
CERTIFICATE. 

This Theeis has b')~n tr:>..nsoT'ib~d from the manu-

eeript of its author and i.n his ah!'!ence from the 

city. Errors and omiosions exee.vt~~td, it A.l'Y.~~.l'!'J 

in th~a~ paee~ !)r"ci"'ely aa Yritt~n "Y hin. No 

alt..,ration<> ct any kind :have been int.,nt.ionally 

howev,.,r, that the all thor ha!'! had nc Cl)portuni ty 

for p.roo:f-reading and tyr,oeraphical ~rrors doubt~ 

l~t~!'! occur. 
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PREFACE. 

Much int~ro~t has attaohad to th~ Mcn::.rn~r 1 a Benci1. Sine~ it 

claims a plac~ runon;:; !'"'lllg"i01;s prr-... cticP.·:, 11.11d im,i teg Oi;&.r a.oc~ptano_,, 

it '{)qoom.,f3 thq f'Jllhj~ct of" rr:ttoh t.ti' ~~· .. asion. It ta.~ bl'l~n very atronely 

advocated. 

ThA ohj<!lot of thi~ Thenie is to brine out, as far a.s may be prac

ticable, the facts ccnc-r.:-r.-nine it. 

Loui~villA, Ky. > 

March 28, 1902. 

• •••••• 

H. R. lLci.endon. 
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C H A P T E R I. 

JJF.:FINITION. 

(a) Pro~~r n~finition: · Some prominent oench, or l)~nah~s, in con

~lkations of worship, to w·hicl"L int~reatqd sinners ara invi t~d for in

terrogation, inst~1ction and pray~r, or simply for pr~y~r. 

(b) Improper Definition: Th~ above so extqnded as to "Ai.brac:~ all 

k i.nds of rm'l-Jlio e'W.pression on the part of minist~r, or r.elpin~ brother, 

• toward f! inners, with a view to suer. adlr.onit ion and. pra.y"'r. 

(c) Finn~y's Definition: "Soil~~ particular s~at in the place of 

me~tine, where the anxious may com~ and be address 'Jcl. partioulR.rly, and 

l)e mad., au,jects of prayer, and sometines be conversed with individ-

§ 
ually. 

(d) A Word from Spo3ncqr: As p·•mi ter.ts "usually occupied one seat, 

convenient of approach, and ·Nara s:pok"'n of as mourn.,rs, on account of 

their rJins, th"" seat they occupied durine the exqrcisea c~e to be 

•• 
called the Mo,trn~r!'C 1 Bench." 

(e) Adverse: 11 Anxiou~ ::l"'B.ts", el3ats "on whicl; the awakened and 

alarm9d ar., plac~<J. hy thamselve!'l, to be addras"l"'d and prayed for aepa

rataly, and to b"l e;azgd at by th"' whole assm13bly ." H 

• Chr. Ind!3x., Oot. 19,1899, art. 'Mourners' B"moh.' 
§ Finney: R~vival Leoturl3s, p. 253. 

u Spo;,noar: Hi~t. Ky. BB.rt i ~t,p, vol. I. p. 693. 
H Spraeu,.,, LMt. on R~vival~; a:):i.'"ll3ndix, p. 349. 



-t <'~~'~I \~'olt·-~~~.~~' J \'\. .\<1 , 
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C ll APT E "R II. 

DIFFEREm JJ:F.:SIGNATIOns . 

1'Anxioua Ssat", A.D. 1831.--ehr. Ind., ''ol. 5, p. lfS5. 

11r'ront B·•.mehAs 11 , 1831.--flhr. Ind. vol. 5, p. 378. 

"Inquir'lri'J' Seatf'll", 1832.--Chr. Ind. vol. 7, p. 21~. 

"J:o,ront Sea.ts", 1832.---Chr. Ind., vol. '7, p. 2'13. 

"Anxious B••meh", 1844.-- Nefin, T.he Anxious E.Ftneh, ]>. 11. 

''Seats of Deeision", 1876.--Moody, Goa. Awak., p. '752 • 
.,. 

"Y~>niitt!!rP..t-? 1 B~rfoh 11 , 188!1.--sp~no.,r, Hist. Ky. Bapt.,vol. J.,p.B93. 

Th•:!l'"!l are also som~C~ compr13h.,#siva t'3rms which are do3Aign~d to in-

48 
11Finn..,yism", 1844.--Nevin, The Anx.Banoh, p. 44. 

II 
:'Ne"¥' H~C~asuras 11 , 1844.--nevin, 'l'he Anx. B'3nch,r. 1-4. 

last century. Says Dr. Spenc<'~r: 11Du.ring tlv~ r~vi,ral of 1827-30, ••••. 

The po:~nit'3nts wara invit~d to con.~ forward and d~sienat~ them~alve~ as 

~mch; • • • as they usually oocupiad one "!!"lat, convenient of approach, 

and ware spok..,n of as rnout•n:~r~, on ao~ou.nt of thai:r A inn, the seP..t tl1ey 

occ··4pi9d. durine the '9Xeroises oame to b~ call"'d the Mourners 1 BAnch." 

'rhA t~m 1 Mourn~r~ 1 B~moh 1 was ~ometin.,s used in d.qrision. 3ays 

Dr. SpqnoAr: 11 Thia 1uay ha.va b9~n used som'3tim9s as a ;-;onv.3ni.,.nt t~m 

of d~~it2:l'lation, hut rnu.ch o:rt..,na:r ••• as a t"3rm of' oontqmpt. :r 
~ 

• lli~t. Ky. Bapt.,vol. I.,p. 693. 
§ Hi.'-lt.. Ky. Bapt., vol. I., p. C93. 



Th~ tArm 1:F'inn'9yian 1 was ~uee,.,st·~d by the fact the.t !Jr. c. G. Fin

• nay 9mployl3d and ruada th~ 1~ourners 1 B9nch pro;r~in·":~nt in hia r~1fi,ral'3. 

'l'he t~m" 1Uourn!'!!rB 1 Bench' ru:td 'Anxious Seat' ar"l tar more fr"-

quantly elnployad among the gen.,ral ity of. wx-it.Al"!1 than are tha other d.ns-

ienationa. 'Penit9nts 1 B.,nch 1 and 'Inquirers' Seats' are vary saldop: 

found. 1~evin l.l.~~s both 1 Anxioug s.,a.t • and 1 Anxion.~ Bench', havinc a 

gr9at pref9r·=mca for the latter. 

• Co1np. Nevin, The Anx. Bench, p. 34, not'3 • 

• 
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C H A P ~ E R III. 

RELATED DEVICES. 

1JU.sine 1 in congr~eB.tion, 1821-1824:,--Wrieht, Life or Finney,p.lOO. 

Requests for prayer by risine, 1822,--Spr~~~, L~ct. on R~vival~, 
3 6S 

Ap~~ndix, p. 36?. 

Kn~"<linz at ~eats, 1831,--Chr. Inde vol. 5, p. 155. 

Kn~~J.ine '1:>-,for~~ th" altar. 18!H ,--Chr. Ind~x, vol. !5, p. l?nn. 

Co:mine forward and kneeline, 1832,--Spraeue,I.aot. on Revival~,ApJl.368. 

Invited into aisle, 1831,--Chr! Ind., val. H, p.31. 

J.if":tne u.p hands, 11384,--Hervey, Han. of Rev., p. 133. 

Lean1ne forward, _!)ttttine h~ad on bc.ck of pqw,--Finney,Rev.LMt.p.?.fifi. 

S:hRkine hand!'! while singine, 1801,--Bllrldtt & Reed,Ch,Hist.p.l49. 

Enterine into oov.,nant of prayqr 'l:>y rising to the feet, 1'797,--

Writi~s of L. Dow, p. 4n. 

Written r'3quests, 1830,--Life of Em. Andr'3WB, p. 118. 

Petition~ t,o ryn. read, 1830,--Life of Em.Andr~wo, p. 118. 

He:u;ainine in places after services, 1884,--Rervey, Man. of Rev.p.Rl1. 

Anxiou.~ tak.., S"'>8.h in eallotn;r; Chrintian~ r~tir~ for })!'t'lyr-rr.,J.831,--

Chr. [nd.,vol. 4, p. 367. 

Anxious rt3tire to ohay1~l; Cilr.i~Jtian~ r~a.in for pray~r, 1831,--
9'3 

Chr. Ind •• vol. 5, p. 188. 

Anxious invit'.3d into baeelnent rooms, 1832,--Chr. Ind. 7 vol. l1,p. 89, 

R~t i r~ to 1 "c tur~ room, 1884, --H<!'Irv"'y, Han. of R")V. , :p. 85. 

R~tira to tent for conversation,J.!331,--Chr. Ind., vel. n, p. ?.01. 



Invit~d to adjaol3nt hall for instruction, 1830,--I,i.fl3 of J~. An

'' q dl",W8 1 p. ll-8. 

Inquiry m3~tine, 1821-1824,--li'rl.eht, Life of Finn~y, p. 100. 

Anxious roe~tings, 1?.31,--Chr. Ind., vol. 4, p. ~99. 

5 

ReqU13<:Jting i.nquirqrs to call llpon pa.<>tor, 1887 ,--Fish, Handbook of 

Revivals, p. 350. 

Pastor visi tine awak13n..,cl at their hom"J6, 1832,--Spra.eu.,, Ll3ct. on 

lie"''tine pastor at pa.rsonaee, 1884,--H9rvey, Man. of Rev., p. 811. 

M13~tine pagtor in on"' of thl3ir own hom.,~, 1884,--Herv..,y, Man. of 

Rev., p. BB. 

COMPREHENsnrE TERMS. 

"Syst.,m of New l~.,a~ur~s", 1844,--'N~vin, The Anx.B~noh, p. 4. 

usyst<':'>m of A."lxiou~ Bench", 1844,--Navin, The Anx. Bench, p. 5. 

As to any partieula:r. form of exprPJs~ion, to the PJX.clusion of oth-

ore, th"'r"' ccu.ld. evid"''ntly i>e no just contention here, since the Script-

urea do not dl3signate any particular form. Rising, kneeling at on~ 1 a 

s"!at, sitting down if congreea.tit~n ia standing, oomine forwa.ra. and tak-

ine front aae.t, kn.,~line, or ehine the hand to the minist~r and return-

lne to on~ 1 s place in th~ ooneraeation, 30ndine forward to minister. n 

.,n.•i tten requ~st ov"lr on.., 1 !3 sienature, witil privilaee of announc"'tll'l"tnt to 

oongr,eation, CJr raining th·~ ha.nd--thAse and such like "'xprP.sdong would 

involve th~ s?~l3 principle. As in every other part of oonerega.tional 

s':3rvin~, RO h~r..,, all thin~" ~hou.ld 11b~ done dAo~ntly and in order.'' 

• SAe Chr. Ind., Oct. 19,1899, art. 1 'Mourner~' B~noh.' 
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''Son.~ hav~ e.dopted th~ expl'\di~nt of inviting tha people who wer~ anxio~ls 

for their souls to stay for conversation after the rest of the coner~

eA.t ion h~id. r"tired.. , • Other!J, who would be rnuch ashrurrsd to employ the 

an.T.ioua seat, have asked those who have any f'e~line on the Sll....,j~ct to 

Rit ~till in their s.,ats 1rhl'tn th'>.i r'>.lf'!-1; retire. Oth·~rs have called the 

anxious to retire into the lecture room. 'l'h-3 o-,.,jeot of all these ia the 

arune, and the principle is the same, Now what objection is there 

aeainst takine a pa.:rti.oular seet, or riAine up, or eoine into th'3 lee-

• 

The a.l-)ov><; devic"'s, as Ul3"!1d 1-)y the mini~ try of. deno1r.inat iona which 

approve them, have in view th., accomplishme:1t of' the ~run"' een.,rA.l ob-

j ~ct, tmd for convenienc.,, may 'be compreh"lnd '9d und":lr the nruue, --System 

of the l.foumer 1 s B.,nch. Any on"' of them may be oon~id,red as represent

ed in !Jrinciple, therefore, by the simple t.,rm, :Mourner's Bench. 

• Finn"'y, R~vival L'9otur.,a, pp. 254 f. 
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C It A P T E R IV. 

ORIGI~. 

'l'hiR fact s"lems involv•'d in obscurity. W13 appsar to hav-a no eat-

isfactory ~vidanoe as to thl3 axact }Jlac"J, dat~, or introdu.o<;r of this 

dwie~. It is a matt"Jr of no littla interest, howev..,r, as to where 

and when it originat9d. 

the .followine:--

r. It has b"J~n the opinion of som"' that th~ practice orieinat~d 

with Rqv. C. G. Finn.,y, a not8d Pr"Js'byt'"lrian "1Va.J".C'-'li"t of' lagt e9nt-

•u•y, whose ministry extends .from lR24 to 1875, and who conC'.uct~d r1any 

qucc"ls<!'fu.l tu~"Jtine~ in New York and othAr state~. 

We find prominent in th., work of Mr. 1'inney, 

• (1) Invitations to 'Inquiry M"l.,tines', 182?.-1824. (2) Requ.estrJ 

for p.,opla dasirous of acce1)tine Christ, 'to 1•in~ 1 to th.,ir r~~t, 
§ 

1822-1824. ( 3) Req\4Mts .for thog.a. 11W'ho desir"ld. to h~ eavAd to oom., 

forward to th~ front s~at while thl3 rest of the conerqeation pray"ld for 
•• 

and with them'', 1825. 

Thes"J practi.ci'Js did not how"lvar orieinnte with l~r. l"inn~y. u, 
§§ 

simply introduced them into his s~rvices from th9 practic"' of oth'!rf!. 

II. Goinebaek from th·~ latest above date, 19 y"ars, to Jlme 1806, 
I 

'W/3 .find Rev. Lorenzo Dow, M"tho.-lht, in rr~~land, "invitine up mourners 

• Wrieht, Lif." of Finney, p. 100. 
§ V"dder, lUst. Baptiste !Aid. Stat~s, p. 1!52. 
* V9ddl'tr, lliato Baptists llid. States, p. 162. 

H s..,.., "'.'<ldd."'r and Wri.eht sag l\bOV9. 
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to h~ ~ray~d for.• • 

w~ r"toord al!3o oth.,r instanoo9a in the work of Do11: 

( l) Sundry ttooma up to be pray.,d fol"", Aueu~t 29 ,180!5. § 

( 2) n., 11 oa.ll~d uy th!l mourn~rs to 'H~ ~)rayed for", Lone Island, Hay lR, 

( 3) We find "fo14r mourn..,rs" cordne forward "to ,., prayed for", Augu~ta, 

Ga., MRroh 13, 1802. H 

( 4 ) On Sept-,mber 1797, h.., propos"''s to the p"opl., a cov-=-nMt o'f pray~r, 

to b~ aieni'fied to by atandine on th~ir fe~t. ~-• 

Propos i tiona for prayer W'3re a familiar part of Dow 1 s ln-,thod o:f 

work, .,mbraciT'.e in th~ full"lst a-,ns., th" principl., ( ru1~. ns'3) of th-, 

Uou.rner'a B.,noh. 

III. The Revival and Revival Influ.,nc"''s of 1799-1803. We note, 

1. Incidents in thll ministry of R.,v. L"''JnU.,l Burkitt. 

f 1) In January 1802, at Cn.shie Churoh, Ko9hukee Association, north 

Carolina, Rev. Mr. Burkitt, at tJv~ clo!'!~ of hiR s.,rmon, ea·.,., e.n oppor-

tuni ty f. or prayer. 1!~1 r::aid," 'If there was any person in the congre-

eution who saw hiJl!'!"llt' in a lost, oond"!!rnn~cl state by rf:'ason of sin,if 

he wculd ~Col'la up to the table, at the pullJi t, he would pray to the 

Lord for hin. 1 Accorclinely Mrs. Gillan ~aw~ :f"orward and knMled down 

at the table, with one or two more.'' §H 
• Writinge of Lor~nzo Dow, p. 267. 
§ Dow, p. 244. 

~· now, p. 234. 
U Dow, p • VH> • 

••,.. Dow, p. 45. L0 7i 
f i§ Burkitt l'( Reed, Ch. liint. , l/P• aaa. 
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( 2) In 1801, or about thiR tin~, at Fishing Creo.k Church, HaU fR.x, 

North Carolina, at th9 cloa.., of the ru-,.,tine, :Mr. Butkitt said 11 Tha.t if. 

. th-,r~ was any pqr!'!on in th" congregation who d~7sired to eo to hea.V•3n or 

be converted, if n., would come up to the pulpit, h, would pray to the 

Lord for hil"l." In r.,spons..,, " A youne man came, witil tears in his ey~e, 

and requested his prayers.'' • 

Thus, in th" practio" of Y.r. :Burkitt, we find full sympathy with 

the Mourner 1 s B~mch s 

2. Camp-me~7tings and the Altar. 

( 1 ) ln 1 '?99, or 1800, Camp-m.,~tine" orieinat.,d. Says Dr. ,T. B. l.!ofar-

rin, ''There were siene of th., comine revival on Cumberland Cirm.lit in 

1799 ••• The li\O~t wond~rf-ul dhplay wag at Desha's Creek, near the 

Cumberland River, where many thousands had coll..,cted toe..,th.,r. 'J'his 

wag a Camp-me-,ting, and wa'!l P""rhaps th., s·~cond or third ..,v.,r held in 

the country; ind..,.,d, it was in this er.,nt re,rival that Crunp-m~~tines 

orieinat8d." § 

"In th·~ y'!';ar 1 799", aaya on., of th8 brothers lt 1 Gee, "we aerEH3d to 

mak'3 a tour throu ... ~h th~ Barr~nl':l, toward Ohio, and oonolnd8d to att.,n~. 

a saoram~nta.l sol .. )l!Ulity in the Rev.ltr. McGr"!a.dy's congregation, on 

R-,d Riv~r, i.n our way ••• Thin vas th11 1,..,ginnine of that elorious re-

vival of r"!ligion in this country, which was so gr~at a bl.,!:!sine to 

thousP..ndq, B ... "'ld from thiR l!l9~ting Camp-m.,eotine~ took thl3i r rise." •• 

"The first Camp-meetint; in the Uni tad Stat-,s was h'"ld in 179S ,on 

•Burkitt & Reed, ch. Hist.,pp. 242r· 
§ l!c!'}rl"in, Math. in 'l'.,nn., p. 336. 2. c. i"V" 

u R.,dford, lf"'th. in Ky. , ,.ol. J. ,.Pl,. 2c9'. 
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the banke of Red. :River, in K~ntu~ky. 11 * 

( 2) The altar established. 

In connection with the first Cronp-rnq.,ting, an "altar" wa.tJ ""r~ot-

~d unto th~ Lord. in the forest. 1' § 

"It was in this great r~vival that 08ltlp-m~etines orielnll.terl. ••• 

The erounds w""re el'cln..,rally laid out near to some flowinG cprine, • • • 

a shelter in the aenter :ror public worship •• • Jn front of th~ pulpit 

was the altar: thin Yal'l d..,sir;n·~d. al'; a :plP..c~ :ror p~nitents, where they 

might be coll"tcted together for :pra.yf!l"r n.nd r~ligiou~ instruction. This 

altar wa~ 11.~11e.lly ma.<~.·~ of pol"3B, or squar"' pieces of hewed t iraber ; 

l>laced on post!3, at the four corner~, with op~nings for inereg~ and e-

er.,sflf. In~ ide the al t&r wer9 S"!ats t called by many, ancl sometir.:tes in 

derision, the 1 Mourn~r 1 a ,_,enoh 1• At the olOR"!! of the A"'rnon or ·~xhor-

b.tion, an invitation was eiven for Jnourners, or penitents' to 001!:'" to 

th~ al ~a.r--that is, such as werq convinced of ~in, E.r,c. were i.nquirine 

'what th"'y should do to be saved', were invit~d to approach s.,at~ s.,t 

apart for. th~m." •• 

}Ue.,ting method, a...'1.d dd"'s in them favor their oriein in 1799-!800. 

We ther.,i'ore find the 1!o11rner 1s Bench, thus far in our inveati-

gation, a device a.cc.,pt~d !:>:r many p<=!ople as ""'·rly ae above dat", and 

justly ccnclud9 that it had its origin earlier than the 19th C'!lntu~r. 

AV~o, that nental devic-.s wer-7 ~F.ployed by some wher., we find no die-

• McClintock Cr. Strong's C'lyolop.,dia, art., "Camp-m~etine. 1' 
§ n " n " 11 n " 

u McFerrin, Meth. in Tenr.., PI .336-338. 
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tinot mention of th'9 sinpl~ Mourn . .,r•s B~noh its~lf. 

lV. Th~ Practio~ of J. A. Granade. 

''In th~ y~a.r 1785, ther'9 Wl'ls a olasF: organi?.~d in Sullivan 

Cou::ty, n~ar whl3r'9 Blou.ntvill now I'Jtande, a.l"ld th~ follo"·ine Y"'ar a homsa 

of worship was built. This, from the b~st information I can e~t, wn~ 

th., firBt Methodist Chul"eh built in the Stat·3 ••. ll'9re Granad~ for 

the first time preached in 'l'!'Jnnass~e. It s~~ms that a'bou.t the year 

1790, it was announc.,d. that a ~tran~~r, 1 the wild man 1 , would preach 

at Acuff 1 s Chap.,l on a c 9rtain day. '!'he day arri ,,..,a_, and with it a 

va<Jt concourse of l'~ople w~re assembled, anxiously awai tine the ap-

p~aranc~ of the 'wild uan 1 • • • Announcinr; hiFJ text, he proc~~O.ed to 

preach th~ 'u.nsearchabl~ riches of Christ 1 • The m""tine was protract-

~d for t"n days wi H er~a.t effect. Scores of mourn~ra orowd.ed. thf!'l 

1nourner 1s 'benoh--th~ firat time they had heard of such a thine." * 

We find h"r~ that it existed and seemed to 'bAJ in f8J'ti liar usA 

with Mr. Granade in 1790o § 

V. In South Carolina, about Aueust, 17ao, nwn~"lre ca:me 1:>~for"' the 

wholq conereeation, W'1(1 r""q_u~sted prayers. Also, "little lwnbs mlllt-

ed into teal"s 11 , r"tqH""'t~d ''th~ pra.y~re o:f God 1e p~o:pl"!'." •• 

Her.,, (of cc,lrsq ), we s')q evi1hnt the spirit and atmoapherq of 

the iiourner 1s B~nch. These int~rA~ted on"'s were of cours~ encourae'-'d 

in thus expr13!ldne thAir wishes for the hel;e of t!rayer. 
• McFerrin, M~th. in Tqnn., pp. 105f. 
i There ssqms to be som9 conflict in allthorl'l h.,re,as to da.t"!t. I 

have thoueht cl.~giral>la, how~v~r, to P~e:~apt thq above date as 
correct. See Bane, Hist. Lretho Ep. Ch.\-•ol.2,p.l0fi,--dat"J 
a'bout 1000 to 1.801. •• Rir,pon,Ann.R.,ei"t.-,r,vol.l,pp.l07f. 
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VI. Purth.,r Me;ht f'roll: North Carolina. 

Ahout 1 '198 or 1798, R~v. Srai th F.,rt:t.lson pr~aohed on "L.,wis 

h~ pra.y"'d for to draw near, and almost the whole oonereeation bowed 

( 1) Mr'1. Riol3 asks prayer, --1822. ''Lewin Craig bl3ine at the It<l~t-

i_ne, it occurr,-,d. to her (Mrs. Rio.,) in the tin., of l'r.,achine, that he 

and mya.,lf were worshippers of God, and that he would hr,ar our prayer!'! 

for h.,r; ther.,for•'\, with er~at appearanc~ cf 0ontl•ition she request-

ed our :pray.,rs. '' i 

( 2) ~lJristians ask pray..,,.~ for them!'J.,lves end th.,ir children,--18~1. 

11 V:h.,n preachine closed, a number of old professors Yere up, nale and i'e-

mal"' and in a flood of t'3arA, d.e!'.!irine pray.,ra to b6 put up to God 

for th"m and their children. !t •• 

{ 3) One walk a three miles to Mk for pra~r.,r, --1786. _ 11 Walk.13d about 

thr.,., miles to req1l'3~t 14-9 to pray for him, for he f~l t 1lims'31f a poor 

lost sinner. w~ il~1'3diatAly withdr~w into the wood~ and went to pray-

~r." H 

( 4) A woman ( llies '1'aylor) rushes into the pr"lsenoe of her i'athel!', 

R~v. Joru1 1aylor and asks hin to pray for her,--1786. "She came 

• North Cr?o!'O lin a Bapt. Hist. Pape-rs, vol. 3, p. 70. 
~ Taylor, llist. Ten Churohes, ~- p. 102. 

u Hiot. '1'en Ch. ;· p. 86. 
H Hi:lt. T."'n Ch. ;' p. 83. 
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rtlshine in with an apparent frieht and a .noo3. o:f t"larl3, and • • • drop-

ine on h~r kn.,~e, with heart r•mdine cries in treating me to pray for 

her." • 

( 15 ) Two hw~ba."ld~ -ai th th"i r wi.v.,s COlt:~ forward for prayer, --1 '185. 

"It l)eing in th~ ~11rinc of tha y'3ar, I took a t('):xt from the Canticles, 

• r/hen I Rtopp"'d ~p~aking, two m-,n and their wives, as if they had 

previously consulted, rose up, and, wi~11 trfiiWibline, c8llla forward, and 

. . The thine beine so new to the l"~"'opla, 

it spread a he~vanly 'blaze through the assen.bly. 11 § 

Here wa find ourselves aeain in the atmosph..,re of the Mourner's 

B~noh. 

VIII. Light from Bane's History of the Methodist Episcopal Churcr. .• 

( 1 ) On July 29, 1776, we hav., int.,re!'lt~d ones "baceine all to pray 

for th91U11 • ... 

