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BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 

A!fembled at KETTERING, May 27, 28, and 29, 1788. 

Maintaining inviolably the important Dochines of three equal Perfons 
in the Godhead; eternal and perfonal Eletl.ion; original Sin; particular 
Redemption; free Juftification by the imputed Righteoufnels of Lhtill; 
efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the fi, al Perleverance of the Saints; 
the Refurretl.ion of the Dead; the future Judgment ; and the Life 
everlafiing; with the congregational Order of the Churches of Chrifi. 

To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting at Codner, in Derhyjhire; Sutton-Aihfield and 
Nottingham, in Nottinghamjhire; Sheepihead, Leiceller, Sutton­
in-the-Elms, and Arnfby, in Leicejlerjhire; Oakham, in Rutla?ta; 
Clipftone, Guilfborough, Gretton, Kettering, Walgrave, Moul­
ton, Northampton, and Road, in Nortb:. mptonjhire; Olney, in 
Buckinghamjhire; Carlton and Thorn, in Berifortljhire; St. A I ban's, 
in Hertford/hire; Spalding, in Lincolnjhire; and Sob am, in 
Cam6ridgfjhire. 

Grace be unto you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lord 

Dear 6rtth1·~n, 
Jefus Chrift. 

T HROUGH the g<>odncfs of. the Lord we met together at the time 
and place appointed, and would blef~ his name tor the diretl.ion 

nnd affillance that was afforded us. We enjoyed, on the whole, a f•lealing 
fatisfaaion in reading your letters. It is true there are two or three 
churches in the aiTociation whofe circumftances are rather difcouraging, 
and for thefe we hope it will be your and our concern to pray, that the 
good Shepherd of lfrael would heal them, and increafe them with men 
like a flock. But bleiTed be God, the churches in general appear to be 
in a thriving condition. No lefs than eight i.1 this afi'ociate connetl.ion, 
which were lately deftitute, have within thele twelvemonths, been pro­
vided with pallors. We have fcen and heard of thefe fettlements with 
pleafure, and now we have the additional fatisfatl.ion to find that they 
have all been followed by an increafe in the refpetl.ive churches, and 
1ome of them very conliderable. 

\Ve are glad to find by your letters, that the great doetrines of the 
gofpel, which we agree in prefixing to our annual epitlles, are what yo11 
continue to believe and live upon . We are firmly perfuaded of feveral of 
them, lhat they are eiTential to the being of real cnrillianity; and of all 
th; t the belief of them is nece1Iary to our <we/1-bezng in the chriftian 
courfe. We hope, for our parts, it is our defire to know nothing among 
you but CHRIST, and hi~~J crucified. The doctrines which reiate to the 
digr.iry of his per jon, as God o<uer all, hltjfed for e<uer·, with thr: necejit_y. 
,..eali:;·, and tff.wcy of his (l:mement, feem to us efpecially to .conlhtute 
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the ,.ery eff<'ncc of chriftiani_ty. Take th~fe ~w~y, and ari that Itangs 
upon them, and there is nothmg left for wh1ch u IS worth contending. 

Our prcfe~t annual epiale will be_ taken up!~ re~inding you of a/ew 
of thefe capital truths, and confirmmg YOL~r tanh In t_hem. Permit us, 
dear bretluen, to recommend to your fenous attenuon the following 
obtervations. 

Firft. Man was originally created holy and happy.-lt is written, God 
made man upright-after his ow1z image-in th_e image of God created he 
him. His underllanding was light, his will reehtude, his pallions burned 
with one pure and unremitting flame of devotednefs to God. Such a 
f6ul mull: needs be happy; a foul fo ncar to God, ~o like him, mull: 
enjoy blifs uninterrupted and unfpeakable. We Wifh you, brethren, 
never to entertain depreciating thoughts of man in his primitive ftate; 
for this cannot be done but at the expence of his creator's charaCter.­
The perfeClion of man's primitive ftate, however, did not include 
immutability. Immutability is efiential only to God. Jehovah claims it 
as peculiar to himfelf, I am Jehc<uah, I cba11ge not. He only is the 
Father of lights, with '"LVhom is 110 <uariabl<:11ejs, 11either jhadow of fuming. 
Though God made man to refem ble himfelf, yet not in his natural 
perfeCtions, as an omnipot~nt, omnifcient, independant and immutable 
being; but as a rational, voluntary, confcious agent, po!feffing the moral 
qualities of righteoufnefs and true ho!inefs. Thus far man. was made in 
the image of God ; but in other refpeCts there is nothing in the whole 
creation which is any fit refemblance of Him, nothing to which He may 
be compared. Ifa. xi. !8··Z5· xlvi. 5--g. Pf. lxxxix. 6. Exod. viii. 10. 

Deut. xxxiii. 26. Jer. x. 6, 7. What God alone is, creatures are not­
creatures of the highell order are mutable; it was not therefore furprizing 
that they fi10uld become what they originally were not, as the cafe now is 
with both angels and men. 

Secondly. 111m are now hom to mijery and dear h. U niverfal experience 
confirms what the fcriptures a{l"ert, that man is born to trouble as the 

./parks fly upq_vm·d-that he is of jew days and full of trouble. (Job v. 7• 
xiv. 1. )-that the fentence of death is pa.lfed upo11 all mm, and is daily 
executing upon people of all nations, ages, and conditions. 

