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\\\@\ RCULAR LETTER

_ ~ FROM THE
BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS,
Affembled at KETTERING, May 27, 28, and 29, 1788.

Maintaining inviolably the important Do&rines of three equal Perfons
in the Godhead; eternal and perfonal Eleétion ; original Sin; particular
Redemption; free]uﬁlﬁcauon by the imputed Righteoufneis of Chrifts
efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the firal Perfeverance of the Saintss

\ the Refurreétion of the Dead; the future Judgment; and the Life
everlafting; with the congregational Order of the Charches of (.,hnﬂ

To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters
from, meetmg at Codnor, in Derby/bire; Sutton-Afhfield and
Nottingham, in Nottingham/bire; Sheepfhead, Leicefter, Satton-
in-the-Elms, and Arniby, in Leicefler/bire ; Oakham, in Rutlanay :
Clipftone, Guilfborough, Gretton, Kettering, Walgrave, Moul- a‘
ton, Northampton, and Rouad, in Northumptonfbire; Olney, in
Buckingbamfbire; Carlton and Thorn, in Bedfordfbire ; St. Alban’s,
in Hertfordlbire; Spalding, in Lincolnfbire; and Sobam, in
Cambridgefbire. /

Grace be unto you, and Peace from God our Father; and from the Lord ‘
]efus Chrift. 4

Dear' brethrény. «, - + 1. i ; 5

: L

1. HROUGH the goodncfs of the Lord we met together at the time
d, - and place appomted and would blefs his name for the direion
and affiftance that was afforded us. We enjoyed, on the whole, a pleafing
fatisfaction in reading your letters. It is true there are two or three
| churches in the affociation whofe circumftances are rather dﬂcouragmg,
LW and for thefe we hope it will be your and our concern to pray, that the
good Shepherd of Ifracl would heal them, and increafe them with men
like a flock. But blefled be God, the churches in general appear to be
in a thriving condition. No lefs than eight in this affociate conne&ion,
which were lately deftitute, have within thele twelvemonths, been pro-
vided with paftors. We have feen and heard of thefe fettlements with
pleafure, and now we have the additional fatisfaétion to find that thcy
have all been followed by an increafe in the refpeive churches, and
fome of them very confiderable. :
% - We are glad to find by your letters, that the great dogtrines of the
oofpel, which we agree in prefixing to our annual epiftles, are what you
" continue to believe and live upon. We are firmly perfuaded of feveral of
“ them, that they are effential to the feing of real chrittianity ; and of alf L
thet the belief of them is neceflary to our avell-being in the chriftian
courfe. We hope, for our parts, it is our defire to know nothing among
you but Curist, and bim crucified. The do&rines which relate to the
dignity of his perfon, as God ower all, Hj'dfar ever, with the. ‘neceffity,
reality, and efcacy of his atumement, feem 1o us efpecially to. con&nu}:e
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the vety effence of chfifianity. Take thefe away, and alf that hangs
upon them, and there is nothing left for which it is worth contending.

Our prefent annual epiftle will be taken up in reminding you of a few
of thefe capital truths, and confirming your faith in t.hem. Prisnicus,
dear brethren, to recommend to your ferious attention the following
oblervations.

Rirkt. Man wwas originally created holy and happy.—It is written, God
made man upright—after his own image—in the image of God created be
him. His underftanding was light, his will reftitude, his paflions burned
with one pure and unremitting flame of devotednefs to God. = Such a
foul muft needs be happy; a foul fo near to God, fo like him, muft
enjoy blifs uninterrupted and unfpeakable. We wifh you, brethren,
never to entertain depreciating thoughts of man in his primitive ftate ;
for this cannot be done but at the expenee of his creator’s charafter,—
The perfeftion of man’s primitive ftate, however, did not include
immatability. Immutability is eflential only to God.  Jehovah claims it
as peculiar to himfelf, [ am Febewab, I change not. He only is the
Father of lights, avith avhom is no variablonefs, neither fbadow of turning.
Though God made man to refemble himfelf, yet not in his natural
perfeétions, as an omnipotent, omnifcient, independant and immutable
being; but as a rational, voluntary, confcious agent, poffefling the moral
qualities of righteoufnefs and true holinefs, Thus far man was made in
the image of God; but in other refpeéts there is nothing in the whole
creation which is any fit refemblance of Him, nothing to which He may
be compared. Ifa. xl. 18--25. xlvi. 5--9. Pf. Ixxxix. 6. Exod. viii. 10,
Deat, xxxiii. 26. Jer. x. 6, 7. What God alone is, creatures are not—
creatures of the higheft order are mutable; it was not therefore furprizing
that they fhould become what they originally were not, as the cafe now is
with both angels and men.

