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The earliest use to which the invention of inscribed 
or written signs was put was probably to record im
portant religious arid political transactions. These 
records would naturally be preserved in sacred 
places, and accordingly the earliest libraries of the 
world were probably temples, and the earliest 
librarians priests. 1 

The Apostle Paul, in prison in Rome, writing to Timothy 
(2 Tim. 4:13), asked for a material thing, his cloak, to keep 
him warm in the cold dungeon. Other things for which he 
made request cannot be so clearly classed with the material; 
he asked for "the books" (ta biblia) and "the parchments" 
(tas membranas). The cloak was material, but he, though 
spiritual, needed it; the books were not worldly (material) 
only, they were spiritual. It is difficult to determine what 
he meant by "the books", but it can fairly certainly be de
termined that "the parchments" meant the Old Testament, 
or portions of it, or even early parts of the New Testament. 

Jerome, translator of the Latin Vulgate, was forced to 
leave Rome when a young woman who followed his ascetic 
practices died, perhaps from "prolonged fastings and pen
ances." He went to the east and settled near Bethlehem 
(386 A.D.), and built a monastery, a convent, a church and 
a hospice, "and settled down for the remainder of his life 
in a hermit's cell." In a letter written later, he said, 

Many years ago for the sake of the kingdom of 
heaven I cut myself off from home, parents, sister, 
relations, and, what was harder, from the dainty 
food to which I had been used. But even when I was 
on my way to Jerusalem to fight the good fight 
there, I could not bring myself to forgo the library 
(bybliotheca) which with great care and labour I 
had got together at Rome. 2 

If I could-stop there with Jerome, I would have a better 
point, but I must state that Jerome later condemned him-

1. Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed., vol. 26, p. 545. 
2. Select Letters of St. Jerome, Loeb Classical Library, pp. 125-129. 



elf for reading more widely than from the sacred scriptures. 
'he Apostle Paul evidently thought differently about the 
natter in that he wanted not only "the parchments" (sacred 
vTitings), but "the books" (a more general designation). 
>aul's writings show that he was widely read, not only in 
acred writings, but also in the "general literature" of his 
ime. 

In the ancient world (Second and First Century B.C.) 
here were two great libraries, one at Pergamum, the other 
t Alexandria,3 competing for size and importance. Papyrus 
\7as the cheaper, more popular writing material of the time. 
Uexandria, in order to gain an advantage, placed an em
►argo on the export of papyrus from Egypt. Pergamum re
aliated by developing and making more readily available 
he skins of animals which to that time had been very ex
►ensive to use. In 41 B.C., the Pergamum library contained 
,00,000 rolls. 4 When the Romans :under Anthony conquered 
~sia Minor, Anthony took the Pergamum library and gave 
t to Cleopatra, of Egypt, 5 so that it went to increase the size 
,f the Alexandrian library, which had been founded between 
00 and 280 B.C.6 It is s:aid that under the Ptolemies the 
ibrary grew to 700,000 rolls. 7 It was for this collection that 
he Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures (Septuagint) 
\7as made according to the story told by Josephus.a There is 
1 reconstruction of the appearance of the interior of this 
ibrary in the Encyclopedia Americana. 9 A part of it was 
lestroyed at the time of Julius Caesar, 48-47 B.C.10 Edward 
iibbon states that the Christians destroyed the remaining 
► art in the 4th century, 391 A.D.11 Others attribute its de
truction to the Saracens, 646 A.D.12 If we had that library 
oday, we should have many classic texts not now available, 
.nd it would contribute greatly . to our knowledge of the 
mcient world. 

3. Parsons, E. A., The Alexandrian Library, pp. 22-27. 
4. Ibid., p. 29. · · 
5. Ibid., pp. 29-31. 
6. Ibid., p. 89. 
7. Ibid., p. 171. 
8. Ibid., p. 176. .. 
9. Encyclopedia Americana, vol. 17, facing page 322, 1958 edition. 
10. Parsons, Op. Cit., pp. 284-286: · · · 
11. Ibid., p. 357, 374. . 
12. Ibid., p. 410. 
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Shakespeare calls all the world a stage.13 John speaks 
of the possibility of all the world a library, and says that 
if there were a library that large it would not contain the 
written records of all Jesus did. There is question whether 
he meant that the world in a moral sense could not contain 
the books that should be written, or that all the libraries in 
the world could not contain them, or that the wor Id itself 
could not contain them. 14 Henry Ward Beecher, in regard 
to loss of ancient records, has written, "When John says, 
'And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the 
which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that 
even the world itself could not contain the books that should 
be written,' it affects me more profoundly than when I think 
of the destruction of the Alexandrian Library, or the perish
ing of Grecian art in Athens or Byzantium."1 5 

The first imperial library "in which Christi•an literature 
was probably admitted," was one established at Constanti
nople by Constantine. At the death of Constantine (337 A.D.) 
the number of books which had been brought together was 
only 6,900, but it grew under the patronage of the successors 
of Constantine, and at the death of Theodosius ( 450 A.D.) the 
library is said to have contained 100,000 volumes. About 
250 A.D. a church library was established at Jerusalem "and 
it became the rule to attach to every church a collection 
necessary, for the inculation of Christian doctrine." 16 . "Dur
ing the 6th and 7th centuries the learning which had been 
driven from the Continent took refuge in the British Islands. 
. . . In the Irish monasteries during this period there appears 
to have been many books and the Venerable Bede was 
superior to any scholar of his age."17 

In America, we find that the first libraries in the 
colonies, apart from private libraries, were college libraries 
and that they were largely made up of religious materials 
since the colleges were established primarily to train 
ministers. 