Thirdly. Mifery and death are the fruits of fin. To fuppofe rratnral 
evil inflicted without the conf1deration of moral evil committed, is to 
deny either the reality or equity of the divine government. Yet it is 
e•;idcnt from fcripture and obfervation, that dileales and death extend to 
thofe who (not being voluntary agents) are not the fubjeCls of perfonal 
guilt. lt cannot be fai:.i that infants have .fimitd after the .fimilitude of 
Adam's traN/gr~!Jion; ne<verthele(s dearh reig11ed from Adam-over fuch. 
Rom. v. 14· Every thing tending to prove the perfonal blamelell.nefs of 
infants, mull tend to e!lablifh the idea of relative guilt: for either in a 
perfonal or relative fenfe, the charge or fin mull: be extended as far as 
death, its conlequent, is inilitl.ed. Hence the apollle fays, By one man 
jin ell/ered tlltO t.&e 'l.J.!Orfd, and DE-~TH llY SlN, ANn SO DEATH PASSED 

UFON ALL MEN, FOR THAT ALL HAVE SINK ED, Rom. V, lZ.'" 

It 

"- Some feem to fuppofe thot the threatning denounced againft Adam in cafe of his 
difoheclience, was the immediate lofs qf exijfence; and the reafon of his not beim: direClly 
annihilated, was the interpofition of g_ract and mercy in ChriH Jefus.-lf the defign of 
thi> ftrange hypothefi s io to get rid oi' the fin of Adam as a public head, and its impu-
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It is a mournful fact, that all men, without exception, ~rc impure 
being conceived in fin, and jhapm in iniquity. Pf. li. 5. Ftr •zxho ca~ 
bring a clean thing ~~~~ of an u11clean? not OI!C. How can man be jujlijied 
<with God; or how cmz he be cl.ean that is bom of a woma11? Job xi v. 4· 
xxv. 4· From the hil quoted paifage it fhould feem that our native 
impurity is a bar to our being juilified by the lawgiver of the wr;r!d; but 
if guilt did not accompany pollution, that pollution could he no bar to 
jufii!icati<lfl; for furely the guiltlefs ought to be acquitted. Far be it 
from God that he jhould do rzvickednejs; and from the A/might)' that he jhoulrl 
commit ilziquity.-Yea jztrely God will not do wichedly, mit her <U.•i/1 the 
Almighty pervert judgme11t. Job xxxiv. ro, r 2. 

The whole world are become guilty before God; and are in his hand 
as .clay in the hand of a potter. And batb nnt the potJtr po·wer o·ver the 
day o.f tbe fame /mnp, t<1 make O'IU 'Vtjflt zuzto honour, and another zmto 
dijhonour? Rom. ix. 21. He was under no obliO'at!on to fl1ew mercy to 
any; therefore he faith, I ·will ba·ve merry upon '":/;hom I will barve merq; 
and I will have compa.flion upon wbom I will ha:-ve compa.flion. He is a 
debtor to none; his gr<~ce is fovereign and free. Surely it is unbecoming 
and arroga.nt for creatures to arraign the A !mig hty at their bar, and 
difpute the propriety of his proceedings. We wifh you, brethren, to 
compare the prefent genual objellions made to the doctrines of human 
depravity and divine fovereigllty, with thofe \T. Lich were made by the 
adverfaries of truth in the apoftolic age. You will by fu.ch a comparative 
view be confirmed in the doCtrines of grace, by obferving that your 
<>pponents draw the fame inferences from your fentiments, which were 
Fhen ·inferred from thofe of the apofile Paul. They then, as now, urged 
and arg.ued, that if things were fo as he aiferted, men <~re not the fubjefts 
of blame. It is, fay they, as God would have it-'"..uhy doth he yet find 
fault; for <7.vho hath rejt)le.J his will? Which queHions the obj t:(lor fecms 
to have gloried in as unanfwerabl.e. May you, brethren, enter into the 
fpirit and pertinency or the a~o!He's reply, Nay, but 0 man, who m·t 
thou that replieji pgailt)l ·God? &c. See Rom. ix. 19, to the end. 

Fourthly. 'the introd;11:Zion of mor·al e·vz} ru.•as zzot 111Jjorl'jeen of God; 
nei.Jher did it Jake place wit!Jout hiJ perlJJiJ!iotz.-God was neither dif-
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tation 10 his defcendants, it muft be allowed very well to anfwer its end: for it mnft 
follow, according to this, that none of the hum.m race were in the leaft affected by 
Adam's tranfgreffion. Anc\ thus, accordi ng to the original confiitution of things, he 
muft have been neither a nat~ral, nor a covenam head ro any one: not a natural head, 
becJufe in cafe of difobedienc<: he was to have had no defcendants-not a aovm~mt head, 
hecaufe non-exifiences could not poffibly be affected by .his .mifconducr. According to 
this reprefentation, it was therefore impoffible, uniefs the divine Being lhonld deviate 
from his own covenant, tl<at any m:m befides A-darn him(elf, fohrmld feel in any fenfe, 
or in any degree whatever, the ban effects of his revolt from God. Thus the doclrine of 
original•tin is confequemially annihilated by modem Arminians. . 

Jl ut the above hypotheiis will not readily be received by unprejudiced minds, who 
ceverenc~ the facred writings, and are not tlaves to a fyfiem. If this fentiment be true, 
it mufl: fo!l0\'1\7' thllt lt \VaS not /~dam's fa/f, but .Acb.m's recovery th tlt ruined the VJOJld~ 
The cxifl:en~e of all Adam's cff;pring, and confequtntly the introduction of fin amongfl: 
mankind, ·was, according to this fcntiment, entil.":.:'ly o\-.·ing to the grace of God ; and 
human miferies or'1ginate in divine mercy, and are its native productions. So oppofite 
is fuch a fentiment to di,·ine rcvelati0n, that fcripture langu3ge, and its obvious m~an­
ing, mutt be invertcci, ere lt can receive any countenance from thence. The account 
given by the infpired a,poftk, for infl:ance, mull: be altered, and rc:>d thus, ' It was not 
by one man's offence that death reigned; nor by the offence of one that judgment came 
up:m all men to condemnation; nor by one man's drfobedie0ce that many were made 
ftnners.-No, all thefc are the efFects of general grace, and Arminian mercy. So tha,t 
·refpecting farrow and fin, fo mnd1 at lca'fi ?.S is de1'ived to us, every child of .'\.d<l;lll may 
truly fay, By ·the j!.rate of God I am 7obat I fll!l,' 
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appointed nor difconcerted, by the breaking out of rebellion in his empire. 
He knew that we fhould ~evolt a.nd deal tr.eac~eroufiy, and laid down his 
plan accordingly He d1d not 1mpe!l or 1nclme man to fin on the one 
hand, nor did he interpofe abfolutely to prevent him from finning on the 
other; but left him to his own free choice, according to the nature of the 
covenant under which he was placed. God's permitting man to fin was 
not ~n a1lowa11ce or permiflion in law-fo far from that he employed ~11 hi~ 
authority in p1ohiHting fin; but did not fee pr6per to exert therewnh aU 
his ability to withhold him from commi1ting it. 

