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and CLOSET RELIGION, .. ~ .~·~~ , 
~ CONSIDERED IN A 

CIRCULAR LETTER 
FROM THE 

BAPTIST MINISTERS and MESSENGERS, 
Alfembled at LucEsTEn, May 29, 30, and 31, 1787. 

Maintaining the important Doarines of three equal Perfons in the 
Godhead ; eternal and _perfonal Eleaion; original Sin; particular 
Redemption; free Juilification by the imputed Righteoufnefs ofChrift; 
efficacious Grace in Regeneration; the final Perfeverance of the Saints; 
and the Independency, or congregational Order of the Churches of 
Chrill inviolably. 

To the feveral Churches they reprefent, or have received Letters 
from, meeting at Codnor, Sutton-Aihfield, Nottingham, Sheepf­
head, Leicefter, Sutton-in-the-Elms, Arnfby, Clip!lone, Oakham, 
Gretton, Spalding, Soham, Kettering, Waldgrave, Moulton, 
Guilfborough, Northampton, Road, Carlton, Olney, Thorn, 
and St. Alban's. 

Grace be unto you, and Peace from God our Father, and from the Lorcl 

Dear !Jrethren I 
Jefus Chrift. 

W ITH gratitude to our indulgent God, we inform you of our being 
favoured with another annual interview, and with fuch graciuus 

tokens of hi5 pre fence as have rendered the feafon in fome degree plealing 
and profitable. The letters from the churches were attended to with fuch 
fenfations as the different fubjefu were calculated to promote, While we 
mourn over the moral defeas particularly in fome, we are very thankful 
that em;ouraging accounts were tranfmitted to us from moll: of the churches. 
The means of grace are in general well attended, and in various places 
evidently bleffed. Several churches which were deil.itute, are now happily 
provided with minillers and paftors. The blefiing of peace is enjoyed in 
our refpe8:ive congregations as extenjively as we ever remember it to have 
been. And in the doorines of rich grace and the intereft of true holinefs, 
there appears a general and cordial union. 

For the be!lowment, continuance and increafe of fuch bleffings, we 
truft you will unite with us in prayer and praife. Confider, dear brethren. 
that genuine dependance on the Lord is infeparably connetted with a clofe 
confcientious attendance upon him. It is for the promoting of your faitil 
and joy, which 01re fo inumately conneaed with a diligent waiting upon 
God, in all the means of his appointment, that we once more crave your 
moft ferious attention to our united epifile. 

You have been addrelred for a ferics of years with great plainnefs of 
fpeech, on many precious and important branches of religion. Thef" 
Je,ters have been lhe refult of our j oint concern to rromole in you an 
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•niverfal conformity to tbe whole will of God; and knowing the tendency 
of divine truth in the hands of the Holy Spirit to produce fuch con­
formity, we have attempted in our annual letters to illufirate, confirm and 
improve, feveral of the facred tru hs of the gofpel. ln purfuance of the 
fame end, we !hall this year lay before you the nature and importance of 
fam ily and clqfet religiolf. Lafi year we addreffed you upon the authority 
and fanctification of the Lord's day, which related ~hielly to public 
wor!hip; this year we would turn your attention to that which is more 
private, but of equal importance. 

Religion ought to be the main bufinefs of our lives; and religion in the 
family and the clofet makes a confiderable part of the chrillian life. It 
is here, if any where, that the true chrillian will be dil1ingui!hed from 
others, While many content themfelves with fuch public exercifes as fall 
under the eye of the multitude, the language of his heart is, As for me~ 
•nd my houfe, w.e will Jerve the lord. 

We are not without painful apprehenfions that thefe duties are not fo 
generally and uniformly regarded as they ought. Many wholly defpifc 
and totally neglect them, as accounting them unfaJhionable and 
puritanical; -and others who more particularly profefs to be the followera 
cf Chrifi, though they may not lay them wholly afide, yet, we are afraid, 
give them but a very negligent and fuperficial attendance. 'Fhefe thing$ 
wear a melancholy afpect, and mull give pain to every pious heart. But. 
brethren, we hope better things of you, though we thus fpeak; yet with· 
cur hope you will allow us to exercife a godly jealoufy over you. To fay 
the leall, you lind your temptations, difficulties, and difcouragements in the 
exercife of thefe duties ; a word of caution, direction and encouragement. 
therefore, cannot be unfeafonable. 