Secondly, ‘Men are noaw born to mifery and dearh. Univerfal experience
confirms what the fcriptures aflert, that max is born to trouble as the
Sparks fly apavard—that he is of few days and full of tronble. (Job v. 7.
xiv, 1.)—that the fentence of death is paffed upon all men, and is daily
executing upon people of all nations, ages, and conditions.

‘Uhirdly.  Mifery and death are the fruits of fin. To fuppofe natural
evil inflited without the confideration of moral evil committed, is to
deny either the reality or equity of the divine government. Yet it is
evident from fcripture and obfervation, that difeafes and death extend to
thofe who (not being voluntary agents) are not the fubje@s of perfonal
guilt. It cannot be faid that infants have fizned after the fimilitude of
Adam’s tranfyreffion 5 newerthelels dearh reigned from Adam—over {fuch.
Rom. v, 14. Every thing tending to prove the per/onal blamelefinefs of
infants, muft tend to eftablith the idea of relative guilt: for either in a
perional or relative fenfe, the charge of fin muft be extended as far as
death, its confequent, is inflited. Hence the apollle fays, By one man
Jin entered into the wworld, and DEATH BY SIN, AND SO DEATH PASSED
UPON ALL MEN, FOR THAT ALL HAVE SINNED., Rom.v, 12.*

It

* Some feem to fuppofe that the threatning denounced againft Adam in cafe of his
difobedience, was the immediate /ofs of exiffence; and the reafon of his not being dire@ly
annihilated, was the interpofition ‘of grace and mercy in Chrift Jefus.—1f the defign of
this firange hypothefis is to get rid of the fin of Adam as a public head, and its impu-
fation
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It is a mournful fa&;, that all men, without exception, are impure,

being conceived in fin, and fpaper in iniquity. PL L. 5. For avby can
bring.a clean thing eut of an unclean? not one. How can man be juftified

avith Gody or how can be be clean that is bory of a woman ? Job xiv. 4,.

XXV. 4. From the lait quoted paffage it fhould feem that our native
impurity is a bar to our being jullified by the lawgiver of the world; but
if guilt did not accompany pollution, that pollution could be no bar to
Jjuftification ; for furely the guiltlefs ought to be acquitted.  Far be iz
Jrom God that be fbould do avickednefs; and from the Almighty that be fhould
commit iniguity.——Yea furely God awill not do . avickedly, acither avill the
Almighty perwert judgment. ]ob xxxiv. 10, 12. %
The whole world are become guilty before God; and are in his hand
as clay in the hand of a poiter.  And bath not the potter power cver- the
clay of the Jame lunp, to make one weffil unto honour, and another unto
difbonour 2 Rom. ix. 21. He was under no obligation to fhew mercy to
any s therefore he faith, " awill hawve merey upon whom I awill bawe nercy;
and I will have compaffion upon whom I will have compaffion. Heis a
debtor to none; his grace is fovereign and free. Surely it is unbecoming
and arrogant for creatures to arraign the Almighty at their bar, and
difpute the propriety of his proceedings.  We with you, brethren, to
compare the prefent general obje@ions made to the do€trines of human
depravity and divine fovereignty, with thofe which were made by the
adverfaries of truth in the apoftolic age. You will by fuch a comparative
view be confirmed in the dorines of grace, by cbferving that your
opponents draw the fame inferences from your fentiments, which were
then inferred from thofe of the apoftle Paul. They then, as now, urged
and argned, that if things were fo as he afferted, men are not the fubjeits
of blame. It is, fay they, as God would have it—aviy doth be yet find
Jaults for avho hath refiffed bis awill? Which queftions the objector feems
to have gloried in as unanfwerable. May you, brethren, enter into the
{pirit and pertinency of the apofile’s reply, Nay, bat O man, awho art

thou that replicff againft God ? ¢, See Rom. ix. 19, to the end.
Fourthly. The introducion of moral evil avas uot unforgfeen of God;
weither did it take place without bis permifion.—God was neither dif-
; A2 appointed

tation to his defcendants, it muft be allowed very well to anfwer its end: for it muft
follow, according to :this, that none of the human race were in-the leaft affected by
Adam’s tranfgreffion. And thus, according to the original conftitution of things, he
muit have been neither a natwral, nor a cowenant head to any one: not a natural head,
becaufe in cafe of difobedienca he was to have had no defcendants—not a covenant head,
becaufe non-exifiences could not pofiibly be affeted by his mifcondu&. According to
this reprefentation, it was therefore impoffible, unlefs the divine Being fhould deviate
from his own covenant, that any man befides Adam himfelf, faould feel in any fenfe,
or in any degree whatever, the bad effeés of his revolt from God. :Thus the doétrine of
originalsin is confequentially annihilated by modern Arminians.

