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PREFACE

| amastoundinglychosen by GodOs grace to participate in GodOs eternal plan
for his glory. | am in awe of the overriding sovereignty and grace of é®djJory, his
purposes, antdis salvation of my souBeyond offering me salvation, God has called me
to preach and telaof him and his plan through the sacred Scriptures. It is with a sense of
wonder and humility that | participate in the gospel ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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his personal life with his ministerial life provided a model of consistency for me to
emulate He was the same in the barn or garden as he was in the plylpriother
prayed for me regular] as well as counseled me through many of life@sageways
These counseling sessions often took paceofficially@s she gave me hair cuts.

My wife, Susie, has been a bedrock of stability throughout our years together.
She keeps me modest and refirat times when, by nature, | would be outlandish and
silly. She has provided a wonderful home in which to raise our five childreis andie
helper suitable for myninistry and for every aspect of life.

Several individuals encouraged me to pursughérministerial training.
Without the influences dbr. Edgard Traboulsi, Dr. Les Ollil&r. Jim Newcomer, and
Rod Philips, my journey into continuing education may never have occuired.
appreciate the excellenr&luate &idies program provided by DBrent Belford, the
staff, and teachers at Northland International University.

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary graciously accepted all my transfer
credits and allowed me to complete my degree with themm humbledo be part of the
SBTS familyandto receive my degree from this highly esteemed institution
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| am extremelyappreciativeof Dr. Oren Martin who served as my faculty
supervisor for this projectle spent numerous hours working with me on theological
issues and on writing clearly; hetf#ully answeredny many emails. He has come
alongside me and discipled me with integrity, honestyl much patience. ppreciate
him as a supervisomentor, and friend.

Finally, | am deeply grateful for the congregation of Great Edkéle
Church who hired an uneducated man to be their shepherd, and then happily sent him off
to school. Through thepatienceprayes, and financial suppoih this endeavqgrall of us
in this family have growin the faith. It is my prayer thate faithfully continueto learn
of, love, worship, and serve our great God, and that we will glbiifytogetheras we

persevere to the end.

Tigg Vanaman

Holly, Michigan
Decembef017
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This projectwaswritten in conjunction wth GreatLakes BibleChurch
(GLBC) in Holly, Michigan For this project, | assess#te strengths and weaknesses of
our church.l thentargeed onespecific weaknesses for which | waasticularly

concerned and propasa method to strengthen this weakness

Context

Great Lakes Bibl€hurchwas born out of adversiiyp 2001, andthe original
members came from a difficult situation in another nearby chiirel.years later there
were more choppy watersgardingthe direction and leadership of the churthen in
August 2015the church family experienced two surprising deaths that caused great
sorrow and consternation. Dotted between these have been the typical human experiences
of pain and sufferingOur church hasotbeenuniquein these incents, but thee

experiences didstablish the neddr teaching and encouraging our saints to persevere.

Strengths of Ministry Context

Since being forgethrough adversitythe members d6LBC have always
enjoyed a spirit of unity, love, and care for one another e first several years there
was a spirit of revival and we saw tremendous blessings frerhdrd. The revival spirit
developed intomauthenticspirit of sincerity towards God and others.

Membersof GLBC have a admiratiorand respect foGodO¥Vord andattend
worship with hungry hearts. Our people have an appetitaitibcal exposition.This
eagerneshas transitioned out @fdiet oftopical preaching and the people have come to

valuethe deeper study, meaning, and application of the Scriptures.
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Another strength aELBC is the spiri of enthusiasm and sincerity aur
worship.Since | became the pasiarMay 2007 | have emphasized that worship is not a
spectator sport done for entertainment or-ggtification, but rather an expression of our
love and admiration for who God is and thanksgiving for what he has done. We practice
corporate Scripture readings andecdiisms, as well as incorporatiSgripture readings
into the songs we sing. Since the congregation razegrod is our audience ahis
Word is central, we are truly able to worship in spirit and in truth.

The sum of these strengths is that this is a teachable congregation. When the
truth of Scriptureis explainedthe peoplere wiling to apply and obey whati¢actes It
is in thislearningenvironment that | anticipadevalking our peoplehrough thedoctrine

of perseverance and seethgir faith grow.