Harvard College was founded (1638) in order not "to 
leave an illiterate ministry to the churches, when our present 

13. As You Like It, Shakespeare, II, 7. 
14. Matthew Henry, Commentary, John 21:25. 
15. The Biblical Illustrator, John, Vol. 3, p. 521. 
16. Encyclopaedia Britannica, vol. 16, p. 548. 
17. Ibid., p. 548. 
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ministers shall lie in the dust." Rhode Island College (later 
Brown University) was founded in 1764 by the Baptists in 
order "to secure for their churches an educated ministry, 
without the restrictions of denominational influences and 
sectarian tests." 18 

Harvard, Yale, and Brown were named for donors to 
their libraries. 

Significantly enough, American higher educa
tion began with 'a library. Two years after the grant 
of 400 pounds from the Massachusetts General Court 
establishing 'the first college in America, "The Rev. 
John Harvard, of Charleston, gave by his will the 
sum of 799.17.2 pounds in money and more than 
three hundred volumes of books." As far as we 
know, these three hundred books, variously esti
mated from 270 to "over 300" volumes became the 
first higher educational property in America and 
"Rendered possible the immediate organization of 
the College on the footing of the ancient institutions 
of Europe ... ," for which "out of gratitude to 
Harvard the General Court voted that the new 
institution should bear his name." 19 

Yale College was named for Elihu Yale of the East 
India Co., who bec,ame "interested in the College to the 
extent of giving forty volumes and lending his name to 
the institution". Earlier (1699) ten ministers had met and 
brought a number of books, and laying them on a table, 
each had said, "I give these books for the founding of a 
College in this colony." The collection consisted of about 
40 volumes. 20 · 

Rhode Island College, in. which such noted men as 
Morgan Edwards in America and John Gill of England were 
interested, was founded in 1764. The name was changed 
to Brown University in 1804 primarily because of contribu
tions of John Brown, Tr~asurer of the College, his younger 
brother, Moses Brown, and in later years, Nicolas Brown, 
to the library of the School. "These early benefactions began 
a long line of family donations which amply justified the 
renaming of the College in Rhode Island." 21 · 

18. Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists, vol. 2, p. 1408. 
19. Shores, Louis, Origins of the American College Library, p. 11. 
20. Ibid., pp. 20-23.. .f -

21. Ibid., pp. 40-44. 
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Library work is not all dry and dusty or uninteresting. 
One visitor to the library referred to his research in another 
library as having "brushed the dust from the pages of 
antiquity." I located some material in our library for a 
man, Allen Allmond, and his gracious response was, "Li
braries are a blessing" (June 11, 1958). 

Columbia University in New York City was founded 
as Kings College in 1754, and the library was begun the same 
year. The school and library were located in the vicinity 
of Trinity Church at Wall Street. When the Revolutionary 
War came the library was deposited in the City Hall. When 
the British took the city in September, 1776, soldiers broke 
into the City Hall and plundered it of the Columbia College 
Library. Because of a proclamation of a British officer some 
of the books were restored. 22 

No one knows just how many volumes were restored 
,at that time, but thirty years later several hundred 
volumes were discovered in a room in St. Paul's 
chapel. Many stories were fabricated about mysteri
ous doorways which had protected the books all 
these years. Said the Morning Chronicle, Decem
ber 13, 1802: 

Communication. A report prevailed a day or two 
past of a splendid library having been found in a 
part of the chancel of St. Paul's church by the 
workmen employed in preparing a place for the 
organ. It was supposed to have originally be
longed to Columbia College, and to have been 
locked up and forgotten ever since the revolution. 
On investigating the matter, however, it was 
found to be a hoax, invented by some wag to quizz 
the natives a few. The report had gained so much 
by travelling that it was said a librarian was dis
covered with the library, who, on coming out into 
the city, was quite surprised with the changes 
that had taken place. 

In spite of the witticism it was proved that Colum
bia's books were found among the 2,000 volumes 
resurrected in St. Paul's. How they got there no 
one knew, but it was generally believed that they 
were placed there for safety during the war and 
forgotten after. 23 

22. Ibid., pp. 32-36. 
23. Ibid., pp. 33-35. 
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The first census of the United States was that of 1790 
and the returns were made to Philadelphia or to Washington 
and deposited in the Library of Congress. Later most of 
these were published in volumes entitled Heads of Families, 
1790, for the various states. I have often needed to make 
use of the Kentucky volume of that census, but it is not in 
the series, because the Kentucky materials were "destroyed 
when the British burned ·the Capitol at Washington during 
the war of 1812."24 On August 24, 1814, Washington was 
captured by the British and the Capitol was consumed by 
fire with the books of the Library of Congress being used 
as kindling. 