But the above hypothefis will not readily be received by unprejudiced minds, who
reverencs the facred writings, and are not flaves to a fyftem. It"tlllis fentiment be true,
ft muft follow, that it was not Adam’s fall, but Adam’s recovery that ruined the world.
The exiftence of all Adam’s offspring, and confequently the introduction of fin amongft
mankind, was, according to this fentiment, entircly owing to the grace of Godj and
human miferies originate in divine mercy, and arg its native produttions. So oppofite
is fuch a fentiment to divine revelation, that feripture language, and its obvious mean-
ing, muft be inverted, ere it can receive any countenance from thence. The account
%iven by the infpired apoftle, for inftance, muft be altered, and read thus, ¢ It was oz

y one man’s offence that death reigned; nor by the offence of one that judgment came
upon all men to condemnation; zer by one man’s difobedience that many were made
finners.—No, all thefe are the effeéts of general grace, and Arminian mercy. So that
refpecting forrow and fin, fo much at leaft asis derived to us, every child of Adam may
eruly fay, By the grate of God I am what I am,’ A



€ 4 |

appointed nor difconcerted, by the breaking out of rebellion in his empire.
He knew that we fhould revolt and deal treacherouly, and laid down his
plan accordingly.  He did not impell or incline man to fin on the one
hand, nor did he interpofe abfolutely to prevent him from finning on the
other; but left him to his own free choice, according to the nature of the
covenant under which he was placed. God’s permitting man to fin was
not an allowance or permiffion in lawv—fo far from zhas he employed all his
authority in piohibiting fin; but did not fee proper to exert therewith all
his ability to withhold him from committing it.

‘Fifthly.  Sin is of a nature offenfive to Gody being contrary to bis
boline/s, and in oppofition to his righteous aunthority.—If fin were not dif-
pleafing to God, no law would have been neceflary to regulate the condu&t
of rational creatures. But the giving of a law armed with the threatning
of death to the difobedient, as its awful fantion, proves that moral evil
is what his foul abhors.

Sixthly. If God be difplafed awith fin be muff difcover that a’ifp/eaﬂr_e.
For if he be offended and no way difcover that he is fo, the glory of his
holinefs would never appear to the intelle@ual univerfe; while his non-
accomplifhed threatnings would impeach “his veracity, and eternally ftain
his charater and reputation. Were that the cafe there would be no need
of the queltion, Wherefore doth the avicked contemn Ged? for fuch a
governor and government would be unavoidably and univerfally defpifed.

Seventhly. If Cod fhew his difpleafure againft fin, it mufl be in a way
2hat affelds the felicity of the criminal. If his difpleafure did not impair
the happinefs of creatures, it would be to them a matter of indifference
what they were, or how they acted, whether they obeyed or difobeyed,
loved or abhorred their creator. But the language of reafon and revela-
tion is, Wo to the awicked, it fball be ill with bim. And it is equally
evident that the awful effe@ts of God’s anger muft bear fome proporizon to
the nature and degree of the difplealure difcovered. If he were buta
little averfe to fin, the confequences might not be very dreadful 5 but his
averfion to it is unlimited, therefore the dreadful effeéts of fin muft in
{ome refpeéts be unlimited too, furpafling all creature-conception. The

@alions of creatures are indeed all limited, their fins therefore are not
~egual, either in number or henioufnefs; hence greater degrees of punifh-
ment will be inflifted on fome than on others. Matt. x. 15. But the
malignity of fin as fin, being eftimated from the infinite goodnefs and
glory of God againft whom it is committed, the punifhment, however
different in degree, will be equal in duration; all, as it were flamped
with eternity. How tremendous the thought !

Eighthly. 1F God is difpofed to pardon fin, it muft be done in fuch a way
as to dijeover his utter difapprobation of it. 1f he ncceflarily hate fin, he
cannot fovereignly abrogate his moral prohibitionsin favour of del'nquents,
nor recede from 1nfliting the threatened penalty. Mercy muft uot be
exercifed at the expence of purity and veracity. Better that the whole
race of revolted men fhould perifh along with fallen angels, with whom
they fided againft God, than that the glory of his government fhould be
tarnifhed with dithonour. . ;