Fifthly . Sin is of a tJature oj[enfive to God, heing (ontrary to hir 
holine.fs, and in oppojition to his righteous autbority.-If f:n were not dif­
plcafing to God, no law would have been nece.lfary to regulate the conduct 
of rat1onal creatures. But the giving of a law armed with the threatning 
of death ro the dilobedient, as its awful fanction, proves that moral evil 
js what his foul abhors. 

Sixthly. If God he difp/eafid with fin he mujl difiover that difpleajure. 
For if he be offended and no way dikover that he is fo, the glory of his 
holinefs would never appear to the intellectual univerfe; while his non· 
accomplifbed threa1nings would impeach his veracity, and eternally llain 
his character and reputation. Were that the cafe then;: would be no need 
of the quell ion, Wherefore doth the <wicked contemn God? for fuch a 
governor and government would be unavoidably and univerfally defpifed. 

Seventhly . lf t· od Jhe·w his difpleajure againfl fin, it muji be in a 'U.'ay 
that ojfefls' the felicity of the criminal. If his difpleafure did not impair 
the happinefs of creatures, it would be to them a matter of indifference 
what they were, or how rhey acted, whether they obeyed or difobeyed, 
loved or abhorred 1heir , reator. But the language of reafon and revela­
tion is, Wo to the <Wicked, it foal/ be ill with him. And it is equally 
evident that the awful ttfects of God's anger muft bear fome proportzon ta 
the nature and degree of the difpleafure difcovered. If he were but a 
little averfe to fin, the confequeuces might not be very dreadful; but his 
averfion to it is unlimited, therefore the dreadful effects of fin muft in 
fome refpects be unlimi1ed too, furpaffing all creature-conception. The 

-_actions of creatures are indeed all limited, their fins therefore are not 
tljual, either in number or henioufnefs; hence greater degrees of punifh­
ment will be infEcted on fome than on others. Matt . x. 15. But the 
mal ignity of fin as fin, being ellimated from the infinite goodnefs and 
glory of God againft whom it is committed, the punifbment, howeve~ 
difFerent in degree, will be equal in duration; all, as it were fiamped 
wi1h eternity. How tremendous the thought! 

Eighthly. If God is difpojed to pardo1z jill, it mujf he done in Juch a w<ry 
t1.f to difcover his utter di.f,pprobation of it. lf he nrcelfarily hate fin, he 
cannot fovereignly abrogate his moral prohibitions in favour of del'nquents, 
nor recede from inflicting the threatened penalty. Mercy mui1 uot be 
exerc1fed at the expence of purity and veracity. Better that the whole 
race of revolted men fhould perifh along with fallen angels, with whom 
they fided :igainfl God, than that the glory of Ius goveJ nment fhould be 
tarnifhed with difhonour. _ . 

_ Ninthly. Punifhment and pardon cannot take place in the fame Juhjefl.-
1£ the finner is punilhed, he is not pardoned; or if pardo'ned, he cannot 
be legally punifhed. And yet if God cannot conceal his holy difpleafure, 
punifhment mull be inflicted fomewhcre. If upon the finner, mercy mull; 

of 



.C 5 ) 

c'f courfe be extluded. What then mull be done r l"inite wifdom never 
could have deviled how the happinefs of finners could confifl with the 
equity, or comport with the holinefs of God. But what was impoffible 
for creatures to difcover, God has graciouily brought to light through the 
gofpel of his ciear .$on. He has de'Vijed means that bis ba,Jijhed jhould not 
6e expelled from him. 1 In the plan of falvation, through the mediation of 
Chritt, made known for the obedience of faith, infinite purity and 
fovereign mercy, inflexible juHice and abounding grace, confummate 
wifdom and almighty power, glorioufly unite; and lhine forch with 
unfpeakable fplendor. 

Tenthly. He that has u1Jdertakm the work of our redemptiolz is GoD 
OVI!R ALL, Mtffed }or e·vermore.-The proper deity of our redeemer, 
brethren, is the glory of our religion: without it chriftianity is next to 
annihilated. That many ·objeCtions thould be mJde to this doCtrine is not 
to be worrdered at: fo long as Chrill has enemies in the world, fo long 
we may expeCt the great doCtrines of his gofpel will meet with oppolition; 
and the more important they are, the greater the oppofition may be 
expeCted to be.--The main objeCtion to this doctrine is its being 
myjlerious; but this ought to be confidercd as a commendation rather 
than an objeCtion. It is the glory of the gofpel, that it contains truths 
which furpafs the grafp of the molt exahed undertlanding fully to compre­
hend. Herein they fitly correfpond with the defires of an immortal lou!. 
The foul of man is fo conftitu red, that nothing fati sfies it like tile medi­
tation of a boundlefs objea. It loves to fwim in an unfathomable ocean; 
if it can touch the bottom it feels difgult Upon this principle too we 
fee a glorions fitnds in the name of Chri!t being called 'VJonderful. 
Wonderful indeed, for the <.hild hom to be the migl,ty God! Vvell did the 
apotUe exclaim Great is the MYSTERY of godlillejs, GOD manifejl in the 
FLESH! But you will not expea an ample detence of this great truth in 
the fmall compafs of a letter."' We fhall here only take notice of two 
more objeflionf which have entangled fome pious minds-It is imimated 
in the fcripture, that our Lord during his ltatc of humilidtion, paned 
with a glory which he had before that period, and prayed 'to be in veiled 
with it again upon his finifi1ing the work which was alligned him--that 
he being rich, for our fakes became poor, &c. Thi~ has been generally 
thought to imply his proper deity, the glory of which he polfeifed 
prior to his incarnation. But it is objeCled, th at deity is uncha11geable, 
and canr;ot be impo'VCrijhed. and confequently thefe intimations cannot 
conlitl with his being a divine perfon. But we anfwer, It is neceifary 
for fuch objeCtors to afcertain to 'what glory and riches thefe paJfages 
refer. Do they mean his nali'Ve internal excene"ce; or that glory and 
honour which was due to /;im from others, as he w as the fubjeet of this 
excellence 1 If it could be pro\·ed that the former was 'intended, \VI;l 