Weaknesses of Ministry Context

Several weaknesse@gthin the ministry of GLBOmack this projectelevant
First, a large percentage of our people Haageither a narrow or uninformed
understanding of the end times, or eschatology. Many have attended church fangears
been aught only the préribulatioral viewN that the church will be rapted out of the
world before aseven year tribulation beginBhus these people have relegated the
concept of perseverance to the back burner becausbdheyethe church will not have
to endure the prescribed trials of the tribulageniod*

Second church membersave grown up in an era of freedom and affluence
within the United States of Americaherethey have experiencéittle persecution. @ly

a handful of our oldest membewgere children during the difficulties of The Great

Y1t is not the aim of this project to go into great deptHiszuss the differing eschatological
views, or to disregard entirely the grébulational view. However, the consideration on this topic will be to
recognize that no one theological system understands eschatology perfectly; thus, we cannot be dogmatic
onany one view. Rather, we need to be prepared to endure until ChristOs return no matter what the events
may be leading up to his return. For more information regawiffeyent views of the end timespnsult
John F. WalvoordThe Revelation of Jesus Chr{€hicago: Moody Presd966, and a pamphlet by
Timothy PaulJonesFour Views of the End TiméSorrance, CARose Publising, 2010).



Depression and World War 1l. Sintteen they,and those who were born later, have

lived through theprosperous lagr half of the twentieth centuXywhere not only business
was big, bulsothe churchAdd to this the prdribulational view, and many sertsthey
wouldride the apex of Anrégcan culture right into heavesithout suffering persecution

or tribulation Additionally, oo membership needed be protectedgainsthe false
teachings of the Prosperity Gospdlich teaches if an individual gives of his resources to
God, then God Miibless him with material wealth and prospefitgowever, GodOs call
for his children to persevere inherently implies that there are difficulties, not blessings,
through which tendure Our congregatiohas not fallen subject to this influence, but
they did it would be further detrimental to their understanding of perseverance.

Third, | had nottaught our congregatidhe doctrine operseveranceés a
relatively newer churcfestablished in 2001bther doctrineseeded to be taughs we
estabished the mission and purpose of our church. Anottesons thatl wanted our
people to understar@odOpeople are called to suffering. Also, they needed to realize
additional views of eschatologakist which hold that the church will continue to suffe
until ChristOs comingutinstill confidence in them that Christ will return victoriously
regardless of world conditions leading up to his comBegause of these factoidelt

compelled to preachn perseverance in order to equip our samthisarea

Rationale

Due to the aforementioned weaknesses within GLUB€@nsd theburden to
prepare our people ttaveafaith that willendure to the end. Since eschatology is not an
exact science, our people nedtb be prepared for whatever sceadhe end game
presents. & examplejf the rapture of the church is actuabter the tribulation

(Historic Millennial View) rather than before the tribulation (Dispational Millennial

’For more information on the Prosperity Gospel, consult David W. Jones and Russell S.
Woodbridge Health, Wealth & Happess: Has the Prosperity Gospel Overshadowed the Gospel of
Christ?(Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2010).
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View),? | would not want them to say, OWell, Pastor Tigg tslthatwe would nobe
here for thdribulatiorN | wonder what else he taught us that is not trued®r such
circumstances, they would be diahtened and their faith would be shakiis
imperative ve recognize GodOs eternal plan will prevail no matter whethenderstand
the specific details of how #éliplan culminates. We must haid the prevailing paer of
Jesus Christ, thieion of Judah and thRoot of David who hasconqueredn spite of
SatanQOs attempts throughout history to defed®&platRev5:5). Therefore, it was
necessary to teathe prevailing plan of God fdrelievers tchavefaith in the Christwho
prevails rather thafaith in their understandingf the last days

Second, it waghcumbent our people understand the prosperous state of th
church in thdJnited States of America isygical to thegeneral status of the church
througtout the centurie$Our countryhastraditionallyenjoyed religious freedom with
little interference from governmentintil recent years the moral fabric of the majority of
our culture reflected dudeeChristian ethic and has thus been accepting of Christianity.
However,the culture in Americés changingand hostilities against Christianitave

increasd.” The Bible teahes repeatedly that GodOs people will encounter tribulation in

%JonesFour Views of the End Timga, 4.Jones defines Historic Millennialism as Othe belief
that Christians will remain on the earth durihg great tribulation. The tribulation will purify the churches
by rooting out false believers, and the second coming of Christ will precede the millenniumO (4). Jones
describes those who hold to Dispensational Millennialism Obelieve the rapture andceetiogdof Jesus
aretwo separate event$he rapture comdseforethe great tribulation, and the second coming ocatfies
itO (2).