Indignation at destruction so wanton and so uncivil
ized was widespread . . . the British soldiers were 
compared favorably with the Mohammedans who 
had destroyed t'he Alexandrian library. They were 
vandals, barbarians, goths and all other names which 
always are applied to the enemies of culture. 25 

However, the Americans had forgotten the conduct of 
the American troops at York (the present Toronto), 1813. 
I visited Toronto in June of 1959 and saw the restored Old 
Fort York which was first founded in 1793. On April 27, 
1813, the American troops, under the command of General 
Zebulon M. Pike (for whom Pike's Peak in Colorado is 
named) made an attack_ on Fort York. General Pike was 
killed but his soldiers were victorious and during the follow
ing night they proceeded to raid the town. They set fire 
to the Parliament building and destroyed part of a library. 

They also carried off "The Upper Canada Mace", the 
symbol of authority. This remained in the U. S., at Wash
ington, until President Franklin D. Roosevelt restored it 
during the Toronto Centenary in 1934. 

In 1849, James P. Boyce was considering whether to 
attend the Baptist Theological School at Hamilton, New 
York,· (Colgate) or Princeton. "He inquired particularly 
about the extent and value of the library at Hamilton, in 
which respect Princeton then doubtless greatly excelled. 
rew patrons of higher education appreciate the value of a 

24. Heads of Families at the First Census of the United States in 
the Year 1790, Virginia volume, p. 3. ; "' ,· · · · 

25. Mearns, Davis, The Story Up to Now, p. 15. 
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great library in attracting the most aspirmg students and 
in promoting breadth of culture." 26 Dr. Boyce chose Prince
ton and was a student at Princeton from 1849 to 1851. 

In a chapel address on February 5, 1957, I pointed out 
that no less a person than Bishop Hugh Latimer, of Eng
land, "was keeper of the small but growing collection of 
books in the (Cambridge) University library," between 1506 
and 1529.27 The Presidents of some schools have been the 
librarians of the schools. At Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Dr. Boyce assumed personal responsibility for 
directing the building up of the library. After his death in 
1888, 5,000 volumes from the theological section of his 
library were combined with the Seminary library. In pur
chasing books for the Seminary and for himself, Dr. Boyce 
had kept this ultimate intention in mind, so that the two 
collections were in a remarkable degree complementary. 
Dr. John R. Sampey, who later became President, states in 
his Memoirs 28 that in May, 1890, he was "appointed to re
arrange and recatalogue the Library" of the Seminary. He 
was made librarian in 1891. 

THE LIBRARY OF SOUTHERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 

1. Greenville, S. C., 1859 - 1877 

The building occupied by the Seminary in 1859 was 
the abandoned house of worship of the First Baptist Church 
in Greenville, S. C. This building was erected in 1826 and 
had been abandoned by the congregation in 1857 when the 
present auditorium was erected. The picture published in 
the history of the church in 1957 was of a drawing. No one 
there knew of a photograph which had been preserved in 
this library. The early building measured about 28' x 40'. 
So this became the first home of the Seminary Library. 
Broadus states 29 that the building was "divided by partitions 
into two lecture-rooms and a library." The library collection 
began with about 2,000 volumes from the library of the 
Furman Theological Institution. The worth of· the collec-

26. Broadus, Memoirs of Boyce, p. 65. . 
27. Chester, Allan G., Hugh Latimer, Apostle to England, p. 7. 
28. Sampey, Memoirs, pp. 56-57. · · 
29. Broadus, Op. Cit., p. 167. 
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tion was estimated at $2,000.30 Reference was made to an 
expenditure "for the purchase of books (not exceeding five 
b.undred dollars annually)." 31 The ·collection expanded to 
7,000 volumes at the end of the 1876-77 session, when removal 
was made to Louisville, through purchase and through the 
donations from Columbian College· (200 vols., 1860-61), from 
Professor W. E. Bailey (1,300 vols., 1868-69), from Dr. Basil 
Manly, Sr. (1868). The enrolment of the Seminary in Green
ville ranged from 7 to 68, so seating in the library would not 
b.ave been necessary at any time for more than ten to a 
:iozen students. 

2. Louisville, Ky., Fourth Street 

The second home of the Seminary Library was in the 
Public Library Hall or Polytechnic Building on Fourth 
Street in Louisville, where the Kaufman-Straus Building 
riow stands. Broadus states 32 that Boyce "rented lecture
rooms and a library room on the third and fourth stories." 
A.. letter dated February 14, 1944, from John W. Loving, of 
~dgewood, Texas, states that he, "with hired help, had the 
b.onor and labor, of transferring the library from the third 
floor of the old Polytechnic Building . . . to the fourth floor 
)f the New York Hall." A manuscript catalog of the books 
in the library during the session 1879-80 still exists, with 
lesignations as to the case and shelf for each title. Here the 
Seminary Library, with about 7,000 volumes in 1877, was.in 
;he same building with the Public Library of Louisville or 
Polytechnic Society, with about 30,000 volumes, and in 1888 
;he Seminary Library had about 15,000 volumes and the 
Polytechnic Society about 40,000 volumes. This latter so
:iety was the predecessor of the Louisville Free Public 
l.ibrary. Some books with the Polytechnic Society stamp on 
;hem are now in our collection, however, stamped "dis
:arded" by Louisville Free Public Library. 