grant it would anfwer the objector's end; for this would im piy a change­
abilitv in his nature. But of what intern<JI excellence was C~rill ever 
divetl~d? Even the native excellencies of his huma1t_ nature '"ere no t 
diminifhed by, ·his humiliation.-Reafon, confcioufrrefs and reil.:Ction i 
holinefs, meeknefs and love, each dwelt in him iu the highell perfetiion. 

' ' Ana 

"' To thofe who wilh to fee the fullj eEt fully h~ncUecl, we "''(m!d rocommeod Dr. 
Bellamy'• fermon on the divi>lity ~f Cbrifl, prefixed to his li:rmons on the permiffion d' 
IJn-re-printed by Dicey, 1783 and 1787, and fold by Evans, London. AndDr.Abhadi< s 
mnfterly treatife on the fame important fubjetl, abridged by the Rw. dh. Bwtb, entitled, 
•ne Deity of :Jefus Cbrift ejjmtial to tbe Cbrijliqn Religion. 



'· 

6 

And if the internal giory, both natural and moral, of his human nature, 
was not fullied by his humiliating circum!l:ances, much lefs could they 
le!fen that of his. divine nature: which was in uni~n with his fpotlefs 
humanity.-But 1f glory and nches be underfiood m the ficond fenfe, 
viz. of the glory that was due to bim, as the fubject of native excellence 
(which undoubtedly it ouoht) then the objection vani!hes. In that refpect 
we allow he underwent a; amazing ch:tnge. The glory of his ?ivii1ity 
lay as it were concealed, and that love, reverence and honour, which was 
his due, was w!th· held from him. He maa'e himfe!f if no reputation­
became a fubject of derilion-the jong if the drunkard-was accounted 
and called a nradman, a finner, and even a devii.-But all this change 
implies no changeability in his nature, nc alteration as to his natural and 
moral excellencies; and when the veil which concealed his divinity was 
rent, his infinite glory appeared, and now as a Jivine perfon in our 
nature, all the rich revenue of praife returns to him as his native due. 

The other objctlion is, that deity cannot die; but the perfon of Chrift 
was the fubject of death, therefore Chrift was not God. We reply: 
death is a feparation between foul and body; but it does n<Jt imply that 
either ceafes to e;,i!!. It implies indeed a ce{f:nion of animation in the 
body; and thus the body of Chriit was reduced to a lifc!efs corpfe: but 
did his foul die? The objcC.lion has no force but upon the fuppofrtion that 
it did. [f Cbriit might be truly faid to die, notwithHanding one 
con!l:ituent part of hi~ human nature flilllived, why may not the fame be 
affirmt!d of him though his divine nature remained immortal i' 

Laftly. We would remind you, that from the di'Vilfe dignity if Chrijf 
n•·ijes the merit and efficacy of his A!feri11gs. The efficacy of what he did 
and endured bears a proportion to his infinite worth. This it!ea we 
!hal! atter.d to in the fubfequent part of this letter. Deity and humanity 
cniting in him, he became a fit perfon to atl: on man's behalf, as a 
fubfti.ute, furety, and faviour. We fay fit, becaufe he, :md he only, 

·could properly merit by obedience and deAth. The obedience of the molt 
exalted creatures i~> naturally due to their creator. There is therefore 
nothing in their mofl perfetl: compliance with his will that deferves a 
reward. They are utterly incapable of merit in any higher fenfe than 
what is called merit of congruity; or they can never lay claim to any 
reward but in confequence of a previous condefcending agreement. 
Hence a paction or covenant with them is ever pre.fuppofed, when we 
fpeak of their meriting even by perfect obedience. This is abfolutelv 
necelTary, not in order that they fhould be bound to oh_ey (to that they ar~ 
under a natural and necelTary obligation) but in order to their having any 
claim or title to the reward, which is only due by a 'gracious promife 
fovereignly made in .their favour. But the Son of God was under no 
natural obligation to act as a lervant, as creatures are. His appearing in 
fuch a form was entirely op:io11al, the effect of his own choice. He 'who 
thought it no •·o!Jhery to 6e eq.:ml wizh G6d, took upon himje!f the form of a 
j i:r'Uant, humMed himfelf and became o6edimt.v1Zio deatb. Being 'Voluntarily 
made, that which he /latm·al!y was not. Hts obedtence was the effect of 
nis own fpontaneous condefcenfion , in a!fuming our nature for that end. 
On account of his native original dignity, a paction or agreement was 
necdfary, in order to his oheyitJg, but not to render his obedience meritorious. 
Such is the native littlenefs of creatures, and their natural obligation t9 
obedience, as the dependant fubjects of Gcd's univerfal goveroment, that 