___Ninthly. Punifpment and pardon cannot take place in the fame fubjel?.wms
. If the finner is punifhied, he is not pardoned ; or if pardoned, he cannot
be legally punithed. And yet if God cannot conceal his holy difpleafure,

punifhment muft be infliCted fomewhere, If upon the finner, mercy muﬂ;

of
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of courfe be extluded. What then muft be done? Finite wifdom never
could have devifed how the happinefs of finners could confift with the
equity, or comport with the holinefs of God. But what was impofiible
for creatures to difcover, God has gracioufly brought to light through the
gofpel of his dear Son. He has dewifed means that his banifped fhould not
&e expelled from bhim. In the plan of falvation, through the mediation of
Chritt, made known for the obedience of faith, infinite purity and
fovereign mercy, inflexible juftice and abounding grace, confummate
wifdom and almighty power, glorioufly unite; and ihine forth with

unfpeakable fplendor. : :
Tenthly. He that has undertaken the work of our redemption is Gop
OVER ALL, bleffed for evermore.—The proper deity of our redeemer,
brethren, is the glory of our religion: without it chriftianity is next to
annihilated. That many obje&tions fhould be made to this dodrine is not
to be wondered at: fo long as Chrift has enemies in the world, fo leng
we may expe the great do€trines of his gofpel will mect with oppofition 3
and the more important they are, the greater the oppofition may be
expected to be. The main objetion to this dofirine is its being
anyflerious ; but this ought to be confidered as a commendation rather
than an objeftion. It is the glory of the gofpel, that it contains truths
which furpafs the grafp of the moft exalted underftanding fully to compre~
hend. Herein they fitly correfpond with the defires of an immortal foul.
The foul of man is fo conftituted, that nothing fatisfies it like the medi-
tation of a boundlefs obje. It loves to fwim in an unfathomable ocean ;
if it can touch the bottom it feels difguft. Upon this principle too we
fee a glorions fitnefs in the name of Chrift being called avonderful.
Wonderful indeed, for the child born to be the mighty God! Well did the
apoftle exclaim Great is the MYSTERY of godline/s, GOD manifeft in the
rLEsu! But you will not expe@ an ample defence of this great urnth in
the fmall compafs of a letter.* We fhall here only take notice of two
more objeitions which have entangled fome pious minds—It is intimated
in the fcripture, that our Lord during his flate of humiliation, parted
with a glory which he had before that period, and prayed to be invefted
with it again upon his finithing the work which was aliigned him-—that
he being rich, for our fakes became poor, &c. This has been generally
thought to imply his proper deity, the glory of which he poffeffed
prior to his incarnation. But it 1s obje@ed, that deity is wnchangeatle,
and canrot be impoverifbed. and confequently thefe intimations canneg
confift with his being a divine perfon., But we an/aver, It is neceflary
for fuch objeétors to afcertain to wwbat glory and riches thefe paflages
refer. Do they meéan his zative internal excellence ; or that glory and
honour which was due 20 bhim from others, as he was the {ubjeét of this
excellence ? If it could be proved that the former was intended, we
grant it would anfwer the objector’s end; for this would imply a change-
ability in his nature. But of what internal excellence was Chrift ever
divefted? Even the native excellencies of his buman nature were nor,
diminifhed by, his humiliation.—Realon, confcioulnefs and refleétion ;
holinefs, meeknefs and love, each dwelt in him in the higheit perfettion.
‘ ; i 4 © And

* To thofe who wifh to fee the fubfje& fully handled, we would recommend Dr.
Bellamy’s fermon on the diwinity of Chrift, prefixed to his fermons on the permiffion of
{in—i¢-printed by Dicey, 1783 and 1787, and {old by Evans, Londons And Dr. Abbadic s -
mafterly treatife on the fame important fubjeét, abridged by the Rev. Ab, Beoth, entitled,
Tbe Deity of Fefus Chriff effintial to the Chrifiian Religion,
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And if the internal glory, both natural and moral, ‘of his human nature,
was not fullied by his humiliating circumftances, much lefs could they
leffen that of his divine pature, which was in union with his fpotlels -
humanity.—Bat if glory and riches be underftood in the.j“a,,d fenfe,
viz. of the glory that was due to bim, as the fubje& of native excellence
(which undoubtedly it ought) then the objeion vanifhes. In that refpeét
we allow, he underwent an amazing change. The glory of his divinity
lay as it were concealed, and that love, reverence and honour, which was
his due, was'with-held from him. He made bimfelf of no reputation—
became a fubject of derifion—zbe Jong of the drunkard—was accounted
and called a madman, a finner, and even a devil.—But all this change
. implies no changeability in his nature, nc alteration as to bis natural and

" moral excellencies ; and when the veil which concealed his divinity was
rent, his infinite glory appeared, and now as a divine perfon in our
nature, all the rich revenue of praife returns to him as his native due.

The other objeflion is, that deity cannot die; but the perfon of Chrift
was the fubje of death, therefore Chrift was not God. We reply :
death is a feparation between foul and body ; bat it does not imply that
either ceafes to exift. It implies indeed a ceffation of animation in the
body ; and thus the body of Chrift was reduced to a lifelefs corpfe: but
did his fou/ die? The objedion has no force but upon the fuppofition that
it did.  If Chrift might be truly faid to die, notwitbftanding one
conflituent part of his haman natare ftill lived, why may not the fame be
aflirmed of him though his divine nature remained immortal ?