FAMILy R I;L 1 G 10 N includes not merely a Jingle aa of devotion, but 
extends to the feveral duties whi~h devolve upon us as the heads of fuch 
colleB.ive bodies. Its exercifes might perhaps be rendered more 
pleafureable and advantageous by confidering its dilferent branches, and 
fo managing our alfairs as to give each branch its proper place. 
Catechizing and privately inlhucting at feafonable opportunities, \ve 
prefume, would be but fulfilling the truft we owe to our domefiics. 
l gnorance, prejudice and pride, are the attendants of human nature; all 
concur to render inftruaion neceffary. Inform them of their condition 
as fallen creatures, the impoffibility of enjoying God in fuch circumfiances; 
with the neceffity of a divine thange in heart and life; inttruct them alfo 
in the riches and freenefs of the grace of Chrift, and his fufficiency and 
fuitablenefs to perfons in their circumfiances ! 

Reading fome part of the holy fcriptures Jhould likewife be an ordinary 
p art of our famil y worfl1ip. We wi!h you, brethren, not only to fearch 
the fcriptures daily for yourfelves, but to read th~, or caufe them to be 
read in your families; and that con!lantly and carefully. There is no 
inftruction like that which is derived from the word of God. It was of 
vld enjoined Ifrael, faying, Yt jha/1 lay up theft n:Y <words in yottr heart, 
.and in your Jou/;_-and ye foal/ teach them yoiU" children, .Jpeakhtg o.f them 
•when thou Jrtte.ft in thim hou[e, a11d when thou walklji 6y the ~"a)' • wbm 
t hou licfl down, and when t hou rifcfl up. It is recorded to the honour, it 
fuould feem, of Eunice the mother of Timothy, that f rom a child he had 
lw;wn the holy ftripturet .* 

A t proper feafons i t might affi fl our devotion, a nd keep up a greater 

• De11t, xi , t8, I9• z Tim, iii, 15. 
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\'ariety in our worlhip, to /ing a few verfes of a pfalm or hymn. Such a 
pratlice, where it may comport with family circumtlances, and can be 
condutl~d with order and regularity, may be of an enlivening tendency; 
but where it is otherwife, it is better omitted, as it would add neither 
folemnity nor fweemef.~ to our worlhip.t 

At ;til events. attend to family prayer; let not this he omitted on any 
avoidable account whatever. Let it be regular and confiant; and this, we ap­
prehend, it C<lnnot be, unlefs it be daily. Chrift taught his difciples to pray 
for fpiritual blellings as often as they prayed for theirdai/y bread .t On many 
accounts it is fuitable to begin and end the day with prayer; in the morn .. 
ing to acknowledge God's watchful care through the night, to intreat his 
prefence and blelling through the enfuing day; and at evening to ·adore 
him for the bounties of the paft day, to bewail our imperfetlions, plead 
his dil;'ine prornifes, and commit all our concerns into his hanqs. Prayer 
is the key, which in the morning opens to us the rreafures of God'a 
mercy, and in the evening 1huts us up, as it were, under his protetlio11 
and fafeguard. 

It is difficult to give particular diretlions refpecring the moll: proper 
mode of condq.."ling this fervice. Your Clrcumftances and occupations are 
!o various, that perhaps no determinate rule could be given to which all 
families could accede. We can only fay, therefore, in general, brethren, 
that fuch a feafon lhould be chofen as is leaft liable to interruption ; and 
when all, or moll: of your domeftics can attend Beware elpecially of 
putting off the fervice too long, left the world engrofs thofe thoughts that 
fuould be otherwife employed. If the mind is once keenly fet on worldly 
concerns, it will exceedingly damp and deaden the heart to holy duties. 
As earth call: upon the lire puts it out; fo the world, when it fpreads ·over 
the afFetlions, muft ftrangely damp that holy flame that lhould afcend up 
to heaven in our facrifices. Yoll know, brethren, it is not eafy to rife 
under a heavy load; nor to fummon the foul in a moment from the \l'Or!d, 
to attend upon God wirh becoming folemniry and fpirituality. Go& 
require~. and is wortiy of the firft-fruits of our time, attention, and 
afFetlions. Never let us offer him the lame and the blind in our facrifices; 
but go when we can wait upon him with moll freedom of fpirit. 

