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PREFACE

The writing of this thesis has helped me to sound the
depths'ef my love and admiration for the Baptist people of
Hawaii among whom I have worked as a missionary of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board since 1949. To them
I am indebted for many a lesson in devotion and humility in
the service of Jesus Christ. Especially am I grateful for
the members of the Kalihi Baptist Church of Honeolulu who
with patience and understanding have received my pastoral
ministry since 1950.

Dr. Maurice J. Anderson, Visiting Professor of
Missiocns, has been a great help to me in the guidance he has
given in this undertaking. I want to thank Dr. Anderson,
Dr. J. C. Pool, and Dr. William A. Mueller, who read the
paper. My wife proved to he a source of strength in this
venture as always and in addition typed the first draft.
Mrs. Leo T. Crismon typed the final coples. Appreeciation is
also expressed to Dr. Viector Koon, Fleld Secretary of the
Hawaiian Mission of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission

Board, for help in locating certain source materials.

Chester R. Young
Louisville, Kentucky
April 7, 1959
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Any institution is shaped and determined to a great
degree by the culture of the reglon in whieh it is set.
Especially is this true in the case of religious organi-
zations. Accordingly it is felt that a study of the history
of the Hawaii Baptist Convention should begin with a eonsid-
eration of the culture of the Hawaiian Islands.

I. THE GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING

Hawaii, an incorporated territory of the United
States of America, is a group of islands situated in the
Pacific Ocean 2,090 miles southwest of San Franciseo. The
major islands are Hawaii, Maui, Oahu, Molokai, Lanai, Nii-
hau, and Kahoolawe., Extending toward the northwest is a
chain of uninhabited islets and to the south are two other
small islands, all of which have been associated by law and
tradition with Hawaii. The total land area is 6,438 square
miles.l

Honolulu, the capital, is a modern city and is one of
the prinecipal seaports of the world.

loren E. Long, "Hawaii,®™ The Encyclopedia Americana
(1958 ed.), XIV, 1.




The island of Hawail comprises nearly two-thirds of
the land area of the Territory. For this reascn it is known
locally as the Big Island. The only active volcanoes are
located on that island. It also has two mountalns nearly
14,000 feet high. One of the world's largest extinct vol-
cances-~Haleakala--is on the island of Maui. On the summit
of Mount Waialeale on Kauai Island is to be found one of the
wettest spots on the globe. There the average annual rain-
fall is about forty feet.?

The climate is mild, neither torrid nor tropical.
There are remarkable differences in rainfall over adjacent
areag. The trade winds persist through practically all the
seasons and over all the islands. The temperature is only
slightly variable throughout the year.3

Sugar has long been the chief product of the islands.
Second in importance is the pineapple industry, a growth of
the twentieth century. The tourist business, as an indus-
try, falls into third place. Livestock, coffee, rice, or-
chids, macadamia nuts, fish, and fruit are other important

2Ralph S. Kuykendall and A, Grove Day, Hawaii: A
History, from Polynesian K;%Edem to American Commonwealth
(New §ork: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1G48), pPpe 3-k.

31vid., p. 4.




produets.h
I1. THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The history of Hawaii can be traced in the coming of
the ethnic groups whieh make these islands their home.
"These islands were among the last habitable spots on earth
to be settled by man. 77

The first men to reach Hawaii were Polynesians from
similar islands in the tropical areas of the Pacific. From
then on they were called Hawailans. "The songs and legends
of Hawaii tell of their travels in great canoes, using the
stars as navigation guides."6 In their new home the Hawailian
people "developed out of their traditional lore a culture
which supported a numerous population and gave answers to
most of their problems.“7

In the complstely modern life of today the native

culture of the Hawaiian is nearly lost and forgatten.s

hWalter F, Frear and I, M. Stainback, "Hawaii,"
Encyclopaedia Britannica (1956 ed.), XI, 267-68.

SEdwin G. Burrows, Hawaiian Americans, an Account of
ing of Japanese Eﬁilese, Polynesian, and American
EﬁIt s (New Haven: Yale University %%Ess, 19L77, P, &-.

6Long, op. git., p. 4.

7Burrows, loc. cit.

8L@ng, op. git., p. 3.



Next to arrive in the islands were Europeans and
their kinsmen, Americans of European descent. The island
people called them ggg;g.g The word means a foreigner or a
person of the white race .10

It was the voyages of Captain James Cook, an English-
man, in the second half of the eighteenth century which were
chiefly responsible for revealing Hawaii, as well as other
areas of the Paeific, to the English-speaking world .11

On his third voyage aeross the Pacifie Captain Cook in
command of the Resolution and the Discovery came upon these
islands. Traveling eastward acress the Pacific from the
Society Islands, which were his first stop, his little
squadron at dawn on January 18, 1778, sighted an island to
the northeast and shortly afterward another island was seen
to the west of it. These were the islands of Oahu and Ka-
uai.l? He named this group the Sandwiech Islands in honor of

9Burrows, loc. cit. The word haole is a common word
in the English spoken in the islands today.

10W4l1iam Allen Neilson (ed.), Webster's New Inter-
national Diectionary of the English age (second edition,
unabridged; Springfield, Massachusetts: G. & C. Merriam
Company, 1948), p. 1136.

1lkenneth Seott Latourette, The Great Century in the
Americas, Australasia, and Africa (VoI.”V of X History of
the Expansion of Christianity. 7 vols.; New York: Harper

and Brothers, IS43), p. .

12Kuykendall and Day, op. eit., p. 1l4i.



the earl of Sandwich, first lord of the British Admiralty.l3

Cook revisited these islands January 17, 1779. He
was killed at Kaawaloa at the hands of the natives on February
14, 1779.1h The Jjournals of Cook's voyages were published and
directed the attention of merchant adventurers and missionaries
to this hitherto unknown region.15

In the time of Cook, Kamehameha, & minor chief, began
his rise to power. By 1810 he had established econtrol over the
islands and had brought into being the Kingdom of Hawaii.l6 He
died in 1819 and the following year there arrived in the islands
the first Protestant mission. It was destined to play an
important part in transforming the culture of Hawaii.l?

The kingdom begun by Kamehameha continued under
native rulers until 1893 when Queen Liliuokalani was deposed
and a provisicnal government was established. The following
year saw the founding of the Republic of Hawaii. On August

13L°ng: ep. E.iﬁ.': Pe L.

147, €, Bliss, vgawaiian Islangs," z%ﬁ Egg Schaff-
Herzog Enc§elo§§%ia of Religious Knowledge {(New ork: Funk
and wagnails, s ¥y .

15Latourette, loc. eit.

e———

161*01181 loe. cit.

- 17The story of this mission will be recounted later
on in Chapter I.



12, 1898, the islands were annexed to the United States as a
territory, pursuant to a request from the legislature of the
republic.ls
On December 7, 1941, the first enemy action of World
War 1II on American territory took place when Japanese planes
bombed and strafed Pearl Harbor, Schofield Barracks, and the
adjoining air fields--all on the island of Oahu.l9
The territory felt the full impact of the war and
responded well. Her people, both in the armed forces
‘and in civililan life, have shown an understanding of
American institutions and a devotion to those insti-
tutions. In a little more than a century Hawail has
developed from an obscure Pacific island port to a
thriving, wealthy territory, important as a great naval
and militery base, and mere particularly, as a soclal
and eeonomie factor in the life of the nation.20
Let us turn back now to recount briefly the racial
groups which followed the eoming of the haole to Hawaii.
The first prineipal immigration from China was in
1852 when three hundred Chinese workers came as plantation
hands. They were from the Canton delta. Others came at
later dates until the peak of Chinese immigration was
reached around 1880. Cantonese Chinese culture has had
substantial representation in the life of the islands ever

since.21

18, bill granting statehood to Hawaii was passed by
the United States Congress on Mareh 12, 1959.

19Long, loc. ecit.
2°Long, ep. cit,, p. 5.
21Burrows, op. git., pp. 5-6.



Laborers from Japan were first imported in 1868. The
immigration from Japan when it got well under way out-
stripped all others. It gontinued until 1924. "By 1900 the
Japanese had become the most numerous ethnie group in the
population of Hawaii and remained so until after Pearl
Harbor . %<2

Another large early importation was that of Portuguese
who came from Madeira and the Agores. Small groups arrived
from various parts of the South Paeific, from Korea, Puerto
Rieo, Spain, and Germany. The latest and next to the largest
was from the Philippines.%>

The number of inhablitants of Hawali had grown from
154,001 4in 19002“ to 499,794 in 1950.25 At the latter date
the ethnic groups in the Territory represented the proportion
of the population set after their names in the following
tabulation:26

221pid., pp. 6-7. By 1950 the Japanese had returned to
this positien. ‘

231bid., p. 7.

2hThe date of the first census in the islands by the
United States,

25Long, op. cit., p. 2.

26pndrew W. Lind, Hawaii's People {Honolulu: University
of Hawaiil Press, 1955),'p. 27.



Race Percentage
Japanese . . . . . 4« ¢ s s o + s o « o 36.9
Caucasian . . ¢« ¢« ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢« ¢« o o« =+ « « « 23,0
Part-HaWaiian - . e » Y ¢« o . * ¥ ¢ . 1[{» .'8
Filipino . . . . . . ¢« ¢« . ¢ « ¢« « « « 12,2
Chinese e s e s e s e e e e e 6.5
Hawaiian . . . . .« ¢ ¢« ¢ 4 ¢ ¢« ¢ & o = 2.5
Puerto Rican . . . ¢« &+ ¢ & ¢ & ¢ ¢ « « 1.9
Korean . . . ¢ ¢ ¢ v ¢ o =« = ¢ s s o = 1.4
Negro « « ¢ o « o o o o 2 ¢ o s o o « o 0.5
All other . . . e & s v s e e s e e s 0.3

III. RELIGIONS

Each raeial group as it has come to Hawaii has
brought its own religion or religions. The result has been
a varied picture of religion.

Rowhere in America can one visit so many different
religiens in the span of a single tour as in Hawaii.
In Honolulu within a radius of less than six miles one
can visit an Hawaiian Helau, a Confucianist or a Taoist
Temple, a Shinto Shrine, a Buddhist Kyokai, a Jewish
Synagogue, a Mormon Tabernacle, a Catholic or an
Episcopalian [sic] Cathedral, a Korean Christian Church
founded by Syngman Rhee, and syhar Protestant churches
of over thirty denominations.

With varying degree many of the people have held on to
all or part of their native religion. "Many of the religious
beliefs other than Christian that seem particularly tenacious

in Hawaii are concerned with agrieulture, fishing, and

27Harley H. Zoiﬁler, "Religions at the Crossroads,”™
All About Hawaii, The Hecognized Book of Authenic Information
on Hawail Combined with Thrum's Hawalian Annual and Standard
Guide, ‘ st ed.; Honolulu: The Honolulu Star-Bulletim,
Itd., 1 » P. 131.




healing."zs One anthropologist has found that in Hawail
religion, language, and food habits are the three things
which have "changed more slowly from Hawaiian or Oriental
toward American than most other practices did.n29
religion has a value all its own: the serenity born of
assurance that there is a power strong enough to solve all
problems, dispel all dangers.”BO

Apropo to a study cof the history of the Hawail Baptist
Convention is a brief deseription of the general religious
dimension of its setting.

Hative polytheism. The early Hawaiian people were
conscious of a mysterious power in the world about them,
unseen and little understood. Their ways of worship were
designed to establish proper relationship between this power
and themselves. The gods were personifications of the forces
and elements of nature. As a result there were many; three
of which stood out above all the others: Kane, the god of
light and life; Lono, the god of the harvest; and Ku, the
god of war.31

By 1819 this system of religion with its attendant

zaBurrﬁws, op. e¢it., pp. 9-10.

29;9;2,, p. 9.

301pi4d.

3lguykendall and Day, op. cit., pp. 10-11.
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kapus or restrictions had been overthrown by the king
himself.??

Chrigstianity. The Christian faith was introduced into
the Hawailan Islands in a formal way in 1820 by a mission of
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions,
supported prinecipally by the Congregational churches of New
England. The initial group was composed of two ministers, a
physician, two school teachers, a printer, a farmer, and seven
wives and their ehildren. By 1836 their labors had proved
so fruitful that there began a mass movement into the churches
they had established. Between 1839 and 1841 over ﬁwenty
thousand were received into church membership; or about one-
sixth of the population. After forty-three years of service
the work was turned over to the Hawaiian Evangelical
Association, recently enlarged to include native pastors.

The American Board did not immediately withdraw all help.

It continued the salaries of some of its former missionaries.
Through 1904 financial grants were made to several
enterprisas.33 In 1957 the Hawaiian Evangelical Aasociation
had 118 places of worship associated with it. There were

32zeig1er, loc. cit.
33Latourette, op. ¢it., pp. 248-51.



15,128 church members.>% It continues to be the largest
Protestant group in the islands.

Roman Catholicism made its appearance in 1827 with
the arrival of three priests. They were refused permanent
residence but remained in Hawaii till 1831 when the government -
provided a ship to take them to California.33 Government
opposition to the Catholic Church was ended in 1839 by the
intervention of the French navy. The cathedral in Honolulu
was dedicated August 15, 1843, when eight hundred Catholics
received Holy Communion.36 This denomination was strengthened
by conversions and by immigrations until in 1900 there were
thirty thousand Catholies.37 At the present there are about
two hundred thousand Catholics in the islands.38 It has
become the largest religious group in Hawaii.

The first Anglican bishop of Honolulu arrived in the

34E. J. Bingle and Kenneth Grubb (eds.), World
Christian Handbook (1957 ed.; London: World Dominicn
Press, 1957), P. 160.

35p1iss, op. cit., p. 17.

36james C. Beissel, "Sandwich Islands, Viecariate
Apostolic of the,” The Catholie Encyelopedia, (New York:
Robert Appleton Company, 1912), IIIE, 455.

3781iss, loe. cit.
BBZeigler, op. E_j.:_t." P 139.



12

islands in 1862 from England. His coming was sponsored by
the Hawailan king. After annexation by the United States
the Anglican diocese established a relationship with the
Protestant Episcopal Chureh.3?

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints sent
its first missionaries in 1850.40

Methodists from the United States began a mission in
1857, which lapsed three years later. In 1905 a new organi-
zation was set up for Methodist activity.“l

Other Christian denominations established mission work
in Hawaii, as is shown by the following listing together with
the year of their l:aeg:i.nnﬁ.ng:"2

Denomination Year
Imtherans . . . . « ¢« « + « +» « = &« « o 1883
Disciples of Christ . . . . . . « . . . 1894
Salvation Army . . . . « « « « « « . . . 189,
Seventh Day Adventists . . . . . . . . . 1895
Jehovah's Witnesses . . . . . . . . . . 1934
Southern Baptist Convention . . . . . . 1940
Church of the Nazarene . . . . . . . . . 1946

39Latourette, op. c¢it., p. 253.
bO1pid., p. 254.
I"llbid .y PPe 25‘*—55 .

b21atourette, op. cit., p. 255; Harley H. Zeigler,
Have You Found Your Chureh’--A Brief Deseription of the
Religious Urganizations Serving in Hawail lﬁonoI u:_ The
Kiwanis Club of Honolulu, I§§§i, PP. 8, 11; Zeigler,
YReligions at the Crossroads," p. 1i.
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Chinese religions. The island-born Chinese have
abandoned the ways of their ancestors. They are either
Christian or agnostic¢. The worshippers at the Chinese
temples are chiefly first generation women. The younger
generations seldom go.43

The Chinese temples are polytheistiec, combining
Tacism, Confucianism, and Buddhism under one roof.

In 1953 the Chinese Buddhist Association of Hawaii
was formed with more than five hundred members, This is the
first effort of Chinese Buddhists to organigze for the
propagation of their faith.®5

Japanese Buddhism. The second largest religious
group in Hawaii is the Japanese Buddhists. T7There are five

principal seets--all of Japan origin--which are active in
the present day post-war revival of Buddhism in Hawaii.
They are shown below together with the year of their formal
beginning of mission activity in the islanda:“é

k3purrows, op. g¢it., p. 76.

tharle i Zei 1eri A Guide-Book(ﬁg‘the Shinto,
Buddhist, Jhinese es of Hawaii (Honolulu: The
FEGEI—h§b of Religion, 1958), p. <29.

kSZeiglar, "Religions at the Crossroads," p. 151.
46Ibid., pp. 153-56.



Sect Year
Jodo . . . e e e s . . 1894
Jodo Shin (Hengangi) e e e e e v e e e . . 1899
Nichiren . . . . e e e s . . . . o . 1902
Zen (Sotﬂ) - - . [ - [ . . » . . » . . L d 1913
Shingon . . . . . . . « e . e s . . . 1917

Of these sects the Jodo Shin has the largest number
of adherents. There are about twenty~-eight thousand
members. This sect "1s a highly organized institution with
a strong missionary bent, and carries on a continuous
campaign to keep the Hawaiian borm within the fold, "7

All organized Japanese Buddhism in Hawaii 1s the
Mahayana or Northern type of Buddhism. 48

Shinto. The naticnal religion of Japan, Shinto,
was brought to Hawail by the immigrant laborers who came to
work on the plantations. The first shrine was not builg
until 1898.49

One of the most influential Shinto shrines in Honolulu
is the Dal Jingu Temple on upper Nuuanu Avenue. There are
four other major shrines and a number of lesser ones in

Honolulu. %

h7Burraws, op. eit., p. 77.