Laftly. “We would remind you, that from the divine dignity of Chrif?
arifes the merit and efficacy of bis jufferings. The efficacy of what he did
and endured bears a proportion to his infinite worth. This idea we
thall atterd to in the fubfequent part of this letter. Deity and humanity
eniting in him, he became a fit perfon to a&t on man’s behalf, as a
fubftijute, furety, and faviour. We fay fiz, becaufe he, and he only,
-could properly merit by obedience and death. The obedience of the molt
exalted creatures is naturally due to their creator. There is therefore
nothing in their moft perfe@ compliance with his will that deferves a
reward. They are utterly incapable of zri¢ in any higher fenfe than
what is called merit of corgraizy; or they can never lay claim to any
reward but in confequence of a previous condefcending agreement,
Hence a pattion or covenant with them is ever pre-fuppofed, when we
{peak of their meriting even by perfett obedience. 'I'his is abfolutely
neceflary, not in order that they fhould be bound to obzy (to zbar they are
-under a natural and neceffary obligation) but in order to their having any
claim or title to the reeward, which is only due by a gracions promife
fovereignly made in their favour. But the Son of God was under no
natural obligation to aét as a fervant, as creatures are. His appearing in
{fuch a form was entirely optional, the effeét of his own choice. He awbo
1hought it no robbery to be equal with God, took upon bimfelf the form of a
Jerwant, bumbled himfelf and became obedient unto death. Being woluntarily
wade, that which he naturally was not. His obedience was the cffe of
his own {pontaneous condefcenfion, in afluming our nature for that end,
On account of his native original dignity, a paltion or agreement was
neceflary, in order to his obeying, but sot to render his obedience meritarious.
Such is the native litilenefs of creatures, and their natural obligation to
cbedience, as the dependant {ubje&ts of Ged’s wniverfal government, that

merit
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metit cannot take place in them, but only in confequence the fovereign |
condefcenfion of the lawgiver, engaging ro reward the obedience to which
he had a previous claim, ~ Bat the obedience of the Son of God being the,
refult of his own voluntary engagements, has an intrinfic merit founded
upon his natural greatnefs and prior dignity as lord of all, and upon the
¢ffential equity of the moral governor of the world. His merit is therefore
of an higher kind than that of Adam or of angels could ever have been.
We conceive it is properly a merit of condignity, which in its own nature
(and not barely upon the ground of a previous promife) de/erves a reward.
Hence he is faid to purchafe his people, and they are faid to be boughs by
bim, and what he did and endured is emphatically called a price, By
the price of his precious blood (God’s own blood, Als xx) redemption
was obtained, and the releafe of the captives fecured for whom he gawe
bimfelf a ranfom. g

It was owing to his dignity, that the law under which he came is mag-
nified and made honourable, in its precepts and penalties, by his obe-
dience unto death. God in human nature has given an awful and {olemn

roof of his impartiality and infinite regard to equity, in doing as a
fubje, what he requires as a fovereign. He has fhewn to the univerfe
that he bas done as he would be done by. :

\ We wifh, dear brethren, that while you contemplate the wonderful
conflitution of your redeemer’s perfon, as God and man, yoa may feel
your hearts glow with holy gratitude for the /uéffitution of ore {o wonder-
fully great and gracious, to a& in your ftead, as made under the law in
your behalf, and ftanding in your place at the tremendous bar of juftice.
Thefe are the pillars (fo to fpeak) which fupport the important dotrine
of imputation,* without the'idea of which we know not how to reconcile
the treatment of Chrift and of his people by the fupreme lawgiver, with
the rules of equity and good government, by which proteion is infured
to the innocent, and punifhiment prepared for the: guilty. Your divine
_Saviour had power over his own life, which no mere creature has. [t
was not violently taken fiom him without his confent, but voluntarily
laid down for his theep. He agreed to be made an offering for fin. To
fall by the hands of punitive jultice, the juft for the unjuft, that he might
bring them to God. And that the whole tranfaltion might appear ftricily
judicial, and every way right and equitable, fin was imputed to him,
and charged or reckoned to his account.  With Lis full confent, Jehovah
laid upon him the iniquity of us all, and he bore it in his own body on
the tree. Hence the world, which God went about ‘to reconcile to him-
felf by his Son, had not their trefpafies imputed to them, but on the

contrary
* Imputation makes no alteration in the perfonal charader of the parties. concerned.