merit 
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merit cannot take place in them, but only in confequence the fovereign 
condelcenfion of the lawgiver, engaging ro reward the obedience to whicn 
he had a previous claim. But the obedience of the Son of God being the 
refult of his own voluntary engagements, has an intrinfic merit founded 
upon his natural greatnefs and prior dignity a5 lord of all, and upon the 
ifential equity of the moral governor of the world. His merit is therefore 
of an higher kind than that of Adam or of angels could ever have been. 
We conceive it is properly a merit of co11dignity, which in irs o·wn nature 
(and not barely upon the ground of a previous promife) dejer<Ves a reward. 
Hence he is faid to ptu-chaje his people, ·and they are faid to be bought by 
him, and what he did and endured is emphatically called a price, By 
the price of his precious blood (God's O'V..'n blood, Acrs xx) redemptio!l 
was obtained, and the releafe of the captives f~cured for whom he ga<Ve 
himfilf a ra12jom. 

It was owing to his dignity, that the law under which he came is mag7 
nified and made honourable, in its precepts and penalties, by his obe­
dience unto death. God in human nature has given an awful and folemn 
proof of his imp.artiarity and infinite regard to equity, in doing as a 
fubjecr, what he requires as a Jovereign. He has !hewn to the univerfe 
that he has done as he would be done b·r. 

We with, dear brethren, that while. you contemplate the wonderful 
conjlitutioll of your redeemer's perfon, as God and man, you may fee! 
your hearts glow with holy gratitude for the.fulijlitutiou of one fo wonder­
fully great and gracious, to aft in your tlead, as made under che law in 
your behalf, and !tanding in your place at the tremendous bar of juftice. 
Thefe are the pillars (fo to fpeak) which fupport the important docrrine · 
of imputatiollJ * without the idea of which we know not how to reconcile 
the treatment of Chrift and of hi.s people by the fupreme lawgiveJ·, witll 
the rules of equity and good government, by which protecrion is infured 
to the innocent, and puni!hment prepared for the guilty. Your divine 
Saviour had power over his own life, which no mere creature" has. It 
was not violently taken from him without his confent, but voluntarily 
laid down for his !beep. He agreed to be made an offering for fin. To 
fall by the hands of punitive juiEce, the jul1 for the unjuft, rhat he might 
bring them to God. And that the whole tranfacrion might appear Hrittly 
judicial, and every way right and equitable, fin was imputed to him, 
and charged or reckoned to his account. '\tVith liis full confent, Jehovah. 
laid upon him the iniquity of us all, and he bore it in his own body ou 
the tree. Hence the world, which God went about to reconcile to him­
felf by his Son, had not their trefpaffes imputed to them, but on the 

contrary 

'" Imputation m'kes no alteration in rhe perfonal chara<2er of the portie> concerned. 
Chrifi was not thereby t~inted with lin; He was not morally worfe th rough fin's being 
pbced to Jus account .. He_-perfonally was the 1nv3nable obJe<2 of the Father's delight, 
and .never more lovely tn ll!S eye, than when groanmg m the garden, or bleeding as "' 
vielim on the crofs. But through imputacion, he was in his people's fl:ead, treated in a 
manner infinitely different from the defert of his perfonal chara<2er. · In like manner the 
imputation of Chrifl:'s rightcoufnefs does not confiitute perfon0! holinef>: iinners to 
whOJn it is i1nputed, aie l.n a J!.;.fer flate, hut not rbereby tnade betto- men. Though 
jufiified in Chrifl:, they are nngodfy as in themfelves. Thus divine grace rhine> )Vith 
infinite lufl:re in treating finners inconceivably better than correfponJs with their real 
perfona! char deter: while imputati?n of ri ghteoufnefs does not fuperc;;de or r~nder un ­
neceff..1ry the iu;p!antation of lio~inefs in the hearts of men. Th-e efreds of gr.lce in a 
man are th~ only evidences of ri«hteoufnefs being imputed to him. Rut inho. rCl)t grace 
is nn part ofthot righteoufnefs of which it is on evidence. Throu~h righteocfmf; fpcci1l 
blcffings are procured, and throu~h !wlinefs they arc enjoyed . Even as D:wiJ defcnbcth 
the blelfedncfs of tht mln tu whqm •he LorJ imputcth rig!itecufn,fs without wmlh. 
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contrary He made Him to fg fin =ho knew 110 fin, that '!-"e might !Je madt· 
the nghteo~tfnejs of God rn Hun. 2 C?r. v: I 8 · · z I: Th1~ procedure was 
pointed out under th~ former figuranvo:: d1f~enfanon, wh1ch was to Ifrael 
a {hadow of good tlJJngs to come. Salvation from outward calamities. 
threatened by God as their civil governor, in cafe of difobedience, could 
only be obtained by facrifice; the crimes of the offender being firfi cere~ 
monially transferred to the intended viCtim, by the impofition of the 
hands of the prieil:. Lev. viii. 14. Efpecially we are told of the ftapt 
goat, that the prieil: was to lay both his hands upon his bead, and confofi 
O'Ver him a!/ the iniquities of the children of ljrael, and all their tranfgrejjions 
in aJl thei1• fins; thus putting them upon the head of. thc_goat. .tin:J though 
this goat was not to be !lam, but fent away ahve Into the w!ldernefs, 
(Lev. xvi. 21.) it is tO be confidered as united in the fame type with its 
fellow which was facrificed, (xvi. 9• 15.) only as without a miracle a. 
fin{>,le goat could not prefigure both the death and refurreaion of the Son 
of -God, two were therefore provided. Now Chrift is the fum and fub~ 
fiance of thefe figures and fhadows. Surely thefe folemn tranfaBions 
mull: afford to an enlightened Jew a lively type of the imputation of fin 
to Ch;i[t, in order to his being made a facrifice for it. And thus believing 
worfhippers were led to contemplate the purity of God, the evil of fin, 
and the necellity of an atonement to expiate guilt, and obtain internal 
tranquillity and pe"ce with the offended Deity. But thefe facrific::s could 
·never take away fin as pertaining t() the confcience. However they might 
.avert or remove temporal judgments, they were not fufficient to fecure 
from the <-.:.·rath to come. But Jefus, who gave himfelf a facrilice for fins, 
hy one ojfi:ring hath for e'ller perjelled them that "JJere fanllijied. Thus fin 
llaving been condemned in his fl.elh as an infinite evil, he has put it away, 
and made an end of it as a bar to his people's enjoyment of eternal blifs. 
Reconciliation for iniquity being completed, the tender, melting languag_e 
of mercy and loving·ki ndnefs is beard from the divine throne, inllead ol' 
the terrific thunder of a fin-avenging God. For thus faith the Lord, I 
rwill put m;• la=s in their hearts, and in their minds =ill I write them • 
.And their fins a11d iniquities =ill I remember no more. Now <-.»here remijjion 
of theft is, •there is no more o.f!ering fo1· ji11. He b. x. 14--18. 