L8zeigler, A Guide-Book to the Shinto, Buddhist,
ese Temples of ﬁawaif, Pe 40.

d

and Chin

591bid., p. 6.
50Ibid., p. 7.
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Shinto has fewer adherents among the island-born
Japanese than does Christianity.sl

Cther Japanese religions. Five other religions

originating from Japan are found in the Territory. Konko-kyo,
introduced into Hawaii in 1915, is a monotheiatic religion
which teaches that God cares for human beings just as a
parent cares for his children. There are six places of
worshlp in the island and about two thousand members.52

The seecond of these religions is Tenri-kyo, which
came to Hawaii in 1918 where it has twenty-three places of
worship. This seet teaches faith healing and regards sin as
dust on the sou1.53

In 1938 another Japanese religion was brought to the
Territory. This was Seicho-no-le, a syncretism of Buddhism,
Shinto, and Christianity.5h

Mrs., Saye Kitamura is the founder of a fourth religion
from Japan. Known as the "Daneing Goddess,™ she visited Hawail
in 1952 to propagate her teachings. Her religion is called

Tensho-kotal-jingu, which is translated "God in her abdomen."5?

5lBurrows, op. cit., p. 78.

527eigler, A Guide-Book to the Shinto, Buddhist, and
Chinese Temples of Hawail, pp. 1l-12.

531vbid., pp. 10-11.
5}‘I‘bidu’ pp. 12"13-
55Ipid., pp. 13-14.
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The Church of World Messlanity, introduced to Hawaii
in 1952; seeks to save man from sickness, poverty, and war.
It was founded in Japan by Jikan Okada who claims to be a
messiah.5%

Judaism. During World War II a Jewish center was
established in Honolulu by the Jewish Welfare Board. From
the group of residents who congregated there to help Jewish
service men there grew Temple Emanu-El, which was chartered
in 1950.77

In the midst of a diverse religicus setting the
Hawaii Baptist Convention finds its home--an ally to some

religious groups and a competitor without cheice to others.

56Ibid., pp. 14-15.
57Zeigler, "Religions at the Crossroads,” p. 150.



CHAPTER II1
BAPTIST BEGINNINGS PRIOR TO THE CONVENTION (1926-1942)

Since Baptist conventions have a peculiar relation-
ship to Baptist churches, the latter must always precede
the former. From 1926 when the first Sunday school was
started to 1942, the year before the organization of the
convention in Hawaii, there extended a peried in which
three churches were constituted and some other Baptist
bodies formed. The principal figure in the establishment
of each of these churches was a person not native to the

Hawalian Islands.
I. CHURCHES ESTABLISHED

The Sunday schoel and ghapel at Wahiawa. In January,
1926, Charles John MbDonald; a British subject, organised
the firast Baptist Sunday schoel in the Hawailan Islands.
It was located in the playground pavilion at Wahlawa, an
inland town on the island of Oahu.t Later MeDonald
described his purpose for starting the Wahiawa Sunday

school :

lyawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1946), p. 36.
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From that date [1926] to this [1940] there has
been a continued effort to establish a strong New
Testament chureh, a friendly church with a vital
message, SO that all the races might worsBip to-
gether in the common language of America.

On the afternoon of the firast Sunday of the school
MeDonald and two other men drove to Wahiawa from Honolulu in
a four-¢ylinder Dodge automobile and "opened the first
permanent interraeial service in the English language."3
McDonald was a businessman and a lay preaeher.4 Among the
early organizers was Daniel Liu, who was later to become
chief of police of the City and County of Honolulu.?

Among the Sunday sc¢hool teachers of the early years
were MecDonald and his wife, C. J. Day, Ethel Chong, Mrs.
Lois Chong Wang, Alvin D, Oyer and his wife, and D. C,
Thomson.

Itsuko Saito, an early attendant at the Sunday school,
who later became executive Secretary of the Hawaii Woman's

Missionary Union, described the importance of this beginning:

24awaiian Baptist Mission, Annual Repert, 1940
((Wahiawa, Hawaii: Hawaiian sap%133'315é$3§?'1§u1%%7 p. 3.

31bid.

byictor Koon, "Hawaii, Mission in," Encyclopedia of
Southern Baptists (Nashville: Broadman Press, I§3§I, 1,7 602.

SNews item in The Hawaii Baptist, May, 1953.
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In [the boys and girls] was awakened the spiritual
hunger that could not be satisfied by the chanting of
Buddhist priests. This small group eaught the
missignary spirit immediately and invited others to
come.

The Sunday school met for a few years in the play-

ground, after which a house on California Avenue was rented.7

In August, 1934, the converts of the Sunday school

were organized into a church ealled the Wayside Baptist
Chapel.8 At this time the Sunday school had twenty members.?
Soon after this a two-story building on Kamehameha Highway
was rented.lo

A pastor by the name of Wooten was called from the

mainland of the United States. He stayed with the church
for a year.ll

The ehurch in 1937 entered upon a new period with the

coming of Park Harris Andersen and his wife. They had been
reappointed May 1, 1937, by the Southern Baptlst Foreign

Mission Board as missionaries to Shanghai. They were unable

6Itsuko Saito, "How the Wahiawa Baptist Chureh Grew,"
Territorial Mission Season of Prayer, Oct. for Churehes
fon

of the Hawailan Baptist Associat {sic] lHono ulu:
I"é-_Ié ion of Baptist Churches of Hawaii, 1943), p. 8.
{Mimeographed. )

7Hawaii Baptist Convention, doc. ecit.

81pid.

9saito, op. cite., P- 9.
104await Baptist Convention, lec. cit.
1l1pi4.



20

tc go to China because of the Japanese War against that
country.l2

Anderson and his wife worked in the Wahiawa church
for a period of seven months, during which time he surveyed
the islands and recommended to the Southern Baptist board
that missionaries be sent to Hawaii. On December 9, 1937,
the board agreed to "lend" missionaries to Hawaii.l3

During 1938 three missionaries of the Central China
Mission of the board--Harold Edward Hall and his wife and
Hattle Stallings--came to work with the Wahiawa church. By
September 23, 1938, these three had returned to China,l4

The last Southern Baptist missionaries to come to
Hawail under the beoard agreement of December, 1937, were
Lonnie E. Blackman and his wife, who arrived October 26,
1938. This couple was destined to stay for twenty yaars.ls
Blackman served the Wahlawa church two years as pastor and
continued in Hawaii as a member of the Southern Baptist
mission after the "lend" period was terminated.16

After the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
decided to establish a mission in Hawaii, Hannah Plowden,

1250uthern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1938 (Nashville:
Southern Baptist Convention, 1938), pp. 185-86.

13Koon, "Hawaii, Mission in," p. 602.

lhHawaii Baptist Convention, loec. eit.; Southern
Baptist Convention, op. cit., pp. 185-86, 199.

1530uthern Baptist Convention, op. cit., p. 199.
16Hawaii Baptist Convention, loec. cit.



21

James D. Belote, and his wife arrived in Honolulu in
October, 1940, to work with the Wahiawa church. Belote
served as pastor for five years.17

With the coming and going of these missionaries the
little church at Wahiawa grew until its membership December
31; 1939, had reached forty-five. At the end of the next
year there were forty-two members. The clerk of the churech
in her annual report explained that the names of twelve
persons who had left the city were dropped from the church
roll. This was the first revision of the roll since the
membership was formed in 193&.18

A lot at the corner of California Avenue and Circle
Drive was purchased and a frame church building was begun in
the fall of 1941. After December 7 the military government
granted permission to continue the construction of the meeting
house, which was dedicated March 15, 1942.19 The total value
of the property was twelve thousand dollars, one-third of

which had been given by the Southern Baptist board.zo

17Ibid.; Southern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1941
(Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, léhI), DPP. y _T9.

184awaiian Baptist Mission, eop. ecit., p. 9.

lgSaito, loc. cit.; Hawail Baptist Convention, loc.
cit.

20yictor Koon, "The Way of Praise in the Islands,”
Annual, 1943 (Nashviile: Southern Baptist Convention, 1943),

4



At the time of the dedication of its firat permanent
home the church had increased its Sunday school enrollment
to over two hundred.2l The previous year the church had
changed its name to the Wahiawa Baptist Chureh and had a
membership of seventy~five.22

So the first Southern Baptist church to be organized
in Hawaii found itself on the eve of the organization of a
territorial convention recently settled in a new house with
a growing membership, & prosperous Sunday school, a Baptist
Training Union, and a Woman's Missionary Society.

The first church in Honmolulu. About 1930 the first
Baptist church in the islands was organized in Honolulu by
R. L. Johnston of Grace Baptist Tabernacle, San Bernadine,
California. Charles J. McDonald and J. C. Ziegler were two
of the original members. At the beginning it was known as
the First Baptist Church. Later in this period its name was
changed to Calvary Baptist Church.?3

After Johnston there was a succession of pastors-—-

2lsaito, loe. cit.
22Koon, "The Way of Praise in the Islands,™ p., 233.

23Edward M. Shipman, "History of the Calvary Baptist
Church,™ Territorial Mission Season of Prayer, Oct., 1943,
for Chnrcﬁes of the Hawalian Baptist Association sic
onolulu: Association of Baptist Churches of Hawall 1943),
p. 9, (Mimnographed ); news item in The Hawaii Baptist,
February, 1948.
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John Marvin Dean, McDonald, A. E, Adams, and Edward M.
Shipman, who was serving at the time of the constitution of
the Hawaii eonvention.<¥

The chureh met first in Kuhie Scheol on South King
Street, then in the Korean mission on Miller Street. Later
it moved to Kaahumanu School on South Beretania Street. In
November, 1934, the church began tc rent a vacant chureh
building at the corner of Pensacola and Kinau Streets. In
1940 this building was purchased for fifty-seven hundred
dollars. By June 12, 1942, the indebtedness had been
liquidated.??

Calvary church was independent at first but in time
came to align itself with the Southern California Baptist
Convention, en affiliate of the Ameriean (then Northern)
Baptist Convention.26

Clivet church. On July 1, 1926, Joseph Gorham

Tyssowski, an attorney and a lay preacher, organized the
Mission Chureh in Honolulu with twenty charter members, He
was the first pastor. In April, 1935, he died while preaching
at the Cahu Prison in Honolulu. Alvin D. Oyer, a lay preacher,

24Ibid., pp. 9-10.
251bid., p. 9.

261pid., p. 10; Hawaii Baptist Convention, op. cit.,
p. 32.
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gserved as pastor for a year and was succeeded by the widow
of Tyssowski. ©She ministered in this capacity until the
chureh voted to become a Baptist chureh.27

Mrs. Alvin D, Oyer, one of the charter members of the

Mission Chureh, deseribed the vision of the chureh in these
words?

God gave to those first members and their pastor a
vision of the need for a churech in that place [1828
Young Street, Homeclulu] which would minister to all
nationalities. They felt that the younger generation
could be won and ministered to through the preaching eof
the Gospel in Enﬁlish, but that the older generation
needed the Gospel in their native tongue. This would
permit the entire family to belong to the same church,
and each member would be ministered to according to his
need. Suﬁa a chureh would be the first of its kind in
Honolulu.

Charles J. McDonald introduced Victor Koon, Charles

A. Leonard, and H. B. Ramsour, Jr.--Southern Baptist
missionaries--to the Mission Chureh. In February, 1941, the
chureh voted to become a Baptist church and named itself
Olivet Baptist Church. Koon was called as pastor.29 There
was twenty-nine charter mambera.Bc

At the annual meeting of the Scouthern Baptist Convention

in 1941 Mrs. Joseph G. Tyssowski was introduced and spoke

27Mrs. Alvin D. Oyer, "Olivet Church Views Progress,"”
The Hawaii Baptist, Mareh, i9h8, p. 1.

281pid.
29Ibid., pe &.

3OHawaii Baptist Convention, op. eit., p. 35.
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briefly concerning the Olivet chureh and its affiliation
with Southern Baptists.31

An independent church of Japanese-speaking Christians
of which Toshio Hirano was the pastor decided in 1941 to
relate itself to Southern Baptists. "They practice only
immersion and hold to the historic beliefs which Baptists
have always held dear."? The group chose the name Grace
Baptist Chureh, but in May, 1942, decided "for the duration®
of the war to become members of the Olivet church. Edwin
Burke Dozier, & Southern Baptist missionary, became the
pastor of this Japanese-speaking congregation.33

By the end of 1941 the membership of the Olivet church
had grown to eighty-six.3%

In these first three Baptist churches in Hawaii--all
on the 1sland of Oahu-~-there was one man common to the
development of each church. He was Charles John McDonald,
the British subject who started the Wahiawa Sunday school
and chureh, who helped to organize the Calvary chureh, and
who introduced Southern Baptists to the predecessor of the
Olivet chureh.

3lsouthern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1941, p. 26.

32y¥ictor Koon, "Walking by Faith in Hawaii," Annual,
1942 (Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1942), p. 235.

33Koon, "The Way of Praise in the Islands,® p. 201.
3bKoon, "Walking by Faith in Hawaii,"™ p. 235.
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II. ORGANIZATIONS FOUMDED

Property-holding gcorporation. Charles John McDonald,
his wife Rebecca Cochrane McDonald; Viector Koon, Edwin Burke
Dozier, James Dalby Belote, Margaret Oda, and Hannah Jane
Plowden, directors of the Hawaiian Baptist Mission; applied
December 17, 1941, to the treasurer of the Territory of
Hawaii for a charter of incorporation.35

This organization had existed as a legal, unincor-
porated entity since about 1937 when Park Harris Anderson
helped to form a trusteeship to hold the title to the
property of the Wahiawa church. The first trustees were
Charles John McDonald, Anderson, C. K. Tom, Ayako Saito, and
Mrs. Rebecca C. McDonald.3®

On September 1; 1941, the Hawailan Mission of the
Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention’
voted to "accept with gratitude the offer of the Hawaiian
Baptist Mission in assuming joint responsibility in admin-
istration" of work and property. Under this arrangement

35Charles J. McDonald et al., "Application for Charter
[for Hawaiian Baptist MissionT," December 17, 194l1.
(Mimeographed. )

36yictor Koon, "Hawaii, Mission in," p. 602.

37The establishment of this body will be related
below. This organization will be referred to in most places
in this thesis bz the shorter, informal name "Southern
Baptist mission,” meaning the one in Hawail, or by the words
the mission."
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the Southern Baptist mission would elect four members of the
board of directors and representatives of local churches
would elect three members. Hawailan Baptist Mission became
the property-holding corporaticn for the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board and for the lecal churches. This plan
was approved by Charles Edward Maddry, the executive secretary
of the board, when he visited in Hawaii in December, 1941.38
Action on the application of the directors of Hawaiian
Baptist Mission for a charter of incorporation came speedily.
It was granted December 22, 1941, by Norman D. Godbold, Jr.,
treasurer of the Territory, with the approval of Governor
J. B. Poindexter.3?

The charter set forth the purpose of the corporation

in this way:

To encourage and promote the doctrines and religious
beliefs as taught and advocated by the members of Baptist
Churches of the Christian faith, and particularly the
churches of the Southern Baptist Convention.40

Power was conferred by the charter upcn the corpo-

ration to "purchase, hold, sell, exchange, mortgage, lease

38Koon, "Hawaii, Misasion in," p. 602.

3%%orman D, Godbold, Jr., "Charter of Incorporation
{of Hawailan Baptist Mission]," December 22, 194l.
(Mimeographed. )

4O1pi4.
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or otherwise dispose of" real and personal property.“l

The charter provided that the membership of the
corporation should be composed of two persons elected from
each recegniged Baptist chureh, mission, educational or social
institution, and hospital; in addition to the appointeass of
the Southern Baptlst Foreign Mission Beoard for work in
Hawaii .42

By the end of 1942 the total value of the property
held by this eleemosynary corporation was fifty thousand
dollars.k3

Southern Baptist mission. The first Southern Baptist

missionaries had been sent to Hawaii by the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board at the request of Charles John McDonald,
who was superintendent of the Hawaiian Baptist Mission. ¥

The board in Richmond, Virginia, began to show
concern about the deployment of its China and Japan mission-

aries as the Sino-Japanese War threatened to lengthen out

klzpid.
42MeDonald et al., loc. cit.
43Koon, "The Way of Praise in the Islands,” p. 203.

bhsouthern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1940 (Nashville:
Southern Baptist Convention, 1940), p. 167.
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and include the United States in the conflict as an enemy
of Japan. The board started to withdraw its Japan and China
staffs.

At its April, 1940, meeting the board voted to send
one of its secretaries to make a careful investigation of
Baptist work in the islands and to report at its Cctober
meeting.“5

M. Theron Rankin, the secretary for the Orient work
of the board, visited Hawail in August. Upon his recom-
mendation the board voted to assume responsibility for
Baptist work there.46

Only two missicnaries~~Lonnie Elwood Blackman and his
wife Gladys Yates Blackman--were in Hawaii when the board
made this de¢ision, but they were soon joined by nine others.
In October Hannah Jane Plowden, James Dalby Belote, and his
wife Martha Bigham Belote arrived. Misz Plowden arrived
October 9 and the Belotes, October 24. In November H. B,
Ramsour, Jr. and his wife Vera Mabel Howard Ramsour stopped
in Honolulu "for a period of work" on their way from Japan

to South America. In December Charles Alexander Leonard, his

L51bid., p. 168.