“One can read the book of Acts and the NT epistles to see how Christians in the first century
were persecuted. For Christipersecution throughout church history, consult John Fd@New FoxeOs
Book of Martyrsrewritten and updated by Harold J. Chadwick (North Brunswick, NJ: Bilidges
Publishers, 1997). For a contemporary publication which documents believers still being persecuted
throughout the world, see OThe Voice of the MartyrsO newsletter, acceaseyl §a2016,
https://www persecution.com

*The moral digression of American culture is observed in rulings by the US Supreme Court
that allows for abortioN Roe v. Wade70-18 (1973), and the acknowledgement of homosexual
marriageBl Obergefell v. Hodged4-556 (2015). Moral decline in culture is seen in the rise in crime,
sexual promiscuity, drug abuse, suicide, gang activity, fraud, child abuse, and apathy towards God
religion, and church attendarité&eeC100 Facts about The Moral Collaps‘eﬂmnerlca Thatare Almost
Too Crazy ¢ Believe,Gccessed January 6, 20h@&p://thetruthwins.com/archives/198ctsaboutthe-
m0raLcoIIapseof-amerlcathatarealmosttoocrazyto believe To consult the Christian response to the
digression away from the Jud@&@ristian ethic, see Albert MohleCulture Shift: Engaging Current Issues
with Timeless TrutliColorado Springs: Multhomah BookX)08).



the world (John 15:20; 16:33; Mark 10:3;ts 14:22; Rom 8:17; 1 The8:3; 2 Tim
3:12; 1 Peb:10).Believers need to understaGadd has calledsto sufferand we are to
persevereAlso, ths project was tde proactive against the false teachings of the
Prosperity GospelUnderstandingurjourneyis one of sharing in sufferings with Christ
dispelsthe notion of a meaty OprosperousO Christian [ifaus, this project wa
necessary to equipur people withie truth of GodOs call to enduraraze with
discernment to insulate them from the spurious teachings of the Prosperity Gospel.
Third, other than referencing @n occasionl hadnot taughthevery important
doctrine of perseverance dur congregatiarDue to the newness of our churother
foundational doctrines havaken primacy in the teachimginistry, such a?Names and
Attributes of GodHow We Got Our BibleEvangelism, What is the Churgh?
Meaningful MembershipandWorshiping in Spirit and TrutiNow that theseore
doctrines have providdtie grounavork for a healthy church, it becamecessary to

address the doctrine of perseverance.

Purpose

The purpose of this project w#oinstructand equighe membershipt Great

Lakes BibleChurch inHolly, Michigan in the doctrine of pseverance

Goals

In order to equip the members@LBC and accomplish thpurpose of this
project, fourgoals weraecessary. These goals refégtthe steps that wetaken to train

memberof GLBC in their understandingnd applicatiorof perseverance

1. The first goawasto assesshe current knowledgef the doctrine of
perseverancamong members @reat Lake®ible Church

2. The seond goawasto develop denweek sermon series perseverance
entitled,’'he Prevailing Plan of Go0.

3. The third goalvasto increase th&nowledgeof perseverancamong members of
Great Lake®ible Church.



4. The fourth goalvasto develop a eightlessonstudy guidecurriculumto equipour
peopleand/orto use as aliscipleship toalThis curriculum gres out of the first
three goals

The four goals stated above reqdieedefined means of measurement and
standard of success to ensure their complé&tidre following section detaitthe research
methodology and instrumesised to measure the success cheansecutive goal,

whichin turn contributd to the successful completion of the project.

