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PREFACE.

Much intearest has attached to the Mourner'’s Beneh., Sines it
claims a place among religious practices, and invites our sceceptencs,
it becomes the subjeet of much discussion, It has hsen very strongly

advocated, At the same tine, it hLas heesn vary hitterly cpposed,

The objact of this Thesie is to bring out, as far as may he prac-

ticeble, tha facts concerning it,

H. R, MeLendon,

Louievilla, Ky.,

March 28, 1902,
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DEFINLTION,

(a) Propar Dafinition: Some prominant bheneh, or hanchasg, in con-
ggﬁgatioms of worship, to whick interested sinners ars invited for in-

terrogation, instruction and prayer, or simply for prayer.

(b ) Improper Definition: The above sc sxtendad as to subracs all
kinds of public sxprassion on the part of minister, or helping brothar,

L]
| toward sinners, with a view to such admonition and prayar,

(c) Finnay's Dafinition: "Soms particular seat in the place of
meating, whera ths anxiocus may coms and bs addressad partienlarly, and
ba mads suhjecte of prayer, and somstimes be conversed with individ-

§
ually.

€d) A Word from Spencar: As penitents.“usually occupind one sasat,
convenisnt of approach, and were spoksn of as mourners, on account of
thair ains, ths seat they occupied during tha exercises came to bhe

E 2
| eallad the Mournara! Rench.,"

{a) Adverme: "Anxious Sests", seats "on which the awakened and

1 alarmed ars pleced by themselvss, to ha addrassed and prayed for sepa-

| ratsly, and to he gazed at by the whole assmably." i

¢ Chr, Index., Oet. 19,1899, art, 'Mournsrs' Banch,'
§ Pinney: Ravival Lectures, p. 253.

#» Spencsr: Hist, Ky. Baptiasts, vol., I, p. 693,

8¢ sSprague, Lect, on Rsvivals; appsndix, p. 349,
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CHAPTER II,

DIFFERENT DESIGNATIONS,

YAnxious Seat", A.D. 1831.~—Gh¥. Ind,; vol. 'S5, p. 185

*Front Banchss®, 1831,--Chr, Ind, vel. 5, p. 378,

"Inquirsra' Seate", 1832.--Chr., Ind. vol. 7, p. 218,

"Front Soats", 1832,~--Chr, Ind., vol. 7, p. 273,

"Anxious Benoh", 1844,-- Nevin, The Anxious Eench, p. 11,

"3sats of Dacision®, 1876,--Moody, Gos, Awak., p. 762,

& s

"Panitente' RBench", 1885,--Spancar, Hiat, Ky, Bapt.,vol. I,p.693,

Tﬁera ars also soms comprahsfisive tarms which are designed to in-
c¢luda the 'Mournars' Bench':--

"Finneyism", 1844.¥—Navin, The Anx.Bench, D. 22.

*New ileasures", 1844,--Nevin, The Anx, Bsnch,p. ?g.

Soma of thase designations hegan ¢o taks form in the sarly part of
last century. Says Dr. Spsncsr: "During the revival of 1827-30,.....

The panitents wars invited to coms forward and dasignate themeelves as

such; . . . as they ususlly cccupisd ons saat, convenient of approach,

| and wers spokan of as mournars, on account of their sins, the seat they

¥

| occupied during the exercises cams to bs called the Mourners' Bench."

The tarn 'Mournsra' BRanch' was somatimas used in derision., Says

Dr, Spencar: "This may hdve basn used somstines as & convaniant tern

of dasignation, but much oftener , . . as a torm of contaempt,?

s Hist, Ky. Bapt,.,vol. I.,p. 8923,




: v
! The term 'Finneyisn' was suggsestad by the fact that Ur. C, G, Fin-
, ®

‘nsy employad and made ths Mournars® Beneh prominsnt in his ravivalsa,

l

Tha terms 'Mournera' Bench! and 'Anxious Seat' ars far mora fra-

quently smployed among the gensrality of writaps than are the other des-
ignations, ‘'Penitents' Bench' and 'Inquirsrs' Seats' are very saldom
ifound. Nevin usas both 'Anxious Seat! and 'Anxious Bench', having a

ﬁgreat prafarencs for the lattsr.

. Comp, Nevin, The Anx, Bench, p. 34, nots,




CHAPTER 111,

RELATED DEVICES,

'Riging! in congragstion, 1821-1824,--Wright, Lifs of Finney,p.l00,
Raquests for praysr by rising, 1822,--Sprazue, Lect. on Ravivals,

368
n, 387,

§ 2

Appandizx,

Kneeiing at seats, 1831,--Chr. Ind, vol, 5, p. 155,

Knasling hafors the altar, 1831,-~-Chr, Index, vel. 5, p.255,

Coming forward and kneeling, 1832%,--Spragus,lect. on Revi&aln,App.368.

Invited into aislae, 1831,--Chr, Ind., vel. 5§, p.3l.

Lif4ing up hands, 1884,--lervey, Man, of Rev., p. 53.

Leaning forward, putting haad on hack of paw,--Finney,Rev.lLect.p.255,

Shaking hands whils singing, 1801,-~Burkitt & Reead,Ch,Hist.p.149,

Entering into covenant of praver by rising to the feet, 1767,--
¥ritings of L, Dow, p. 45,

Written rsquests, 1830,--Life ¢f Em. Andrsws, p. 118,

Patitions 4o b~ read, 1830,--Lifs of Fm.Andrews, p. 118.

- Rameining in placas after services, 1884,--Hervey, Man, of Rev.p.aﬁ.‘

Anxious takea seats in gallery; Christians ratire for praysr,1831,--
Chr, Ind.,vol. 4, p. 367,

Anxious retirs to chapal; Christians ramain for prayer, 1831,--

93
S, Ind., "ol 8 ~p. 188,

6
Anxious invited into basement rooms, 1832,--Chr, Ind., vol. ?,p. 89,

Ratire to leacturs room,1884,--Harvay, Man. of Rev,, p. 85,

Ratire to tent for conversation,l83l,--Chr, Ind., vel., §, p. 201,




119
drews, o, 118,

=

* Invited to adjacent hall for instruetion, 1830,--Life of Im. An-
i Inquiry msating, 1821-1824,-_Wright, Life of Finney, p. 100,
| Anxious mestinge, 1831,--Chr, Ind., vol, 4, p. 399,

Requeating inaquirars to call upon paster, 1887,--Fish, Handbook of

Ravivals, p. 350,

Pastor visiting awakensad at their homes, 1832,--Spragus, Lect, on

] Ravivals, App., ». 235,

Heating pastor at parsonags, 1884,--Harvey, Man. of Rev., p. 85,

Maating pastor in ona of their own homes, 1884,--Harvay, lan, of
Rev., p. 88,

|
?
|

* ) COMPREHENSIVE TERMS.

"Syastam of New Measuras", 1844,--Nevin, The Anx.Bench, p, 4.

r
|
|
I tgystem of Anxious Bench", 1844,--Nevin, The Anx. Bsnch, p. 5.
|
?
|
{

As to any partieular form of expression, to ths exclusion of oth-

{
1

ors, thars ccnld evidantly bs no just contention hers, sinece the Seript- f

ures do not dasignate any particular form, Rising, kneeling at ons's
3saat, sitting down if congregation is standing, coming forward and tak-

ping front seat, kneeling, or giving the hand to the minister and return- ;

1

[ing to ona's placs in thes congragation, sending forward to minister a

'written raquest ovar one's signatura, with privilegs of announcsmsnt to
u _

congregation, or raising the hand--thases end such 1like exprassions would ‘

|
;involve the sams prineciple. As in svary other part of congrsgationsal
gsarvice, 50 hara, all things should "ba dons decsntly and in order."

¢ Sea Chr, Ind., Oct., 19,1889, art.; '‘Mournsrs* Banch,*'




"Somse have sdopted the expadient of inviting the peoplse who were anxious

|

:far thair souls to stay for conversation after the rast of the congrs-
}gation had ratiraed. . . Othars, who would be much ashamsd to employ the
jam:ious seat, have askad those who have any feeling on tha subjsct to
jsit 8till in their seats when ths rast ratirs. Others have called the
Vanx.ious to ratirs into the lsctura room, The ohjset of all these is the |
{eama, and the principle is the same, . . . Now what objection is thers
against taking a particular sest, or rising up, or going into the lac-
 tura-rcom? Thay all mesan the same thing, when pr&perly ecnducted ¥ g
Ths ahove deviecas, as used by the ministry of dencminations whieh
iapprove them, hava in view the accomplishment of the sama genaral oh-
ijact, and for convanisnce, may bes comprahsndsd undar the nene,--Syatem

of the Mournsr's Bsnch, Any one of tham may ba considarad as rspresent-

'ad in orineipla, therafore, by ths simple term, Mournsr's Banch,

E *# Finnay, Revival Lscturss, pp, 254 f,
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§
gimply introduced them into his services from ths practics of others,

| wa find Rev, Lorenzo Dow, lathodist, in Irsland, "inviting up mourners

| §§ Saee Vaddsr and Wright,as ahovs,

CHAPITER IV,

ORIGIN,

This fact seeme involved in obseurity. Ws appear to have no sat-

| isfactory svidence as to the exact place, date, or introduesr of this

| davies, It ia a matter of no little intsrast, howsvar, as to whars

|
|

Land whan it originatad, Ths attention of thes reader ies invitad to
the following:--
I. It has bsen the Opiﬁion of some that the practice originatad
' with Rav, C, G, Finney, a not8d Praesbyterian avangslist of last cent-
ury, whoses ministry extends from 1824 to 1875, and who conducted many
| succaseful nastings in New York and other states,

We Iind prominent in the work of Mr, Finney,

. ’ o
(1) Invitations to 'Inquiry Meatings!', 1822-1824, (2) Requests

| for psople desircus of accepting Christ, 'to riss! fo thair faat,

§
1822-1824, (3) Requasts for thoze "who dasired to he =saved to comae

| forward to the front ssst while the raatlof tha congrasgation prayad for

*w

and with them", 1825,

Thase practicss did not howevar originate with Mr, Finney, Hs

II. Going hack from ths latest above date, 19 years, to Juna 1808,
/

# Wright, Lifa of Finney, p. 100,
§ Vadder, Hist, Raptiste Mid. States, p. 152.
#% Vadder, Hist, Baptists Mid, States, ». 182,



to he prayed for." s

W Wa racord also other instancses in the work of Dow:

| (1) Sundry "eoms up to be praysd for®, August 29,1805, §

a(z) Has "ealled up the mournsrs to We prayed for", Long Island, May 18,
1
| 1805, ==

|

g€3) We find "four mournsrs" coming forward "to he prayed for", Augusta,

Ga., March 13, 1802, §§
(4) On Septsumbar 1737, he proposes to the pscpla a covanant of praysr,

| te b2 signified to by standing on their fast, »==»
|

|
|

work, embracing in the fullest sense the principle (and uss) of the

Propoaitions for praysr wars a familiar part of Dow's msthod of

Mournsr's Banch,

III. The Revival and Revival Influsnces of 17935-1803., We notae,
rhara,
: 1. Incidents in thes ministry of Rav, Lamusl Burkits.

g €1) In Janusry 1802, at Cashie Chﬂrch, Kshukee Association, North
éearclina, Rev. HMr. Burkitt, a% the close of his ssrmon, gave en oppor-
tunity for prayer. Ille said,"'If thers was any psrson in ths congrs-
%gation who saw hins=1lf in a lost, condemned state by reeson of sin,if

;he wquld aomé up to tha table, at the pulpit, he would pray to the

' Lord for him.! Accordingly Mra, Gillam came forward and kneslsd down

at the table, with ons or two mors,.” §§§

|

: *+ §ritings of Lorenzo Dow, p, 267,
| § Dow, p. 244,
L

%= Dow, », 234,
| §% Dow, p. 135,
:** Dow, p. 45, 2074
§8 Burkitt & Reed, Ch, Hist,,pp. 808. - e



|

i ¢2) In 1801, or ahout thia tine, at Fishing Creek Church, Halifax,
éMorth Carclina, at ths closs of the nesting, Mr. Butkitt said "That if
{there was any parson in tha congragation who desired to go to haavan or
be convaerted, if he would come up to ths pulpit, he would pray to the
Lord for him." In responses, " A young men cams, with tsars in his eyae,
'and raquested his praysrs." *

| Thus, in tha practics of Mr, Burkiti, we find full sympathy with
the Mourner's Bsnch,

2. Camp-msstings and the Altar,

(1) in 1799, or 1800, Camp-msetings originatad. Says Dr, J. B. MeFar-
rin, "Thare wars signs of the coming ravival on Cumbserland Circuit in
fl799. . « The most wondarful displey was at Dasha's Cresk, near the
1Cumbarland Rivar, whare many thousands had collectad togathar., Thi=s

' waz a Camp-mesting, and was parhaps the sacond or third evar held in
;the country; indesed, it was in this great ravival that Camp-mestings
ioriginatﬂd." §

"In the year 17997, says one of the brothers M'Ges, "we agrsed to

imake & tour throush tha Barraens, toward Ohio, and soncludaed to attand
| & sscramental solamnity in the Rev . Mr, Mchaady‘s congragation, on
?Rad River, in our way., . . This was ths haginning of that glorious re-
vival of‘raligion in this country, which was so0 great a blsssing to

thousands, and from-thia masting Camp-mestings tock their riss.m &

"Thae first Camp-mesting in ths United States was hald in 1798,on

|  #Burkitt & Read, Ch. Hist.,pp. 242&.
| § MeFsrrin, Math, in Tenn., p. 338, .}
| ## Radford, Meth, in Ky., vol. I.,p»n. 288,

{

: i— = PEANE — —
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}the banke of Red River, in Kentucky,"! =
(2) The altar established,

In connection with ths first Canp-masting, an "altar" was "arect-
ed unto the Lord in the Porsst.? §
| "It was in this great rsevival that camp-meatings originatad,

[The grounds were gensrally laid out nesar to soms flowing spring,

L e

a shelter in the csnter for public worship. . . In Pront of tha pulpit
Wwas the altar: this was designad es s place for panitents, whare they
:might be collacted together for prayar and raligious instruction, This
:altar was usuglly mads of polss, or squars piecas of hewsd timber
blaced on posts, at the four cornere, with opanings for ingrass and s-
‘gress. Insids the altar ware ssats, called by nany, and somstinas in
;darisicn, tha 'Mournsr's wench', At the close of the sermon or sxhor-
‘tation, an invitation was givan for mournars, or penitants, to coma to‘
the altar--that is, such as warsa convinced of gin, and ware inquiring
‘what they should do to bs savaed!, wars invitad to approach ssats sat
‘apart for them," e

Thus the Mournef Banch feature was an important part of Camp-
meeting method, and detes in tham favor their origin in 1782-1800,

Wa therafore find the lournar's Bench, thus far in our investi-
;gation, & device accepted by many people as marly as sbove data, and

| \
Justly conclude that it had ite origin earlier than the 19th eantury,

Also, that mental devices wars employad by some whersa we find no dis-

* MeClintock & Strong's Cyclopadia, art,, "Camp-msating,”
§ L " " it ® " ]

#* McFarrin, Meth. in Tenn., pn.236-333,
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| tinot mention of the simpla Mournsr's Bench itsalf,

1V. Tha Practice of J, A, Granads.

"In ths year 1785, thars was a class organizad in Sullivan
fConnty, naar whara Blountvill now stands, and the following year a house
:of worship was built. This, from thae best informatioﬁ I can geot, was
| the first Methodist Chureh built in the Stats. . . lsre Granads for
j the first tims preached in Tennessses. It sssme that about the ysar
1 1790, it was announcad that a strangsr, 'the wild men', would preach

at Acuff''s Chapsl on a certain day. The day arrived, and with it a
vast concourse of people ware assemblaed, anxiously awaiting the ap-
| psarancs of the 'wild man'. . . Announcing his taxt, he proce=ded to
\ preach the 'unsearchable riches of Christ', Ths meeting was pretract-
| 3d for ten days with great sffect. Scorss of mourners erowdad the
| mournsr's hench--tha first time thay had heard of such a’thine." *
We find hare that it existed and seemad to ba in fsmilisar use

. with Mr, Granade in 1790, §

V. In South Carclina, about August, 1730, numhars csm=2 hafora the i
; whola eongragstion, and raquastad prayers. Also, "little lambs malt- |
sd into tears", raquested "the prayers of God'e peopla, " #
Hera, (of ccursa), we sas evidant the spirit and atmosphars of
s the Hourner's Banch. These intarasted ones wers of coufse ancouragad,

| in thus expressing thsir wishes for ths halp of prayer.

*+ McFarrin, ¥ath, in Tann,, pp. 105f, >

§ Thers sasms to hs some conflict in authors hara,as to date, I
hava thought desirahle, howavar, to accept the above date as
corract, Ses Bang, Ilist. Heth, Ep. Ch.vol,.2,p,106,~-date
ahout 1800 to 1801. #» Rippon,Ann. Ragistar,vol,l,pp.107f,

- e ——
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Vi, Further Light from North Carolina.
Ahout 179€ or 1798, Rav, Smith Ferguson preached on "Lewis
Fork in Wilkss", When hs wés closing,"he invitad any vho wished to
he prayed for to draw nesr, and almost the whols congragation bowed

' around the prsachar " =

VII. The Experisncs and Practics of Rev, John Taylor,

(1) Mrs, Rice asks prayer, --1822, "Lawia Craig being at the maast-
|

ling, it occurrad to her (Mrs, Rics) in tha tims of preaching, that he
;and nyself wers worshippars of God, and that he would hear our prayers
for her; therafora, with graat appearance of contrition shs rsquest-
ad our ﬁrayars." ]

(2) Christians ask pravars for thsmsslves snd their children,--1821,

"Whan presching closad, a number of old prefaessors wers up, male and fe-

| mals and in a flood of teérs, dmeiring prayers to hs put up tc God
for them and théir children," #+# 4

i (3) One walks thres miles to ask for prayer,--1788, ‘"Walked about
thrae miles to requast mws to pray for hin, fdr ha folt himsslf a pcor

‘ .

| lost sinnsr, We immsdiately withdraw into the woods and went to pray-

| er,* &%

| €4) A woman (Miss Taylor) rushas into the prassnce of her fathe;,

Rav, John Taylor and asks him to pray for her,--1788, "She cams

# North Cmrolina Rapt, Hist, Papers, vel. 3, p. 70.
’ § Taylor, Hist. Ten Churches,“p., 102,
| #+ Hist. Ten Ch,, p. 86,

-

| €% Hist, Ten Ch,” p. 63,
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rushing in with an apparent fright and a flood of taara, and . . . drop-
| ing on har kna=s, with heart rending erias intreating me to pray for
ﬁher." L
|€5) Two husbands with their wives coms forward for prayer,;—lvss.
{"It baing in the spring of the yaar, I took a text from the Canticles,
5 « « . When I stoppad spesking, two man and their wives, as if they had
Zprevionsly consulted, rose up, and, with trembling, csme forward, and
| asked ma to pray for them, . . Tha thing being so nsw to the paoplas,
it sprsad a heavenly hlaze through the assembly." §
Here wa find outselves sgain in the atmosphare of tha Mournar's

| Benah,
VIII, Light from Bang's History of the Methodist Fpiscopal Church.:
| €1) On July 29, 17786, we havs interseted onas "beggzing all to pray
| for them", es

(2) On May 7, 1776, wa find distressed sinners hegging thes preachsr
; "tovstay and pray with them", §§ ;

(3) On May 8, 1778, the distrassed r%ﬁain for prayer after the ser- '
| vies, "When most of the congregation went away, some wers so distressed;

| with a senzs of their sins that they could not he parsusded to laave

the Hlaca, Soms livaly Christians stayed with them, and continued in

prayar for tha spscé of two hours, till fif4esn mournsrs were aensbhled

| to rajoics in God their Savioupr.® #w#

* Hist. Ten Ch, p. 60.

§ Hist, Ten Ch,,pp.47f; Spencer, Hist.Ky.Baptists,vel, I.,p.111,
#+ Bang, Hist, Math, Ep. Ch,] p. 101,

§% " [ " 1 Wi p. 100,

i " " " " " tp. 98,
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€4) They fall on their knaas and sntrsat the prayers of God's psopls,

1775, ‘YSomatimes ten oy twelva havs hean dasply convinced of sin in

ona day. Soms of thesa wares in great distrsss, and whan they wera ques-

tionsd concerning tha gtate of their souls, wers scarcs ahlas fo msake

‘any raply but by weasping and falling on their kness, bsfors all tha
class, and sarnactly soliciting tha praysrs of God's pacpla, And from
time to %¢ime he has answerad thess patitions.,® =» »

Iara wa find ocurselvas sgain right in the midst of ths Mouknar's

Banch atmosphere, with soms sncoursging, and soms méking, raquesta

for prayer.

IX, Light from the Labors of Rav, Elsazsr Whas;ook, of Lebanon,
Connscticut, :
"As'he was delivering his discourss very pleaagantly and moderately’,
the daepth and strangth of faeasling incfeassd, £ill some began to cry
out both above and helow, in awvful distress and anguish of scul, upon
which ha raised his voies, that he might be heard above thgir cuteriag;
hut the diétress and outery spreading and inersssing, his voica was at
‘length so drgned that he could not be heard. Wharafora, not haing
ahla to finish his sermon, with great apparant ssrsnity and calmness
of soul,- he called to the distresssd, and desired-them to gathar then-
melvas togather in the hedy of ths mseats halow, This he did, that he
might the mors convaniantly confarse with them, counssl, dirsect,ex-
“hort them, ate, But hs ought not to have done it. . . He should have

sent his hearsars homs, to engage in solitary, serious thought, in raad-
+ Rang, Hist, Meth, Ep. Ch,, p. 94,
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ing ths Bible and in praysr. Thers is reasson to faar that from about

this tine, and in the mods hers axemplified, falss convarsions wars

| Pearfully multiplisd."--Taunton, New England, Oct, 1741, #

The "ete® hers amply providss for tha prasance of prayer, which on

such an occasion as this would most n:aturally he axpsctad, Wae havs an

|

allusion to vrayer in the lattsr part of ths exitract, "in reading the
Bible and in prayer", The idsa seems to be, Lat them do their praying,

ate., in privats,

X. 'The Practics of the Wesleys,
1. Tha Wesleys oftan orayed for pesople who asked or desirsd an
interast in their prayars. Soms instancss,

(1) April 28, 1739, we find this statamsnt: "Fs hesought God

' in her bshalf, and He turned her hsaviness into joy." ¢

(2) Juns 26, 1739, "Thres parsons tasrrihly felt tha wrath of

God abiding on tham at tha sociaty this avening. But upon prayer bheing

' made on their behalf, Ha was pleasad soon to 1if4 up tha light of His

| countsnance upon them,"--John W8sley, Bristol, England, #% Sae oth-

ar instances in his journsl,
2. In 1739, aight or ten ask for prayer.
"In ths latter and of ths ysar 1739, aight or ten persons cams to

Ur, Wssley, in London, who appearad to he deaply convinesd by sin, and

: aarnsatly groaning. for redemption., Thay dssired (as did two or thrae

* The Great Awakaning, pp. 187f,
§ Tyerman, Lifa of Weslay, vol. 1, p. 255,
i g " vol, 1, ate.h, 248,
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mora the next day) that he would spend some tine with them in prayer
and advisa them Low to flsa from ths wrath to coma, which thay saw

continually hanging ovsr their haads." =*

¥I. What shall wa say then as to tha origin of the Mourner's
Banch? In answer to this qusstion, I wish %o say,

'1. That so far as relaies to its modarn dsvelopment, the prac-
ticas of the Wesleays wers, at least, favorahla %0 it, Mr. Charles Waee-
lay aven uses the expraession, "0Oh that blessed anxious gsat", atc, §

2, If it did not actually originats with the Wesleys, it must
havs coma into sxistancs as early as the work of Elasazar Wheelock,1741f&

3. The msarlisst axistdnas of this practics in some form, and
| with soms linitations, may bs vary remote, Ths matter of intercsssions
| was sven common in vary anciant tinss, In Acts 8:24, the sinner
mzkas raquest for prayar.—-“?ray ¥2 to the Lord for ma", justifiss us
in the understsnding that such raquests fropm the wicked wﬁfe thought
admissible and right, He was wickad., He fslt himssl? in dangar. Hs
askad for prayer, Why,-howevar, should he have considarsd this the
. wise thing to do, when he had just been counsallad fActe 8:23) to re-
pant end pray? He may havs sesn others maks raquests, and known of
their being encouraged in so déing by tha apostlas. In his anargsnoy
he would hardly hava mads such raquest had hs not soms reason for be-

iisving it consistsnt with tha mind of the apostlas." §§

* Redford, Math. in Ky,;rvol. 2, pp.l6f,

§ Kirk, Lect, on Reavivals, p, 296,

*# Saa sbove, ch, IV,, IX,
§§ The Chr, Ind., Oct, 12,1899, art,, 'Mourn., Bench,®
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CHAPTER"X,

ORJECT,

Ths quastion, Why have people resorted ‘o this device, now comes
up for investigation., Ws can parhaps best enewar it, hy looking inte
the design of diffarant men, who have axprasasd thamselves on this
point, or by notieing its operatioh, as it comas hafora us at differ-
'ant tinas and placas.