461, E. Blackman, "Overcoming through Christ in
Hawaii,® Annual, 1941 (Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention,
1941), p. <66. ' \
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wife Evelyn Corbitt Leonard, Vietor Koon, and his wife
Aurora Lee Hargrove Koon arrived from Manchuria.47

These eleven men and women met in Honolulu December
12, 1940, and formed the Hawaiian Mission of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Botard.l'8 Two stations--Honolulu
and Wahiawa--were designated.h9

Among the additions to the young mission in 1941 were
Maude Burke Dozier, Edwin Burke Dozier, and his wife, all of
whom arrived in Honolulu April 19,50 and Malcolm W, Stuart
and his wife Edith Boyd Stuart who landed October 14.51

During July, 1941, Charles A, Leonard, his wife, and
Edwin B. Dozier made a survey of the islands which surround
Oahu and found many opportunities for work.52

Charles E, Maddry, the executive secretary of the
Foreign Mission Board, arrived on Oahu December 3, 1941, to

make a survey "as to the wisdom of further reinforeing the

L7Ibid.; Southern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1941

(Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1941, pp. 26k,
272, 276, 279.

b8yicror Koon, "Hawaii, Mission in," p. 602.
49Blackman, loc. cit.
50victor Koon, "Walking by Faith in Hawaii," p. 234.

, 51southern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1942 (Nashville:
Southern Baptist Convention, 1942), p. 2L2.

52Koon, "Walking by Faith in Hawaii," p. 236.
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Hawaiian Mission."53 He was there when the Japanese attack
on Oahu eame and returned to the mainland of the United

States later in the month. %

Bible sehool. The first institution to be estab-

lished by the Southern Baptist misasion was the Baptist Bible
School of Hawaii. It was opened October 1, 1941. Hannah
Plowden, the first administrator of the school, held the
title of principal.55 At the end of the first session
twelve students were enrolled. The second session began
September 23, 1942, with sixteen students in attendance.56

The purpose of the school was to train pastors and
church iay workers for service in the churches of the
islands.”7?

As the last year before the organiszation of the
convention came to a close in the midst of World War II, the

attitude of the missicnaries is deseribed in the words of

53southern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1941, (Nashville:
Southern Baptist Convention, 1941), p. 198.

5bCharles E. Maddry, Charles E. Madd An Autobiography
(Nashville: Broadman Press, 1955), pp. 127-5é.

55Koon, "Walking by Faith in Hawaii," p. 234.
56Koon, "The Way of Praise in the Islands," p. 202.

57Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1951), p. 33.
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Victor Koon:

Thus 1942 has become history recording a gradual
accumulation of momentum which indicates that we must
o forward. As badly as there is need for buildings

or all the work, a greater necessity is that for
additional workers both missionary and native . . .
We confidently believe that during 1943 there will be
{organized] an association of ehurcheg ineluding at
least one [church] on another island.->8

58Keon, #"The Way of Praise in the Islands,"™ p. 204.



CHAPTER I1iI
THE PERIOD OF FOUNDING {1943-1945)

The United States in December of 1941 had been brought
into war against both Japan and Germany. As 1943--the year
of the founding of the Hawaii Baptist Convention--opened,
military government by the United States Army had been in
existence in Hawali since December 7, 1941. The war with
Japan was now going forward with great speed. Thousands of
service men were pouring into the islands. Thelr presence
in the churches was noticeable by the contribution they were
making to the progress of Baptist mission endeavor.

The coming of Southern Baptist missionaries, the
establishment of a Southern Baptist mission in the Territory,
the alignment of the Wahiawa church and the Mission Church
of Honolulu with Southern Baptists, and the purchase of land
for the churches and the Bible school had set the stage for
the organigation of a territorlial Baptist convention.

« « » All this has helped to put Southern Baptists on

the map in Hawaii and has commanded the attention of the

local people in a way that a slow, plodding progress,
however sincere, could never have done.l

lyrs. L. E. Blackman, "Proclaiming Eternal Good
Tidings in Hawaii," Annual, 1 (Nashville: Southern
Baptist Convention, 15L5), p. 256.
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I. THE ROLE OF THE SQUTHERN BAPTIST MISSION

As would be expected the Hawaiian Mission of the
Southern Baptist Forelgn Mission Board took the initiative
in the establishment of the Hawaii convention.

At a called meeting of the mission on March 25, 1943,
it was

Voted that the male members of the Misaion with

Vietor Koon as Chairman ef the Committee be instructed
to plan for the organigzation of a Baptist Association
of Churches in Hawaii.Z2

The mission and the Bible sc¢hool began to plan for a
Bible conference and a fellowship e¢onference with Baptist
chaplains of the armed forces to be held July 6-16, 1943.
At the end of these conferences would be held the meeting

to organize a Baptist convention in the Territory.3
II. THE ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING

The special mission committee headed by Victor Koon
arranged for the program of the organizational meeting of the
convention. Edwin B, Dozier, a member of the committee, was

the author of the constitution.

2Hawaiian Miasicng Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes," Mareh 25, 1943. (Mimeographed.)

3Blaekman, "Proclaiming Eternal Good Tidings in
Hawaii," p. 261.
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At the close of the Bible conference in the after-
noon of July 12, 1943, twenty-four messengers from five
Baptist churches on the islands of Oahu and Kauai assembled
in Honolulu at the Baptist Bible School of Hawaii. The
churches represented included the three churches which have
already been discussed and two churches which were organized
in 1943.b

Selection of a name. The twenty-four messengers
placed ten names for the new organization before the body
for its consideration. The name chosen was Association of
Baptist Churches of Hawaii.s The use of this name continued,
as will be seen, for only two years.

The name adopted at the organizational meeting
reflected the idea that the association was composed of

churches.

Adoption of a constitution. Edwin B. Dozier, a

former missionary in Japan, had written a constitution which
provided for three officers tc be elected annually--moderator,

clerk, and treasurer. An executive and finance committee

hHawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1946), p. 6. Reference is made
to Appendix A.

5Ibid., pp. 6-7.
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and six other committees, to be chosen each year, completed
the framework of the organization.

The constitution included a statement of faith with
ten sections. This statement of faith would serve as a
basis for fellowship in the association.6

Edward M. Shipman, the pastor of Calvary church,
objected to the part of the statement of falth which stated
that baptism is prerequisite to the Lord's Supper. He could
not approve this statement because Calvary church practiced
fopen Communion.®™ This section of the constitution was
amended and an understanding was reached by which those
churches which practiced "open Communion" might continue
to do so, while those churches which did not hold to this
practice might econtinue as they had in the past.7

The constitution as amended was adopted by the
messengers.

The purpose of the association was given in Article 2
of the constitution:

The purpose of this Association shall be through co-
operative efforts to spread more widely and thoroughly

6[ Association of Baptist Churches of Hawaii], "Con-
stitution and Proposed Changes and Proposed By-Laws of the
Hawaii Baptist Convention,® 1945, pp. l-4. (Mimeographed.)

7Hawaii Baptist Convention, op. cit., p. 7. Reference
is made to Appendix B.
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the Gospel in Hawaii and to the uttermost farts of the
earth by means of personal and mass evangelism, printing
and distribution of literature, a ministry to the sick
and the underprivileged, and through general education;
further the strengthening of our fellowship and the
deepening of the spiritual life of all phases of our
churehes.thgcugh inspirational and other types of
gatherings.
Election of officers and committee chairmen. Edwin
B. Dozier was elected the first moderator of the assoeiation.
Edward M. Shipman and Victor Koon were named to fill the
offices of clerk and treasurer respectively.9
The following committee chairmen were chosen: Mrs.
Charles A. Leonard, Committee on Evangelism and Missions;
Malcolm W, Stuart, Literature and Publicity Committee; Mrs.
C. K. Dozier, Committee on Women's Work; Itsuko Saito,
Baptist Training Union Committee; James D. Belote, Sunday
School Committee; and Harold A, DeGroff, Brotherhood

Committee .10
I1I. CHURCHES ADMITTED TQO AFFILIATION

During the Period of Feounding which covered the years
from 1943 through 1945 two churchea, in addition to the

8[ Association of Baptist Churches of Hawaii], op.
git., p. 1.

9Hawaii Baptist Convention, op. eit., p. 6.
101pid., p. 7.
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original five which participated in the constitution of the
association, were admitted to affilistion.

The five original churches. The churches which
affiliated themselves with the new association in 1943 were
Wahiawa, Olivet, Calvary, Waimea on Kauai Island, and

11 The first three named were discussed

Nuuanu in Honolulu.
in Chapter II. A word about the other two churches will be
given at this point.

The Waimea church had its beginning in 1939 in the
work of Ralph E., Hooper, a Canadian missionary who had served
in Ethiopia. A church developed which took the name of
Missionary Bible Chureh. A Japanese family by the name of
Tamashiro was prominent in the chureh. Later Roy K. Gonder,
a Baptist missionary from Canada, who had worked in China,
helped the young group of Christians.1? oOn April L, 1943,
the churech voted to take the name of the Waimea Baptist
Church. Edwlin B. Dozier was called as the first pastor.

He served until November, 1945, when he was replaced by

Coleman Clarke.13

lllbid LY p‘ 6.

12Hannah Plowden {ed.), "Territorial Mission Season of
Prayer, Oct. %3 for Churches of the Hawaiian Baptist
Association tsic iHonelulu. Association of Baptist Churches
of Hawaii, 1943), p. 15. (Mimeographed.)

13Hawail Baptist Convention, op. cit., p. 37; news
item in The Hawaii Baptist, October, 1948.

~
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Nuuanu Baptist Church, the first in Hawaii to have
Southern Baptist sponsorship and direction from the begin-
ning of its mission stage, was organized April 18, 1943. It
began as the School Street Baptist Mission in October, 1941,
on a street by that name in Honolulu. Lonnie E. Blackman,
his wife, and Alice Huey were the missionary pioneers. In
August, 1942, the mission moved into a tent erected on a
recently-purchased lot at Nuusnu Avenue and Bates Street.
When the church was fermed, Malcolm W, Stuart, who started
serving in the mission in January, 1943, was called as the

first pastor.lh

Two new churches. At the second annual meeting of

the asseociation Koloa Baptist Chureh on Kauai Island was
admitted to affiliation August 25, 1944.l5 This church had
recently assumed the Baptist name. Originally it was known
as Koloa Hawaiian Protestant Churech. BRoy K. Gonder while
serving as its pastor had influenced the church to change
its denominational affiliation, His pastorate ended in
March, 1945.16

lhHawaii Baptist Convention, op. ¢it., pp. 33-34.
151pid., p. 11.

161p3d., p. 33. At the 1947 annual meeting the Koloa
churech requested to be drepgzg from relationship with the
convention (Hawail Baptist vention, Annual, 1947, p. 8).



At the 1945 annual meeting of the association the
Kahului Baptist Chureh on Maui Island was received as an
affiliated chureh.l? It was organized April 22, 1945, and
grew out of a Bible ¢lass started in 1944 by Hannah Plowden.l8
This work was nominally under the sponsorship of the
association.l9 In 1942 and 1943 some contributions to the
Baptist witness on Maul had been made by Chaplain Cecil H.
Woten and Daniel 0ngais.20

During these opening years of the life of the
convention seven churches affiliated themselves with this
territorial bedy. Five of these churches were Southern
Baptist either in origin or by adoption. They have continued
in cooperation with the island convention and with the South-
ern Baptist Convention to the present (April, 1959). Of the
other two churches, Koloa was independent énd'soon after the
Period of Founding terminated its relationship with Baptists.
The other church--Calvary--was early identified with the
Northern (now American) Baptist Convention and has since

withdrawn from fellowship with the Hawaii convention.?!

174awaii Baptist Convention, op. c¢it., p. 17..
18yows item in The Hawaii Baptist, July-August, 1948.

19%1ictor Koon, “Hawaiign [sic]agagiist C%nvsntien,"
Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists (Nashville: Broadman
Fress, fsggi 11,7603

¥ ¥ hd
20Hawaii Baptist Convention, op. cit., p. 25.

2lgince 1956 First (formerly Calvary) Baptist Church
has not cooperated with the Hawaii convention.



IV. AGENCIES OF THE NEW CONVENTION

Book store. At its first annual meeting in 1943 the
association initiated the establishment of a Baptist book
store in Honolulu. A special committee was appointed
October 5, 1943, by the Executive Committee of the association
for the purpose of beginning a book store. The members were
L. E. Blackman, Harold A, DeGroff, and Itsuko Saito.22

The committee went to work right away. The Southerm
Baptist Sunday School Board was asked to open a store in the
islands but replied in the negative. The Executive Committee
of the association designated the proposed book store as the
sole receiplent of the 1943 Territorial Missions Offering--
the first one to be sponsored in the islands. This offering
amounted to $791.50.%3

Lonnie E. Blackman was the first manager of the
store. During his time of service which ended June 1; 1944,
he operated the store with his home as a base. There he
kept the books in a surplus coffin box, left over from the
days following December 7. The total sales in 1943 amounted

22plackman, “Proclaiming Eternal Good Tidings in
Hawaii,® p. 261; Plowden, op. cit., p. 10.

23plowden op. cit., pp. 1, 10; Blackman, "Proclaiming
Eternal Good Tidings in Hawaii," p. 26l. '



to $2,114.75. (A fund of one hundred and sixty dollars from
the mission was used in addition to the Territorial Missions
Offering. )%

The Baptist Book Store was first directed by the
special committee, then by a standing committee called the
Committee for Publication and Publicity, and later by the
Board of Publication and Publiecity.?>

On June 1, 1944, the store was moved to one of the
buildings of QClivet churech, and Victor Koon and Chester R.
Young became manager and assistant manager resapectively. By
July 1, 1945, the net worth of the store had increased to
over three thousand dollars.26 Young assumed the manager~
ship of the store in December, 1945. The sales for the last
year of the Period of Founding (1945) were over twelve
thousand dollars.27 As this period closed the convention

was hoping to secure & location in downtown Honolulu.28

2h1pid.
25Hawaii Baptist Convention, op. e¢it., pp. 17, 47.
261p1d., p. 23.

27Mrs. L. E, Blagkman, "Hawaii Finding the Path to
Peace,"” Annual, 1946 (Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention,
1946), pp. 290-91.

28Through the years this store has prospered and ex-
panded. 1In 1947 the store was moved to a downtown location
in Honolulu. In November, 1958, the convention for the
second time offered to sell the store to the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board.
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Woman's Missionary Union. The Woman's Missionary
Union was organized in a territorial convention August 23,

29

1944. Mrs. C. K, Dozier was elected president. She had

served the previous year as chairman of the Committee on
Women's Work of the associatiﬁn.Bo

Hannah Plowden from January of 1942 to the organi-
zation of the union had performed the work of corresponding
secretary as "the first step toward a territory-wide Woman's
Missionary Union.®"31

At its first meeting the union veoted to observe the
three seasons of prayer as planned by the Southern Baptist
Woman's Missionary Union.3®

A constitution was adopted at the 1945 meeting and
the name "The Woman's Misslonary Union of the Hawaii Baptist

Convention™ was appreved.33

Molokai mission. The first permanent territorial
mission field of the association was the island of Meclokal.

29Hawaii Baptist Convention, op. ¢it., p. 5k.
301bid., p. 7.

3lyietor Koon, "The Way of Praise in the Islands,®
Annual, 1943 (Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1943),

p. 203.
32Hawaii Baptist Convention, op. c¢it., p. 55.

331pi4.



Roy K. Gonder was appointed by the Committee on Evangelism

and Migsions to this field. He began work about the first

of May, 1945. Maurice J. Anderson, chairman of the committee,

reported to the 1945 annual meeting that several converts

had been made on Molokal and & Sunday school had been

organized. There was one baptism the first year.Bh
The budget adopted in 1945 by the association included

an item of twelve hundred dollars for the salary of the

Molokai nissionary.35

V. A NEW NAME AND A REVISED CONSTITUTION

At the annual meeting in 1945 the association changed
its name to Hawaii Baptist Convention. It had been apparent
for some time that the asscoclaticnal title was too long and
unsuited to the function of a territory-wide group.36

Some changes were made in the constitution. The
first type of change involved the renaming of the officers
and committees. The moderator became the president; the

clerk, the recording secretary.37

3hIpid., p. 22; Blackman, "Hawaii Finding the Path to
Peace,” p. 290.

IoHawaii Baptist Convention, op. cit., p. 19.
361pid., p. 18.