( 2) On May 7, 1776, wa find distr•eR.l:'"!!d sinners b.,ggine th!"! preach~r 

~~~c ~tay and pray with them". H 

( 3) On May 3, 1776, the distr"lMeil. ramain for prayl')r after the s!"!r-

vice. "U"Mn mo~t of th.q coneraeation went away, aom"' war~ so distressed 

th• plae:~. 8om<:t liv.,ly Christians stayed with them, and continu-9d in 

l'ray_,r for th~ ~pac"' of' two hours, till fifteen mourn-,ra were ene:oled 

to rejoicq in God their Saviouro~t dlt 

-f-

• Hist. Ton Ch. p . oo. 
~ Hist. Ten Ch.~pp. 47:£'; 

u Bane, Hi!lt. Heth. Ep. 
§ II " II 

II " It It 

Spencer, llist. Ky .Baptists, vol. I. ,p. J.U. 
Ch. t p. 101. 

It .. p. 100. 
tt ~ p.9B. 



'\fcrt.\. 



14 

E 4) Th"Y fall on th'!ir lm~~rr and '3ntr-.,at the prayers of God's p~ople, 

1 7?1.5. 11 Som~tiraes ten or t,v-.,1 "~ hav·:1 '1-)"!!..,n d.,-:o:ply convino.,o. of sin in 

one day. Som~ cf th~se w"'re in great diatr.,ss, a.~d when they ware qu~s-

~~y r~ply but by w~eping and falline on their kn9~s, before all the 

~las!!:, and 9arn"!!~tly P.Olioitini th., prayAr!'l of God's pecpla. And from 

time to tim~ he has answer"'d these petit ions~'' • 

B~nch atmosphere, wi til eom-, encwuraeine, and soms makine, r~qu~sts 

for pray.,r. 

IX. Lieht from the J.aoors of R~v. F;t<Jaz<Jr ·r;n99lock, of Lebanon, 

Connecticut. 

11As 1he waa delivering his discour~"' V•"lry pl"'a~?ently and mod~rat~ly 1 , 

the d,~pth and ~tr~neth of re.,line inoreas~d, till som~ bAean to ery 

out both abov·~ and b~low, in awful distres!:' and aneuiRh of sm1l, upon 

whicr. h~ raioed his voic.,, that h" tnieht be heard above their outcril!\:~; 

hut th'3 d.i11tr~~"" P.nd outcry ~pr"ladine and incr.,asine, hi.s voirn was at 

leneth eo d~ed that h9 could not be h~ard. Wherefor.,, not r,,ine 

aol~ to finish hia s13rmon, with er.qa.t a.p!)arant a~r~nity and calmneaa 

of soul,- he ca.lleci to th~ distres~<=Hi., and d.,!'!ir"'d th~m to gather them-

~elves toeether in th'!- hccl.y o.f th~ ssats below. Thia h~ did, that he 

ho,.t th'3rc, .,tc. -Bat he ought not to have done it ..• H., should have 

sant hi~ h<'1ar<'1re how', to eneae~ in soli t.o.cy, serioue thoueht, in r"laif-

• Ban~, Hint. Ueth. Ep. r.h.," p. 94. 
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ine th., Bible and in prayer. Ther~ is r.,a.son to :f'~a.r that frOI<l al>out 

thie tin.,, and in thP. mod~ hl3r~ '!X~n:.plifiad, !"ala~ oonv'"'reions were 

f'3<~rfully raultipli-,d."--Taunton, Naw Eneland, Oct. 1741. • 

The ""to" hare amply _provid_,~ for th"' pr9fl"!no"' of prayer, which on 

such an occasion as this would :mo~t n·,_turally bGJ •lxpactad. We hav;-, an 

allu.gion to pr11.ya"t" in the lattqr part of th"' extract, "in readinc the 

Bibl~ and in l'"t"ayoqr". 'J'ha id~a s"'"'rns to h~, L"llt them do their prayine, 

P.to., in private. 

X. The Practice of the Weeleys. 

1. The wesl.,ys often ~rayed for paopl., who ask~d or d.,sired an 

lnt9rest in their prayers. 3ome instances. 

in her ,.,half, a..."'ld Ha tu.rn~O. h-.,r h'3avin'3ss into joy. !I i 

( 2) June 26, 1739, 11 Thre~ person$ t~rribly foql t th, wrath of' 

God abiding on th-m at the sooi..,ty this :wenine. But upon pray"!!r beine 

Dtade on their behalf, H., was pVmMd !'loon to lif.f; u.p t,h., light of Hh 

countananc., upon th'!.m."--John 1/§sley, Brintol, England. •• Stota oth-

er instances in his journaL 

2. In 1'739, ~ieht or t"n ask for pray>!r. 

''In th~ hlttqr 3ncl of the y~ar 1739, "lieht or t"ln p"'rsons crun9 to 

Ur. W~!>:l~y, in J,ondon, who app..,ar~d. to b., d-,.,ply convino3d by sin, and 

earnestly eroanine. for r.,d"!!mption. Tl1ey d"'sired (as did two or thr"e 

---------------------~-

* The Gr9at Awak-3ning, pp. 16./f. 
§ Tyerman, T.if~ of' IVedtoty, vel. 1, p. 255. 

•• '' " " " vol.l,.e.:te. r-.2.,'9. 
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more Ute n,.,.xt day) that he wc:tld. sp~nd qomo. tine with thtnn in prayer 

at1d adviA"" theJrl how to flae from the wrath to come, which th"ty saw 

continually haneine ov"tr their h'-'A.ds. tt • 

XI. What shall Wt'J ~P..Y th.,n a~ to th"t oriein . of' the Mourner 1 s 

B.,noh? In answ,.,r to this qu.,stion, I wi~h to say, 

1. That so far as r"latqs to it~ ruod.,rn dev'3lopment, ~he prac-

tices of thq W"tsl~ys were, at least, f.avora~l"" to it. Mr. Charles We~-

ley ev,.,n Us"!!s the '9Xpr,Rf'ion, "Oh that blessed anxious S"tHt 11 , etc. §. 

2. If it did not actually orieinatg with the W"tal,.,ys, it rm1st 

lit+t 
hav·~ aom~ into .,xint'3nc~ as ~=tarly as the work of El"'lazar Wheelook,l74L 

vd th some lini tat ions, nay r,., very r9mote. The matt~r of intercessions 

was even conunon in ,,.,ry a.nci··mt tin~ll. In Acts 8:24, thq flinn"'r 

n~PJt"tg r'Jquest for prayer.--"Pray ye to the Lord for me", justifies u.~ 

in the underst8nding that su.ah r.,qu.,~ts fr<w the wiok..,C. w..,r~ thoueht 
• 

admissibl,., and rieht. H~ was wicked. He f'~lt hirla~l:f' in dang..,r. H., 

asked for prayer. Why, how~vt')r, should he hav~ oonsidarad this the 

wise thine to do, when he had just bel".ln cou.n!'!~llll\d (Acts 8:2tl) to r.,-

pent and pra.y? He may hav~ R•~""11. dh$rs mak13 requests, and known of 

th..,ir being encou.raeed in so dmine 'by th•) apo!3tl~~. In hift emereenoy 

h., would hardly hav"' p-;.ad~ such request had h., not som~ reason for be-

u..,vine it consiet'3nt with th" mind of' th~ apostlM." U 

• Redford, H-3th. in Ky • ' vol • 2, pp.lOf. 
i Kirk, Leot. on R.,vivals, 1). 29C. .... S,_1~ e.l:>ove, oh. IV •• IX. 

§§ 'I' h., Chr. Ind •• Oct. 1~,1?.99, art., tjvfourn. B~nch. I 
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C HAP T E R V. 

OBJEO~ . 

Thq qu"J~tion, Why hava pAOpl" rMorted to thi!! d~vice, now comes 

up for investigation. We can p9rhaps best answ~r it, hy lookine into 

the desien of dif.f.Arent men, who ~ave expr~~sed th~meelves on thia 

point, or by notioine its operation, Mit oom"'!s l>flllfore Ul'! -at dif'fqr-

ent tines and places. 

1. The object of Rev. C. G. lt"inney, in new York and other places, 

e.bo1.tt 11~!5, wa~ to l.,ad tb., tru.ly pflllni tent"to a deohdon in the matter 

of tl1eir rqlationtt, and to publicly commit th~"n"'"'lves to th., s"'rvio., 

of God. Thus, 11In one ot bia .,arly meetings when he had 'b8en pr~aoh-

ine about threa hours", he 11 att~r~pt~d to brine p"'oplq to a decision •• 
<!J 

• hy requ...,stine than; to rise it they desired to accept Christ". 

"Those in the aud.iqnoq who W'"lr~ ~r.,rioul'lly considering th"' question ot 

their r·~ligious d'iltiqs were asked to rise and by that act publicly 

oonunit tham,.,..,lVfllt!'! to the !!"'rvio.flll of God:t, eto. "When he introduced 

into his services the so-called 'anxiot!s seat', the invitation wa~ to 

thos" who Yere r~R.dy to r~p~nt of' th,ir Rins and to oonnecrat"l their 

whole hearts to God~ Sttch were invit~d to r~spond at one"' in a public 

eommittal, and w~r., ask.,d to ~.,parat., thams~lves from the world, and 

to oom., .forward to specified seat!':", 8to. § In acoordanc., with t~ 

practic~~ ot Mr. Finn.-,y, we read, "l\fuch has been done of late to lead 

• V'3dder, Hist. Ba}lt. Mid. States, p. l52o 
§ Wright, T~if'" of Finney, JIJl .100 f. 
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awak..,ned einnere to ccrnndt th-:lms.,lv~!3, 1n order to e_,t then1 over that 

• ind.,cision and fe&.r of' man which haY·~ k.,pt th·u~ 'back.''. 

2. 'l'he institutors of the ttAltar" f'ittfld it "up with seats for 

any that may be s~~ktne the pardon of ain". f 

"The anxious", we read, were 1•invi ted to come forward f'or instruc-

tion and prayertt. 

/~ain~ "1hose p~itent sinner~ who desired the prayers of God 1 ! 

peor>le, and deli'bera.tely r.,solvl'.td to give th~elves away to the Savior, 

were invit~d to come and take the eeats immediately in f'~ont of the 

Pulpittt. U 

We have aeain, "The calling upon those Yho ar"' anxiou.~ about their 

Balvation to come forward a!'ld occ~;.py a place by thems!'9lvea--or what 

ar'3 called in Juv,erioa anxious Sea.t~--that they may be individually con-

v"rsed ..:ith, and that special prayer may b"'l made for thr)m.lt ••• 
H.,r.,, th~ objent evidently i~ to mediate, or help the sinner,by 

mAJans of l'ra.y.,r to God. 'fhe sinner realiz.,s hifl need of the- Divine 

offered in his behalf. At the same tirne, ~he Christian d-,gir~a to a.p-

p~h God in hiA b~hal:t", and 'b"!!!lievM that God, for Christ 1s sake, 

will hear prayl'.tr :tor hirn, i!' they can both oom~ in ea.rneatnqss b"for~ 

r.od, and off'~r hir1 the pray"r of fP..i th. 

• Spraeue, L~ot. on R~v., App.t p. 368. 
§ Gorrie, Hi~t. M"th. Ep. Ch., p~. 309t". 

~~ Chr. Ind., vol. 5, p. 201. 
H Chr. Ind., vol. ~!f, p. 89. 

••• Int. Cyelop., vol. 12, p. 59?, art.ttR~v.R3liGion.n 
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3. "Th~e.., m~C:tS'Ill~~F.:, whil~ thqy are intend-,cl to COl!ll!l.i t the ao-

tors, ar~ m~ant also to awaken the attention of others, and to serve 

• 

"Shakine hand~ whil~ singing, wM a means (though simple in itself) 

to .further th"l work. The miniet.,rr; U.~"!la. fraqu,ntly, at the closq of 

worship, to sing a s:pi!'i~ual sont; suited to the occasion and eo throueh 

the coner.,eation, and ~hake hand~ Tith the people. And sev~ral, when 

r~latine th"!li:r axp~rienc-9, declared that this waE: the first mean.s o:f 

their I}Onviotion." f 

IIere, we have it employed a~ a means of leadine sinners to re-

flection and o:f thus advancine the interegts of th.., Ma~t,r's York. 

4. Another desie;n was to g~t ~inner'! to ccniii!it themselve~, "and 

to render it iJnposaible :for then• to return with r}on-,igtency" to their 

f'orm~r lifo. •• 

-----------------------------------------------------------------
• Sprague, L~ct. on Rev., App., p. 368. 
i Burkitt & Reed, Ch. Hiet., pJ¥. 149~1~!. 

·~ Spr~le, Lect. on Rev., App. p. 368. 
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C It A P T E R VI. 

GROWT.H AND PR.'Il!VAI.:ri:li"CE . 

1. Allout 1"41, as se"3ms "lVidl3nt from Number IX. above, the lUH'J 

of the lfourner 1s B~nch, as now e.,~n in pra.etiee a.mong us, first. came 

into R ieht. Accordingly, in October of above year, we discover Rev. 

lUeazttr wh•J.,lock ea.lling to the dhtr..,sg~d and dMirine them to "eath-

er thams.,lves tog"!lther in th'! body of the s"!lats below, • 

nteh! the rnor"' conveni...,ntly oonv.,rAe with them, co\ms·~l, direct ,ex-

hort then1," ate. • 

Tl1ere is rt'tason to consider that 1'Frora ahout thia time, and in 

l 
thl3 mocl.., Mrt'!i1t'txemplifi•~d, 

1
' th"'lr"' d._,valoped a mor~ or less extensive 

entployment of r'3vivalistic l)h~nom.,na, l'!ince,as ll'a~ the opinion of some, 

"Fals., conv<9rl'lions werf'l fearflllly multiplied", nnd that as the result 

We find ours.,lves h..,re in the 11idst of such a revivalistic spirit 

as would readily weloou.~ any ingtr1unenta.li ty that should brine with 

it narka of sanction from on hieh. Hence, theee thinel!!l,to the extent 

that they oor~J£.9nd-,o. thems'3lves to the p.,opl.,, ag •r thin kind, found 

advocates. ~·a ma.y !O!Uppose they fotmo. advoce.tes ra~.dily and advocate~ 

mar:y. 

In th" sam" dqcad"!! ... ., find: "Several wer"!! brought lmd.-,r the ss.Jl1~ 

cone~rn abo1::.t tl1eir !'fouls, and began to see th.,ir nia..,rable lost state, 

and wer" made to continua earnest in prayer ••. Th"l trouhlt'to. and bro--

* Tha Great Awak.,ning, p. lG':'. 
£ The GrE'!at kwalv'lning, p. 168. 
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ken in h"'Ja.rt were brought to Mr. Kuyper' a house, wr.o, u:pon aonv·,rRing 

wi tf, thern, soon di~cov"'..red that the Holy Spirit, by th., Ylord, had be-

' 
gun a work of aonv iction in there. • • • l''J·om that day the work increa.~ed 

b.,yond description: t.here ia no pain tine of it to the life; it was a 

pl'!rfect commente.ry ll!JOn tha f!l'lcond cha:pt~r of the Acts 1'--C'rerardua Kuy-

per's :pa~ tora.te at 1\ieulterk, about 1748,-- 11Re:forrA8d" Church. ~~:~ 

2. \i'e S"l!~m to find our~""lve~ in the midst of Uourner B"'Jnch devi -

Says the R"v. J..:r. Jarrett, Protestant Episco-

pal n;.niater. from England, th~n in this oou.."'ltry, "Sorn.,tin~!! ten cr 

twelve have been deeply convinced of sin in on~ day. 

were in great diAtres~, and whom tht~ty wer., questionea. cc.;nvernine the 

state of their souls, were scarce abl9 to make ar:y r~ply hut hy 'W~.,p-

ine and falling on their knees, befor~ al l tha cla.es, and earnestly 

eolicitine the prayers of God's people~ And from tin~ to tine he has 

answered these petitions'1.-- A.n. l'l'lfi. f 

"May 3, 1716, the ?v!ethodiete held their lov.,-f.,ust. Bafore 

thr;:;;; had done ~p,.,aking, you rnieht aa~ a sol"lmn s9ns111 of the pres"'Jnce 

of God visible on ev~ry countenance, while t~urn of sorrow or joy w111re 

flowing from many l"'yes. Sev~ral t~atified the consolation they l!S.d 

receiv,-,d. • • When most of th'!'! cone;r.;e'ation w..,nt away, som~ were so 

distress"!!d with a sens·~ of Ueir sins ti'mt they could not bq persuaded 

to leave th~ plae~. SoJr,.q 'tin!"'ly Chril'!tiana "tayed with th~Jm and con-

tinned. in l>t"ayer for the spa·~"' of two hours, till fifteen mourners 

• Watson, Lif~~ of 'iegley, App. ) p. 182. 
§ Ban.e, HiAt. M~tl1. Ep. r.h. /p. 94. 



'\S~ . \ . 



22 

wer~ ena'bll!ld to rejoic"' in Go1. their Saviour." • 

May 7, 1716, 1'J,!an)r who ware in er'!at distr~ss begged hitl .• • to 

stay and :pr~ with them." § 

11rayer. Of course these requests were <?.nc<m.raead by the prayine peopl,. 

a. No less irlt}>ortant to our invf'tstieation is the account of I~r. 

Lea, 1787. 

( 1) "Tb., pr.,ach.,rs -.r"mt Hnone the l!lourn.,rf! and~ ncouraged th~"m I 
and pray")d Tith them." •• 

( 2) "In class meAtinea the Lord fr.,quently St')t the rnournine 

souls at libert~." H 

H"'re we eae the pr.,e.~hgrs active a.n;one the "mournarstt, and the Lord 

frequently s"ttting the "mourner~" fr~e frmr. their bondae.., of sin. 

4. In th., spring of 1'7815, we have four comine forward of their 

own accord at the close of. sermon and aekine for prayer. ••• In 

1'1.86, we find a woman in a flood of teara, falline upon h.,r knees,.,n-

tra~.ting the rnini!!ters to pray for her. iU In the srtme year, n 

man walks thr'~~'~ Jni 1"'", to the srun., minist"'r to nak.., the s~.Jile request 

for hinsAlf. •••• These are but a few of a er~at many instances 

* Bane, Hint. M~th. Ep. Ch. ,+ p. 98. 

' Bane, Hist. U'lth. Ep. Ch. ,""}>. 100. 

•* Bane, Hist. l':gth. Ep. Ch. / p. 264. 
f§ Bang, JUst. },;~th. Ep. Ch. / p. ?.67. .... Taylor, HiRt. T~n Ch. ~ pp. 4'11:'. 

H4 Taylor, llist. T.,n Cr •• ,s I' • eo. 
•*'"'"' Taylor, lli~t. T-,n Ch.,'• p. M~. 
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erron..,ously SU1)P0~<7d that the practice of prayine for the unconverted 

originat~d e.Ji~one th~ Baptist~ P..bout tJ1iR p~riod ( 1827-30 ). Thio in a 

erqat rr.istake. It was pradiced by Dudley, Taylor, lliokma.'l and oth~r 

pion~-,r pr~a.chl!lrs from the tin9 of planting th" firnt church~s in the 

1Hssissippi Valley." * Thea~ "first churohee 11 wer~ plantAd about 1"85 

- - 1'7P.8. Ther~ w"'r~ than a number of men eneeeine in this practice as ; 

early as 1785-1788. The practice wa~ al~o ~pr~ading, an1 evid~ntly 

6. About 1790, if we accept the date of Dr. McFerrin, w~ s ·~~ 

Granade nsine the "rnoum.,r 1tt bench" with such frulliliarit.y and ampl".a-

a is as to impress us that in sc1M1 quarters it waB no-r most },,.artily 

r"c~h,"'fd end :!'~rhA,ps also wid~ly used. He pr~aohed at 11 Acm.f'f 1 s Chapel" 

for ten days wi tl1 ereat effect. Scores nf r£J.ou.rners orowd"'!!d the mourn-

"r'a b~Ctnch". "At thin J!l~3tine Francis Acuf'f was conv':'lrted''· § 

6. From 1799 to 1808, wa find vary "xtP.n~h'~ u~~ of th~a~ prac-

ticas. 

( 1) In 1799 or 1800, crur.p-lueetines orie-inated. The 11t:ourn-

er's B9nch", Rrrane"'d for within tb" "Altar'' h~cam~ a prominent and 

' 
marked f~atu.r.., in th., cruup-rue~tine sarvic..,s. "In front of tha stand 

is an '3nclc~lU"A callAd the 1a1 tar 1 , fitt.,d up Yith ti"ats for any that 

r:ay 'b., S'3ekine the pardon of sin." u "In front of the l)Ulpi t 

wa.;; th"' altar: thiR was de~ien"tl'! as a plac" :for p~ntt.,nts, wher., they 

* Sp.,no'9r, Ilist. Ky. Baptiats, vol. 1, p. 693. 
~ McFerrin, Meth. in T"nn., l'P· 105-6. 

·U Gerrie, Hist. t;.,4;:h. Ep. Ch., pp. ~091-. 
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rnieht b~ ccllected toe~th~r for pr;f~and r~lieious instruction. . . 

Insid.-, tlv~ altar Wt•n·~ s~Seteo, ca1ll!!ld by many, and som~tines in d~riRion, 

the 'mourner's bench'. At the clos~ of the sermon or exhortation, an 

imri tat ion wag gi,'·'m for mourn.,rs or P"ni tents to co1r.,., to the e.l tar-

that is, such as wer., convinced of sin, and W·"lr,., inquiring 'what ~hey 

!'Jhould do to be savl"!d 1 , wer,., invited to approach seats set apart for 

thetr., wher~ they would be instruct~<! in the way of th~ Lord mor"' p,.,r

feotly, and wherA Christians would unite in songs, and hymns, and 

'l'hes,., altar ex"'lrcisee eom"-

tiJles continu.,d for many hours, especially aft~r th~ evenine sarmon,and 

ma."ly t hou.ea.nds found p-,ac'3 in Jeeutl, while kn-,.,ling in pra.y.,r, and 

cryine, 'Lord, save, or we p-,risll. ru • That the "Mourner's Benchll "''c.~ 

mu~h employ.,d in thes"' eerv.icee will app.,a.r ol..,arly indicated in the 

above statem~.nt from Dr. lioP'errin. 

( 2) Revivalistic d.~vic_,~ in 1801. "At th~ aaso~ia.tion at Gr~at 

SWamp, in 1801, Eld~r Burkitt just returnine from Ter.n-e>E'l'~ "'!"~ ru:d Ken

tucky, '1-)roueht the news to this association, and proclair.J..,d it from 

the etaee, tl1at in about eight months l'!'ix thousand had given a ration

al account of a work of grac.., on their souls, PJld hav"' he~n baptitr."d 

in th~ state of Kentucky. The desir1j_bl(., newe e~emed to tak~ suer. 

an l.UlCOJnmon ef.f'eot on the people, that m.unn"!lre were <"ryine out for 

m~roy, and many praising ~..nd elorifyine r~d. Such a Kehukee Associ

ation w., had nevar befor" s~-;n. • • The J,ord wa. ·3 pll'!ar!0<l. to mak~ us~ 

of weR.k and <:!irapJ..., fn'!ltJ.nR to ef'feot ereat purpos8s, that it might be 

• Uol~fll!lrrin, Math. in Tenn., p}.l. 33C-338. 



manifqst that ~h_, work. wa~ his and not r>tan 's. Sineine wa~ att~nded 

with apgr~at blee!'!ine. Shaking hands while· singing, WM a m.,ans 

( thoneh ~inpl.., in itself.') to further the work. '!'l1., JlliniAters used 

frequ..,ntly, at th~ close of worship, to aing a spiritual sene suitP-d 

to th~ occasion, and go throue;h the eoner..,eation, and shak~ hands with 

the people while sineine; and several, wh~n r-,la.tine their "xperieno-,, 

. . • d-,olared. that this was th9 first means of their conviction. • • 

Gi vine the peopl., ~ ip,~itation to com~ ·up to b"'l pra.y..,d for, was also 

blessed. The minist~ro mm.e.lly, at th, clo!'!.., of pr.,achine, wou.ld t.,ll 

th., coner~ea.tiCln that if there wer-, any p"lrsons who f.,l t themsr~lvas 

lest am~. cond"!!nm~d und'!r the gu.il t and b'llrd.,n of their Bins, that if 

they would come near the stag.,, and kneel down, they would pray for 

tr.v~m. Sham., at fir~t kapt many baok., but ag the wo.rk incr..,ased, num-

bere, apparently \Ulder etrone eonvietion, would con,., and fall down h"ll-

th~ir prayern. Son.~tin"l~ t•rtmty or thirty at a tim~. And at som" 

\mion m..,.,t ines, two or three 1-mndred would con•·~, and try to eomi as 

near a\'; th0y could. '!'his v..,ry much ~neag,.,d th,., :m.iniet"lrs; and ma."l.y 

QOnf~ssad that the Lord heard the prayers of his ministers, and. they 

.'i. 
har:1 r,..,n.~on to hop,., th.,ir soulSl wer~ rel ;('1-ld from th.., burden of th~ir 

sins, through the blood of Christ • 11 • 

This throws mueh light on thr, practice of the miniBt,r.s of 1801. 

Th~y bA~liA~''"d in the uao, of means, and they b.,lif.}VAd that they had 

I • 

Bl:trkHt to: R""''d, ilh. Hint. 1 pp. 144-lfH: . 



sta.t~ment that"th"l ministers ueudly " ee.V•7 an invita.tion for. p:ray . .,r. 

"Thne tl1~~t work b~ean lilld increaa13d; and the Lord magnifies the 

riches of his fre~ erne~ in carryine on hia work by sinpl~ means. He 

is a eov-<~r~ien agent; he can and does work when and where he please~; 

a.ncl "'>"! ~tl"one m~P..ns, Yf'lak meane, and no means." • 

( ~) At Au.eu.sta, Ca., l:arch 13, 1802. "Saturday ev'lnine and 

next morning, I h1-1ld ne~tinen in th•" vicinity and the work AVidently 

appeared; foar mourners came forward to be prayed for. In the a.:f't~r-

noon I ea"V~ J!'.y last di,cour""' in Aueuste., and th"'n I requedec. tl'tcse 

that wer'l det.,mined to eet out and s.,ek God, to l"t llle tak~ thP~ir 

name~ in writing, that I might reJI\emb~ th111m in ny d.,votions when gone; 

a'bout s"ven ty, who had 'been careless, crur:e forward." § 

On Aue;u.st 29, 180!5, "About tln.•ee thou.sand rose u-p in covenant, 

mmdry of whom came up to be prayed for .. 11 •• 

In Ireland, June, 1808, "Fr..,a.~~h"d, and •.. invit,~d up th~ moum-

~re to be pray~d for; B~V~ral fo1md pea.c~, and w~ had a refreshing sea-

eon from th~ pree.,nc., of God." ¥ill~ 

1:hus it "an 1,~ ~"""'" that the 11JI.ourn~r 1 a Bench" and other r•wi-

valietic d8vices were live pr~cticee in the work of Lorenzo Dow. Ev-

~:rvwh111re h., w~nt th_,~., 1!-a.m-, in a~ a matter in coure.,. 
• Burkitt & R,.,d, Ch. Hi~t.~ p. 209. 
~ Wri tine!l of J,. now, p. 1~5. 

~ * II II II p • 244 • 
f § It It II p • 251. 

..!!_•*-- " " It 1'. 2!1-11 0 7. 
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( 4) In 1804, "It was eatiJilated that about on"" thoupe.no. soul~ 

Yer~ hroue;ht from darkn~es to 1 i ght • . u.t :he various crunp-m-,.,ti~s 

wJ-,ich wers held in the state~ of North Chrol ina, Vireinia, Maryland, 

Delaware, Pennsylvania and N.,w 1ork 11 etc. • Where the Camp-m~etine 

went, the "Mourner 1 a Bench" tr.B.y h~ und~rstood to havl'l eone also. 

Hencl!!l, we may here s~~ it vigorously at work in all theae states. The 

practice n;.ay th.,r~for"' now '0~ con~i.d...,rl"'d. M practics.lly eeneral, at 

I least, a.Ji·,one the Baptists ano. the Metl1.odiets e 

7. All\laions to tl18 l1~ottrnl3r 1 A B.-,noh, in 1808, or 1809. 

( 1 ) About 1808. "The good old man ima,eined that they were awakened 

by the exhortation of th<J u.,thoftiPt lawyer, Md that they would soon 

all h., at the mourner's bench cryine for m"lrcy." § 

+ 
( 2) A~eat l:Sea, 1809. ''In Jf.iddla ar.-,r.ne~s-~11! an~. Southern K.,ntucky, 

Mil~s Uarp.,r h pass ine from place to place, r..ow defendine the doc-

trines of the chu'!'ch, and then thun.d."'r ton.,s a.~nouncine ein; or aeain 

kn~~line oeside th~ humble p.,nitent at the altar of praye~, or mingling 

hia shout~ with thoA., ju~t converted to God." •• 

Th~se etatem~nts sl.ow that the Mourner's Bench was in familiar, 

and par~aps quit~ general us" emone tl1e Methodiste in 1808. 

8. Allusions to tl:.e J.fourner's Bench in 1811-iOlGo 

( l) In 1811-1812, in connection with the work of Benjamin Du.rhmn.--

• Bane;, Hist. J,f,th. Ep. Ch., vol. ?., p. 159. 
§ Finlay, Sketches of i'!ld. Jl.eth., p. 207. 

•* R.,di'orn, )ieth. in Ky., vol. 2, py.-9lf'.9.2. 
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"On one occasion he attended a l'reebyt~rian me~tine in Danvill,. 

large cl':llrch was crowded. Mourners were called to the 'o.nxiou!'! ~"at 1 • 