I picked up one indication that there were some books 
mrchased for the library in this period. In June, 1884, Boyce 
;vrote Broadus, ". . . . I intended to warn you lest you 

30. Quarterly Review, 1953, p. 11, 29. 
31. Broadus, Op. Cit., p. 257. 
32. Ibid., p. 147. 
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should purchase any books for the library this summer. I 
am anxious to cut down Seminary expenses .... "33 

During the session 1886-87, it was announced that a 
special effort was in progress, started by the widow of a 
deceased and honored missionary, to build up a missions 
collection in the library. Later, for four consecutive ses
sions, 1899-1900 to 1902-1903, the Sunday School Board, 
Southern Baptist Convention, through Dr. J. M. Frost, gave 
one hundred dollars' worth of books each year to go into 
this collection. 

There is no way to determine the . size of the room 
occupied by the Seminary Library. A description of the 
Polytechnic Building appears in Libraries and Lotteries. 34 

Since the enrolment of the Seminary was 89 in 1877 and 157 
in 1888, seating for 20 to 25 would have been considered ade
quate. A room 35 or 40 feet square would have been neces
sary to contain the books and provide reading ·and· work 
area. 

3. Louisville, Fifth and Broadway 

At this location the Seminary Library was at first housed 
in New York Hall, on the fourth floor, according to the letter 
from John W. Loving (Feb. 14, 1944). He adds, "There was 
no elevator, so it all had to be done by main strength and 
awkwardness, and the latter was not too little". Plans of 
the first floor of New York Hall in the 1886-87 catalog 35 

show a library space totaling 2,540 square feet with about 
800 square feet as reading area and about 1,000 square feet 
for stacks. There were 125. students at this session so ·a read
ing area to accommodate 25 students was satisfactory. The 
catalog for 1887-8836 states, "The wing at the north end 
extends 60 feet and gives four recitation rooms with a 
gymnasium or hall for exercise, and a large room for the 
library .... The first story of the ce_ntral part is devoted 
to the Reading Rooms and offices." It was while the library 
was located in New York Hall that the theological section 

33. Ibid., p. 279. . 
34. Libraries and Lotteries, pp. 32-33. The History of the Louis-

ville Free Public Library. . .. 
35. Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Catalog, 1886-87, 

Frontispiece. . 
36. Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Catalog, 1887-88, p. 27. 
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(5,000 vols.) of Dr. Boyce's library was added to the Semi
nary Library. 

In the 1830's and 1840's there grew up in Louisville a 
young woman by the name of Sarah Julia Guthrie. She 
was one of three daughters of James Guthrie (1782-1869), 
Secretary of the Treasury under President Franklin Pierce, 
President of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad, and 
United States Senator from Kentucky. Sarah Julia Guthrie 
became a Christian and was baptized into the fellowship of 
Walnut Street Baptist Church, June 7, 1851. On June 24, 
1852, she married J. Lawrence Smith, a teacher in the School 
Df Medicine at the University of Louisville. This couple 
never had any children. The two other Guthrie daughters 
Jecame Mrs. John Caperton and Mrs. Wm. B. Caldwell. Sarah 
Julia Caperton (May 1, 1861 - June 2, 1878, named for her 
mnt); and Mary Elizabeth Caperton (April 12, 1859 -Octo
::ier 14, 1888) were born to her sister Mrs. John (Mary E.) 
'.;aperton (Jan. 6, 1823 - April 23, 1901). William Beverly 
'.;-aldwell, Jr. (Aug .. 10, 1851 - Sept. 30, 1880) ,and Lawrence 
Smith Caldwell (Aug. 18, 1857-Jan. 19, 1880), were born 
;o Mrs. William B. (Ann Augusta) Caldwell (Jan. 14, 1825-r an. 8, 1872) . Of these children two lived to be 29 years old, 
me 22, another 17. Only one of them ever married. 37 When 
;he last one of these four nephews and nieces died, in 1888, 
1/Irs. J. Lawrence Smith announced to John A. Broadus 
(Oct., 1888) 38 that she planned to give $50,000.00 to the Semi-
1ary for the erection of a library building as a memorial 
o them. 

On October 17, 1888, Broadus wrote Boyce, who was then 
n Europe, "The same day came quite a remarkable appoint
nent of Providence. I called in the afternoon on Mrs. J. 
.,awrence Smith. . . . She said that by a coincidence she 
Lerself was just figuring when I came in to see what prop
irty was available to sell for fifty thousand dollars, which 
he proposed to give the Seminary for a Library building, 

37. James Guthrie-"Mr. Louisville," see p. 129 of Louisville 'anorama, a Visual History of Louisville, published by Liberty rational Bank and Trust Co., 1954. 976.9441, R441. History of KeniJ,Cky: The Bluegrass State, vol. 4, p. 385. Records, at Cave Hill '.emetery: Sec. B, Lo~ 1. 
38. Sampey, Op. Cit., p. 59. 
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as a memorial of her two nieces, and of William and Law
rence Caldwell."39 

Much has been said about the $50,000.00 gift of Governor 
Joseph Emerson Brown, of Georgia, in 1880 because it came 
at such a critical period in the life of the Seminary. In an 
article in The Western Recorder, 40 after the death (July 24, 
1901) of Mrs. Smith, Dr. T. T. Eaton stated, "She was the 
largest giver to the Theological Seminary." In 1899, Dr. Eaton 
stated in his History of the Walnut Street Baptist Church, 41 