At evening ~s well as morning prayer, late fervices lhould as much as 
poffible be avoided. flow unfit are we for the wodhip of God when our 
animal frame is nearly exhaufted, and our fenfes in a fort locked up; 
with what pleafure c.tn we reflea upon tho.e fervices in which the bodies 
of at lealt fome in the family, even while profirate before the Lord, have 
been overcome with drowfinefs! 

If you read a parr of God's word, or fing, as well as pray in your 
families, care lhould be taken that you do not run to an inconvenient 
length. We apprehend that fome good people have protraCted their 
prayers far beyond rhe bounds of prudence; a~ they not only weary and 
difgu!1 many of their domefl:ics, and fo render the fervice irkrome; but 
Iikewile go beyond the fervour of their own arredions. Hence it is that 
a difagreeable languor, and unpleafing tautology are generally the at­
tendants of fuch lervices. We wilh you, brethreu, to be more parti"Cular 

with 

t We would here recommend a SdeElion of Hymns lately publiOled by our brother 
Rippon of L o,dun, which is not defigned ro f<r an de the Pfalms and H) m11s of Dr. 
W;nts, which are fo Kenerally ufed and fo julfy elteemerl in our churchtl hut to ferve 
liS an .Appmdix to ti1em, on which account none of his ~(alms anrl hymn• are included 
in this le:taicn, but a !(reat variety ot the belt hymns frorn a number of ether autber>, 
witb many originals never before publi!hed, Z Matt. vi. 9"13 • 
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~vith refpea to tbe folemnity and fpirituality of your devotions, than th~ 
length to VJhich they !hall be extended. 

Confider yourfelves as prophets and priells in your refpeCl:ive families: 
-As prophets, give them inllruCl:ion, rebuke, exhort, admonifh ; be not 
indifFerent to immoralities i'n fervants, for if let alone, they may bring 
your children to ruin. Read the 1011t pfalm ripon this fubjeCl:; it is an 
exceilent pfalm upon family government.-As priefis, colleCt the offerings, 
the guilt, the mileries, the neceffities of your families, and prefent them 
before the Lord. When you approach the throne of grace, think witn 
l10ly Job, It may be, that my Jons, or flr'VmztJ ha'Ve .finned againjl the 
Lord-It may be fame of them never pray for themfelves. Make thofe 
cafes your own which once were your own! While you have a God to 
go to, fay with Samuel, God forbid tbat I Jhould .fin againjl the Lord, in 
"Cea.fing to pray for you /-While you are thus prefenting the offerings of 
your families, take ehcouragement from the many great and precious 
promifes, the purport of all which, is, that God ne'Ver foid to the feed o.f 
:Jacob, feek ye my face hz <vahz. Keep your eye alfo upon the blood of 
iprinkling; never forget your great high-prieft, through whofe inter­
ceffion all your prayers are accepted, and all Jehovah's promifes fulfilled. 

VI/J1ile we recommend a diligent, regula!·, and conftant attention to the 
religion of the family, we wifh you, brethren, not to forget that of the 
cLcrsET. By dofet religion is intended thofe tranfattions which take 
place between God and our own foul> in private. To this exercife our 
Lord counfds his difciples, faying, Enter thy clofit, and 'When thotl haft 
jhut thy dorr, pray to thy Father who is in fecret, and thy Father who feet!~ 
in fecret foal! reward thee openly." If this is neglected, our fouls can never 
profper; and furely we would not wilh to wat.ch over our families, as over 
the vineyard cf others, and at the fame time negleCt our own. 