1. Tha ohject of Rev, ¢, G. Finney, in Hew York and other placss,
| ebout 1825, was to lead the truly penitent'to a decieion in the matter
of their relationt, and to publicly commit thansalves to tha garvics
of God, Thus, "In one of his sarly usatings when he had heen prsach-
ing about three hours®, he Yattemptad to hring people 40 a decision, .

. by requesting them to rise if they desirad to accept Christ".a
| "Those in the audience who wars sariously considering the question of
thair religious diatiss ware asked to rise and by that act publiely .
‘oommit thamselvas to the mervice of God", eto, "When ha introduced
into his sarvices the so-called 'anxious seat', ths invitation was to
' those who wers ready to rapent of thair sins and to consscrate their
wholes hearts to God. Such were invitad to respond at ones in a pubiie
committal, and wera asked to maparaste thamsslves from the world, and
to eome forward to spacifisd seszts", ntc.§ In accordance with ths

practicas of Mr, Finney, we read, "Much has baen dons of late to lead

®  Vadder, Hist, Bapt. did. States, p, 152,
§ Wright, Lifes of Finnsy, pp.l00 f,

| S ——
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awvakened sinners to commit themsaelvaes, in order to gat them over that
indecision and fesr of nsn which have kept then back“..

2. Thea institutors of the "Altar" fitted it "up with seats for
any thaﬁ may bs sesking the pardon of sin®, §

"Ths anxious”, ws rasd, ware "invited to comes forward for instruc-
*¥
tion and prayer®.

Again, "Those peanitent sinners who desired the praysrs of God's
peoble, and dslibsrately resolved to give themsslves away to the Savior,
wars invited to coms and teke the sests immediately in fPont of the
Pulpit®. §§

Ws have again, "The calling upon thoss who are anxious shout thaeir

saleation to come forward and occupy a place by themsslves--or what

ars called in Agarica anxious Seata--that theay may be individually con-

vorssd vith, and that special praysr may be mads for them, it *¥¥

Hers, the objant avidently is to madiats, or help the sinner,by
means of prayer to God. The sinner realizes his nead of the.Divine
power and heliavas that God will raspect the prgyers of His pscple,
offarad in his behalf., At the sams tims, tha Christian desirss to ap-
prégeh God in his behalf, and halisves that God, for Christ's saka,
will hear praysr for him, if they can both come in sarneastnsss hafors

God, and offer hinm the prayer of faith,

# Spragua, Lect. on Rev,, App., p. 888,
§ Gorrias, Hist, Meth, Ep, Ch,, pp. 309f,
s¢ Chr, Ind,, vol, 5, p. aCL.
§§ Chr, Ind,, vol.®?, p. 89,
### Int, Cyelop., vol. 12, p, 597, art."Rav.Raligion.?



3. "Thess nesssuras, whila theay are intendad to cormit the ac-
tors, ars meant zlso to awaken the attention of others, and to sarve
ag mesns of ganaral imprassion " :

"Sheking hands whils singing, was a means (though simpls in itsslf)
to further the work. The ministers used fraquently, at the close of
worship,'to sing a spiritual song suited $o thas occasion and go through
the congrsgation, and shekes hands with the peopla., And several, when
ralating their expsrisnce, declarsd that this was the first means of
thair convisetion,® §

Hera, we havs it smployad az a mesns of lasding sinners to ra-
fisetion and of thus advancing the interssts of tha Master'srwork.

4, Another dssign was to get sinners to commit themssives, "and
to render it impossible for tham to return with consistancy" to their

forner 1lifa, »»

* Spragus, Lect, on Rev,, App., p. 3€8.
§ Burkitt & Reed, Ch. Hist., pp. 149-15%,
#% Sprague, Lsct. on Rev., App. p. 368,
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CHAPYT ER VE,

- GROWTH AND PREVALENCE,

1. Ahout 1741, as sesms avident from Number IX, sbovs, the use
of the Mournsr's Bsnch, as now ssan in practics among us, first cams
into sight, Accordingly, in Octobsr of above ysar, ws discover Rav,
| Eleazar Whealock calling to the distraessed and desiring them to "gath-
er themsalves togsethar in ths body of the seats below, . . . that ha
nigh® the mora conveniently converse with them, counsel, dirsct,ex-

' hort them," atc, <

Thers is reason to consider that "From ahout this $ims, and in
the mode har%sxamplifiad," thers dsvelopad a mors or less extensive
smploymsnt of ravivalistic phenomana, sincs,as was ths opinion of soms,
"Falsa convarsicns werse fearfully multiplied®, and that as the rssult
of thess naw and supposed unwholesoma methods, § '

We find curselves hera in the nidst of such a ravivalistic spirit
as would readily welcoma any instrumentality that should bring with
it narks of sanction from on high., Hence, these things,to the extent
that they commendsd themsslves to the pacple, as éf this kind, found
advocat8s, We nay suppose they found advocetes rasdily and sdvocates
many.

In the saﬁs decads ws find: "Saveral wars brought undsr the szme
conesrn about their souls, and heagan to seea their misarsble lost atate,

and wers made to continus sarnast in praysr, . . The trouhled and bro-

* Ths Graeat Awaksning, p. 167,
¢ The Great Awakening, p. 168,
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| ken in heart were brought to Mr. Kuypsr's house, who, upon convarsing |

¥ith them, soon discoverad that the Holy Spirit, by the word, had be- L
gﬁn a work of convietion in them . ... Prom that dey the work inoraassed i
\

beyond dsseription: there is no painting of it to the life; it was a

parfect commentery upon the second chapter of the Acts"--Gerardus Kuy-

per's pastorate at Kisukerk, about 1748,--"Reformdd" Churck, =

2, We seem to find curselves in the midst of Mourner Bench devi- 0
1 ess in 1775 and 1776, Says the Rev,. lr, Jarratt, Protestant Episcc-

rel minieter from England, then in this country,"Somatines ten cr

twalve have bean despiy convineed of sin in ons day, Soma of thaege J
wars in great distrases, and when thay wera questioned conesrning the
state of their sculs, were scarcs abla to make any reply hut by wesp-
ing end falling on their knees, bafors all the class, and earnestly
solieiting the prayers of God's pecpla. And from time to tins he has n
answarad these petitiona®.--A.D. 1776, § f
"Nay 3, 1776, the lethodists held their love-fsast., . . Bafora ;
thras had done spesking, you might se= a solemn ssnsa of the prassncs
of God visible on avary countenance, whila tears of sorrow or joy ware
flowing from many eyes. Sevsral teatified the consolation they had ‘
racaived, . . When most of the congragation went avay, Soms wara =0 \

| distrescsd with a senss of their sins that they could not ha parsuaded |

to leavs the placs, Somse %{ﬁelﬁ Christians stayed with than and eon-

timed in prayer for the spacs of two hours, $ill fiftesn mourners

| *  Watson, Lifs of Weslay, App., p. 182.
§ Bang, Hist, Meth, Ep, Ch,,"p, 94,
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wara enablad to rajoies in God their Saviour.®
May 7, 1776, "llany who were in great distraess begged kim . , . to
stay and pray with them." §

Hera wa are aspacially imprassed with the many urgent raquests fon

prayer, O0f coursa thess requasts were sncoursgad by the praying peopla.

3. Yo lass important to our investigation is the acecount of lir, E
|
Las, 1787,

(1) "Ths praeachars want among the mourners and s ncouraged them |

|

{

|

!

E and prayad with them," &% 1
1 (2) "In class meatings the Lord fraquently set the mourning

| souls at liberty." §%

| Hera we se2 the praschers active among the "mourners", and the Lord

| fraquently settting the "mournars" free from their hondage of sin,

i : 4. In the spring of 1785, we have four coming forward of their |
| own accord at the c¢lose of sarmon and asking for prayer, #x* In 3
| 1788, we find a woman in a flood of tmars, falling upon her knees an-
treating the ministsrs to pray for her, §§$ In the same year, a
nan walks three milas, to the same minister to make the same raquest
| for himsslf, #x%% Thess ars but a few of a great many instances ;

which nmight have heen ssen at that tine, "It has aomaetines basn F

+ Bang, Hist. Meth, Ep. Ch., p. 98,
§ Bang, Hist. Math, Ep. Ch., p. 100,
¢+ Bang, Hist, Meth., Ep. Ch., p. 264,
§¢ Bang, Hist. Meth, Ep. Oh,,"p. 267,
##x Taylor, Hist. Tan Ch.”pp. 47f,
§4§ Taylor, Hist, Ten Ck.,”p. 60.
#xk» Taylor, Hist, Ten Ch,,*p. 83,
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erronsously suppocsd that the practics of praying for the unconverisd
originatéd emong the Baptiste about this pariod (1827-30). This is a
great nistake, 1t was practiced by Dudlay, Taylor, Hickman and other

rionaer preachars from the tine of planting the firast churches in the

Missiseippi Valley." ¢ Thesa "first churches" were pPlantad ahout 1785

--1788, Thers wara then a number of men angeging in this practies as =

early as 1785-1783, The practice was also spreading, and avidently

much on thea inorasse,

6. About 1780, if ws accept the dats of Dr., HeFarrin, wa sse
Granade using the "mourner's banoch" with such familiarity and ampha-

sis as to impress us that in some quarterse it was now most haertily

received and perhaps also widely used, Hs preached at "Acuff's Chapel!

for ten days with great effect. Scorss of mournsrs erowdsd the mourn-

ar's bench", "At this masting Francis Acuff was convarted". §

€. From 1799 to 1808, we find vary axtensive use of these prac-
tices,

€1) In 1799 or 1800, camp-mestings originated. The "Mourn-

ar's Benck", arranged for within the "Altar" hecams a prominent and

marked fasturs in the cémp-meating sarviess.,  "In front of ths stand
is an enclesure called the 'altar!, fittad up with deats for any that
nay bs szeking the pardon of sin," ## "In front of the pulpit

w¥as tha altar: this was designed as a placa for panttants, vhera thaey

* Speneer, Hist. Ky. Baptists, vol., 1, p. 693,
§ McFerrin, Meth, in Tenn,, pp. 106-6,
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| might bas ccllected togathsr for préf&and raligious instruction,

| Inside the altar wera séats, calléd by many, and somstimes in derision,
| the 'mourner's benck', A% ths closs of the sermon or exhertation, an
invitation was givan for mournsrsz or penitente to come to the altar--
that is, suci as wares convinesd of sin, and wars inquiring ‘'what they
should do to he saved!, wera invited to approach seats sat apari for
tham, whars they would be instructsd in tha way of tha Lord mora par-
faatly, and whers Christisns would unite in scngs, and Lhymns, and
farvent prayar for thair delivarsnce, These altar =sxarcises some-
tines continued fér many hours, sspsecially aftsr the evening sermon,and |
many thousands found peacs in Jesue, while knesling in praysr, and

. erying, 'Lord, save, or we parish,'" * That the "lourner's Bench® war
mich employ=d in thase services will appesar eclearly indicatsd in the
above statement frow Dr, MeFerrin,

(2) ‘Rovivalistic devices in 1801, "At the association at Great
Swamp, in 1801, Elder Burkitt just returning from Tenness<= snd Ken-
tucky, brouzht the news to this association, and proclainad it from
the stage, that in about eight months six thousand had given a ration-
al account of a work of gracs og their souls, and have bhesn haptized
in the atate of Kentucky. . . Ths desirshle news seemsd to take such
an uncommon sffect on the pmcple, that nurhers ware crying out for
mercy, and many praising and glorifying God., Suck a Kehukss Asscci-
ation w8 had nsver beforas saesn, . . The Lord was pleased to make use

of weak and simple meazns to effect great purpos8s, that it might be

* McPerrin, Meth, in Tenn., pp. 83€-338,
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manifast that the work was his and not man's. Singing was attanded
with af;great blessing., . . Shaking hands while singing, was a means
(though simpla in itself) to further the work. The ninisters used ;
frequsantly, at the elos; of worship, to sing a spiritual song suited

tc the occasion, and go through tha congrasgation, and shaks hands with
the paople while singing; and saveral, when ralating their experiencs,

« o« o daclared that this was the first means of their convietion., . .

Giving the psopls an invitation to come hp to he prayed for, was also

blessed., The ministers ususlly, at the closa of praaching, would tell
tha congragation that if thars wers any psrscns who felt themsslves
lcst and condemned undar the guili and bwrden of their sins, that if

they would come near the staga, and knesl down, they would pray for

 them, Shams at first kapt nany hack, but as the work inereased, nu-

| SP—

bers, apparently undar strong conviction, would com= and fell down he-
fora the Lord at the facet of the ministers, and cravs an interast in
thair prayers, Somstines twenty or thirty at a time, And at some
union mestings, two or thres kundred would coms, and try to com%as
naar as they éould. Thiz vary much angaged the ministers; and many
confessed that the Lord heard the prayars of his ministers, and thay
had reason to hops thair souls ware ral;?ed from the burden cf their
sine, through the bloed of Christ." =

This throws much light on the prectice of tha ministears of 1801,

Thay beliavaed in the us= of means, and they helisvad that they had ‘

avidence that God hlessed thoms meens, Espscially compréhmnsive ie the
e s nati ne 130
# Burkitt & Reed, Ch, Hist., pp. 144-15%,
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statsment that"the ministers ueuelly " gave an invitation for praysr, |
"Thus the work hegsn and inersasad; and the Lord magnifies the
richas of his fras grace in carrying én his work hy simpls mesens, He
iz a sovereign agent; he can and does work when and whers he plesasaes;
and by strong means, weak mean=, and no means. " ¥ |
(3) At Augusta, Ca., larckh 13, 1802, "Saturday evaning and
next worning, I haeld mestings in thae vicinity and the work evidently i
appearad; four mourners cams forward to bs prayad for., In ths aftar-
noon I gave my last discourse in Auguste, and then I raquestsd those ;
that wers determined to set out and sesk God, to let me take their 5
namas in iriting, that I migzht ramambar them in my devotions when gone;l
about saventy, who had been careless, came forward.," § |

On August 29, 1805, "About thrae thousand rose up in eovénant, i

sundry of whom cams up to bs prayed for," ==

Cn Cetober 3, 1805, "Lz=zt camp mesting for Amarica, Providencs

was with us hers; hundreds at these mestings gava ms their hands ss 2
toakn of their dasire that I should remember thep in my absencatete,$$
In Ireland, June, 1808, "Fraached, and . . . invited up the mourn~ |

are to be prayed for; saveral found peace, and %e had a refreshing sea- |
son from ths prassnece of God, " w#» ‘
|

x

Thus it can he sesn that tha "Mournsr'!s Bench" end other revi- |

valistic dévices wera livs practices in ths work of Lorsnzo Dow, Ev- p

aryvhare ha went thess came in as a matter in coursa,

*  Burkitt & Reed, Ch, Hist., p. 209,

§ VWritings of L. Dow, p. 135, 5
s % # " p. 244,
§é i . " p. 251,
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(4) In 1804, "It was estimated that shout ons thoussnd souls
wars hrought from darkness o light, . . at the various camp-msetings

which weras held in the statas of Yorth Csarelina, Virginia, Marylend,

' Dealawaras, Pennsylvania and New York" stec., # Whers the Camp-mssting

| want, the "lourner's Bench" may be understood ¢¢ heve gone also,

Hencs, we may here ssa it vigorously at work in all these states, The
practics may tharaforas now be conzidered as practically general, at

least, among the BRaptists and the Metkodists,

7. Allusions tc the Mourner's Bench, in 1808, or 1809,

(1) About 1808, "The good old men imagined that they wers awaksned

by the exhortation of the MNethodirt lawyer, and that they would soon

| Milas Harper is passing from place to place, now defending the doe-

all ha at the mourner's benck erying for msrecy." §

5
(2) Abeut k808, 1808, "In Middle Tannessse end Southsrn Xantucky, |

. trines of the chureh, and then thunder tones denouncing sin; or again

| kne=ling heside the humble penitent at the altar of praysr, or mingling

his shoute with thoma just converted to God " #»
Y

These statements show that the Mourner's Bench was in familiar,

and parhaps quite general use smong the Methodists in 1808,

8, Allusions ¢o the Mournar's Bench in 1811-1818,

(1) In 1811-1812, in connection with the work of Renjamin Durhém.—-

# Bang, Hist, Math, Ep. Ch,, vol., 2, p. 159, |
§ Finlaey, Skatches of West, Meth,, p. 207,
*4 Redford, Meth. in Ky., vol, 2, pp.91f 92



"Cn ons occasion ke attendsd a Preshyterisn mesting in Danvilla,
Prnéidqnt Young and cthers ware prasching to attentive listenars., The
f large churck was crowded, Mourners wers called tc the 'anxious seat!,
Thare was a psuse, Mr, Durhsm rosa to his full haight and pourad forth
'2he 01d Ship of Zion', like ’'the sound of nmany watera'. If swapt ovar
the congragation and bora the pecple with it. In a continuous stream
they came to the 'anxious sest', Thaen was thers rejoicing in heaven
and on earth over repentant sinners.® =
(2) In 1812-1813, in allusion to the charaatar &nd.work of Gacrge
Sturther,--"What a skillful, expsrienced, successful worker for God
was he when the mourners-%ere st tha altar! A suitable passags of
Scripéure hridged the dark gulf for the psnitent, over which he
steppad into the land of psace and lovs. A swast verse from our in-
imitableAhymns helpsd faith tremblingly to embrace Jesus, Fearful
doubt gave way, as this men of God told thes mourner in Zion how to
give up all and find all in baliaving.," §

(3) Avout 1816, in allusions to Marcus Lindsay.--"Powsrful in ex-

horatdation and praysr, and dévoted to the sxsrcisss of the alter," =
Hers wa see that the Nournar's Bench waz e familiar and popular

practice among the Methodists in 1811-181€,

9., Allusions tc the MHourner's Bench in 1822, "The grest ravi-
val of this ghurch commsnced at ons of Father Sutton's mestings, at

the house cf Horatio Middlaton, his next neighhor. The indicstions

* Redford, Meth, in Kv., vol. 2, p. 235, .
§ Meth. in Ky., vol. 2, p. 279,
.— #% Meth, in Ky., vol. 2, p,12C,
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wars such as to suggest the propriaty of cealling for mourners; the in-
| vitation was givan, and four cams forward, of whom the Rev, F. B. Bruce
was ons, This revival continued soms three ysars--psrhaps longsr. . .

| o havé an account of a singilar cass that occurred during this revi-

val., An old man about sixty, and very dissipated and profane, cane

in a state of intoxication %0 & ms=ating at Pathar Sutton's house,
¥hean mournars wara called.for, he cams forward with others and howad
at the mournser's bhench, Soms of ths membars of the church were in

| favor of having him removed; but Father Sutton would not have hin die-

| turhad but talked kindly %o him though as in a stats of intoxication
--tcld him how he should do when he should hecoms scher, ete, That
night waak ha was at masting again, perfsctly scher, and a deeply con-
victed man. When mournars were callad for, he was one of the num-

| har, In four or fivs wesks hLe was soundly converted." & |

Thus wa find the mourner's bsnch alive =nd flourishing in 1822,

10, E mploymant of ths Mourner's Bench by C. G. Finhay. Wi,
Finnay attempted to bring pscple to a decimion in 4tha matter of their
salvation, by requesting them to rise if they desired to accept Christ;
and a faw years later, in 1825, on a singla occasion he asked those who
desired to bs savad to coms forward tc the front seat while the raest
of the congragation prayed for and with then, It was not until his
first series of meatings at Rochester, that he mads much use of eithaer

devies, hut from this tine onward the practice of inviting inquirsrs

# Redford, Meth, in Ky., vol. &, pp. 81, 82.

b - ——
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forward becsame usuel with them., This was known as ‘coning to the anx-
ious seat'",

Mr. Finney made sc muck and such conspicucus use of ths Mourn-
ar's Rench that i%, along with othar ravivalistic devices employsd by
him, has besn charactsrized as "Finneyism”. We mey consider that
thase practices wers ih a stats of full development--in their glory--
in the tima of ¢, G, Finnay. He was 2 great ravivelist and gave gréat

emphasie to tham by ths wuse he made of them in his mestings.

11. 7The Mourner's Bench in 1827-1830. ‘
(1) "An extensive ravival . . . commenced in Kentucky, in
1827, and continued thras years. ., . . In Elkhorn Assccistion, whera the
Creaths, Willianm Martin and Jeremiah Vardeman wers among the activse
lahorers, mora than 1,800 wers bhaptized in a single ysar. . .
(Vardeman ) eontinued to call on the penitent to come forward for praysr," §
(2) "At the close (of tha sermon), a much larger nuxsr cams |
forward and knalt down to bs prayad for."--Willington, Conn,, 183C.*%
Through this pariod of threes years, the practice of inviting sin-
nars forward for praysr was common, The practics of Vardeman was
only that of ons smong many, and the coming forward of "a muchk larger
numbar®, in "(2)", was doubltless only one of a great many instances

51l over the land.