Chrift was not thereby tainted with fin; He was not morally worfe through fin’s being
placed to his account. Hesperfonally was the invariable object of the Father’s delight,
and never ‘'more lovely in his eye, t.han wh;:n groaning in the garden, or bleeding as a
vitim on the crofs, But through imputation, he was in his people’s ftead, treated in a
manner infinitely different from the defert of his perfonal charaéter, ~In like manner the
imputation of Chrift’s righteoufnefs does not contlitute perfongl holinefs: finners to
whom it is imputed, ar¢ in a f?fer fate, but not thereby made better smen.. Though
juftified in Chrift, they are ungodly 4s in themfelves, 'Thus divine grace fhines with
infinite luftre in treating finners inconceivably better than correfponds with their real
perfonal charaéter: while imputation of righteoufnels does not fupercede or: render un-
neceffury the implantation of holinefs in the hearts of men. The effeéts of grace in a
man are the only evidences of righteoufnefs being imputed #o him. But inhcrent grace
is no part of that righteoufnels of which it is an evidence. Through righteoufnefs fpecial
bleflings are procured, and through holinefs they are enjoyed. Even as David defcribeth
the bleffednels of the man to whom the Lord imputethirightecufnefs without worls,
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contrary He made Him 10 be fin who knew no fin, that we might be made)
the righteoufuefs of God in Him. 2 Cor. v.18--21. This procedure was
pointed out under the former figurative difpenfation, which was to [frael

a thadow of good things to come. Salvation from outward calamities,
threatened by God as their civil governor, in cafe of difobedience, could
only be obtained by facrifice; the crimes of the offender being firft cere-

monially transferred to the intended vi€tim, by the impofition of the
hands of the prieft. Lev. viil, 14. Efpecially we are told of the fcape
goat, that the prielt was to lay both bis hands upon his bead, and confefs
over bim all the iniquities of the children of Ifrael, and all their tranfgreffions
in all their fins; thus putting them upon the bead of the goat. And though
this goat was not to be flain, but fent away alive into the wildernefs,
{Lev. xvi. 21.) it is to be confidered as united in the fame type with its
fellow which was facrificed, (xvi. g, 15.) only as without a miracle a
fingle goat could not prefigure both the death and refurrection of the Son
of God, two were therefore provided. Now Chrift is the fum and fub~
ftance of thefe figures and fhadows. Surely thefe folemn tranfadtions
muft afford to an enlightened Jew a lively type of the imputation of fin
to Chrift, in order to his being made a facrifice for it. And thus believing
worfhippers were led to contemplate the purity of God, the evil of fin,
and the neceffity of an atonement to expiate guilt, and obtain internal
tranquillity and peace with the offended Deity. But thefe facrifices could
never take away fin as pertaining to the confcience. However they might
avert or remove temporal judgments, they were not fufficient to fecure
from the avrath to come. But jelus, who gave himfelf a facrifice for fins,
~by one offering hath for ever perfedted them that avere fandtified. Thus fin
having been condemned in his flefh asan infinite evil, he has put it away,
and made an end of it as a bar to his people’s enjoyment of eternal blifs,
Reconciliation for iniquity being completed, the tender, melting language
of mercy and loving-kindnefs is heard from the divine throne, inftead of
the terrific thupder of a fin-avenging God. For thus /aith the Lord, I
avill put my laws in their hearts, and in their minds will I avrite them.
And their fins and iniquities will I vemember no more. Noww «where remiffion
of thefe is, “there 1s no more offering for fin. Heb. x. 14--18.

The completenefs of Chritt’s atonement is the reafon affigned why there
needed no repetition of his fufferings, Elfe the apofile feems to fuppofe,
that fuch was his unbounded love to his people and the government of
God, that had it been needful he would have fuffered repeatedly to have
vindicated that and faved them, Nay, his own engagements would have
required that he fhould have been facrificed frequently, had his fufferings
been defeflive in eflicacy. For then, it is obferved, muft he often hawe
Suffered fince the foundation of the world, but now once in the end of the
avorld bath be appeared to put away fin by the facrifice of bimfelf. Heb.
ix. 25, 26. In the facrifices of the legal difpeniation, zhere awas, faith
the apottle, a remembrance again made of fins every year, becaufe it was
not poffible that tie blood of bulls and goats, fhould 1ake away fins : anrd
therefore ewvery prief which ftood daily minifiering before God, offered
oftentimes the fame [acrifices, ahich could never take away fins: but with
what pleafure does the infpired writer dwell upon the glorious contraft!
Chrift, fays he, was omce offered to bear the fins of many~—oace in the end
of the world, &c.—once for all—he offered one facrifice for fins—by on¢
offering, &c. See Heb. ix. and x. chapters, wherein this important
fubje& is treated of at large. i
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If the’evil of fin, the holinefs of God, and the equity of his law and
government were duly confidered, and deeply imprefled on the hearts of .
men, furely they would not take pleafure in depreciating the perfon jof
Chrif#, but would gladly embrace him as the great high-prieft over the
houfe of God, infinitely fuperior to every predeceflor in that office.  For
weither by the blood of goats and-calves, but by his own blocd be enteved in
‘once unto the boly place, bawving obiaived ETERNAL REDEMPTION Jfor, us.
Heb. ix. 12.  dlmoff all things are by the law purged with blood, and
awithout fpedding of blsed is no remiffion. It was therefore NECESSARY.
that the patterns, or reprefentations of thinps in the heawens [oould be
purified with thefe, (19.) but the beavenly things thep/elves avith BETTER

Jacrifices than thefe. Eleb. ix. 22, 23. According to the apoitle’s reafona

ing, the facrifice of Chrift was as much better than all thofe which were
offered before, even by divine appointment, as eternal redemption is
f{uperior to zemporal deliverance. . As the former is infinitely greater, thiat
by which it was obtained muft be infinitcly better.