37( Association of Baptist Churches of Hawaiil,
92. cit.’ p. 3.
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The second type of change was the addition of some
new elements to the organizational structure. An Executive
Couneil, composed of the general officers and the chairmen
of the committees, boards, departments, and commisions, was
formed.38 This c¢ouncil was designated as "the interim
executive body of the Conventien.”39 A Board of Christian
Edugation and Student Work and a Commission on Social Service
were added.40

By-laws were adopted by the convention for the first
time. They were composed of seven sections. Regulation of
the number of messengers allowed each church, designation of
the statistical and fiscal year, definition of the duties of
of ficers and groups, and provision for three standing
committees of the annual meeting--nomination, resoclutions,
and program and order of business--were the major concerns
of the by-laws. One important change they embodied was the
ineclusion of all missionaries of the 3Scuthern Baptist
mission in the voting body of the convention.hl

381pid., p. &
3%awaii Baptist Convention, op. cit., p. 46.

LO[ pssociation of Baptist Churches of Hawaiil],
lﬁc * Cit -

thawnii Baptist Convention, op. cit., pp. 43-48.
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As the war ended in the Pacifie, the first period in
the history of the convention came to a close. The
convention was a baby of the war. It had been sired by e
mission eomposed of missionaries whom war had displaced
from China, Manchuria, and Japan., How it was ready for a
new peried in which it would be helped along under the super-

vision of its missionary parents.



CHAPTER IV
THE POST-WAR PERIOD OF ADVANCE (1946-195.)

At the end of the Period of Founding each of the
Southern Baptist churches associated with the Hawali Baptist
Convention had a Southern Baptist missionary as pastor.l
The president of the convention elected in 1945 was a mis-
sionary.2 The Post-war Period of Advance (1946-~1954) began
with misslonary personnel in the lead. This pattern con-
tinued for the most part till near the end of the period.

I. INTRODUCTION

Peace returned to the Pacifie with the coming of this
period of expansion and advance. Frior to the war "most of
the Oriental immigrants resisted haole prestige . . . ."

But their Hawaiian~-born children accepted it wholeheartedly,
according toc the view of Edwin Burrows, a cultural anthro-

pologist.3 One of the ways the island-born young person of
Oriental ancestry identified with the haole was to become a

ljawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1946), pp. 51-52.

2Ibid., p. 50.

3Edwin G. Burrows, Hawaiian Americans (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1947), p. 208.
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follower of the Christian religion. Aside from the hunger

and longing for a vital relationship to God and the working
of the Spirit of God in the hearts of the people, this was

one of the important elements in the growth of the churches
and the convention in Hawaii.

Many Hawaii churches became concerned in this period
about the Buddhist youth who attended Sunday school during
World War II and who was torn away from Buddhism but not won
to the Christian faith. Many of these were seen in the
comnunity as persons “spiritually adrift."&

There were those who after the war returned to
Buddhism in response tc a revival which it fostered. The
ending of hostilities resulted in the re-opening of Oriental
temples and shrines which had been closed by the United
States Army. A new form of Buddhism developed among English-
speaking people. It began tc promote Sunday schools and
kindergartens. 3Since it made few moral demands of the

people, many returned to the religion of their parents.5

hHarley H. Zeigler, "Religlons at the Crossroads,"
All About Hawaii, The Recognized Book of Authentic Informa-
tion on Hawali Combined with Thrum's Hawalian /Annual and
Standard Guide, 1st ed.; Honolulu: The Honolulu Star-
Bulletin, Ltd., 1956), p. 136.

Hannah Plowden, "The Hawailan Islands--1947,"
Annual, %255 (Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1948},
p. 111; Carter Morgan, "Hawaii,™ Annual %2&2 (Nashviiie:
Southern Baptist Convention, 15#9), P. 13 .
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In spite of the defection of some war-won children
and the resurgence of Buddhism in post-war Hawaii the work
of Baptist ehurches and missions went on apace. In 1947
H. B. Ramsour, Jr., described this growth:

Beyond question, one of the most inspiring mission
fields in the world today is that of the Hawailan
Islands; and that not because of the beautiful and
romantic setting of the work, but because of the
marvelous response of the people to the gospel. On
every hand and in every specific location of our work,
the numbers of those who come to learn of Jesus Christ
and to follew him far exceeds [gic] our ability to care
for them, either from the standpoint of equipment or
personnel. The Sunday schools of every chureh and
mission station are crowded to capacity and the over-
flows extend to the living rooms, bedrooms, kitehens,
basements, garages of the pastors! hgmes, and out
under the trees of the chureh lawns.

The advance whiech this peried was to bring under the
far-reaching leadership of M. Theron Rankin, the executive
secretary of the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board, was
predicted by Ramsour. He envisioned the doubling of the
work in size and influence within three or four years,
provided both proper equipment and adequate personnel were
available. ". . . nowhere are the returns for mission
investment of either men or money greater than in those

isles of the Pacifie."?

64, B. Ransour, Jr.éo“Progress in the Pacific,"

Annual lggz {Nashville: uthern Baptist Convention, 1947),
ppl II .}' . ’

7Ibid., p. 118.
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Rankin wvisited the Hawaiian Islands in April of 1946
"to confer with the workers in the new field.“8 The writer
remembers his saylng on that visit that "this is just the
sort of atmosphere I like to be in. It is like putting on
a different suit of clothing to come away from Richmond and
to be here.” He had become the executive head of the board
on January 1, 1945, upon the retirement of Charles E,. Maddry.9
Rankin took a personal interest in planning for the advance
of the work in the islands. To him advance meant "a summons
to expansion and enlargement.” He began to use the word while
he was the secretary for the Orient, possibly after having
read Kenneth Scott Latourette's Advance through Storm. He
had made it his watchword. J. B. Weatherspoon says he will
be remembered as the "apostle of advance.”lo
Rankin continued to serve as executive secretary of
the board until his death June 27, 1953. It is interesting
to note that his service in this capacity roughly corres-
ponded to the Post-war Period of Advance in the life of the

Hawaili convention.

8J. B. Weathers . Ran . i
« B, ¥ pocn, M. Theron Rankin, Apostle of
Advance (Nashville: Broadman Fress, 19587, ;."kIZ.

9Charies E. Maddry, Charles E. Maddry, an Auto-
biography (Nashville: Broadman Press, I§§§;: p. 130,

1OWeatherspoon, op. ¢it., pp. 126-27.
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II. THE ROLE OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

At the beginning of the Post-war Period of Advance
in 1946 the Executive Council came into existence as the
successor of the old Executive Committee. At the end of
this period in 1954 it was succeeded by the Executive Board.
The function of the council has already been mentioned.ll
It was the "interim executive body" of the convention. 1In
1952 it was "empowered to act for the Convention ad interim
in all matters not otherwise provided for."12

The council acted as an administrator of the budgetary
and fiscal affairs of the convention. Frem 1946 through
1951, when a budget committee was formed, the council acted
a8 a committee to propose the fiscal budget to the convention
each year.13 The Budget Committee served from 1952 through
1954 when its functions were absorbed by the new Executive
Board set up in that year.lh

The first budget of the convention, totaling three

thousand dollars, was for the fiscal year ending May 31,

11g, ra, p. 45.
124awaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1953), p. I5.

1yawaii Ba - 95 :
ptist Convention, Annual, 1951 (Honolulu:
Hawail Baptist Convention, 1952), ﬁ. 13. ’

yawait Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1955), p. 15.

SOUTHERN RAPTIET
THEOLOGICAL §iyinakY LIBRARY
2825 LEXINGTON EOAD LOUISVILLE 6, KY.
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1946. This budget, proposed by a committee of which Maurice
J. Anderson was chalrman, was adopted at the 1945 annual
meeting. It contained four items, one of which was the
salary of the convention missionary on Melokai., The third
Sunday in August was set as Territorial Missions Day.l5
The convention did not reach its first budget as the
contributions from the churches totaled only a little cver
twenty-three hundred dollars.l6
By the end of this periocd the proposed annual budget
reached $11,807.17
that year (1954) outdistanced the budget by almost four

Budget receipts of the convention for

hundred dollars.18

The convention from time to time instructed the
Executive Council to perform certain tasks. In 1949 it was
asked to incorporate the convention so it would become a
legally corporate body, capable of owning property and trans-
acting other husiness.19 In 1953 the council was authorized

yawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945, p. 19.

164awaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1946 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1947), p. 17.

17Hawail Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 195L), p. 49.

lsﬁawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 39.

. 19Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1950), p. &h.
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to form a foundatien "to receive donations . . . for invest-
ments in legitimate busineas to produce interest to be used
in promoting our educational institutiens.”zo Neither of
these assignments was carried out.

During the years of the existence of the Executive
Couneil (1946-1954) there were three distinct groups which
eomposed the membership of the council: (1) the mission-
aries, (2) other haoles, and (3) island-born persons. In
every year except one (1947) the missionaries occupied a
Plurality of the positions of the council; in every year
except two (1947, 1954), a majority. Places held by island-
born persons increased from none in 1946 to four in 195;.
The missionary maintained a dominant position in the council

through all this periad.zl

III. PROMOTION OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATICN IN THE CHURCHES

Sunday school work. Prior to the Period of Post-war

Advance Sunday school promotion had been carried on by the
old Sunday School Committee which gave place in 1945 to the
Department of Sunday Schools. Thechairman of this committee
had been James D, Belote. His major activities had included

20Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953, p. 2k.
2lpeference 1s made to Table I, pe 54.
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TABLE I

CCMPOSITION OF THE CONVERTION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
AND EXECUTIVE BCARD

Other Island-born

Year Membership Missionaries Haoles* persons

Executive Council
1946 11 7 Y 0
1947 12 5 6 1
1948 11 7 3 1l
1949 12 7 4 1
1950 15 11 2 2
1951 17 10 5 2
1952 19 12 L 3
1953 20 12 L L
1954 17 8 5 [

Executive Board
1955 17 b 6 7
1956 19 5 7k 7
1957 21 5 10 6
1958 22 9 8 5

*Hacles are island residents of Caucaslan descent.

#*%This figure includes one American Negro.

Source: Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;

Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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a Sunday se¢hool conference at the Baptist Bible School of
Hawaii August 16, 1944; a meeting of representatives of
the Sunday schools seven days later; and meetings for Cahu
Sunday school officers and teachers in October, 1944, and
April, 1945.%2

Mrs, Alvin D. Oyer was the first head of the new
Department of Sunday Schoola. Another workers' conference
for Oahu was held at the Olivet church in Honolulu on
February 22, 1946.23

In the summer of 1947 twelve Baptist college students
from the mainland of the United States worked in the churches
in vacation Bible sechools., This program was provided for by
the Student Department of the Scuthern Baptist Sunday School
Board.%¥# Each summer a group of mainland college students
has earried on this kind of work. The growth of vacation
Bible school work has been steady and eontinuous.25 It
proved to be ocne of the best methods of Sunday scheol
enlistment of boys and girls.

In 1948 every church except one had one or more

mission Sunday sehools.26

22Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945, pp. 12, 22.
23Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1946, p. 14.

2hBawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1947 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1948), pp. 1h=15.

25Reference is made to Table II, p. 56.

26Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1949), p. 17.
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TABLE 1II

VACATICN BIBLE SCHOOLS IN THE
CONVENTION CHURCHES

AND MISSIONS
Number of Number of
Year churches schools , School enrollment
1943 5 L 576
194 6 4 682
1945 7 8 862
1946 6 11 - 903
1947 8 17 1,396
1948 8 19 1,580
1949 9 19 2,099
1950 11 20 2,372
1951 13 20 2,489
1952 17 20 2,945
1953 18 17 2,710
1954 17 21 3,020
1955 18 23 3,182
1956 18 22 3,694
1957 19 23 3,749
1958 21 24 4,009

Source: Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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The department sponsored a rally on May 18, 1952,
which resulted in the organization of the Oahu Sunday School
Association.27

In November, 1954, the Territorial Sunday School
Convention was established under the leadership of Paul Gima.
C. K. Tom was elected the superintendent for 1955.28

During this period the enrollment of the Sunday
schools in the churches inecreased from 1,689 to 5,462

members.29

Baptist Training Union work. The first Territorial

Baptist Training Union Convention was held Thanksgiving Day,
1947. Mrs. Bess D. Harrison was elected the director. The
first Intermediate Sword Drill contest was held. Ronald
Nishiyama of the Nuuanu church was the winner.30 The
convention held meetings annually throughout this period.

In 1948 the Young People's Better Speakers' tournament
was held for the first time. Sachio Taira of the Clivet

church was the winner.31

274ews item in The Hawaii Baptist, June, 1952.
281bid., December, 1954,

29Reference is made to Table III, p. 58.
30News item in The Hawaii Baptist, December, 1947.

311bid., December, 1948.
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TABLE III

SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN THE CONVENTION
CHURCHES AND MISSIONS

Number of Number of School Average
Year churches schools enrollment attendance
1943 5 5 869 587
1944 6 5 1,215 826
1945 7 9 1,689 1,147
1946 6 23 2,417
1947 8 22 2,48 1,668
1948 8 19 2,646 1,588
1949 9 22 3,037 1,738
1950 11 20 3,408 2,067
1951 13 24 4,004 2,425
1952 17 20 5, 086
1953 18 21 5,719 3,000
1954 17 22 5,462 3,062
1955 18 2L 6,389 3,673
1956 18 24 7,546 4,006
1957 19 27 7,757 4,110
1958 21 28 7y 1977

Source: Hawall Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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The enrcllment of the Baptist Training Unions in the
churches grew from 376 at the beginning of this period to
1,338 at the close.>?

Woman's Missionary Union work. On August 28, 1947,

Mrs. C. K. Dozier retired from the leadership of Woman's
Missionary Union work in Hawaii after having served four
years.33

Daniel Ongais served as Royal Ambassador secretary
for 1948. Edgar J. Tharp was this officer for two years--
1949 and 1950.3% June 13-18, 1949, J. Ivyloy Bishop, Royal
‘Ambassador secretary for sthe Woman's Missionary Union of the
Southern Baptist Convention, led conferences on RA work at
the summer Bible conference.3’

In 1949 on the recommendation of the Woman's Missionary
Union the convention voted to send the Annie Armstrong
Offering for Home Missions to the Southern Baptist Home
Mission Board instead of using 1t in the islands as had been
decided upon in 1948.36

32Reference is made to Table IV, p. 60.
33Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1947, pp. 41-42.

3hHawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, pp. 37, 40;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1549 (Honolulu: Hawaii
Baptist Convention, 1950), p. 52.

35Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 42.
361bid., p. 36.



TABLE IV
BAPTIST TRAINING UNIONS IN THE CONVENTION
CHURCHES AND MISSIONS

Number of Number of Union
Year churches unions enrollment
1943 5 & 187
1944, 6 g 273
1945 7 376
1946 6 8 417
1947 8 8 516
1948 8 9 590
19L9 9 9 650
1650 11 10 740
1951 13 13 933
1952 17 17 1,170
1953 18 18 1,395
1954 17 16 1,338
1955 18 17 1,640
1956 18 18 1,863
1957 19 21 1,946
1958 21 23 2,348

Source: Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."



The Executive Committee of the woman's union recom-
mended in 1949 to the convention that a survey of the needs
of the islands for the next five years be made. The union
complained of "a lack of a challenging program from the
Convention" as a limitation to the usefulness of the Woman's
Missionary Union in helping the convention.37

Mrs. George R. Martin, the president of the Woman's
Missionary Union of the Southern Baptist Convention, visited
in the islands during the month of June, 1950.38

Itsuko Saito was elected president of the territorial
union in November, 1950. She served in this office for the
last four years of this period. She was the first island-
born person to hold this pesition. 1In 1954 upon the creation
of the office of executive secretary she was elected to fill
this place of 1eadership.39

From the beginning to the end of the Post-war Period
of Advance the enrollment of WMU units in the churches
increased from 502 to 1,431 persons, including women and
children.40

371pid., p. 35.
38News item in The Hawaii Baptist, June, 1950.

-391Ipid., December, 1951; Hawaii Baptist Convention,
Annual, 193k, pp. 54-55.

LOReference is made to Table V, p. 62.



TABLE V

WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNIONS IN THE CONVENTIOH

CHURCHES
Number of Number of
Year churches units Enrcllment
1943 5 10 187
1944, 6 25 354
1945 7 30 502
1946 6 25 387
1947 8 30 430
1948 8 45 589
1949 9 52 Thd
1950 11 5k 875
1951 13 61 -995
1652 17 86 1,337
1953 18 a8 1,394
1954 17 88 1,431
1955 18 75 1,604
1956% 18 107 1,532
1957 19 115 1,545
1958 21 1,795

*From this year on RA enrollment 1s not included.

Source: Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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Baptist Brotherhood work. The first men's brother-

hood in Hawaii had been organized in October of 1939 at
the Wahiawa chureh.4l By the time of the forming of the
Hawaii Baptist Convention this group had disbanded.k?

In 1947 the men of the Olivet chureh organized and
continued for a season.43

Two brotherhoods--at Nuuanu and at Kahului--were in
existence in 1949. The enrollment was thirty—three.h5 By
the end of this period eight churches had units and the
number of men enrolled in them was eighty-two.hs

In November, 1950, the editor of The Hawaij Baptist
posed the question:

Why not have in each church a Royal Ambassador

fnterested in misstonary education for beys?hb

At the annual meeting of the convention in 1950 a

proposal was made that the work of Royal Ambassadors be

removed from Woman's Missionary Union and placed under the

blgouthern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1
(Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 19407, p. 167.

b24awaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945, p. 23.
k3Hawaii Baptist Convention, Aggggl; 1947, p. 17.
bhlawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 55.
h5Reference is made to Table VI; p. 6k.
40ggitorial in The Hawaii Baptist, November, 1950.