12, The Mournsr's Rench in 1831, 1832,

* Vedder, Hiat, Bapt. Mid. States, pp. 152f,
§ Spancer, Hist. Ky. Bapt., vol, 1, p. 538,

** Chr, Ind,, vol,*4, p, 30,
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| (1) East Rutland, Vermont, Juns 17, 1881: YAt the close, the
invitation was given to thoss who had not praviously prassntsd them- F
sslves for prayars, who falt anxious for their soul's salvation, and = ;
deternination to sask religion jggg, to coms out inte the aisle; 18
pressnted themsslves. " %

(2) Gillieonville, S.C., Sept, 1831: "After the night serviecs,
those desirons of having the prayers of the congragation for the sal-
vation of their sculs wera desired to kneel bheforas the altar, whils the |

pious were singing the praises of Jesus, Anmid the weaping of mothaers |

and sisters--which was howevar confinad to the limits of good order-- |
almost all the unconvartsd femalas advanced tc the aisle of the maatingj
house and knelt," §

(3) Cherokees Nation, July 18, 1£31: "Nsarly the whole congrega-
tion who wars not professors came forward to he prayéd for,t ==
Y (4) Alhemarde, 1831: "At our last mesting, . . I proposed that all;
those who falt snxious for their soul's walfars snd thoass who desivad
the religion of Jesus, would manifest it by kneeling at their seats,
end of a large congreagation I do not know that thers was one that did
not bow down." §§

(5) King and Queen, August &, 1831: "When the inquirsrs wars in-

vited to coms up, we cculd not obtain seats enough for tham,™ e=+

{(8) Hopaful, Hanover, Aué‘uat, 1831: '“Poor sinnars wara invited

*, Chy, Ind,, vol, 5, p. 31,
| § Chr, Ind, vol, §, p. 255,
i #+ Chr, Ind,, vol. 5, p. 154,
,‘ §¢§ Chr, Ind., vol. 5, p. 155,

**+¢ Chr, Ind,, vol. 5, p. 155, Ry T, Tt oo AR Y
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| to the anxicus seat, and a considerable numbr came forward, and appar-

;11

sntly under grast distrese, many of whom wsre young ladies,” Y1t dn
beliavad that therse wera from eighty to a hundrad upon the anxious
sagte, all erying for msrcy. .t » -

(7) Edgefield Association, Baptist Camp-mesting, August, 1831:
"Cn the second and cn asch succssding day, the invitation was given to
those who desirsd an intersst in the prayers of saints, to approach ths ;
stand from which the gospsl was dispensed, The invitation was accept-
ed from time to time by multitudes, who with sfreaming ayas and ago-
nized hearts spprosched, eand kneeling on thas ground, entreated the ser-
vants of God to pray for them," §

(8) Winton, N.C., Amguset 12, 1831: "It is not uncommon when
thoss who have rasclved to turn their backs on the fascinating allurs-
msnte of this world to sesk the raligion of our hlassad Savior, are
invited to knasl as objects of praysr, to see 50 or more do it simul-
tan=2ously, all ocrying for mercy." ==

(a) Milesburg, Sapt, 1831: "In the svening of that day the Spirit
of the Lord was vourad cut uvon us, and affer praaching an invitation V
was given to those who felt anxzious for the salvation of thaeir soule
to comes out from tha congragation and occupy the front ssats, This
invitation was in a féw moments accaptsd by mora than twenty," §§

(10) Union Prasbyterian Church, New York Stats, 1231: “Fhen

ths sermon closad in.the avening, all who ware then determinad tc cone

¢ Chr, Ind,, vol, 5, p. 165,
§ Chy. ind. . vol, 8, p,.158.
¢+ Chr, Ind,, vol, 5, p. 140,
§¢ Chr, Ind., vol., 5, p. 309,
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to Jesus Christ, that they might have lifae, wara invitad tc tzke saests

in front of the pulpit. MNors than one hundred came and bowed the knas

befors God, and the atfentive assembly., After sermon in the evsning

(Tuesday afternoon), while the choir was singing tﬁa I Judgment Hymn'

betwasen thres and four hundrad came forward snd took tha an?ious gasts e
(11) Revival in South darolina, 1832: "An invitation was given

to mournare, if any éuch, to come forward. XNany came forward and seemsd

to ba deaply aff@etad.” §

(12) Lilesville, N.C., August 18, 1832: "At sundry tines during
the masating, when invitations wers givsn, hndrad s came forward and
prazented thansealvaes haefora the throne of grace, asking marey of God,
and requesting the praysrs of God's pecpls, On the Sabbath, when it
was known that the mournsrs could not come forward for the crowd, thay
wares raquested to knael down in their places, as many as desirad to he
prayed for, whén I havs no doudbt mors than five hundresd fall on their
kneas, and many of tham remained there until late in the night; and
the prsachers and Christiasns spent nearly the whols night in conversing
with, and praying for them.," »s

(13) Champlain, N.Y., Sept. 10, 1832: "At the closa of the
first day's exercisss, those unoeﬁ;taf'sinners‘whn desirad the prayers
of God's people, wars requestad to rise, Eight or ten only aross , .
On ths Sabbath th2s house cf God was more than crowded, . . About 100
took tha inquirsrs' seats, "§§

* Chr, Ind,, vol, 5, p. 310,
§ Chr. Ind., voel.’®, p..4G.. tJuns 29,1832, )

¥ Chr, Ind,, vol.’6, p. 136.
€§ Chur. Ind,, vol.76, p. 218,
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€14) Ravival liesstings 1832: "Aftar preaching, inquirars weras
invited to come forward snd take their seate, upon which a large com-
pany sclemnly aross and dslibsratsly advanced forward with bowad heads

and wesping myes and presented themsslves bafora the Lord." "This

~ was followad by an invitation to all the unrenawed so disposed, to

take the inguirars' seats, Many from various parts of the extensivae
crowd eagsrly pressad forward, It was a time of mourning and joy.

The youth and the gray-headsed sirs alike, humbly sclicited ths prayers
of ths radsemed," & A

Fowlis o} 1837
(15) Preshyterien Zamp-Meating, Brandywine, Del., 2882: %A1l

| who wars, indesd, anxiously concerned for tha salvation of their souls,

| wars invited to seats in tha aisle, Ths opportunity was no sconar

givsn, than a crowd pressed out to the anxious ssmts and many of then

| in such agony of soul az I had naver %afors witnessed. Tha numher was

80 great, that it was found impossibla to converss with everr individ-

ual, and an address was umade to them collsctively,! "They wars invi-

| ted onca mors to separate saate; hut the nurhar was =o grast, that

- all could net be accommodatad, Conversation, howsvar, was had with

| wors than thres hudred individuals." §

(1) Trhiladelphia, 1832: "Those penitant sinners who desired the
brﬁyers of God's pmople and daliberately rasolved to give themsslves
avay to the Savior, wers invited to coms and tske the seats irmadiste~
ly in front of thea pulpit. At firat none cama. . . At length ons young

man cams forward, Others succesded--ths munhers increasad till I was

* Chr, Ind., vol.”&, p, 254,
§ Chr, Ind,, vol.6?, p. 62,
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constrained to ask within myself, 'Who ars these?'ste", #

From the abovs shundant, original statemante, the reader can eas-
| ily ses for himsslf that great and sxtensive uses was made of the Mourn-
er's Bench in 1831-2, From ons tc many hundreds presented themsslvas
at a time, for an interest in the prayars of God's people., Many oppor-
tunitiae for axprassion wers given by the ministry, and the unconvert-
ad wers encouragéd to consider them, and avail themselves of thenm,

The rsligious atmosphere of many of the ahove statements cannot #ail

. to appear to the sympathizing and candid reader, The oceasions to
whicl they refar, were very sarious ones with a great many psopla,

Ona in rsading soms of tha ahovs etatsments can hardly pravent the
thought that we ars suraly now dealing with the golden ags of our ra-
vivalistie devices, Especially so, if he will beai in mind the fact

. that innumerable occasions of their use gll around end in every direc-
tion failad ever to find any mention whatsver in any kind of print.

The history of the Mournsr's Banch is largsly an unwritien history,

13. The Mourner's Bench in 1838--1844,--As smployed by Emsrscn
Andrevws, Baptist Ravivalist,

(1) "Scme aighty anzious sinners cams forward for praysrs at
oncs and somstimes aight or tsn would go awap rajeicing with nar hopes.®
--1838, §

(2) "An infidel . . . was struck under conviction . . . He canas

forward, prayar was offerad, and he soon yialded and healiavad, giving

« Chr, Ind.,, vol,0%, p, 89,
§ Life of Iy, Andre¥s, p. 120.
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glory tovGod."-—Palmer, N.Y., 1889, =

(8) "Nurhars csme forward avery avaning to he prayad for,"--
| Rashington, D.C. November, 1839, §

(4) "Sixty anxious souls for ths Pirst tine would come forward
- for prayers, and soms dozen ohtain: peace the sams nigﬁt,"«—?ilming-
ton, Dal., 1842, ++

(5) "I oncs eallad ocut a coupls of sssts full of 'anxious psr-
sons', befors many of the brethren had got rasdy to pray for . . thaem."
--Woodstown, N.J., 1842, §$§

(6) Saye lMr, Andrews, "At our public praysr-msatings, and mors
raetired mastings of the anxious--(we hav;) fraquently forty, scnstimes
| fifty or sixty, bowing together in ths anxious seat, asking the PrEYy -
sre of God's people, "--Filmington, Del., Juns 20, 1842, ##*

(7) We have in the sams writer, "The common routine of a pro-
tracted mesting, and seventy or aighty anxious inguirers at a timse,®
| --Jan.,1843,

(8) Alsc, "About sixty persens have heen forward for prayar,and
about thirty of them have he=n converted."--Ruasellville, Pa., 1843, §§§

(9) "Fifty-threes have presented themsslves as ohjscte of spaciel
prayer, among whom are soms of the most woriky and intslligent eiti-

zens of our town, many of whom have hasn hopefully convertdd to God,"

~-Pannsylvania, lMarch, 1844, #%%s
# Life of Andrews, p. 122, :
§ Life of Andrews, p. 190,
*% Life of Andrews, p. 147,
§¢ Life of Andrews, p, 151,
sx» Lifa of Andrews, p.193,/?%
$8§ Andrews, Kivimg Life® p, 199.
L s#x¢ Andrsws, Living Lifa? p, 203,



(10) "About sighty have presented themsalves as objects of spa-
cial prayer, most of whom are now rajoicing in the Lord,"--Pannsyl-
vania, 1844, «

Mr. Andrews refers to and employes the "mournar's bench" as praﬁ-'
tices vhioﬁ ars well racognized, and to ba used as a matter of courss,
ané without hesitation. Ha amployed the "Mourner's Bench" axtensively
hinaealf, as appsars from his fraquent mention of sams in his iorksa
In addition to ths shovs, wa have instancss of Mr, Andraws use of the
Kourner's Banck, Colerain, Pa,, 1847} Oxford, Pa., 1847; Sing Sing,¥N.Y.,

1865, The device was a live practice in lis day,

14. The Mourner's Banch in Great Britain, April, 1844,
"I well remembhar tha night, during ths revival in Brunawick
Chapsel, when" Nr, Sharm "came forward to the altar, with many others,to

s=ek salvation," §

156. The Mourner's Bench in 1844, and sarlier, as seasn by one who
opposad it.

(1) "Over a wide ssction of the land, we find it s+ill holding
ite ground without any regard to the disgracs with which it has been
overteken in the North snd East.? #=»

(2) "A larege division of " (the Lutkeran) "denomination Las i-

dentified itself openly and Zeslously with the syatem hoth in doctrine

# Andrews, hiwving Lifef:; b, 204,%%
§ Caughay, Meth, in Farnest, p, 375,
#+ Nevin, The Anx. Bsnch, pp. 157,
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and practics, Tha Lutharan Observer, which has & wide eirculation and
graat influencs, has lent all its authority to racommsnd and support
the anxious hench with its accompaninants, taking svery occasion to
spaak iﬁ its favor and making eontinmually the most of its rasults,

Tha !'ravivale! of “hs church latterly have besn very gansrally car-
risd forward with the uss of new neasuras, as may he peresivaed from

tha reports of them published from tims to time in the Bbserver, The
grsat awakening of last wintar, pronounced by the aditor of that paper
to have been probably the greatast sines the days of the apcstlas,seems
alnost avarywhara to have involved the fras use of this nsthod. Thus

ministars and congregations have hacoms axtensivaly commitéed in itse

favor; so that with many tha usé of ths Anxious Banel, and a zeal for

avangalical godliness, are considersd tc hs vary much the same thing . "»
(3) "The aytem is moving forward in full strength,” §

Accordingly the Mourner's Banch hsd a desp root in the confidsncs

- of a grast nany psopls long bafors 1844, and was then advancing in

| -mighty powar, Saya a corraspondent of 4has Lutheren Ohservar, Nov,

| 17, 1848, "I am . ., strongly convinced, as a pastor, that the so-called

' lit4le light as to the axtent to which the Mourner's Banck was usad in

'anxious bench'! is the laver of Archinades, which by ths blessing of

God can raise our German churches to that degraas of respactebilidy and
presparity in the raligious world, which thay ought to enjoy,." &

The abhove thres sxtracts from tha pen of Mr, Navin give ue not a

' his day, A3 ha saw it, wall-nigh the whole world had gons aftaer it,

* The Anxious Beneh, pp. 17, 18,
§ The Anxious Bench, p. 19,

‘—*+—Sms—The Anxious Banch, p. 18, note,
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age

It was high tine that some strong hand should %e stratched out to
stop it.

(4) Says Mr. Wevin, "Not many years sines, it stcod in vaery

- -considserable in different parts of 4he Prashyterian Church, and over g

large portion of Na¥ Ensland.! «

1&, Allusions to tha Mourner's Bench, 1860--187¢C,
(15 In the ravivalistic work of Rev, A.B. Farlas,

(a) "Prem sighty to ons hundrad cams to the front ®sats for spacial
praysr,"--Chestar, Vt,, 1887, ¢
(b) "Mere than one hundred rersene , ., knelt in the aisles and around
the desk to hae prayad for,"--1887: ==

Mr, Barla made fracuent and greast use of tha Mourner's Banch in
kis mestings. It was a thoroughly live msasure in his day,

(2) In ths ravivalistic work of the Southarn Armias,

| (a) In 1881,--"Sarvicses ars held svary night in the Baptist Church

andAthe aaate got apart for the anxtous aras fraquentlﬁ;well-nigh filled
by the scldiers, who are asking for tha braysrs of God's peapla," §%
(b) In 1882,--"Thers was an averaga of ghout twenty-five anxious seak-
ers who approached when the invita’ion was given aﬁd kneelad upon the
ground near the spot oceupiad by the Chaplain,® sss

{(e) 1In 1863,--"At every call for the anxious, the antira altar, the

* Tha Anxious Bench, p, 33,

§ Bringing in Shasaves, p. 253,

#& Bringing in Sheaves, pp, 253f.

§§ Breaat Rev, Soutlern Armias, pp.304f /09F
#** Graat Rev. Southarn Armias, PP.204f,




4 5 ‘:'- - -
. ) . e o

wav i ?acmsr LE m‘.mn: *‘mM{ \guam uud" ,ulnﬁ .-ﬁ apf -,’{ }:?"

5; sovd By | domint rvam'-si:{m’r" m;* o -mtﬁ:r -eméw‘r‘!fb n? Qﬁfh*ihfnﬂw 1

R v"

. o

* Hﬂfaur” well Vo R&!#*@ﬂ-&@ﬁﬁf

\

..Oﬁ’fx_{u;a'ﬁ-m_. dAnnel ‘h”"we:*-...r«}! edd o amimﬁli‘-, Bl
L} " : . ]

% ¥
A

Lmﬂ Q;A ﬁveﬂ m 1'r'~'r= ak‘vumrlvw adkd arl A SR

ief*teqﬁ wa‘z amaa tnew& ed# w mo ;,»-rf}mzr we o gidyie .w;:s_-z'a*‘ i)

SHESRRE S o T m& ety ,m-mm——_umrw

s ., v AT

i)

"_z'axmr;rm Lo ﬁsl&i& o E T PlepE : .' mgieT “»e-,_mr:t erm mmw acmw‘ -t &)

¥ T 35 iy 12 2..Mrf<7r{ ad o taar ol

T e

- .tmm r‘-mm,ml. o3 30 e sm{w bme a'cwmaﬁ abiefp miepf vl

vah ni f” r-g p.,_gm wu" ‘EWW a qv“ 10 ;wf‘fﬁ*!ﬁ? edd :

nsm vr-em;:m a.u 1o ;iymr Msnfig-r,i‘w M’f ol (%)

‘(

‘*r-s.ufd t;q,sn arw i :mm Yieovs b;ﬁ*{ SR ’»eniv«m‘h-,«m&g TH RN L

}

‘z*!L& ‘{*!X"“«)Iiﬂ‘&- rnm w-? o spody s wi* orl s }ap «Qmﬂn w"* Tonm

H »; eﬂr[ran(( e' hﬂ!‘ 0 *'n‘v."i:i sl «M mnm o%e aﬁ#‘f;wel:b&vs et (t‘

_"-deea smnnn evm—s;?mﬂ i mrfc w smwg z-.a eqr gge-(?"»-.“mai rI (’,r” L

‘EI -

Vi“"” ORI "’Iﬂ’m‘ M# m!wx vi{i wﬁ fﬂ!’v- vwm Ja¥- %

e AP LIRSS S




40

front six seats of the five hlocks of pews surrecunding the pulpit, and
all the sagaras thereabout ever sc closaly packed, could scarcaly accom-
modats ths sunpplicente. '# |
(d) In 18€3,--"Thers ars gensrally from thirty to fifty penitents at
the altar sach night." §

(e) In 1883,--"Prom sixty to seventy-fiva penitents at the altar

asch night " #=»

(f) In 1864-65,--*Soma Piftesn or twenty panitents presantsd themselvas

for prayaer.® §%
Many other instancae of the use of the Mournar's Bsnck in the Apr-
my might be given but the ahove ars sufficient to show that its use

was exfenecive and vary sagerly and cordially accepted by the scldiers,

17. The Mourner's Bench as seen hy the Wfiter.

(1) As amployad by Rev, Thomas Muse, in Georgia, for mors than
& half century, heginning about 1845.' This good hrothar was quite a
ravivalistie pastor. He baptizad over four thousand convsris during
his ministry, He usuelly invited sinners forward for prayer, at the
clogs of the sarmén, in revival mestings, They usually returnad to
thair placas in the congregation after coming forwérd and giving tha
preaacher the hand, Mr, Huse had great faith in thess prayer axerci-
gms in his nmaetings, H5 vaa avidently a suceess in his work as pastoyr
of churches,

(2) As employed by Rev, J. H, Conla?, in Georgié; from shout

* Grast RAv, in SOuth.Armies;ustasz.
§ Grest Rev, in South.Arm., p.313,

| #*  Gresat Rev, in South.Arm., p., 315,

e i A g0 — —
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11848,

|
|

A
| Mr. Conley was one of ths best of preachers, and was slso vary

lrevivaliatic. He ususlly condueted his mestings himself, His reli-
anca on God was very graat. He usually requested the interestéd ones
| to coms forward and oceupy front sests during praysr. His appsals

| wars vary strong. The whols ssrvies, including the invitation end

| axarcises at the Mournar's Bench, was very sclemn and imprassive,

! +

' Brother Conley was cns of tha most successful pastors in Georgia.

The ministry of Brathren Muss and Gonle§ practically closed about

!
|
itha middle of +he last decads of last cantury,--1895, Their uss of

‘r
|
| ths lournsr's Banch was practically that of their brethren in other lo-
1

| ealitien,

! ¥ 2
W In some form the Mourner's Bench is smploysd by Beptist minis-

| ters almost everywhers., In some form it may he coneidersd a common
|

{

practica throughout this graat land.

*  Sas shove, Chap, III,, =nd,
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¢HAPTER VII,

DECLINE .,

Ve may say, heare; at the cutsat, that thare has hesn no gsnsrsl
declins, There has besan, hewsver, soms variation, at diffarent ﬁinas,ﬁ
and in diffaersnt plasces, as to the particular devics used. Somstinmes, }
too, aven a denomination hés changaed its attitude towards the metter, |
Tha following raferancee will aid the resder in coming to a proper
view of thes situation,

1. The Prasbyterians and the Mournsr's Bench,

(1) In the early part ef last century, even asvoarly as 1800, tha:
Prasbyterians, or many of éham, wars friands of this device, Thay waros

faverabla to Camp-meetings, and tock part in them, 1In sc doing they f

ugad and =ndorsed the Mourner's Pench, |

|

(a) "Last year, 1799, was distinguished for ths commencszsnt of ‘

those graat ravivals of rsligion in the westsrn country, which intro-
duced the practice of helding 'Camp mestings'. . . This work commencsd
undsr the unitsd lshore of 4wo hrothars by ths nams of M'Gse, cns &
Presbytsarian and the other a Mathodist premachsr, . .. Thoughk bslonging 3
to differant denominations, those doctrines and usages by which sack |
was distinguished from the other by nc means interrupted the harmony ?
of brotheriy love, Hence thay cordially united in their nsetings and ‘
gtrengthened sach other's hands in ths work of tha>Lcrdn" * j
' |

(h{ *As the Methodists and Prashytarians were ganerally invited to-

* Beng, Hist, Meth,Ep. Ch., vol, 2, pp.1C1f, e |
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gather in%hase mestings, they tock the nams of 'General Camp Meaatings, '"e

.

(c) "VWot many ysars sincs, it" (ths Mourner's Bench) "stood in very

|

considerahlae credit in diffarent parts of the Prashyterian Chureh, ¢ |

(d) "All who wara, indsed, anxiously concsrned for the salvation of | ¢
| +heir souls, wara invited to seats in the aisle, The cppertunity was
no sconer given than a crowd prassed to ths anxious seaste "--Preshyte-

188/

‘ Do ih o}
| rian Zampsmastings, Brandy¥ine, Del., 1832, e

(2) By degress the Presbyterisns bscame unfavorable fo and gave

up Csmp-mestings and the Mourner's Bench, :
| (a) "Ths Presbytsrians ceasad to take intarsst in the mestings hecanusa |
of tha axcitem=nt which attended them. It was not in harmony with the

E ganius of that bhody."§§

(b) "Preabytarians who hed favorad these ravivals ., ., separated

themselves from hoth the old Preasbytarians, who wers suppossd t§ be
defective in sxparimsntal raligion, and too tenecious of the peculiar-
jt¢as of Calvinism, and from thosa wild fanaties ws hLave alrsady des-
cribed, and astablishad a community of their own undsr the jurisdic-
tion of what has been called'The Cumbarland Prasbytery',"--18C4, ##«

(e¢) "Not meny years since, it etood in very considsrable credit in

different parts of tha Prasbyterian Church, and cvar a largs portion

of Naw Fngland. But on this ground the thing has fairly sxplodad,

| #» Bang, Hist, Math,Ep.Ck,, vel, 2,p.111./7% -

J ¢ Navin, The Anxious Benck, p. 33.

| #* Chr, Ind,, vel,0%, p. 40.62 ;
] §8 Buckley, Hist, Meth., vol, 1, p. 3680f, '
z #** Bang, Hist, liath, Ep. Ch., vol. 2, p. 162,



I+ has hean tried and found wanting," #
(d( To the same affact are the latters of a muher of leading Presby-

tarian divines published in Spragus's Lectures on Revivals, N.Y.1833.

2, The Baptists and tha Mournaer's Bgneh.

(1) Soms of the Baptisis, mas was trus of ths Prashyterians,
joined activsly in the services of the Camp-msstings, as early as
1800, Thay therafora cooparatad with thé Prashyterians and Netho-
dists in the use of the Mournar's Banch, The mumher was linited,how- .
avar,
(a) "This was the haginning "(1799, 1800) "of that great revival of
raligion in the westarn ccuntry whieh intreduced 'Camp mestings’, Tha
psople came with horses and wagens, bringing provisions and besdding,and
others »uilt temporary huts or %ents, while all, Prasbyterians, Bapn-
‘tigts, and Methodists, united together in prayer, exhortation, and
praaching, axarting all their energiams to forward this great work.," §
(b) "The naxt Camp meeting was on the Ridge, whers there was an increass
.on pacple, and carriages of diffarant descriptions, and a great many
preoachers of the Presbyterian and Methodist brders, and soms of the
qutist;; but the latisr waere gsnerally opposad to the work,"=s
(e) "Gamp meatings . . . for many years ., ., . wars popular smong the
Baptiste of Alahama, Soms years prior to thes Civil War they werea grad-

ually abandoned," §%

* Navin,Ths Anxious Banck, pp. 337,

§ Bang, Hist, Math, Ep. Ch,, vol, 2, p. 108,
#+ Radford, Math, in Ky., vol.’2, p. 270.

§§ Riley: Hiast, Bapt. Ala., p. 78, 4
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(2) Tha Bantiate have genarally abandoned Caup-mestings; but they
have not abandoned the Mourner's Bench; that is, they have pnot ganer-
ally ahandonad it and its equivalsnts, or relatad devices, Soma, in-
stead of using tha eimplé Mournar'e Benéh, amplov the raising of hands;
rising up in the congragation; knsaling at ssats; coming forward and
giving»the hand to the minietsr, and returning to place in the congra-

gation, atec, Soms prafer the "Inquiry Room", whars thoy have the ax-

srcises of prayer, and the like, =*

3. Soms revivalists and the Nourner's Benck,

Some uss the simpls mournar's hench; eome do not, Soms
have usad it gnd ahandoned it, ons from one consideration; another
from another, "The reasons for the gradual disus= of the ‘!anxious
seat! or 'penitants'! ' hanch by some révivalists arse frankly and fairly
stated by the Rev, Orson Parker: 'For about fifi{man years I mads use
of the 'snxious ssat', till I saw that the pecpls bagan to trust in if;
and that, although thay would go to ths 'anxious seat', they would not
£0 thhrist. It had besn injudiciously used as the 'mourner’s banch!
and as tha 'anxious sest', until pmopls generally becams prajudicad
against it, So that faw would coms forward when ezllad unless some-
body went and urged them, and alnost pulled them forward,!"§ This
sams writar favors and uses %an inquiry room", Thus they &ll as a

rula,uss aither the Mourner's Banch, or something in its stead,

.