It was in the fall of 1888 that' Mrs. J. Lawrence 
Smith, already one of the largest givers to the 
Southern Baptist Seminary gave $50,000 for a me
morial library building. . . . [Dr. Eaton in 1901 
wrote further in regard to her,] Being the daughter 
of the Hon. James Guthrie ... she had every ad
vantage of education and of the best society. Being 
the wife of, perhaps, the greatest scientist America 
has produced, she was welcomed and honored at the 
capitals of Europe, by the wise and the great. Thus, 
to her natural gifts was added the rarest culture: 
but she did not in the slightest degree lose sympathy 
with the humblest. Her consideration for the com
fort and convenience of others, even the lowliest 
was wonderful. . . . She was modest almost to a 
fault. She held the humblest opinion of herself, 
and all flattery was distasteful to her, although I 
never knew anyone more grateful for any kindness 
shown. 42 

The building was completed and dedicated in May, 1891. A 
marble plaque, built into the interior of that building, has 
been preserved. 

It is to be regretted that, although pictures of the out
side of the Memorial Library building at Fifth and Broad
way are still available, there are no pictures of the inside 
of the building and no floor plans are available nor are the 
exact dimensions known. Estimates would indicate that the 
main part of the building parallel with Broadway was 40 
or 50 feet long and. 30 or 35 feet wide, containing the main 

39. Robertson, A. T., Life and Letters of Broadus, p. 373. 40. The Western Recorder, August 1, 1901, p. 5. Records from the 1890's show contributors in the following order:. George W. Norton, $85,500.00; Dr. & Mrs. J. Lawrence Smith, $68,562.00; Joseph Emerson Brown, $59,400.00. 
41. History of the Walnut Street Baptist Church, p. 28. 42. The Western Recorder, Op. Cit., p;:5, 
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eading room. Also, there was a stack area parallel with 
'ifth Street 35 or 40 feet long and 20 or 25 feet wide. There 
rere three stack levels to contain the 35,000 volumes which 
,ere in the library at that time. The value of the library 
ollection in 1924 was placed at $29,000.00.43 

The Library, while in this building, during the time 
>r. Sampey was called Librarian (1891-1928), was served 
,y the following who were called Assistant Librarians, Edgar 
lllen Forbes, 1897-1904; John Moncure, to about 1907; James 
Ienry Coleman, to about 1910; M. M. McFarland, 1910-April, 
916; Thomas A. Johnson, Assistant Librarian July 1, 1916-
929; Librarian, June 1, 1929 until his death November 9, 
939. 

Gifts to the library during this period began with the 
heological portion of the library of Dr. Basil Manly, Jr., 
fter his death, January 31, 1892. He died as the result of 
1 head wound inflicted in 1887 by a robber near his home 
n Crescent Hill. 44 During the session 1893-94, gifts were 
eceived from the libraries of Rev. Franklin Wilson, of Balti
nore, and of Rev. Thomas W. Tobey, a missionary to China. 
n the next session the library of Wm. W. Gardner of Ken
ucky was received. At this time a movement was launched 
o raise $50,000.00 for the endowment of the library book 
und as a memorial to John A. Broadus. Dr. Sampey states 
n his Memoirs 45 that this fund was increased to about $8,000 
n 1895-96. This endowment fund now stands at $14,441. 
)uring the session of 1899-1900 Theodore Harris of Louis
rille gave $500 for the purchase of scientific books and an 
tdditional $500.00 to endow the collections. The income from 
hat fund is used to purchase scientific books from year to 
rear, designated with a book plate "Harris Scientific Col-: 
ection." Dr. Sampey instructed me to purchase books "!JP 
o about $12.00 or $15.00 a year and designate them as such. 
)uring the session, 1901-02, John Amsden of Versailles, Ky., 
rave $100.00 for the purchase of books dealing with the 
,unday School. While the Seminary was on Fourth Street 
md at Fifth and Broadway, the catalog in its statement 

43. Kelly, Robert L., Theological Education in America, p. 279. 
~ letter and plans, dated Feb. 15, 1960, from M. M. McFarland, gave 
:onsiderable details about the building. 

44. Robertson, Op. Cit., p. 398. · 
45. Sampey, Op. Cit., p. 74, 75. 
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about the library always included "further facilities for re
search afforded by the Public Library of Louisville and other 
Public and private libraries in the city," ranging from a total 
of 50,000 volumes in 1877 to "more than one hundred thou
sand" in 1925. 

In 1918 it was stated that most of the standard books on 
religious subjects were being purchased as they came from 
the press. Many collections are still being received, but 
they serve to build up collections, fill in gaps, or supply 
duplicates rather than to afford working materials for cur
rent issues. There have been times when some faculty 
members have gotten the impression that if they recommend 
a book for purchase at the library they had better be pre
pared to defend their action in so doing. Faculty members, 
instructors, and even the more observing students should 
be encouraged to recommend books for purchase, and to 
make suggestions as to the methods of operation of the 
library. 