TABLE VI

BAPTIST BROTHERHOGDS IN THE CONVENTION

CHURCHES

Number of Number of
Year churches brotherhoods Enrollment
1943 5 0 0
194 6 0 0
1945 7 0 0
1946 6 0 0
1947 8 1 16
1948 8
1949 9 2 33
1950 11 3 26
1951 13 1 20
1952 17 2 L8
1953 18 7 103
1954 17 8 82
1955 18 é 81
1956 18 13 652%
1957 19 1L 558
1958 1 13 4,72

il

*¥RA enrollment is included beginning with thls year.

Source: Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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Commission on Baptist Brotherhood. The plan was not accepted.
However, in 1954 the Woman's Missicnary Union recommended to
the convention that the Department of Baptist Brotherhood
share responsibility for RA work with the WMU for the next
three years. This recommendation was adopted and a joint
committee from the two departments was formed to plan and

carry out RA work on a cooperative basis.h7

Secretary of Religious Education. The position of

Secretary of Religious Education was established by the
convention in the 1948 annual meeting. The Council on
Education and Training presented a report "in regard to the
appointment of Miss Hannah Plowden as Secretary of Education
(sic] and in regard to her duties."™8 Her work was to be
carried out under the direction of the eouncil.49d

That same year the convention adopted a "study award
plan coordinating the study courses for the various edu-
cational agencies of the chureh, such as Sunday school,
Training Union, and Woman's Missionary Union."C Tnis plan
included a "Study Award"™ to be given upon the completion of
the study of a boock on each of the following subjects:

Lk7Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 23.
L8Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 7.
49Ibid., p. 37.

50;9;@,, p. 7.
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(1) prayer, (2) soul-winning or doctrines, (3) stewardship,
(4) WMU, BTU, or Brotherhood methods, (5) Sunday school
methods, and (6) home or foreign missions.5l

In addition an "Advance Study Award" would be given
for the study of books on the following subjects: (1)
prayer, (2) Holy Spirit or doctrines, (3) New Testament,
(4) WMU, Sunday school, or Brotherhood methods, (5) mis-
sionary biography, and (6) home or foreign missions.5?

In the summer of 1949 the Executive Council requested
the Southern Baptist mission to make available the services
of the Secretary of Religious Education for another year.
This request was approved by the mission.?3

The office was continued to good advantage through
this perilod.

IV. CHURCHES ADMITTED TO AFFILIATION

Twelve newly organized churches related themselves to
the convention during the Post-war Period of Advance. The
highest number of churches to be admitted to affiliation in

any one year was four in 1952 near the end of the period.

51l1pid., p. 23.
521bid.

23Hawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes," August 31, 1949. (Mimeographed.)
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In other years none, one, or two churches were admitted. %

With mission sponsorship. Two-thirds of the churches
admitted had been sponsored directly by the Southern Baptist
mission with only a nominal relation to the older churches.
These eight churches were Hilo (later Kinoole), University
Avenue in Honolulun, Waialae in Honolulu, Kaumana Drive in
Hilo, Academy in Honolulu, Kalihi in Honolulu, Kaneohe
(later Pali View), and Wailuku., Each of these churches
except the last one listed had been started as a mission
with a missionary as leader.’? In these seven churches a
missionary served as the first pastor. Of the last named
churech Daniel Ongais, the first minister to be ordained by
a Southern Baptist church in Hawaii, was the organizer and

first pastor.56

With other sponsorhip. Four of the twelve churches

accepted into a status of affiliation with the convention
during this period did not have sponsorship by the mission.
Mt. Zion church in Honolulu was an independent church

composed principally of Negro civilian workers. In 1947 an

Shiiawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1946-195L.
551bid.
56News item in The Hawail Baptist, December, 1952.



unorganised group requested the convention to furnish a
committee to supervise its work and to provide a treasurer.57
On September 5, 1948, the church was organized and the
building was dedicated.’8 At the 1948 annual meeting the
chureh was received "under the watchcare" of the convention.>9
The following year it was admitted to full fellowship.éo
By 1954 this church had ceased to cooperate with the
conVention.61

In 1950 the eonvention received into affiliation the
Kaunakakai church--the preoduct of its own mission labor on
Molokai Island.®® The church was organized November 19,
1950, with thirteen charter members. The work on Molokai
had been under the control of the Board of Evangelism and
Missions of the convention. Following Roy K. Gonder, Jochn
C. MeGraw had led the mission in Kaunakakai since 1946.63

57Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1947, p. 10.
58News item in The Hawail Baptist, August, 1948.

5%Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 9.
6Ohawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 20.

61Hawaii Ba : i ; :
ptist Convention, Annual, 1956 (Honolulu:
Hawaili Baptist Convention, 1957), p. 28.

62 awa1l Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1951), p. 19.

63News item in The Hawaii Baptist, December, 1950;
Ibid., August, 1947.




In 1948 every adult baptized Christian was a Sunday school
teacher except one. 7That year the per capita gift of each
baptized Christian was $158.57.54 The following year this
figure had risen to over $200.65 McGraw resigned from his
connection with the convention and left Hawaii in November,
1950, after four years of work on M;olokai.é6 A tract of
land in Kaunakakai was purchased for a church site in May,
1951.67 Roy Davis was approved by the convention as the
pastor of the church in November, 1951.68

The Molokal work during all this period received a
larger share of convention budget funds than did any other
single project. With the fiscal year of 1953 the convention
began to provide for the full support of the Molockai work
without the use of mission funds as had been the case up
until then.%

In the Waikiki area of Honolulu a mission was spon-

sored by the Olivet church in a rented chureh building. It

Ghyawait Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 28.
85Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 31.
66Hawaii Baptist Convention; éggggl; 1950, pp. 26, 43.
67News item in The Hawaii Baptist, June, 1951.

68Hawail Baptist Convention, Annual, 1951, p. 26.
69Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 38.
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was opened April 16, 1950, with Edwin R. Goodwin as the
leader.’C The Waikiki church was organized October 5, 1952,
with twenty-seven charter members. 71

Soon after the convention had acquired the assembly
grounds at Walanae on Oahu Island, the editor of The Hawaiil

Baptist raised the matter of beginning a mission there:

A misgsion opportunity at Waianae which cannot be

ignored is awalting the response of some interested
Baptist group.

In this small but growing Oahu town the t195 for
beginning a mission Sunday School is at hand.

At Waianae a Sunday school under the sponsorship of
the Wahiawa church was organized January 19, 1951.73 This
fourth c¢hurch with non-mission sponsorship was constituted
February 22, 1953, and A, E. Prince was called to be the
first pastor.75 Admission to convention fellowship came the

following November.75

V. NEW AGENCIES ESTABLISHED

During the Post-war Period of Advance four new

agencies came under the contrcl and care of the conventionw-

70News item in The Hawaii Baptist, April 1950.
71Ibid., October, 1952.

72Editorial in The Hawaii Baptist, May, 1950.
PHawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1951, p. 30.
7hNews item in The Hawaii Baptist, February, 1953.

7olawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953, p. 21.
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other than the educational institutions discussed in Section
VI of this chapter (q. v.). The first two--The Hawaii Baptist

and Camp Puu Kahea--were directly founded by the convention.
The other two--the mission on Lanail Island and the Bible
conference-~were inherited by the convention from the

mission.

The Hawaii Baptist. By aetion of the convention on

August 29, 1947, a paper was established. The Executive
Board was directed "to appoint immediately a staff for a
church paper," and "to give reasonable financial assistance
necessary" for its publication.76

Several events had preceded this move. Joe W, Bailey
at the 1944 annual meeting had moved that the moderator.
appoint "a committee to study the question of starting an
Associational paper, and report to the churches."?/ In 1946
the Board of Publication and Publicity had recommended that
a convention newspaper be est&blished.78 Both of these
moves had been approved by the convention but nothing came
of them until Bailey as editor and Nobuko Saito as secretary
issued a four-page paper in August, 1947. The editor stated

76Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1947, p. 21.
77Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945, p. 13.
78Hawait Baptist Convention, Annual, 1946, pp. 8, 10.



in an editorial:

We sincerely believe that the next progressive step
for churches of Hawaii to take is to publish a paper.
With such a publication all of our widely scattered
churches can be kept up-~to-date on our efforts in the
cause. It will be a bond of fellowship and inspiration
among us that can be found through no other means.

We pray that willing and competent hands may piek up
our modest effort Th; Hawaii Baptist and develop it into
a real church paper.

The Executive Couneil appointed to the staff Lindell’

O. Harris, editor; Josephine Harris, secretary; and Bailey,
business manager. The second issue was published in November,
19h7.8° The paper continued as a monthly publication from
that time on with the exception of 1949 when 1t was issued
bi-mcnthly.al For the first full year of publication the
paper cost the convention $3k5.23;32 for the last year of
this period, $600.83

Chester R. Young succeeded Harris as editor in

November, 19h9,81‘v and he was followed by David W. FPetherbridge

in November, 1952.85

79Editorial in The Hawail Baptist, August, 1947.
80News item in The Hawail Baptist, November, 1947.
8lipid., January-February, 1949.

82Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 16.
83Hawail Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 37.

8kNews item in The Hawaili Baptist, November-December,

1949.
85Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 23.
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In August, 1950, the paper issued its first Week of

Prayer Edition for Territorial Missions.86

Camp Puu Kahea. For some time Hawaii Baptists had
felt the need for their own assembly grounds. Since 1946
they had been renting Camp Kokokahl on the windward side of
Oahu Island for their camps and eonferences.87

Convention President Joe W, Bailey led a movement
beginning in August, 1949, which resulted in the purchase by
the Executive Council of a sixteen-acre estate in Waianae on
the lesward side of Oahu Island. The transaction was com-
pleted in October, the sale price being thirty-one thousand
dollars.88 The purchase of the camp site, the name of which
was Puu Kahea,39 was approved by the 1949 annual meeting.go
A permanent board of trustees was provided for in 1950.91
Camp Puu Kahea was dedicated November 24, 1950,92

86me Hawaii Baptist, August, 1950.
87 Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, p. 35.
88News item in The Hawaii Baptist, September-October,

1949.
89%Hawaiian for "echoing hills."

90Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 24.
9lHawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, p. 25.

921, E. Blackman, "Hawaii," Annual, 122 (Nashville:
Southern Baptist Convention, 1952), Pe
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The convention gave a small section of the camp
grounds to the Walanae church for a building site.9

By 1954 the convention had paid off the indebtedness
on the camp by the use of mission funds. b

Beginning with the season of 1950 all the camps
sponsored by agencies of the convention were shifted to the
Waianae grounds. The use to which the camp has besn put
through the years has demonstrated the wisdom of the

conventicn leaders who initiated the purchase of Puu Kahea.

Bible gonference. On November 23, 1950, the spon-

gorship of the Annual Bible Conference was transferred from
the board of trustees of the Baptist Bible School to the
convention.?5 This eonference had been started in 1943 by
Jjoint action of the mission and the Bible school. It had
continued under the direction of the school.

The conferences for 1943-1945 were held in Honolulu
at the sechool and at Olivet Church. Those for 1946-194%5
were conducted at Camp Kokokahi. The first one at Camp Puu
Kahea was in 1950.96

93Hawali Baptist Convention, Annual, 1951, p. 40.
F4tiawali Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 43.
95Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, p. 21.
961bid., p. 35.
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Lindell C. Harris who directed the conference for a
‘number of years deseribed its purpose in these words:

« « « to provide relaxation and recreation for tired
bodies and jaded minds, information for those who are
learning our ways and methods of work, and above all an
uplift of spiritual §9spiration and renewed inner
strength for us all.

The name was changed in 1951 from Annual Bible
Conference to Puu Kahea Baptist Assembly but its purpose
remained unchanged.98 Through the years this conference
brought to Hawail many outstanding Baptist pastors and other
leaders from the mainland of the United States.

The conference proved to be, especially to the young
people, all that Harris hoped it would be when the Baptist

Bible School turned it over to the convention.

Lanai mission. A mission on Lanai Island at Lanai
City was begun by the Hawalian Mission of the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board. The Executive Committee of
the mission approved the Lanai work on February 21; 1950.99

Minoru Taira served on the island from September,

1950, 111 January, 1951.1%0 Hannah Plowden worked with the

971bid., p. 36.

98Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1951, pp. 23, 33.
99News item in The Hawaii Baptist, Marech, 1950.
100Hawa1i Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, p. 27.
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mission in 1951 from February 1 to July 1,100

At the annual meeting in 1951 the Lanai mission was
accepted as a convention project.lo2

The Lanai mission began a branch Sunday school at
the harbor of the island in 1952. Roy L. Davis, Jr., the
pastor of the chureh on Molokai Island nearby, went to
Lanai one Sunday each month of that year. The placing of a
worker on Lanal was urged.103

David Yamasaki became convention missionary on Lanai
on August 1, 1953, and continued through this advance

period.loh

VI. VENTURES IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATICN

During this period the Hawail Baptist Convention
began to realize the need for a system of schools, including
a junier college. 1Its successes and failure in the field of

education are recounted in this section.

High gchool. At its 1946 annual meeting the conven-

tion appointed a committee to promote the founding of a

10lHawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1951, p. 26.
1027p44,

1034awaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, pp. 28-29.
10byawaii Baptist Convention; Annual, 1953, p. 32.
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Baptist high sehool. Chairman Vietor Koon, Lindell 0. Harris,
Joe W, Bailey, Ethel Chong, and Mrs. Jasper C. Wilkinson
were the members.1°5
In cooperation with the Executive Committee of the
mission and with the use of mission funds the convention
committee purchased in Mareh of 1948 a tract of land in
Honolulu at Liholiho and Heulu Streets. The decision was
made to move temporary, wooden bulldings onto the lot and
leave the construction of a permanent plant to a later

date.106

Planning for the high schcol went forward under
the leadership of Hugh P. MeCormick, a former missionary of
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Beoard to Nigeria, He
had been sent to Hawaii to develop a high schaol.lo7
In its annual meeting in August, 1949, the mission
set up for the Hawaiian Baptist Academy--the name chosen
for the high school-~-a board of trustees ecomposed of four
members to be elected by the mission and five by the

convent.ion,lo8

1°5Hawaii‘Baptist Convention, Annual, 1946, pp. 9,

12.
106News item in The Hawaii Baptist, April, 1948.

107Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 8.

losﬁawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes," August 30, 1949. (Mimeograrphed.)
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September 2, 1949, the academy opened its doors to
thirty-six students of the seventh and eighth grades. The
school had been approved by the Department of Public
Instruction of the territorilal government.lag

A plan was followed by which one grade was added
annually to the school until by the fall of 1953 it would be
complete with six years of junior and senior high school.l10

Beginning with the 1950 eonvention budget a scholar-
ship fund was provided for the academy. This amount was
raised from one hundred dollars in that year to nine hundred
dollars by the end of this period.lll In 1952 the convention
appropriated twenty-five hundred dollars for the school . 112
The funds used for its operation were regularly supplied
by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.

In 1950 an elementary school was added to the academy.

(Its story is told in the latter part of this chapter.)

109Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 37.

1104annah Plowden, "Hawaiian Mission,” Annual, 1950
(Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 19507, pp. 157-58.

Mlyawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 22;
Hawaiil Baptist Convention, Annual, igzz, pP. 49.

112yawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 23.
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Hugh P. McCormick served as prineipal of the school
during this period execept for his furlough year of 1952-1953
when A, E. Prince was at the school.l13

At the close of this pericd the enrollment of the
academy in its twelve grades, ineluding the elementary
school, was 236 students.llé

Elementary school. In 1949 President Joe W, Bailey

at the request of the convention appointed the following
persons a committee "to make and execute plans for devel-
oping an elementary school®™: Chairman H., P. McCormick,
C. K. Tom, Olive Allen, Mrs. Daniel Liu, and Mrs. Morris
Masumura.115
This committee provided for the academy to receive
the first three elementary school grades of the Clivet
church and to add the fourth grade in September of 1950.116
The mission had given its approval in April to the estab-
lishment of the elementary school as a part of the

aeademy.ll?

113News item in The Hawaii Baptist, June, 1952.
1lhlawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 4Ll.
115Kawaii Baptist Convention, Amnual, 1949, pp. 24, 27.

116yawaii Baptist Convention, Apnual, 1950, pp. 32,
34, 35.

1174awaiian Mission, Southerm Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Executive Committee Minutes," April 27, 1950.
(Mimeographed. )




The first floor of a two-story elementary building
was construeted in 1952. Laura Cornwell of North Carolina
came that year to serve as elementary prineipal.l18

The 1954 Territorial Missions COffering was designated
for equipment for the propeosed second floor of the elementary
building.1?

Student eenter. In the summer of 1954 the Baptist

Student Center was established with the cooperation of the
mission, the convention, and the Bible school. On June 15,
1954, the mission recommended to the trustees of the Baptist
Bible School that its name be changed to Baptist Student
Center, to include the work of the Baptist Student Union,
a chair of Bible, and a hostel for university students.120
The establishment of the Baptist Bible School by the
mission was related in Chapter II. Vietor Koon and Maurice
J. Anderson had served as presidents of the school during
the Period of Founding. In 1948 the convention began to
share in the administration of the school for the first time

118Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 32.
1194awaii Baptlst Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 25.