The great end of clofet 4evotion is the exercife of grace in one's own 
foul, to which end it feems better adapted than the more puUic devotions 
of the family. CJ;I:Jere we are under a kind of neceffity to feek out accept­
able words, and to exercile our gifts, feeing what is done is not only for 
our owh profit, but as well for the edification of others; but bere we may 
exprefs our de/ires even in g·roans <tuhich cannot be uttered. Provided that 
our fpirits are but reverel1t, it matters not though the connexicn of words 
be broken and incoherent'. Yes, here we may pray, and paufe, reflect and 
pray again. There are various perfonal concerns which we cannot ex­
prefs with fi·eedotn be'ore any creature; bztternejfes which our ow1z.bearts 
o;.IJ' know, and n:·ntt know; but here we may pour ou: our whole foul! 
We may confefs OL'i· brutilh ignorance, without fear of being upbraided;. 
bew!!il our moil: f..:cret fins without danger of being expofed; in a word, 
we rnny cnrry our burdens, whate\'er they be, and caQ: them upon tht: 
Lord, nnd End rcfl to our fouls. 

Let us, in -the next place, point out to you 1 dear brethren, the import­
ance of the duties, the nat•uc and manner of conducting which we have 
attempt(d to c--.~ plain. .F<1mily religion is both ancient and honourable; 
and is a dury incumbent upon all heads of families, (except fuch as labour 
under natural inabiLty) and that .from the '1Je1y uature of things. \Ve 
might challenge the molt irreverent and fneering deiilto prove any thing 
i"ITttional or unwortbv of a man in any of thefe facred devotions. Yea, 
l'e m nil not only titk~ leave of chriHiat;ity, but of rationality and common 
~~mf.: ere he can vindicate himf-elf in the nt>gleCl: of them. Ht may ,.,fled 

to 
• Matt. vi. 6, 
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to !a11gh at fuch exercifes as the attendants of fanaticifm, the effeth of ftt. 
perftious zeal, or low prejudices, or as making an oft, ntatious and needlefs 
parade; but all this is agamfl his own confcience, and merely for the pur· 
pofe of keeping himfelf in countenanct; in iniquity. Let him ocly put off 
the buffoon and aifume the man, and one might afk him a few fuch qu ef­
tions as the following;- What can be rn0re becoming a dependent./lote th;.n 
to pay our united homage to the author of our being, and the fupreme 
goverllor of the world l Can any thing more fignilicant!y befpeak an 
ingeuuous temper, or adminiller a greater fatis!aftion to our molt refined 
feeiings, than the exercifes of penitential devotion ? Can there l>e a more 
lublime pleafure, or a more ad'Vantageour emplo;•, than to comempla te the 
fource of all excellencies, and unbolom our fouls before him who feels 
for us, and fays, Cajlthy burdm upo1zme? Ar~ no acknowledgements due 
to the divine Being from us as creatures? Have we no farther n. t!d of hu 
proteCting care; no more occafion for the bld!ings of his goodnefs r 

Perfons of the above defcription, whenever they think proper co intro­
duce the divine Being imo their difcourfe, love to fpeak of him merely a£ 
the Father o.f his creatures. We might afk then, is it unworthy of the cha­
raCter of children to prefent themfelves before a parent, to expre ls their 
wants _and commit themfelves to his proteClion? yea, and if they have 
ofrended him, is it a mean thing to acknowledge that ofFence, and implure 
forgivenefs! rather, is ic not a mean thing, and the mark of a v~gabond 
fpirit, when we have ofFended God, to fly from him, and try to forget 
our wretchednefs by wallowing in the mire of fwfual and fordid gratdi. 
cations! King David, upon his dying bed, gave this charge to his fon 
Solomon, fgothJway o.fal/tbtearth;-SHEW THYSELF A MAN;­

kuptbe chargtof the Lordthy God, to walk in bis ~..vays, tokeephisjlatutcs0 
..znd his commandments!" 