Thftre waa a pause. Mr. Durha.m roi'J'"l to hi"3 :tulJ heieht and poured forth 

1!he Old Ship of Zion 1 , like 1 th,., sound of nany wat~r"' 1 • It s~"'pt over 

the coner..,eation and bor~ the people with it. In a continuo1s stream 

they cams to the 'e.nxim~~ s"S~.t 1 • T.h.,n YM ther., rejoicine in heav~n 

and on earth over repentant einners." • 

( 2) In 1812-1813, in auu~ion to t:he charact"r B.nd 1'ork of George 

Stu.rther.-- 11What a ~killfu.l, experienced, successful worker for God 

was he when the mourners w~r'3 e.t the R.l tar! A suitablA pas~ae~ ot 

Scripture 'hri~ed. the dark eulf for the penitent, over which he 

stepped into the land of peac" and lOV•3. A sweet verse from our in-

imUabl~ hytnns helped faith tremblinely to enibraee Jeau.e. F..,nrful 

doubt eave WA.y, as this nan of God told the mourner in Zion boll to 

eive up all and find all in beli"tvinee" i 

( 3) About 1816, in anu.~iom; to Ma.reus 1-ind.::.ta.y. --"Pow~rful in •x-

horatation and prayer, and d8voted to the exercises of the altar. !r ~*" 

H"tr"' i.'6 s~"'l that the Mourn,.r 1 ~J B"'noh was a familiar and popular 

prn.etioa araone the :MathodiAts in 1811-1816. 

9. .Allusions to the Mourn~r's Bt!lnch in 1822. "Tl:~ er~e.t revi-

val of thie ~hureh eoron~nced at one of Fath.,r Sutton's me!ttines, at 

the house of Horatio ll.iddl.Aton, hiA na.-xt neiehbor. 'l'htt indio&tion.~t 

-~edfO.rd, M"th. in Ky., vol. 2, p. 235. 
i M~th. in Ky., vol. 2, p. 2'79 • 

. - ...!!...._),feth. in Ky., vCJl. 2, p.lM. 
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wer~ !!'l~h as to mlgg~st the propri~ty of call irl~ fo1• rno·,4rnera; tb' in

vitation was eiv,n, nnd four crun'!! forward, o:f whom the R~v. F. F. Fruo~ 

was on~. 'J'hia r"'viva.l continued ~om" three y.,ars--pert.aps lone~r ••• 

w., llav8 an a•,count of a singular ca.~"' that oocur!'",d. durine this r.,vi

val. An old man about sixty, and very dissipated and profane, came 

in a stat'!' o.f" intoxication to a J'll.,~ting at Father Sutton's llOllSe. 

When mourners wer., called· for, ha orur..e forward with others and 1-)o-;-.30. 

at t J1e Jtourn., r t !! b.,nah. 

favor of havine him removed; but Father Sutton would not htwA hin di~

turb"'!d. bu.t talk"<i kindly to hin though as in &. state of intoxiaation 

- - told him how he ehould do when he should b~oorn" '!Oh..,r, etc. 'J'l1a t 

night waek h., was at meeting aeain, perfectly sober, and a deeply con-

victed man. Wh.,n mourners W6r~ called for, he wa~ on~ of th" num-

ber. In fot!r or fiva weeks hi!! was soundly oonverted." • 

Tlme w., find the moumer 1e b.,nch a.lbrf"' and flourishing in 1822. 

10. E mploym,nt of. th., Mourn_,r•a B~ncl: by c. G. Finney. 11L!r. 

Finney attempted to brine peopl"' to a d.,eidon ir1 the matt~r of their 

salvation, by requ.,sting them to rise if th~y de~ired to accept Christ ; 

and a few year~ lat9r, in 1825, on a sinel~ occasion he asked thos~ ~ho 

de.sired to bs saved to come forward to the front seat while the ref!.t 

of th~ congr~e:ation prayl!ld for and with theJn. It was not 'mt il his 

first seriee of me~tinga at Roch.,ster, that he mad.s much u~~ of either 

a..,vio", l>ut from thin tins onward th'! l>radio., of inviting inquir.,rs 

L • Redford, UethQ j_n Ky • • '•ol.. 2, pp. SJ, 82. 

I 
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forward becan:<>; W!!l.U~l wi ~h the~. T.his ~a~ known as 1 co~ine to th~ ar~-

ioua RIIJat'"· • 

Mr. P1inn~y Jnad~ so mu.cl< and B\.4c}. conepic\:.cus u~l! of the Mourn-

-sr'a B~~Jnch that .i.t, alone with oth9r r.!wivaliP.tic devices employed by 

him, has lleen charaot"l'I'i~ed as 11 Finn~yisnn. W11J JT!.ay consid"!!r that 

th~B~ practices 1f~~tre in a state Of full development--in th~~Jir elory--

in the tim~ of C. G. Finn~y. H"~ was a gr.,at r~~Jvivaliet and gave gr8d 

empha~h to th.,m '\)y the i4Se he :made of t hen1 in his n.e~tings. 

11. Tl1e Jiourner 1s Bench in 182'7-1830. 

(l) "An ~xtP.nsive revival • commenced. in Ken tuclr.y, in 

1827, and continued thr"Je years .••• In Elkhorn AMoeiation, whAre t81't 

Creatne, William Martin and Jeremiah Varde:rnnn wer~ among the activ~ 

laborers, more tl.an 1,600 w~~Jre hapti:o;.,d in a sinele y,.,ar ••• 

( Vard~man) continued to call on the penitent to come forward for prayer." § 

( 2) 11At the oloe" (of the t'l~rmon ), a much le.reer mun"er came 

forward rmd knelt down to be prayed for."--·Yfillineton, Conne, 1S3C,.u 

Tl:.roueh thie p,.,riod of thre"J y"ar~, th., 1)raotio~ of invitine sin-

nqr~ forward for praysr w~e common. Tl:l" practio., of Vardeman WfVJ 

only that of on., to..JUong many, and th" comine forward of "a much larter 

number", in 11 ( 2 )", was dou'bl tleee only on!! of a er~at r:1any inF>~tanc·~~ 

12. The Mourn~r's B~nch in 1A31, 1832. 

• ,edo.~r, Hint, Bapt. Mid. States, p~. 152f". 
§ Sp.,ncer, Hist. Ky. Bapt., vol. l, p. 598, 

•• Cl1r. Ind., \'01. 1--t ~ p. ~Oe 
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( 1) East Rutland, '1ermont, Jlme 17, 1831: "At the close, t.h~ 

invitRtion wag eiv_,n to thl.,a~ who had not J>r~vioudy pr~Mnt~"- tb.,J!l-

so9lves for pray~~Jrs, who felt anxious for their soul's salvation, and a 

d"t~ndrmtion to R..,~k rfl!ligion ~' to oo1ne Ollt into the aisle; 13 

presented th'9mselv~s. 11 • 

(2) Gillisonville, S.C., Rept. 1831: "After the night service, 

those desirous cf having the prayers of the coner9eation for the sal-

vation of tlv~:\.r Aouls wer~ de~irflld. to kn..,o9l b~.fore the altar, while th·~ 

pious WAre sineine the praises of Jesus. Judd the "'""pine of motherr: 

t>.nd deterP.:--which WM howev~r confined to thl3 l'ini tB of eood order--

almost all the tutconvertl3d f~~Jmales advanced to the aielq of thA m~~tinc 

hous~ a.nd knelt. '1 f 

( 3) Cheroke" Nation, July 18, 1831: "Nearly the whole ccner..,ga-

Hon who were not pro:f'.·~!3~0rR orun.., .forward to be prayed for." •• 

( 4) All)~ar~e, 18~1: 11At our last meeting, I proposed tl~t all 

those who f~lt anxious for their aoul 1s w~lf'are a.nd thos~ who d~sir.,d 

the relieion of Jesus, would manifest it by kneeline at tl.eir seats, 

and of a la.re~ nongr~eation I do not know that ther~ Was' one that did 

not bow down.w §§ 

( 5) King and Queen, Aut;u.st 6, 1831: 11Wh.,n th~ inquirer!! 1r~r.., in-

vited to come up, we could not o~tain seats enough for them." ••• 

(G) Hopef\41, Hanover, AllG'\l.:"!t, 1831: "Poor sinner~ wt~tre invitt~~~d 

•, Chr. Ind., vol. f'i, p. 31. 
§ Chr. Ind. vol. fl, p. 21)5. 

•• Chr. Ind., VOl. 5, p. 154. 
H Chr. Ind., VOl. f.i, p. 155. 

**• Chr. Ind., vol. 5, p. lnfi. 
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to th" an.xicus seat, ana. a considera'bl~ m.ur:Br cam~ forward, and appa.r-

11It is 

'believ9d that there were from eiehty to a hundrt3d upon th~ on.xious 

~eet~, all erying for m~rcy." • · 

( '1) Edeefield Association, Baptist Camp-meeting, Aueuet, 1831: 

"Cn the e.,ccnd and. on eech eucc~~ding day, th~ invitation was e;iv"n to 

• 
those who de~ired an intere9t in the prayer~ of saints, to approach th~ 

stand fror•1 which tl'le go~p·~l WM disp~nsed. The invitation was aocept-

ed from time to time by mu.l ti tudes, Vlho with streamine ey"ls :::.r..d aeo-

niz·~d hearts approached, and kne~l ine on the eround, entreated the ser-

vants of God to pray for th9m." i 

( 8 ) Winton, N.C.) A\ileUst 12, 18:Jl: "It ia not uncommon wh~n 

thoa., who hav"l rtlaolved to turn their backs on th!'t fasainatine allure-

m.snt!" of thin world to e~~k. th.-, religion of. our bless..,d Savior, are 

invited to kneel as objectB of pray"r, to s~e nO or mor~ do it airn1l-

tan"'ouely, all cl:r.ying tor m"trcy." •• 

( 9 ) Mill'lsoure, s-,pt. 1831: "In the evening of that day the Spirit 

of the Lord wa01 pour~d out upon us, and aft~r prl'la.~hin~ an invitation 

was eiven to thoee who f~lt anxious for the se.l.vation of their souls 

to com~ Oltt from th~ ~ongr~eation and occupy th~ front s~atA. This 

inv 1 tation was in a f~w moments accepted by mor~ than tw~nty." H 

( 10) Union Pr.,R"byt,rian Church, New York Stat-3, le3l: "When 

th"l serJllOn closed in the ev~nine;, all who were then d~t~rmined to ecffie 

• Chr. Ind., vol. o, p. 155 • 
§ Chr. Ind., vol. 5 , p. 15A. 

•• Chr. Ind., vol • 5, p. 140. 
H Chr. Ind . , vol. 5, p. 309e 
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to JeS"~I'l Chriat, that they mieht have li:",~, w..,r-. invit"!!d tc tP..le s..,l'.te 

in front of. the pulpit. Mor•) than one hundred omne and baYed tl.e kn.,e 

before God, and the a.t t •:mti''"' al's~mbly. Aft9r l'!errnon in the ev·:mine 

( Tu"sday a.fternot'n ), while the choir was sineine the 1 Judt.,"''!lent Uy.run 1 

betw'3en three and four hundr"d ee.rr . ., forward 8J1d took the anxious fl!,.,e.t~. ''• 

( 11) Revival in South Carolina, 1832: 11An invitation Yas eiv"'n 

to mourn..,rs, if any snoh, to oom~ forrard. Many e~un~ forward and eeem"d 

to be deeply aff8cted." i 

(12) LileBvilloo!o , N.c.~ Aueust 13,1882: "At rmndry tines durine 

the meetine, when invitations were Liven, }umdred s came forward and 

pres~nt~d them~elv~s before th" throne of erae..,, asking mercy of God, 

a~d requ..,stine th~ prayers of God's people. On the Sabbath, when it 

wa<> kno'l'n that the mourn..,rl! could not eo:ro.e forward for the crowd, they 

were request-,d to kn.,el down in their !,laces, as ma.ny aa d~sir~d to he 

prayed for, wh"'n I have no do\lbt mor~ than fiv~ hundr6d fell on their 

kne..,e, and many of th~m r"'rr.a i !l"'d ther" until lat., in the night; and 

tha pr-,a.ch..,re end Chri~~ians apant nearly the whole night in conversin~ 

with, and prayin~ for th..,m.w •• 

(1~) Champlain, N.Y., S~pt. 10, 1832: "At th,., clotH'S of the 

first day's axercieea, those l-l.J"l00~tei sinn.,r~ who desirf'cl the prayere 

of God's p~opl.,, wer" requ..,et~d to rin~. Eieht or ten only arose • • 

Cn the Sabbath th~ hous.., cf God -.as mor~ than crowd.,d ••• About 100 

took the inquirers' "ol]lat~."H 
• Chr. Ind.t vol. ~, p. 310. 
§ Chr. Ind., '•ol. 7.flt, p. {{-.(<; •• (-June 29-,1:882. )-

7 ** Chr. Ind., vol. e-, p. 136. 
§§ Cltr. Indq vo1. 7S', p. 218. 



34 

( 14) Revival };;..,.,tines 1832: "Aft~r preachine, inquir"r~ Wjl)r"' 

invit.,d to com"' forward and tak.., th~ir !leat?, upon Thich a largfl) com-

pa.ny sol~mnly arose and delib..,rat~ly advaneeO. forwal"li with bowed head~ 

n.nd ..,.,.,pine "yes and preeent-.,d thems-9lvas before the Lord." "This 

was folloT!'td by an invitation to all th.., unrl!newed so disposed, to 

take the inqu.i rers 1 seats. Hany from various parts of tht't extensiv!'i 

crowd eagerly pr.,s~~d :f:'orwar.d. It was a tios of raou.rnine and joy. 

Tha youth and the eray-headed sire alike, h\unbl'r solicited the prayere 

tv-..f{h ~ I 8 3 I 

( lf) ) rr"'sbyt,~rian ~am}'-M.,~tint;, Bre.ndywin-3, Del. , 188'2': 
" 

"All 

who were, indeed, anxiously conoern.,d for th'3 salvation of th..,ir MU.l~, 

The opportunity was no sooner 

eiven, than a crowd pr"s~ed out to th~ a.'1xiou.a g~P..tl'l ~.nd ma_'1.y of th~~ra 

in "uch aeony of soul as I had n..,v..,r ,.,.,:ror.., witness9d. Th.., number was 

so greu.t, that it was found iqwss ihls to conv·~rs" with "'v"':ry indhid-

"They were invl-

ted one~ rr.or,~ to ~~pa.rat" ""at~; but th., nunb.,r was '!O er~B.t, that 

llll ccu.lo. not bA acoommodat~d. Conv!lreation, however, was had with 

I!lOl''"~ thAn thr~e llundr"d indi viduale." § 

( 16) Philadelphia, 1832: 11Thoae penitent sinners who d . .,s i r>10. th0 

away to the Savior, were invited to com~ and tak~ th~ sAet~ inn~diat~-

ly tn front of' +.h" pulpit. At first none cana ••• At lene-th on., youne 

man came forward. Oth..,rs suece,·H~-~~.--th('j nutt">~re inorea\'!"d till I was 
• Chr. Ind., vol .7.8"., p. 21'>4. 
§ r.hr. Ind., vol.G ~, p. 62. 
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ccnstrain~d to ask within mya~lf, 1Who ar~ th~se? 1 ~tcn. • 

Frmc. th-, tl"!Jov~ ahundant, original ~tat~rr.~nt<>· , the reader can eas-

ily e~-3 for hinls>=~lf that gr.,at and ..,xtene:iv·~ lL.~" was made of the Mourn-

~r's Bench in 1831-?.. From on., tc many hundr.,ds presented themselves 

at a time, for an interest in th.., :pray.,rs of God t e peopl~. l.fany oppor-

tunitiee for expreaRion were eiv"n by the ministry, and the uneonvert-

ed were enco•J.rae~d to oonsid.,r th.,m, and avail therna.,lvee of th,m. 

The r~ligio~q atmosphere of many of th~ above statements cannot <ail 

to appt<lnr to th., aympathi~ing and candid r"lader. The occasion~ to 

whicb they reft3r, were very et3rions ones with a great many p~oplAo 

On~ in r.,edin.g ROm., of thl'l abov . ., etatem.,nts can hardly pr"v"'nt the 

thoue;ht that we ar"' sur.,ly now dealing with the golden at;R o:f our r·~-

vivali~tic devic.,s. Especially fto, if he will bear in mind the fact 

that innumerable occasions of their use all around and in ev""ry direc.-

tion fail~d ~v~r to find ~~y m~ntion whatever in any kind of print. 

Tl;e llistory of the Mourner 1 a B~nch ill lare~ly an unwri tt,m hiAtory. 

13. 1he Mourner's E~noh in 1838--1844a--As .,mployad by Emerson 

And.rews, Baptist Revivali~t. 

(J.) "Scm~ eiehty IUlXiOU!l! ~inner" orun~ fonard for prayers at 

once and sometilnee eieht or t'3n would eo awa}l r.,joioinc lii th nnw hopes •11 

--1838. f 

( 2) "An infidel • • • wae etr11e.k t.md.·!-r conviction • • • He C8llle 

forward, prayer was offered, and h~ soon yi~lded e,nd bel i•w..,d, giving 

* Chr. Ind., vol. " ,., p~ 89. 
§ Life of r~. Andreifs, p. 1.20., 
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elory to God.n--Palmer, N.Y., 1839. • 

( 3) 11 NuJrJ.l 4 ra car.:.~ forward "v~ry ~v.,nine to be pray"'d for."--

Wa.~hintton, D.C. November, 1839. § 

( 4) nstxty anxious souls for tb3 firnt tin"' would. corr.~ forward 

peace the sam"l niehto 11 --iil:mine-

ton, Del., 1842.•• 

( 5) "I ono.., oall~d out a coupl.., of s"ats :f'Ull of 'anxious per-

sons 1 , hefor'3 many o:f th., brfllthr~ID l:ad. eot rea.d.y to pray for • • th~:.m." 

--Woodstown, N.J., 1842. §§ 

( 6) Saye r.rr. Andrews, "At our pu.blic pra.yer-m.,etines, Mrl n:or~ 

r~tir~d m"'~tingR of th"' P...nxiou~--(w" hav;) fr~qu.,ntly forty, soruetimes 

fifty or sixty, bowine toeether in the anxious se~t, asktn~ the pr,y-

'!lrs of God's P"'OPl"'·"--Wilnineton, Dfltl. 1 June zo, 1842. *** 
( 7) We have in the sruna wri t"''r, "The oo1r.mon rout in.-, o:f a pro-

tract.,a. :rr~"'~tint, and e.,v,.,nty or .,ighty anxious inqu.irers at a time. tt 

--Jan. ,1843. 

( fl) Also, "About sixty l)erMns }:a.v~ r,.,~n forward for pray..,r,and 

al:>otlt thirty of them hav.r, 'l).r,.:.,n conv'3rtAd."--Russ.,llville, Pa., 1843. §§§ 

( 9) "Fif'ty-thrM :r~ve pr~a""ntflld th~ms">lVflls M objects of sp..,oial 

pray~r, amone whom ar_, som.q of the most worthy and int~llitant eiti-

zens of our town, many of whom ha,,., 1-,~?-n hopefully oonvert8d to Godo '1 

--P~r~.eylvania, March, 184~4~·~-*-*-*-•------------------------------------• r.u·., of Andr.,ws, p. 1:?.2. 
§ Life of Andrews, p. 190. 

•~ Life of Andrews, p. 147. 
§~ Life of Andr~w~, p. lnl. 

••• Life of Andrew~:J, p.l-98-.'"6-' 
Hi Andrews, 14'iviHe Lifa.1 p. 199. 

•••* Andr"we, l:.ivir-1g Lit~7 p. 203. 
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( 10) "About .,iehty hav., pr~s.,nted themMlves as o'bj~ets of s:pl'.l-

nial pray..,r, JUOst of whom ar.., now r~joieine in th~ Lord.~· --Pennsyl-

vania, 1844. • 

Mr. Andr.ewa ref.,rs to and employ•3S th" "n1curn~r 1 a bMoh" e.a prao-
• 

tioes which ar" w~ll r..,coeni3~d, and to b~ ue..,d as a matter of oours~, 

cmd without hesitation. n., qmploy,qd the "Mourner's B..,noh" ext•msively 

hina·':'lf, a.a: a.;?po3ar!'l from his rr..,qu.,nt JUention of same in his worka. 

In addition to th~ above~ Wt'!l :tuw(.) inF:~tano.,.s of Mr. Andr~we use of the 

Mourner's B'3noh, Colerain, Pa., 1647~ Oxford, Pa., 1847; Sine Sing,N.Y., 

1855. Th.., d..,vio9 was a live prantic.., in }is day. 

14. Th., Mourner 1 s B"!lloh in Great Britain, April, 184:4. 

"I w..,ll remember th.., nieht, durine th"' r.,vival in BrunATiok 

Chapel, wh..,n" llr. Shann "cam., forward to the altar, with ma'1y otherA,to 

s~9k salvation." i 

15. The J.t:oumer'~ Ber.ch in 1844, and earlier, as seen by one who 

oppos..,d it. 

• + l .,g 

( 1 ) "Cv..,r e. wid.., e~C\tion of th., land, we find it still holdine 

er01md without any r9eard to th"J diserac~ with wl:ioh it has be-...n 

ovo<Jrtel..rm in the North a11d East. tt •• 

( 2) "A lare;., divi~ion of 11 ( th., Luth~ran) "d.,nomine.tion :r.as i-

denti:fied itself openly and i"'aloud3' with th., eyAt"'m hoth in doctrin., 

• 
§ 

And T, . i I." 4 GA4 .1. 4 :l' .r.,wR, .ulv l"\g .u~, p. 'CAl. 

Chmeh~y, Ml!lth. in Earn.,st, p. ~'75. 
Nevin, Th~ Anx. B"'nch, p~. 15~. 
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and :practice. The I.utheran Obs~rv,r, which has a widt"t circulation and 

erqat infltvmc9, has lent all its authority A;o r.,corr:rn~no. and support 

the R.nxiouf:l bo9nch with i tR accon:pl'l..."lir'•'l:ntR, takine e:,vqry occasion to 

speak in its favor and makine continllR.lly the m.ost of its ral'mlts. 

The 1 revival~t of ~h~ churcr latt~rly have been very generally car-

ried forward with the us·~ of n~w r,.,ftsures, a~ may he p_,rc,.,iv.~d from 

the report" of ~h~ ~oublished from tim,., to time in the Dbserver. The 

great awakenine of last wint~r, pronounced "by th~ .,tii tor of tba t paper 

to ha.v~ -.,.,.,n probably the erea.test since the days of the apostlee,s·"'er.s 

a.lno~t ev.,rywhere to hav"" imrolv""d. th~ free u.~e of this m..,thod. Thus 

ministers and congreeations hav" b.,com.., extensiv'!!ly co1r:mitted in ita 

favor; !!O that wi tb 11any tl:le u~~ of th•" Anxious Bench, and a zerd for 

evane;"9lical godliness, are considered. to be wt.ry much the sem., thine."• 

(3) "The ~ytem is movine forward in full etreneth.n f 

Accordinely the Mourner's B~nch had a d~"'~ root in th~ confid~nc~ 

of a er~at nany p~opl~ lone b~for~ 1844, and was th~n advancine in 

.mighty power. Saya a ccrr~al"'"nd.•mt of thq I.u.th~ran Observ..,r, Nov. 

17, 1843, "I arr .•• etronely convinc~4, as a pastor, that the eo-called 

'anxious bench 1 ie tll~ l!cw~r of Archined.,s, which by th"l blt~ssine of 

God can raise our G"'rman church•'"'' to that do3e;r~.., of r.-,s_pectQ.bil5. t;~r nnd 

prosp.-,:ri t~r in th.., r.,l igioU.!' world, whiah th·~y 01.JC!::t to ~njoy .n •• 

The abov.., three extracts from til~ p13n of Mr. Nevin eh"J Ufl not a 

littl-, lieht a" to th"J "!Xt~nt to which th9 Mourn..,r's Bench was u.s"!d in 

his day. As h"' saw it, w~ll-nigh the whol.., world. had eon., e.ft~r it. 

• '.rhe Anxious B.,ncl., l)l).~T7~· ·la. 
; 'J'he Anxiou.~ Bench, p. 19. 

•• -s,.,.., ifhe Anxious Eeno11, p. 18, not..,. 
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It wa!'l high tin-, that ~om-, etrong hand eho1'ld ~., str·~tche<i out to 

( 4) Saya i.!r. u.,vin, "~lot many year!3 $inc..,, i.t 1!toott i very 

-ccnsid"'lra'llllll!t in dif.f~rent parts cf ~h.., P:r~l!.,.)yt..,rian r:hurch, and ov..,r a. 
1\ 

laree portion of N~w Eneland. 11 • 

16·. Allusions to th"'l Mourner's B1n~h, 1860--13.10. 

(a) "Frcn • .,i~hty to on., hundrad cam., to th"'l front s.,ata for S}}I'SCial 

prayar."-- C}u~~t..,:r, Vt., 1687. f 

( b ) 11V.cr~ than one hundr"'d :p'!rPcns • • J..n.,l t 1n the aisles and around 

the deak to b"'l p~ayed ~or."--1867: ~~ 

Mr. Earl, ll'!.ad-"!1 frot!qu.,nt and er"!e.t u.~" of the llourn.,r'a B"'lnch in 

( r.) In th" r.,vival illt'ic work of the South~?trn Ami"'lrt. 

( n) In l8EH .-- 11 Servic.,~ are h.,ld ev"lry night in the Baptiet Chtu•c}, 

by th., scldiers, who are asking for th"'l prayer~ o-r God'e p~opl~." H 

(b) In 1862.--"'l'h"'r" WM an av.,rae•'J of a~cnt twenty-fiv., anxious seek-

• Tllr-, Anxioue Bo~~Jnoh, p. 33. 
§ Brineine in Sh,~a.vM, p • .263 • 

. •· Brineine in Sl:eav.,s, pp. 253f. 
§§ Br-,at Rev. South~:rn Armi~H~, pp.1e4~ .'tJJf 

* '* Gr.,at R~v. Scuth..,rn Armi.,R, pp.204f. 
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front six s"ats cf' the f.!V., l>lor:k!'J of p.,wA ilUrt't':)'\J.~.d.i:!e th~ pulpit, rutd 

all th~ FYqar9rt thl'trHabout ev.qr so olos'!'tly pa~ked, could sca:ro'lly accom-

(d) In 1888.--n'T'h~re are e"'nerally from thirty to .fifty penitents at 

the altar each nieht.tt i 

(e) In 1883.--''l~rcrr. ~ixty to """"'nty-fi,.., penit.,nh at the altar 

eaoh nieht. n u 

(:f) In 1884-66.--"Soa,., fifteen or twenty p..,nitents pres.,nt.,a. th,.mA'"'l,..,s 

for prayer." §§ 

Many other instano~e of the u.s~ of the :Mourner 1 a Bench in the Ar-

my might b" given but tl~e above are eu.ffici•mt to nhow tr.at its use 

wa~ exten~iv., ~~d v~ry eaeerly and cordially accepted by the scldi..,rs. 

11. The Mourn.-,r'"' B""nch as se"n 'hy th.., Writ.,r. 

( l ) As ~p1oy..,d '1y R.-,v. Thomas ll.use, in G-8crgia, for more than 

a half' c.,ntu.ry, 'l)eeinnine ahout 1845. 

revivalistic p~~tor. lie baptiz"'d ov"lr four thousand conv,rts durine 

his ministry, Hi<) U~Udly inVi t·~d ninn'3rA forward. f.pr prayer, at th(IJ 

pr..,acher the hand. }.1r. UUS"J had er~at faith in thee~ pray~r P-Xerei-

of churches. 

( 2) As em:p 1 oy "d by R"JV. J. H. 
r 

Cionl ~y, in Georr:ia, from nbout ----..----... l'lr•.,at R~v. in South.A'!"lUi.,f'l, p.?.1)2. 
i Gr~a.t R.,v. in :::o:~th.Arm., p.318. 

II! <I' Gr~at Rev. in South.Arm., p. 315. 
§§ I! !' " If II p.402. 
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1848. 

Mr. Conley was one of th-, b"lst of pr.,achers, Md we.? e.lso v..,ry 

a., us,.le.lly conduet"d hiR m..,.,unet'l himself. His r"'li-

ance on God was V9ry er-,at. He u.aually r"'qu~st"!!rl th" int!'!lr,st~d. on'"~~ 

to com~ forward and occupy front s..,a..ts during prayer. HiA appeals 

were v.,ry Atrone. Th.., whole 3~r·1io.,, including th"l invitation nnd 

exercise!! at the Monrner 1 s E~!:d., wa.s yqry solellm and impr~ssiva • 

.... 
Brother Conley was on"!! of thl'l JTl.O!'!t rmcc-.ssful pa~tors in Geore-ia .• 

... 
'l'h., mini~Jtry of Brethrl"ln Muse and r.onl~y practically closed about 

the middle o:f' the la!'!t dfl!lcad . ., of lMt o.,ntury, --189!). 'l'h~"ti r use of 

t.he r.:ou.rner 1 s B•mct was practically t~m.t of' their brethren in otL"r lo-

oaliti~"ttt. 

• 
In aom~ :fom tr.~ Mournfl'r 1 FJ B.,nch iR ~mploy..,d by Be.ptist minis-

ters almoat every\llhere. In some form it may ~.,., con~id"'!lr.,d. a oorr.rr:on 

pra.cti('.9 thl"l)llghOUt this er.,R.t land. 

• s.,~ abov.,, Chap. III., ~nd. 
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C H A P T E R VII., 

Ther~ has be~n, hc~ev~r, som~ variation, at diff~r~nt ~in~s. 

and in different p1ac.,s, as to thl't particular d.,vic-:: noea.. Sometimes, 

too, even a dfllnottination has chang~d ita attitude toward~ thl'l Jnl'l.tt~r. 

"'hfll followine r~f.,rencel'! will aid th~ r""a.dP..r in corn.ine to a }Jrop~r 

vi~w of th~ situation~ 

1. Th~~t Preabyt~rin.n~ '?.nc3. the Mourn.,r 1a B~noh. 

( l) In the .,e.rly part o! laet <~"!lntl.o.ry, 11.1ven as early as 1800, th"j 

Pr.,abyt~rians, or ma...'l'ly of th.,r.:, wer~ fri.,nd~ of this d"vic.,. They w"re 

f"avorabl., to Crur.p-lue~hnes, and took part in tl~em. 

uae:d and "'nd.orf't~cl. the Mourn.,r'~ Bench. 

In sc doine they 

(~t) "La8t yee:r, 1'199, was distinel.l.ish~d forth"' commenc"lr:,•mt of 