120y,waiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes,” June 15, 1954. (Mimeographed.)
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by the election of a part of the board of trustees.121

Additional property was purchased in the summer of 1949 at
the Intersection of University Avenue and Vancouver Drive,
nearer the campus of the University of Hawaii, and the
administration of the school was moved to this new
location.122

Lindell C. Harris and Frank T. Woodward served as
presidents of the school during this period.

In November, 1946, Josephine Harris organized the
first Baptist Student Union at the University of Hawaii.123
A building for the BSU was acquired in October of 1948 at
1918 University Avenue.l?¥ It was used for 2 year and then
sold upon the purchase of the new Bible school property in
1949. The student work was included in the convention
budget for the first time in 1951.125

At the 1953 annual meeting the convention requested
the trustees of the Bible school to seek a name for the
school that would be more suitable than the name "Bible

schoel."126

121jews item in The Hawaii Baptist, December, 1948.
1221bid., August, 1949.
123Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1947, p. 18.
124News item in The Hawaii Baptist, November, 1948.
1251pid., August, 1952.
126ygwaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953, p. 2.
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When the Baptist Student Center was begun in the
summer of 1954, Carter Morgan was elected its first

direetor and teacher of Bib'le.lz7

Junior eollege efforts. The failure of the Southern

Baptist mission and the convention in their efforts to found
a junior college is a commentary on the lack of unity of
purpose and of vision of future need on the part of the
members of the organizations concerned.

When this period opened (1946) the report of the
mission to the Foreign Mission Board expressed the hope of its
writer in these words:

We look toward the future with high hopes since the

Board has approved the enlargement and development of
Craining schoch as soon as poseibie 1387 2nd Bivte

This plan failed to materialize since the mission
expressed itself in favor of a high school rather than a
junior eollege.lzg

From time to time individuals in the convention put

the hope for a junior college into words:

127News item in The Hawaii Baptist, September, 195i.

128yrg, 1L, E, Blackman, "Hawaii Finding the Path to
Peace,"” Annual, 1946 (Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention,

1946), p. 290.
129Conversat.ion with Maurice J. Anderson.
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Some day the econvention should have 1&9 own junior
college and ultimately a senior college. 0

Baptists of Hawaii would indeed be shortsighted if
they did not anticipate the gradual growth of the Bible
Sehool into an acciggited Jjunior college within the
forseeable future.

Surely God is waiting for Hawaii Baptists to catch
the vision of what a Baptist eollege ¢ould mean to the
progress of His work here on these Islands and is
yearning to supply all our needs as we seek to §$rd the
undertaking with our prayers and best efforts.l

The stage had been set to begin a second effort. This

timeé the initiative was taken by the Beard of Christian
Education of the convention.133
In August, 1952, the mission approved the establishment
of a junior college "as soon as possible.“13“ At the 1952
annual meeting of the convention the Board of Christian
Education encouraged the founding of such a school,135
President Chester R, Young issued a call for a

special meeting of the convention on February 23, 1953, to

130pditorial in The Hawaii Baptist, September, 1950.
131yawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, p. 3k.

132News item in The Hawaii Baptist, August, 1952.
133Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 3&.

13“Hawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes," August 19, 1952. (Mimeographed.)

135Hawait Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 31.



consider three proposals of the Board of Christian Education,
presented under the leadership of Chairman Drew F. Stamps:
{1) to replace the boards of trustees of the Bible school
and the academy and the Board of Christian Education with a
gingle board of trustees "to head the entire educatiocnal
program including the éstablishment and operation of a
junior college," (2) to accept the full reaponsibility for
the operation of both the Bible school and the academy, and
(3) to establish a junior college as soon as practicable.
The new board of trustees would have been responsible solely
to the convention.l30

Financial assistance which was sought from the
Foreign Mission Board was not forthcoming, and the called
meeting of the convention was canceled.l37

Expleration of the possibility of operating a junior
cocllege in connection with the academy was made during 1953.
The Board of Christian Education reported to the convention
in the fall that no way was found to do this.138

The Board of Christian Education wishes to go on

record in support of a Baptist Junior College, for we

feel deeply that the churches and mission on these
islands need laymen who have had strong Bible teaching

6yews 1tem in The Hawaii Baptist, February, 1953.
1371bid., Mareh, 1953.
138ygwaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953, p. 39.
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during their college sducation. We feel that this
need 1s as great here as on any foreign mission
field.139
The convention in 1953 turned down an offer from
Jackson College to take over its ownership and operation.lﬁg
This college, located on Manoa Road in Honolulu; had been
started in September of 1949 by Lou M. Barrett under the
corporate name of Hawail Baptist Foundation.l4l
Again the following year the Board of Christian
Education urged the necessity of the convention's owning a
junior college. ". . . we should pray and work for the day

when we can have our own Junior College here in these

islands,"142
VII. CONCERN FOR SQCIAL AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS

Aleochol. At each annual meeting during the Post-war
Period of Advance except in 1947, the convention demon-
strated its concern about the alcohol problem by passing a
resolution. This had become so much of a pattern that the
Commission on Social Service in its report in 1952 remarked

that ". . . it is our annual custom to pass resolutions

1391bid., p. 40.

1401pid., pp. 31, 40, 41.

lhlyawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 38.
lh2payaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 40.
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against the liquor traffic, but there is little emphasis
placed upon practical methods of combatting it." Personal
participation in the work of the temperance scocieties of
Hawvaii was urged.lhB

The convention began in 1953 a practice of contributing
one hundred and twenty dollars annually to the Temperance

League of Hawaii.léd

Narecoties. In 1952 a resclution concerning the
narcotics problem was adopted by the convention. It urged
new legislation to strengthen the laws which regulate the
sale and use of narcotics and to increase the penalties for

violation of these 1awa.145

Horse racing and pari-mutuel gambling. A proposal

was made in Honolulu to use Kapiolani Park for horse racing
on the Sundays of two months in 1950, In the annual meeting
of 1949 the convention protested this move.1h6

In the annual meetings of 1951, 1952, and 1953, the

convention commended the members of the territorial

1U3hawait Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 34.

lhkﬂawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953, pp. 29,
49.

hShawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 27.
146Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 20.



legislature who had helped to defeat pari-mutuel gambling
bills.147

Community service organizations. The 1948 annual

meeting urged the Baptists of the islands to contribute
liberally "to truly communal service organizations,™ but
to refrain from giving to such organizations which include
in their budgets items for sectarian groups.lha

Sunday observance. For several years concern was

expressed about the scheduling of interscholastic football
games on Sunday. The Baptists of the territory were urged
to set an example in their own communities by keeping Sunday

as a time for worship and reat.149

Hawaijan statehood. The first of a series of reso-
lutions supporting statehood for the Territory of Hawaii was
adopted in 1949 by the convention. It pointed out that
"Baptists of America from the beginning of their history
have consistently adhered to the prineiples of democraecy and

-147Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1951, p. 24;
Annual, 1952, p. 25; Annual, 1953, p. . ‘

148Hawat 1 Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 10.

149 awaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 11;
Annuval, 1949, p. 28; Annual, 1950, p. <3.
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have maintained that the governed have the fundamental right
to choose their own government . . . .%" The resoclutions

endorsed the appeal for statehood by the people of Hawaii to
the United States Congress. For the next five years similar

resolutions appeared.l50

Fresdom of religion. On several occasions during

this periocd the convention and its Commiasion on Social
Service evidenced a concern for the maintenance of freedom
of religion and the separation of church and state.

In 1948 and 1949 the econvention condemned the
practice of the territeorial government to allow members of
religious orders at Kalaupapa Settlement on Molokai Island
to wear their religious garb while on duty as governmental
employees.151

The 1948 annual meeting expressed oppeosition to
legislation

« « o that will in any way give or lend material aid

from either territorial, state, or federal funds to any
religious organizations to carry on their work, improve
their property, build or maintain their sechools, shrines,

or hospiia%s, or any other activity under their
control.d5

150Hawaii Baptist Convention, Ann p: 29;
Annual, 1950, pp, 21-23; Annual 1 _‘%L ‘%%m ‘95'
PP- 24=-25; Annual, 1953, p. 30; 25& PP. —2

151Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, pp. 10-
11; Annual, 1949, p. 28.

1524 waii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 12.




The Commission on Soclal Serviece and other Baptists
worked in 1950 during the Constitutional Convention of the
Territory of Hawaii to secure in the proposed constitution
for the State of Hawaii a prohibition against the use of tax
money execept for public purposes. Such was written into the
propesed constitution, even though it was in a less explicit
form than that for which the commission had contended.153

The prohibition as it was adopted by the Constitu-
tional Convention is as follows:

Appropriations for Private Purposes Prohibited--

No tax shall be levied or appropriation of public money
or property made, nor shall the public¢ credit be used,
directly or indirectly, except for a public purpose.

No grant shall be made in violafggn of Section 3 of
Article I of this constitution.

The Hawaii Baptist Convention urged in 1950 all who
believe in the American constitutional provision for the
separation of church and state to offer resistance to any

religious organization which presses for public tax funds

for the support of its schools and hospitals.155

63 153Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, pp.
38-39.

15“Hawaii Statehood Commission, Territory of Hawaii,
Hawaii, U. S. A., and Statehood (Honmolulu: Hawaii Statehood
Commission, 119517, appended to inside back cover.

155Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, pp.
23-2L|-¢




For three years in succession the econvention
expressed its opposition to the sending of an envoy from the

United States to the Vatican.l56
VIII. RELATIONS WITH OTHER BAPTIST BODIES

Hawaiian Mission of the Southern Baptist Foreign

S ————  S—  ————

Mission Board. The 3outhern Baptist mission was in existence

when the convention was formed. In fact the mission was
responsible for bringing the convention into existence. As
would be expected there existed a direct relation between
these two bodies.

In 1945 the convention had adopted a by-law which
gave membership in the convention to the missionaries of the
Southern Baptist Foreign Missicn Board who were assigned to
duty in Hawaii.l57 This relation continued until 1952 when
the convention voted to end it.158

The convention and the mission learnmed to relate
themselves to each other in the conduct of the work of the
former on Moleokai Island. Beginning with the first year
(1946) of this period when the mission contributed one-half

156Ibid., p. 23; Annual, 1951, p. 24; Annual, 1952,
P 24.

1573u ra, Chapter III, p. 45.
158Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 27.
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of the amount nseeded for this convention project,159
mission support continued through the fiscal year of 1952
when the amount appropriated was less than one-third of the
total amount needed. After that year the convention assumed
the full support of the Molokai work.léo

The supplying by the mission of an individual to
serve as convention executlve secretary was another area of
relationship with the mission. In August, 1949, M. Theron
Rankin anneunced the appointment of Victor Koon as field
secretary of the mission. Three months later the convention
elected him as its first executive secretary.161 He was
reelected annually throughout this period.

A fourth area of relationship with the Southern Baptist
mission was the joint administration of the Building and
Loan Fund of the mission. This fund had been furnished to
Hawaii work by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board
prineipally for the purpose of constructing church buildings
and was administered by the Hawaiian Baptist Mission--the
corporation chartered in 1941. At the end of this peried

159Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1946, p. 17.
léoﬂauaii Baptist Conventiocn, Annual, 1951, p. 41.

161Kannah Plowden, "Hawaiian Islands,”™ Annual, 1950,
p. 157.
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{(1954) the corpus of the fund was about two hundred thousand

dellars.162

At the initiation of the mission in its August, 1953,
meeting163 the convention agreed in November to participate
through its Executive Council in a new plan of the joint
management of the Building and Loan Fund.

Priorities for the use of the Building and Loan Fund
shall be reviewed and determined annually at a joint
meeting of the Southern Baptist Mission and the Executive
Council of the Hawaii Baptist Convention. Emergency
requests made between the annual meetings of the Mission
shall be dealt with by the Executive Committee of the
Mission and four persons afgﬁinted by the Executilve
Couneil of the Convention.

This plan was put into effect in 1954 at the annual

meeting of the mission.165
A fifth area of relationshlp with the mission was in

the work of the Woman's Missionary Union. The WMU convention

made a request from the Foreign Mission Board for an additional

162Hawalian Baptist Mission, "Building and Loan Fund
Report,"” December 31, 195k. (Mimeographed.)

163Hawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes,®™ August 21, 1953. (mimeographed.)

6 lékﬂawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953, pp. 25-
26,

lésﬂawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes," August 24, 1954. (Mimeographed.)



93

grant of three thousand dollars for the promotion of its
work in general and for the employment of a WMU executive
secretary in particular. The mission forwarded this request
to the board in November, 1953.166

Other areas of cooperatien with the mission were in the
work of the Baptist Book Store and Camp Puu Kahea for which
the mission provided board funds for capital expenditures

for a number of years.

Southern Baptist Convention. Even though one of the

five churches which entered intc the constitution of the
convention was not a Southern Baptist c¢hureh, and even though
two other non-Southern Baptist churches were affiliated with
the convention for a while, the Hawaii Baptist Convention
was related to the Southern Baptist Convention from the
beginning.

In 1947 the convention voted to use the Southern
Baptist associational chureh letter form instead of preparing
a special one for 1tself.167 By the end of this period the

recording secretary was reporting convention statistics each

166yawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Executive Committee Minutes," November, 1953.
(Mimeographed. )

167Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1947, p. 8.
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year to the Department of Survey, Statistics, and Informa-
tion of the Scuthern Baptist Sunday School Board.

A seecond area of relationship with the Southern
convention was the Cooperative Program--a plan of giving to
nation-wide and world-wide missionary activities. In 1946
the convention adopted a plan by which it would contribute
thirty per cent of its budget receipts to the Southern
Baptist Cooperative Program. There was some sentiment that
the convention should keep most of its receipts for the
promotion of territorial missions until its financial position
was strengthened.l68 The report of the treasurer for the
fiscal year ending in 1947 showed that no meoney was contributed
by the convention to the Cooperative Program.169 The payments
for the next fiscal year--the first to be made--amounted to
$8145.13.170

The ratio of gifts to the Cooperative Program was
lowered in 1952 to twenty-five per centl?’! and in the

following year to twenty per cent.172

168yawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1946, p. 10.
169%awa1i Baptist Convention, gggggl; 1947, p. 21.
170Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1948, p. 16.
171yawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 38.

1724awa11 Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953, p. 49.
Reference is made to Table VII, p. 95.
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TABLE VI1I

ANNUAL BUDGETS OF THE CONVENTIOR

Undesignated Southern Baptist
Budget income from cooperative program

Year goal churehes gifts
1946 $ 3,000.00 $ 2,326.84 none

1947 12 857 00 4 ,600.83 none

1948 12 857 00 4,383.00 $ 845.13
1949 3, 3#3 00 5,405.05 1v621.3h
1950 6, »372.00 4,980.80 ,494 21,
1951 6. »215.71 5,770.41 1,731.12
1952 10, ’000.00 8,600.95 2 638 75
1953 10, »000.00 10,771.50 2 638 71
1954 11 807 00 12,199.07 2 332 0l
1955 16 000.00 12,897.11 2, 776 11
1956 18, 4294 .00 17,593.24 3 520,65
1957 19, 187.50 18,926.42 2 h22 55
1958 21 137 50 24,254.96 6 823.73

1959 32,381.25

Source: Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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A third area of cooperation with the Southern Conven-
ticn was in the contributions of island churches to the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Missions and the
Annie W, Armstrong Offering for Home Missions.

The initial Lottie Moon offering through the conven-
tion was for the season of 1946 and amounted to $2,778.12.173
By Christmas of 1954 the offering had grown to $7,022.34.174
it was from the first a custom in the churches to encourage
all the members to contribute for this purpose. In 1950 at
the annual meeting a proposal was tabled to make the Lottie
Moon Offering for WNU organizations only and to urge the
churches to take a special Christmas offering for foreign
missions.175

The first special home missions effering to go
through the convention was in 1949. The amount of this
Annie W. Armstrong offering was $6.30.176 In 1954 the gifts
for this purpose had reached $1,508.05.177

173Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1947, p. 21.
17hHawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1955, p. 39.

175Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, p. 25.
Reference is made to Table VIII, p.’97. ’

176yawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1949, p. 39.

177Hawaii Ba A
ptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 37.
Reference is made to Table VIII, p.’97. ’ ’
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TABLE VIII

SPECIAL MISSION OFFERINGS FROM THE
CONVENTION CHURCHES

Annie W. Lottie Moon
Territorial Armstrong offering for
mission offering for foreign

Year offering home missions missions
1943 $ 791.50
1941,
1945
1946 $ 2,778.12
1947 2 705 22
1948 2 140 42
1949 482.74 $ 6.30 3, th 25
1950 113.97 200,38 3, 417 04,
1951 1,067.70 409.01 3, 117 87
1952 837 08 750.84 5, 373 00
1953 1,952.70 1,251.41 5, '662. 70
1954 2,119.03 1, 508 05 7, '022. 34
1955 3,200.39 1, » 524 .50 8, »952.L0
1956 1 y917.02 1) ,887.58 10, 9h0 16
1957 2 683 74 2, ,593.62 9, LA0.0L
1958 3, 307 62 3, 216, 89

Source: Hawail Baptist Conveation, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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The use of Southern Baptist Sunday school literature
was a fourth field of relationship. Most all of the churches
and missions used this material from the beginning. Here
and there a church did not as is evidenced by this editerial
in The Hawaii Baptist:

It is unthinkable that a church would accept large
sums of money from the foreign mission board of the
Southern Baptist convention and then refusi Eo cooperate
with the convention's Sunday school board. 7

The editor of The Hawaii Baptist in September, 1951,

expressed the desire of the convention to be affiliated with
the Southern Baptist Convention in a formal sense:

We believe that the Hawaii Baptist convention through
its executive council should begin immediately a study
of the matter of affiliating with the Souiasrn Baptist
convention as a cooperating constituency.