So, Mr, Moody. See The Gosp. Awak. p, 782,
Hervey, Man, of Rav, p. 79,

O W

& i b K




4. As a substitute for the Mourner's Banch, thers is with many,

as with the Presbyterians, an indorsemant and uss of the 'Inquiry Room',

' This mests their wishes as regards the manner of quiat, order,ete,

At the same time, it is employsd for muck the same gensral purposs as
ths Mourner's Beneh., Thus it remaine a fact, that the Mourner's Baench,

in soms form, is today employsad far and near, It has not passed a-
#_

| way. It ig not going to pass away,

¢ Compare Spragus, Lect, on Rev,, Apn., pn. 331f,

!
|
s

|
|
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CHAPTER VIII,
HELPS TO0 THE GCAUSE.
As in other métters, #o heres, psopla stand divided in their sen-
tipants, The writsr is glad to be abla to.recerd hers, kowevar, the
opinions and convictions of men who ware frisnds of thess messuves, ami|

who made us= of ther in their work. Let us notes the following,

1. Fnecouragemant to the workers, "In the evening the day hegan
to dawn; after sermon an invitation was given for mourners {0 cons [
foyward for praysr, § or 6 presentsd thamssalves; after prayer one mors
casme, end one the least arpactad; this gave us frach courega W--Im--
leys Town, N.J., Jul, 6, 1831, =*

2, Opportunity for ccnvékﬁéén with tha Tntarsatad,

(a) "Particular s@ate ware assigned for the anxious and inquiring,
and these wars usually well filled, The ministery in attendsnce has

thus fraquent opportunitias for eonversztion with those who ware disposed

to ask the way to Zion. Thus that drsaded instrument of front sests,

Specisl preying, and psersonal conversation, about which there is a dole-

ful squasanisknsss even smong sope who affact to be in faver of protraec-
ted mestings, was wielded to good effact."—-Prasbytq?i;n Cemp-masting,
1832, §

(b) "Among the meane which God has =ignally bhlessed in carrving
forward ravivals cf rsligion, msatings for personal econversation with

the awakened are found to hold an important placa, Thess nestings are

# Chr, Index, vel, K, p. 51,
§ Ohr, Index, vol.7#, p. 273, gy W R
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by common consant anlled Inquiry Mestings, in distinetion from all oth-
ars,t * |

(e¢) "I astablishad inquiry . . maatings socn after I came hare,
i and have continued them without interruption., . . unto ths present timas,
-=Ne . . . have found them sxcssdingly ussful . t--May 29, 1821, §

(d) "Whers the Lord has pourad out his Spirit, good ministers
have always encoursgad inquirers to come to them for personal convarsa- |
tion and a2dvics, sither singly or saeveral togetker; but ¥har= a graat
many awakened sinnere have naaded their atiention at the sams tine,
they have found it impossible tc mest them all, and ;ay aven a faw words)
tc ther at the eritical stazes of their nasd of -instruetion--perkaps

the turning point of thair immortal destiny. The question was, Can any|

thing hes done to bring all tha inquirers within our reack, sc that in a |
gingle hour wa may laarn the state of fity or a hundred snxious =ouls,
that dsmand our immediate attention? At this eritical point, God

put it into the heart of =omshody, no matter who or where, to invita all
who ware anxious to mest their pastor at a given time and place. It was
found that in this way the desirad ohjemet nmight he seccmplished without é
taking time which could not be sparsd from other duties that always 5
press hard during a revival, . . When Mr, Nettleton was in the midst
of his rsmarkable carser, . . he hsld inguiry mestings., . . and falt ‘

that in the midst of & largs raevival he could not do without them. " &

(e) "Thua the work began snd incrsessed; end the Lord megnifiaes

* Jumphray, Rav, Sketch., 343, 5
§ Soragus, Lect, on Rev. App., p. 298, ‘
#*% Humphrey, Rav, Sketek,, pp. 343f,
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the riches of his frae grace in earrying on his work hy simpls means,
lle is a sovermsign agent; he can and does work when and whara ha plasses;
nd hy stong means, weak mseens or no masns." # |

(f) "God may design such indication! (as is mads by rising, or
coming to the Mourner's Baneh for praysr ) "as mesns 40 an and to strength-
en faith and effort{ in kis pscpls, and aid sinners upward tc the eross
cf Christ., That this is the cass, seems avidant from the new lifas and
interast to be-sesn in even the most conssorsted Christians, as they
LT and‘hQar man say: 'I want you to pray for me', Alsc from the in-
craased earnsstness in the struggling sinnsr, Thase axpressions aid
Christiens into dssper sympathy with the iﬁtarasted, and 8ncour:gs the
.interested to commit,thamselvnelfully to the axareiss of faifh." §i

3. Decision and Commitment,

(a) lr, Hoody was asked, "Is it best to put a test question in a
Chureh, asking thoss that are anxious for thsir sculs to rise, or ra-
ther to go to anothar roomf" Mr, Moody--" I think so. ., . What you
want is to gat them to do sorething they doh't want to do, and it iz a
#reat eross for pacple generally té riss for prayer; but in the very
act of doing it, they ars vary often blessed, It ié latting their
friands know that they ares interasted, and are on the Lord's sids, I
have found, in the last thres years, that it has h=2n a grsat help to ug." ##

(b) "For a long time I called upon the convieted to riss up for

praysrs. There is somsthing gained hy thia, hut not as mueh as is

* Burkitt & Remd, Oh, Hist., p. 209,
§ Chr., Ind,, Oet, 19,1809, art. "Mourner's Renck",
## Moody, The Gosp, Awakening, p. 751,




supposed. It brings a zan one step'forvard as an inquirer, and may
despen his convietion, hut he often trusts in the praysrs of Christ-
iane, and hangs upon them until he is shaken off and mads to feel that
Christiens cannot sﬁve him," »

(e) ™This meeting has ., . . eonvinesd us more than we were hafcre,
of ths propriety and utility of prassing sinners to an irmediate deeis- L
jon by lesading them %o sct. "--Revival Meating,Champlain, N.Y,, Sept.
10, 1832, §

(d) "The 'anxious seat’,'the rising for prayers, and the attend-
snee at inquiry meatings ware simply devicas to maks ons whoss eonscience
ves rousad and who falt a desirs for salvation commit himself by taking
scms public stand, He (Mr, Finney) rightly judged that this was more
than Ealf the hattle, and that when pscple wers induced to take this
step, if they weras really sincars, they wers not far from the Kingdom
of God", ##

(e) "One thing that mads our ons c'elock me=ting sc interaesting
today was, a yougn men got up and said: 'My sister and my mothser are
very anxious tb have ma bacoms a Christian, and I myself want to.'!

I said: 'Thank God for that; that man has mors coursge., He is willinc;
to let the world know that hs wants to ha on the Lerd's sida,! I nev-
ar yat have seen a man who cams out bholdly in thet way but that he

surely turns out all right at last.” §§

+ Hervsy, Man, of Revivals, pp.79f,

§ Chr, Index, vol.”#, p. 218,

#% Vadder, Hist, Rept. Middle States, p. 153.
§§ Moody, The Gosp. Awakening, p. 227,



(f) '"Whan I stopped spesking, two men and thBir wives rose up
. . and, witk trembling, cams forward, and asksed me to pray for them,
thay being‘psrfeat strangars to me, . . They all soon aftserward ohtained
hope in the Lord and wars baptized." =

(g) "Those who are, for thesa or like reasons, oppossd tc the
'anxious seat', do not deny that it is important tc eall sinners to an
immediate deciesion, and also to an immediate menifestation of that de-

eision," §

4, An Awakening of Interast in tha Paoplae,

"lirs., Gillam eame forward and knesled down at the tshle, with one
or two more, The people had never s=an an instence of the like bhefora,
and bsholding their great desire for the salvation of their souls go
earnestly axpressed, it had a very graat sffeet on ths psople; and Bro-
ther Mosas Gillam, the husband of Mra, Gillam, seemed graatly affacted,

So that we had a kappy mesting at last,! »#

5. A Means of Convietion,

(a) "Shaking hands while singing, was a means , , to further the
work, The ministers used frequantly, at thke closs of worship, to =ing
a spiritual song suited to the oecasion, and go through the congragation
and shake hands with the pacplae; and saversl, when ralating their sx-
| parieanes, ., ., deelared that this was the first means of their convietion,
. « Giving the pscple an invitation to eoma up to he prayed for, was

alao hlessed, . , It had a powarful effect on the spmctators to ses
¢ Taylor, Hist, Ten Churchkes, 2nd ad., p. 47&-
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[ their wives, their hushands, children, neighbors, ete,, 80 sclieitous

| for the salvation of their souls; and was somatimes a mesns of their

ecnviction " #

(b) "Some of the ecandidates mentioned their first convietions as
heing occasioned by witnessing the scens of psnifent sinners going up
publiely to raceive an interest in the prayers of the chureh,"--Sa-

iem, N.J., Aug, 10,1831, §

6. A lmsans of Convietion and Conversion,
(a) "I alao spcoks at night at the Camp, and then called up the

mourners to bs prayed for. Sevaral found pesacs, hacksliders ware ra-

i elaiped and Christians quickenad =znd conforted,'--Long Island, May 18,

1805, &
(b) "At the closs of the mesting, he, . ., told them, 'that if

thera was any persen in the congregation who desired to go to hesaven

or bs convarted, if he would coms up to the pulpit, he would pray to tha

Lord for him,' , . . At length a young man.cams, with tears in his
ayms and racuested his prayers, Some months after this yvoung man was
converted and related his experience at a Union'Meeting, . . and de-
ealrad this was & mesn in the hand of tha Lord for his convietion and

convarsion; and said he was a thousand times obligad to the man for

|
|
|

|
praving for him; and ten thousand to the Lerd for putting it in the mind|

of his minister to do so," §$ |

# Buprkitt & Reed, Ch,. liist., pp. 149,150,

§ Chr. Index, vol, 5,p, 140,

#¢ VWritings of Lorenzo Dow, p, - 234,
$§8 Burkitt 2 Besfl Ch. Hist.  pp.242€, =~ . 0 DI o
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(e) "While lisisning to the ralstion of axpariences, I have cften

‘ wished that some of our good brathran who ars cpocsed to ‘anxicus seets,

front hanches, 'ete, ,could bs prasant toc hear the simple narrative of

these newhorn souls, and lesarn from them their feelings and views, when

thay kave taksn tha seats designated for mournars; or when their conm-

| panicns in sin have laft them, and stspped forward to manifsest their de- |

aira for an interest in the prayers of God's paeopla, If under such
circumstancess their hsaris did not melt and their vprejudicas smspor-
ata, T should coneluds that they were harded than the nsther millstons,

?

and colder than'Gresnland's iey mountsins,'"--Great Valley Clurch, Pa.,

Nev, 28, 1831, #

7. An Obstacle, or an Occasion of Blessing,

(a) "In ths ca=s of the anxious sinner, this act of surrender is
at ones followad by a changa; it is the first stsp in the way of sal-
vation, The rahallion in his heart is gona. . . He perhaps had said,

'No one shall know my feslings until I am eure I am a Christian'; yet

Ve

now hs is heard in'the ercwded assembly asking for prayesr. Or, perhaps, |

he is the first to mcespt the invitation +o zo forward with thoss who
are snxiole, althcugh he kad asserted that he never would take‘such a
step." §

(b) Mr, Moody was as=kaed, "What would you say to a psrson vhoe ra-

plies,'l can bs a Christian without rising for prayer'? Ilr, Moody--'I

|

|

1

should say most carteinly he could; hut as 2 gsonaral thing he won't,!'M *%

* Chr, Index, vol. 5, p. 378,
§ Darle, Bringing in Sheaves, pp. 212f,
#% Joody, Gospsl Awaksening, p, 752,
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(a) "Dr, Skinnar made s solawn axhoriation to ths impenitent--
mesting the objection 'it is not nessary for ms to comse out', by show-

ing them that it threw their minds into such a statse that they must act,

and that under ths circwmusiances it night bs necessary to their sal-
vation,to taka a stand for Jasus Christ as open and publie as their
stand against him had heen.,"® --Philadslphia, 1832, =

(d) "Scms vears ago, while angagaed in a ma=sting in Massachusatts,

T mat with a lady who had besn an sarnsst and sinscere sssksr aftiar

Christ for five yaars, Ska had heen graatly prajudiced szeinst what

1
|
|
|

sha eallad an 'anxious seat'; and had been taught that God's pardening

lova could be found in one placs as well as another, and, consequently,
the particular seat in & mesting house eould mska no difference, ., ,'1f
this is so,! said she, 'Thy ask me to taks an anxious seat?' The
matter sasmad so¢ clear to har own mind, that she deliberately said, 'I
will naver g0 to an anxious seat to ba convertaed,'"--But she was navsr

convarted till she hecame willing to zo $to the 'anxious sesatt, §

8. Influsnce cn the Churches, ate,

"The influsnes of this pariod of ravivalism" (the tines of Finnay,
1825, and cn, when the Mourner's Bsnch and related davices wers most
Tfrasly us&d) "on the life and growth of tha churches was profound, and
manifastad itaalf in meany ways. . . The vital piety of the Churches
Was confeagzedly graater, Raligion beacame a more real thing to wen, a

thing affseting their avaryday lifs., . . It had a great aff=ct on the

# Chr, Index, vol.b?; D 89.

& Earls, Bringing in 3keaves pp, 118.120, 0

w
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|
|

oraaching, To a large extznt it banishad tha written sermon from the
pulpit, and made the praaching of all--aven of thoss who eontinued to |
raad thsir ssermons--mors psrsonal aﬁd pungant. A esrtein type of dee-~ |
trinal sermon disanpeared by degraes, The influsnas of evangslism du-
ring this period was also to simpldfy pulpit style, Prazchars no long-
[

ar indulged in florid rhetoris and stilted language but talked to men

in ths languege of Qrdinary 1lifa, " #

# Vadder, Hist, Beptists in Middle Statses, pp. 1ASfL,
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& HAPIT R TX;

HOW, WHEN AND VWHAT?

; 4 "Many and various ars the delusions of the anxious, Thase

|

should he found ocut and ramovad," =
|

2. "Awaksned sinners . . should he taught that Jesus is their Pirst
and only rafuga, and tharafors they ars to renouncs =2ll idsas of prap-
aration, sslf-dspsndsnca, and even of gslf-complacsncy," ata, §

3. In the Ingquiry Room, "az in the casce of the 'snxicus meat’,
cara must be axsrcised to se2e that it helps p=ople towards Christ . ® **i

4, "No eppeal should avar ha mads to the convietad or tha anxious |
tq.rise, to lift up thair hands, or to cou= forward, unless ths leadasr |
of 4the resting is assured hsforshand that thers ars some who are will-
ing to. do so, Uregeﬁt and rapsated sxhortations, to which thara is no|
respons=e have = vary unhappy affeet." §§

H. M"As in evary othsr part of God's serviee, so hars all things

should 'be done dsesntly snd in ordar,'--I Cor, 14:40." ===

* Harvey, Man, of Rev,, p. 81,

§ Hervay, Man., of Rav,, p. 84,
#%  Hervay, Man., of Rav,, pp, 782,80

§§ Hervey, Man. of Rev,, p. 83,
#*%  (Chr, Tnddx, Oct, 19, 1899, art, 'Mourner's Banch', : ;
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0 H AP R W R X,

1. Miseellanaous, r
(a) "Pour praying wives" ware "sitting by the sids of their un- |
convartad hushsnds. . . Bafora long thoss wives ross and requestsd
prayer for their husbands,® L ; |
(b) "Isaac C, Douglass, , . diad Jan, 18, 1851,  He was 2 mermhar
¢f the Mathodist Church for something like fiftaen ymars as a mourner,
A 1i%%le ovar a year befora ha diad he found the pearl of graat pries.m§
(e) "Golo Jones , ., tried to rise for prayers in tha maszting but |
'was hinderad! as if he wara tied down, '" *=
(d) "YMot less than thras hundrsd anxious souls raqussted us to

pray for them, many of them rising for praysrs in their carriagss and

]

on the ground outsida of the masting-houss, as not mors than half of th
aongragation, it was haliaved, wera ahle to g2t inside,"--New Bruns-
wiek, 1853, §% g

{(a) "Wa baliave one thousand h=oplm wars axnossd tc tha rain i
without any shalt=2r; and som2 erying, somes convulsed to the ground, some

begging the ministers to vnray for tham; and they cemposedly stood and

raceivad *he fulling shower without ever bhsing diaperaed.”-uAug.,1803.#&&

* FEarle, Bringing in Sheaves, p, 296,
§ UeFarran, Meth, in Tenn., p. 62,
** Andrswe, Paarls of Worlds, pp, 1727,
§8 DParle, Bringing in Sheaves, p. 68,
#%# Burkitt & Reed, Ch, Hist., p. 1H7,



{£) "While I was preaching, a convieted man eried out aloud for

merey. I siopped, went down %o his paw, talked and prayed with him; and

in 2 momant he'rejoicad, Qalieving.‘"—-Oxford, Pa,, 1847, =»

(g) "A little girl of tan vears was econvsrted, and asked her mcth»? v
ar if she prayed; and in rsply was asksed to pray. . . The daughter, on
tha next evening, brought har wothear to ehurek and to ths ‘anxious ,
éaat', and soon we heard har rsjoieing,"--Kensirgton, Pa,, 1841, § ;

(h) "Father Angus was ninsty-thre= vears old, cams out for pray- ;
srs, was soundly convertad, and was soon haptized."--Sing Sing, W.Y.,
1855, #»

(i) "I have held praysr-nsetings in my own regiment until %=n

o'!elock many a night, and,'after closing, the hrathran would all ra-

|

)
tirs to ths woods, frequently accompanied hy half a dozen mournsrs, and |
|

) : |
thers, with no other covaring save the open canopy of heaven, pour out |
|
|
their souls in husble supplication at a throns of grace, oftsn ranain-

ing until aftar midnight M- , 1862, §§

(j) "The mayor, the sheriff, sevaral ohysicians, lawyers, and W
business men, eame forward, st one tima, undsr desp ecnvietion, and j
knalt with the anxious,” =e#

(k) " said, 'Mpr. O0lin, if you will come to the front seat we

will pray for you now', Tha s2cond or third avening after thias, Mr,

# Lifs of Andrews, p. 181,
§ Lifa of Andrsws, pp, 145f,
#% Life of Andrews, p. 170.
§8 Graeat Rev, in Southern Arm,, pp. 254f,
##3 Darle, Bringing in Sheaves, p. 314,
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|
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| |

0lin ross in our me=ting, and urged us to pray for kin, I asked him ;

2f hs would coms forward and let us pray with him; he said, 'Ves,eny- ;

wharae, if God will only have maercy on se¢ graat a sinnar';" ® | ;

(1) A young lady slights,and becomas doomsd,--1833, § }

(m) An old man hacomes eonvieied, and is ssved.--Tloyd, N.Y.,lszgi

{n) "A deaply convieted yoimg lady conecludsd to sta& awgy from thﬁ
fanxions sest'! and give up seesking religﬁ&n",ata. -~Washington, D.C.,

1839, §§--Shae did this at her own graat cost, It is always a dangesr-

ous thing to draw hack from an affort to sa2k and serve tha Lord,

/

2, Spescial Classes and Special (Casas, |
(a) Derision,ste, --How Brought to a Close,

(1) "A pair of twin brothaers agread, and came forward to the 'front
geatal, to make derision, hut bHacame powerfully convieted thers in the
vary act, eried aloud for mercy,.fell to the floor in grsat agony,'wal-
lowing, foaming', and groaning, ®--1838, #s=
(2) "0On Saturday night the work broks cut, Two rings weras formsd for
tha mournsrs when the powsar of the Most High was displayed in a most

signal manner, The combined forees raised in oppesition to the work

hacame alarned.v Soms ran up and sprang into the rings, threwing away

their flasks of whisksy, fell upon their knees, and sarnestly prayed foﬂ

merecy. Othars, equally alammad, threw away thair hottles and ran into

* Bringing in Sheaves, pp. 85f, ;

§ Lifs of Andrasws, p. 121, a
#% Lifs of Andraws, », 122, L
§§ Life of Andrews, p, 130,

#*»* Lifa of Andrsws, p. 12l,
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the woods, whars thair shrieks and crifs wara heard in various direc-

tiens."--near Cynthiana, 1818, +

(3) "A lsadar among pleasurs ssskers: Thia man, for some raason,

rose in the-meating and asked praysrs for four persens, pursly in ds-

rision, Ha gzt down; hut the sport was gone; deep convietion of ain

gmized him; and now, in honest egony of soul, he eried for mercy for A

nimsslf.®  § ' |
(b) Granade and others,

(1) "It seems that about the yaar 1490, it was announcad that a stran-

ger ‘the wild man', would prsach at Acuff's Chapeal on a eartsin day,

|

The day arrived, and with it a vast conecourss of psople wers assenmblad, h

anxiously awaiting the appearance of the 'wild man', At length Mr,

Granade cams, and after zpohding a little tims in the grove nsear by,camei
forth shouting and praising God, Thes affect was wondsrful on the con- E
greagation, He told the psopls that he had besn driving ths devil before%
kim for threa hundred miles, he (the davil ) elossly contssting svery |
ineh, till in the grove, just up thars (pointing with.his fingsr to the ;
hill whenece he came ) 'I obtained a complete vietory over his infernal ‘
majesty, 1Ia is now routed in complete diserder, and I, thank God, :

havae the fiald without a rivall’ Than announeing his text, ha procoe"—i

5d to praach the unseesrchabls richas of Christ." &= ;
1
(2) "An infide) . . was struck under convietion ., . . He came forward,?
praysr was offared and he soon yielded and heliaved, giving glory to i

God,"'--Palmer, N,¥, 18392, &§

* Redford, Math, in Ky., vol. 2, pp. 313%,
% Earle, Bringing in Sheaves, p. 309, ;
## MdFsrrgn, Meth, in Tenn., p. 105f. §§ Lifa of Andrews, p. 122,

i
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(3) "A man who was hers last night szid tc a friand,'l am coming to-
morrew inte the inquiry rcom', Ha feil dead twenty minutes hefors
thres o'clock this aftarnoon." »
‘{(e) Children Asking Praysr,

(1) A "littls hoy . . eams to ﬁe, with tsars on his faes, and asked me
to pray that Jasus vould forgive and savs him," § |
(2) "Coming in one worning, with tears on her face,'she said, 'Mr,
tarls, I cams up hara to givs my heart to Jesus, I feel that I ﬁm a
graat sinnsr, Will you pray for ma?'! I roaplied, 'I will pray for
you, Elia, and I een pray in faith if you see that you are a sinner; 3
for Jasus died for sinners,'?--Ella Gilkey,--1860-81, #=
(8) "As Brother Farle closed his labors with us (at Saxton River, Vap-|
mont ). . an intsrasting company of little girls wers gathered in the ves-
tihule, waaping, and desiring to speak with him, Whsn asked by hinm |
what they desired, with sobbing and'taare thay said, 'We are all sinnere,
~and want you to pray for us', He knsalt in their midst, and in siuple
faith ecommended them to God.," §%

(d) Dr, Yarkes, This man "was so ecnvietad that he pat up in i
his offica slespless for three nights, till, eoming forward for prayorsl
ona morning ha falt the hurdeﬁ roll--a happy change--bafors he rsached |
the front s8at, and then testified aloud for Jesus,"--Phosnixzville,

18 40
Pa,, 1849, 4=

* Moody, The Gospsl Awakening, p. l22.
§ Farle, Bringing in Shesvas=, pn. 237,
*% Earle, Bringing in Sheaves,pp. 112.'/f
§§ Bringing in Sheaves, p. 2064,
##* Life of Andrews, p. 143,
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C HYAYP 'R'R YT,

MATTERS UNOCLASSIFLED,

(a) "Thers sesmad to he graat fear of parsonal addresses, and of

any 'innovationsz or exiras',."--About 1830, =
! (b) "He (Mr, Patterson) szcusdd himsalf for not riming for prayers
whan the general invitation was given, but said 'he felt his need!" §

(e¢) "As usual, the hvmn was started, 'Come humhla sinnar', #e.—-

} (a) "Whitfiald and Edwards nesdsd no nev measires to maks them-

g selves falt.," &%

e (@) "Man may he savingly banafitied bhv the instrumentality of

? means which all would units in condemning.," ##=

;‘ ‘(f) "It is unszfe to argus from the prasent effact of any naw

| system, that it is better than the old, It may accompliwh mor= in s

wesk, but not so much in a year, It may bring a greatsr number of per-

i sons into the visibls kingdom of'christ, but not se many into his spir-
itual kingdom." ~--Amhsarst Collegs, Mass,, Apr, 10,1832, §§8

|

} (g) "We have always taught, that s penitent mournsd or was pained

| on this vary aceount, becsuss ha £31%, he was not in ths faver of Ged,

but had the wrath of Ged avhiding on him,"--Jokn Weslay, #x»=

|
* Life of Andrews, p. 119,

i § Andraws, Psarls of Worlds, pp. 174 £,/75

|#* HNevin, The Anxious Banch, p. 4l.