thos~ er.,at revivals of rel ' e;:.on '!.n the we<;t~rn co·i.."ltry, ~hioh : nt:ro-

0.14C"ld. thl} practi ·~ r-f h··-U.ing 'Crunp me~tinel'l' ••• ~'bia work oomwmc"'d. 

under the unit.,d l~~ho-rP. of two ~:rothers 'by th!3 nam., of J!'Gee, on"'' R 

PT"'!'lbyt..,rian and th~ oth"'r a Methodist pr-,a(}h~r. • • 'J~}.ouch b.qloneine 

to i.ii.ff~r-.nt d"lnornina.tionq. tho~'!., doctrin"'!'l and usae-.. by whit~h eacl. 

Wa.fl diatineu.ish"ld froJn th.., other by no m"ans int,.,rrU:ft~£t thri hP.nnony 

of broth.,rl~r ~.ov.,. HiiJnC"l th~y cordially uni t~d in th.,j r nMtine;s and 

atr,.,netl:."'n"'d ..,ad. oth"lr 1a hands in the work of thl} J,ord. tt • 

( b( "A~ tht? I!"thodht~ 8.nd Pr..,sryyt..,riar.~. w~r C':·n~rally invited to-

• ~, f•P·lClf • 



e•ther in~h••• "·'"tine", thoy took tho nP.lU• of 'Conoral Oamp lfootine•. "• 

(c) "Not Ji·any y"'are Binc.,, it" (th., Mourner's Bench) 11 etood in V~l""/ 

( d ) "All who W"Jr", ind.,ed, ruuious ly conc.3rned for the sal vat ion t~f 

-i;h~ir !'fouls, w~r.., invited to e"le.t~ in th'!9 aisl"!t. '!'h" vpportunity was 

no soon.,r eivan than a crowd pr"'e~~d to tl.-, a.n.xiou.~ ~~P..t~. --Pr~P-byt~-

~-<A at 1891 

!'ian ..Cl.illtp"'m"'"'t ine.sf, .. Brandywin~, Del. 1 1882'. •• 

( 2) By d..,er.,ee the Presbyt.,rians b~<HUii~ \ll1.favorabl? to and ~aw~ 

(a) 11 Th"' Pr"'sbyt~rians c.,as9d to take int.,r"lst in th"} lh•Btinel' l,-,ca14•"' 

e"'niu.R of that 1Jody."H 

(b) ••Pr'!l'lhytoriane "%'ho hl'l.d favor"'d thesi'! r"'vivals • ; • Ae:par~t~d 

th .. me'!llV..,!> from "')<>th thl3 old Presbyt"lrians, who wer., suppos"d to be 

defective in '!.'!Xl'~'~rinental r"lil~ion, a..Tld too tenacious of the p~m:li&r-

i Ee•· of CalviniSlll, and from thos., wild fanatics "" have alr,udy Jot}:-;-

' 
cri1.--,ed. and ~stal:>l i !1h.,d a community of t ~"ir own und."r th~ juril'hlie-

t ion of what has b~en callsd 1fhs Cumb.,rland F'r~shyt~ry 1 •
11 --18C4. lr**' 

( o ) ''Not rnany y~ara einc-,, it st<,o-1 in V'3'Ff con~iderable credit in 

rliff.,r"!nt parts of th~ Pr.,shytnrian Cl:uroh, anN. cv·«r e. lare., portion 

of N~"r Eneland. But on thi'! ero·md the thing has fairly sxplod"'d .. 

• Bane, Hi'3t. U"'th.:Cp.Ch., vel. 2,p.Hl." 0 

§ N.,vin, Th., Anxious B"'ncl, p. 3~ • 
.,.,. Chr. Jn(!.~ voLW ?-~ p. 4-G-. ~.2. 
§§ Buckt~:r 9 lUst. Meth., "ol. 1 1 p. 360f. 

*u Ban~, lUst. l.:.,th. Ep. Cl1., vc,l. 2, p. 162. 

• 



44 

!'!; lute b>9<:'tn tri~d. a."l.C.. f'ound wanting." • 

( d( To th., sa1n~ ~:rf.,ot ar~ th"" l~tt~rA cf a nur.·))~r of lP.~HHne: PrMbv-. . 
t;,.,rian dhi.n.,!'! publiar,,.,d in Sprf<.£'1l""'~ LP.etures on Rl3viva.ls, N.Y.1Cisa. 

' 

( 1 ) Som~ of th~ Ba:ptiRh, as Yas tru,, of th~ Pr.,sbytarians, 

join~d activ'3ly in th'3 servioM of th~ Camp-m~Aine~, a~ ~P.rl~r a.a 

1800. 

diets in thA us" of the Mourn.,r 1 s B.,nch. The mun')~r wa.a lirnt-,ti,how-

,.v.,r. 

(a) "Tl.is wag th., 'b~>~ginnin~ 11(1799, 1800) 11 cf that great r~viva.l of 

p.,opl., c~~ with horses and wagons, bringing provisions ru1d beddine;,and 

oU.ers 1m.il t t~nporary huts or t.•mh, while all, Pr.,sbyt·~riru1~.,., Ea.p-

ti.sts, and Methodists, u.nit.,d toeeth.,r in prayer, exhortation, and 

pr..,ar;hine:, ,.x.,rtine alJ. thf'lir l'lner~ies to forward this e;r.,at ·;a•ork." ~ 

( b ) "Th., next Camp rn.,~tine Yas on the Ridee, wl;er., t h"'r~ was an inc rea~., 

of. p.,opl,.,, and carrine~s ot diff~rent d.~scriptions, and. n ereat many 

B~ptinte; but th~ laH'3r '\\''!!'~ e;qn~rally opposed to the work. "•·· 

(c) "Camp m.,"ltines • . . for many yee.r~ • • • w.,r., popular amone the 

Baptiste of Alabtma.. Some yf'lars prior to the Civil .War th~~ty wer., e;rad-

ually abru .do~-..~a. ~? H 

Uevin,The Anxious Benet, pp. 3M. 
§ Bhne, Hint. M~th. Ep. r:h. 1 vol. 2, p. 103. 

•• R.,dford., M·,th. in Ky., vol. ' B-, 9· 270. 

1 _ __ H Ril!!J : llif'lt. :&ant. Ala., l'· ?8. ______ _ 
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( 2) Th" BaptiatP.' have een<;ora.lly abandon"d Camp-ru~"tings; but tl:"y 

hav., not abandoned the Mourn.,r's 'B~non; that ia, th"y ha·;., 1,10t e.,ner-

ally a.'11ar.don=d it P..nd it~ equivaVmt~, or rele.t")d d"'vioea. So1r.n, in-

rlaine u11 in th., oonereeation; kn.,.,ling at a~ats; oorr.ine forw,~rd 11.nd 

e;hrine th~ hrmd to th.., mini~ter and rt'!turnine to :pla~e in tl:~ conere-

e~ttion, etc. Some pr.,fer th~ 11 Inquiry Room", Wh"lr~ tlny have thA '1~.-

~rcis.;,~ of :prayer, and the like. • 

hav"' 

I from 

3. Soro9 rP.viv&.lists and the Mourner's Bench. 

Scm~ tu=le th'3 simpl<"J mourner 1 '"! brmoh; sow~ do not. Sorr • .., 

u.~.,d it fl.''l.d a1)a_ndon'!ld it, on"' from one considl'lration; another 

another. "'lh., r~asou~ for thA eradual disu~~ of th" 1 anxious 

~'!le.t 1 or 1 p~ni t•mts 1 ! '1:)-"<nch by some ri::ivivalists ar" frankly and fairly 

atatA~d by tht~ Rev. OrRon Park,.,r: 'For aryout fif.tAen years I mac1 . .., Us'!l 

of th., 'ruuious s!"lat 1 , till I saw that thA p<Jcple beean to trust in it; 

nnd that, although thAy v.ould eo to. th., 'anxioug s.,at 1 , they l'Ol~ld not 

go t~Christ e It had b.,~n injudiciously us.,d as the 'mourner I!'! b•moh I 

and as the 1 an.dm4~ e.,at 1 , until p..,opl., g'!ln :rally became pr~judic~d 

aeainst it. So that f.,w would come forv;ard wb:m C"lll~d u:1.l-o~~s so;r~~-

body w~nt and u.re;~d th.,m, and al1•1ost pu.ll"'d th~m forward.'"§ This 

rul.,,use "ither the llourn..,r 1g Benci., or ~omethlnt in its st.,ad. 

* So, :Mr. Moody. Se"' Th., Gosp. Awa.J;:. p. 752. 
§ n.,rvey, Han. of R-,v. p. '7~. 



a:~ -w-i. tl1 th" PrMbyta.ria.n", an indors.,rti,.nt and. \4!3'3 of th~ 'Inquiry Room 1 • 

'l'l'.1l"l it r~r..ain~ a fact, tlaat th., Mourn.,r 1s Deneh, 

in .som_, form, is today "-'lllploy..,d f'ar and near • It has not pase.,d a-
• 





CHAPTER VIII. 

HELPS TO 'rHE OAtJSE. 

The writ'9r is elad to bfll) abl.., to record here, lwwev.=:Jr, the 

who made us~ of thelr< in their work. L"t us note tl1e followint;. 

1. F.ncouyoa,e~.,nt to the work".l'S. "In tLe evening the day bet;an 

fot·nard for prayer, !i or 6 pr"3sent"'d th'!lJ\S":llves; n.fter prayer one r"ore 

J.e.ys Town, N.J., tTUl. 6, 1831. • 
.J 

-1- G1. 
2. Clpportur,i ty for rlcr.v~1 wi. th fh., t:nt.-.,r'1'1t"l t1 .• 

(a) "Particular "liats we:r.~ a8siened for the rourioiJ.a m'l·~ inqui rine;, 

and tlaeae were usually well filled. Th"J minister~ ir.. aH~ndanc~ he.~ 

tlm .. q frequ..,nt Op!)orttmi ties for eonv..,rAo.tion with those who were disposed 

to ask the way to Zion. Thus t:hat dr..,ad.ed instrt:u~.,nt of front s"!'s.ts, 

ful equeruuisl:mess even tJt;onr: ~ori1e who aff,..ct to "b"!! in fa,or of protrac-
.. 

t~d. m~.,tines, was wir.•l<led to good effl!tct. "--.Pl'.8a"Byilltl"i:M .eamp-meetin:;, 

1832. i 

forward r,vivals of r"Jlition, meetints for p"Jrsonal conv"Jrsh.tior' with 

th" a?:<tk,.,n"td ar~ f'Olmd to hold an importa."1t I>lac:...,. Th-;)c~ r;..fv~tin~s are 

• Chr. T.nd~x, vol. 5, p. 51. 
II. ""} r ~ .. V0 1 7 a.. '>7~ 3' 'J tr. _n·~"-'' ..... -c·, p. "' . .,. 
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ere. tf ""' 

and have cont inu.,d th.,. without int.,rruption. • • unto th" pree~nt tim3 • 

--Ne • hav" :round. thP-.1! "xc"l""dinely U"!·'!lful.,.--May 29, 1821. 

(d) 11 Wh"'r" the J"ord haP: poured out his Spirit, good ministers 

hav~ always "'nccura,e.,d inqu.ir,rs to cot'l., to th~m for p.,r~onal conv·~r~n-

t ion B..n:'. e.d.vic~, either singly or s..,v<:~ral toe;eth.,r; but wher., a gr.,at 

they have found it impossibl.., to ma~t them all, and say .,v.<:n P~ .fllW wore~ 

to th"m at thll orit.ical sta~"'s of th.,ir n~~d of ·instruction--pertaps 

tl:v~ turnine; point cf th.,ir imrtortal d-.,stiny. 

thine; b~ don-., to brin~ all th., inquirers within o'.lr reach, so ti.at in a 

single hour ,.., may l3a.rn th~ Rtata of fity or a hundred anxious eouls, 

that d~rMu10. cur ll><rnediate attention? At thiR eritical point, God 

who wer~ anxious to m\'t3t their pa~tor at a e;iv"Jn tir;,., and plac~. It wa;o 

taking tima which could not be S}iar.,d frou. oth~r duties that alway~ 

~r~s"' hard durinr.; a revhral ••• VTh'Jn Hr. Nl'jttleton was in th~ midst 

of his r9marka'ble car-,er, • . hi!\ h0ld inClui t;.' rr...,.-,tine:s. • • and .f.,lt 

that in th" midet of a large revival h~ could not do without them." u 

• "ijumphr~~ty; R~~tv. S~tch., .g43. 
~ S~r~1.,, Lect. o~ Rev. App., p . ~98 . 

• Hmnphrey, R.,v. Sk.,tch., pp. M3f. 



(f) 11 God 11ay d"leiOt suel:: indication" (as is made by l'i1dnr.:~ or 

cc1r.itt.!: to thq Jlcm'!'ner'" B_,nnh for prayl')r) "a~ r::.'!-8.."1'=' to E:T• ~nd to strenetl:.-

en faitl1 and effort in :his people, and tdd dn?'l.~r!'! upward to thP cro~s 

cf Chri1'J-t. That t.hiR iR th•• C!\<; ... , Mems evid.<tnt from the new life and 

a.,.., and h..,ar lllen say: 1 I want you to pray for Jil., 1 • Also from the in-

Thes., .,xpreasicns aid 

Christhms into deeper Bflllpatr.y with th!'t int-,rMt.,d, and @nco'l.~rez~ th~ 

3. Decision and Co~~itment. 

(a) Ur. Uoody was asked, "I~ it. be11t to put a t..,st qu..,~tion in a 

Cnurch, a~:~k.ine thos.::: that are anxious for their souls to ris~, or ra-

ther to eo to anot;h..,r roomf 11 Mr. Moody--" I Uinl~ so ••• What you 

want is to t'"''t the:m to do so;r,ething they dqh 1 t want to do, and it if, 1\ 

;-;r.-,at croas fo-r po:.cpl"' ea.n.,re.lly tt rin~ for prayer; bu.t in the v~ry 

act of doine it, they are very oft.,n blessed. It is l~ttinc th.,ir 

fri.,nc!:': know that tl'l!itY ar~ int_,r..,l!ted, and_ ar•J on th111 Lord's side. I 

have found, in th"' last three years, that it; ha~ ~~"!n e. t;r·~at help to u~." •• 

( b ) "For a lo"l~ t ir~-, I onlled upon th., convicted to rise up for 

prayers. There i~ som.,thint= eain..,d lJy thir1, ">u.t not as l'!\Uch as is 

• Burkitt & Re rl, Ch. HiAt., p. 209. * C'!hr. Ind., Oot. 19,18~~, art .• 11 L:ourner 1e Benoh". 
•• Mqody, Th"' Gasp. Awakenine;, p. 151. 
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suppoP.!<!!d. It brines a 1:an one st..,p forwtlrd as an ;.nquir6r, ann 1uay 

d"~pen his ccnvicticn, l)nt h"l oft"n trw~ts in th"l 1>ray"'r~:~ of Chrint-

ians, ru;,d heres u.pon th-,,. until h" i~ shak"'n off and mad~ to feel that 

Chriat ien~ oP..nnot sa.V'"J hil'l. 11 * 

(c) "Thif:? r'l.,.,tint: lms ••• convinc"ld us mor6 than we wert! b~fcr", 

ion by leadinf; th"lJl to e.ct."--Revival Me.,tint;,Cltam.plain, N.Y., Sept. 

10, 1832. § 

(d) 11 Th~ 1 anxiou~ s"'!'e.t 1 , th~ risin~ for prayers, and th"' att~nd.-

anc_, at inquiry me.,tings w.,ra simply devices to aake one who~e eon<JoiAno~ 

Yal:' rC1l!.,d s.nd. who :r.,lt a d.,~ir" for FJalvation coj:r.u.it l:ims.,lf by takin~ 

acme public stand. He O~r. ~'inney) rit~htly jlld~"d that this wa.~ mor!'l 

than ltalf' th6 battln, and that Wh!'ln l>"c;,.,le were induo!'ld to take thi~ 

step, if th"3y wer., really sinc"!'r~, t.h"'y Wfllr~ not far from the Kingdolt. 

of God". •• 

(e) 1'0ne thine that mad'~ our one o'clock me~tine so int~r~l'\ting 

today was, a youcn tum e:ot up and M.id: ':My ai~ter and. my mother e.r~ 

Vo?.ry F..nxioue to hav-3 me b.o,oon:."l a ChristiP..n, and I l'lYF!6lf want to.' 

I Haio.: 1'1'ltank God for that; that na.n has more ooura.t;e. H., i<J willin~ 

to l~t th., world ,knoT that h-3 wantl'l to b111 on the Lord 1 ::~ sid.~. 1 I n~v-

.,r y")t hav~ s.,~n. a l!l'i.'l'l who cam., out boldly in the.t way but that h., 

surely turns out all rieht at last.'' U 

• Herv~y, Man. of Revivals, 1-1p. 79f. 
§ Cl1r. Ind"!x 7 vol.'1 it, r>. ~1!~. 

u Veddlll:r, lti~t. P.e.pt. Middl,., Stat,s, p. 153. 
§i Moorl~r, '!'he CoF.lp. Awakenint;, l)• 227. 

... 
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(f) ''When I ~top_!)ed ep.,e.kine, two men and th~Jir wives rose up 

th"'y b.,ing p.,rr,.,ct etran~.,rB to Jte. Tll"lY al l suon aft,.,rward ootained. 

'hope in th"' Lord and were baptiz..,d. 1' • 

( e ) ''Tl":os~ who ar~, for +; hes., or lik"' reR.sons, opposed to thn 

'anxious seat 1, do not deny that it is important to call sim!"'r~ t o an ~ 

i~~9diat~ decision, and aleo to an inmediate menifestation of trAt de-

cision." § 

»J;~ra. GHlrul orun., forward and kneeled down at th~ taJ)le, with onto~ 

or two more. Th., peopl"' had never s~~n an instF~c~ of thn like h~for , 

ea.rneetly "'xprefJn"!!d, tt. he.d a very great eff~at on th''l p.,ople; and Bro-

ther Moses GilJ.rm, the huabend of },{rA. Gill!Uil, ~'~".-,med t;r~at.ly affect ..,d. 

So thut we had a happy meetine at last.n •• 

5. A Ueans of Conv iet ir.m . 

(a) "ShakinP.: hr~J1ds while sint~ing, was a means •• to further the 

work. Tlle lUinistere ueed frequ~tly, at thA close of Torship, to ~int; 

a s::?i.ritu.tll Rene: !3\lit~d to th" occasion, and eo throuel! thA contr~eation, 

pll!lri,!10e, •• d_,ole.red. that this WaR the fir"lt means of their conviction • 

• • Givine th~ p~opl~ a n imritll.tion to " Ol'1l., ur to hl'!l :prayi"Jd for, was 

abo 'blens'!!ld. . • It had a ow,.,rfl.ll e I"JOtatore to eA~ 
• Taylor, Rist. 't'en Churches, 2nd ed., p. 

! ~{1}:11~t ~ar{~.,&~ ~}\~ "FUflt. ~11~y. 2081"._ 
jf\lf 

SOUTHE:; •J 8 ·. ~'T ) ST 
JHEOLOGiC.L\L s ::. rv'l ;r.;.' .. : ;' t.: -::-~.: -:• 

~~:zj LfJUNGTON ROAD 
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tlv~ir wives, their imsbande, childr•m, n"!if:hhorl", .,tc., nc ~ ~lic:toue 

for ~h., salvation of th.,ir em~ls; ru1d was som"ltimes a m"'11ns cf th~ir 

conv1otion. 11 • 

(b) 11Som., of th"' cand.idaha rum.tion"l>d. th"'ir firBt conviction!> a~ 

,,.,ine occe.donP.d by wi tnesRine th" sc"'n"' of penitent einners e-oint; up 

pu1,1 icly to r..,c.-,iv"' ~n int~r.,st in th~ pra.yl"'rs of tl1., church. "--Sa-

l~m, N.J., Aug. 10,18~1. § 

0. A ll~ans of' Conviction a.nc?. ~onv~?r~iona 

( ,_) "I a..l~o spok~ at nitht at tl:le Oamp, a::d th"'n call"d up the 

mourners to be prayed for. Sev..,ral found peac~, baek"!lid-,ra liAr~ r-,-

.,lain"'d and Cr1ri~tiru1s C!Uiek~ned t>-.nd cc;rfcrt~d. 11 --Lon~ Island, May 18, 

1805. u 

(b) "At th~ close of' th"' J>t~·~tinr;, h"!! ••• told th.,rc., 1 that if 

th"!!r!'! war.J any p"3rfiOli. in t);, conc;r..,t:ation who desired to eo to h'!laven 

Lord .fer hit1. 1 • • • At l!'!ngth a young man . ~ruil.e, with tears in his 

convartl'tn and r"'le.t'!td his experienc., at a Union J,.~..,etine, •• ancl d~-

~~lr"'d this WM s. rn"'an in th" hand of th., Lord for his <~cnviction and 

conv"'lraion; a11d !3aid b., was a thou.sand til\\.,s o~:ilig..,d to th"' nan for 

prayine for hi:m; and ten thm1sand to U-1., J~o'T'd for put tine it in the aind 

of his miniRt~r to do so." §§ 

• Burkitt & R"o=3d, 1!11. Hiat., I'P• 149,1!50. 
§ Cl1r. Ind..,x, vol. n,:p. 14:0. 

'It'~' \"!rit}.nes of J~or.,n?.:o Dow, p. -234. 
H Bm·kif'- 8~ ~d, CL Hist., pp.842.f. 
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:")a:1iOl1:'1 in sin have l"'f"t them, f'md. st~pped forward to lilanifest th~ir d.~'>-

"!ir_, for t'..n int~r~st in th"' pray.,,.~ of' God'~ p~opl..,. I~ \UHler such 

circumstances th.,ir heartR did not melt and their pr~judic~s ..,1U.ipor-

A.t~, I Rhonld conclnd"' that they wer~ l1ard~d than thq nether millstone, 

ru'l~ oolder than 1Gr.,enlano. 1 s icy 1nountainf'. 1 "--Great ~'alley Church, Pa., 

~ov. 28, 1831. • 

? • An Oostacle, or an Oceasion of Bl.,~~Jil;.c;. 

at once follOTI')d oy a cl:ane;.,; it ia th.., first st~p in the WR'' of sal-

''A.tion. 't'he r.,b..,llion in his h~art if! e:on.., ••• H.., r,.,rhaps had said, 

1 No on" shall know my feelinea until I ar.~ "u.r~ I run a Chri~tinn 1 ; y,-,t 

he is the first to aoo·~pt tl1e invitation to ~o forward liith tho~.., who 

ar~ an.xio\.te 1 al thollt'h he had aJ~Rerted that ha never would tak" ~:tuch a 

ate11. '1 § 

pUes, 1 I can b., a Christian without risine for 1)rayer 1 ? 

Rhould F~ay Jno~t certainly hA coltld; l)llt a~ a e-"'neral thine h"l won 1 t. '" u 
• Chr. Ind~x, vol. ~) p. 8~8. 
~ E~rlJ, Brineine in Sh~av~R, pp, 212f. 

"'"· }.{oody, Gosi;"'l Awa1vmiLt', 1 p. 7Fi2. 

/ t 



( o) 11Dr. Slin..l'l~r wad~ a sel"-'ft',n •xhort•ation to the izupenitent--

~~eting th~ objection 1it is not negsc~ form~ to oorr.~ out', by ~how-

\nr; th~Jt that it thr.,w th..,ir J•rinda into !'IUah a Btate that th!')y must act, 

and that und..,r tlv~ cirmur.~tarlO!'t<J it mit;ht bflt necessary to th~ir sal-

vat ion, to tfik., tt "Jta.nd f'oT ,r.,~u"' Chril!t as op~n and :pul:>li~ 8..9 their 

stand aeainst him had b"'~n. 11 --Philad.qlphia, 1832. • 

a h., oall'!'.ld an 'anxinus seat 1 ; and had be~n taueht that God 1s pardo:1ine 

lov.., <'h,~;,ld ~)~ fonnd in one place as W"'llll a<1 another, and, consequently, 

the particular s"'a.t in a 111e~tine hous,-, could :ma.k., no dif'f"r"'no"t ••• 1lf 

thin is eo, 1 said Rh..,, 'Why ask me to tal<:-3 an anxioue S9s.t? 1 The 

.. 
wil: n"'v~-r t;o to an anxioua s"!!at to he converted. '"--But she was nev"lr 

~. In·.nu~nce on the Churoltea, ~to. 

1825, and on, when th., Mo1lrn<9I' 1 f'l B~noh and relat':ld d~vicea wer., most 

freely us"d) "on th.., l ;_r,_, n.nd eroY'tl: of tJ1~ chu.rche~ llfRr.: profound., tt.l'ld 

m!L"'1i1",~t ... 0 i ·-~~'ll.~ in many ways ••• 'l'h~ vital pi-.ty of th., Churches 

RAlie;ion b.,cam"' a mer~ real thine: to H,..n, a 

thine aff-,ct ine th.,ir l'lV~ryday l if.,. • • It had a er•,at ~ff.:;ct on th"' 

• CLr. Ind"lx, '!Ol. 0 ?-, p. 39. 
__ § Earl.,, Brine inc i11. .Sh~~ v:es, PPe 118-~20. 
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pr..,aehin~. To a laree ext0nt it banioh"cl th" wri tt.,n Flermon from th-. 

pul1)i t, cmd mad., the pr·~achine of all--~"''m o:f tho~.., who oontil'~1v~d to 

r~ad their eermone-- mor"l personal and pune-.,nt. A. eerte.in typ., of <i.oc -

'l'he influ"lna~ of evant;l'!ll hun du-

rine tlti8 period WM alM to airupUfy palpit styl..,o Pr..,aehl"r!': no lon~-

.,r indulg.,d in florid rh'3torics and 9tilt.,d laneuae.., but talk..,d to ra"n 

in the langue-e., of ordinary ar ... •• • 

• Vodd.,r, Hist. Bapti~ts in J:Jiddle Stat - ~, pp. lfififf. 
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C H A P T E R IX. 

HOW, ll'HEN .Aml WHAT? 

1. "f.fany and variOltR ar') the delusion9 of th~ a i1Xiou-,. 

l'lhO' l. ld. 1y~ found out and r"'mov.,d.." "-

2 . '1Avtak"}ned Rinn.,rs • • should 'be taneht tr.at J.,slJ.S is th,ir firRt 

lt:ration, s"lf -d"Jp.,nd.,na..,, and even of S'"ll:f -compla0-,ncy, 11 "ltr'. § 

3. In th., Inqlli ry Room, "e.g in th~ oa~., of the 1a..'V:icus Fl ~nt 1 , 

oar., llll.u;t b"l ..,X"3rois.,d to s~~ that it :helps p"'ople toward~ Chri 11t. " ·Ill-

to rise, to lift up thAtir hands, or to co;..;~ forward, unl.,"!s th~ l~a(1..,r 

f-

ine to do so. Ur13e;..,nt e.nd 'T.'~!)"at.,d ..,xhortation"!, to which ther.., is no 

fi. 11 AR in .,v..,ry oth.,r 11art of God'~ ~"}rvic.,, RO h.,r.., 1}.11 tl'.inr:s 

~hould 1'b"l rt.on., d.,o "lntly and i:1 o1••"'t""r. '--I Cor. 14:40." ••~ 

• u,rvey, Ma.l1. o:f R"''' • ~ ,!) . m .• 
§ H.,rv"!y, Man. of R3V., p. B4. 

it~ H"rv"y, Uan. of R<~V. ' p£(. !19!-.8'0 

H H"'r''"Y, Man. of R.,v. , p. 83. ....... C:hr. Index, Oct. l!l, 1399, art. 1Mourn".lr 1R B·•moh'. 



57 

C H A P T E R X. 

I NOIDEN!S . 

(a) 11 Four prayine wivef'l 11 wer., "a it tine by the sid., of ~h~;_:r 1m-

(b) 11 IBS.ac c. nou,~la"'s. di~d Jan. 18, 18nl. 

of th~ Ahthodist Churcl1 for something lik~ fi:f't..,.,n y"3are as a 1uourner. 

(c) "Colo Jonee •• ·tri"'d to rise for pray••n·~ ir.. th, ru."·~ting 'ou.t 

(d) ''Not lees than thr""l hn .. '1dr"d anxiouf" soal!'J r~qu.,sted us to 

J.Jra.y for th~m, many of th,l'fl ri'Yine for pT'a:f"J!'!1 in th-,ir carriae"R and 

071 the ground mltsid., of th"'! Jn"ll)f; int~-hOtlR.,, a !'.I not mor"l than '<al4' o! tlll~ 

oonz;r...,~A.tion, it wa<J 'b.,li.,ved, were eJ?l., to ~"l~ im:icle. 11 --New Bruni':-

wick, 1858. §i 

without any "lh"'lt~r; ~md ~o1r.~ ~ryine, soH~ oonvul~ec1 to the ~round, Rome 

---------------------------------------------------------- -~ -

• Earlll, Brineine in Sheave~, p .. 296 • 
.A. § McF.,rr~, J.!~th. in 'l'..,nn., :p. o2. .... Andr-,wf" t P-,arl~ of Worlds, pp. l. '7 ?.f'. 

~~ I:a:rl(~ 1 n-.·i.neine in Sheavt'ts, p. 58. 
~""~ Burkitt & Re_,rl, ~h. HJ.ot,, J,.l. J.!l7. 
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(!) 11 Whi v~ I 1ra. pr~ .. wl1ine, a oonv iot~d man cried ont aloud for , 

in a 'uom.,nt he •r.,joiced, b!'tl i'3vine. 1 1t--Oxf'ord, Pa,, 1347. o~>o 

(g) ''A littl"' ei:rl of t~m y..,ars was conv.,rt~d, and asl:ed he:r Jhotl1- .: 

ar if sh~ prayed; and in r.,ply was ask.,d to pray. • . Th., daueht•_n~, on 

th~ n.,xt .,venine, broneht her moth.,:r to <>hurch anO. to the 'anxious 

s.,a.t 1 , and soon ':~ heard h"'r rejoioine. '1--Kansir.f.:ton, Pa., 1841. § 

(h) "Fath.,r An~nl3 WM nin".lty-thr.,-~ yt~th.!'S old, crone out for pray-

ers, was soundly oonvert.,d, and wae soo:1 'l)aptized."--Sinf': Sine, N.Y., 

18fi1'i. •• 

o'clock many a nieht, ann., aft"r. olosine, th" 'l)r~thr"'n would all r..,-

tir~ to th" woods, frequently a0co•npa•1i.,d hy lHilf a doz(ltn :mourners, ar..d 

ther~~, with no otl1.,r cov"'!rine !Ja.ve the open canopy cf h"le.ven, pcur oit't 

t1nir sou.le in hurtible suppli.cntion at Fi thron"l of' erace, oft-,·1 'l:'"'rnain-

i.ne until a.f.t,~r midnight.''------ ------ --, lAM\. U 

( j ) 11 The mayor, the sheriff, s~v..,ral _:1hys icians, lawyere, and. 

'1-)l:j.~i.n.,!'ls m.,n, cam~ forward, at on.., tin..,, und"'..r d"'.."'..p ocnvict.ion, and 

knelt wi t'h th.., anxioll!'J. !I lUOJt 

{ k) "1 said, 'Mr. Olin, i.t you will com~ to th., f:ront seat we 

w il.i. pray for yo1.1. now 1 • Th., s-.,cond or third evlinine art.,r this, !.{7'. 

• Lif~ of Andrews, p. lol. 
§ I,if., of Andr"'lws, pp. 14nf. 

a~ Lif., of Anur.~w~. p. 170. 
§§ Gr., at R.,v. in South.,rn Arm., }>p. 2!'54f. 

*'- En~le, Brin~in~ in Sheav.,a, p. 31~. 
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Olin Nlg~ in our n:..,~tine:, M<l. ure--,d us to pray foro l:in. 

i! h~ would co:m" forward and ll:!lt us p'ray with him; he r-Jaid. 1Yas ,,...ny-

wh-,r~, if God will o~ly hav., m~rcy on ~o ~r~~t a sinn.,r•.n • 

( 1) A youne lady sli,hts ,and beoo:rnes doom"!d. --lR~~. i 

(lu) An old man ~"com"s conviot.~d, and in sav"'Jd,--Floyd, N.7,,1338 • 

. ( n) "A d,-,ply convicted yonne lady conclud~J. to !'rta.y away ft-om th·'l 

1R39. U--She did this at her om er~n..t oosL It i~ alway~ a dane~r-

ou~ tllinr.; to dra-w l?ack fro1r. an "tffort to s"~k and aerv•1 th.., Lord. 

2. Special Classee and Special Case~. 

(A.) D"lriRion,.,tc. ,--How Broueht to a Clo~""· 

{ 1) "A pair of twin brothers aer!'J"ld, and CWile forYard to th!'J 1:t'ront 

v'ry act, cried aloud for meroy, f~ll to the floor in er~at aecny,'wal-

lowing, foaming', and e:roa."lill!:."---1838. u 

( 2) 11 Cn Saturday night the worl broke out. Two rines wer"'l form~d. t'or 

th~ nourn"r"' wh-,n th., pow.;r of th" 'Mo"!t Hir.;h WM displa.y"!!cl in a :suost 

Th~ contbin~d fore~s raised in oppos itio~1 to th., wor'k 

,.,.,cam" alarJa.,d. Som., -ran up and sprar..e into th·~ rines, throwinc away I 
th.,ir flaf'lks of whisk"'ly, f~ll upon th!')ir kn~~~, and ..,arn~~Jstly prayed for 

m~rcy. Otlv~rA, equa.lly ala:rm~d, threw away t.h.,ir bottles and ran i'lto 

• Bring1ng in Sheaves, pp. 35f. 
i Life of Andr.,ws, p. 121. 

U Lif•' of AndN~!'J, ,!>. 122. 
§§ Lif,, of Andr~w~, p. 130. 

••• I.i:f" of. Andr•;ws, :). 121. 

• 
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tions. 11 - -n.,ar Cynthinna, 11313. * 

