 
Nannie Priest was named as the assistant superintendent. 

FIELD AGENTS JOIN THE STAFF 
For some years the Home had field agents who worked in the state 

visiting the children who had been put out into homes. In 1907, Rev. 
L. S. Sanders began his work in this capacity and continued until 1912. 
Hewasjoinedin1910byRev. Samuel Humphreys. Mr. William Moses 
began his work as field agent in February, 1916 succeeding Rev. 
Humphreys who had resigned earlier. Mr. Moses continued for a year 

until his death. 
Dr. 0. M. Huey came into this field agent position in February, 

1918. Dr. Huey had earlier been pastor of Cresent Hill Baptist Church 
of Louisville for a period of five years. 

Miss Mattie Priest continued as superintendent until her death in 

August, 1919. 
Dr. Huey was promoted to superintendent in November, 1919 .. ln 

1919 the General Associations of Baptists in Kentucky was urged to m
elude the Home in the state budget and to recognize and give authority 
to trustees elected by the churches to operate the Home. 

Miss Grace Bartlett became Assistant Superintendent in June, 1929. 
On Sunday, January 24, 1937, the children (117 of them) had to be 

vacated from the Home by Greyhound busses toN orton Hall at the Sem1-
nary because of the flooding of the Ohio River. On Tuesday, January 
26, they were taken by private automobiles to Columbia, _K~ntucky, 
where provisions were made for them in the High School bmldmg untll 

Dr . O.M. Huey 
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Friday, February 5, when they once again moved, this time to the First 
Baptist Church. They stayed there for six days and then returned to the 
Home in Louisville on Thursday, February 11. 

Dr. Huey continued as superintendent up through 1938, when he was 
retired by the Board of Trustees at the age of seventy-six years. In 
1944 the same Board made him Superintendent Emeritus. Dr. Huey 
died October 26, 1950. 

BUILDING NEEDS BECOME CRITICAL 
As early as 1940 attention was called to an urgent need for money 

for "repairing the buildings". In 1941 the report read "A considerable 
part of the deficit was caused by the necessity of havir,g to do some 
r epair work on the buildings. The present building needed to be replaced 
by a new and more adequate building. In 1942 this statement appeared, 
"The present quarters are becoming old and antequated. That a new 
building will be necessary before long was re-emphasized in a recent 
written report made by an investigation committee from the State Board 
ofHealth". In 1944 it was announced that a new Home was planned for 
post -war period. The location of this proposed Home was not yet known . 

Dr . A.M. Vollmer 
Dr. A.M. Vollmer was named Superintendent ofthe Home sometime 

after the retirement of Dr. Huey. Miss Grace Bartlett who had continued 
as assistant and Mr. L. B. Snider who became field agent in 1938 were 
largely responsible for the operation in that interim. 

In June, 1944, Miss Bartlett resigned and Mrs. Virginia R. Fields 
wasnamedassistant. MissVirginiaGregorycameinto the program as 
social case worker at about this same time. 
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In 1943, the Board_of Managers had invited the Child Welfare League 
of America to make a survey of the Home. The League recommended 
as follows. "If the present building and equipment cannot be adopted 
to a different program then the Board should consider ways and mean 
for providing adequate substitute environment for those children Wh 

8 

were removed from their h~mes to t~e institution. I twas recommende~ 
that the Board should consider movmg to a different location. Als . 