§§§ Nevin, The Anxious Bench, p. 57,

*#*2 Spragus, Leet, on Rev,, App., pp. 2612,
§88 Sprague, Leet, on Rev., App., pp. 332f,
*»w¥x  Lives of the Wesleys, p, 480,
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(k) "I hed intended to have pressnted vary hriafly soms visws on |
the messures amployad for the promotion of ravivale; but considering
that the subhject is fully and safisfactorily discussed in your work, and
ahly alluded to in the letiers sppanded to it, I hava on further reflac-
tion dsamed it most propsr to withhold them," --New York, Juns 10,1833,
-=T, Dafits, » -

(i) ™A preascher =aid to (Sam) Jones: ‘At lsa~t é hundred psopls
in the audiencg looks 1like they wers anxious to sesk Christ, Why |
don't you eall them up?! 'I nevar kill hogs till I get the water

hot.'" said he, §

Inguiry Meetingq.
(a) "& , ., numhsr of sslsctad workers served in ths thres in-
guiry rooms," %

(b) "Sc long as inquiry msstings ars hald in ehurehes, thers
ghould bs no diffieulty in providing a suffieient supsrintendenca and
an adequate supply of assistsnes, hoth male and famale, for privats
conversation and prayer.® §§ --

{(e) "I find, i;%ﬁnion maestings, it is best to ask" ths inter-
asted "to go right into ths othar room, and talk to them thers.? s#s

(d} Usually, at the closs of an evaninz sarmon, I new lat all

leave who wish while the paople ars singing and invits all to rsmain

who will for private eonvsersation, and sc turn the whole houss into

* Oonragua, Leet. on Rev., App., p. 384.

§ Sam Jonass' Sermons and Sayings, p. 108,
## Jloody, The Gospel Awakening, p. 33,

§§ Harvest Work of thes Holy Spirit, »n. 173,
*+% ioody, The Gospsl Awakening, B, 752,



| an inguiry room, Aftor a faw avenings vevry few will leave, and men

| and woman will remain to b8 conversed with, and many will bs converted, |

. who would never get up and lecsave thair seats and comes to what is t=rmed

| the 'anxious seat', And yet in thia, as in ths ecase of the 'anxious

; and inquiry mestings way all safsly be employed, " #

saat', cars must he axercisad to sas that it relps paopla toward Christ,

So long as that is the standard, 'anxious smeats', rising fer prayars,

(s) *If I was prsaching, and triad to rouss men to flas from the

wrath to coms, I would havs an inquiry mesting aftarward,"§

(£) "Incuiry mestings have, I heliaeve, bheen much parverted from j

thair original cbject, Thae graat use ¢f an incuiry mesting is to en-
ghlas the minister to commanes with thcse whom it would be hatter fo

ass more privately, but who ars too numerous tc allow his seeing all \

:
' |
of thar often enough at their separate houses, 1t should ha sirietly i

an opportuhity for him to inguira ef tham and thsy of him,"stc.--Brook-

lyn, April €, 1832, ## J

Campbell and Cewphellisn,
(a) "Attention was particularly diractad to the practice™(of

the Mournar's Benck ) "ahout 1827, bhacausa it was then first cpposed,

add that hy the followers of Alexsndsr Camphedl, who oppesed almost
avarything in religious practiez that did not originate with the would-he

gr2at reformar.” ¢

* Harvey, Man, of Rev,. /p. 80,
§ Moody, The Gespel Awsk,, n, 755, g
*¥ Spraguas, Lect. on Rev., App., p. 312, ;
§¢ Spenesr, Hist, Ky, Bapt., vol. 1, p. @693, —



(b) "All wild and fanatical saects employed it, with esqual sue-
eass, Camphellites, Winsbrannarians,and Universslists, show tﬁe sama
powar, when nseassary,in produeing raevivals undsr this form " #

(e) As a natural rasult of tke influencs cf Camphell, sbout the
year of our Lord 1820,"Cppositicn to &ll enterprises, having for their
ohjset the salvation of men," hegan to show itself. In 181€, objec-
t;on to "the ealling on sinnaers in our congrsgetions, to rspent of theirn|
sins, and helieve the gospél," ete,, showed itself, In 1829, and 1283C,

"songs of praiss, prayers for divine marey, the regsnersting power of

the Holy Ghost, preaching from Seripturs tsxts, exhorting sinners to

prav, end releting the dealings of God with the soul ware mads subjects

of jearing eontsmpt and derision," §

Miscallaneous,

(a) TFinney and his lastings, ¥Mr, Finney was = Preshytaerian,

. » lany of his meatings weras keld in connsction with Baptist ehurches
or in towns whare these participatsd in ths bensfits of the gensral :
|

religious awakening," == i
(b) Adam Clark and his oppositien., "Saw Adam Clark; , . . his j

mind was mads up against the Camp mestings in Amaerica as hsing improper.;
. . It seamed to me from eircumstancss, that he had got his mind hurt %
|

| and prejudiesd, through the abuse of revivals, which caused him to fix i
' I

kis mind on one invariahle rule as & eritarien fer direction, viz:

¢ Nevin, The Anxious Banch, p, 45,
§ Spenesr, Hist, Ky. Bapt., pp. 607,617f, 7
#* YVaeddar, ilist, Bapt., Midd.States, p. 153, |

% - — _— - —— -
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tha cld system ordsr--for hs sesmed determined not tc listen teo any
argumant, which might bhe adduced to solve the query."--England, July, f
180&, =

. {e) The Mourner Benck Systan, "The sysism in cusestion is. in ite

L
\
|
- . 9 « s » . 2 |
prineinie and soul neither Calvinisn nor Luthersnism, but Wesleyan |
Mathodiem." § r

- {d) Measures then and now, "The maasuras which have bean adopted,
|

and to a graet axtent ths raesults which have haen witnassed, havs forﬁa@

_ o melencholy contrast to thosa which havs characterizad the revivals

with whick I have heen convarsant in formsr days; 4{hough it givas me
{

pleasure to stats my convietion that the extravagsncies whieh hava pre-

Vuiled,among us ars gradually subsiding, and thet our churchsas ares gan—’
|

arally hecoming mors dasply imprasssd with the importancs of adhering ﬁ
; n

to the great prineiples of gospel ordar." --Clinten, N.Y., Aug, 25,18334
: |

(@) Commitment.  "luck has basn dona of late to lead aWaksned sin-

ners to commit themsslves, in order to gat them ovar that indecision

and fear of man which have kept them hack, and to render it impossiblae
for them to raturn with eonsistency,."--Williems Collage, Jan, 20,1832.§§

(f) Singing with invitation. "To raquest any class of parsoms |
to retire,‘or te propose taking up a colleetion during the singing of

hymns is unfriendly to good ordar and heartfelt and ravarent worship,

This is the rule; an ercsptional ease is that of inviting the anzious id¢

Writingas of Lorenzo Dow, pp. 273f,
Nevin, Ths Anxious Reneh, p. 7.
Sprague, Leet. on Rev.,, App., p. 881.
Spresgus, Lset, on Rev,, App., pp. 368f,

o

o %
w %
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coma forward or pass into the inquiry room whils a hymn of invitation
or appsal to this vary class of psrsons is haing sung." #

(g) Mourner's Banash and Ravival Praysr-meeting, "The 'anxious
geat! and tha ravival praysr-nssting are éometimas randarad ineparativae
by a resort to prayer bafors aeither the Christian worksrs or the seak-§

ars have learned what are the things that ars to be asked of the Lord."

~

1

|
i

* Harvey, Man, of Rav,, p. 80,
§ Hervay, Man, of Rav, p. 81,
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CHAPTRERR XII,

PRESENT ANSWER TO PRAYER,

1. "A poor woman in despairy, . Charles Wesley ‘“showed har the
gospal plan of salvation; a plan founded in merey and love to lost,
parishing sinnars, She recsivad what he said with all imaginsble ea-
gerness, When they had continued sems tinas togethar in prayer for
har, sha rose up a new crasatura, strongly and explieitly dsclaring her
faith in the blood of Christ, and full parsussion that cha was accept-
ad ih hin,"--England, Junse, 1933. *

2, Mrs, Rice ‘'"with grest sppesrance of contrition. . . raquasted
our praysrs and while prayer was thus offering up to God she ohtained &
ﬁappy daliveranca, which she openly professed and was soon afterward
baptized,?--About 1786, §

3. "I spcke in the aftarnoon on senctifieztion, About thres
thousand rosa up in covanant, sundry of whom cama up to hs prayed for,
and smongst tham thras young women, two of whom were prayerless thras
days 5efore, and caie with ms; ona of tham found parden in a faw min-
utes and shouted the praise cf God; the othar was delivered shorily;
and -the third, who owned. ths Pamp-ground found deliverance thet night."
--August 29, 185, %

4. "An invitafion was given tc mournsars, if any sueh, to coms for-
ward, H;ny eemas forward and =ssmsd to he dasply affacted, and one awong

that numbsr ohtained & hope ¥hilae in the aet of prayver,"--Revival,South

* TLivas of the Wesleys, p. 104,

§ Taylor, Hist. Ten Churchas “p. 102,

L »% Wpitings of lorsnze Bew,Ap_agq4_m~n-_; AR P B P LM T,

r S
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Garclina, Juns 28, 1832, #

5. "Saveral facts ars on racord to the affeet that psrsons of high
golf-ragzard have found pesce whila on their way to the tanxious s=at',
What was required of thewx was submission to ths will of the Lord, V
As soon as they surrendsrad prids and wilfulness, they ohtained the
hopa of pardon," § ' - _ i

8. ™/any happy sxparieness dats to these particular oecsesions as i
scopass of thousand of intslligent, consacrated Ckristians would joy-
fully attest." w*

- _f-‘-———o-———---‘-—_——.-—_.——_——-_-----———--—-—._.——__—..—-_‘_.-—.._-..-A-...‘_

* (Christian Index, vel,’8, June 29, IB832.lt. 40
§ Hervey, lan, of Rewivals, ». 8l.

-

## Chr, Indax, Oet, 19, 1892, art, 'liournsr's Rench'.
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CHAPTER XIII,

ARGUMENTS POR AND AGAINST, : J

It is propsr to nots heras,

1 Things that cannot withk justice he hrought as Argumsnts aga:nﬂt

tha Mourner's Bének, This is trus,
(1) 0f matters coming undar the head of, or growing out from,
pure and simpls prajudiea, It appliss, ; i

{a) To "anemias of Ravivals", who are "afraid of inquiry me=tings,

f

. . anxious esesate,&e.", but havs coms into that conditicn without im-

partial investigations of facts, and from soms ynworthy motive., #

(b) Te persens who have hacoms vrejudiesd through ths injudicious

practice, or unfaverable reprsssntations, of others, #§ §
4 |
(e) Te thoas who are metuated hy various prajudices from vhatev~ i
é
1

|ar cause, ¥

{(d) Teo any parsocn or pcllcy that would deal with the suhﬂect SN

~ fors all axamination", and take it "fer grantad that” this or that

i
|
parficially, and "pronounce" upon "resulis" as "valueless and vain®, "be-
l
V
|
!
|

"will not stand", §3%
* Chr, Ind., vol.67,pp, 72, /[
§ See sheve, Ok, VIIL.,7,(d); s2s Ch, XIII.,(Z), 3.

#* Sas abovae, Ch, VIII,, &, (e),

§§ YNaevin, Tha Anx, Reneh, pp. 47, 81.--Note panned by the writer after |
raading Navih, p. 31: ‘"Impression: Our author is prajudieed against
the Anxious Pench, and is working for the praservation of the Lutheran
Churekas and their old, recognizad forme end faith," Again, after pa-
gas 61-04: "Inpreeﬁion Our author sesms to ba jealous of the influsnes
of humbler men, “rcught to tham by easier sourse than sueh as he tock,
He gs=is net to_gat into the real inside marit of the A,B, as affording
a good epnortunity of indieating raal convietion and intersst in the ‘

dirsction of accapting Christ., . . He keeps in view always the'Cstechism,!'"

--M88. Netes, pp., 79,82,---S22 Navin, p. 55.
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"Tha syes of a man in the jaundics nsks ysllew ochservations on evsry-
thingl and the soul tineturad with any passion or prejudies diffuses =
falass color ovar the real appearances of things, and disguises many of
tha common occurrencas of Life, I% never beholds things in a true

ligkt, nor suffers them to appser as theay ars," «

(2) Of the conduet of fanatiez, and of more or less ignorant aan,
of various intentions, who might saam to hring ths measura into dis-
grace, Even the pulpit is not exsmpt from ths intrusions of such per-
song, I% is not, howavar, on that asccount, dsnouncad by impartial and
thoughtful man. Accordingly, the Hournsr's Bench muzt bas viawad
through its own inharant qualitises, and not throu{h the acts of the ig-
norant, or tha insana,

It is not to he hald rasponsibls,

(a) For the "unsesmly gesticulations," of the aarlthuetheéia%s“
ef Kentucky, and cthare, §

(b) For tha "un=avory" influsnoss of "Caup mestings?, %

(e} For "the pressure~of artificial axqitamant" resorted 4o hy
seme, &%

(d) For "the disastrous econsequances of fslse excitement! worked
up b scma, *iE |

(a) For the comfounding of "the judgment"; ¢he "axeiting appesls

* Watte, Treatise on the Mind, eh. 3, rule 4, Saa sams quoted wors
&t length, MelLendon, The Bihle on Baptism, p. 24,
§ Bang, Hist. Meth. Ep. Ch., wol, 2, p, 162, ‘
*¥%  Bang, Hiss, Meth, Ep, Ch,, vol, 8, p., 183, B8es above,Ch, VII,,
(?) (a); Navln, The Anx, Bench, ». 109,

} 5 21
— 3 11. A A

s*+  Wovin, The Anx Bencb, p. 24X
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. s o to the principle of faear'; the Yadvantegs . . . taken in evary
way of the senees and narves",

(f) Tor ths noise and irregulsritiss of "upstarts' and "noisy
sacts’, § | ‘

(e) For the "suecese" had with it by "fanatical 8scts.] s

(h) For the eharge of being "adapted to generats fanaticism", §&§

(i) For possible incongiséancios in the knealing of tha two sex-
es together at the Mournar'’s Banch, ##%

(j) For the fact that " it had hesn injudieiously used as the’
"Mournars' Panch' snd as the 'anxious seat', until pecple generally"
(it is allsgad) "hecams préjudiced against it." §§¢

(k) For the charze that "it often happsns that the preacher, in

the warmth of his zaal, ahargas upon" {thosa who rafuss to come to the

Mournars' Ranch "the sams guilt and madness and paril precisely, that
lie upon the deliherate rajection of Christ himself ! kxas

(1) For the charge that "the anxious ., . . ars sncouragad to
waoep aloud, ery out and wring their hands"; and the elaim that '"ons

and sncther are brought through; and thus new forms of diserdsr, shout-

ing, clapping, ate,, ars hrought intc play,® §§§§

It should be readily sesn that in all thes@8 casen thes irrsgularity,

¥ Yavin, The Anxious Baneh, p. 42,
§ Navin, vp. 16f,
#* Nevin, p. 45, =
§§ Spragus, Lect, on Rev,, App., pp.265f; Nevin, p. 12,
#x* Navin, p, 104,
§88° Hervey, Man, of Rev. p. 79,
#¥4% Nevin, p. 7B,
£§§§ Nevin, pp. 100f,




' n |
or disordar, ate,, dspend wpern, end grow out of, the characters and
rethods of those who amploy it. Accordingly, No, (2), abevs, must bhe
aecevted as trus, Uesd by good, safs men, as occasion justifies,
thars are ne suchk inconsistenciss as ars hars suggestaed,

"It is not to »2 rsgarded a proper ground for rajecting any ra-
ligious practice that, hacsues of tha folly, or the racklessness of the
ignorant, or the extreme, it Las been or is abused. Whatavsr in it-
85lf ia Seripturally propar, is to hHe itsslf ratainad, divestsd of un-
wholesome infusions and adjunets, suck as grow up in eircumstancss aa-

faverasls to truth," =

2. Things that may he considerad as propsrliy correct d, ir ar-
gument, with the lkournsrs'! Beneck,

A, In General.--

1. Points in its favor,

(a) Usad to goed effset in Camp-neating., §
" (b) Coed ordsr, aven amid flowing tears, =
(e¢) Good ovrder in the midst of pravsr.-—-Whan"hundreds waere in
the gallery and the anxious wers mads the subjeects ¢f prayar in frent
of the pulpit below, only ona head was up in the gallery", &£

4. Points alleged against if.

(a) Adapts iteelf %o the impulsive.--"The most favorabls sub-

jects for tha opsration of the system, are psrsens . . who are swaysd

# Ckr, Ind., Cot, 15, 1899, Art., 'Mournsr«' Rench’',

§ Ses ahovae, Ch, VIII,, 2, (a).
*+ Ses shove, Ch, VI., 12, (2),
$% Okr. Iad.,, vol. 5, p. 810,




by impulee mors than roflsetion, ! =*

It could hardly ha claimed, howavar, that raflaection was wanting
in sueh men as Andraws, Farla, and Finney, and many of the thousands
we sea coning forward for praysr., § It ie esying much for if to
admit that the impulsive can operats it suepsssfully. The Apostle Pe-
ter was impulsive, Alsc, ha mads mistakeé. The fact that ha was im-
pulsivnldid not disquelify hin howaver for doing graét things, »»

(b)) Net popular with the anlightenad,.--"In én snlightaned, well-
instruetsd congragation, the anxipus baneh'can nevar‘ba genearally pop-
ular,” §§ But it was evidently populsr with the gZrast congragations
presided over by the thres ahove named Revivalists, Alsoc, in meny well)
informad and highly enlightened congrsegations among us Todsy, ‘**&

(¢) Adaptad to give a taste for display.--"Eminently sadapied . .
to give a tasta for octanistious disply in the sarvies of the sanctu-
ary." §§§ This could hardly hs in a well crdared sarviece, whars the
Word of God was honsstly preachad, and the cccasion was favorablas for
an invitation to prayer., ®%x ' k

(d) Attracte the superficial and insincsra . --"Ths parsensz rizing
and coming forward arse, for the most part, the sanguine, the rash,ths

s2lf-eonfidant; or the salf-righteous, while thomsas who are mors desply

# Nevin, Ths Anx, Bench, p. 42.
§ Ses above, Ck, VI., 10; VI,, 18; VI., 1€,(1); VI., 18,(9) st 2l|
#%  Saa shove, th, IV,, XI,, 8.
§8 Navin, The Anx, Bench, p. 42,
s+ Comp, ahove, Ch, VI,, 10; VI., 18,(1), (3),(4),ate,
§8§ Sprague, lect, on Rev,, App., P..265, }
e*#% (omp, ebovs, Ck, VI,, 12,(3),




| not responsibls for that. Bssidas, quacks may be found in evary dirac-

tion, and engaging in evary thing,

"Whitfied and Ddwards needsd no new meessura, to maks themsslves falt."

affacted will parhaps kaasp thsir seats,®

Our author qualifies his statement hy saying, "for the momt part™.
But svan this can bardly he true, whars thse work is cenductad by honsst
and sarnsest men of judgmant, who uean raal husinsse for the Lerd, §

(a) MNournar Bench praver cf suspicious character,--"It ig a sus-
pieious kind of prayer at hest that ean he angaged, in such eircum-
stances, only by ths aight of its objects, thecretically paradaed to
prodﬁca affacts, without the powsr of a mors general intarsst?, #»

This would seldem, if sevar, be, The ohject would bs priuarily, te lo-

cat~ snd encoursge interast in the sinner, not in the praving Christ-

ian, |
{f) The sport of quacks, "It is weall adaptad indesd t¢ heconas |

ta aport of quacks uwidsr every name", $§  But ths Mourners' Beneck is

{(g) Dr. Wettleton never used it.--"Dr. Nattleton nevsr adcptad |
the anxionus seat, notp requestad persens to rige in the ascemhly to hae

prayed for, or to signify that they had ziven their hearts to Ged.®
wxE |

It is noet, howsever, a question as tc¢ who may haws smploysd the Mourn-

arz ! Banch, The practice must rest on this ons consideration: Doss |

i D D 09 e e - D - - D S A B e o e A S A o " D DD D D < D A S D > e S

* Harvey, Man, of Rev., p.85, I
§ Comp. above, Ch, VI., 13, (1),ate,
#2 Yavin, The Anx. Rench, p. 102,
§§ VNaevin, p. 45,
#x% Fiagh, Handbeck of Rav,, ». 352, Nevin, p, B7 |
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Ged spprevs snd use it? The answar to this gusstion must be found in

" the light of the faets which surround it.