That avowed libertines fhould negleCt thefe duties, however, is no 
wonder; communion with God would not fuit or confilt with their courfe 
of life; but that any who profe!s to fear God, and to expect f~lvation by 
the Lord Jefus Chrill, thould Jive in fuch negleCt, is 1\r:..nge indeed. It 
feems there have been char<.Clers in the wor!J who have made great pro­
fdiion of religion, have given contlant attendance at the puhlic worfhip 
of God, and have appeared co entertain no doubts whatever of the {afcty 
of their own fiate, who neverthelcfs have lived in the habitual omifiion of 
thefe duties; and that under a pretence th:!t they lead to pbarifaical pride. 
We hope, dear brethren, that fuch notions and fuch praCtices are far from. 
you! It mu!t be very difficult to account for fuch perfons being full of 
Jove to God, and yet to have none for the fouls of their children and de­
pendants; or for their great regard to the gofpel while they are cnemie! 
to the law, which enjoins us to love our neighbour as oUJfelves. Beiides. 
who moft refembles the proud pharifee; he whofe religion is merely in 
public, where he is ftm ofmesr, or he who carries his religion horne to his: 
family, and his clofet? charaClns of the above defcription are not lo muclt 
to be rea{oned with, as rebuked and ihunned, that they r.nay be aihamed. 

The importance of family and lecret religion appears in vari'ous points 
of light; as it refers tO God, oll'je/.ves or otf;ers. As it refers to God , if 
ever we glorify his name to any purpole, it muO: be in domeO.ic life. 
SpeCtators will judge of our religion, not (o much by what we f~y abroad 
as by what we do at home. Even our public conduCt will have but li tt le 
tt:.n<kncy to glorify God, if co'l:radiftcd by private irregulari ty. \Vife 

• I Kings ii. z, 3· 
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rnen generally make this obfervation, If you would know a man's true cha­
;raEtcr, fay they, fee what he is in fecret, in domeftic life, when the eye of 
the world is not upon him. 

Farther, it~ importance appears as it refers to Durfilves. There is not 
only a clofe connexion between one duty and another, but as well between 
one bleffing and another. The public worJhip of God can never be pro­
perly enjoyed as a privilege, any more than performed as a duty, but ia 
conjunction with family religion; and family religion can never be carried 
on to any good purpofe, without a clofe walking with God in private. 
The exerciles of the clofet, in a particular manner, are fubfervient to our 
fouls profperity. It is here, if at all, that we carry on a kind of commerce 

" . with lieaven; that we deal with Chrift for golti tried ill the fire, that 'tlle may 
!Je rich, for white raiment that we may be cloathed, and for eye-j"ai<Ve that 
4Wt may foe. If this commerce fail, we Jhall indeed be poor, and wretched, 
and mifirable, and Mind, and naked !• It was before obferved, that there 
are a variety of perfonal concerns which we cannot exprcfs before any 
creature; if then we omit clofet exercifes, thofe concerns mull:, of courfe, 
come to an ill itfue. If, for inftance, we have contracted guilt in our 
confcien1:es, this will wear out of mind by degrees, inftead of being la­
mented before God, and brought to the Saviour's crofs ; and if fo, the 
matter is not yet done with ; God has yet a controverfy with us :-Or if 
any particular troubie lies upon us, it will wear off in time; but it will 
leave us worfe than it found us. Tro11bles are firly called temptations, 
they tend to difcover either our graces or corruptions ; but we have no 
reaton to expect a difcovery of the former, except, like Hezekiah, we 
jpread them hejore the Lord. , 

As the religion of the clofet profits our fouls, and fits us for the duties 
of the family, fo that of the family fits us for the more pnblic wor!hip of 
God in the church. The one is a fort of preparative for the other. It is 
that to our fplrits which rain is to the ground for the reception of the feed. 
The repetirion of it a!fo, on our return, tends to preferve a favor in our 
fpirits of what we luve been hearing. It is thus, that, as the good ground, 
we rerei·ve the fled of the word, and bring forth fi·uit 'lVilh patimce. 