. b .d d . I . h 0 lt might e cons I ere m re anon tot e possibility of combining the w k 
of th~ two ~aptist ~stitutions in order that each agency could serve ~e 
Baptist children m need and yet not duplicate the work of the other': 

As a result of the study by the Child Welfare League th B d . . , e oar of 
Trustees ~oted to disc_ontmu~ operations at the location at First and 
St. Catherme Streets m Lomsville and to purchase . . . property on the 
out -skirts of Lomsville to build a new cottage -type institutio I 1945 
160 acre building site was purchased at Buechel Kentuck n · h~ h ' . . • Y w IC was 
nme miles from downtown Louisville. This would enable the institution 
to hav~ plenty of space o~ which to build and allow plenty of room for 
the children to have outside activities, yet at the same time would be 
c~ose enough to have all the advantages of services of the city of L · _ 
VIlle. OUIS 

Mrs. Virginia R. Fields 
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In June, 1946, Dr. A.M. Vollmer resigned as Superintendent to be
come Executive Secretary of the new Kentucky Baptist Foundation. 
ty1rs. Virginia R. Fields, Assistant Superintendent, became acting 
bead of the Home upon his resignation. 

In June, 1947, Rev. Sam Ed Bradley assumed his duties as Field 
Superintendent of the Louisville Baptist Orphans' Home. In December 
of the same year the Louisville Home changed its charter. 

Rev . Sam Ed Bradley 

In December, 1947, the institution formerly known as Louisville 
Baptist Orphans' Home came under the complete control of the General 
Association. Under the new agreement the charter was written offi
cially and legally to change the name of the institution to Spring Mea 
dows. The trustees hereafter were to be elected by the General As so
ciation, one from each of the main regions into which the territory of 
the State was divided, and seven laymen from the Louisville area. 

Before construction was begun at Buechel, another site became 
available at Middletown, Kentucky. The Board of Trustees decided that 
the Middletown location had more to offer for the future expansion of 
the program. 

When the decision was made to give up the buildings at First and 
St. Catherine and to move to the site near Middletown, it gave oppor -
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tunity to put into effect a method of child care which was not entirely 
new. Theywerenotyetina position to adopt the cottage plan, but they 

hoped that in the near future to be able to do this, because It seemed to 
be the ideal plan. In the Western Recorder for September 6, 1945, there 
appeared a picture and a floor plan of a cottage with this heading: "One 
of the Proposed Cottages for the New Louisville Home." Below this, 
the following appears: "The above is the architect's drawing of one of 
the proposed new cottages. It is hoped that funds available will enable 
us to build some six or eight of these cottages. Each cottage will have 
15 to 20 children. Experts in children's institutions have endorsed the 
cottage plan as the best in meeting the needs of children." 

In June, 1948, seventy-six acres ofland were purchased on Shelby
ville Road, near Middletown, and the name Spring Meadows was given 
to 'the property . Later fourteen acres were added, making a total of 
ninety acres. The Buechel property was later sold. 

New construction at Spring Meadows 

Ground breaking services were held on September 26, 1948, and 
construction began about November 1 . Plans were made for completing 
seven cottages, the administration building with central kitchen and 
dining hall, and the superintendent's residence. The cost of the prop
erty and construction was to be $800, 000.00. 

On January 21, 1950 construction had been completed, and the child
ren and staff were moved from First and St. Catherine to the new lo
cation of Spring Meadows at Middletown, Kentucky. 

As a result of the 1943 studies by the Child Welfare League, the 
General Association had in 1945 appointed the Children's Commission 
for the purpose of studying the feasibility of co-ordinating the work of 
Kentucky Baptist Children's Home at Glendale and the Louisville Home. 
After it became clear to the leaders that the two programs could not 
be physically combined into one, the Boards of Trustees were merged 
into a single group known as the Kentucky Baptist Board of Child Care. 
In 1954, this Board assumed responsibility for the entire program . 
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. l location two cottages had been Withinteny~a~satthe Midd e:::ork cont~ued to grow. In 1957, 
added to the ongmal seven and h t ff to begin a program of social 

d A T in was added tot e s a 
Mr. Clau . . urp d f Ch"ld Care established an over-. I 1959 the Boar o I 
work services· n ' . . d R Bradley was elevated to . · f d · IStratwn an ev · 
all centralization o a mm S . t dent The centralized of-

d 1 f General upenn en · 
the newly create ro e o ed from Spring Meadows 

. f ctions were mov 
fice including the busmess un R B dley continued in that role 