4

(h) An set of rudenese --"Thers is a meassura of rudenss: connsci-

ad with this particular style of action in the churek, from the vary .
nature of the case,® # But it is very difficul4 to ses Low thears
could bs rudensass in an honest, timely raquest for intarssted sinners,

whe nmight find it in their hearts tc 2o sc, tc cems forward and indi-

catz their desire to he saved and lst their Christian;friands and thom-

salvas mutuslly hring tha matter befora the Lord in praysr,

(i) The slightly sonvieted make nrefescsion,--"Tha slightiy enn~
vietad are full a=z likely %o g£o forward in thelway of profession as
they are to go hack", § This might be true wars all the "ner meas-
uras® sat asside, % wéuld not often oceur whara thg pastor and churdh
wara laying smphasis on thas neceeaity of raganaration,

(J) The ecnversions do net wear wall,--"I% is found that conver-
sions meds in this way de not az & genersl thing wear wall.“ *# Bﬁt
our author doms not give instances, He only assertes, and what he
seys seams to he the preduet of jealougy, ste,

(k) The turult unfaverable to sariousnsess,--%The inward tumuls
resulting ¥rom the ocessien, is in a high degrss unfavorabla to gen-
uins sericusness, while it lasts, and ie surae to be followad hy a

raaction, still mors hurtful to the spirit, when the oceasiocn is over,"§

# Nevin, The Anx, Reneh, p. 108,
§ Navin, p. 82,78
++  Nevin, p., BZ,
§8  Yavin, p. 78,77

———————



Not se, if the axpresszien is= natural and genuins, Cempdré Pantecost,
vhen the Apostles wvers said to be "full of naw wine" --Ac, 2:13,

(1) Parsens privatsly approacksd are frear to express themsalves,
-="] have chserved when I visited and eonversed with persens privately
vho wers esnxious for their sculs, they appearsd mors unreserved in the
statenont of the exarciges of their minds than whan surrounded by a
mucber of others, basides the aldsars of the ekurekh', = This appsars
‘very plausinls, At the ssms tims, much depends on the age and dispe-

sition, as wall as present state of intersst in the persen epproacisd,

2111, muck dspends on ths character of interest end manner of addréss, |

in the parsens qusstioning, Grant, howevsr, that some would express
themesalves mora frsely, as abeve suggested, that would not argue that
tha Kournasy Banch methed of work was nat'also good,

(m) XKeepz hack ths sincers, and sneourages forward the insincers,
~-iThere is an ogtantation about anxious seats, in an indiserimiﬁata
agsawhlage, whiek I am psrsuadsd kesp sema baék, who ars really labor-
ing in spirit, and brings others there who fasl vary littlav, §

Whare the servies is conducted undsr the thoughtful watcheare of a
ccnsecrated and ehservant paster,snd the vropesition is elsarly sta-
ted, with propsr limitations, the insinesre ara not likely to intrude,
As to the interestad, any rafusal on their part might he accountsd for

on soms other ground, as that of endsavering to cenceal their inter-

ast, Tha very failure to coms, however, may he sanctified by the Lerd

# Spragues, Leet, on Rev,, Avp,, p., 358,
§ Spragua, Leet, on Rev, App., p. 383, %47




to dsepar penitenss in the interesmted simner, and turn out tc his good.
This has doubtlass baesn frsqusntly the cass,

(n) Ite edvcentés appeal to faar.--"Exciting appeals ars mads to
the prineiple of fear." # As has hesn alrsady said (Ch, XI11,1,(2),a-
hove ), tha Mourners' Béneh is not responsibls for the work of fanat-
ies, As to sarnest and impassioned appeals to sinnapa "to flas fr;n

the wrath to ceme" (Mt, 3:17; Ae. 2:40), with the statement of the fact

that they are lost, and as sueh are new sxposed to the wrath of Ged,

1 there esn b= no just objection, Suek appsals do not inhare in thes na-

turs of the lMourners' Bench ner aras thay deapandent on the prasencs of

the =ams for their utteranes, Suchk appeals have deubtless been mads

| by sarnest minieters of the gospel in every age, and in 211 lands,

We read that Paul "reasoned of rightmocushess, and temparance, and the
Jjudgment to come®, snd that "Telix was tarrifﬁad, and answared, (e
thy way fer this ti;;; and when I have a convsnient sesson, I will esll
thes unto me." --Ae, 24:25,--R.V,.--Hin preaching'was suck as to "ter-
rify" Peslix,

(¢) Its advocates snliat sympathy in its hekalf, --"Espeeially
the mystarieus fores of sympathy is snlisted in support of the measure
and mads to tell in many esses with inmmanse affect." § Thera ean
esrtainly be no just ohjection brought against the Mourners' Bench on

this ground, Evary snterprisa and avery measurs, of whataever kind,

way be said to nesed the hslp of sympathy to give it success, TFEven tke

| raligion of tha Lerd Jesus depends on the love and intarest of its sub-

* Navin, The Anx, Reneh, p, 42,
§ Nevin, p. 48, R AR N S R T TR A8 Ay HL 2

B



80

jects, instrumantally, for ite advancemsnt, It is saying mich for the
¥ournars' Banek tc be ghle to state that it has the powesr to enlist the
aympathy of thinking, praying msn and women in its bekalf.,  Suek,how-
avar, it has done, and does,

(p) The axparisnces of ita suhjeets ars suparficial,--"No ‘ex-
perisncas' are mors suparficial cemmonly, than those whiek bsleng to
this whiriwind preeess. The foundatiens of the inward lifa ars nct
raacked and moved by it at all, . . it is not the depth of these anx-
ious bench and esmp-mesting eonversions, but their utter want cf deptk,
that exposes tham to complaint,” ¥ It ie net expected by any in-

alligent and honest advocate of ths Mcurner's Benck that it should
reuck end move the hearts of the pmopla, Tha Word and Spirit of Ged
are reliad upon to do this work,--~the Word of Ged as honeétly predched
by his servants, and applied by ths Holy Spirit to tha hearts of them
that hear it. The Mourner's Banek ie net sxpactad to teke tke place
of these to any extent. It im sinply an cecasion of axprassion,af-
fording favorable cpportunities of confession, expression of interast

in the matier of gzlvatien, and of requests for prayer, But it is,
and does, this much,--N¢ mors, The Holy Spirit gives all real ‘'ex-
periencaé'of gfaoe.

(q) Followaed by hiriful influsnes to thoss who 'fall hack',--

A most unheppy influencs iz often exarted ocn thess, who are drawn to¢
the anxicus banck and afterwards fall back again openly ic their for-

nar esrelass state " § Hardly is any harm likely ¢c result, whers

* Navin, Tha Anx. Banch, p. X083, /W !
I e e .
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the intearastsd ones are actuatsd by honeat mativas, An honest prop-
gaitien for praysr made hy & censacrated man of God, whathar avangelist,
or pastor, and honestly acceptad hy paopla saeeking Christ as their
Saviour, eecnid hardly do otharwiss than result in good, |

(») Has no affinity with the Reforuation.;~"The Systam of Hew
Measuras has no affinity whatever, with {ha life of the Raformation, "«
While that may be trus, te an extent, yat it is alse trus, that ail
intslligent and trueé% advocates of ths Mourasr's Bencek, have in viaw
the glory of Ged in its use, and heliavae that Geod szrnetions its uss
by them, as He empleys ithem in tke accomplishm;nt of His work for the
souls of man, Wes may say that it is nai#har Calvinigtie, ner Luther-
an, distinetively, but rather diatinetivsly Christian,

(8) It is comparsd with Reme.--"It iz wall known, how in the Churelh
of Roma eartain observances ars kelfl tc czrry with them a sort of in-
ward merit in this way, as though by themselvas they had powar to se-
curs a spiritual blessing."§ But properly managed the fact will he
kapt hafora tha consragation that this is net the case, That nothking
will really avail with God, exc=pt sctual faith in Christ, It givas
oecasion to emphasizs this faet, No intslligent and honsst advoeats
ef’the Mourner's Beneh would elaim that thars was any saving sfTicacy
in it. Yet, instrumentally, it becomss to some an cccasion of hless-
ing,

(t) Conneets itself with vulgarism,--"It cennects itsslf . .

* Navin, The Anxious Banch, p. &, 5 !
_§ Nevin, p, 72, : , i o T e ]
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naturally and resdily with a eertain vulgarism of fesling in religion,
that is always injurious to the worship of Ged, " =* Tharms ean c¢ar-
tainly bé ne "vulgarism of faeeling" in ens who earnestly desires te
find Christ, in the forgiveness ef his sins, and, in response to the
honest invitation of a fai thful minister of the Lord Jesus, comas for-
ward to sngage with ths pecple of God in préyor for him salvatien,

The true friands of %%e curner's Benchk ars raesponsible for it only as
honestly and properly used, Thay ara not rasponsibla for it az am-
pleysed By fanaties, and found in the hands of eranks,

(u) Inharmeniocus with religious ececietian,--"Traect secisties, the
ezuse of Viseione, and the benavolenf aganeiss in genaeral, by which thas
Churekh is andasvering to diffuse the knowladsa of the truth tkrourhont
the world., All thess things ars natural, direet utterances of the
spirit of Christianity itself, and have no affinity whataver with the
ordar of aection rpresentsd by the Anxious Bench,® § But the afforte
6f tha advecataes of the Mourner's Baench ars %c azid psople in their ap-
prc ack to Christ;te the exteont that it is instrumental, in their
hands, through the powsr of +the Mely Spirit, in deing this, toAthat ax-
tent it ie a help te all the trus, raligious entarprises that snlighten-
ad Christians have;

(v) Outward demonstration alone is sought.--"Tha chjaect scught

is a mare o:tward demonstration on the subjeet of raligion,” #% The

*+ Navin, Thae Anxious Baneh, p., 107,
§ Yevin, p. 26,
€& Navin, p, 43,




as

ehjeet =zought by all anlightenad and trus miﬁisters of the Gospasl is
the rasl spiritual good of those whow thﬁy invite forward, Thay he-
liave that Ged may s23e fit te¢ maks the response an immediate occasion
of blessing to their immortal souls,

(w) A show of hands an absurdity,--"It is hardly nscessary te
refer to the absurdity of deganding--as has somstines hean done--a
show of hands from thoss who ars nét resolvad to give themsslves teo
the Lord." %

If, howavar, ons has ‘it settlad in his own mind that he will givs
himgslf to the Lord, thers is ﬂardly any inconsistaency, on an cecasion
of worship, of indieating to God's peeples, in this very simple way,
that fact. t is simply expraessing to:Ged's friends, in a quist vay,
a mattar now settlaed in his own mind, Thers is nothing imnmodast,or
premature, in it, if it is based on fact,.$

(x) Requires nc spiritual newer,--"I{ rseuires ., . no spiritual

| power to uss the Anxious Bench with effsect.” ## It cannot be used

-

with rssl nower, however, without spiritusl vewer, Morsovsr, the con-

| seisus presenca of the Holy Spirit is an indispensable neeessity to its

| graatest sucesss,

i
(v) Cenfusion, whers axcitement,--"Whars any considerable sxcite-
ment pravails, it is alwest impessible for tha measura to he spplied,

without confusion and eommotien." §§

* Intarnational Cyelepadia, vel, XIX,, p. 597, art, "Revivals",
§ "Show of hands", a memhar of {he "Syster of New Measuras",

*% Nmvin, The Anxious Bench, p, 43,

§§ Nevin, p, 103, ; -
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This, of course, would depend on thes judesment and fores of charse-
tar of the pastor, or lsader, If he dasirad sc to de, should ths cococae-
sion saesr unfaverabla to good order, ha eould restriet the invitation
sufficiently to meet any reascnabls requirement, or dispense with an
invitation altogathar, Sueh axeitement and confusion do net inhsre
in the Mournsr's Bench, Thay haleng to the pacple who employ it,

The sams iz trus of the pulpif, th§ prayar-msating, the Sunday Sehoel,
-t he iméreesicn mads grows out of the men who conducts it,

(z) Minister invites the intarested.--"At the eloss of ths ser-
mon, the minister, sncouragsd hy tha general ssricusnessof ths houss,
invites all who ara conearnad for the éalvatien of their souls, to
come forward and place themselves on thae anxieus sest. " *

There could ha ne inconsistsncy in giving the invitation to the
"intarssted!, They ars the onas concernad, Py them, if by any,
would the invitation he konastly accopéed. The gospal is frasly
praached to all, and for all; the invitation teo coms up_for praysr,
is méﬁe only to them who fael their nsad of praysr, and would maks
known that fesling of nesd, if just invitad te do ze. Ths eeming for-
ward is the mods of sxprassion ehkos@n, It is chosen hecauss thought
to he hast, |

(&%) Involves irragularity.--"The messurs involves irragularity .
to scms axtsnt, in ite very naturs,and opens the way for sxtravasgance, "§

The Mourner's Bench is not rasponsible for any "irrsgularity® ° or

* Nevin, The Anxious Benek, p. 7C.
§ XNaevin, p, 104,
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Textravagance”, The pmsepls who maks a wrong uss of the Mournar's

N{\A%*
Bench are responsible~-Honocur te what honour! Guilt 4o whom guils!

B, In Partieular,

1, Faets in Favor,

(a) The imporiancs of dacision,--"This meating has ., , eonvinced
us mors than we wars hafors, of tha preopristy and utility of pressing
sinneré to an immadiate dacision by leading them to act," =

No ona should question the good that there is in a thing to a
man, when it bacomes to him the occasien of right decision, or a
means to wisse action, in the matisr of aternal interest,

(b) The importance of tast questions,--"Iz it hast to put a test
ausestion in a ehurch, asking thoss that ars anxious for their souls teo
riss, er rathsr to go to anothar roon?‘ Mr, Moody--I think se, . . What
vou want is tc get them to do somethking they don't want to de, and it
iz a great cross generally for vreple to riss for prayar," %

Thoss whe are aecquaintsed with ta work in é;ivals ars awars that
it is & matter of first consideration to gat the paople to movae, |
These tests bring hafors thsm occasions for movement, and if rightly

ragarded by them, proevs ones of the vary things they nesd, The jude-

ment of lir, Moody, as above axprssssd, is well worth the considsration

of thess whoe think,

(e)  Coming forward not objectionable,--"Coming forward for preyar

* Chr. Ind., vel.’#, p, 219,
§ loody, The Cospel Awakening, p. 751.
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(whieh is little alse than tha above" --Anxicus Seats--) "ie vary gen-

apal in ravival mestings, We de not ses that axeception ean ha taksn
to the thing itself . " =

Thers can be ne just owjaction to the aquiat ccming forward,when
invitation, em propar eccasien, is. sxtended hy a trie miniater of Jasus
Christ, and indieating, by so doing, that ons desiras to he made the
object of prayar,

{(d) Jutheran Chserver favors,--"1 am , . strongly aonvinesd as

2 nastor, that the se-called 'anxious bench' is the levar of the Ar-

shimedes, whick by the blassing of God esn raise our German churchas

to that dagree of raspsctshility and presperity in the religious world,
whick they ought to snjoy,"--Corraspondsnt Lutheran Observer, Nev, 17,
1843, §

The veics of the aheve "Correspondsnt" is only ons of inmmershle
veiess, sounding from leng hafora his day till now, uttering the con-
vietion that thars is a placa fer the lMournser's Bench, There should
hs no doukt that, as a means, it has a place in the Saviour's work.

(s) Importancs of decision not denied.--"Those (evangelists)
who aras, for thesa or like ressens, oppessd to the 'anxious seat' de
not dany that it is important te cail sinners to an inmadiafe decision,
gnd alese to an immadiznts manifastation of that decision," *#

Thay, of courss, want them 10 coms to a dseision, and work for

that, When the decisiocn is mada, they all fasl an intareat in knowing

that fact, 8o do the adveeates of the Mournsr's Bench, Tha latier,

¥ Fish, llandoook of Rav,, p, 351,

§ Navin, The Anxious Bench, ». 18,
++ Harvey, Man, of Rev,, p, 85,




howsvar, amploy this maeasurs as an ocasion of anccuragement and help

to them in rQaching that dscision, and in making it known, Both work
toward the memd end, but by dirfersant means,--%Thoses who kave been vio-
lentlv ovposad to ths anxioue saat have haen ebligad to adopt some sub-
stitute or they conld net get along in promoting a revival ," #

(£) The subjeet demands conesidarastion,--"This whole subjeet is
one upen wa.ul 1o Luedsat wan will venturs to ha vary positive.?§

It is a mattar that will work its own way. It is a subjeet yat
bafors the piopla, The Mourner's Bﬁpch is yot in damand., Many rash
things have basn said and déna in raference to it, hut it still finds
a place, and still answers a purpoeee, This it will centinue to de,

(g) God blessas unnamaed means,--%In rafsr;nee te means suitable
to be\adopted in premoting revivale of raligen, thers are nuny reasons
and facts to confirm the halisf that God condescsends to blass-a grsater
miltiplieity of methods and measures, than he has thought necsssary to
particularizs in his Werd; Leaving room hers, as in avary othar dapart-
ment of raligious activity, for tke conscisntious exercise of mman
discretion, It is not 4o be doubted, after gandid and axtensivs in-
vestigation, that ameng ministsrs and professers truly humbls and dave-
ted, thers has existaed and etill axists, a considerable variaety ef nodes
of oparation, honastly adepted, and of haneficial influencs.,” etc,**

S€ it is, Not in any s@nes a setting asids of the Word of Ged,
or ¢f any of its pracious truths, or ordinsnces; neither any obsecur~

ing of its dectrines; but simply the use (as outgrowths of ths true

# TFinney, Lect., on Rev,, p. 254,
§ Hervay, lan, of Rev., p. 83,
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religious snirit) of thosa trings whick coms along as the unfolding or
the devslopmsnt of things which raally exist in germ in the Seript-
ureas, Seo, in a measurs, the davelopient in presant missionary opara-
tions in the world,

(h) Rvangalists use them,--%A differance of opinien ragarding ths
advisabilidy af-such measuras axistad for vears ameng the sevangelicsl
churckes, Tt was genarally thought, after dus trial, that the meatheds
in the main vindicated themselvas, Nearly every evangalist has since
adoﬁtad these or similar metheds.,” # They have come to naari& the
avident halpfulness: of these in tha lMaster's service,

(i) Inouiry mestings a necessity,--"In tha progrsss of a powsrful
revival whan large nuzbers ars in the saveral staZss of alarm and in-
quiry, thay ars so sessential, that no pastor who would nake the most
of kis strength, can dispanse with them,* § Evan se. DBut the Mourn-
er'y RBanch has just as much elaim te¢ reccgnition as has this. Both
ars essentiasl, as oscasions, ¢r instruments, of servies, Fach fills
its own place, Each cénstitutes a membaer of the Svatem of New lisas-
uras,

(5) Criticisme vsnish with knowladgs,--"Nearly every svangselist
kae sines adopted these or similar nethods, and as the pecple have
beccme wonted to them the criticisms have dimingshed snd finally die-

sppearsd," #&« This, hacause they havs coms to see that thess things

are in themselves not sueh an objest of dread as had hesn supposed;that

under the influsnea of divine gracs,they are really helpful Bervante,

% Veddar, Hist, Dept. Mid. states, p. 163,
§ Humphrey, Rev. Skatches, p, 343, Ses ahove Ch, VIII., 2,(d).

% Vedder, Hist., Bapt. Mid. States, p, 184,/8%¥ ===~ =
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(x) Ged honors prayar,--John Yexem "prsached and visited fre- |

quently among tkem, and called those who wars anxious to come up pub-
liely and vacaive tha prayasrs of the ekureh; and God in & special man-
ner manifestad hineelf z¢ a prayev-hesring God, and rained down right-
‘acusnass upon them " »

(1) Helpful testimony.--"The simkple narrativa of , ., naw-horn
seuls®,ate, § { 4

God's censcious prasenca and hlessing in sonnection with, and dur-
| ing the use of, the Mourner's Bench, is high avidenes of the fact that

ha hlesaes ite usse, and sanctions its employment,

{(m) Pacpls rising often hHlessed,--"It is a graat cross general-
1y fer nsonle to rise for prayer; but in the very act of deing it,
they aras very often hlassed," e= This than is a grast reasen for

ancouraging peopla te riss,

(n) Changed on way to Mourner's Bench,--"Nr, Varkes was so cen-

victsd thet ke est up in his offies, slsspless, for thras nights, +¢ill,

goning forward for prayers ons morning, he fali the burdsn go--a hanpy
change--hafors he reacked the front ssat." &8
In the effort to go forward he kad ﬁaﬁe 8 acompleta surrander of
hina=21f %o Ged, Te him this was vigibly an occasion of graat blessing,
(e} Convarts,--"Aheout sixty persens have haen forward for pray-

er and about thiriy of them have besn vonverted.® "Fifty-thres have

preassntad themsslves as ehjeets of special prayer, among whom arsa soms

of ths moat worthy and intselligent citizens of our town, many of whonm

| * Chr, Index, vel, 5, p. 140,
** Moedy, Thes Gospsl Awskening, p. 761,
§¢ Life of Andrews, p, 143,
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have heen hopsfully eonvertad te Ged, and ars now rejoieing.” "About
sighty have pressnted themsslves as ohjsets of speairl praver, most

of whom ars new rajoicing in the Lerd," "Eack night erowds of peni-

teants threng the altar for prever, aversging from sighty-five to ene
hundrad, and thes nurher of convarsiens, accerding tothe moat cerract
estimate, will not fall helew ons hundrsd and forty."

, Thus, very ;any-cf tha beppisest and brightest cenvarsions we have
come from sarvicas cotnected with the Mourner's Banch,

‘ (p) Advantages of Mourner's Bench,--"Formerly, the advatages of
the 'Anxiocus Seat'! wers sat forth in various ways, It served, it was
said, as a tast of'character; it was a public committal; it was & vary
conveniant way of making a vublic ascknowladgment of ene's nesd of
Christ; such acknowledgemsnt sarved to sneeursgs cther convicted sonls;
tha affect of such a step was also an ancoursgemsnt to the minister
and the churek, ® §

The act should at least express an honéiet desira for the halp eof
prayer in the affort 4o coma te Christ, find acceptance, and chtain
the fergivensss of cne's sins, The "puhlic committal™, and "the
puhlic acknowledgemsnt of onﬁ's nead of Christ", are avidently the

prins coensiderations in the aheve list of "Advantagaes",

2. Comeession with oppesition.
(a) Not the devies, but the methods used.--"We dc net see that
excaption ean he takan te the thing itaself, though mathods sometimaes

used to parsuadse, urgs, and almost ferca attendance thus to present
9 3 P

* Andrews, Living Lifqgfpp. 199,203,%9;; Graazt Rev, in Seu.Arm, , 281,
" b ;

—

|
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| themsalves, sheuld not ha countenaneced," =
»

{
|

|

Sueh eonduet is to he epposed per ss, The Mourner's Benck is ne
regponsible for it. I% is just here that oppeosition to the Mourner's
Bench originates with soms,

(b) Dangar eof commitment on the part of the uncenverted.--"The
chjsction that 'thare is graat danger when you derssads a man who is n
yat eonvartsd, publicly to commit himaelf, that he will he indueed by
other than religieus feslings and motives to perssvars and come inte
the ekurch, and hang as a dead weight upen the eausge', doss net seem
to have fores, Ner yst again, ancther, semstimes urged, that this en-
courages forwardnescs, ostentation, and rashness, " §

Peeple sometimas come intc the churek from "ether than raligious
faslings and motives”, aven whers thers is no Meurnsr's Bench, It is
in all such caass the fault of management, or the result of ignorance,
In all easss we are to preeesd with proper wisdom, remembsring that
wa are transaeting businsss fof the Master, and that we n=ad divine
guidsnes,

(e) Convieted man should go to Christ.--"If a man is convieted
eneughko ask the prayars of Christians, he is eonvietsd ~nough to ge
te Christ; and there he should he sant; and ther= ke should go.," =&
The whole affort is to get hin fochrist, To this ~nd is the pointed

sarmon and the pearsenal affert. Af%ar all this is dons, scma linger.