The completenefs of Chn1t's atonement is the reafon alligned why there 
needed no repetition of his fufferings. Elfe the apoll.le Jeems to fuppofe, 
that fuch was his unbounded love to his people and the government of 
God, that had it been needful he would have fuJfered repeatedly to have 
vindicated tl1at ar.d faved them. Nay, his own engagements would have 
required that he fhollld have been facrificed frequently, had his fulferings 
been defet!ive in eflicacy. For then, it is obferved, mujl he often ha'l!e 
fi1fered jina tbe foun datzo;z of the 'World, but no'Lu once in the end of tbe 
world hatb he appeand to put a'Luay ji1z by the facrifice of bimjelf. Heb. 
ix. 25, z6. Jn the facrificcs of the legal difpe:,:ation, there =as, faith 
the apoll.le, a tmumbrance again made of fins every )'ea,-, becaufe it ·was 
not pojfible that t l. e blood of bulls nnd goats, Jhould take away fins: a•ul 
therefore e·VeT)• p>iejl which ftood daily minijle;·ing before God, ofFered 
oftentimes the fame jacrijiccs, =hicb could never take o.=ay .fins: but with 
what pleafure does the infpired writer dwell upon the glorious contrail ! 
Chria, fays he, was once offered to bear the fins of many-once in the end 
of the world, &c.-once for all-he offered one fa'Crifice for fins-by one 
offering, &c. See Heb. ix. and x. chapters, wherein this important 
fubjetl is treated of at large. If 
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If the 'eYi1 of fin,, the holinefs of God, and the equity of his la.w :llid 
government were duly conlidered, and deeply impreffcd on the hearts of 
men, furdy they would not take pleafure in depreciating the per jim of 
Cbrijl, but would gladly embrace him as the great high-priefi over the 
houfc of God, infinitely fuperior to every prcdecdfor in tiJ?.t office. For 
~:either by the blood~~ goats arzd calves, imt ~y !.'is OWit hlocd be ~nured ill 
OIICe unto the bo~y piace, ha<uing obtaintd ETERNAL REDEMPTION jor ltS. 

J:leb. ix. 1 z. Almotl all things are ~Y the la·w purged cwith blvod, and 
,.,,,;ithout Jhedding of Mood is 110 remiJlion. It was tl;erefore NECESSARY 

that tbe patterns, or reprefentations of thmgs in the ht"a'vms jbould be 
.purified ·With theft, ( 19.) but the hea<uetl/)' thin•s tbepife/<rm '~t·ith BETTER. 

jacrijicei than thefe, He b. ix. zz, 'z 3· According to the apotllc's reafon~ 
ing, the facrifice of Chrifi was as much better than all tl.ofe which wen: 
offered before, even by divine appointment, as etcu;a/ redemption is 
fupcrior ro temporal deliverance. As the former is infinitely greater, that 
by which it w.<s :Jbtaincd mu(t be iniinitcly better, 

Some who difcJrd the idea of Chrilt's di<uin ity, proiefs to retain the 
doCtrine of his atomment, fuppoling the effica.cy of his fufFenngs to ha~e 
arifen, not from his pcrfonsf jit11ji and worth, but bcre[y from divine 
-appoiNtment. But if fo, the lilood of bulls and goats 111t,5ht have t<~ken 
aw:iy fins, which the fcripture declares was 1201 pojjt'Lle, for that a better 
:f<tcriGce was needed to purify hea\'eo:dy things. But one could not be 
more /uitable or 6etter th~n another, if .. dl w:•rc alike fit and f!.O&d. Ac­
cordi,,g tO the divine word it appears, that in point of preciouincf~, 
cx·cei lence and wo1 th, Chrit'c is fupcrior to all other bellow meats of God: 
the gift of his SoN is dw~ys reprefented there, as b)' far the greatcfl: 
infh,tnce of his love to men. Agreeable to this idea of Chrd's fuperlative 
exct;lle:1cy, is the apofrle's inferrence, Rom. viii. 32. He riJat ffm·ed 11ol 
/;;s o-z_~tz 'So11, but delz'Veted bim up for us all, hc·:.u foal! ht not witb hitlt 
aifo fr"(y gi·ve us all things. But if Chrifl: be no more tban a creature, 
this concluiion lofes ~ll its force. For creature worth, <.nd even creatur~ 
conception, is far beneath what God c,.onfcrs on th ofe that lore him, 
But, ciear breth~co, the value and efficacy of our Lord's fu!Fc:ri,1gs is pro­
portionate to tl1e excellence of his perfon. By the de1th of the Son, of 
God, the eternai fa]v .. tion of his people is fecared, and the nature of t!:e 
great Jehovah i:lufhioufly difpbyed, The fuJrerings and d::::uh of our 
divine rcclcemer C;cw th~t it is indeed a jemfal thi1zg to fall i11to de hcl?ldt 
of the kvin,r; G-od, and that lin and fuifering ate inleperably tollnetl:ed. 
Herein has God gi~·en a gre~rer proof of the bolinef> of his natur~, his 
love to equity, ortlcr and gaod government, and hi~ in{iuite abhorrence 
of iio, than in all the judgments executed on tranfgrcfi"urs, in this world 
or th?.t to come. vv' hat ;;re all the {(mows o:1 <'arth, or lighs in hell. 
when compared with tbc r.gon1 cs and groans of our adorable lmmaunel! 
His ability ro bear the cu r!;~ due to your fins, and feel the d .f!Jieafure of 
offended Deity, without fuf1aining the lor:; of perpetual happinefs, farther 
illllftrates and pro\'es his fo~peri o r i t ,r to ;: II created exi1tcu ccs. The curie 
of the Almighty, executed on the molt exalted creatures who excel! in 
ftreng,th, would ncceiT~!ily defrroy or ann;hilatc their ieiici ty. The awful 
gloo;n, which is the natu ral effect of a total kparation fr om_ the _origin_ of 
blifs, would for e1·er exclude every ray of hope, and fill thetr mrnds w1tll 
doleful mifery: becaufe the ji11ite capacity of a mere creature, bears no 
proportion to i!ifiNite difpleafure, the whole of which could not b\! 