On November 23 of that year the convention petitioned
the Southern convention "for recognition as a cooperating
constituent body."” The petition was forwarded through the
Foreign Mission Board, subject to its approval.lso Such

approval was not forthcoming since Hawaii was still a mission

area of that board.

178Editorial in The Hawaii Baptist, September, 1950.
1791bid., September, 1951.

leoﬁawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1951, pp. 25-
26. Reference is made to Appendix &,
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A type of recognition was given to the Hawaii con-
vention in the listing of its name and statistics along with
the names of the state conventions in the statistical and
financial tables of the Southern Baptist Handbook, beginning

with the volume containing the reports for the year 1954.181

Baptist World Alliance. In July, 1950, the Executive

Council of the convention applied for affiliation with the
Baptist World Alliance. Itsuko Saito, the recording secretary
of the convention, attended the world congress which convened
in Cleveland, Chio, July 22-27. The convention application
which she presented was unanimously accepted.

Other Baptists from Hawaii who registered at the
congress were Lonnie E. Blackman, Katherine Hendrix, Moriyoshi
Hiratani, Muriel Ckamoto, and Katsuro Taura.183

Beginning with the fiscal year ending in 1953 the
convention made an annual contribution of fifty dellars to

the allianee.leh

1813outhern Baptist Convention, Handbook, 1955
(Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, I§§§I, pp. 19-36.

182yawait Baptist Convention, Annual, 1950, pp. 22,

183Arnold T. Ohrn (ed.), Eighth Ba tist World Con ress,
Cleveland, Ohio, U. S. A., Jul %g 27, eport
ade phIa. Judson Fress, 19 .

184yawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1952, p. 38.
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Buring this Period of Post-war Advance the convention
firmly rooted itself in the soil of the islands. Its affil-
iated churches grew from seven in number at the béginning of
1946 to seventeen at the close of 1954. Their membership
increased from 817 to 3,052.185

It was a period marked by strong missionary leader-
ship. When the period began there were thirty-one members

186 It had reached
3_187

of the mission, forty-one when it closed.
a peak membership of forty-seven at the end of 195
Now other leaders native to Hawail were waiting to
take the place of missionaries. The convention was waiting
to assume even larger functions and responsibilities. It

waited upon the threshold of a new period.

1851awaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 56.
Reference is made to Table IX, p. 1617

18630uthern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1946 (Nash-
ville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1946}, p. ; and
Southern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1 [Nashville:
Southern Baptist Convention, 1955), p. 182.

18730uthern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1953
(Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1955), P. 194.
Reference is made to Table X, p. 102.



101

TABLE IX

MEMBERSHIP AND BAPTISMS OF THE
CONVENTION CHURCHES

Number of Number of
Year churches Membership baptisms
1943 5 479 142
194 6 615 206
1945 7 817 195
1946% 6 Q22 106
1947 8 1,221 189
1948 8 1,367 157
194, 9 1,642 224
1950 11 1,912 281
1951 13 2,087 279
1952 17 2,774 322
1953 18 3,056 L26
1954% 17 3,052 310
1955 18 3,539 381
1956 18 4,232 L57
1957* 19 4,179 361
1958 21 4,553 413

#*One churech dropped from affiliation.

Source: Hawaii Baptlst Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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CHAPTER X

MISSIORARIES OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST FOREIGN

MISSION BOARD ASSIGNED TO THE
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS

Year Number of missionaries
1940 11
1941 17
194 15
1943 17
1944, 23
1945 31
19h6 24
1947 24
1948 31
1949 38
1950 &
1951 42
1952 L7
1953 hdy
1954 41
1955 38
1956 L0
1957 38
1958 43

Source:

Southern Baptist Convention, Annual, 1941-1958.



CHAPTER V
THE PERIOD OF EMERGING INDIGENEITY (1955- )

The year 1955 marked the beginning of a new period
in the life of the Hawaii Baptist Convention. The churches
and the convention were manifesting an interest in their
affairs which boded the continuation of Baptist witness in
the islands in the years ahead.

Young men and women who were native to Hawaii and
who had been trained in Baptist colleges and seminaries on
the mainland of the United 3tates were now returning in
sizeable numbers to the Territory and to places of leader-
ship in the churches and the convention.

Changes were being inaugurated in the organizational
structure of the convention which gave to the members of the
churches an added concern in the promotion of the activities

of the former.
I. SIGNS OF GROWTH TOWARD INDIGENEITY

Churchea which have been established as a result of
the operation of a mission board go through a process of
development by which they become able to provide their own
leadership, pay their own way, and manage their own activ-

ities. As the churches related to a convention achieve a
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status of indigeneity, it 1s natural that the convention
itself should do likewise.

Self-propagation. Wwhen churches are able to supply
men and women for church-related vocations at home and
abroad they are self-propagating.

As early as 1951 Victor Koon in telling of the young
people who would soon be graduating from theological
seminaries evaluated their place\in these words:

This force of potential leaders should give great
impetus to Baptist work. Our churches need these yocung
people and we must be prepared to use all wheo feel called
to full-time service. They are giving their lives.
Hawaii Baptists must give their money.l

Not only were island young people to serve in the
churches in Hawaii but even beyond. The Foreign Mission
Board appointed three of them as missionaries to Japan. The
first of these was Mrs. Reiji Hoshisaki (nee Asano Masaki
of the island of Kauai) who with her husband was commissioned
in June, 1955.2 4 year later her brother, Tomoki Masaki,
and his wife (nee Betty Takahashi of Wahiawa) were appointed.3

These weres the first persons of Japanese ancestry to become

missionaries of the Southern Baptist board.

ljews item in The Hawaii Baptist, August, 1951.
21bid., July, 1955.
3Ipid., July, 1956.
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A number of island-born youths who had been educated
in colleges and Baptist theological seminaries on the
mainland of the United States had already begun to return
home to Hawaii before this perlocd began. In 1954 four
pastors and a minister of education arrived back in Hawaii.
In addition a pastor who was married to an island-born woman
also came.Y Three of these men became pastors of churches,
one a minister of education, one an interim pastor, and
another an associate pastor.

In 1955 a pastor and a minister of education returned
to Hawaii and took up peositions in churches as indicated by
their titles.?

The Wahiawa church, the oldest of the churches,
could announce in September of 1956, that fifteen young
people of that church were then serving in church-related
vocations in Hawaii, on the mainland of the United States,
and in Japan.6

No island-born person returned in 1956.7 One pastor

bHawaii Baptist Convention, Annuel, 1954 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1955), p. 18.

SHawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1955 (Homolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1956), p. 18.

ONews item in The Hawaii Baptist, September, 1956.

7Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annua 1956 (Honolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1957),'p. 2.
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came back in 1957.8 The following year two ministers of
education and a pastor returned. There was also a minister
of education who came who had married an island-born woman.9

Of the five new churches received into convention
affiliation in this period (through 1958) two were organized
by island~born pastors.lo

In recognition of the return of these pastors and
other church staff workers the Foreign Mission Board began
to give only special appointments to missionaries for Hawaii
" which meant that they were not permanently assigned to the
islands. S5ix missionaries in 1955 received such commissions
from the board .11

In the fall of 1954 Itsuko Saito, who had returned to
Hawaii in 1941 and who had been serving as educational direc-
tor of the Olivet church since then,12 was elected as the
first executive secretary of the territory-wide Woman's

Missionary Union.13

8Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1957 (Honeolulu:
Hawaii Baptist Convention, 1958), p. 25.

9Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Minutes of the Sixteenth
Annual Meeting, Honolulu, Hawaii, November 13-14, 1958,"
p. 11. (Typed.’

101pid., p. 1.
llNews items in The Hawaii Baptist, Marech and August,

1955.

12yictor Koon, "Walking by Faith in Hawaii," Annual,
1942 (Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1942), p. 233.

13Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1954, p. 54.
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To some extent the convention and the churches were

reproducing in kind leaders for themselves and for others.

Self-government. After 1955 the churches began to
send more messengers to the convention. In that year the
base of representation was enlarged to allow each church ten
messengers as a minimum instead of five. The next year the
registration of messengers went over one hundred for the
first time.lh

In 1956 the constitution was changed to provide for
the membership of the convention to be composed of messengers
from the churches instead of the churches themselves.15

A second area of self-government which occasioned a
wide-spread increase in convention activities was the change
in the composition of the interim body of the convention.

In November of 1954 the Executive Council, which had been
composed of the heads of the agencies and in which mission-
aries had maintained & majority membership in each year of
its existence except two, was replaced with an Executive
Board. On this board, which began to function in the early
part of 1955 at the beginning of this period, each church

had one member.16 This was the most far~-reaching change the

lhHawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1956, p. 22.
15Ibid., p. 27.
16Hawaii Baptist Convention, Amnual, 1954, pp. 22-23.
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convention kad made up to that time and merks in a definite
way the opening of the Periocd of Emerging Indigeneity.

During the first four years of the existence of the Executive
Board (through 1958) missionaries were in the minority each
year. Haoles were still in the majority but control had
been taken from the hands of the missionaries.l?

The agencies of the convention grew and other funections
were added.

In 1955 the board appropriation for radio evangelism
wag paid directly by the mission to the convention treasurer
and this work came under the direction of the Radio and
Publicity Committee of the eonvantion.18 In the same year
the members of the board of trustees of Camp Fuu Kahea were
elected directly by the convention upon nomination by its
Hominating Committee. Before that date these nominations
had been made by five other bodies in addition to the
convention.1?

A territorial Sunday school convention was organized
in 1955 as the functioning arm of the Department of Sunday

Sehools.zo

17Reference is made to Table I, p. 54.

184awaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes," August 24, 1955. (Mimeographed)

19Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1955, p. 22.
201bid., pp. 32-34.
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By December, 1956, The Hawaii Baptist was being

cireulated in thirty-four states, two territories, the
Distriet of Columbia, and ten foreign areas.?l

The work in the Japanese language which had been
conducted by the mission was brought under the auspices of
the convention in 1957 to be known as Japanese Language
Missions.%?

The territorial Baptist Training Union held its first
summer conference at Camp Puu Kahea August 11-16, 1958.23

Self-government was expanded in the area of the
administration of the Building and Loan Fund. The procedure
which was initiated in the previous perlod was continued in
this peried.zﬁ

For the first time representativeas of the convention
elected by the Executlve Board were invited in August of
1957 by the mission to sit with the latter body in its
deliberations and voting upon the priorities to be assigned
to the requests of the Foreign Mission Board for capital

axpenditures.25 This plan went into effeci one year later.

2lNews item in The Hawaii Baptist, January, 1957.

22Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1957, p. 26.
23News item in The Hawaii Baptist, July, 1958.

2LHawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes," August 5, 1957. (Mimeographed.)

25Ibid., August 7, 1957.
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Self-gupport. As far back as November of 1952 the

officers of the mission had been appealing to the churches
to assume the responsibility of providing a larger share of
the salary of the workers in the churches.26 Near the end
of each year of this period these appeals had been repeated.
In the fall of 1955 the convention adopted a resolution by
which it encouraged self-support on the part of the churches.27
The Wahiawa church in June, 1955, assumed all financial
obligation for its activities.?8 By November it had retired
its building indebtedness.?? It became the first of the
churches to become independent of mission aid.30
The Olivet chureh on Januwary 1, 1957, became the
second self-supporting church.?l A committee of the church
expressed its feeling in this way in August of that year
after the missionary pastor had resigned:
Thus an era of direet loving care and custody by the

Foreign Misg%on Board through a missionary pastor comes
to a close.

Zélbid., November 27, 1957.
27Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1955, p. 25.
28News item in The Hawaii Baptist, July, 1955.

291bid., December, 1955.

30Mrs. Victor Koon, "Hawaiian Mission," Annual, 1956
(Nashville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1956), p. 153.

3lNews item in The Hawaii Baptist, February, 1957.
32Ibid., August, 1957.
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The financial position of several of the churches
began to improve after the use of the Forward Frogram of
Church Finance for Scuthern Baptistz in the fall of 1957
and 1958.%3

The misslon endeavored to share with convention
leaders the responsibility of fixing the maximum amounts
to be paid by the churches using mission funds for the
employment of their staff members. A committee of convention
leaders met November 25, 1955, with the mission officers to
discuss a new salary plan toc begin the following year by
which each worker would be paid a lump sum without the
designation of allowances, such as travel and rent. %

In January of 1958 a committee of nine convention
leaders met with the mission Executive Committee to deter-
mine for the first time the maximum salaries for churech
staff workers paid in whole or in part with mission funds.
A maximum salary of four hundred and fifty dollars per
month was set for a past.cr.35

Substantial progress was being made in securing the

cooperation of the churches to take hold of the burden of

331bid., December, 1957.

3h{awaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Executive Committee Minutes,” November 22, 1955.
(Mimeographed. )

35Ibid., January 23, 1958.
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providing the financ¢ial support of their own pastors and
other staff members.36

II. THE PLAN TO TRANSFER RESPONSIBILITY FOR
MISSION WORK TO THE CONVENTION

The prospect of the attainment of statehood by Hawaii
had caused the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board to be
concerned about the future of its mission work in the islands
as far back as 1953. In November of that year Baker James
Cauthen, the executive secretary of the board, had visited
in Honolulu and talked at length with the missionaries about
changes which statehood might bring in the relation of the
board to mission activity in the Territory. The apprehension
created by his visit was expressed by Drew F, Stamps, one of
the missionaries, in this way:

. + « [Cauthen] made it very clear that, when these
Islands became a State, the Foreign Mission Board will
have to congider withdrawing from work here and thus
open the way for the coming of the [Southern Baptist]
Home Mission Board. We hope that this will be done

gradually so as not to endanger any of the fine work
which has been done here so far.

36Inid., February 26, 1957.

37News item in The Hawaii Baptist, December, 1953.
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Southern Baptist survey committee report. The process

of the transfer of responsibility for Hawaiilan work to the
territorial convention was quickened by the recommendation
of a survey committee of the Southern Baptist Convention.
In its 1958 annual meeting the Southern Convention adopted
this proposal:

The Foreign Mission Board should make definite plans
for gradual transfer of responsibility for the work in
Hawail to the Hawaiian Convention.

In planning for the gradual reduction and sventual
transfer of its work in Hawaii, the Foreign Mission
Board should work cooggratively with the Hawaiian [sie]
Baptist Convention. e plan jointly developed should

ovide for Foreign Mission Board assistance until the
awalian [sic] Baptist Convention is itself prepared to
administer the mission work in Hawaii.

The Forelign Mission Eeard should inelude in its over-
all report to the Southern Baptist Convention each year
a speeial report on the progress made by the Hawaiian
[sie] Baptist Convention in assuming full responsibility
for mission work and thereby in carrying out the planned

rogram for the trangger of full responsibllity to the
waiian Convention.

Forelgn Mission Board action. Armed with such a

directive from the Southern convention the board proceeded
on October 15, 1958, to set a date for the formal transafer
of the mission work in the Territory to the Hawaiian

convention,39

38southern Baptist Convention, Annual, l%gS (Nash-
ville: Southern Baptist Convention, 1358), p. &3L.

39sssociated Press dispatech in the Honolulu Star-
Bulletin, October 16, 1958.
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A four-fold statement of general policy was adopted
by the board:

(1) The formal transfer of responsibility for Baptist
work in Hawaii will take place as of December 31, 1960.
Responsibility after that date will rest entirely with
the Baptist churches of Hawaii and the Hawaii Baptist
Convention.

(2) Missionaries of the Foreign Mission Board will
be allowed the option of remaining in Hawaiil after 1960
"on loan®™ to the Hawaii Baptist work.

(3) To avoid harm to the work by too abrupt with-
drawal of support, the Foreign Mission Board will con-
tinue lump sum financial grants to the Hawaii Baptist
Convention for both current and capital needs, gradually
decreasing over a period of 10-20 years.

(4) Details of the plans are to be worked out
administratively by the area secretary in consultation
with the Orient Committee of the Board, thehgawaii
Mission, and the Hawaii Baptist Convention.

Hawaii was destined to become the first mission

field of the Southern Baptist board to be transferred to a

convention.

The role of the Hawaiian Mission. Winston Crawley,

the board Secretary for the Orient, visited Hawaii in
November, 1957, and again in August, 1958, He urged the

cooperation of the missionaries with the proposed withdrawal

WOysnston Crawley, letter to Victor Koon, October
17, 1958.
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of the formal mission organization from the islands.%l
The editor of The Hawaiil Baptist, who was a missionary,

sounded a note of caution:

We must pray that the [Foreign Mission Board] will
have the wisdom and knowledge ¢of our situation not to
withdraw too soon. We could repeat the mistake made by
the Congregationalists who eut their support from under
their marvelous but immature work in the Hawaiian
Islands, Jjust past the middle of the last century. The
work they had done so brilliantly was gradually largely
absorbed by Buddhiaﬁz Mormonism, Catholicism, and a
return to paganism.