Dr. Wm. H. Whitsi.tt left many valuable books and some 
manuscripts when he went to Richmond in 1899. His manu
script of Sidney Rigdon, the Real Founder of Mormonism, 
1885, for which he could not get a publisher, was deposited 
in the Library of Congress. His journals or diaries, giving 
his interpretation of his relationship to the Seminary (1885-
1896), are contained in a bank vault in Richmond and they 
are not to be made public until 100 years after his death, 
which occurred January 20, 1911. In the front of each of 
the volumes of his Diaries, he has written, "Keep me a hun
dred years and you will find a use for me." 46 

Some very valuable classical works came from Gessner 
Harrison through the Broadus and Robertson families. He 
was professor of Greek at the University of Virginia, and 
he was the father of the first wife of John A. Broadus, and 
she was the mother of Miss Eliza Broadus, who was still 
living when I came to Louisville in 1930. I remember her 
injury and death from being hit by a car at Lexington Road 
and Stilz Avenue, in 1931. Ella Broadus Robertson, the 
daughter of Dr. Broadus from a second marriage, died from 
injuries sustained at the same street intersection in 1945. 

46. Letter dated February 18, 1951, from Dr. Whitsitt's daughter 
Mrs. H. B. Whitehead, Richmond, Virginia. ' 
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'rom the Gessner Harrison collection we secured an edition 
f the Suidas Greek Lexicon (10th century) in parts as it 
ras published. I was taught that the Greek Alphabet began 
rith A and ended with o. In one of these sections I found 
:i.e words beginning with o before the end of the work and 
thought that something was wrong. But upon investiga

ion I found that the compilers of this lexicon treated O as 
elated to O and therefore placed o directly after O and 
ne work ended with \JI rather than o. I remember a story 
)ld by A. T. Robertson about Gessner Harrison. On a 
~reek examination given by Dr. Harrison nearly all the 
tudents failed. Those who did fail were asked to come to 
is office. After the interviews, as they came out downcast 
nd discouraged, one was noticed to be happy and smiling. 
\Then he was asked why he had a different attitude he 
eplied that Dr. Harrison had told him that of all those 
rho failed he came the nearest to passing. 

It was in this period, that Dr. Sampey states that he 
introduced the Dewey Decimal System," as a method of 
ataloging the books in the library. 47 He was made librarian 
:i. May, 1891.48 When Dr. Sampey introduced this cataloging 
cheme in 1890, the method was only about 14 years old 
ince the first publication of the system was in 1876. Prior 
o that the books seem to have been arranged generally by 
ubject and placed in cases with the case and shelf numbered 
nd with those numbers indicated on the hooks. Larger 
ibraries, however, needed a scheme of classification. A 
,opular method in the· 19th century was that adopted by 
'rancis Bacon, with three main divisions (1) Memory, 
2) Reason and (3) Imagination. Memory included Hi:story, 
fatural Science and Technology. Reason included Philoso-
1hy, Religion, Law, Mathematics, and Imagination included 
'ine Arts, Architecture, Painting, Sculpture, Music, etc. 
'his was the system generally used by Thomas Jefferson 
t1 the library which was purchased from him to form the 
mcleus of the new Library of Congress after the destruction 
,y the British in 1814.49 

Dr. Sampey made a wise choice in the Dewey Decimal 

47. Sampey, Op. Cit., p. 57. 
48. Ibid., p. 59, 60: . 
49. Mearns, Op. Cit., p. 28. 
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Classification. A committee for our Library in 1954 made 
a study of existing systems and we decided that Dewey had 
as few faults as any system, for none of them is perfect. But 
adopting a system and working with it in its development is 
essential. I try to wait until the system expands to make 
expansion, and to find a place for all materials in the system 
without introducing new categories until the responsible 
persons introduce the categories. To go it alone is wasteful 
and at times ridiculous. 

At the meeting of the American Theological Library 
Association at Union Theological Seminary, N. Y. C., in 
June, 1955, Miss Julia Pettee stated that when she came to 
Union Seminary Library in 1909 at the request of Dr. W. R. 
Rockwell, Librarian, to reclassify that collection and to work 
out what became the Union Seminary Classification System, 
she found there in use a division worked out by a previous 
librarian, called "Minor Morals." Under it were the following 
subdivisions: Profanity, Drunkenness, Women, Dueling, 
War, etc. 

4. The Beeches, 1926-1959 

When the Seminary, including the library, outgrew 
facilities at Fifth and Broadway, new buildings were erected 
at the Beeches at 2825 Lexington Road. The northwest wing 
of Norton Hall, occupied by the Library in 1926, was desig
nated as Memorial Library and a bronze plaque was mounted 
on the Reading Room wall with the wording of the marble 
plaque displayed in the Fifth and Broadway building, al
though no new money from the Mrs. J. Lawrence Smith. 
family or related sources was received. 

In this building the stack area with three levels meas
ured about 60' x 60'. A processing area and circulation and 
staff area measured 30' x 60' and the reading room measured 
30' x 105'. The stack capacity was about 150,000 vols.; the 
collection contained about 35,000 vols. of books in 1926 and 
increased to 45,000 in 1943, when changes were made. There 
was shelving for about 5,000 vols. around the wall. The 
Reading Room provided seating for about 110 students with 
seating for about 8 graduate students in a separate Graduate 
Students rooni. 

With the death of Dr. Mullins, November 23, 1928, and 
the election of Dr. Sampey as president, a reorganization 
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>f the library personnel was necessary. Dr. Sampey relin-
1uished the title of librarian and it was given to Thomas A. 
fohnson, June 1, 1929, after 13 years of service. He remained 
n this position until his death, November 9, 1939. W. Hersey 
Javis was given something of the oversight formerly exer
:ised by Dr. Sampey and he was called Chief Librarian from 
)ctober, 1928, to June 1, 1929, when he was c'alled Director 
if the Library. In June, 1940, he assumed the title of 
.ibrarian, which was held until April 19, 1949, when his 
1ealth made it necessary for him to leave Louisville. 