1

t

et

* Pisk, Handheek of Rév,, p 3561,
§ Fish, Handbeek of Rev,, p, 351,
+% Hervey, Manusl ¢f Rev., p. 80,
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It iz thought that if they can be inducad publiely to indicats their

| desirs %o ha saved, that, to gether with unitad prayars, may result in

|

| the effeetual lesding ef their sculs to Christ. This in ene of the

afforts $0 got them to Chrimt, »
(d) Exprassiern with all mstkeds,--"0ld-faskioned revival, The
germon is over., The 'work st the altar'® hegins, A familiar and seul-

etirring hvim of invitatien, expestulation and comfort, is sung heart-

'ily by tha whole sengragation, The erowds in the aisles make way for

awaksned sinners, who ars now 'seekarsf, and are forcing“thair passags
to the 'altar!, . ., In modern mestings, umien and denominational, whers
anxious seuls ars invited tc rise’, 'to ncmé forward', or 'to ramain
for the inquiry mseting', whila thers xuay he less ‘demonstration'and
‘eonfusion' of the sort deserihed, thare is tha same liability te ee-
essional outhursts of faesling, to the use of strong sxpressioens, te t&a
ohtrusion ef persenal axperience, " §

This is evidemt, Even in the prsaching of the sermon, the minis-

| tar sexetines shouts forth his cenvietions and his santiments of praise

in sxelemations which almest sheek his congraegatiens, Soms of thes qui~
etest times, toe, ars thess in which sinners are manifesting, by ris-
ing, er by cering forward, their desirss fer praysr. In all sueh eca-
ses, muck depends ¢n the leader, and on the spirit of the mesting,

(@) Nething dapends en anxious hanck. "Everything dspended en
a right inelinatien, and nothing on the 'anxious seat' as sueh,? ==

m

'he Lord usés it as an occasion of nlassing,

* Sas above, O, XILL, A,2,(m); A,2,(n),
¢ The Ravival and After, pp. 17-18,
* Hervey, Man, of Rev., p, 81, BHee above, Ch, XII,5,

*
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(f) Failure in Anxious Bsnch,--"The 'anxious sest! and the ravi-
val-praysr-masting ars somatinss randarad ;nperativé by a rascrt te
prayesr balore sither the Christian workers or the seskers hava learned
what ars tha things that are tc he asked of th; Lord," = It is av-
ident that with &1l our appremches te s threns of grace, we should
have definite ebjeets hefora our minds, aﬁd preasnt them definitaly
befons the Lord., Ahove all, we should coms with ths fulness of sarn-
sst hsarts,-- "If ye then, being avil, knew how to give good gifis un-
to your childran, how much mors shall your Fathear which is in heaven
giva goed things to theam that ask him?*--Matt, 7:11.,

(g) Maasures for mederately moving imaginetion,--"I do net chjeet
to all measuraes to arrest attentien, to move modsrately the imagina-
tion and passsions, and te put the whole pman Inte acticn towards Geod and
his raevsaled truths, . . But thers is always some dangsr in working on
this part of the human eonstitution by other means than truth set in
ites most affecting light and prasssd homs upon the conscisnce," §

The Mourner's Bench is not intended in any way to take the place
of the most searnest snd peintsd praaching of the gospel. Tha ohjset
of avery faithful ministesr of the Gospsl should ha to rely upen the
porar of God's Holy Spirit¢, as that makes use of the truth, and mekaes
uss of whatever means, te accomplish the work of God., It eannct he
shewn that tha sarnast presching of tha Gespel, and the crdarly uss of
the Mournsr's Benck hy the conssscrated and thoughtful pastor, in the
conduct of his servies, results in harm,

# Harvey, Man, of Rev., p, 81,
§ Sprague, Leet., on Rev, App., p. 367,
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l (k) The anxious should h» addressed, "Thet the anxious should ba
ispecially addrdssad and prayesd fer, I net only admit; hut considar as
highly importsnt., But this can suraly b done, and I think te much
graatar Advantaza, efter the promiscueus audisnce has retired, or in
|what I think atill Ba@ﬁar, a masting speeislly appeinted for ths pur-
posa " & This may he trus in sous congregatiom , in soms cireum-
staness, esnacially as ralates te the maiter of specially addreésing

them, As regards the mouc faverabls cccssion for prayer, this sesms te

|be avide tly in the midet of the sssemblad congragation, Talking evsary-
|

| thing that hears upen ths shiaet into eensidaration, there seems to h=

i

waple consideration for hotk axpadisnts, But thers could be ne argu-

an

| ment againgt tha Mourner's Bench in the fact that seme cther davics,

| in socms circumatances, might work hstter, The smployment of sithar ef
4tham weuld hHe limitad te suck ¢ccasiens as eslled for i%.

|

(i) Decision is desirable,--"That a decisiva step in relatien te

this suhject is desirable, and that it cught to he taken without delay,

ir certain, But, at the same time, that it ought to bs takan without
rashness, with knowledge, with dus censidaration, and with saecrad care
net to mistake a transioﬁt smotion, for a desp inprassion, or a settled
purpess, is aqually certain." §

There nesd he naithar rashness ner lack of censideration in com-
ing to ths Mourner's Bench., In coming, one raalizas hinss1f a sinner,

racognizas that all his hopa for salvation is through Christ, and that

* Spragus, Lsct, on Rev,, App., p. 349,
§ Spragus, Lect. on Rev,, App., bp, 2€2f,

}, .
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he is depsndent on the pracs of God, through the Holy Spirit, fer the
povwar to accept Christ, As a full and free sxpressien of the fact
that he racognizes this, ha comes forward and asks the halp of praver,
Many find Christ, in ths vary act of coming, *

(j) Oeccasional uss of tha Mourn;r's Barich,--"The cccasional uss
of it might he comparativaly safe; in some hands, perhaps, without
hare altogethsr. But lst it ba in eradit and reputetion, for a short
tina, on a givan field, and its action will %= found to be Jjust as
mischisvous as has nov been describad,” §

It is evideant from this statement, that the auther finds the safa-
ty, or the harm, arising from the Mourner's Bench, not in tha davies
itaalf, hut in the hands of thoss who uss it. 8o, in the hands of
good and wise men, whers it is proparly used! it night h2 axpectad to
de no harm, but good.

If it would ba safe and do no harm, in the hands of a good men vho

|
would employ it wisely, for a short time, why not all the time? So,
the Mourner's Bench, in the hands of a good and wise man, is elright,
This miust he true, It jg true,

(k) Private intervisws and the Mourner's Bench,--The formsr afl-
ford "a far hettar eprertunity to give distinet and appropriate in-
striction to particular individuals," #»¢ So far as instructien it-
8217 is conesrned, that may be true, But the vrims idea with regard to
the Mournsr's Raneh is prayer,

(1) The Anxious Dench the hest menher of Systam,--"Tha Binple

#+ Ses ahovs, Ch, X1, B,
§ Wevin, The Anxious Beneh, p. £3, 64

e

=

¥+ Svrazus, Lect, on Rev,, App,, p. 284,
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Anxious Baneh, as it is often ueed in a sober way, is the moet noder-
ate and plausible shaps the system can wall taks. If this then be
found uﬁworthy of eonfifisnce the whele syster will be shern of its $i-
t1s to confidsnca at the same tine," *

The Mournar's Bench is indded the best nembhsr of tho Syatem, It
eannot he shown uaworthy of confiidsnce, Whare proparl} ugad, nothing

can take its nlace,

3. Oppesition,

(a) The aystem an sbuss,--"Tha whols system contemplated in tha
tract is an sbuss, frem which it is of the utmost importsncs that the
worship of the s:nctuary, and the causs of reeivals, should be res-
cusd,” § But hoste of good and wiss brathran do not consider it an
shuss. Ad for the Mournsr's Beneh, itsslf, many of our bast brath-
ron smploy it,

"ie do not ses that axception ean “a takan to the thing itself e

(h) Tha Anxious Bench & nuisancs,.--"Bslonging as it dess to this

System, then, and contributins to its support, the anxious bench is a a

B
|

nuisancs, that cen nsver he fully ahated axespt by its entirs ramoval . "§§

|

I+ ean hardly he considerad a '"nuisanca", howavar, when it has been |

f
used,with such joyous success by so many sminent and congserated min-
isteps of ithe Gospael, #s% It can easily ba ssan, on ths othsar hand,

bow & man fixad in his idans, as was the suther of the 'Anxiocus Bench',

# Nevin, The Anxious Baneh, p. 13,
§ Navin, p. 0. . ;
#¢ See ahove, Ch, XIIL,B,2,(a). ; 4
— 8% Uavin, pp: 98 ' ;

{ wx* Corm, anhovs, Ch, VIII, 6 .(e), ; i)




aﬁd uawilling to accept somsthing to which he has not Ban accustoned,
esn find fault with a measurs, and rashly eall it "a nuisance', -~ Let
no measur; that God sees fif to use he lightly eallad "a nuisancs",

(e) Publie view injurious,--"The language of axperisencs is, that
it is unsafe and unwiasse to bring persons, who ars under'religious
imprassions, toc much into vubliec viaw," “Tkse suhjscts of religious
impressions ought not to s broughB muck inte public neties, . . Many .
. vhen they fi.d themsslves tha ohjeéts of mich attention . . affaet
feelings whieh ars not raal§ and whaes thers is humility and sinesrity,
such measures turn away tha attontion frem the distinct cont-mplation
"of thess suhjects which cught to ocoupy the mind." *

But suraelv it is not making psopls tco conspieuous, or subject-
ing them teo much te publiec view, to give them an eppertunity and en-
courage them, wherse they faesl so disposed, to cowe forward and indieate
8 dasirs to hHs ramembered in the prayers of Ged's psopla! Again, where
they are sufficiently intsrested to ask the halp of »ravar, in the
preseng;'of parents, olaymstes, fallew-iaborers, atc., thers is hut
little dangser that they will go 1o sueh a hrtful axtrsme (so contra-
ry to their presant imprescicns ) as to "affect feelings” which ars neot
real", etc, Finnay, Fmerson Andraws, Taylor, Burkit4, Moody, and
others, did not sea any sserious dangsrs along this line, §

(d) The Mournsr's Bench arrests raflaction.--"I%t ie an injury .
A t; have reflaction arrestad, and the workings of true convietion in

vart or all togathar avesrwhelmed, hy the axciftapmsnt, " "The anxious

hench, in ths cass of thess who coms to i%, is adapted by its eircum-

# Nevin, Ths Anxious Banch, pp. 107f, Sprague,Lect.onRev.App%pg234f
§ ©BSes ahova, Chs, Vi, 10; VI,13; VI, 8;(2); VIII,3, et al.
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stances to distert and distract the thoughts of the truly ssricus, and
thus to.obstruot tha antion of truth in their minds,® # But a prop-
arly conductsd ravival mseting, or othsr servics, whars it would hs
wisa o invite sinnars to coms to the Mournsr's Banch, would net he
characiarized by undus axcitement., It is difficult to ses how the
nuiat conming forward for prayser, whars one feels the nesd of praysr,
and wants to bs mads a spscial objeet of praysr, would wofk g0 disas-
trouely to the earnest sesker. Prepsrly managsd, tha truth is mads
plain and prominent in connsetion with ths invitation, and ohly thonse
sra invited forward, whe can of their own fres choice accept the invi-
tation. Whars the mesting is in proper eonditien, tﬁa eircumstances
faver trustful, serious thought.

(a) Coming to Mournsr's Rench, coming to Christ,--"The whola
rattar is so managaed as practically to sncourags tha idea that & var-
itable step towards Christ at least, if net actually into his arms,
is accomplished in tha act of coning %o the anxious seat," & This
is dus to the way in whieh the "watiar" is "managed", then, Suech would
eccur enly in ths cass of soms wninformdd or thoughtless minister, Lt
doss not inharse in thé natura of the Mourner's Rench,

(£) Usﬁ serv;s purpess in regansration,--"Ths whole magasure is 80
ordsred, as to promots tha dslusien that ths use of itsrves soms pur-

pese in the ragenaration of the soul," #+ It is then "so orderad,

PP, 88,77, 77,67

o

#+ Nevin, Ths Anxious Bench,
§ Mevin, b, 74,73
## Navin, pp. 778,
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|
|
as to promots"this, It is in the way the "matier" in"managed! It may
‘ indmad hecoms the ilwmediats oechdsien of ths soul's surrander to Ged,

J it may bs an ingtrument in the hands of ths Holy Spirit, but not itmalf
avpreeuring causs, If seasonably and wisely used, it promctes no de-

lusien, and in ne sanea misleads a =ingle soul,

(&) The anxious sstablish elaims on God,.--"ilany awakensd sinnars
feal that by rising and going forward theay have publiely committed

thamsslves, and that thersfors they have a right to expsct raganera-

| tiva grace--in cther words, as they have taken steps teward Christ,

they may heps that he will advancs to mast them; whersas thay should

he tsught that Jasué is their Pirst and only rafugs, and thersfors thaey
ars to renouncs all ideas of preparation, asslf-dsepsndenee, and sven of
sslf-complacency", sate, * It is tha duty of avery wise and intel-
ligent man of Ged to snlightan the pacpla on this subject. They should
he taught that thers is no merit in anything they can do, in ths sight
| of God. In axtending an invitation for praysr, ecars should he taksn to
imprass the fact that all merit is in Christ, and in what Ie has dense,

That the Mournsr's Banch is simply an ocession of sxprasssien,and

that i God s3as Tit to blsss the mxprassion ths sinnsr mekes in ceming

to it, it is only from the fulness of his sghounding grace., But that

gometimes hs is pleasad to recognizs the coming to it as an ocrasien i
I
:

of blassing, and therafers the sncouragement to seme, if in his heart,’
he T=als inclinad so %o do.

(k) Dapsndanca en tha Mourner's Beneh,--"It is an injury . . .

| * Hervey, Man, of Rev,, p. 84,

L S—
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te be induced to lean upon such a movemsnt; as though it ceould
have any safficisney at &1l to hring the soul near to Ged." "I kave
seen enough ' to convines me that sinnars ars very ant ‘o place a salf-
righteous dspendanas on this act of commitment." <«  The Mourner's
Bench, pfoperly managed, does not serve to faver, or id any way pre-
mots such mistakes, It is only -an opportiunity, or cecasion, of sn-
couragem=nt, and help, threugh instruetion and prayer, in the direc-
tien of Christ, (1) Christ is the ebjeet.® {(2) Paith is tha madium,
~--made possihla hy the Hely Spirit's power, (3) Human efforts, as in
teas uss of the Mournaer's Bench, only Iuthle instrunsntélities, te he
lind at the Mastar's fast, and to raceive whatevar afficisncy thay may
have, from whatever raccgnition ha may givs,

(1) Humsn conceits and wrong deviess, - "lumen concsits and EVER
tams of measures hava hesn in higher raegard than the sinple truths and
.ordinances of ths Goapsl." "hs a general thing, vsopls know vary
wall that thers is no affinity or connsetion, hetwsaen tha systam rap-
razanted by the anxicus benech, and such svangelical interests as havae
no¥ besn wentionad ., ., if thase things, end things in tha same line in-
dafinitsly, have no eonnection in faot with trus, serious religion and
the eause of ravivale, but tend enly to bring them into discredit,lat
the fact be opanly preclaimed.? § In reply, let us ohserve, (1)

that trmie marvsents of Ged will lovse and ragard "the simple truths and

ordinances oft the Gespsl" more than they will "lhman eonceits and sys-

tems of measures!", in so far as thay ara able to locats the sams,

i
i
*# Nevin, The Anxious Bench, p. 77; Spragus, Lasct., on Rev,, Ap.p.SCSr
e § Spragus, Lsct. on Rev., App., p. 324, VWevin pp. 27, 29, |
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That no ons but a truse servant of God has sny right 4o axtend invits-

tiens to sinners to coms forward for pra}er. That this discussicn of
thes leurner's Banch rasgards that maasurs as being in tha hands of Ged's |
|
trus ssrvants, and net in the hands of men of the werld, whe have no ra- %
gard for the truth, (2) That thoss who mmpley the Mournsr's Bench, and :
i

ralatad daviess, as Finnsy, Taylor, Andrews, Burkiit, Moody, and eth-
1

ere, ahove mentionad, do not ses the sams in the light of the abovs

statement, (a) Thay 393 the hand of God in the matter. (h) They do

net z=s sny disgrace resulting from its uss, whers it is proparly em-
*

pley=d hy one of Ged's sarvants,

(j) Maasure generates wrong feslings.--"The precess ig well suit-

ad to generats wrong feelings, . . in those who ara subjacted to its J
rough opsration,” § This will not result, if the serviecs is in the
hands of a eongecratad and intslligent man of Ged, and the matiter is
preperly conducted, on an occazien suitable to its use, Lass than

thin, ws could net ask,

(k) Is it tha best plan of deciding on fasling?--"Is it the baest
l
way of deciding on the digested feslings, the deliherate purpose of per-

song, whose attention has bean arcussd, it may be for ths first time, |
and perhaps only a few minutas hefors, te thp graat subject of raligiuQZ%
The readar will pleass notice the nice diserininations suggested by the i
aheve quastion,--"digestad faslinga";-"daliEarate purpesa’; "the hest

way of deciding", ate, (a) The exprassion, "ths hest way of dsciding?,

#* Cemp, zhova, VI, 6,(2),
§ Navin, The Anxious Banch, p. 108,
** Sprague, Lect, en Rev,, App., p»,2061f8,
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sesms to admit that it is at least, a good way of dscidisg, (b) If the
feelings arse "digastad", and a "dslibarats purposa’ haz hesn formad, the
indieatién of the sams ecan eertainly he vary properly made by rising, or
by coming ferward, when epportunity is affordad, (e) Whatavar the
purpess, or faslings, arse, if ons honestly dssires the help of prayaer,
thare can certainly he ne imprepriaty in indieating it in eithar of thes«

ways, if asked. As to whather it would he "the best way", would depend

en circumstancaes, In many places, as those in vhich the paopls have

been accustemsd to this method propsrly smpleoysd, it would ssap %o ha un-

|
|

questienahly the best fer s;prssqing a dssire for prayar,
(1) Tends naturally to diserder.--"The Anxious Banch tends natur-

[
ally te disordsr, Whera any considerabls excitement prevails, it is al-
most impessible for the maasurs te ha appliad, without coenfusien and com-
motion," "Tt is always ready, .Aa to run into disorder.," It is "emi-
nently adapted , . to prapara the way for slmost every species of disor-
der,® # Notieo hers the axpfissiena "tends naturally to"; "is always
raady . . te run"; "eminently adapted . . %o prepars the way", After -
all, howavar, tha subject resolves iteslf into the naturs of the ranare-
ment, Whara preperly managsd, thars will be ne "ecnsidserable excite-
mant" of an impropsr kind. Wherae prepsrly managed, the truths of God's
Word will ba kept prominantly hefors ths congragation, Whars propsrly
nanaged, the Mourner's Bench will appesr as an oecasien, er eppertunity,

and not as an efficient cause,--An cccasion, or epportunity, of sxpras-

sion, and if Ged se favers, an oceasion of hlesszing,

* Nevin, The Anxious Penech, pn. 108f; Sprague, Leet, cn Rev, ,
App., p. 265, '
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(m) Craates false issus fer cenecisnce,--"The Anxious Beaeh, in
the eass of an awaksaned sinner, ereates a falss issue for the conscience
Not whars the truths of the Gospal ara orasentsed in the right ligh$, and
impressed, and the Mourner's Ssnch prassnted simply as an oceasion of

axbrsssion, The ugs of the Mournar's Banch gives = good epportunity

for making oprowinent the office of truth, ths absolute nscassity of

trust in Chriat, and Christ alone, and the neeessity ef the Holy Spirit'q
pressnce and powar in order te the ability %o trust. & 3
{(n) Use of crdinary means of grace,--"Spscial effusi@ns of the
Spirit, the church has a right to axpasct in avsry ags, . . and whara
sueh exprassions take place, an extrsordinary uss of ths ordinary means
of grace will appear, as a matter of course." § It was in eonnectionL
with ravival oecasions that +hs usa of the Mournsr's Bench came into noa¥

tice, lany sarnest and sueeessful ministers have walcomed its use, and

Palt that undar Ged's helpful sanction, i% kas been the occasion of great

hlessing to the work, They heliasve it to he an outgrewth of the revi-
' , |
val spirit and gircumstances, and as sueh tc be concietant with the spir-

|
it and 1ife of the Gespel, and in hamony with all other Gespsl neans. #*

(o) Good somstimes donse,--"Far ha it from me te undertake to preo-
asunes on those hrathren whe have thought it their duty to ecuntenance"

Anxious Seats, " a sentencs of condsmnation; or to question that good

« : 4
has sometimas hesrn done whera thay have men used.," §§
. A

# Nevin, The Anxicus Bench, p, 66,

§ Nevin, npt 7
=% (omp, above, Cha, IV, IX; VI,8 (2),9% al.
§8 Sprazus, Leset., on Rev,, App., pps 2617 1
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|
Thus, ons who oppeses the Moumnaer's Bsnch dees not "quasticn that
Food haz semetimas heen dene whera! it has "haen used”. Thars can boa
no wonder, then, that its friends do not question that fact, They havei
all tha avidencs they want that God doss really makse use of it as an
oacasion of hlassing toe sinnars, =*

{p) Ramsens of disuee.,--"The raasens fer the gradual disuss ef

the 'anxiocus seat! or 'panitants' hench' by soms ravivsliste ars frank-

ly and fairly stated by the Rav, Orsen Parker: 'For about fiftesen ysears
I made use of the 'anxious seat', till I saw that the pmeple hegan to
truat in it; and that, altheugh they would go to the 'anxious seat', E
a
thay would not go to Christ, It had heen injudiecieously used as the
'‘mourner's! Yaneh end as the 'anxious seat', until peopls genarally he-
eaﬁg vrejudicsd against it, Se that few would coma forward when called,
unless somsbody want and urged them, and almost pullad them forward,"§
Let us ehcervs, hera, 1, That prepsr presantation, and emphasis, of
Gospel truth, and understanding of the real significanocs of ths Mourni
er's Bench, as a siméle occasion of sxprassion, would effeectually coun-
teract the miastaks of trusting in it and net in Christ, 2, The prsji-
udies raferred to graw out of the injudicious iuse of the Mourner's Beneh,
For this the devies waz noet rasponsibla, Ita abuse is t¢ hs charged t¢
the account of those who misused it, This is nothing against tha Meurn-
arts Bench, 3., As to tha mattear of geing oﬁt into ths congregation

and foreing the peopls to seme ferward, of couras that should naver he

done, Leave the peopla fras to esct for theamsselves in ths mattsr,

* Comp, anevse, Ch,VI ,8,02),(3), at al, . ?
§ Hervay, lan, of Rev., p. 79,
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Navar zo bayond the 1limiis of Gespal truth; a elear and cerdial invi-

tation to interested sinners to comae, forward, if they will, fer pray- )

ar; and such remarks as may sncourage them to look to Jesus for all nesd-
|

o2 grace, and for sataernal salvation,

(q) The Mourner's Bench divaerts attention,--"The attention of the ’

praysrful is drawn away from the marey seat, te securs the suecess eof
the 'snxious asat'", "It is an injury . . to have ., . attention divert-
ad , ., from the real issue" te a falss ons, 4*

Phere thars is a propsr eeneaptiah of truth, thers is ne danger of

looking away frem Christ to the Mourner's Bench, The ceming tc the sams

for prayer is net leckad to in such a case, as an =nd, but only as an

humbla instrumentality., If, aleng with a vropsr pressntatien of truth,

Ged ie pleased to maks use of it, well! "Spask, Lerd, thy servaent hear-
£ y - 3 y o
A

ethi® If he choosss to work upen the hearts of tha psopls, direetly,
: . ‘

through the praaching of the Gespel, without any ether instrumentalities,

»

-
wall! Just so his will is done,--his work accemplished, Whers the truth
iz mads clear by ths minister to the congrsgation, there is no danger of

any false issus, § i
: <
(r) Mournar'g Bench comnittal ,--"1 have seen anaugé?o convineg=s ms
thet sinners srs very apt te vlace a sslf-righteous dapandence on this |
act of cewmitmant.,” »# This would net ha thas case where the Goppel
was rightly proclaimed, In the use of the Mourner's Bench, it ia the du-
ty of the praeschaer to taach the peepls that "the Mournsr's Bsneh cannet
éave you, Christ aleons can save you., The fact that veu cemé forward

# Hervey, lan, of Rav, p. 85; Navin, The Anx.Bench, p.77.
§ Comp, above, Ch, XIII,B,3,(e¢); XIII,B,3,(d),

| #x_Spragus, Lsci, on Rév.,Apn, p.387, Cowp,abave Ch XTII B 2.(i), |

368
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hats, howaver, and thus indieats to all thess praying people, whe ars
alrsady interasted in you, that you realizs youraslf te he a sinner in
the sight of Ged, and that you want to he saved, and that you are will-

i
ing te surrender yoursslf up now to the Lord snd to his merviece, and

that you want them, by prayer, to halp you se te do, and to find Christ
in ths narden of your sine,--this exprassioen mads in the sinesrity cof
your heart, Ged, for Christ's sake, may he now pleasad to blescs, Thara
is no merit in the Mourner's Baneh, There.is net = partiels of werit !
in your ceming forward, hare; bhut God may be plmgsad, for his own Ssn’J
|
szke, to accapt you in the act of so doing., Yow, if you wish to coms, |
eammitting your soul inio the hands of Ged, fer thias greacious faver andi ;
hlesaing, coms on, whils we quistly wait a moment? (or "while ws sing i
this song"), |

(a) Vigihlie affacts net worth all claimaed,--"Te draw an argumsnt f&r

the Anxious Banch frem ite immediate visihle affaete, ia to fake for

grantad that these ars worth all they claim %o he worth," #--Net nec- |
|

essarily se, And yat ona would he slow to rajest unmistskahlae sviden-

ces of eonvarsiens ecsurring right then and there, as it wers hefore hig
|

ayas! §
(£) Dastrovs, but raturne nothing,--"Ite tendeneies . ., ara de-

cidadly bad, without any cempensation of a solid kind," =+ This

statenant is made from ths standpeint of eanemy te thae devies, who can

sa= no gooed in what he hates, The frisnds of the msasure can ses par-

* Nmvin, The Anxious Bench, p. 35,
§ Comp, above, 0Oh, X,2,(4),
#% Navin, p, 9,n2ef,
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manent good in it, if used acscording to the real nseds of souls,--éen- |
aigtently with the real Word of truth,

(u) Is this Ged's way? --"Is it the wizdom cf God and the power
of God as its friends would fain have us heliavs, for eonvineiné eaTA~
lass sinners and bringing then to tha foot of the cress? ., ; « IT the
Anxious Bench "bae found wanting and unwerthy of confidenee hers, we may
gafely opronsuncs it to he unworthy of coanfidence at gvefy other peint, M«
That God has hesn pleased te hlass the use of the liourriar's Bench, is
avidant to a gr=at meny goed men and successful revivalists, A grast
many pastors, whe devetsdly lovs their churchas, smpley this davice,
fasling that it has ‘the sanction of the Holy Spirit, It has survivaed
tha cpposition of at least ens and & half esnturiss, and will evidently
survive to the snd of tius, It is narkaps net the Mourner's Baneh that
peopls condsin, Hut the abuse that is sometimses mads of it in some hands

(v) Festar's ruinous idea.--"The Anxious Beneh is adapted to cre-
ate and fostar the ruincus imagination, that thers is invelvad in the
act of ceming.te it & real decisien in faver of religion.," § Let the |
roader nots that the statement smpleys ths term "adapted", lHers, as |
alse?hara, evnrythihg depéﬁds on ths management. What effeci would the
Gespal have, if preelaimed by an infidal, or a hlasplemer?  What would
bmsems of our pulpits,if we were to turn them over to gawhlers?t *»

(w) Ne commmity presvers with it,--"A false theory of raligioen

is invelved in it; . ., ne religious ecommunity ean grow and prosper in s l

| * Navin, The Anxious Bsnch, p. 65,
§ Navin, n, 72,

++ Oomp, above Ch, XIIIL,B,3,(r) et al,
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|
solid way, whers it is alleowsd to have any considesrabls authority."  But

the graat many prespsrcus churchas all ever the land, whieh employ the |
| |

lournsr's Banch, or its corresponding devieas, are procfs sgaingt the !

above assertien, Here, as in other assertions, our author nse qualifias

hins statemant, that when you arrive at his neaning, thers is but little |

to considsr in the eoffort to reply, =+

|

3in is ackno¥ledged, bat net in its true sextent, The idan of a naw (i

(x) Sin and regeneratien net sufficisntly admitted,--"The fact of |

" ;
spiritual ereation is admittag,but net its prepar -and radieal and compra}
A

|
l hengive form," ¢ This may bs trus in the case of insincera and un-

|
I -

! serupulous men, But in the hands of intellgient and coensecrated pas-
l tors and worthy revivalists, it would net he, Suel as the latter, eeon-

dern sin in all its forms, and dwell upon its "excesding" sinfulness;
. % .

insist onAnacsssity of ragenaration,--"Y& must be hern again”, and sxalt
| the Lerd Jesus Christ, as the only way of salvation,--"for thars is
nonse eth;r wiy under hesaven given among men, whershy we must bs saved.”