In August of 1958 a committee from the convention met
with the Executive Committee of the mission to prepare the
estimates for the 1959 salaries of pastors and other staff
workers to be requested of the Foreign Mission Board.43

At mission meetings in June and August the following
recommendations were made to the convention: (1) to ad-
minister, beginning in 1959 or 1960, the mission funds for
the employment of pastors and other church workers, (2)
to adopt a ten-year plan by whieh each church and mission
then using such funds would gradually assume the finanecial
support of such workers, (3) beginning in 1959 to prepare
the estimates for all current operating expenses of pro-

jects financed by the board, and (4) to employ a full-time

blyawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Feoreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes,®™ November 18, 1957, and August 22-
23, 1958, (Mimeographed.)

k2gditorial in The Hawaii Baptist, July, 1958.

k3Hawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes,® June 17, 1958. (Mimeographed.)
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L,

executive secretary-treasurer for the convention.

Actions by the convention. The annual meeting of the

convention in Honolulu in November of 1958 was a memorable
one. A record number of messengers was enrolled. Their
spirit was one of expectancy, characterized by a genuine
interest in the obligations and opportunities which were
being thrust upcn them.

Each of the four recommendations proposed by the
mission the previous summer was adopted by the convention,hS
with administration of the workers'! salary fund to begin
January 1, 1959. Bravely they shouldered what circumstances
called them to bear.

For the first time in its history the convention
elected as president an island-born young man--Moriyoshi
Hiratani, the pastor of the Pearl City church. The attitude
of appreciation toward his predecessors and spiritual bene-

factors which he demonstrated as he assumed his new position

of leadership was evident to the convem:.ion."'6

bllpid., June 17, 1958, and August 20 and 23, 1958.

k5Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Minutes of the Sixteenth
Annual Meeting, Honclulu, Hawaii, November 13-1L, 1958,"

pp. 16-17. (Typed.)
L61pig,, pp. 13, 26.
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Current problems to be solved. Adjustments in terms

of even more increased responsibility will have to be made
in the organizational structure of the convention before the
mission ceases to exist on December 31, 1960. These prob-
lems will occupy the attention of the convention leaders and
its Executive Board during 1959 and 1960, as well as in the
years beyond.

The matter of the custody of local chureh property is
an example of the type of problems which need to be solved.
At the present (April, 1959) the legal title to all such
property except that of the Clivet chureh is held by the
Hawaiian Baptist Mission~-the property-holding body incor-
porated by the Territory in 1941. The ultimate goal will be
to deed to each church congregation the land which it is
now using.k7 The time at which this should take place and
the custody of the property during the interim are two
phases of the problem.

A second area of adjustment is in the management of
the annual financial grant which the Foreign Mission Board
proposes to give the convention for the first ten or twenty

years after 1960, Three broad uses of the money might be

b7yawaiian Mission, Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, "Mission Minutes," August 22-23, 1958. (Mimeographed.)
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made: (1) capital investments for churehes, missions, and
institutions in the form of land, buildings, and other
improvements; (2) operational expenses of mission projects
from year to year, ineluding the salaries of pastors, other
church workers, and convention staff members; and (3)
additions to the corpus of the Bullding and lLoan Fund--a
revolving fund the integrity of which must be maintained.

The size of the convention staff is a third problem
the eonvention faces. How many promoticnal and executive
secretaries can a small convention with twenty-one affil-
iated churches afford to have from a finanecial standpeoint?
What office can be omitted without deleteriocus effects on
the progress and growth of convention affairs? What per-
centage of its undesignated receipts from the churches and
of the grant from the board can it with wisdom put into the
administration of the convention work, including the
promotion of religious education in the churches? These are
questions needing answers,

Provision must be made for the operation of the
Hawaiian Baptist Academy and the Baptist Student Center.

The management of the Building and Loan Fund will
require the careful attention of a board or agency which the

convention does not now have. Business-like arrangements
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for the repayment of loans by the churches and the securing
of the loans by means of mortgage need to be studied in the
light of changing cireumstances.

A procedure for the establigshment of new mission
centers will have to be worked out to avoid duplication of

effort and to secure the best use of available mission money.
III. THE YEARS AHEAD

Ralph 5., Kuykendall, the Hawailan historian, says
that Baptists are one of the two religious groups in the
islands which have perhaps experienced the most marked
growth in chureh congregations during the present t:en‘l:m'y.“'8
The years ahead hold promise of increased growth and devel-

Cooperation with Southern Baptists. A continuing

pattern of cocperation with the program of the Southern
Baptist Convention can be expected. From a sociological
viewpoint "the rule among all peoples in Hawaii . . . is
conformity to hacle practices." Edwin G. Burrows holds that

cooperation has been the dominant response among all peoples

4BRalph S. Kuykendall and A. Grove Day, Hawaii: a
History (New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 19&8’, P. 250.
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in the islands for a generation or more.hg As Baptigts of
Hawail are given the freedom to operate their own convention
program, their cooperation to the fullest extent in the
nation-wide activities of the denominatlien can be expected.
The Burrows sociclogical formula is “The milder the stress,
the more cooperative the response."sg From this position
alone the wisdom of the Foreign Mission Board can be seen
with greater clarity.

From the standpoint of religion Hawaii Baptists will
continue to value highly the spiritual heritage which the
Southern Baptists have been instrumental in bringing to
them.

In November of 1956 the convention accepted as its
statement of faith the Revised New Hampshire Confession of
Faith as adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention May 14k,
1925.51

Gifts to the Cooperative Program of Southern Baptists
increased from $2,776.11 during the first year of this period
(1955) to $6,823.73 in 1958. The Lottie Moon Christmas

L9Edwin G. Burrows, Hawaiian Americans (New Haven:
Yale University Press, 1947), pp. 201, .

O1pid., p. 210.
51Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1956, p. 28.
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Offering for Foreign Missions totaled §7,022.34 in 1955 and
$9,460.94 in 1958. This form of eccoperation will continue
to grow_sz

Inter-racial churches. By coming at a later date
than the other major Chrigtian denominations in Hawaii Bap-
tists avoided the necessity of establishing racial churches.
These other groups faced the need of accomodating to tight,
¢losely-knit racial groups, whose entity was maintained by
language and custom.

It was the dream of Charles John McDonald and Joseph
Gorham Tyssowskl to found churches where all the races of
Hawaii would be and feel at home. In the Southern Baptist
churches in the islands this dream has come true.

Andrew W, Lind, the Hawalian soeiologist, describes
the process of assimilation in Hawaii, a process which goes
on in the churches as well as elsewhere:

By virtue of living together within a common com-
munity, peoples of diverse cultural and racial ante-
cedents come eventually to acquire a common language
and a common set of values. The psychological barriers
which originally separated the various racial groups

have gradually broken down and the strong loyalties to
the separate cultures of China, Japan, the Philippines,

52awaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1955, pp. 39-
40; Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958."
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Puerto Rico, Portugal, or Germany have slowly lost their
influence. The process of building a new set of values
appropriate to the Island scene is quite naturally one
which requires generations to complete and one which
prgceengmere rapidly under certain circumstances than
others. /.

Indigeneous ehurches. The convention and the churches

of the years ahead will be Hawalian. They will be colored by
the multiracial peoples who come within their influence and
membership.
The members of the churches will nobly seek to carry
out the will of God within the framework of their corporality.
They will continue to bring men to Christ and to his

chureches.

What has been well begun will continue.

PAY

53 pndrew . Lind, Hawaii's People (Honolulu: Univer-
sity of Hawaii Press, 1955), p. 1k.
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APPENDIXES
APPENDIX A
ORGANIZERS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF BAPTIST CHURCHES OF HAWAIIX

July 16, 1943

Honolulu, Calvary Church Ruth Kuwata
Mrg. Alvin D, Oyer
Harold A, Delroff Itsuko Saito

Edward M. Shipman
Mrs. Edward M. Shipman

Honolulu, Nuuanu Church

Lonnie E, Blackman
Alice Huey
Malcolm W, Stuart
Minoru Taira

Ruth Tamashiro

Honolulu, Olivet Church
Edwin B, Dozier

Yamasuke Kaneshiro
Victor Koon

Source: Hawail Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945, p. 6.

Wahiawa Church

James D. Belote
Ethel Chong

Frank Dusenbury

C. K. Tom

Mrs. Betty Yamashiro

Waimea Church

Agnes Ige

Alice Oyadomari
Sachlo Taira
Sam Tamashiro
Suzue Watanabe




131

APPENDIX B

ORIGINAL STATEMENT OF FAITH OF THE
ASSOCIATION OF BAPTIST CHURCHES
OF HAWAII

Adopted, July 16, 1943

1. Inspiration of the Seriptures. We believe that
the author of the 0ld and New Testaments is the Holy Spirit
using the instrumentality of men in the writing that we
might know the mind of Ged in His saving purpose and

Jjudgement for mankind and that the Bible is our only perfect
and true standard for faith and practice.

2. The Person of God. We believe that there is only
one true and 1Iving God who in His infinity is the omnipo-
tent, omniscient, and omnlpresent Spirit and Creator of the
universe, perfect in holiness, grace, and love; and who in
the unity of the Godhead is three pearsons, the Father, the
Son, and the Hely Spirit; equal in perfection though execut-
ing distinet but harmonious offices of redemption and in the
supreme and gracious control of all creation.

3., The Fall of Man. We believe that man was created
in God's image with holiness, but by free will chose evil so
that from that time all mankind has been c¢onceilved in and
naturally inelined toward sin, thereby beilng under just con-
demnation of righteousness to punishment without defense and
excuse.

4. The Freeness of Salvation and Justification. We
believe that God so loved the world that only through His
perfect grace and not by justification through man's works
or merit--He gave His only begotten son, Jesus Christ, to be
born of a virgin so that soclely by faith in his atoning
death on the eross and His bodily resurrection whosoever
among sinners may be saved and may receive His complete
redemptive salvation {justification) from eternal death in
sin unto eternal life, and the peace and joy of fellowship
in loving obedience to Him as Lord.

5. Grace in Regeneration, Repentance, Faith, Sancti-
fication and Election. We belleve that in order to be saved
sinners must be born again of the Spirit through sincere
repentance for sin and absolute faith in Jesus Christ as
Saviour by the power of the Holy Spirit working within and
without, endowing man with a newness of life in which there
is to be patient and persistent growth unto the perfection
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of sanctification whereby we may make the certainty of our
purposeful election unto salvation by God by the fruits of
our holy life.

6. The New Testament Chureh. We believe that a
visible, particular chureh of Christ is a congregation of
baptized believers associated by covenant in the faith and
fellowship of the Gospel; observing the ordinances of
Christ; governed by His laws, and exercising the gifts,
rights, and privileges invested in them by His word; that
its oniy scriptural officers are Bishops or Pastors, and
Deacons whose qualifications, claims, and duties are defined
in the epistles to Timothy and Titus.

7. Baptism and the Lord's Supper. We believe that
Christian Baptism s the immersion in water of a believer in
the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, to
show forth in a solemn and beautiful emblem our faith in the
erucified, buried and risen Saviour, with its effect in our
death to sin, and resurrection to new life; that it is pre-
requisite to the privileges of a church relation. The
Lord's Supper is the ordinance in which members of the
Church, by the sacred use of bread and the cup, are to com-
memorate together the sacrificial love of Christ; preceded
always by solemn self-examination.

8. The Lord's Day. We believe that the first day of
the week (Sunday) i1s the Lord's Day, in commemoration of His
resurrection, or the Christian's Sabbath; and it is to be
kept saered for religious purposes and the feeding of one's
soul.

9. The Separation of Chureh and State. We belleve
that eivil‘E%#ernment is of divine appointment, for the
interests and good order of human society; and that the
officers of the law are to be prayed for, conscientiously
honored and obeyed, except only in things opposed to the
will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only Lord of the
conscience, and the Prince of the kings of the earth.

10. The World to Come. We believe that the end of
the age is approaching, that Christ will judge the world
where a solemn separation will take place, that the wicked
shall be adjudged to endless punishment, and the rightous
to endless joy; and that this judgement will fix forever the
final state of man in heaven or hell, in principles of

righteousness.

Source: [Association of Baptist Churches of Hawaiil,
"Constitution and Proposed Changes and Proposed By-Laws of
the Hawaii Baptist Convention,® 1945, pp. 1-2.
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AFPPENDIX C

APPLICATION FOR AFFILIATION WITH SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
Adopted, November 23, 1951

The Hawaii Baptist Convention, in its Ninth Annual
Meeting at Honolulu, Hawaii, hereby petitions the Southern
Baptist Convention for recognition as a cooperating constitu-
ent body. The churches affiliated with the convention are in
agreement with the doectrinal position of Southern Baptists,
It is our desire to cooperate to the fullest possible extent
in the great worldwide program of Southern Baptists.

Hawaii occupies the unique position of being the only
territory of the United States whieh is classified as a foreign
mission area by the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board.
Since 1940 the Foreign Mission Beard of the Southern Baptist
Convention has carried on mission aetivity in these islands.
During this period the Board has made subatantial grants of
money toward the advancement of the cause of Christ throughout
the Territory. We express our appreciation to the great hosts
of Southern Baptists who through their gifts to the Foreign
Mission Board have made possible these grants for our work. We
count it a great privilege to work in cooperation with the
Foreign Mission Board, and we have an abiding appreciation for
the counsel and direction which this Beoard has given to our
undertakings.

- This Convention was organized in 1943 as the Associa-
tion of Baptist Churches of Hawaii. Its name was changed two
years later to the Hawaii Baptist Convention. Messengers from
five churches entered into the constitution of this organization
Now there are thirteen churches with a total membership of 2,087
affiliated with the Convention. All but two of these churches
are under the Foreign Misslon Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention. * This year these thirteen churches reported 279
baptisms.

Within the last ten years property having a value of
approximately one million dellars has been acquired and
developed.

Last year the churches affiliated with this Conven-
tion gave $13,712.40 to missions. Of this amount $5,799.77
was sent to the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist
Convention for distribution.

This petition is being forwarded to you through the
Foreign Mission Board.

¢ Source: Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1951, pp.
25-2 .
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APPENDIX D

TABLE XI
CHURCHES AFFILIATED WITH THE CONVENTION
A3 OF DECEMBER 31, 1958

Year of
Year of Initial
Chureh Island Organization Affiliation

Hilo, Kaumana Drive Hawaiil 1951 1951
Hilo, Kinoole Hawaii 1946 1947
Hauoiulu, Academy Oahu 1951 1951
Honolulu, Aina Haina Oahu 1955 1955
Honolulu, Kalihi Oahu 1952 1952
Honolulu, Nuuanu Oahu 1943 1943
Honolulu, Qlivet Oahu 1941 1943
Honolulu, University Avenue Oahu 1946 1947
Honolulu, Waialae Oahu 1949 1950
Honolulu, Waikiki Cahu 1952 1952
Kahului Maui 1945 1945
Kailua Oahu 1957 1957
Kaneche, Pali View Oahu 1952 1952
Kaunakakai Molokai 1950 1950
Lihue Kauai 1958 1958
Pearl City Oahu 1958 1958
Pearl Harbor, First Southern Oahu 1957 1957
Wahiawa, First Oahu 1934 1943
Waianae Oahu 1953 1953
Wailuku Maui 1952 1952

Waimea Kauai 1943 1943

Source: Hawail Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957;
Hawaii Baptist Convention, "Book of Reports, 1958.%
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ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE CONVENTION

Date President Recording Secretary
1943 July 16 Edwin B, Dogier Edward M. Shipman
1944 Aug. 25 Edwin B. Dozier Edward M. Shipman
1945 July 21 Edwin B. Dozier Harold A. DeGroff*
1946 Aug. 27-28 Victor Koon* Harold A. DeGroff
1947 Aug. 28-29 Vietor Koon Itsuko Saito*
1948 Nov. 24-26 Joe W, Baileyx* Itsuko Saito
1949 Nov. 23-25 Joe W. Bailey Itsuko Saito
1950 Nov. 22-24 Joe W. Bailey Itsuko Saito
1951 Nov. 21-23 Jasper C. Wilkinson Itsuko Saito
1952 Nov. 26-28 Jasper C. Wilkinson Itsuko Saito
1953 Nov. 25-27 Chester R. Young Louise Holman*
1954 Nov. 25-26 Chester R. Young Itsuko Saito*
1955 Nov. 24=25 H. B. Ramsour, dJr. Mrs. Ernest Apple
1956 Nov. 8-9 H. B. Ramsour, Jr. Mrs. Ernest Apple
1957 Nov. 1l4-15 Malcolm W. Stuart Moriyoshi Hiratani
1958 Nov. 13-14 Malcolm W. Stuart Chester R. Young*

st

— ———

*The service of this officer was in the place of the
elected one.

Source:

Hawaii Baptist Convention, Annual, 1945-1957.
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