* Some who difcard the idea of Chriit’s diwinity, profels to retain the
doétrine of his arorement, fuppoling the efficacy of his {ufferings to have
arifen, not from his perfonal fitn fi and worth, but darely from divine
appointment.  But if {o, the Blood of bulls and gouts migzht bave taken
awsy fins, which the fcriptare declares was nor poffille;. for that a betier
facrifice was needed to purify heavenly things. But one could not be
more fuitable ot Berter than another, if all were alike ff and good. . Act
cording to the divine word it appears, that in point of precioufnefs,
excellence and worth, Chriftis fuperior to.all other beffowments of God:
the gift of his Sow is always reprefented there, as by fur the greateft
inftance of his Jove to men. Agreeable to thie idea of Chrilt’s fuperlative
excellency, is the apoltle’s inferrence, Rom. viii. 32. Bethat fpared not
bis owwn Son, but delivered bine up for us ally bezw frall be not with bim

- alfo fredy give us all thirgs, But if Chrift be no more than a creature,
this conclufion lofes all its force.  For creature worth, and even creature
conception, is far beneath what God confers on thofe that love him;
But, dear brethren, the value and cfficacy of our Lord’s {afferings is pro=
portionate to the excellence of his perfon. By the death of the Son, of
God, the eternal falvation of his people is fecared, and the nature of the
great Jehovah illuftrioufly difplayed, - The fufferings and death of our
divine redeemer fliew that it is indeed a fearful thing to fall into the bands
of the living God, avd that fin and fuffering are infeperably conneéted,
Herzin has God given a greater proof of the holinefs of his nature, his
love to equity, order and good governmens, and his infinite abhorrence’
of fin, than in all the judgments executed on tranfgreflors, in this world
or that to come. What are all the forrows on carth, or fighs in hell,

+ when compared with the agonies and groans of our adorable Immanuel!
His ability to bear the curle due to your fins, and feel the d.ipleafiire of
offended Deity, without fultaining the Jofs of perpetual happinels, farther
illuftrates and proves his fuperiority to all created exiffences. The curfe
of the Almighty, exccuted on the moft exalted creatures who excell in
ftrength, would neceflarily defiroy or annihitate their. felicity.. The awfal
gloom, which is the natural effect of a total {eparation from the origin of
blifs, would for ever exclude every ray of hope, and fll their minds with
dolefu] mifery: becaufe the fiuite capacity of a mere creature, bears no
proportion to #nfinite difpleafure, the whole of which could not be

B ! endured



( )