An interesting account can be given in regard to the 
}reek Manuscript of the Gospels at present in our collec
;ion. A letter dated March 2, 1927, came to Dr. A. T. Robert
;on from Dr. Adolph Deissmann of Berlin, Germany. In it 
)r. Deissmann described a Tetra-Evangelion which he had 
'ound in the hands of a Turkish dealer. He said that it had 
:ome from the area of Trapezunt (Asia Minor) and that he 
;hought "it turned up during or after the horrible expulsion 
>f the Greeks in 1922." He suggests that in view of the small 
mmber of Greek codices in America this one would be of 
ralue to our Seminary Library, and he states that he would 
.ike to have it for his N. T. Seminar, but a generous patron 
n 1910 had supplied him with one so he was giving Dr. Rob
irtson the first opportunity to purchase it. The price with 
t modern binding was $700. 

Dr. Robertson wanted the manuscript but no library 
'unds were available. Dr. Mullins was president and 
)r. Sampey was librarian. Previously he had wanted more 
:opies of Tischendorf's Novum Testamentum Graece, Eighth 
~dition Major. We are told that Dr. Sampey said for him 
:o get out and raise the money to buy them. So it seemed 
:hat he would have to do the same thing .to get the prized 
}ospel manuscript. However, he was not in suspense very 
ong, for a student in his graduate class, John Wick Bowman, 
11Tho at that time was Professor of New Testament in the 
Jresbyterian · Mission Seminary at Saharanpur, Upper 
Junjab, India, became interested and persuaded his father, 
iev. Winfield Scott Bowman, and his brother, Rev. Karl 
"Iv atson Bowman, with their wives, to provide the $700.00 
md to purchase the manuscript and to present it to the 
,eminary Library. The only stipulation was that the manu-
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script be named for Dr. A. T. Robertson. This was fulfilled 
in naming it Codex Robertsonianus. 50 

In this library the theological materials are more fully 
developed. When I was a student, the class in Systematic 
Theology met four days a week when N. T., Greek, O. T., 
Hebrew, etc., met only three days a week. To justify that, 
Dr. Tribble used to say, "after all, this is a Theological 
Seminary." We have been working on the theological col
lection for a century. However, the materials for the Reli
gious Education have been building up for many years. The 
section on music is the newest, although a nucleus, developed 
by Dr. Broadus and Dr. Basil Manly, Jr., who were inter
ested, has been expanding slowing for a long time. In recent 
years, with the organization of the School of Church Music 
there has been a marked growth of that collection. An ade
quate library support ought to be received consistently so 
that there will be no gaps in the collection which cannot be 
filled, or can be filled only at great expenses. 

In 1937, the library received from the family •of Dr. Chas. 
A. Stakely, of Montgomery, Alabama, 1,000 vols. from his 
library. Although there was much duplication this was a 
very valuable addition to the library. In working through 
the collection, Dr. Thomas A Johnson found the portion of 
a marriage license which Dr. Stakely should have returned 
to the county clerk or recorder at one of his pastorates. 
Dr. Johnson returned it to the county official, who acknowl
edged receipt of it and stated that both parties of the mar
riage were dead but that he would file the paper in its 
proper place. 

Librarians in 1939 were very much disturbed when at 
the retirement of Herbert Putnam as Librarian of Cong;ess 
after 40 years of service (1899-1939), President Roosevelt 
appointed Archibald MacLeish (1939-1944), who was not a 
trained or experienced librarian, to succeed him. Mr. Roose
velt was charged with using the office of Librarian of Con
gress as a political plum. However, although Mr. MacLeish 
did not serve long at the job to which he had been appointed 
without formal training, he rendered a valuable service to 
the Library of Congress. He resigned in 1944 to become an 

50. Robertson, A. T., "A Newly Discovered Tetra-Evangelion" 
The Review and Expositor, 1928, vol. 25, pp. 79-80. ' 
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~ssistant Secretary of State. Abraham Lincoln was charged 
vith the same practice in regard to a Librarian of Congress. 
·ohn S. Meehan, the only Baptist Librarian of Congress, as 
>est I can determine, served from 1829-1861. He had grown 
1ld in the service ·and on May 24, 1861, Mr. Lincoln removed 
Lim from office. He died later in the year 1861. In this 
lCt it is said that Mr. Lincoln was "not indifferent ,to politi
:al ·considerations." The man whom he appointed as Librar
an of Congress, John S. Stephenson of Terre Haute, Indiana, 
lid not .last long, for toward the end of 1864 "he found em
>loyment elsewhere in the Government." 

The position of librarian in a seminary ought not to be 
1sed as a "theological plum" to increase the salary, or 
lUthorHy, or prestige of someone whom the administration 
lesires to honor. And the appointing of a faculty member 
o the position of librarian while someone else does the work 
:annot be looked upon as fair practice. The positions given 
,ersons ought to describe their work and responsibilities. 51 

I.Ir. Raymond P. Morris in 1933 pointed out <that the term 
,ibrarian as applied to theological library staffs was mis
eading in that members of the faculty were designated as 
,ibrarians, but that Mr. Morris had to go to assistant librar
ans, and even to secretaries, to get information about the 
ibraries. The men designated librarians, were not doing 
he work of librarians. This can no longer be justified and 
vas continued in some institutions far beyond a reasonable 
1eriod. 