· M"ddletown ev. ra 
to rented quarters m_ I 6S I September of that same year he 
until his retirement m early 19 . ~ C Ford Deusner, Glen Dale 
died in his native state of Arkansas d de~.' . s General Superintendent . 
Superintendent since 194 7, succee e Im a 

Rev . J.D. Herndon 

Owensboro pastor and a member of 
Rev. J. D. Herndon,. th~e:ndows Superintendent in 1959 succeed-

the Board, was named Spnng. . h d inistrati ve changes noted 
dl · onnection With t e a m 

ing Rev. Bra ey m c h . the line of Superintendents span-
above . He thus became the seven£ t mh"ldren He continues in that role 

f Ch istian care or c I · 
ning a century o r . second century of service. 
and will lead the Home mto our 
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Scenes from the past 
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PRESIDENTS OF 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Dr. J. Lawrence Smith 
Dr. Wm. B. Caldwell 
Dr. J. B. Marvin 
Mr. Frank Miller 
Mr. Junius Caldwell 
Mr. F. H. Goodridge 
Mr. John S. Long 
M~. V. V. Cooke, Sr. 
Mr. Joseph P. Stopher 
Mr. W. Ray Moss 
Mr. Tom Barbee 
Mr. Joseph P. Sanford 
Mr. John M. Peterson 
Dr. Kenneth P. Crawford 

1869-1883 
1884-1892 
1893-1913 
1914-1925 
1926-1929 
1930-1934 
1935-1942 
1943-1956 
1957-1960 
1961-1964 

1965 
1966 
1967 

1968-

KENTUCKY BAPTIST 
BOARD OF CHILD CARE 

Dr. Kenneth P. Crawford, President 
Mr. Tom Grissom, Jr. , Vice -president 
Mr. Joe D. Cross, Secretary 
Mr. Charles Westray, Treasurer 

Dr. John Claypool 
Rev. Kenneth Cole 
Mrs. Dan Corman 
Miss Anne Davis 

Mr. Ronald R. Dunn 
Mrs. James Keightley 
Rev. Ira McMillen 
Mr. William Mulloy 

Rev. Archie Allison 
Mr. Charles Brooking 
Rev. J.V. Case, Jr. 
Rev. Charles Chandler 

Mr. John Peterson 
Rev. Harold Pike 
Rev. Frank Rhodus 
Mr. Paul Robinson 

WOMAN'S ADVISORY BOARD 
Mrs. Ben McGehee, President Qan. 1, 1969-April 7, 1969) 
Mrs. Encil Deen, President (April 8, 1969 - ) 
Mrs. Davis Williams, Secretary-Treasurer 

Mrs. Thomas B. Duncan 
Mrs. Charles Gholson 
Mrs. R. T. Guthrie 

Mrs. Pete Herb 
Mrs. Malcolm Hubbard, Sr. 
Miss Nina Jett 

Mrs. J. Bill Jones 
Mrs. James Keightley 
Mrs. Truett Miller 

Mrs. Fred Prather 
Mrs. Harold Tallent 
Mrs. Elmo Trunnell 



CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

Mr. Joseph P. Sanford 
(deceased) 

Mrs. James Keightley Rev. Ira McMillen 

Rev. Larry Maddox 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

Program .................... Dr. John R. Claypool 
Promotion .................. Mr. Joe Cross 
Pastor's . . . . ................ Rev. E. Kevil Judy 
Women's ................. . . Mrs. J . Bill Jones 
Associational ............... Rev. J. V. Case 
Development ................ Mr. Tom Grissom, Jr. 
History ..................... Dr. Leo Crismon 
Budget ...................... Mr. John Peterson 

Prepared for the Centennial Commission by the 
Development Office of the 

Kentucky Baptist Board of Child Care 
305 Evergreen Road 

Middletown, Kentucky 40243 
Area Code 502/245-0261 