endured in any given period; therefore the fpirit would fail before him,
- and the foul that he hath made be overwhelmed, and fink for ever asin
‘a bottomlefs pit, under the load of guilt and tremendous horror. Hence
the awful mifery of them that perifh is defcribed by language the moft
terrific, as ewerlafling burning, fuffering the wengeance of eternal fre,
avrath 10 come, fiery indignation that fball.devour the adverfaries, &c. ]
Dear brethren, how ought our hearts to glow with gratitude, to, and
for, foch a faviour, who was able clearly to difcern the nature and j
number of his people’s fins impated to him, and their awful confequences
coming upon him, without defpair; and could bear the wrath of God |
without deftra@ion. For though he died a viétim to divine juftice, which i
we had offended, having made reconciliation, removed the curfe and
procured the blefing for us; having vindicated divine authority, and
{ubdued every enemy; he then afcended triumphantly to heaven, where
“he appears and adls for his chofen, in every capacity adapted to their.
wants, and expreffive of his love. There he reigns with infinite authority,
and fhines with unrivaled fplendor, ‘beheld, admired and adored by holy
{pirits of every rank and order. Thefe furround his glorious throne,
finging with ‘rapturous ardour, Worthy is the lamb that awas [flain te
receive power and riches, and wifdom and firength, and honour, and glory,
and bleffing. Before him are poured forth the prayers of the faints as
from golden vials full of odours, while thofe who were redeemed from
among men, recollefting what they were, and whence they came, have
a fong peculiar to themfélves, which angels cannot fing, in which they
{ay, Thon art qun}“tby-—-fnr thouw awaft flain, and haff redeemed us anto God
by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, &c.
Rev. v. 8. to the end. i
To conclude, let us exhort you, dear brethren, to reflect frequently
on your unfpeakable obligations to God for the gift of his ‘Son. He is
not only given 7o you as the chief good, but was given for you as the
only acceptable facrifice, fuited to obtain and fecure an honourable and
durable peace between God and your fouls. Now a way is opened for
you to come even to his feat with holy boldnefs. His language is, Fury
1s not in me, 1 am well pleafed for his righteoufnefs fake, and pacified
towards you for all that you have done. May you, dear brethren, habi-
tually live under an humbling fenfe of the evil nature of fin, which could
not have been expiated but in confequence of a facrifice infinite in value.
Oh that you may growingly admire the wifdom, power, purity and grace
of your injured fovereign, difcovered 'in the method of falvation throngh |
Jefus Chrit, the brightnefs of the Father’s glory, and exprefs image of
his perfon, i ;
See that you honour the Son even as you honour the Father. This'is
Jehovah’s exprefs command both to angels and men: and it is a reafon-
able fervice, founded upon an equality of nature. This was the practice
of old teftament faints. To them he frequently appeared as the angel or
meflenger of the covenant, and was acknowledged and adored as the true
God. Indeed he himfelf, under thefe appearances repeatedly afferted his
.real divinity, faying, I am Jehovah, the God of Abrabam, &c.—God
the Father never dppeared in ‘any form, ner is'he ever called an angel or
meflenger.  But the Son of God, prior to his incarnation, often appeared
as a man, an angel or meflenger, and vet in this form was reverencc_:d
and worthiped as the God of Ifracl. Had the objeét of divine worfhip
o ‘ never |
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never appeared in a créature-form, was it likely, or even'poflible for the
apoftle John to have miltaken the objet of adoration, -and have fallen
down before the feet of a created angel, with a defign to have worfhipped

him as the true God? And is it not quite unaccountable that the humble - -
Jefus, if he be no more than a man, thould receive and approve of divine
homage due only to the great Eternal; and never once’ fay as the hely
angel did, See thon do it uot, for Iam thy fellow-fervants wiorfbip God.
Rev. xix, 10. and xxii. g. Rut we know it was the pratice of faints

in the apoftolic age, may it ever continue to be your’s, brethren, iz every
place 1o call ‘upon the name of Jefus Chriff our Lord. 1 Cor. 1. 2. Look

to him, beloved, as the Lord your righteoufnefs, and rely upon his
efficacious blood for pardon, peace, and purity of confcience: and ever -
remember you are not your osum, you are bought by him, and profefs to

be devoted to him. Confider, one great end of all his (ufferings was to
purchafe and purify to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works,

that they might thew forth the praifes of him who called them out of
darknefs into his marvellous light.——Z%e grace of our Lord Jefu; Chriff

be with you alls  Amen. i ) | '

Signed on behalf of the aflociation, _
JOHN GILL, Moderator. '
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The minifters and meflengers met in the place of worfhip foon after fix
o’clock on Tuefday evening. Brother Gill was chofen moderator. Brother
Fuller began in prayer. The letters from the chiurches were then read, -
and minutes taken of their contents, Brother Thomas Edmonds con-
cluded the opportunity in prayer. :

Met for prayer at fix o’clock on Wednefday morning—brethren Cary,
Craps, Burton, Ayre, Heighton, and Sharman, engaged.—At ten o’clock
the public ‘worfhip of the day began-—brother fohn Edmonds began in
prayer——brother Hopper gave a fhort account of the nature and delign of
the aflociation, and prayed—Brother Sutcliff preached from Pfalm li. 3.
For I acknowledge my tranfgrefions, and my fin is ever before me—brother
Fawkner prayed—brother Ryland, jun. preached from Jobhn iii. 30. He
_muft increafe—brother Morris concluded in prayer.—Public worfhip began
again at fix o’clock—brother Greeawood prayed—brother, Hall, jun.
preached from Mark viii. 36, 37. For awbat fball it profic a man if he fball
gain the whole world, and lofe bis own foul 2 or wbhat flall a man give in
exchange for bis foul 2—brother Weft concluded in prayer.

Thurfday morning met at fix o’clock—brother Payne prayed—fome
time was {pent in relating our experiences as chriftians and as minifters
during the laft year—adjourned—and returned again at half palt nine—
fettled the bufinefs of the afluciatiocn-fund—read the circular letter, which
had this year been drawn up and fent by brother Hall, fen.

N. B. Our dear friend Mr. Hall, fen. was this year abfent on account of
affli¢tion.. We hope all that know him will not forget to pray for the pro-
longing of his years, and ufefulnefs in the churches.——The moderator
clofed the aflociation with prayer, |

State
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