Thir:J l"!.M, for som-, r~a~on, 

l'lsion. n.., 13r..t down; hut tl\., !lport wa3 gon~; d"'"P conviction of Ain 

s.,iz..,d him; and. nc-.:, in hon..,st agony of soul, }!.., cried for :mercy tor 

hims"lf.." f 

( b ) G-ranad., and o t h.., rn • 

( 1 ) "It a.,~ma that a1.,out th~ y1a-r l '790, it was announc'3d that a stran-

~er 1 tite wild man 1 , vrould !)r.,ach at Acuff 1 a mla1v~l on a e-,rtain day. 

Th~ day arrivl'Jd, and with it a vast oonoour~e of p..,ople wer-., assembled, 

a.nxiow~ ly await ine th,., R.}_)l'>earanc.., of the 'wild man 1 • At J.enet.h l':r. 

Granade cant~, and after '3pending a li ~tli"J time in th., grove n~e.r hy ,ce.mA. 

forth Ahoutine: and praidl"..g God. Th,., -,ftect was 'il'cnd..,rfl!l on the con-

gr..,eation. He told the people tltat he had b.,~n dri1rin~ th1!9 d111vil hefor,~ 

}.iJil for thra"' h1mdred mil..,~, h" ( th"!! davil) closely oonhstine ev~ry 

inch, till in the grov..,, ju."lt l.li> th"'r" (pointtnr: with hi1J .finr:..,r to thl'J 

hilt wh,.,nce hr., crun.., )· 1I obtain"'d a cmapletfiJ victory ov~r hi"l inf~rnal 

majesty. n.., is now rout"'n i.n compl"t" diRord..,r, and I, thank God, 

hav.., th" fi~ld wit:tout a rival! 1 Tlvm anno1mcine hio text, h~ prooe~d-

( 2) "An infidel •• was qtruck und"r conviction • • • He crune forward, 

• R"dford, M~th. in Ky., vol. 2, pp. 313f ~ 
l Earle, Brineinc in SlleavAa, 1). 309. 

"' H MdF.,rr.~n, ll.~th,_in ,.,nn . p. 105{. u I.if~ or Andr"'w~, p. 1::!2. 



81 

( 3) 11A rom who was her-, la~;t night sdd to a .fri,.,nd, 'I a.r.t comin~ to-

morrow into th" inquiry room'. H., f..,ll d"'Jad tw.,nty minut~~Js before 

three o'clock thi~ aft~rnoon." • 

· ( e ) ~hildr~n Aak1ne Pray~~Jr. 

( 1) A "litt:-, boy •. C!ill1e to rae, with t'3ara on hin fao..,, and asked me 

to pray that J"'I'J'\.\~ would fore;iv..; and sav.., hin." i 

(2) 11 C<ntlin,~ in on"!. n;.or'nln~, with t'9ars on her f'ao"J, sh"l said, 'Hr. 

~r.,at ~im."~r. Will you pray form"'?' 

you., !Ula, and I can pray i.n faith if you. ae~ U1at you ar"l a ~im:"!'r; 

!OJ:" J.,f4us died for sinn~~trs. '''--Ella Gilkey.--1860-61. •~ 

(3) ''As BJ:"other Earl" olo!!..,d. his labor~ with U.l'! (at Saxton Riv~r-, Y'-"lr-

raont ). • an int'9r"tstizlg company of little e;irls were gathered. in th., v;_~~s-

what th.,y desired, "i th sobbine and tears th'!ly l'laid, 'W"' ar" alJ. sinn"trs, 

and want you to }>ray for u"'· He :r.n.,lt in their :midst, and in sira1)le 

faith commMded thml to C'TO 'l. '1 H 

(d) Dr. y.,rke!'!. This man 11wa~ so convicted that h~ nut up in 

his offic~ sle..,pless for thr~e niehts, till; COll'lin~ J'orward for prayers 

the front s8at, and thr-m t.,etifi011d aloud for ,T.,RU~. 11 --Pho~ni.x,riJ.le, 

/8'1-D 

Pa. 1 ~~. **~~~~--~~------~~~-------------------------------• Hoody, 't'h-3 Gos!J"l Awar."!nine, p. 122. 
§ Earl"', Brineing in Sh-,av..,~j, r>. ZJ7. 

* • Earl(,, Brineine in Sheaves,pp. 11:.2. 11 1/r 
§ i Briw!ine in r.J-• .,a·,.,~, p. 2C4. 

*** Life of Andr~w~, p. 143. 



C H A P T E R XI* 

MA'lTERS IJNOLASSIJ?L'l:D .. 

any 'inr.ovati.on·~ or -,.xtra.s'."--About 1830 .... 

(b) 11H"!! (Mr. Patter~on) ~h.cu~.;d him!!1.,lf.' f. or not rinint for })ray~rs 

wh"!!n th-, g-,n~ral invitation was eiv"!!n, but said 'h"' f"!!lt his nee<1 1 • 11 § 

(c) "As US'.lal, th" hymn wa<J '3te.rtt~td, 1!':om., hum'1l"'' sinn..,r'."-- --

1A44. u 

(d) "i~h i. t r:'i-"ld and Edwards n-..,ded no n""' n1ea.sures to xuake th"'m-

{.,) 11)l"!!n may . h'!l ~avinl!;ly ben.,fi tt"d by th.., in~t!"1.Un"lntali ty or 

me~me which all would unit~ in cond~rnnint;." **~ 

(f) "It i!1 unsaf'111 to areu., from thflll pr..,~-,nt eff.,ot of' e.ny new 

syst..,m, that it is better than th., old. It may accompliwh mor·~ in n 

w..,~k, hut not !'JO much in a y..,ar. It may ')rine: a gr.qat"'J' number of p9r-

sons into the viaibl-:J kinedom of ·christ, but not ~o many into hin R:pir-

itual kinedoJn. 11 --Amh.,rst Colle~"!l, J!.M~., . ..\:por. 10,1832. Hi 

(e) 11We havf.) always taut;ht, that a p~ni t.qnt :r1ourn..,d. or wa~ pained 

on thin v·-.,ry account, h~ca.uR~ h ... f,.l t ~ h., xas not in th~ favor of God, 

b1.1t had th~ wrath of God a'r)idi!1t:; on hin. "--John Wesley. •u• 

• Lii'e of Andrews, p. 119. 
~ Andr.,wB, p.,arlR of ;'lorlds, pp. 1!'14 r. t7o' 

•• Nevin, Th''l Anxionc:1 n.,•1ch, p. 41. 
§' Nl'tvin, ~!le Anxious B"nch, p. 51. 

ilt""<l! Sprae;u.,, L~ct. on R.,v., App.' pp. 26U'. 
§§§ Spragu..,, Lect. on Rev., A:pp.' pp-. 332~. 
"' ... Lives of thl't w.,sll}ys, p. oi60. 



(h) It! ha.d int~nd.,d to ha.v.., ;r~a~nt.,d V"'Jry 1)ri"fly som" vi!')WS on 

that the l'fUl:>j.,et i~ :fully and satisfactorily discussed in your work, and 

ably alluded to in th" letterB app.,nd.,d. to it, I h&ve on further r~fl.,c-

tion c~.~"llll"ld it most prop'lr to withhold them.:' --New York, .rune 10,183~. 

--T. n"Witt.• 

( i) 11A pr.,a.ch"!r l'!laid to ( Sl!UI) Jon"'Jt'l: 1.At J "!la"t a hundred people 

in th., audience lao¥. like tltey wer~ anxiowo: to t:~-.k Chrint. Why 

don • t ymt eall theJt up? 1 1I nev~r kill hoes till I get the water 

ltot. "' said he. § 

Inquiry M~etine~. 

(a) "A • • nurn·..,~r of !'16l8ct9cl workers served in the three in-

qui ry rooms. u •* 

(b) ''So lon~ a::~ inquiry :m"l~tines a:r~ h!'tld in churches, tha:r~ 

sho1J.ld 1)~ no di.ffieul ty in providing a ~ufficient sup9rint.,n:::"'..9nce and 

conversation and prayer.n §§ -
\k_ 

( u) "! find, in union r;,eetinc:a, it in 'b..,~t to ask" th"! int9r-
" 

as ted "to go ri~ht into t~1•'1 other room, and talk to th!'UII there. tt ••• 

(d) Usually, at th~ clos~ of an ~v"'ni.n~ "'"'m.on, I now lqt all 

who will. .for privata oonv~rse.tion, e.nd '!O turn th.q whol~ hous~ into 

• S~r~..,, Lect. on Rev., App., p. ~84. 
§ Su Jones' Sermons and Sltyines, p. 108. 

•;J iJoody, Th!'l Goi'!p~l Awa.lt~ni11r.;, p. 33. 
i§ Harve~t Work of the Holy S}'irit, p. 173. 

••~ Moody, 7he Gospel Awakenine, ~. 752. 



an inqu.i ry room. Aft,~r ~ few eveni~a V""l"Y few will laav~, and :m.en 

and women will remain to be conversed 'i'i th, and :many will be oonv.-~rt.,d, 

who would nev<'~r eet up and lAav~ tr•.~ir seats and coma to what is tennad 

the 'anxious seat 1 • And yi<3t in thin, as in t.ha OR"la of th~J 1anxiou,"'! 

s~~t•, oare mu"lt be exercised to e~a that it helps people toward Christ. 

So lone a~ tha.t if'l the Atanda.rd, 1anxiou!'! ~eats', risint: for prayerR, 

and inquiry raeetines may all saf~ly oa Oliployed. " • 

(a) 11If I waa r>reachi.ne, and tried to rou!'le men to flee from the 

wrath to come, I would ha.v3 an inquiry lil'!~ting aft.-.,:r.ward. 11 § 

(f) "Ino,ui!Y •eetint.::"i have, I believe, been mueh p8rverted froJa 

their oricine..l object. The ereat use cf an in~uiry m.,etine; in to en-

e.hle the minister to oomm-3nce with t1tcsa whom it would be batter to 

see more pl"ivately, but who ar·~ too n\Ul~~rou"! to allow hii'J S'-"o.ine aU 

of +.hma often ~mot.\t.:h at th'3ir e<3parate hous~s. It sl1ould h~ ntrictly 

a11 op.oortuhity for hi..n. to inquil",.., of ~h~re. and th~y o.f hin,"~tc.--Brook-

lyn, Apl"il 6, 1832. •• 

(a) 11 Att~>~ntio:l wa.~ particularly dirMt~d to tlv~ praetic~A 11 ( of 

arld that l>y the followf:lr!'! of' Ale:u~1rl. e,r Gruq:ilJell, lTho cppos13d alt10st 

ev "3rythine in r9litious praeh<v~ thd did not ori~inat'3 with the wou.ld-b9 

• H~:J~rv;~y, Man. of Rev. • p. 80. 
§ Moody, 't'h"'l Cc8p~l 1..-wt;l:.., l)· ?n5. 

**' SpraeuA, Lect. on Rev., App., p. 312. 
§§ Sp~?nc-r, Hi~t. Ky. Ba.pt., vol. l, p. 693. 
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(b) 11All wild and fanatical s~cts llmploy~d it, witJ-, ~qnP.l ~uc-
• 

J:'OW~r, when n'!e~s!'lary, in producing r~vival!;l u.l:".f!."lr thiP f'orm." • 

(c) AFt a natural r·~sul t of U:~ infllvme~ cf Crur.pbell, about the 

yaar of our r.ord 1820, 11 Cppositicn tc a.ll ent"''In·i~~R, havinG for· th~ir 

obj-3nt the ~n.lvation of Jl'l~n," r~<~r-a.n tc sl~ow its-,lf. In 181H, objac-

tion to "tha calline on eir .. r:.~r~ in onr conzr~eations, to rep~nt of th11ir . 

sin~ 1 and h~liev-:l tb~ f~Oep81, 11 etc., FJhowqq itsqlf. In 1829, and 183C, 

tha Holy Ghost, pr'3achine frortl Scriptur~ t"lxts, axhortine s 1m1~!"f! to 

of jeerint cont0:mpt and d9rision. 11 § 

(a) Finn-9y and hia M"'\"ltint"!. 11 Mr. Finn-9y was a Pr""sbytP,rian. 

Y:any of his llle"ltings were held in connection -vri th Bapt i~t church'3s 

r~l ieio11n awak•mine." •• 

('o) Adam Clarl< P.J1d hi~ oppo11ition. 11 SaY Ad8lll r,lark; • • • his 

mind "W').s ma·:?.~ i!Y.· ~ainet tha Crunp meet inca in Arn<1rica. a:"! 'h~ine iJllprop13r. 

and pr13judic!9d, through th/3 abuf3e of r!9V ivals, which caus·~c'! · hi:Jn to fix . 
his nind on onoCJ invaria">l"' rule as a. crit.,rion for direction, vi?.: 

• N13vin, ~h., Anximt9 Bl3neh, _p. 45. 
~ Sp~nc•';r, Hist. Ky. Bapt., pp. 607, Cl7f. 

•• v.,dd<=~r, Jlist. Bapt. m.dr.. ~t~;.t·~~, p. lfi3. 
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th"' cld. eyatsa order--for lv~ aeem"'d d'3brrain'3d not to list~n to t>JI.Y 

ru'gtUl~..,nt, whioh might 'ba R.dduced to Rolve the query.tt- r:nelund, July, 

180C. *' 

Msthodiem." i 

and to a er~et '3Xtent th~ rqsul t~ which }c~w'3 been wi tnessad, ha.Y".l fori~·'3d 

G. m~lancholy contra~t to thoa~ which ha.v·".. charlict-,ri?.ad the r•wivals 

with which I have 'l:>een convl)rat:.nt in forrasr days; tLoueh i ": c;i,rA~ ll\'9 

pleasure ~o !'ltatq my conviction that tha "xtra.vae;ru1c.ies whic[; hav13 pre

VH.llal rur.one U!'l arq eradually au'btnd.ine, and that mn· church~"! are ~en-

erally 'heco:ming aore d..,~ply ir•.pr<sss"'ld with the importance of adherine 
•• 

to the e;raat pl"i.neiple ... of eoc:;psl order." --Clint.or-., N.Y., Aue. 25,1833. 

(a) Commi twmt. "i,!uch has b~trm done of late to lead ailak~ned sin~ 

and fear of Juan whic}h have kept theJn back, and to ro.nder it in}'O~!'liblA 

fot• them to return with consi'3ter..oy .''--Williams Coll"'l[';a, Jan. 20 ,18~2. §§ 

(f) Sineinc with invitation. "To r"3qu"st any clas~ of p~rso~ 

to r~t. ir~, or to pro~pos~ teJdne up a collection durine the sineine of 

This iH the rule; an A.T.C'lptional case is that of invitine the anxiou."' to 

• Writ ines of I~orenzo Dow, pp. 273f'. 
§Nevin, Thl!} An'l:.icm.~ P.P.nch, p. 7. 

u Sprat"ll.P,, r...,c t. on Rav. r App. , p. ti81 
H Spl'e.c;ue, L9C t. em R~v. , App. , p~. aea:r. 

• 
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~orr.'3 forward or pa!<!s into the inq-..:.iry room whil3 a hyL.n of invitation 

cr a:pp~al to this v'3ry clllR~ of }J"'lr~"one is b~in,s rmne:.'' • 

"The 'an~ious 

sl9a t 1 and th'3 r'3V i val pra.y~r-ro:'3'3t inr, 1u·~ "lOm"'t irvls r~nd.'3red inop..,rat i ve 

by a r'3aort to pray~r b~for~ ~i th'3r the C'hriatian work~rs or the s~•1k-

Ars J:a\n~ learn~d what a·t'~ the thine:s that ars to be aC~k'3d of the Lord." 

• n..,rv~y, Man. of R~v., p. 80. 
§ Herv~y, ?,!an. of R8v. p. 81. 
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C li A P T E R XII. 

PRESEN1' ANSWER fJ!O PRAYER. 

1. 11 A poor womat1 in d~!'lpair~. • C'!harl'3~ We~lay 11 showqd her the 

eosiJ.al plan of salvation; a !'lan foundP.d in n~rcy and love to logt, 

~h~ r9c~i v~d wr:at J:-.13 ~Jaid with all imae:inabl_, ea-

h~:r, s}:.'3 ros~ up a new craatur~, r:Jtron~ly and explicitly d'3clarine h'3r 

fa i. th .in the 1)lood of Chriat, and full po3reuasion Uat ~h~ was ac0ept-

eo- in hi.r::."--En~land; .Tun'9, 1738. • 

our 1lray~rs and wr,il'3 pray13r wa~ thus of:f'--rint: np to God ~h~ obtain~d a 

hap!)y d.,liv"'ranc_.,, "'t"hi0h 1:1h"! op•mly pro.f'er-med and was ~oon aft"lrward 

~. "I apokA. in th~ A.ft~:rnoon on "3e.nctifietl.tior.. • .About thra-9 

tbou1:1and :rose up in ccv'3nant, sundry of wl10m cam-3 up to 1)'3 prayed for, 

and amonest th~Jl thre"! youn~ wom~n, two of whoJn WllJ:re prayerl':}~s three 

days "oef'ora, and cru~a with m~; on~ of tbm found :pardon i:-1 a f~w min-

and .tlla third, who owned th'3 Ce.rnp-eround., found. deliverance the:t nieht." 

4. "An invitation was given to mounv~rs, i.f any snch, to com~ for-

tLat numh"'r obtain~cl c,. hO!)~ w} i.lq in tht~ act of :!'!'IWar. "--R~vival,South 

*' Ttivc1-q o.f tb~ WA_F:_ley"', p. 104. 
§ Taylor, Hi>1t. Tan C'hu~ch~~;p. 10?.. 

• ~~itines of Lor9nzo Dow, p. 244, 
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Carolina, Jun~ 29, 1832. • 

5. 11 S~vf)ral facts are en r.,cord to th~ 1:3ffect that p~rsons of tieh 

wr..at was requir~d of th'3l:.. wa::\ submission to th'3 will of the Lord. 

A.~ Mon a~ thf'ly surrand~r~d pri.d3 and wilfulna~!?, they obt ~J.r.~d the 

hop13 of pardon." § 

~cor8s of thou~e.n<l of int 31:!. :ie~nt, c:ona8crat'3d Chri~tia.l"la «ould joy-

fully attf9et." ~• 

---------------------------------------------------------------
• Cl1ristian Index, ••ol. 7 .&, Jm:~e 211, 1832. \1.-.JI.lo 
§ H~rvqy, Lan. of R9civa.J.~ 1 r. 81. 

•• Chr. Ind.qx, Oct. 19, 1899, art. 1Uourn.,r 1s P.r·m~h'. 



C H A P T E R XIII. 

ARGUllEN'lS FOR AND AGAINST. 

1. Thiner: that cannot wi tl~ juRticq '1:>~ brought aa Areun:.~nta ~ain .'!t 

( 1) Of rnatt'irs eomine under th~ J113ad of, or erowine out froir:, 

pur*3 and sir.(\pl~ pr.,judic., • . It n:p:pliea, 

(a) To ""'n~mias of Revivals", who al"/3 "afraid of inquiry J!~~tinr;a, 

an.xiou~ ~<oeats ,t~c.", 'bu.t hav"l con:.~ into that condition without im-

partial invest ieations of facts, and fron. sm:.~ ltnworthy moti''~. • 

(h) To p~r'!On!J 11'h0 na:ll~ \:)"CO!J'."'l y>r<!jUdie<?d n.rough the injudiciou~ 

( c ) To thoa~ who aT."s actuat'3d by variou~ rn··1jt<.dicee from v:hatev-

(d) To any person or pclicy that would rl~al with th" nubj~ct rm-

fr,r., all I)Xrudnation", PJ'l.d ta.k~ it "for r.;rant~d that" thin or that 

11will not Fltfmd". H 
• Chr. Ind., vol. c, l1-,pp. 12. '71f 
f Se"l a">cv~, Ch. 'VIII., 7 ,(d); e~q Cr1. XIII.,( 2 ), j. 

** S"'le above, Cl1. YII:::., r., (c). 
§ § Nevin, Th"'l Anx. Rl!!lnch, pp. 47, 81.--Noh p.,n.'!'l.,a. "y tl<> writ9r aft'ir 

r9R.d.ine N"'Jv it, p. tn: "Inpr~ssion: Our aut:r.or is l'r.,judic~d. aeainat 
the Anxion!'f B~nch, and is workine for the pr~s~rvation of the Lntharan 
Churclk#Js and tha1r old, recoe;niz"!td. fom.l'!' t!.nd fe.itl1. 11 Aeain, after pa-
~e" 6l-A4: 11 Inpr~~~ion; On.r a11tl.or eaeas to be jealous of the influonc~ 
of hwnbler m-sn, ·.n·c1;eht to tlv~nt by aad"'r courg_, tJ1an such as h~ took. 
H6 fH., 1!.8 :1ct to t,'3t into the real inside m':lri t cf the A.B. as llffordinc 
a &ood o;)l)Ortuni ty of indicating r~!il conviction and i .11t~rMt ir: tb~ 
diJ•ection cf acc.,phne Christ ••• He k"'l"'lps in vi~• always tl·.a 1 r.Rt'"'chisn. 1

" 

- - lm8. }~ot~'3, pp. 79 ,8~ .---8'3'9 N~vin, p. !'i!'i. 
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thne~ and. th., soul tinctur~d with any passion or pr~judioe diffu.s'S~ e. 

th/3 ccmJnon occurr~ncet=J of J..ifa. It never beholds thine::! in a true 

1 igl:t, nor. Ruff ern them to appear as they are. tt 

( 2J Of the condu.ot of fanatics • and of '!!lore or las~' icno:rB.nt J,vm 

of variou.s intl'ln~io:~.s, who might 1J B'l to -..,r't:~..~ th~ Jr."la.sur., into dis-

e;race. Ev·~n the pulpit is not ex.,:r.pt fron. th~ intrusions of su~h p"lr-

AOn<J. It ia not, howev"lr, on th?..t :•.r,r·o·::nt, denounced by impartial and 

thouer.tful men. Accord1ne;ly, tl~ j,:ourn<7r. 1 f.! Ben~h :rn.u~t be viewed 

throueh i. ta mrn inh'H'~:l.t :wtl i tiM, and. not throue;h th'3 act:c: of th'3 ie-

....... 

It i9 not to be held re~ponsibl~, 

(c) For rtthe pr~ssure of artificial excitru,~nt 11 re~:~ort~>cJ. ~ .. o by 

(d) Fe-r "the disastrous cons"lqn.,ne"~" of fs.ls"" exc.i tero..,ntV l\Orked 

( e ) For tltA cclllfcundine of ''t h"' j1.1dt;ntent "; ~he ""xcit ine appo.t1l r. 

Watte, 'I':rP~J.:ti~<"~ on th~ Mind, ch. ~, rul~ 4. 
at l~~l,t:;t:h, Mc!~8ndon, The Bible on BapHe:m, p. 

Bane Hi~t. liP.th. r:r,. r:lj., vc11. ?. 1 p. 162. 
Bar:,:, •n~-t. r.r~th. E:~. r:h . , vol. 2, p. 163. 

(2),(a); Nevin, Th9 !nx. R~n~h, p. 109. 
N~vin, The Anx. B~h, n. !. 
lT•JVin, 'l'hA Anx. B•mcl. , p . .u. u 

s~e Flar\9 rruot~d rnor~ 

24. 

SP.~ above,Ch. VII., 
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. . 

{f) FoT th'~ nc..i.a., and irrae'l~l~riti"'a of '1U.pRtartn 11 and "noisy 

K 
·' 

(h) For tha cJ:::are-"' of b~ine l!adapt~d to genera.tl3 :fanaticislli1' o §~ 

( i) For pos.=:ihl~ incoy~~i < t~nciee in the knl'l-,lillt; of th., two sex-

ee together at the Mourner 1 R B•moh. .,.,., 

( j ) For tr.e fact tl:-.11 t 11 it hP-d h~.,r. injudicious!~' ua.,a. as th~ 

'Uourn..,r~ 1 B·mch 1 and. as the 'anxioua seat 1 , tmtil pecple e.,nerally 11 

( k) For the •)hare;~ that 11 i t often r.app~ne that the preacher, in 

tlle warrAth of hia z~a.l, ohare"~ upon" thos"!! who r~:['lt~e to oon:e to the 

Mourn..,rl'l 1 B~n0J:: i'tha aaag euil t and madnes!'l and peril I>r..,cisely, the.t 

( l ) · l''or :;l.e chare;~~t that "the anxious • • • are 'lncourat;ed to 

Y'3ep aloul, Cl"Y cut a.nd wrine thei'l" ha .. "lde 11 ; and the olain that ''on-.. 

F •• n:3. another are broneht thro;!t;h; and tlm.s n.," fonan of diRora.~r, ahout-

It allould b111 r"ladily seen that in all thes8 ca':!~'! the ir:r~r;ularity, 

• N~vin, Th9 Anxious B~ncl~, l'• 42. 
§ N"'vin, !':!'. 16:f'. 

•* Nevin p. 45. 
§§ Sprl'\en~J, Lect. O>'l R..,v., App., pp.Mfir; Ne,rin, p. 12. 

•*· N~vin, p. 104. 
§ U ll"3rVI'JY, Man. of RI!!}V. p. 'i'9 • 

~*~$ Nevin, p. 75. 
I§§§ Nevin, pp. lCCf. 



U~>?d by eood, saf"3 m"ln, aa occasion justifi.,s, 

"It iFJ not to -..,.~ r~ea.rdad a proper e-round for r'3jectine any re-

ignorP...nt, or th"' .,xtre•~, it l';aa -.,.,-,n or is abus~d. W'hat,v·~r in it-

t'ar.zr.~;~l to tr11th." • 

:r "r-

eument, llith tl.e l~ourn-3:rs 1 Bench. 

A. In G~n~ral.--

1. Point~ in its favor. 

(a) U~·~d to t;ood eff~ct in Cal\p-ra~~tir..e. § 

( b ) Good order, ev"'n rut.ic''c fl ordng t~arR. •• 

th., eall,.,ry and th~ anxiolls 1\'er,o, mP-.d"'' th~ :~a'l:-jects cf pra;r,r in front 

of t h~ pulpit b"llow, only on"l r..,ad wa<1 up in the eall-,ry ''. ~ ~ 

2. l'oints alleg.,d at;ainst H. 

(a) AdP,pta i te~lf +.o ":h~ innulsi''fll.--"'l'he most favorabl~ sub-

If Ci·r. Ind., Oct. lS, 1899, Art., 1 l!muon~r<· 1 Il""noh'. 
§ S"ll'l :t'J,v"!!, Ch. VIII., 2, (a). 

•• s.,., t>.'~C\'~' Ch. \~1., 12, ( 2 ). 
§ Chr. Ind., vol. 5, p. 310. 
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It could hardly h~ ~laim.,a., how!'tV'"~r, that rqfl"'r.~tion 1''1:\.--: ¥'"..:'1tinP; 

in !;UCh J!l., R."" "'\nd .. Q~i'!, Earl.,, Md Finn~y. and rnany of th~ thousands 

W'!l a.,., comine forward for pray.,r. § It is a&.yir<e HUcll for it to 

adrd t thllt tJ., iJilpUl~h,,., can OlJ.,rat~ it ~ucpessf'u.lly. The Apostle P~-

puhi ~'~ did not digque.l i fy hin how*'v~r for doine r;r,ilt thint;s. • · 

instruct.,o. cont;r,eation, th"' anxiou~ bench can n.,v.-,r b"' e;enerally I>Op-

ular. tt §§ But it \VM "'vid.,ntly 1>opular witlt th~ ~r~at ooner,.,t:ation~ 

lir>->Rided over by th'!l thr"'"' a1-)ov"' nam"'d R.,vivaliBts. Al!!o, in JH£•.nv , ~"·l 1 

ary. 11 i§§ 

Wot"d of God wa~ hon.,stly pr"'!a.-~hl')cl, ;::..;1 c:. thf.) occasion wa!1 favora'bl"' for 

lUl invltati<m to prayer. ••• · 

(d) Attract~ th"'! au:p•rficial and inninc"'r"' .--"Th~ p"!raor:.z ri "!ir,.c 

and coming forward ar"'!, for thf'.} .mo~t part, the se.ntuine, tl':e rf.J'1h,thr., 

~~lf-en~fid..,nt, or th" fJ·~lf-ri.t~ht.,ous, whil~ thoR., who hl'e mor_, d~"'ply 

• N"'vin, Th"' Anx. Bench, p. 42. 
§ Se" abov"', Ch. VI., 10; VI., 13; VI., 1e ,( 1 ); VI., 13,( 9 ) ~t al. 

*'~ S•'\rl lt'hCV•"', ~:b.. IV. , XI. , 3. 
§§ N~vin, Tt~ Anx. B~nch, p. 42. 

*** COllll)• a.':>OV"1, r'h. VI,, 10; VI., 13/1), (3),{-t),flltP.. 
§ '§ Sprae".t~, J.l!:ct. (jn Rev. , .t..::'P. , p •• 265. 

~.-u (;olkp. ebOV'!, c:r.. VI.' 13,( :~). 
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Our auti:or qualifi".l~ l.is statem~nt 'by ~ayinc, "-f'or t'h111 rr.oPt l'Art 1'. 

(e) Jlourn~tJ't' B.,noh pray.,r cf BUApicious character.--"It is a Rt<.."J-

picioua kind of pray!'tr a.t h~~t that oan h~ e~a~.,d, in such circua-

f'ltanoe~, only ~'Y th"l e ieht of its o'bjects, th..,oretically paraded to 

prod.Ut1e eff-,ct~, Wl thOll.i; th., p01rl'l1' Of A. :mor~ t!"nera.l int~rB~ttt • ** 

Thia wonJ.a fl8ldom, if' !'tV'3r, b.,. The obj~ct would he priLJ.arily, to lo-

cat." and "''nCOllrR~e tntA~rl'l?,t in th"' einner, not in thA p:?:"ayine C':hriAt-

ian. 

(f) Th., SlJort of quacks. 11lt is ""ll adaptl'ld incle~d. tc "'l<o.orr-"' 

But thA }fou:r-nerl'.'! 1 B'3nc!. is 

, not responsiol"} for that. B..,sid'le, q:~acks l~ay ,>11 found in l!lV"':ry dir~c-

t'io!!, and .:;.nt:aeine in "'v"'r-.f thine. 

prayed for, or to sienify that th.,y had ei.v'3n their l:.,art~ to God~ 11 .. ., 
''Whit.:::'iP.ci. and. Edward"' n"'l.,ded no new r.t"lnsur·,, to re.ak~ th<>ms·~lves felt." 

The practio~ ~l~t r-.st on this on~ consideration: Does 

* H"'!!r'7~y, MA."'l.. of R"lV. , p. 85. 
i r.omp. above, Ch. VI., 13, (1),-,tc. 

•• No<tvin, Thr., An:t. B"'nch, p. 102. 
i~ Wevin, p. 45. 

**• FiR'h, Ha."ld'boCJk r R..,v., !)• 352. Nl'!'!in, p. 57, 
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Goa a.!)prcv., ~.nd ne19 .it? Th., an~w""r to thic r:a~stion must b., found in 

t•"' licht cf th.., factR which surrvu.ncl it. 

~d with thi~ pat>ticn.lar atyle of' action in th~ chu.rcb, frm11 th~ ""'~rY 

n~tur.-, of. th6 ca.~~." • But it is ''"'H'Y di.f'.ficnl ~ ~C· eel'!l 1ow ther"' 

who Might find it in th.,ir r..,arte tc r1.o nv, tc oom., fo:!"llard and ind.i-

oat·~ t:bl3ir d"s ir'3 to oe ~aved ancl 1~~ th.,ir Christian fri"lndf.' and th~n-

!'!.-,br~s mutually brine th~ rr.attar beforl3 the Lord in prayer. 

vi ct~d are full a!! 1. ik-,'ty ~<> t~O fc1rward in the way of prof.,ssion as 

they are to r;o bac .,, • ~ 

were laying ".lmphaF..i~ on t.h" n~c'!~ .. ity of rer.:.,n.,ration. 

sione n:e .. )~~ in thiA WFJ.y do not a~ l'l t;.,neral thine • .,~.r wto~ll. '1 u. Eut. 

ttin>? ;o!Jriousnto~as, l.'hile it la~ts, and. is suM to be followed by 8. 

r.,P..ction, atill nor·~ hurtful to th., spirit, wh.,n th~ occa.sicn is over."§ 

N.,vin, The Am:. Bench, p • 108. 
l Nov in, I-' • .8'1 • .,q 

*., ~,.,vin, p. &~. 
u '~"vi~!, p. ?&- . '77 
v • 
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Not so, if. t e exp:r111s ;,,n i::; r:.E..tl .. rA.l and trenuine. Co1nptir" P,.,nt~cos t, 

(1) Pera~ns privat~ly approached ar~ freer to express th~ms~lves. 

--"I have obe~rv~d wh"!n I viei t~d 1'\nd conv·".lrF.!"'cl with p.-,raons privl'lt~ly 

who ~er~ anxious tor th.,ir aouln, they appear.,d aore unreserved in the 

si tion, as W"'ll as pr,sent state of inter~~~t in th., p~rgon O.l)l'ru;1.,~.1 1l. 

~~t \. 1 , ~u<Jh d,p.•mds on th_, chs.rl:'~·:ter of inter,.d 1u: Jitanner of addr8as, 

thems~tV""i'! rc.or-3 .f'r~aly, as above sutg.,st-.d, that would not areue that 

tl:., J!.ourn~r DA.noh l!' • .,thod of work wa:<J not al~o e:ood. 

( m} K.,~ps 1:>aek th"J sirtc\'!r.,, and encouraeea forward the insincere. 

--HThere i~ tUi. o~t.,ntation abmlt anxious l'!.,ata, in r.m indiscrininate 

Where the s.,rvic.., ifJ conduet.,d und.,r tl'l.e thoughtful watchcar~ of a 

cons~crated and e.bs~rvtmt pastor ,nnd th~ !n .. opcsi tion ie clearly sta-

t~d, with p~op~r limitations, th~ 1nsinc~r~ ar~ not likqly to intMld~. 

Ar". tc th~ int~r"d"d, tmy r.a,f'u~ zi..l on tl;.eir part ait:ht bs a•..!co-.mt.,d for 