B endured 

, 
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endured in any given period; therefore the fpirit would fail before J1im, 
. and the foul that he hath made be overwhelmed, and fink for ever as in 

a bottomlefs pit, under the load of guilt and tremendous horror. Hence 
the awful mifery of them that perilh is defcribed by language the moll: 
terrific, as everlajling burning, /ujfering the vengeance of eternal fire, 
wrath to come, fiery indignation that }hall devour the adver.faries, &c. 

Dear brethren, how ought our hearts to glow with gratitude, to, and 
for, fuch a faviour, who was able clearly 'to difceru the nature and 
number of his people's fins imputed to him, and their awful confequences 
coming upon him, without defpair;. and c?u!d bear. t~e ":rat~ of G_od 
without deftruClion. For though he d1ed a vJCllm to d1v1ne Julhce, wh1d1 
we had offended, having made reconciliation, removed the curfe and 
procured the bleffing for us; having vindicated divine authority, and 
fubdued every enemy; he then afcended triumphantly to heaven, where 
he appears and aCts for his chofen, in every capacity adapted to their 
wants, and expreffivcof his love. There he reigns with infinite authority; 
:tnd fnines with unrivaled fplendor, beheld, admired and adored by holy 
fpirits of every rank and order. Thefe furround his glorious throne, 
ftnging with rapturous ardour, Worthy is the lamb that was jlain ltJ 

receive po'l.ver and riches, aYJd <wijdom emd Jlrength, and honour, and glory, 
and bl~IJing. Before him are poured forth the prayers of the faints as 
from golden vials full of odours, while thofe who were redeemed from 
among men, recolle.:',ing what they were, and whence they came, have 
a fong peculiar to themfelves, which angels cannot fing, in which t_hey 
fay, 'Thole art <worthy-for thou wajl jlain, and hajl redeemed us unto Goti 
hy thy blood, out of every kindred, a11d tongue, and people, and nation, &c. 
Rev. v. 8. to the end. 

To conclude, let us exhort you, dear brethren, to refleCt freque"tly 
on your unfpeakable obligations to God for the gift of his Son. He is 
not only given to you as the chief good, but was given for you as the 
only acceptable facrifice, fuited to obtain and fecure an honourable and 
durable peace between God and your fouls. Now a way is opened for 
you to come even to his feat with holy boldnefs. His language is, Fury 
is not in me, 1 am well pleafed for his righteoufnefs fake, and pacified 
towJrds you for all that you have done. May you, dear brethren, habi. 
tually live under 11n humbling fenfe of the evil nature of fin, which could 
not have been expiated but in confequence of a facrifice infinite in value. 
Oh th;n you may growingly admire the wifdom, power, purity and grace 
of your injured fovereign, difcovered ·in the method of falvation through 
Jefus ChriJI, the brightnefs of the Father's glory, and exprefs image of 
his perfon. 

See that you honour the Son even as you honour the Father. This is 
Jehovah's exprefs command both to angels and men; and it is a reafon­
:able fervice, founded upon an equality of nature. This was the praCtice 
of old te!lament faints. To them he frequently appeared as the angel or 
mefrenger of the covenant, and was acknmvledged and adored as the true 
God. Indeed he himfelf, under thefe appearances repeatedly aiferted his 
real divinity, faying, I am Jehovah, the God of Abraham, &c.-God 
the Father never appeared in any form, nor is he ever called an angel or 
meifcnger, But the Son of God, prior to his incarnation, often appeared 
as a man, an angel or meifenger, and yet in this form was reverenc~d 
and wodhiped as the God of lirae!. Had the object of divine wotfhlp 

nevec 
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never appeared in a cr~a~ure - form, was it likely , or ~ven poffible for th~ 
apo!He John to h <tve nni!nkcn the objeCt of adoral!on, and have fallen 
d~wn before the feet of a cr~a~cd ;;,ngel, with a defign to have wor!hipped 
h1m as the true God? And 1s 1t not quite unaccountable that the humble 
Jefus, if he be no more than a n1an, 1hould receive and approve of divine 
homage due only to the great Eternal; and never once lay as the h•ly 
angel did, See thou do it 11ot, for 1 am thy fcllo--wjet·'ilallt, <worjhip God. 
Rev. xix, 10. and xxii. 9---Dut we know it was the praCtice of faints 
in the apoHolic age, may it ever continue to be your's, brethren, in e·very 
place to call t'pon the '71ame of Jefus Chrijl our Lord. 1 Cor. i. z , Look 
to him, beloved, as the Lord your righteoufnefs, and rely upon his 
efficacious blood for pardon, peace, and purity of confcience: and ever 
remember you are not your O·W1J, you are bought by him, and profefs to 
be devoted to him. Confider, one great end of all his fufferings was to 
p:ncha(e and purify to himfdf a peculiar people, zealous of good works , 
that they mig ht fhew forth the praifes of him who called them out of 
darknefs into his marvellous light.--The g•·ace of our Lord J~(u; Cbrijl 
/;e •with y ou all. .1/mm. 