Farther, The duties of which we have been {peaking alfett not only 
ourfelves, but othas. Family religion is, generally {peaking, a bleffing 
to thofe who are infiructed by it, and to fociety at large. Children are 
hereby taught to reverence religion; and being taught the good and the 
right way, are not fo readily drawn afide into pernicious errors, and can­
not, at to eafy a rate, indulge themfelves in grofs immoralities. Thefe, to 
fay the leafi, are the effects of a godly education. On thefe accounts, the 
community at large have a claim upon parents. A family is the firft fo­
ciety, and a fcminary to all the reft. The whole commonwealth is made 
up of lingle perfons in divers relations. Towns, c.ongregations, cities and 
countries, are all made up out of feveral families. To principle and in­
firuCl them, therefore, is the way to make good magillrates, good fubjeCls, 
good hufbands, good wives, good mafters, good fervants, and good neigh­
bours. Loyalty to our king, and love to our country, cannot be better 
manifefied than by a clofe attention to family government. On this 
ground, and nothing lhort of it, we may hope for their future refpeClability. 

But we need not bound our expectations here; how many thoufands 
have received impreffions from their education which have never left them 
till they have itfued in real converfion. Let us aim not merely at their 
t:ivilizalion, but at their falvation. Real piety is frequently known to 

• Rev. iii. 17, J3, continue 
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~ontinue in a long {ucceffion in families; and it is a Well-known faa, tTtat 
religious families are nurferies for the church. Though no one is born 
again of hlood, any more than of the will of man; and though the childretl 
of the godly are intitled to no peculiar privilege that we know of on ac~ 
~ount of their defcent; yet they enjoy a religious education : an d why 
may we not fuppofe that the number of the truly godly from 1uch fami lies, 
exceeding thole of others, is owing to the bJeffiog with which God is 
pleafed to crown the prayers and mllruction~ of the parents r 1t is thus 
that we account for a fact very nearly re!embling it. We ufual ly fee i 11 
thofe towns and villages where the means of grace are fupporced, many 
more fouls converted to God, than in thofe where it is otherwi{e; but do 
we thence conclude that thofe favoured places mull be in titled to feme pe­
culiar privileges? rather, do we not -impute it to God's gracioufly bleffing 
the means of his own appointment? If God puts more honour upon one 
family than others, it is ufually, though not always, upon fuch who are 
molt eminent in thefe duties. Of Abraham, who was fo peculiarly fa~ 
voured, and of whom fo much is faid in ref pea of his defcendants, it is 
witneffed, I know bim that be wid commana bis children, and bis hou;thoU 
lifter him, tmd zbey jha/J Imp tht way of the Lord. • 

Though public wo:lhip lhould be at _all. events attended to; yet during 
the tender age of childhood, perhaps It 1s not fo much from public as 
from private in!l:ruction that we are to hope for our children's converfion. 
The public miniilry of the wora is feldom at that period of li fe fo adapted 
to their capacities as inll.ructions which are given them on purpofe.-Or. 
fuppofe the inllniB.ions, warnings, and counfels of the pulpit, lhould be 
of ufe to them, t1ill they need to be feconded by others in private. Let 
liS intreat you, brethren, as you value the true interell of the dcarell: 
parts of yourfelves, help us in this good work! When death' makes 
breaches in the churches, to your famil.es we look, in hope of feeing the 
vacancies fupplied! Permit us to repeat the thought, confider your 
families as the churches nurferies; and fee that the young plantations are 
110t neglected ! 

Only view your labours as fucceeded of God for good; think what joy 
it mull afford to have children and fervants born agJin in your houfe! 
With what fatisfaction will you leave the world, when you can leave 
behind you fucceffor:1 that know and fear the Lord; fuccefiors, who like 
Solomon to David, !hall enter into your defigns, follow your good 
example, and perhaps far exceed you in piety and ufefulnefs! 

Finally, brethren, hearken to th~ '1.loice of God! Pray wit bout aajing­
praying always, with ALL PRAYER-'l'rain up a chtfd in the way that 
he jhould go, and <when he is old he <ZA.'ill not depart from it-Bring up ;oul" 
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord-] <Zvi/1 pour <Ut my '1./Jratb 
upon the heathen, upon tbe Jamiliu that call not upon my name-Biejfed it 
e-very one that feareth the Lord; that walketh in his ways. For thoujbalt 
eat the labour of thine hands; haPP.Y Jhalt thou be, and it jhall be -well w itb 
thee. 'Thy wife Jha!l be a fruitful '1.line by the fides of thme hou;e; thy 
children like oli'1.le plants round about thy tahle. Behold thus foal/ the ma11 
he 6/ejfed that foareth the Lord. 'l'he Lord foal/ blcjs thee out oj" Zion , anti 
thou }halt fie the good of Jeru/alem all the da)'S of thy life . Yea thou jhalt 
.foe thy cbila'ren's children, and peace upon ljrael! 