on scm~ other ero1md, aa that of ~nd~avcrine to cen~~al th~ir int~r-

.,t'!t. The V"'lry !'ailur., to com.,, howev~r, Jl&.y l>e sanctified l>y th., Lord 

• SpraC11"', Lfllot. on R..,v. , A:!)p. ~ p. 358 .. 
§ Spr~l..,, LMt. on R"'v. App. , p. .MS. 'Jif9 
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This ha!J dou.btl~ss h~~n fr~qu..,ntJ.y the cane. 

th~ l.:,l'inci:ple of f'oar. 11 • Aa has be~n alr~ady said (Ch. XII .l,(?.),a-

hov~), tb~ Mourn~r~' B~neh is not re~ponsible !or the ~or~ of fnnat-

the wrath to oo ~" OAt. 3:1'7; Ao. ?-:40 ), w~.l;h tl1., stat~~tment of the fact 

that they are lost, Md as suel::, ar"! noY exposed to the wrath of God, 

Su.ci1 appeals do not inhere in the na-

w~ retui that Paul "reasoned of riehteOUAhess, and t~mperanc~, 8.li(1 the 

thy Tay for this time; and when I havl'! s. conv,nient s.,s..c-on, I will call 

.!;be., u.nto m"'·" --Ac. 24~25,--R.V •. --·Hin :prJ)achint: was sucl: aa to 11 ter-

rif'y" Felix. 

(c.;) Its advocat.,'! ~nl ist sympathy in itA he:Ralf. __ ttEsp~cially 

tlaiiJ Jlyst~riou.tl force cf sylll.patl:y h enlisted in support of th~ aeasu.re 

o.,rtai!tly ".:.~no just objection broueht aeainst tl:.l'! Mourners' B~~tnch en 

Ev,qn th"' 

r~l igion of thl!l L•:rd ,T~~~eus d~pends on thjljl lovl"' and int..,reat of its sub-

• Nevin, Tb~ Anx. R~noh, p. 4?.. 
~ }!qvin, :p. 4~. 
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llournqra' B~nch to bll!l a'bl"' to stat"' that it ha:<1 tL~ power t,o •nliAt th~ 

Rympathy of tl:inkinr.;, prayine: m..,n and Y!Om~~ in it~ b..,half. Sue:h,how-

ll!lVer, it ha.::3 don..,, and does. 

p~rience~' are- mor"3 superficial corunonly, than thos"3 whioh b..,lone to 

thi~ trhi. :r-lwind proc.,s-;;. Th"' foundations of th~ inward lif'~ ar·• net 

r"'achll!ld and moved "by it at all, •• it i~ not u.~ d.-.ptk of th,.,R-:J P...nx-

iou.l! 'b~neh and camp-ll!..,.,ting eonv"''r~ion!'!, bu.t th"!!ir utter ant of d8pth, 

that expoi'!M th'3Jt to complaint." It in 11ot ~xp..,ct~d by any in-

t.,llig.,nt and hon..,!'!t advoca.t~ of' the l.kurn.,r 1s B.,ncr. that it nhm~lrl 

r'lu.cl<. sna aov.., tlll., r1earts of th'"' :p~opl~~t. Thll!l Word a.nd Spirit of' God 

arB T'..,lied upcn to Cl.o thi~ work,--the Word of God as l-.onMtly preached 

by his servants, c.r..d appli.,d by th, Holy Spirit to th.., hfllartR of the11 

that h.,1~r it. Tk-, Mourner's B"'lnoh 1e not "'xp~ct"Jd to take th~ place 

fordine favorable opportuniths of oonf,-,~sion, ..,xprMsion d' int ... r.e'lat 

in t~e Jaatt"T' of salvation, and of requ.estg for !H"ayer. But it is, 

and does, tl.is much.--No aor,.,. 

thF.t anxious b"'lnoh and aft-.r•ards fall 1)ack aeain (')penly to th~ir for-

Hardly i !'! tmy ha:r.JU li k"lY to r..,sul t, wher"' 

• N"'v in~ The Anx. Reneh, p. J:;e~. II~ 
§ p . 81 . '7i 
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An J10n~st prep-

Saviour, eould hardly do otl::.,rwis., than rM\llt in ~ood. 

( rJ Has 110 affinity ,.,i th tJ·,,., R..,:rormP..tion.--"Th" Syst.-. of fiew 

Whil" ~h&t litlay 'ht7 trh,.. tc 11n "xt~nt, y.-,t it iA a.V~o tru.,, that all 

+ 
int.,ll;e~nt an<J. tru.,$Jt advooat<!ls of th" U:our.'l..,l' 1 a B"ner., hav" in vi.,v: 

by ";hem, as H~ ~:mploys th"m in tla., accoJ;t.plisl:,m,.,nt of His work for th" 

soul~ of rll.,n. 

an, cUstinctiv..,ly, out rath.,r diatinctiV"3ly Clu•intian. 

(s) I~ i:<J ~ompar.,d with Rom.,.-- 11 It l.a W"Jll knor.n, ho11: in tl:" CimrcJ-

ward m-,ri t in thii'J way, M thon{.;h by the1n~"!llv..,s th"Y had power to of9-

ccu-_, a spiritual bl<!l<::Aine. ''§ B1tt prop..,rly man~.,d the fact wiJ.J. h.., 

kept h.,for1 tn~ conw~~~ation that this is not th" cas,. That nothin~ 

No intellig.,nt and hon.,st advocat., 

of th~ Uourn.,r 1 ~ B.,neh woul<l clai• that th~r"! wa.q any savine "Jfi'icacy 

in it. Yet, inatrum•mtally, it b.,cOlll.""~ to some an occas i~~-. of bl_,ss-

i. n.e;. 

( t) Con:-1~ct~ 1 t~,.,lf. with "ulearisJ'!.- "It eonn~~ta i ts.,lf • 4 

* Nflllvin~ 'l'h., AnxiO'lS B"nch, p. 6, 
· n.,vin, p. '72. 
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naturally and r.,ad ily with a c~rtB.in vul~ari~lilt of r-.<)li!lt: in r"lieion,. 

that is alwayi'J injurious to th~ wor~hip of God. 11 "' 'J'h,ri"J can c.,r-

t.ainly "l'!i l'I.Q "vt:.lgaril'l711 of :r,.,.,li~~" in en.., who earnestly d~sires to 

find Cr>1ri~t, in th" fort;iven.,ss of r.i!'J !'Jins, nnd, in r~spon~'!l to th" 

hon'!l'3t invitation of a :f'ai Ehful minister of the J,ord JeRus, comes for-

ward to .,neae., with th" :pf9cplo!. of rr<>d ir. :9rayer for hi"' flalvation. 

'l'h'!l tru~ fri,..nd~ o"' _..,."!! •~c.urn!'!lr 1 R B-,noh ar"! r~sponsible for it only as 

'1'h"1y nr" not r"!'!ponsibJ..., for it as ~-

!lloy.,c~ .. .,y ran:;. tics, and found in t:r.,., hands of cranks. 

( u) Inharraonioue Ti th r~l i.eiou~ !'!O~i-.tiAB .--"Tra.~t societies, the 

os.Ul;!"!! of lfi~•io~t"'!, !Uld the b'!ln.,volent ag.,nci.,s in eeneral, by which tl1~ 

Clm.reJ::-. is ~nd~<:J.vorine; to diffu!'J~ th'! knowl'!lde.., of the truth tr:>-Olll"hout 

All thMe thine"I'J ar., natural, dir"ct utterances of u~,., 

rJ?irit of Chriflt iani ty i ts~l:f.', nnd hav~ no affinity w:hn.~"W".lr wi tl1 tha 

ord.,r of action rprea.,nted by th"' Anxious B~nch. 11 § But th" <~~ffort~J 

of th., R.dvocP..t'"J~ of the Mourn"'r 1 a B"'nch ar~ tc aid p"'opl"' in th'"Jir ap-

pro aeh to Christ;to th., '"JXt"mt that it i~1 .;.n~trun:..,ntal, in tho~Jir 

t-Jnt it is a hal:p to all th'3 t1·u~, r~l:l.e-ioul'l o~Jnt.,rpriB'"J~ that '"Jnlight~n-

"'d Chri~ti~ms hav.<;, 

( v) Outward d.,monatrat ion alone ig sought. -- 11 Th., obj..,et ~c'l.>,eht 

* N'"Jvin, Th-, .AndOU!! B~nch, p. 10'7. 
~· ~·..,,t ln, 11. :;G. 

•~ Nevin, p. ~~. 
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1 i ~v., that God May 1!1'3~ fit to l~t>,l:.~ th~ r"'r.Jponse an inuu.,diate oc~fl.sion 

of blessint; to th..,ir iwtortal ~Ol4la. 

( w) A ghow o:f hand1': 1\11 a'~) surdity. --!'It \~ ha:t•<Uy n~cessary to 

show of hand~ froa thos., who ar~ noli r~FJol V"\d to c;ivf'l th,ma.alves to 

th-, Lorn." • 

If, how.,v1r, on., has it s..,ttl"ld. in hir.~ own mind that he wiU ~iv~ 

hims~lf ~o ti11~ T~ord, t er-. is hardly any inoonsist.,ncy, on an occaRion 

of worship, of incHt~?..tinr; to God 1 s IJAOpl"', in thin Vt"Jry ainpl"' way, 

that fact. It is ~imply ..,xpr"'s!Jin~ to•God 1s friends, in a qui..,t way, 

a matt.-~r now s.,ttl"'d in hifl own .mind. Ther., is nothing iru'lod.,~t ,or 

pr~natur.,, in it, if it if3 ba~~d on fact.§ 

(x) Requir.,l'l no spiritual pow.,r.-- 11It r•>qnir"'R •• no l'lpiritual 

I.t cannot he uaed 

witli r-,al !)Ow.,r, how.,v'?r, without spiritual pow..,r. Mor.,ov~r, the cc::-

) 

(y) C~':'lfu.~ion, wh"Jre exoiter~•nt.--"Yih"lr., any conaid"'rahl.., l'lxoite-

m.,nt pr.,vail~, i. t ie almost ilnpossibl• for th!'l rn.,!i!;'Ut'"' to b., e.ppli.,d, 

without oon.fu-,i.on and colfJ!otien.'t §§ 

• Int,rna.ti<mal Cyclop.,dla, vol. XU.: p. !'i\17, art. 1~R,.vivals 11 • 

§ "Show of handa'1 , a ru~mb.,r of the 11 Syst~rt of New !:~A)''1.tr!'ls 11 • 
''* N"'vin~ Th!'l Anxiou~ B~ncl1, p. 43. 
H Nevin' !>. J oa. 



Tide, of C01.l.r!3~, would d~p"!nd on th~ judenl9nt and fore., of char~te-

t~r of the pastor, or l..,a.d..,r. If h., d-'1'3ir.,d ao to do, should. t]-,., oece.-

i~vitation altoe.,th.,r. 

in th.., Mourn,r 1s B~nch. . ... 
l~.o. 

--th~ imprMaion mad.., gr.(;'\\'!3 out of th~ nvm who ~ond1 .. ct~ it. 

invi t~a 1\ll who a.r"'l ecnc·<>rn~rl. for th.., salvation of their souls, t.o 

'J'h"r" could .,., no in0011.siet..,ncy in eivine th.., invitation to th" 

Tl1"Y ar..., th.., on"'!~ conc<.~rn.,d.. By th111m, if hy any, 

pr~ached to all, a~'.d. for all; th•' invitation to oom., up for :pray~r, 

iR r:tad.., only to th..,11 who fAel tl:.,ir n~ed of p:ray..,r, and would :mak!'t 

k11own tl::."l.t f~Alin~~ of n.,~a, if ju.~t in,,i. t"'d to d.o so. Th'.!J eo~nin~ '!'or-

ward ie th., DOell'! of ~xpr.,s<Jion chos8n. It ie chosen b8ca'l.:..s., thour.;ht 

to sCJn".!l ..,xt·mt, in its V&Jry nature,and op~ns th"' way for -,xtrav~ano~." 

'J'}l.., 1/.0llrn..,r 1s B..,nch iR not r"Plli<msib.l~ for any "irreeulari ty 11 or 

• N~vin, 1'tl., An.uous B~nc.h., p. 'iC. 
§ N~vin, p. 104. 
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Th" p"''opl~ who r,·.,__k<;) a 'Nrone; us~ of' th., Mourn"'r 1 ::J 

~, ..... 
Bencl1 are reqpon!libl..,..--Hono~lr to -.·hA.t honour! GuiH ~o whom .~uiH! 

B. In PRrtioular. 

1. Facts in Faver. 

( 1il.) Th.., iruportanc., 01~ d,;,ci~ion. -- 11This lli8~tin~ J1as •• oonvinc"'(~ 

sinnoOJra to an intnt"tdia.t"'l d.,cision 'by l .,adine; th--.n to aot." • 

No on.., qhou.ld IJ.U. .. ~tion th., ~ood thti~ th.,r·~ is in a thine to a 

lla."l, wh..,n it b-"ICOlles to him th"' oceasion of right d-,cinio~, or n 

(!Ue~tiotl in a o mre ~, aCJking thoq~ that ar., a"lXi()Us for their souls to 

ris.,, or rather tc eo to anoth"!!r !"ooa? Mr. Moody--! think AO. . . What 

you war.t ia tc e-~t th~• to do aom.,tLine they don't want to de, a...'id. it 

is a 

. + . 
1 ~ 1.~ 

er~a.t cro~l': e~nerally for }>"lO})l"'' to l'lR"' for pray.,r. II ; 
L . 

Tho~., who ar"' aequaint-.d witL til Yiork in ~ivals are a war" that 

a l'llatt.,r of first consid<Otra.tion to t''"lt the p"'ople to rr,ov., • 

r"'tR.rd"'d by tlvm., prov_., on-, of th" V"'lry thinen th~y ne9do Th., jllcle'-

of tho·~~ '!l'ho think. 

(c) Combt: fo:t"ltarrl not obj~~Jctionabl.,.--ncomint~ forward for pre.y"r 

7 Chr. Ind., vol • .e-, p. 219., 
§ I.~oody, 'l'h., <'K.·~p..,l Awak.,ning, p. 71H. 
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(which ift li ttl" .,lR.., than th" abov"" ,--Anxiou.!'! S~~tatA--) 11 P. v~ry ~"!n-

~ 

& 9a~tor., that th" Ao-call~d 1an1r.ioua ,.,.,noh 1 is th111 l,.,v.,r of til~ Ar-

voic-,!3, ~cmndine fror~ lone r,~for~ hir1 na.y tin no", utt~r:i.nc th"'' con-

not d"lny that it ia important to CRi.: ~inn-,r~ to an in:l't-,diat~ a__,ci~icm, 

--.-FD1h, E:mdoMk or R"'v., p. :un. 
i N"'vin, ~h., Anxiol.LS B~nc•h, l. 18. 

-it-¥ l1~rv~y, J\~B.-"1" of· R,-,v., p. ~!)Q 
j 
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to thall in r.,achine that d~cision, and in makine:; it knotm. Both work 

toward. th., AP.Jle end, but by d.lrl''}r.-,nt l· .. '!ana .--ttThoee who hav., be..,n vio-

eti tut., or tb-,y ccul1 net ~~t alone; in pronto tine a r•,vival." • 

It in a rtR.tt.,r that 11:ill W(;rk its own way. It is a sul)jec.t y"'lt 

l:>efore th!:"l piopl~. '!'h., !l:ourn·~r'~ B~noh ia y.,t in d"!!Mand. Many ra.eh 

thing~ tav~ ')~~n ~aid and done in r"'lf"'lrenc~ to it, hut it still finds 

• 
(~) God l:>le~~~s unnall.,d m..,ans.-·-"In r9f..,r~nc"'l to u.qru'ls s·L.ita.hla 

blld facta to confiru th., h"lli..,f that God cond.McenC!.!': to ~l,.,Rs a. e:r•oe.tf'!r 

particularize in his Word; l"1avine roo h.,re. aeo in "'''P:ry oth.,r d"part-

•~nt of rt1lieiml!3 l'i.l~t iv i ty, fer th"'l con!3<1i~ntious "lXercil1'3 of lumen 

diser.,tion. It is r!ot to "b~ dou"bted, aft~r cancJ.id rmd ,..xte!lnivl'l in-

cf op.,rA.tion, hon.,stly adopted, and o.f b.,neficial .i.nfltv.~n<~~." ~tc.• 

se it in. Not in a~y e8ns.., a settin~ a~id of th~ Word cf God, 

or of any of its pr.,cious truths, or ord.ina.nc:~s; ; .~i tl-.,r any obPour-

ing of it ll de,.., t rin..,e; 'hut s ir!l}llY t h., U?.~ ( as m .. terowtl:s of t h~ t rul!l 

• Finn ... y, t~ct. ()':1 R.,v. , p. ?.!'i4. 
§ Herv"'y, Lan. of .R"'v., p. aa. 

•• Spraeu.,, L~ct. on R.,v., App., ~$ aS4" 
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r~lieiou.s !=>.)irit) or th()r:;, tl:inel'! whioll com., alone as th~ unf.olding or 

ur"s. So, in a m"!asur-.., th"J d~V"31CF:..~nt in p:r."':'!~nt missionary op.,ra-

tions in th"' world. 

(h) Ev&l'l£:..,lists lHJ"! th"'Jm. --"A diff<>rt'!ncott o:f Ol>inion r..,g-ardine tha 

church.,s. It was t;an"'Jrally thought, a:rt.,r du., trial, that th~ r;·-~thocl::-

in th_, llla.in 'rindiCat"''d UV~JlA.,l V"'~ • ~early iljV~ry ~vf'..nt;.,list haa sine~ 

-f. 

adopted these or ointilar m"'thods. tt • They haV·'l com-, to J:U~Iil."Fl:t' th~ 

rf}vival wh·m lare"' num1J.,re ar., in th~ S"'~V..,ral stae"a of alarlil ru1d. in-

'!!' 1 FJ n...,noh has ju"'t a~ much nlair.t to r"cccnition as has this. Both 

are "'s"l.,ntial, arJ o~<Hl.Rions, cr instrur: 4n+.r~, of s..,rvio". Each fi1.1.!! 

ur.,a. 

b"'ccn.·~ l.cnt ~d. to th,.,Ja th"' ori tioi~~" hav·" d.ininigh"'d and finally di"~ 

*' v.,dd-.-r, 11' ~t. Ba:r-t. Uid. 
' HrmpP-r~y, R"!tv. Sk.,tohfll!3, 

u Vedder, 1-!ist. Bart. MiC:•. 

Stat.,:.-; , 
p. ~43. 
Stat~ , 

p.- 1F.:3. 
silj., abov~ 

!>. J:fi4. J .i'J 
Ch. VIII., 2,(d). 

"'l. 
I 
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~ 

( k) God llo•1or"J pray.,r. --John 'Mii)xem 11:pr9ach_,d and viait"d fre-

linly and r"lc~iv~ th., prayers of th., almrch; and God in a !'tp-scial J:te.n-

_,ousneas upon tl11!1Jl." • 

(1) Helpful t.,stixony.-- 11Thl'l sir;..pl"! na.rra.tt,,., of •• n"'l'{-horn 

God 1 11'J coneciouc; :_;;r-3sence and blo~tssine in connection with, and dur-

hiru~~lf to r.od. To :bi!l thirJ wa~ vieihly an occasion of er.,at blea"line. 

( o) Conv.,rts. --"About Rixty lH"r~on!" hav-., '1-)"!!~n forva.rci for pr~y~ \ 

of th~ ned worthy and int"tlligt~~nt citizens of our town, many of wl:.ot•: 

• Chr. Ind.,x, VGl. fi, p. 140 • 
._i _ Chr.- Ind$x,- V!l • · -.--:t7E~-S 8.'hov~ ...C.k. ~U-.- ,6_ ( ) • .,----

..,. Moody, The Go~p~l A?:AJ.-.~nint:, p. 751. 
Sf Lifq of Andrew~, p. 14~. 
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hav~ ;,~..,r. hop.,fu.lly ClO!lV.,rhd to God, tU1~ ?~r·~ now r.,joioint:~ 11 "About 

"'!!ighty have preaent.,d th"'Kselven ;.;..> o1.j~~teh of ap.,flia.l pra.yeY', most 

of who:m ar"" now r..,joici:1e i.~ th~ j,crd. 1' "Each nicht crowdR of peni-

hundr-,a., and th., nu.rr.',..,r of eonv.,reions, accordine to the •oat c rr"'ct 

"stiJ&at~, wiL ~1ot fall 'b~low on" lmndr"'!ld and forty." • 
ThuB, v""ry many c~ the happi.,et and briehtest conv.,raions w., r~ve \ 

com.e frou. servlC~~ cormectt~-d. with th" Mourn~r 1 ~ Benc'ho 

C p) Advantae:"s of l~O\lrnl!r 1 a B.,ncl" •• --"l''orrt"3rly, the ad.valb.ages of 

th., 'Anxious Seat 1 wer~ ~"!!t forth in various way~. It aerv.,d, it lf:'l.S 

~aid, a~ a t~d of character; it was a pu'l)lic committal; it was a v·3ry 

and the c:hu.rol..u f 

pray.,r in tll., .,:rrort to coJ£.~ to C rist, find acceptance, and. obtain 

th., forgivenesa :.f on., 's eimJ. The ''public coil".:ni ttal'', e.nd "the 

Z. Oonc"!ssion ll'itlh opposition. 

(a) Not th~ d~vic"'.., but tl1.., w1thods ua"'..d.--"W~ <lc not fll"~ that 

.!!_S"ld to p.,rsuad1, urt;.,, and abtost forc"'.. "tt~ndM.c~ thus to pr~s.,nt 
* Andr-.wP ,1 M.::viae Lir..,iif 11:p. J.99,20.3,2S .C. ; Gr.,at R"'..v. in Sou.Am. ,281. 

A ... • 2. 06' 
i II . r,rey, Man. of R~v. 7 p. '79. 
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Th,_., Mourn~r's B"Jnch is not 

r~aponsibl~ for it. U io ju~t h"J!'"' that opposition. to th8 Uourn.,r'a 

B~noh originat~~ ~itL a6m'-'• 

(b) Da.nt;er of co:nuuit !'tnt on the part of the unconv.,rte0 .• --~'7h~ 

obj~ctio!'l tlaat 1tl1er., i1'l er~at dan~.,r 1rhen you p~r~ ad.·~ a man who is not 

yftt conv.,rt..,d, publicly to oommi t hillie.,lf, thn.t, h., will b., induced. l)y 

tl'\el" tna.n l""Jli~iou~ fe-,lings a.n.rl motiv,_.,s to p!'trsevere and co1ne into 

thll) church, and r.an~ as a d.,ad '"'"i.p:ht upon the causi'!J 1 , do~~ not s~.,Jn 

to have fore~. N r y..,t a.eain, e.r.oth,_.,r, ~~;Gm~timM urted, that thia .,n-

Peopl~ eom~tin-,1': com~ into tl1., church from "other than r..,lieioua 

It ia 

in all Aueh ee.."! ., .<>: t h"'.. :f'aul t of manateJII.eat, or the r..,sul t ef ignorance. 

'II'~~J ar., traneo.cti.ne; bUBin"'..ss for th"J Mast..,r, and that """ n~ d divin~ 

eu idane'!. 

( n) ConvietOIIJd rum "\'hould go to Cbrif!t .-- ur;t a :rrm .. "1. is convicted 

eno'l.~g+o ask tl1e pray "'..rs of Ckrist iane:, h"'' is eonvic t"!'d ·"noueh to eo 

to Chri~t; and tl\11)1'~ h" ~hou.ld b., s~nt, and ther~ he should eo... • 
Th" whol"' effort is to e~t :him toChriBt. 'l'o thif3 ~nd is the :point~d 

~~rmon and th~ p"''r~onal "ffort. 

• F:b!'A, Handl)ock of R~v. , p 35_1. 
f Fish, Handbook of R"v. , p. 3!51. 

*'l\: Herv~y, Manual cf r..,v. , p. 80. 

I, 
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It i~ thmlCht tLat if' th"!!y oan b., induo.,d publicly to indioat., th-,ir 

d'9sir~ t.o ~"' Aav.,d, that, to ~.,tlt.,r •ith unit~d. prayt~~ra, may r.,f'Ult in 

th~ .,ff~ctual lsadine of th.,ir souls to Christ • This is <m.-, of the 

.,fforts to g-,t th~Jt to ChriAt. • 

(d) Exprt~~ssior. 11'i th all methode.--ttOld-:fashioned revival. 'l'h"!! 

S'9rMOn is ov~r. Th" 'work ~t ta., altar• b.,~ina. A familiar and soul-

"!tirl"ine r.~rrm of invitaticm, expostulation and comfort, is sun~ r..eart-

ily by th., whel., oon~r.,te.tion. ~he ~rowdg in the a.bl.,s ma.k.e Yay ror 

anxinua seuls are 1nvited tq rise', 'to ocm~ forward', or 1to r.,~n.in 

for th" inq11iry • .,.,tirtt:', whil., th"r" :~~·,a.y be lese 'demonstration 1and 

'confusion' of th., sort described, th"r"' is th" ~am., liability to oe-

o~.sional out'bur<Jh of :r..,.,ling, to Ute us" ·of strone "'xpr~ssions, to th"' 

t"'r ROl4etim..,e shouts fortlt his convictions W'l.d hi~ !'!!'lntinl'lnt~ of prai~"l 

in .,xcleationa whioh alno~Jt ~hock his cont;r"'[';a.tiG)lll'l. Some of the qui-

a ritht inclination, anN. nothing on tll~ 1an.x i. oU!'I seat' aa ~U<.";h." ~ 

'l'i .~ Lord us8s it aa an occasion of hl..,qsint;. 
If S·'Fl a~J CV"', Ch. XIII, A,2 ,( m ); A,2,(l; ),. 
~ Tl.~ R"lviva}. and A.f-c.,r, t>p. 1'7-19. 

"* H•r,;"y~ Man. of R~v •• p. 81. s.,~ abov"l, Cn. XI I :fi• 
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( t) Failur.._, in An~im ... s B~nc '.--ttTil."' 1 anxiou~ ~"!~.t 1 ian0 th~ r~vi-

what ar.., tl1" thine~ that ar~ tc i.~ a~kad. of th-, J.ord. '1 • It i~ .,v-
id..,nt that with il: our approl'l.ch--1'1 tc q thron·~ of erne..,, w., should 

hav"' d.~Sfini t·~ obj~~t~ before our JTtinds, and pree.,nt i;h"'lli d..,fini t~ly 

befo11.., th., Lord. Ahov all, lf·' ghou.ld co:m .. wi tl, t;h., fnln.,s<J of .,arn-

Mt h~arte. -- 11 If Y" th.,n, 'being .,vn, know how to eiv.., e;ood e;ifts un-

t.o your childr...,n, how :much mer-, Ahall your rath~r w:Uch iB in heav~n 

eiv"' e;ood things to th"!m tr.at ask him?"--llatt. '7·11. 

(g) M-.a~ur"'!s for :mod..,rat.,ly movine ina.e;ine.tion.--"I no net. ohj~ct 

to all m"'asur~s to arr..,at att~ntion to mov., mod.!rat..,ly th111 i~u1eina.-

tion and })A.(" don~, and tc put th., whol~ rc.an 1nto Rc:ticn towards God and 

his r.,v"!!al..,d truth~. • • But ther,~ ia al tayR ~or:::"'l dane..,r in workinf' on 

of "Jv.,ry faitht'u . .1. minist..,r of th!'! GoFJp"'l should ')., to r~ly upon th" 

·~v>.., or what"v"'r Jll.,ans, to accon:!ll.'.rJl:. the work of God. It cannot h~ 

.-,~du~t or hif'l :'l"l''fi~~, r"~ul'ts in hFtrtu. 
• H.,rv.,y. Man. of R,v •• p. 8l. 
i Sprneu~, L"ct .. Gn n~v. AJJ!'., 'I>· 3C7 

• 



qp..,oially addr..l;qs.:>Jd r.nd prayf!d for, I not only adlllit, b 4t conaid..,r as 

highly i:uportR.n t • 

.:;r>.a.t~r advantae;", aft.,r th"t promincu.cus audi.,nc~ has r"'tir..,d, or in 

whR.t I think sti~.l 1>., t .. r, a m.,~ting l'!p"'lcially appoint..,~. lor th., rmr-

pose." * 

Hlil:pl~ (~C l"'; ri.,rat.ion for beth .,x:p..,di.,nt<l. El<~.t ther., could b"' ne areu-

m~nt at;ain<Jt ~;h"' Mou.rn~r'n B~noh in t;h., fa!'!t tha~ RO:.r.·. cth~r ct..,vice, 

in som"' circumstanc~'~s, •ieht work bl!tt.,r. 

tlvm. would ,.,_, linit"'d to such occa!;'ione. a~ ca.ll,.,cl for it. 

( i) Decision is d.,sirahl!").--'•That a d.,c.isiv" Rt""P in r~lation to 

thh stihject is d.,sirabl.,, and that it oue;ht t1> b., tak•m without d..,lav, 

iR c..,rtain. But, at t]a.., erun·~ tin..,, that it oue;ht to b., tak..,n without 

not to rni'Jtt\lc . .., a transient ..,raotion, for a a.,.,p i.:mpr~ssiCJn, or a s<!'lttl"d 

1 purpo'3..,, i.~ .,qu.l'l.lly o.-,rtain. 11 f 

Th~r.., n..,.,d ~.., n.,ith~r rashn~~~ nor laok of consideration in aom-

ine to th" 't.fourner 1 ::J B"'Jnch. In nomine, on~ r.,aliz"~J hine.,lf a ~~Ji!".n.,r, 

r"!coeniz"'~ that all hi.-. ltc:p"" :for !'Jalvlltit,n is throue;h Chriot, and that 

• Spra;:u~, L~ct. on B"tv., Appo, p. 349. 
§ Sprague, r • ..,ct • em R.,v. , A.uli. , ::?P. 2C2f.. 



AF! a full and fr~~ .,Ypr..,sdon of the. fnct 

that h., r.,coeniz~~Js this, i1e com~~ forward and ael<.s th111 h••l1~ o" _pray..,r. 

Many find l':hrint, in th" V"'lry act of ooi":ine~ • 

(j) O~eaRional us~ of th" :Mourn..,r 1e B..,neh.-- 11Th~ occasional Hse 

harm altoe;eth..,r. But l.,t it b.., in or"tdi t nnd r".!)•lte.tio:t, for a ~hort 

ty, 01~ th., harm, ariAine frcm th.., Uournor 1s B-.neh, not in th" d"vic-, 

itg'!!lf', ">ut 1n th., hand'3 of thoR.., who u~e it. So, in th~ hands of 

do no harm, but good. 

If i "; wo1lld hA Bai'9 and do no harm, in th" hands of a eood :men f'ho 
I 

wo1-'ld ")lfil•loy i. ~ wi.~..,ly, for a l'lhort tim.,, why not all the tim.-.? So, 

th., Uourn111r 1s B..,nol1, in th., hando of a ~ood an& wis.., r:ia."l, is alright. 

(k) Privat"3 inbrvi .\'la and th., :Mourn..,r 1 <1 B"noh.--Th., form~r aS-

ford "a fa:r. 1,.,tt,~r opportunity to eiv"'l diqt'\not and o.ppropriat"!> in-

str1.;.ctio11 to Ilarticulat' individuals. '1 •• So far as inetrar>Uon it-

s..,.., -ar,ov,, r"h. xn, 5. 
§ n~vin, 'I'h~ Anxious B~nci:l~ 11. J;~" f#Jf. 

~ • 82_n'rJ..,;.l..., .t. T,nct. on R.,v. Ap,p. J p. 26"-4~, -------

95 
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l:lt., and pla.usil:>li'J shap~ th.., syst~n: can w~ll ta.k"t. If tl.in th·m .,.,,. 

3. O:ppo<!ition. 

tract i!3 an abus~, f!'Cll. y;J.ich it i~J <)f t:r., · utli1Cf!t inporta.no-, that thl'\ 

wor"!hip of th"'J l'l"nctuary, and th., oa.us., of r-,vival., !lhonld h"'l r~s-

uu.,ct. 11 § But ho"'t!'! of coo(l g,nd ;riR~ "-r-,thr-,n do not oonsid"'Jr it en 

lui for th"'J J..!ourn"'Jr 1s B-,noh, itB.,lf, many nf our b"'Jf'lt 'ol'"lth-

(b) 'l'lt~ Anxious B.,nch ft. nuiaanc!'l.--- 11 B~ln:1{;.inr; a~ it do.,<~ to thi~ 

nuisance, that can n..,v"lr h"' fully a..,.Hlt"!!d .,xo<~pt by :\.tr~ ~nt.ir., r~reova.l. 11 H 

us~d, with suoh jo~rouw c:~uec.,s~ by :<lO many .,min..,nt n.nd cons.,crat.,a. td.n-

It 11a.n '!:a.sily ....,.., 'D~n, on th.., oth.,r hand, 

* N"'vin, Th., Anxiou~ B"'lnoh, p • .1.~. 
i N•nrin, 11. 0. 

,~.,. S~·~ a.Qov~, ~h. XIII,B,2,(a) • 
.- H (q.,vin, py. 9¥-: 
L- *·~r"T.}' . flQOV~ ~h. VI::: " I).( C) 
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ca.l"l find fanB with a m.,asur.,, and ra'!hly i!al"L it 11 a 1miaance 11 • -- L.,t 

(c) Publ io vi.,w injuriou~ .--'.,"'he lant;.·u.aee of ..,xp.,ri"'nc"'t is, ~hat 

ir.apr~asions oueht not to ..., hrou,~ht rmch into public notic.,. • l!any 

nffect 

Rnch m')a.;:~ur~!'! turn away th"' att 1ntio·1 from th., distinct uoL~ -,npJ.ation 

But !:!Ur.,ly it is not makine p..,opl-, tcc. conspicuous, or Anhj...,ct-

p1!".,'!·'!!nc~ of par~~Jn'to, !)laylr{- t""<>, f"'lllO'r.'-J ''-1Jor.,rr1, ... to., there i!'l but 
• 

li ~tl~ da.nt;.,r that they wil::. eo to r-:u<'h a hl!rtful .,l(tr~rc.'! (go oon.trn-

I''!&.l tl, "!tC • Finr.,.,y, :r.m..,r.,o:t A:11dr.,w~, Taylor, Burkitt, ),foody, and 

otlv~rs, did nc•t s~~t~ any g~rious dane..,rs alonf; this lin.,. § 

tn th., cas., of thos"J who CC';J!I"' t.n i~, in adapt..,d 'oy itR oir(m .. -