Signed on behalf of the affociation, 

JOHN GILL, Moderator. 

•nij ·P"i9 

B R E V I A T E S. 

The mini!lers and rneffengers met in the place of worfhip foon after li~ 
o'clock on Tuefday evening. Brother Gill was cbofcn moderator. Brother 
Fuller began in prayer. The letters from the clturcbes were then read, 
and minutes t aken of their contents. Brother Thumas Edmonds con­
cluded the opportunity in prayet·. 

Met for prayer at fix o'clock on We<lnefday morning-brethren Cary, 
Craps, Bmton, Ayre, Heighton, and Sharman, engaged.-At ten o'clock 
the public wodhip of the day began-brother J ohn Edmonds began in 
prayer-brother Hopper gave a lhort account of the nature and clelign of 
the affociati on, and prayed-Brother Sutcliff preacltcd from Pf:.lm li. 3• 
For I acknowledg e my t•·anjgrejjions, and my fin is e·ver before me-brother 
Fawkner prayed-brother Ryland, jun. preached from John iii. 30. He 
?mtjl increaft-brother Morris concluded in prayer.-Public: ~.<· or/hip began 
agt.in at fix o'clock-brother Greenwood praye.:l-brother Hall, jun. 
preached from Mark viii. 16, 37• For wbat foal/ it p1·ojit a mmz if be foal! 
gain tbe rwbolc 'V:orld, and lp(e his or<JJn foul? or <Lubat jl·all a man gi'lle ilz 
(!.>:change for bis foul ?-brother Well: concluded in prayer. 

Thurfday morning met at fix o'clock-brother Payne prayed-fome 
time was fpent in relating our experiences as cbri!lians and as minilters 
during the ]aft year-adjourned-and returned again at half pafl: nine­
fettlecl the buli:1ds of the affuciati on-fund-read tlte circular l~tter, whicll 
l1ad this year been drawn up and fent by brother Hall, len. 

N. B. Our dear friend Mr. Hall, fen. wa$ this year abfent on account of 
af!liClion. \Ve hope all that kn ow him will not fo rget to pray for the pro­
longing of his years, and ufefulnefs in the churches.-The moderator 
d oled the afiociation with prayer, 
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Slate of the cl:urchcs fince tbe lajl aJfociatflm. 

~
Upon a profeffion of faith -

At1ded P,y letters <•f recommendation 
Rdiured after exclulion -

5 By de~rh - -
Diminilhecl J Bv exclulion --

'-By dJ{rnitfion to other churches 

Increafe 

Refolved to continue the monthly prayer-meetings. 

lt6 
11. 

3 
-11t 

'L'j 
l'J. 

IO 

-4-9 

8z. 

The next affociation to be held at Sp:1lding, in \\'hitfun-week. Brethre11 
l"t>wlmer and Fuiler to preach-m cafe vf !allure, brother Hall, fen. 

0 Put up at the George Inn. 

A New Edition of the Sddlion of Hymns, pub!ifhed by the Re\•, Mr. 
RiJ>Pozi, as an Arpen:lix t:• Dr. Watts's PDdms and Hymns, is now printed, 
Price 2.S. 6d. 3s. or jS. G.l.--Apply to Mr. Rippon or Mr. I<.y:and. 

Shortly will he re-pnhlifhed, /J;• bmb!e Attdmpt tv promote explicit Agrce­
r;wzt and 'Viji/J!e U11iNz of Cod'; Pecple m extraordinary Pra)'f1' jor the Re·vi·val 
rj' Relr~~tan, &c. writte11 bv thot eminent Servant ot God, the h:e Pnf:,;cnt 
l.DWAr..ns, d New-E:1ghnd; and lirft pr!ntcd iil 1747, but never yet 
Jlllhlifhed in Europe. The p, ice will be 9tl. f(:;,•ed.--Apply to Brot!Jer 
Sutcliff, of Olney. 

N. n. Two Vols. of pof!hnmous Sermons by this excellent i.\·1an, are no,., 
in the P•tls in ~cotl!nd, copied hom his M.1nufcripts by hii Son the 
preftnt Dr. Etjwards, of .NN.vba'VeH1 in Conlielliact. 

Lately w3s puhliU1ed, 'The Law mt againJitbe Promifes. of Cod; a Sermon 
tldivertd at the annual Atlociation of the Haptift Minifters and Churches, 
alfcmbl~<l at Leicelter, Ma)· 10, J7S7. By Joh;z Ryland, junior. PubliU1ed 
at the Requcfl: oi the Minil~ers and oth~rs.-Suld by .Bu~kland, Pater­
nof~er-Row, London. Price 6d. 

\ 
Alfo, <J"r,;.;o D~rcourfis·, <!elivered by A. Fuller and J. R)·la11:!, at . the 

Sett:ement of the 1\tv. 1\Jr. Robert Fawkner, in the Paltoral Office over 
the Baptift Church at Thorn, in Bedfordfhire.-Sold alfo by .Bucklnnd. 
p, ice 6J. 

Where may be bad, 

Mr. Fuller's Treatife, entitled, The Gofpel of Chrilt worthy of :11l 
Acceptation :--And his Defer.ce of the fame, in Reply to Mr. Button 
and Mr. Dan Taylor. Price rs. 6d. each. 
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