Dearly beloved brethren, farewell. The God of love and peact: b= 
with you. Signed in behalf of the affociation, by 

ROBERT HALL, Moderator. 
• Gen. xviii. 19. BREVIA "l'.ES. 
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B R E V I A T E L 
Tuelday evening we met at the ufual hour. Brother Halt, of Arnfby. 

,..as chofen moderator. After tinging and prayer, the letters from the 
churches were read, minutes t;;ken of their contents, and the' opportunity 
C(>lh luded in prayer. 

Wed,eld«y morning, between fix and feven, met for prayer-About ten 
the public mreting began, with tinging and prayer as ufual; after whicll 
a lhurt "tluunt was given of the nature and defign of the affociation­
:Brother Mills, of ~heepfhead, then preached from z Thef iii. 5· And the 
Lord di1 ·efl ;·our /;earls into the lo'Ve of God, and into the patient waiting jiJY 
L"hrtjl. .Brother FlttLher prayed, and brother Gill, of St. Alban's, preached 
frcm z 1 im. ii. '9· Ne'Vo·thelifs, the fouudation of God jlandeth jUI·e, ha'Ving 
this- Jca!, tbe Lord kno'IJ,·etb tbem tbat are his: and let e'Very one that uametb the 
1uzme r;f Chrifl, depm·t jrom imquzty. Brother Sutcliff, ol Olney, cvnclndecl 
in p1ayer.-At fix in the evenmg !T'et again. Brotbtr Fawkner, of Thorn. 
prayed, and brother Ryland, jun. rreached from Gal. iii. zr. Is the far<» thm 
~tgainj1 the p1·omije of Go4? GJd forbzd. For if there had bem a law gi'Ven 
r...,hich could ha'Vt gi'Vell life, q;eri!J rigbteoujnejs fhould ha'Ve been by the law. 
:Brother Spencer concluded in prayer. 

Thurfday morning we met again for prayer, and communicating our 
experience as minilters, fettling the bufinefs of the affociation fund, with 
tome other things. The fubftance of the letter, drawn up by brother 
Hopper, was prefented, and ordered to be printed. About Twelve the 
;ill"ociation was concluded in prayer by the moderator. 

State of the churches fince the lajl a.fliuiatioK. · 

,Added By letters of recommendation 18 
, ~Upon a profeffion of faith - 79 

Reftured after exclufion - z 

~
By death -- - 3~ 

Diminilhed By exclufion - . - s 
By difmiffion to otl1er churches "' 1 9 

-ss 
Increafe 44 

• Of thefe, ten were emhcdicd st Gretton, and are all included in the former ar. 
ticle of " Added by letter, &c." 

Let~ers were received from the church~ at Moulton, and Gretton, in 
Northamptonlhire, and Tborn, in Bedfordfi1ire, requefl:ing admiffion inta 
the allociation, which was cheerfully granted. 

Agreed, r. That the thanks ·of this affociation be given to the Rev. Dr. 
Stenner, for his judicious ferrnons on the parable of the fewer. 

z. That as we are informed of an intended application to parliament for 
an abolition of the fiave trade, we will ufe all lawful means for the pro­
nJOting of fo jult and humane a defign. 

3· That our brother Ryland, jun. be requefted to print his fermon 
delivered on Wednef<lay evenlllg. 

4· That ·the monthly prayer-meetings, for the revival of religion, be 
continued. 

The next alfociation to he at Kettering, on Wednefchy, May zSth, 1788, 
heing a fortnight after Whitfuntide. Brother Ryland and brother Sutchlf 
t'u pn;ach; in ~afe or failtu e, brother Haii.-Put up at the White-Har~. 

F I N ~ S, 

·. 

...... 
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