With the development of 35mm microfilm as ·a method 
,f reproducing library materials, the library soon acquired 
ilm, even before it had a reader. The earliest film secured 
V"as that of the minutes of the Mussell Shoals Baptist Church, 
787-1874, in South Kentucky. The filming was done as a 
V.P.A. project. With that purchase in 1940, the library fell 
n with the present reversion to the old style of book, the 
oll, which went out of use in the II/III centuries. Albert 
~oni,52 an advocate of microprint or mkrocards as opposed 
o microfilm, chides librarians in the use of microfilm for 
;oing back to "The centuries~old form of the scroll." 

51. Morris, Raymond P., "The Libraries of Theological Semi
.aries," in The Education of American Ministers, vol. III, pp. 184-185. 

52. Boni; Albfrt, "Microprint," ·American Documentation, vol. 2, 
,p. 150-152, August, 1951. · 
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Library materials which belong exclusively to one 
library should not be considered as a treasury of items to be 
held in order to force people to come rto that particular 
library to make use of them, but through typing or some 
photographic method they· should be made available to other 
collections. 'Graduate theses are :an example; also, manu
script materials. The libraries which adopt rthe policy of 
sharing knowledge most widely usually attract the most 
donors of worthwhile materials. The service should be 
rendered to all who cah be benefited through the use of 
the materials. 

In 1943, rthe library'acquired the use of additional space 
for graduate students at the west end ·of Norton Hall the 

. ' 
20' x 20' Seminar Room at present used by Dean Allen W. 
Graves. When the classroom addition at the northeast end 
of the building was erected in 194( rthe museum was moved 
to 'the top floor, northeast :corner, of that area, and the older 
museum area, now the offices of the Administrative 'Dean, 
was made available for Graduate Students. When the present 
Alumni Chapel was· erected, in 1950, the old chapel area, 
southwest wing of Norton '.Hall, was furnished with a 9' 
balcony and was ·made into a Reserve Reading Room. Its 
dimensions are 105' x 36'. The museum cases were located 
at the western end of this area. The ·area which had been 
used as an office for Dr. Sampey (1926-28) and Dr. Davis 
(1929:.49) was made into a circulation area in 1950-51. These 
additions increased the total area occupied by the library 
to 19,800 square feet in 1951. Shelving area was increased 
by about 5,000 volumes in 1951. The seating was increased 
to 190 chairs in 1943 and to 310 chairs in 1951. Staff area, 
estimated at 990 square feet in 1943, was increased to 2,365 
square feet in 1951. The· value .of the contents of the Library 
as of July 31, 1959,' was estimated :at $209,000.00. 

" .. • • I ' 
• •j, 

5. James P. Boyce Centennial Library 
, Planning for t,he James P. Boyce Centennial Library 

extended from Octq;ber, 1956, to June, 1958. The ground
breaking ceremony was conducted on May 24, 1957. The 
basic eon.tract . for the erection of the building was let on 
June 25, 1958, and ... construction was started early in July. 
Contracts for equipment and decorating were let in March, 
1959. The cornerstone laying ceremony was observed on 

19 



Vlay 20, 1959. The building was completed in November, 
l959. November 10-11 marked the removal of the books 
:rom the old library to the new. Dedication ceremonies 
.vere held March 10, 1960. 

The present James P. Boyce Centennial Library is the 
;ixth building occupied by the library, and it has been 
Jlanned to serve for 50 to 100 years. It measures 175' x 100' 
.vith four levels, and a total of 76,000 square feet of floor 
;pace. Its total stack capacity ranges above 225,000 volumes, 
.vith a seating capacity of 650 chairs or more. 

The Carver School Library is now contained in its spa
~ious quarters at the South end of the second floor and 
~oordination of the work necessary to maintain the collec
:ions and of the services rendered by them is being perfected. 

New facilities provided by . the new building include 
Seminar Rooms where advanced students meet to use mate
rials related to the library, the Gheens Lecture Hall, de
;igned for special lectures and for projection of film, small 
~lassrooms to accommodate Summer Session classes, music 
listening booths and rooms for studying music materials, 
,pecial studies for faculty members and advanced students, 
rnd the Heritage Room. Enlarged facilities are provided 
in many areas, especially in graduate study carrels, in Audio
visual aids, binding and repair of books, wrapping and 
,hipping of materials and storage. 

Time has gone into planning, effort into building, and 
money for these and other purposes because it is the con
viction of the faculty of the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary that "The library is the intellectual central power 
plant" of a theological seminary and that "it must be sensi
tive to the expansion of any teaching unit of the institu
tion."53 The purpose of the library is "to collect material of 
:i. theological or religious nature to meet the instructional 
iemands of the institution of which it is a part." 54 A further 
Jurpose is to provide a place for the use ·of these materials 
'n their ever-expanding forms and to give motivation in the 
1tilization of them. Service performed by the library ex
;ends to students, faculty; the local interest, Southern Bap
;ists and to persons interested ih learning wherever they 
nay be or whatever may be their status. 

53. Morris, Op. Cit., p. 150._ 
54. Ibid., p. 153. 
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