(y) Involves arroer and harasy.--"Errer and harssy . ., ara invelwsd
in the system itedlf, and cannet fail sooner or later, where it is en-
eauraged, to evelve themsslves in the most miséhieveua ragulte,”" #=»
Thersa can eertainly »4 no "arrer" or "heresy! in the Mourner's Banch,%
whars propsrly condueted, It.is due to the devies that it he praperly
conduetad, er net:at all, Thers mist net hae charggd to the Hournar'a

Banoh tha conduet of unserupulous amd ungedly maen,

* Nevin, The Anxieus Pench, p, 118, Cemp. ahove, GhQ»VIII,B;{c);
VIiII,3.
§ Navin, p, lLi4, *# Navin, p, 114,
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i

{(z) Deserves to ha discouraged.--The object of Nevin, "The Aaxieus
Bepeh", eh, X:--"Ts show that the measurs is adapt@d t¢ chstruet rather
than to premote the prograss of trus gedliness, and that it deserves to |
be disecouraged en this :acczunt . "« The auther of "The Anxious Bench"
doss not write his Tract with tha viaw of impartially exemining all
facts connected with the Mourner's Bsnch, and givinglthe devies impar-
tial justics, but doss his work with the dstermination of unecenditional-
iy killing the measure if it is in his power, § The Mournsr's Banch
asnnet thearaforas ;xpe@t to racaive impartial traatment 2t his hands,
This, howaver, it demands bhsfore an impartial publie which will look at
ite histery in tke hands of wise and earnest msn of God., Let the facts
bs broughkt te the front, net in the lLight of ths use of fanaties, eor
of men of the world, hut that of trus and thoughtful ministers, who can
bs credited with tﬁo usa of that diseration whicﬁ'beeomas tho house of
Ged.

(&) Harm and loss to souls,--"Harm and less to the souls of men
flow iargely from the use of the Anxjeus Baneh," #+ How differant
hars is thes convietion of those gaod and wise msn who use it, Hany
of the instsness coming yndar their own paraomsl observation, in whieh

they have heen profoundly cenvinesd that Cod was in it, and that he had

smploysd it for the carrying en eof his great work of salvation. §§

* Nevin, The Anzious Bench, p, 11,

§ Comp, above, Ch, XIII,1,(1),(d) and nots,(*); XIII,1,(2),
#x Navin, p., 77; comp. abovs, Ch, VIII,

§% Nevin, pp, 24,81,112.--Comp, sbovs, Oh, XIIX,A,2,(p).
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| he "esvuricus senvarsions”, That these are the produst of the Holy Spir-

110

(am) Opens ths way teo spurious conversions,--"Thousand= of gouls )
are decaived into a false heps." "In any form, the system is Pull ef
paril, as opening the way to spuricus ceaversioms, and snceursging sin-
nars to rast in hopee that are vain and falss,” "A gystem that leads to
such a multitude ef spurious convsrsiens and that makas roou so largsly f

for that low, gress, fanatical habit, which has just been describad,

cannot paésihly ha assecisted to any extent with the power of gedliness
in its deaper and more ssrnest forms," = Nets, hare, 1. That tha
unfortunsts "sculs" raferrad to, are mislad by decaivers, net by trus
and honest msn of Ged who make the Mournar's Bench an eccasion of ax-

prassien ef desirs for the help of praysr, en the part of honest souls

that are sesking to find Chrisi, 2. That ragl ragensrations eannet

: 1
it of God alone, That wise and good ministers of Jesus Christ will
loek sufficisntly inte the conditions of these showing intarast, and a0~ |
pacizlly those prasenting themselves for marbharship in the churches, :
to satigfy thﬂir cvn minds as to whether thay ars raslly "naw creaturss"
in Christ, and thersfors really convartsd peopls, 3. That it is not

the zust;m that leads pe=ople to maks nramaturs prefessions, but the pra-

maturs lsaders, or ministsers, who abuss ths is2 of tha Mournar's Beneh,

for which it is net respensibla, 4, That ministers and churchas using

the Mournsr's Bench, do possess and enjey tha purast and d=sepast forms

of ralision, §

# Navin, The Anx,Bench, pp.24,81,112; cemp.ahevs,Ch,XIL1,A,2,(p ).
§ Cemp, ahove, Ch, VIII,

J
|
|
|
|
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|
|
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(bb ) Pepularity ovreves nnthing.--"?epularity and apparsnt suecseas
provae ﬁething." "The pepularity of the Anxious Besneh proves nothing in
its favor.® # This deapsnds on the character of the péepls with whom
it is poepular, When the reader ehrenieles th~ Friends of the devies as
thair names are found in the praeceding pagss, =nd censiders ths natura
of the mvidence pressnted im pracading axtracts frem authors and work-
srs, ha will be in a betiar position to answer for hinmsalf, Pepulsrity
of the right kind, and frem the right soures, dosas indicate a great dsal
in faver of aiything., Aecordingly, it mesns s graat deal for ths Meurn-
ar's Banoch,

(ec) BSueecass proves nething,--"Nething can ba argued in faver of
tha Anxious Bench from its sueess,” ete, "Wa ars told of hundreds aka-

kened and cenverted in connsction with its use. . . But aftar all, the

. raprassntation is entitlad to no ‘raspect," § Real success, as the

reader knows, amounts te a graat deal, It is one of the mest importsnt
faets in faver of anything, Thae positien of our auther, as shown in the
abova statsnent, puts hin at graat disadvantgge in the estimstion of im-
partial judges, Certainly the "repressntation" of honsst man "is enti-
tlad to" some "respaet!, If anything preves anything in faver 8f a
devica, raal success doss, ##%

{dd) Salvation lims in the sinner.--"The ground ¢f the minnar's

salvatien ia mads to lis at last in his own separate persen,” §8..71

—

* Nevin, The Anxious Bench, p.32,
$ Nevin,pp. 85,3
*% Sem abeve, Th, VIII,

§¢ Wavin, p. 115,
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sinees he, who is the Infinite Creator and Lerd, has if in kis power te

112

do net considsr this as trus., Prepsriy managed, the sinnsr is raminded,

with mmphasis, that the thing to do is to trust the Lord Jesus Christ for

salvation,

(#s) QJalvation depands en New Measuras,--"Ths whole question fer

-

aternity is te he setiled by a single act, an arbitrary aet, vary rs-
x
aantly adented.'" # No intalligent and theughtful minister belisves,ar

tesaches, that thers is satvatien in the Meurner's Bench, They helisvs |
that Ged may he pleaséd te blass men whe will indicate, by their coming ?;
le

forward, their eonscious need of a Saviour and thsir dasirs to appreach,
with others, the throns ef zrace, in praysr for thse divine faver, That
the sinnsr has to rpake a cemplete surrsnder of hinsdlf te Ged, is cer-
tain, = That this may bae affactivaly deha in ths aet of ceming to ths
Mournar's Banch fer prayer, seems aquslly certain., That a datwrminatiaq
net to come seems to put the individual into an unfaverabls attitude i
with rafarance to aecepnting Christ, amsspgs %o he hayend question, One
has to Bo willing to do anything the Lerd may suggest, 1if ha weuld find
Christ, §

(££f) Thing not good hecause Cod us8s it.--"I[t doss not follew by
any means that a thing is right and goed, hecsuse it may he made sub- |

searviant ocaanionall in the hands of God, to a good and," «x The
] b

faet that God does take it "in" his "hands", "eecssienally", to uaa it,

gives it vsry much ths appasrancs ef an approvdd instrusent, sspecially,
f

§ Sea above, Ch. VIII,5;; VILI,8; VIIL,?,
¥% Nevin, The Anxious BReneh, p, 37,

¢+ Sprague, Lect. on Rev,, Apn., p. 330, ; |
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provids just such instruwents as it may accord with his mind to uae,
The fact that he is eenseciocusly prassent with his servants from ysar to
'ﬁ year, in their use of ths Monmer's Banch, and is saving sceras and tﬁouq
gands ef sinners, on tha eccasions of its amployment, satisfies those
gsrvants that the Lerd is using it as an instrument in the work, and
that it is "in the hands of" the Lord, a good thing, #

{gg) System unfaverahls to intelligent piety.--"The general sya-
tar to which the Anxious Bench belongs ., . is unfaverebls to dasp,
thoroush and intelliﬁgn;t piefy," "The very design of the inquiry now
prepessd, is to show that the Anxious Bench, and the Syst-m to which i%
halongs, havs ne claim to be considersd aither malutary or safas, in

ths service of rsligion." § Yat, ths most consseratsd men among us use

it, and fasl that God is with tham in it. A great meny psepls dets
their convarsion te the very set of coming to tke Mournsr's Bench, er
te the vary moment of praysr at the Mournsr's Banch, Heving heen con-
#1ncad of God's hlmsaing and prasence in the same, these ministsrs se
irprsszad, faesl that tbsy cannot dfford to dispense with its use, 8o
it goss on, and all racegnize that ite powsr is net its ewn, hut that of
the Holy Spirit, who is pleasad to work with man, az thay ars plaased
to acknowledgs their sins, andvtheir need of Chriet, and sxprsss wishes
for the halp ﬂf thair friends in praysr, »»

(hkh) Greund ef objsection,--"The ohjeetion o it raeally rested on

a theoloegieal greund, Ths 01d Sechool, extrsms Calvinists, weres not

* Cemp, above, Ch, VIII, Ha, 2
§ Nevin, The Anxious Bench, pp. 22,112, Comp abevas, Ch.XIII, B,3,(z),
#+ Como, abeva, Ch, VIII, T
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willing to allow that the humsn will had any sslf-deternining nowsr,
! In their helief conversion follewsd raganaration, a mysterious preeass
| wreught imrmediately by thas loly Spirits” on the haaréﬁcf the alaect,

Thay wara accustemed mersly t¢ urgs their hearara to use the means of
graee snd wait on the Lord until it was his good pleasura te renaw them;
Nip, Finney, on the ather hand, assumad that the sinner had sufficiant
power of galf-detormination to accept the divine bromiss of galvation

at any time, and that nething hut his ewn wicksd peyverai%y stood in the
way of ﬁis }g@gﬂlgts salvation,n Consagusntly, in all his presching

he attsmpted abov@ a1l things to SWeap away aveyy azciuse that man had
for their inactien, and strova by evary meana in his powar tc bring theam
to an imnmediate decision feor Christ?s But the views of the ax{rams
Calvinists and of Finney de not naecessarily confliet at the Mourner's
Banch, It is truie ‘hat the Hely Spirit originates in the sinner's heaprt
&ll real intsrast in the diraction of salvation, Alse, that he reslly
hrings the sinner ugée repantances and faith, At the sams tine, ke uses
means, and the Mournar's Reneh is one ef the geans ha employs in this
work, ien are to do all they can in the uss of tha appeintad or adopted
means, and nene have a just eaxeusae for'rajaeting/or not accepting,
Christ, Yet, the Holy Soirit doas all the raal saving of thae soul,
through tha all-sufficiant atonenent of Christ., The prepsr use of the
Mourner's Bench does not nacsssarily, at all, eenflict with Ged's sev-

ersign gracs, on the ons hand, or human fres agsncy on ths other, Ged

uses tha Mournser's Banch, and yst salvation is all of Christ,

| * Vsddar, Hist, Bapt, ¥id, States, pp. 152F,

[ .
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(ii) The Mourner's Bsnch opposad,--a."Hr, Finney's usa of this
msthod (inviting inquivars to the 'Anxious Seat!) was meversly eriii-

eisad", "It was in connection with these mastinga" (at Rochaster,atc)

that graat opposition was davaelopsd to what wers called Mr, Finney's
‘new measuras'",* b, "Ths worldly minded man, Tha extravaganciss and
disorders -of the 'old-fashioned mournsr’s hagnh! will offend him, But

his lordly lip will curl with aqual scorn at Mr, Moody's meatings, whers

regponass are discouraged and shouting saints are warnad to kesp silenes,
w
Tha solamn 'ingquivy mesting'! of the staid Prashyterian sharas the ban “

I
of his disapproval with the noisy altar--work of the impulsivas Mathodiat "§
e¢. "If New Measuras can ha shown to procesd from thes Holy Ghost, or to
ha idsentified in any viaw with the csause of ravivala, they may wall de-

" mand cur raverence snd respact, If they can ba shown even to be of
adiaghoroug character with regard to raligion, . . they may then put in

=

a reasonable plea to be toleratsd in sileanca, if not sbsolutely approvad1

But naither the one nor the cther of these nositions csn ha suscessful-!

1y meintained," %+ d, ‘"Anxiocus Seats (as thay were unfortunately

1824
called ) hacams common ahout tho same time"(1887)., "It cannot be said thi
thay mat with gonaral approval; and the moras conservative pastors strong-

ly discouwtsnanced them." §§ e, "I do not deny that thay may hava

hean usad without injury, pefhaps with soms advantaga, in certain places |

and on particular occasions, But as a genaral msasure thsy sasm to me

# Vadder, Hist, Bapt, Mid, States, pp. 151£F,

§ Vinesnt, Ths Revivalz p. 33, '
#+ Nevin, The Anxious Banch, p. 21, |
| §% Fish, Handbook of Rev., p. 351,
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unnecessary, and seriously objsecticnehls." =

A, The readsr must reject all opposition that grows, 1., Out of
prajudice, § 2, Out of fanaticism, #%x 3, Out of ignorance.--This
applisaa to that Opposition‘which grows out of thae lack of acquaintence
with the measuras,é-a fact wuits pessible in comminities whars thay are
"new", Hara, thay ars rsjactad hacsuses thay ars "New Maasurag!, and
not becausa they hava hsan impavtially, patiently, and preperly usad, and
found to be wanting, §8 4, Out of an indiscrininate fault-finding Jdisd
position, Sych a disposition will condemn ths good with tha bad, ##=

B, Lat hin note ths following: 1. "If New Measurss can bhe shown
to procesd from the Holy Ghoast?, thay ars to stand,--Tha highest avidaned
that thay do, and that they tharafors have his éhdorsement, in, so far
as ralates to their actual workings among us, ths fact that he hlesses
their use, §8§ 2, "The mors conservative pastors. strongly discoun-
tenanesd tham." Conservatism would hold on to what we havs, and admit
nothing new, and espscially ‘nothing in confliet with it, In this we nmay
ha sadly wfnng. Such is elways the ease, whan wa, in our consarvatism,
rafuss to admit that which is necessary, or better than what we have,
Many consearat8d hrathren hava found ths uss of ths Mourner's Bench, or
its r=lat8d devicas, a necessity to tha most successful course of a re-

vival, In such casss, thay have found it truly hslpful, and an oceca-

* Spragua, Lect, on Rav., App., p.349.

§ BSaa sbove, Ch, XI1II,l.
#+ 3aqa shova, Ch, XIII,1,(2),

¢ Ses VAddsr, abovs, Ch, XIII,B,3,(ii),a; XIII,B,1,(j).
#*% Ses above, Ch, XIII,;B,3,(ii )b,
§3% Sas abhovs, Ch, VIII,

i | -;
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sion of graat good, 1t is wisas to be conservative in the right dirac-
tion., Never, in one that is wrong, #* 3, If tha Mourner's Banch has
besn usad "with adventage, in certein places, and on particular occasions
the natter of its uss resolvas itselfl into;ccnditinns: (1) That it be
usad only, but. suraly,on such occasions as really eall for it. This is
all that its thoughtful and concidarats advocates could ask for it, as to
cécasien. Tha honset pastor, or leadsr in charge, must decids ths quas-
tion for hinmself, (2) That it he properly used on such occasions,
In Zuln‘ thus used, it will bs used to the best real advantags., 38

(33) -No Seripture for it,--"Thera is no Seripture suthority for
this measure",--Soms evangalists, #»
! ¥3 nead to ascartain hara, what ia "The raal attituds f the sacred
Seriptures to this matter in clsar axpression, or in spirit, and whether
it accordingly has the senetion, or rests under the condemnetion of,

God--not what may be its visible origin, or developmant, within the

vracinets of acclesiastieal historv," §§ Lat ue co nszuer, with a view
to arrival at this fact, the following taxts: 1. Rou. 8:26,27:"!Pha
Spirit holpeth our infirmities' (R.V, )--helps us wharsin we lack. !'We
know not how to pray as we cught' (R.V.). .Hs teaches us what to pray
for,etc.; intercades for, inspiraes and intensifiaes our desiras; lesds
us to prevail’.--ls inspiraes all real pravar for sinners, #*=
2o I Tim, 2:i-4: "Exhortation that supplications, praysrs, intsrcas-
sions, thanksgivings, be mada for all men',--tharsby enj joining us to

* See anovs, Ch, XIJ1 ,R,3,(11),4; B,L (h), B,(1i), (i)

§ Sas above, Ch, XIII,B,8,(ii), (a), and comp. Ch, VIII,
#» Hervay, Man, of Rev., p. 85,

§% Chr. Ind., Ost, 19,1899,art.,"Mcurner's Ranch",
|___»** Chr, Ind,, Oct, 19,1899,art, "Mourner's Banch”,
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pray 'for all mwen', This includes sinnars." #

8. Rum, 21;7} Sinnare (Godfa arring psople ) asking God's ssrvant to
pray for tham.--"Thersfors ithe paople csms to Mosss, and said, We have
sinned, for wa havs spdkan against ths Lord, and against thes; pray unto
the Lord, that he taks wway the sernpents f;? us, And Moses presyesd for
the paophs,"--The Lord was pleasad with his servant's petition, and an-
swarad it,

4, Joh 42:7-10: God instructe offendsrs, assuring them of the hslp of
prayar,--*The Lord said to Eliphaz the Tamanita, My wrath is kindled
against thee, and against thy two friasnda: for ya havs not spoksn of me

tha thing that is rizght, as my servant Jod hath, Therafors taks unto

you now ssven hullocks and ssaven rams, and g0 to my servant Jod, and of-
far up for yourselves a hurnt-offaring; and ny sorvant Job shall pray

for you: for him will I accept: iaest I deal with you aftar vour folly."

Joh "prayed for his friends”,.--The Lord wvaguirss his sarvant to mediate
or interesds for othere., Morsover, the Lord inelinad his heart to do
this thing, |
5, Gen, 20:7,17: The Lord instmicts Abhinmalach, and assuras hin of the
halp of prayer.--"Rastora ths man_giz wifa; for he is a prophst, and
he shall pray for thes, aﬁd thou shalt livas, , ., So Ahraham prayed unto
God: and God healsd AEimalach",etc. Hera, as in Joh, abova, tha Lord

justifias the supplication of man for man,

€. I Ki. 13:8: Ths saervant of thes Lord prays for the wickad Jerseboam,

. gV !
~--1Tha king answerad snd said unto the men of Geod, Intrsat now the face |

* Chr, [nd,, Oct, 19, 1899, art,, "lcutner's Reneh®,
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| again, And the man of God %asonght the Lord, and thes king's hand was

' restored him again, and hecsms az i waz hefora, M The men felt his

[
|

=3

of ths Lord thy God, and pray for ms, that my hand may he rastored mé

need of praysr, and appealad to the man whon hs recégnizad as on terms
of anproach to God, Him ha aszkad for prayver,

7. Ac. 8:24: The sinner instructed to pray., His request, in rsturn,
for prayer: "Pray ys to the Lord for ms", 3Ses commants, Ch, IV523,
avova,

8, Hr. 11:34; Jas, 5:18: Tha prayer of faith is answerad,-~%All things

whatsosvar ye pray and ask for, bslieve that ys have recsivad them, and

ye shall have thew",--Mark. We avre to pray for one enothar,--"The sup-
nlication of a rightecus man availsth much in its workige".--James,

Ths Holy Spirit indites all raal prayer. The Holy Svirit origi-
natas. in sinnars an intarest in eternal things, » Tha Holy Spirit in-

ciines tha Christian to pray for sinners, and impresses the sinnar with

, desirs for the help of praysr. The Christian finds joy in loeating thoss

who fasl thair need of Christ and dssire to be saved, Ha dssires to holp
th§?=-at least in vpraysr. The intersstad sinnar finds sncouracsmant and}
halp in knowing that ha is remephersd by praying psople at a Ehrena aof §
graca, It is propsr for oprortunitias to he given that thase facts nay |
b2 mede known, Ilence, ths proposition from ths ssrnest Pastor to the
interested. Hancs, in rasponse, the exprassion of dssirs for prayer.
Compara the proposition of Sammsl, I Samf 7:5:- ﬁGather all Israsl %o
Nizpﬁh, and 1 will pray for you unto the Lord." Also, va, 8, ths en-

treaty of Israsl, "Ceass not to cry unto ths Lord our God for us; that
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ha will save us out of the handy of the Philistines"., Also, vs, 9, "Sem-
uel eriad unto the Lerd for Israsl; and the Lord héard hin", ~-Samusl
voluntesrsd to pray for ths paople,

It is thoroughly in mccord with the spirit of Seripturs for God's
paopla to pray for intsrasted sinnars, I% is not contrary to Seriptura
pracadent for God's sarvants to indicats a willingness to pray for those
who nesd his hslp, It cartsinly cannot he sgainst the spirit of Seript-
ure t¢ sncourags those who realize their nesd, to honestly indieate it
at a proper tine end nlaca, What placs mors appropriats to indicate
one's desira for prayer than in the preasncs of praying paopla, in the
housa of prayer?

THE END,
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