n.,vin, 'rh' Anxicm.s B.,nch, pp. 10'7f. Spra.l:u.,,I.;ct.onR..,v.AIYf.).;,P,P.?.34t 
G"J., a~1ov,, ~hs. VI 11'> · fTI l~· 7 ... ,1,(2) · VIII,3 'lt al. 
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star..c~q to dil-l tort BJ'l.O. di~ttract th., thoue;hts of t1113 truly !'!"lric.us, P..nrl 

But a prop-

"lleract.,ri?."d 'by undu., excit.,m.,nt. It ia dif:f'iou.lt to Rt'l"' how th~ 

~ni .. t com.in.€: forward for pray.,r, wh~r" on., f~"lls th~ n~·d o-r pray.,r, 

plain and promi.n.,nt ir1 con11~ction with th., invita~ion, and ohly tho~., 

s.r~ invited forward, wbo ~an :.f th..,ir own frl'l"'J choie!'t ac(').,pt thll) invi-

itaol., !-lt.,p towardn C1.rint at l"~:~.st, 1f not actnaEy into hiR arms, 

b~ acconrplioh"'d i.n th., act of eoH.ine to th., anxious R.,at. ~~ ThiEl 

is du., to t ., way in wLich th-, 11rllatt,r'' i" "ma."'la:!;"!ld. 11 , thl'ln. Such would 

occu.r only in th"! ce.s., of "!Om., nninfon"d or t.honehtl,es mim.Rtnr. It 

pwR., in th., r-.e;""n'"lrat:lon of th-, soul." •• It ia th"'n '1 ~>o ord"!J:"'H~., . 

• Nevin, 'l'h'"l Anxious B.,nch, l)l)• ee,-11. 77; (?
1?' 

§ N"'vin, !). ~k. 73t 
u N.,vin., pp-. 771'-. . 

.. ' 



i.nd.GJ·.,d. "J"Jcom- th'!l i.Jlliil.,diat., ooc.4 sion of th., ::;oul 1s surr.,nd.,r to God. 

r t w_-ty ~v~ an inatrlm.,nt in thq han(Is of th., Holy Spiri ~ 1 but n''t i ts~lf 

a proouring oaus.,. 

1u~ion, anci i; no "l'"!tn~., ~inl~ad~ R "lin~l., AOU.l. 

(~) "i.'h"l anxioug .,stai:llioh clail'ls on God.-- 11i.!any alia.ken.,d sinn"'!lrR 

f~~l tl1Rt hy :ri!Jir'!.g and eoine: forwarcl th•'y hav~ publicly corr;dtt~d 

th'1ms~lv.,s, and that th.,r-,for., th"'Y hav~ a right to erp~ct r~r.:.,n.,ra

ti "" el:'ac.,--'in oth.,r word~, a!'! th~y hav~ t&Jv~n st·~P~ tc.ward ChriP. t, 

th~y raay l1op., that ht~t will advano-, to m..,~t them; wh"'r"'a"'! th"Y Fll,ould 

"''" taueht that ,J.,~u"' if'l their fi.rflt and o:'1ly r·~fuc~, and therefor., th-iy 

ar-9 to r~nonnc., ali id,.,as of pr.,par,,.tion~ A•"'l:'-d"''p.-:l.d.,"1oe, a!'l.d ~v~n of 

s.,lf-ooll'plac.,ncy 11 , "'to. • It iA th~ duty of ~v~ry wis., a~d int~l-

lie.,nt man of God to .,nli.r;ht"'n th., p.,opl., on thin su'oj.,ct. Th"Y !'!hould 

'b., ta.ueht that th""r"' is no lilerit in anythine th~y can do, in th~ si€~ht 

of God_. In .,'d·mdine; an imri tat ion for pray...,r, oar'! should ?e teJ.::'!!n to 

impr"!ss th., fact that FIJ.l l'l~:d t is in Chrint, and in ¥!hat }..., has don.,. 

That th" Mourner'~ B"'noh i~ ~blply an o~ca~ion of '"JT.l.)I'""3"~ion,and 

that if \;od s"l"" fit to 'bl.,!-3!'1 th., expr.,ssion th-, "'in.n.,r r.mk.,s in cordnr; 

to it, it i<J only from tl1., fnln...,~~ of hi~'> ar)ounrlinc; erace. But that 

som..,tira'!'l"! h"\ ia pl.,as.,d to r.,ooeniz~ th,., comi.ne: to it al'l n.r.. oo"e.sion 

of bl.,gsine, and tk"'r"'for"~ th·~ -.ncourae~m-,nt to ea~, i!' in his iteart, · 

he r.,~lfl innlin.,~ 50 to no. 

(h) . . . 
*' It""rv"'y, Marl. of Rev. , p. 84. 
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to b"!l induo~d to l~an u~1cr' "'l.\oh a :mOir"!!m.,nt; at'! thm.teh it could 

hav.., e.ny effici•mc)r at Hll to 1-}ri!le the soul nll)ar to God." "I i .. ave 

Th., l.!ourner 1e 

1r,ct~ 'Nch lili~tak"!s, It is only ·an clpport11nity, or occasion, of. ~n-

tiun of Christ. ( 1) Christ is th.., objeet, ( 2) Fai t:r. ifl thA n~dinF., 

--E.acle po:<J~ihl.., 'by th., Holy Spirit's pow111r. (3) H . .uuan .,rforts, as in 

hav ... , from what'"lver recccnition h .. may gi""· 

(i) Hum"n cono-,itR and wrone; devie"'"·--'1lllW1fm conc.,its nnd Ryrt-

rl ... fL.i 't~ly, hav.., no conn"'letion in fact with tr14.,, s~rious r"'lir:;ion nnd 

th~ caw~"' of r.-,vhal~, bu.t t..,nd only to hring th~m into :-liscr~d.i t ,l"l\r 

t:il"t fact b., op•mly prcclaim.,d, !t i In r~ply, l~t. u~ o~ser,~. ( 1 ) 

tllat truf' ~"lrva.nts of God ?:ill lov.., and r"''earc~ .. th.., ::Jil:lpl., truths a."l.d 

• N.,vin, 'l'h., tmxion~ B.,n(~h, p. 7'7; Spraeui'!l, L.,ct. 0' Rev., Ap.p.3C8. 
§ Spragi ... IIJ, t •;(; t • ()j\ n.,v. ' ~PP. J ::? • 324. li"'''v.il" ;:pp. 27' :z.. 9. I 
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That no on~ but a trl.t'9 s n M t 'i' Go hrJ." "'-"Y rit~llt '!;c~ .,xt,nd invi ta-

tions to ninn~rs to col<-.~ fcne.rd f'or pray r. 

trut3 F:•<t'vRnt!'l, P.J1d not in th<!! hands of lil"'n of t:h" world, who havf'l no r"'-

r-,lat·~d d,.wio..,s, as ~~inn.,y, Taylor, A.ndr~w~, B11rk · tt, Moody, ar.d oth-

stat""l'i"nt. (a) Th.,y ~·,·~ th"' hand of Go:l i '1 th., matt.,r. ( h ) Th"y do 

roueh op~~~tration." ! Thie will not r~sult, if t:r.o~~ s.,r.,ics in in tht~t 

prop..,rly oonduct.,d, oJt nn oocasion sui-tabl., to its us"· 

!'!On!3, who~., attentio. 11a<>: 1H~n fl!'•ju~-,d, it may b~ for tll"l fir~t time, .... 
and perhaps only a f.-,w minut.,s '1-)~for.,, to th" er,A.t s'l"'~~ct of relieio. ? 11 

Th"' rea<i~r will pl.,as., notio"' tile nic" diaorininatlons st.tgt=estecl 'uy th"' 

way of decidin~», "'to. (a) 

·li Conp. aho•;,,, Vt, 6 ,( 2 ). 
§ N·win, Th.o: -~XlOP~ B~nch, p. 108. 

• Spraeu.,, J .. .,ot. en Rev. , App. , ll1>. 26lf.#. 
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IJ"'"tf."' to admit that it ;,!'l at l.,ao::t, a eooli. ~ay of d~dcli ~e. (b) If the 

indicRtion of th" 1'3:1J!l~ ean c~rtably b~ v~:Jry prop'\rly raade by rising, or 

by comine forward, wh~n O[Jl-:-ortu.nit~r i11 ~fford.,d. ( ) What..,v'-l:r th~ 

on ci rmm<?t!Lnc~~. tn many plae-,e, as thos~ in T"hich th~ l'"~opllll have 

( l) 'l''\nds naturally to di.!'Jord.,r.-- 11Tll-. i.nXiQU.!=f B~nch t~nd"' n.P..tur-

R.lly to diAord.,r. Wh"r"' any con.:;idOJrE-'11., "'xoit"'m"nt prevails, it is al-

•otion." "T. t i r.: ul vm.y~ r~rvly, • ·to run into disordero '1 It ifl 11 11!!Iri-

n~ntly adar>t"d •• to :r>r.,pB."r..., th., way for elraost ev,.,:ry r-:!p..,ci~~~~ of r.ieor~ 

Notic"l h~r"' th.., l'lXpresf.liOnl'! "tend~ naturally to''; 11 ir, alwayl'l 

r-,ady Arter 

Wh8r., prop...,rly 

~\.r.d not s.t!3 an efficient calll'I.,.--An occasion, or opportl.mity, (jf "~Frills-

'!ion, and if God ":$0 favor~, an oce.asoion of bl.,s1>ine. 

• Jf.,Vil'l. Th Anxious P"!tneh, 1'!>· lO!'H'; Spracu~, ! •.. ct. en H~v., 
App., p. 265. 
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tl1~ c~c; of a awak.,n"d ainn.,r, cr-.at"a a. fal<:!, l;::t ~ll.- for the oonsoi~noe. ~ 

fllXpr.,asion. 't'he us'!l of' th.., Mou.rn'!!" 1!'.! B.,noh ~ivM ~good opportunity 

fott lilak:lne !JrO:t~in"'!nt th"' of.fio'! of truth, th., abnolute n'!loessi ty of 

:pr"Js"JnO"J and powt~tr in orcl"r to t:it~ ability to trust. 

"!1leh -,xpr-.~~ions t.ak.., plae"J, an '!!Xtre.ordinary •:..,~ cd th., ordinary m.,enF. 

of erace will app.,ar, as a matter c:f' c01 J.t''!~." § It wtt~ .in co~..n.,ction 

f"lt that; aJ'ld'!r God's h"'lpfu.l sanction, i~ has b"'"n th., occasion of cr~nt 

hl..,s~in~ to +,h., wox-k. TlvOJy 'l:>"'li"v" it to -.,., an outt;rowth of the r~~tvi-

(.o) Good aometi~C~~R don.,.-- 11Fa.r. r,., it from m., to uml"rtR.k, to pro-

.ne\.tltc" on thos"'.. 'br~thr"n who hav ~ thout:ht it their duty to oount,.nann " 

Anxious Seats, '' a s.,nteno., of cond..,Bmation; or to que?.tion that ,:oofl 

hJi!'! ~on' . .,tin s ''~"n d.on.., wh"!"~ tl1t~ty bav"'l J,-,n ug . .,d." 
A 

• 'N.,vin 1 Th., .Anxiou~ B"'no'h, p. 66. 
i N.,vin, 1W. 2"Yo 

~.f!; f'lomp. a))ove, Chs • .liT, IX; 7!,6 (2),.,t al. 
H Sp-rae;u.", L-.ot. on R•p1. r Ap!). , pp·~ 2'3~;--
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Tbl8, on" who oppOI'I~S the Hounner 1a B"lnch does not 11qt • .,:=;ticm ~hat 

rJo wonder, th"''n, thfl~ its fri"''ndi'l do not qu..,stion that :f'aet. 

ly and fllirly atat"'d by th" R!'IV. Orson PRrk-,r: 1 .for a'Jout fift..,..,n y-,ars 

~!'lll'!t in it; and th!\t; al~ho' ~h th.,y would go to th-, 'anxious seat', 

th..,y would not eo to Cln·iAt. It hac """"'"n injudicicm!'!ly us.-d as the 

1 n10urn~r 1 "~' ,) ~,.(~1' f-.:r.d aR th" 1 anxious e"lat 1 , until p.,opl" g.,n~rally b..,-

unl~~ts8 somebody w.,nt and urged th'3lll, and alraoat pull.,d th1lr. forward. tt 

G~FJP" l tr'l.l.th, and und.,rstandine of th"' r"a.l "lit~nific:mo"l of th., Mou.rnJ. 

t"ract th"t miatak.., of trustine in it anri not in t":hril'fto 2. Thl') :pr-,j-

udio' r"lf~rr..,e. to er~w out of th"'' bjudiciotv; URI'! ()f til., l.1onrn.,r 1s B"nch. 

Its abuf!.., i'3 to b·~ char~ed t 

the account of those wl1o nd susl'ld it. 'rhh: is no thin~ aeainst th.., Mc,u-n 

"'!''"~ B"neh. ~. As to th~ matt~r or eoine 01 ~t into til" coner.,cation 

• C'om1'· t'l,,~,,., ~'h.VI,6 (3).(3), -,tal. 
H-,rv~Yt Mal'i. o~~:a...,v., l'· 79. 
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+ 
g~ erac~, and for ~t~rnal ~alvation. 

(q) Th"!! Mo,lrn., r 1s E~noh div~rts att~ntion.--''Tlt~ att~mtlon o1' th., 

th.., 1e.nxiou!-l a.,a.t '"• ''It ifl an injury • • to bav., 

for l)ray.,r ia not look.,d to in such a cas_,, aR an ~ncl, '\. nt ortl1' as en 

lm.m".)l., instrun~ntali ty. 
'1-

God i'! pl-,afl"Jd to :mak111 us~ of it, well! "~.P"!Rk, Lord, thy r:!"lr,,ant h"'ar-

-;.. 

"!'th!" Iii hfll cr.oos~~tf!l to work upon th., b~tu-ts of th"' p-,opl.,, directly, 

,. 
w..,ll! Just so hin ill is done,--hio work ae.:-~;.•:• . .Plish~<l. Wh"'r., th-, truth 

i1J Rad~ Cl"-R.r hy th., miniat"!!r to th., cc;'lt:r"~t.:ation, ther"J is no dant;"'r of 

was riehtly prcclaim.,d. 

oo~e"T.Htal. --•I hav• """" •none+• convina. m• 

to plac., a FJ.,lf-r.i.gllt.,ous d..,p.,nd..,nc"J en this 

"'his 1!'oulo not b~ tl:fll ca-o,.. wh"Jrfl! the 1"-rO:"l~d I 
In th., UFJ., of th., t.rourner 1s B"Jnch, it ifl the du.-

ty of t,h., pr111ach"'lr to t~ac}1 tl:t"J ll"•.Pl"!! that 11 th., Mourner 1 ~ Benoh cannot 

save you. Christ alon., can sa.v"l you. Th<~~ :faot +.hat you com" forwar.d 
• Hervt"Y' !,1an. of R.,v. p. 85; l{.,vin,"'h~ Anx.B..,nch, p.77. 
§ Comp. abov..,, Ch. XII ,B,3,(o); XIII,B,3,(d) • 

. u : .. Spragu~, l • .,ct. on R~v. , A.p~). p.~ Co~p.e4bov~ Ch.XIII,B,2,( i ). 
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alr.,a.dy int~r.,atl'}d in you, that you r.,ali?:•' your!'J~lr to '1., a lOlinn.,r in 

th., eight of God, and that you want to r,., Rav.,d, and that you ar., will-

ine to eurr"'!!nder yo,~rs,.,1f' u.p now to th"' I,ord. t:~nd to hiFJ "'"'r,rio.,, and 

that you r.ar.t th..,n., by pray~r, to h"lp you sG to do, and to find Christ 

" your h"'art, God, for Christ 'a I'H:tk"'!!, may h., ~ow pleas!'Jd to ":ll"'P~. 'J'h.,r~ 

ia no rn.,r.it in th., Mou:rn.,r 1s B"'neh. ThfiJr"' i~ not R pal'tiClill of ll\8rit 

in your coml.ne forward, h.,r.,; but God may b"l .:.,ol~!H!~d, for hiR own Son's 

sak.,, to a.cc.,pt you. in tJ•., act cf so doing. Now, if you wish to cc••-n!'J, 

committinc; your nonl into ~h., hnn!'lq of God, for thiR ~T.'~ciou~ faver Md 

bl.,!=!l'lirte, com!'l o::., whil., "" qui.,tly WR.it a moml'lnt" (or "whill'l W"'J sine 

this sonc:'' ). 

(PI) Vhi'1l"' .,rr.,ct~ not worth all Qlaim"td.-- 11 '1'<> draw Pu'l areum~nt for 

"l~sarily so. t ,. 

ci "!.o!h~.ly bad, without any comp"'naation of a so lin kind,~~ ·H• Thls 

~"'J·., no good in what h., hat"'JI'!. 

--~-..,.---,.,---,---,.--,----.---_,..,,.--.--- - . - . - ----------* !~.,v in, •rn., fm:T.ious B..,nch, I'. 35. 
§ Con.:.'· a"lov..,, r,n. X,2,(r.t). 

•• N"win. p. 9 . :1')~~~. 
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manont good in it, if' ua"':d an~orclin,~ to th., r.,:'ll n-..,d!'l of souln, --con-

(u) Is this God.'s 1ray?_-- 11 IP it th" 1d"'doJ· ... f G<Hi and th~ power 

of God aa ito fri.,ndc; would fain ha.v., u~ '1-).~li•w.,, for co:nvineine.; ca.r""-

l"''s~ !'linn..,rs o.nd brine;:i.ne th"'n to th.., foot of th., cress? ••• If the 

"laf~ly .Pronn,~c., it to b., u.nwort:r.y of oonfid.,nc" at .,v1ry oth..,r point • 11 ~ 

.,vid~nt to a er~a.t many good Iil.,n and ~uoc.,ss.ful r.,vivaliats. A r~r.,e.t 

f'..,.,ling that it has ·th"' sa."\ction of th.., Holy S.pirH. 

thlll op~;osition of at l.,a~t one f'..lt\1 ~"• half .,nturi"'a, and Till .,vid.,ntly 

surv i v~~t to u,., .,nd or t L,; • ., • It ir: I'"rhap:'l r.ot th., Mourn-.r•s B.t~~nch that 

( v) ?e~t..,r 1 ~ t•uinou•! id-.R..--"'I'h!!l Anxiou!'! B.,noh iA adapt.,e. to <r 

act of' I}On:ine; t<l it a. :ra.l d.,i.1tl!.ion in favor of r.,lieion. '' ~ 

n.,r~, 8."" 

What .,rr.,ct would the 

What '!'Tou.ld 

ia invol V"'Jd in it; . • no r.,lit;iou~ cor.uJ<UJH ty OP..n erow ~md !>!'Of}p•r in a 

• N"v1n, Th., Anxiou~; B.,ncll, p. 65. 
~ u.,vin, }1. 72Q 

.,. r: I!Hp. a'l)ov" Ch. xrrr.B,3,(1") "t Rl. 
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solid wa~, 1 wher·~ it i!'l allcrnr"'d to hav~ OOTJ <~onr.: id.•n•a.bl-, authori t~r .tt Bu.t 

above a.ss!'trtion. Her.,, as in oth..,r a"ln..,rtions, our author r,o q_uali.f.i~s 

hi~ ~t&t.,wmt, that w}J.,n you arriv., P..t hi~ r:.~e.!1ine, ther., io but little 

to conaid.,r in th.., ..,rrort to r~ply. • 

ai~ i~ acknowl..,dged, but not in its true 4Xt.,nt. ~he irl~a of a n.,w 
f 

spi l."i tual creation iR a.rlmi tte~ hut not 
11 
it~ J'ro.,~r -..aaft radical and compre-

This may be tru.., i.n th., cas~ of in'li!1C'!>re and un-

Bu.t in th., hand"l of int6llei.,nt and oone.,crated :pa. ... -

tors and worthy r.,vi,rA.l iat~, it iVO'l.ld net b•. Sue}• as th., latt_.,r, con-

tJ .. ~rc."l. si:< b. ~u ita forms, and dw..,ll U})On its ""'xc•-,dine'' sinfuln-,ss; 
.... 

ins1--:t on
11 
"l..,O.,~!! i ty o-r r"s"'n..,ration,--"Y"' must b-, borr1 a:-:ai:1", an~l ,xal t 

th., Lord J.,eus Chrillt, aa th"' only Yny of salvation,- - ''fc.r th..,r~ is 

Ther~ CIL'1 C·~rtrdnly ~.,.l no 11 ~rror 11 or 11 h"tr"tsy" in the ~Journ.,r's s ... nch,t'\ 

.. 
•'!Cl1dtot.,d, or not at all. 'rher., must not c~ clutrt:l"'rl to th'"l i,fonr:t1.ar 1 !1 

1\ 

3.-,nch th·' .-,o•tduct of unsel'u.pulou~ and uneodly .C'l'l. 

N"!Vbl, '!'!1., An.xio•t ..,~~,...h, p. 118. t1Qr.:p. ~-t,.,o,~, ,;h. "'Pf:"I,3,(c ); 
VIII ,a. 

i N"!vin, p. 114. •• N~vin, p, 114. 





Th-, author of 11 Th" Anxious B"Jnch'' 

dO"!!I'l not writ., lliR 'tract with '::h.., ,,i,.,w of inpart:ia1 .. y <"~XI"JTini.ne all 

ly )ti 1 lini; th., m"aqur-, if it is in his .fK,W"!!r. § tl'he Mourn.,r' s B!mch 

of w•m of th." world, hut tlt8.t or tru.., flnd thoughtful lninist..,rs, who can 

God. 

( & ) Ila1'ln an.i loaFJ to ~oule. --''Harm and loAR to th"!! souln of m-,n 

flou· lareA~ly !rom tb., ll'!"' f tl'i"J ).r.xiou~ Bench." •• 

h..,r•. is th.., conviction of tho~.~ e"od and wia~ Jll"Jn who us., it • 
... 

.of! tl:., in.~tanc"!!!'! ~on:.i"le" ll.>J.d~r th.,ir own p"!!rsoaa.l Ob!'!.,r.vatic::, i:: \'th.Lct1 

th"'Y hav"!! 'h"l"ln profoundly e1mvincl'ld that {}od waq in it, tmd that h" had 

"aploy..,d it for tb~ carryine on of his er~at wcrk of aalvation. ii 

* N''"Jvin, ~h., An~ioua B~nch, l)· 11. 
; COlli!)• abov.,, Ch. XIII,l,(l),(d) and not..,,( ); XIII,l,(2). 

•• N"'\':i.n, I'· '1'7; comp. abov..,, Ch. VIII. 
B ~-.,•in, J>p. 24,81,112.--<Jo,,tp. ~ho\·,, Gh. XUI,At2,(p). 
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{ aa) Op~ns th., way ta 31mrioua conv..,rsions .- - 11Tftcua~:.n~."' of scale • 

n-,rs to r·1l'Jt in hop"'s that ar., v:;.in and false. :r "A syst""~ that l.,ads to 

f'or that low, gross, fanatical habit, which has just b-,,..n dMcrib.,d, 

in i tl3 d""P"r and lllOr"' "la.rn.,st forms. '1 • Not.,, h~re, J.. That th"' 

unfortunat<OJ 11 flOUl~'' r"f"l'r"'d. to, ar., aisl.,d by d."'o"Ji.v-,r~, not by tru.-, 

and hon.,F3t lMm of God who lilak.., th111 Mou,;on.,r'~ B"'!'nch M oor:asion Gf .,'.!-

tl1at ar., s~~J~kine to find Christ. 

That th..,s., ar.""~ th., produ~t of th"' Holy S:J.>ir-

it o~ r.-od alon~. Th!!lt wis., A.nd eood :ll-.iniot"!!r!l of J.,s,ls Chri.~t will 

3. That it i~ not 
4 

th., .e:wo;.t.e:w. that l"!!ad~ IJ·"<Opl"'l t<:~ mak·"J :'r..,:r.:atur., nrof'es<dons, but th., pr'!-

f'o,;o which it iF! not r"'~l)Cl:d';l~. 4. That minist-,rs ancl. church.,s URine 

* ~l•win, 1'.il., Arn.n..,n~h, pp.?.-4,SH,ll2; OOII11'·"'-11ov . .,,ch.XIIl,A,2,(p). 
; Comp. abov"J, rh. '!I I.I. 
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('bh) Papula:ri ty :9roveFJ nothing.-- 11 Popula.rity ru1d appar~nt auc(~"JM 

prav"l nothine~" 117h-. :!_)opula:ri ty of th~ An.xiou"J B"noh prov.,t'l r:."thir:.: in 

tl1.,ir nfUll.,f'l ar., found in th-, pr.,cedine pae.,f'l, P..nd eonl'1id,-,r~ th., natur"' 

of tk~ ~'rid•mc~ }1r.,a-,ntftd in ]>r"'c~tline; ~xtrlict!'l from authors and work-

of th~ ri~ht kind, Md. frma th-, rieht sourc..,, do~s indicate a crl'lat d.,al 

in favor cf a .ythin~. Aocordinc:ly, it :r.:~ang a er·~at d.,al for tb." Ucu.rn-

( ac) Suco.,"l !'l r>rove~ nothing. --"~Jothine can b"'l are;u.-,d b favor of 

ken"ld and conv.,rt.,d in connection with i. tf'! n~". • • But aft;n• aE, th., 

R.,al "SUccess, as th~ 

rl'lad~r knows, amounts to a er~at d..,al. It in on'!! of th., most inportant 

fact·~ in ftl_V<>r of a ·1ythine. 'l'h., posi tinn of our author, as shoT:n in the 

l18.rtial jude~a. C.,rtainly th~ 11 r.,pt-"lS.,ntation 11 cf hon~st ll"n 11 in •mti-

(dd) Salvation li."'s i.n th., si.r.n.,r.--''~h~ e;rou.nd of th"J ~inn"'lr 1 s 

* N.,vin, 'l'h., Anxiou~ B~r..cl•, p.:i2. 
, N.,v in ,-pll. .U. 3Ji:lr 

~~ 3Fl., a..,., ... ' ('h. vr;::. 
~' N~vin, p. 115. 
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with "'rn}lha.sia, thl\t th·., thi:!e to :lo is to trtlst th., Lord JMl a Christ for 

salvation. 

~t .. •rr~ i ty is to b., e-,ttl.,d by a sinel., act, an arbitrary act, vnry r~-

+ 

t.,a.oh"!tB, that th"'r" itJ salvation in t£.e 1rourn'!lr I 8 B.._n~h. 

thA.t God :ztay 'tl~ pl~as..,d to "ll<~~s~ m.,n vho will indioat'"l, by th"tir cominc 

tain. ·rhat thif'l :may l)., AJff.,cti.v"\ly don.., i.n th"' aot of ocmine to th~ 

not to ooru., S"1'9Jlls to put th~ individual into an ur.favora-..,1., a+.titud~ 

l1a~ t;o '-, ~ willing to do anyti:ine th., Lord mny Rtlg:~.,q~, if h., r.ould find 

~hriet. i 

( ff) Thine not p:ood b'"tcaus., God ue8s it.--- 11 lt clo.,s not follow 'by 

any rlt.,rt.l"'.e that R thine in ri~ht tmd eoc:d., h.,ca.us., it T'lA.Y b'!. ma0.., sub-

~.,rv i•mt OC•lll'1io 1A.lly, in th'l hands of Go0) ';o a eood .,nd. II •• '1'~.., 

<>i.nc-. h.-., who is th., Tnfini t,"J r:r.,H.tor and Lcrd~ htvl it in F.in pow-,r to 

• S.r>rn£11.,, L.,ot. em R.,v., Ay;~ . , p. 3JO. 
§ s.,., ahov.,, r}· . VIII,5,; VIF,6; vrrr.,7. 

*"' N.,vin., 'r.hl\ Anxioua B.,noh, r>. ~7. 

f . 
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.'Ill y..,ar, in t/l"'ir u;;.., of th"l Monm.-,r 1 ~ B.,nc'h, and i~ erwinr; S(")Or,.s a:1.d thou-

th tit ia 11 in th., handFl oi'" th., T~ord, a eood thine. ,.. 

+-
thO:r'01'i:'"h :mel nt~;_1.i~~t ,i..,ty. 11 "'l?hP. v<~~ry &i~sicn or th~~~ inquiry novt 

tb~ s.,rvic., of r"llieion.~ 

it, and f"'-.1 that Go1 ia w th t.Jvm in it. A er..,at many lJ"Opl~ dat~ 

a th.,oloeical eround. Th., Old :iciwol, ~xtr.,l4~ Ct>.h•ini~t~, · w..,r.., not 

eomp. ~1)0V._,, Ch. VIII. 
1~.,Vlll, Th"'J An'{i.o·tq ?"~rteh: 

Cor .. !.,. ~1.)0V..,, Ch. VIII. 

~--------------------------------==~~--------------~--------



'w.f:J, 
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+ 
wrougl1t in:r:~diat,..lJ' by th-, Holy C:)iPit..l'( on th., h.,art of th.., .,l.,ct. 

• 

for th.-,lr inaction, and ~trov., by ..,V·'H'Y n;..,ar:.~ i.n hi~ pow..,r tc 1-)rine tl1,m 

But th"! vi.,wr. of th"! .,xtr!'tme 

Calvinistr:.; and of Finn~y do not <'1.,0.,:'!~~1·ily conflict at th~ Mourn-,r'R 

B..,noh. It ia trw~ ~~bat th.., Holy gpirit orieinatM in th"'' ninn•.r's h~art 

all r~al in't· l'"!"'t in t.J1-, d.ir..,ction of Aalvatiol1. Also, that h~ r~ally 
.j. 

QJ.'ingn the "'inn.,r i.i:A.te r.,p..,nta::·HJ., ancl .faitn • 

.lll." a.ns, and th-, l.:onrn.,r 1 s B.,nnh ifl 'on., of th.., n:• ans h., "!mploys in thifl 

work. y,,.:.,n ar., to rlo all th.,y ca"l in th~ U:>i!: o~ th.., a;>po int "'d or adopt~cl 

m-,an~, an.d non., ha.v"'l a ju'lt -.xou"'~ for r.,j .,atine, or not R01?.13ptinc:;, 

~hrist. 

throueh th,., l'l.ll-~1.Lffiai~nt aton_,u.,nt of' Christ. Th"'' prcp.,r use of th., 

~r"''i~. cr:>.ce, (JJ1 "Ch" on.., hand, or human fr.,., ae..,ncy on th., other. God 



/ 
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(ii) Thl\ Mourner'~ Bench oppoe"3d.--a."Hr. l<'lnnay's us~ nf thit~ 

that er~at opposiHon was d~v.,lop~c1. to 'll'hat w~ra cmllsd Mr. l<'inn~y's 

'new m~asuras 1 '1 • • 

di<lordarl! ·of the 'old-:f'~~hi.oned :r.oHrn·.~r's be¢nh' will offend him. But 

hi a lordly lip wil::. curl "'Hh "lf'1Ual aQorn at Hr. lfoody 1 s me.,tines, whar~ 

c. 11 If !taw Mea.~ures can 'he qhown to prcc·~·~a. from tha Holy Ghost, or to 

meJ1d cur ravi'Jreno.., s.r,d r~~>p•9ot. If they can be shown aven to be of 

adiaphoy•o tla oha.ract"r with rceR.rd to r~l i.e;ion, •• thfly :mRy tb~n put ir. 

Bnt: n'3i ther tho on.., nor the ether of i:"heF;~ ~o~i ":·on~ nr.n "--> i <J,.ucess:ful-

ly maintai.n~,l. tt •• 

liP· if 
called) 'hecBJl'."l ~O!rT.0'1 11.'~CJ1~.t th'l sruue tirne 11 (.!83'f ). 11 It or>..nnot be said thi 

A. '1I do not deny that th"ly 1r.ay ha·.-., 

ancl on particular oocasiCJnn. But as a ean~ral n:~&sur~ th"ly !'1"'>-n'. to n~ 

• V!'ll!d~r, Hiat. Ba.pt. Mid. :Ha.tef:!, pp. V1'iff. 
§ Vine •nt, Th~ R~vi.val; p. 33. 

•*' NEwin, Th~ Anxion., B'l.uh, p. 21. 
B Fiah, Handbook of Rev.' ll· a:n. 





ue 

A. Tllti r'3adqr must r""ject all opposihon that gl'I)V:s 7 1. Out of 

!Jr~judic~. § 3. OtL-+; of · E;nOl'd.noe. --Thi~ 

a}Jpl i~s to that O}i.:.JOSition which ercwa o .. t of "::h<1 lac:k of aC'1,Ueintenc~ 

with th~ m~a!'luras,--a t'act 1 it.1 :r;<.~,!'D .. hla in communiti"ls wh9r9 thay are 

po.;itlon. 

wanting. §§ 4. Out of an indhcrir.linnta fat:lt-find:.nc ~i~ l 

Such a diapoai tion will oondtirr:n tha eood with th•"' i)ad. ,.,,.,., 

B. I..11t hi.n not~ th•' :f'ollowi:1g: 1. 11 I!' N~w l~qw3ur~s can hA :1hown . , 

to prooa·~d from th~ Holy GlJOat': th.;y a1•a to atar:d.--'1'hri hit';ha:::t ,..J.c!An<H 

o(.. 

th11t ~hay do, and that th~y th-,::·~for·':l h<J.va hi a an.clors"lm9nt, in, so far 

2. 11 Tha mo1•a comHn'vativa pastors. strone;ly diaooun-

Conl!'~r,,a.tiFJn would hold on to what w~ hav"'J, e.nd edmi t 

'1>01 sadly wrone. Such it-J alway~ th~ casa, whan wa, in our oon~arvatisn1, 

r·~f11.'3<) to admit that which ill nqcessary 1 or i:>'3t~;~"::' than what w"' ha.v..,. 

vival. In su~h -a~·s!'l, th~y have found it truly hqlpful, and a."'l. occa-

• Sprar,u.q, L"'ci. on R9V.' App.' p.34:9. 
~ 3"lfl above, Ch. XI ·1 ,1. 

..... J,:),, :!..~O·If,~ t ~h. xr::::,·.~{Z). 
§ S"'"' VEid5.~Y'. A.bOV"l, Ch. xn ... ~B.=~~< it ),a; XIII,B,l,(j ). 

*'*"* Sfl.;, n'bov~, Ch. .XIII,B,3,(i::. ),'b. 
H~ ~r ... ,~ n.l-)OV'<)~ Ch. vr:;::. 
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sion of er~at eood. It i."l wio~ to ·t)~ conservative in til~ ::.;.eht dirM-

~. J:f' tha Mourner's BI'Jnch has 

b<)l')n mtt:td "with advnntaes, in certe.in :f.lla.cl')q, nnd on parti(mlar oocador.n 11 , 

.. 
th"' n·att~n· ot' i.t"l WJ"l rMolvFJ'J itsAlf into ccnd.Hions: (1) That it b~~? 

. " 
u~~d only, '!:mt !lU:rl'lly ,on suer. cc~adonn as r'3allv call for it. 'l'ilis ia 

all that its tho~~e:htful and ccn.,.id~rR.t~ an_vocat~~ could a!'!k for it, as t 

oc~asi~~. Th~ hon~~~ ~a~tor, or l~adar in charge, nust decid'3 tr.l') quAs-

tion for tin~~lf. (2) That H b~ prop~rly us~d. on such oc·.,·e.<>icns. 
I 

, t-
In :t. ulfl~ thus used, it will 'be nsad to the beat rAal ad,nntae~. 

J\ 

( j ;j ) No Sc't"iptur"' fo!' it.-- 11 'l'hArl') i. s no Sori1>tur~ a:.~ t hori ty f~r 

~~~ n~'3d to MC~rtain h"lr'-3, what is l''l'h" !"·~al a.tti tud.~ -of the Bacred 

Gc ... --not what may h<OJ its vil'libl"l oriein, or davt:slopm.,nt, llltlun th"l 

to arrival nt thi~ fact, th~ followi.nt:: t"'xts: 1. Rm:. a:?.e,~7:"''J'h~ 

know not how to pr13.y a~ W'!l c·~•c;lJt' {H.'l~). · ll'!l t'!laehAa UFl ¥That to pray 

Ui'J to }>!''3vail'' .- ~H., in'3pirea all r'3al pray'!lr for sinn'!lr~. ••• 

2. r 'hu. 2:1-4: ··~~hn:!"tation tr.a.t "!ll_nplic~tions, pray'!lre, int~rc~Ft-

• See ai1ov·3, Ch. * SH ahnv~. "!'h. xr.::fn,~,(ii),(,.,), and comp. Ch. 
• ,. Herv·'tY, Man. of Rev., 1>. 85. 
~~ Chr. Ind., Ot1t. l9,1899,art.,''1J.ol~rn~'l" 1 ~ .B"mch". 

"" Chr. J.nd ~ Oct. 19,1899,art. 11 M01-i.rn~r 1 s BAnch1'. 

j ). 
VIII • 

to 
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pray 1 for all r::~n' • 'T'hi n :i.nel '~des ~inn.,rr;." -t· 

3. H1.uu. ~1:7: Sinn"lr"l (J.od.*<-1 "r:rint; r>~O[)l~) asking God's servant to 

sinned, for W!'l l::;..v~ spbk~n aeainAt thti Lord, and aeain~t th"v"; pray unto 
.. 

th~ Lord, thll.t h~ tak~ w.way the Pl"lrp~nh ta:r w~. And MM"l~ prayO?c. fer 

a;:;;~in~t theo.t ru1d aeain~t thy two .fri'JndR: for y:J have not spoken of' me 

th~ thing that is right, as my !l.,rva"lt Jod hP..th. Therefore ta!.e anto 

yon now seven bullocks and !'!~V"'n ra1ns, and eo to my aerva."'l.t Jod-, and of-

f~r up for your<:~,lvas a burnt-offering; and. ay s•'lrvUl!lt Job Rhall pray 

for you: for him will I accept: teat I d.~a! with you aft~r your :fol!.y. 11 

t hi. !'l <.; :ung. 

!5. G"ln. 20:7,17: The Lord instructA Abi:mel·~eh, "'.l1d ::;.ry~1lrtJS hin of tht 

h"l sha 11 pray for the~, and thou ~h~H l i ""'. . . So A'hrahA.Jil pray ad unto 

God: and God 'h~ale~ .. N:ir.c."Jl·3Ch 11 ,.,tc. Hl".lre, as in Job, above, the Lord 

justi:fies th•3 Slll''.:?lio~tion of rnan for man. 

6. I Ki. 13:6: 'l'h" St3l'Va."1t of' th~ Lord 1>ray~ for the wick"ld <TArebotun. 



IV,;ci,:J 

• 
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of the Lord thy God, and pray for ni.,, that HY hand n.ay b<> r<;stort'!d :m4 

aeai.n. And th') man of r.od ~c;OiJGht th-3 Lord, and the kine's hand was 

The mAn f~lt hie 

n~<? ... t ,,f ,pray"'r, and app~aled to the F.1RJ1 vrhon he r~cognized a.s or-, terml'! 

of approach to God. Hin h~ a~ked for prayer. 

Ac. A:21: ~nA 3inn~r instructed to pray. 

fer 

alJOVf}. 

H1s requ..,st, in return, 
-4 

Se~ corum3nts, Ch. I1! ,x~ a, 
" 

8. :Mr. 11:24; Ja~. 5:16: Tha prayer of faith is aJ.i~W~r-10..-..;"AlJ. thinen 

ye shall have tham 11 .--:Uarka VIa ar"} to ])ra:r for on.::t anothe!'.--"Th~ f!1l.p-

plication of' a rieht~on!'l man a.vaileth much in i tFJ working". --Jam")s. 

nate"J in r-Yi.rv1~rF< l'tn i.ntHrest in eternal thines • . '1'h~ Holy Spirit in-

d;:,c1i1•·, for the help o1" pray'3r. Tile Chrintian finds joy in locating thos "\ 

who r~~1 thei.r n~~d cf Chrint and d'3eire to be f;P..V..,ii. H'l do?eires to help 

th"l";"--at ler.st m pray..,r. 'I.' he int~r.,~t""'d sinn<n• finds ~nooura.<;':~mo.nt and 
" 

h"llp in knowing thA-t h~ if; r~li1.<:m:hr:~l'l'ln by prayine p_,opla at a throne of 

eraoe. It is prop~r ~or c~~ort<uliti~s to ~~ eivan that the~~ fact~ may 

"" me.dA knorn. Hl9nc'3, the prvpoAi tion f1•cm the .,arneat Pastor to the 

and I will prn:r for yon unto th~ Lord. n Also, "~"~· 

tr'3aty of Iora~l t ''C"!!a.s<:~ not to cry 1m to th., Lord •)'ll" God for w:q thA.t 



• 

120 

h., wi:.l sav~ ua out of the .hand,7' cf t,h'3 PhiliRtin,.,1ll!. Also VR. 9, "Sell!

u~l cri~d ll.Tlto th~ Lord fo:r Iarael; and th~ Lo:Y:"d r13ard him" .--Samu.al 

volunt'3~rad to l'ra~r f'or th~ f'"'Ol)l"!. 

It i" thoro1~hly in Rc~ord with thP. ~pirit of Scripture for GoG 1s 

po9opl'3 to p-ray for interested sinn':!rr-;. rt i-1 not oontra~r to Soriptur~ 

pr~o.,d.•mt for Gor:l'"" !'!ervant"' to indicat"3 a willineneM to pray for those 

It M.!'tR.inl3' oa.11not b., e.eainst the apirH of Script 

t:trf1 tc •m(h•tlrat:a those who real he their ne.gd, to llonA~tly indicat~ 1 t 

at a prop~r tin'l r..nd plae'9. What pl.ao., mor~ a.ppropriat.; t(:. indicate 

on., 1 s deRira for pray"lr than in tha presence of 11rayine pAopla, in the 

hO,l'!'"' of prayer? 

THE E~ID . 
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