Research Methodology

Four goals were set ttetermine the effectiveness of this projddte first
goalwasto assess the knowledgad resolvef our people rgarding perseverance. This
goalwasmeasured by admsteling the QuestionnairdRegarding Perseverantmeassess
the individualOscriptural knowledgeof perseverancéFurtherquestonsassessdthe
individualOsesolve to persevere by examinimow they wouldespond to trials and
suffering.This goalwascorsidered accessfully met when twentgembers had
comgeted the questionnairand when the results wesaalyzed to yield a clearer picture
of ther understanding of biblical perseverafice.

The second goalasto developa terweeksermonseriesentitiedThe
Prevailing Plan of Godlhe first half of thesermon series was tiemonstrate that GodOs
plan in ceation has prevailed in spite of all SatanOs attempts to destroy it and will
continue to prevail into eternity. This would establish the theological basis for the second
half of the series which would heersonal application regardingerseverance of
individual saints who are part of GodOs prevailing flaefirst half of theserieswasa
biblical theology of Reeglation5:5whereChristhas conquered and is worthy to open the

scrollsof judgment The titlesgiven to JesysOthe Lion of the tribe of Judaind the

®All of the research instrunmés used in this project weperformed in compliance with and
approved by the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Research Ethics Committee prior to use in the
ministry project.

'See appendix 1.

8See appendix 2.



Root ofDavid,d3 connect back to theromised offspringf Geresis3:15.1 tracel the
enmityof Satan against this promisefispringto see how GodO#ap prevailed on every
occasiort’ For the second half of the seriesaughtthe biblical doctrine o€The
Perseverance of the Sai@primarily out of the gospel of John, in order for our people to
understand the Scriptunatomises and blessings of perseverambe. seriesoncludel

with examples oindividuals throughout chukrchistoryuntil themodern day whhave
prevailed in thdaith. The peopleof GLBC needed to realize they musve faith in

Christ rather thasomforts, andletermine tgrevail in light of increasing hostilities
towards Christianity in our cultur@he dojective of thisseries wa to increase our
peopleOs understanding of the magnitude of GodOs plahatpian has unfolded

within redemptive historyhow GodOs people have prevailed throughout histodhow

our individual livesfit in to GodOs eternal plarhis goal wasneasured by the elders of
GLBC who usd a rubric to evaluate the biblical faithfulness, clarity, and relevance of the
sermon serie$. This goal was to have a minimum of 90 percent of all the rubric
evaluation indictors meet or exceed the sufficiéewel (marked 3 or 4 on the scale).

The third goalvasto increaseahe knowledgeof perseverancamong the
members of GLBCThis goalwasmeasured by radministering the prksermon sees
QuestionnairdRegarding Persevanceandwasconsidereguccessfulvhen at-test fo
dependent samples demonstraqubsitive statistically significant diffence in the pre
and postseriesresults A t-test for dependent samples Oinvolves a comparison of the
means from each group ofsses and focuses on the differences between the s¢bres.O

The fourth goalvasto develop arightlessoncurriculumthat our people

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are fronktigtish Standard Version
Ysee appendix 3.
Hsee appendix 4.

2Neil J. Salkind Statistics ér People Who (Think They) Hate Statistigsl ed. (Thousand
Oaks,CA: Sage, 2008), 191.



couldreference, give to others, or use as a discipleshigadtiis curriculum gres out

of a refinement ofhe materl covered in the sermaseries the elderOs evaluation of the
sermon seriegnd the assessment of fire andpostseries questionnaseThe
curriculumwasevaluated by our team of eldersing a rubri@as the instrument of
measuremerif. This goalwasconsdered succssfully met when a minimum of 90

percentof all the rubric evaluain indicators meor exceeddthe sufficiency level.

Definitions and Limitations/Delimitations

The followingdefinitions of key tams wee used in the ministry project:

Biblical theology.This project lookdat abiblical theology of Reglation5:5
to understad that the elder in heaven udedJesus the titles OThe Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Bot of DavidO to link tGenesis3:15. In this context, Hamilton provides a
good working definition, O interpretive perspective reflected in the way the biblical
authors have presented their understanding of earlier Scripture, redemptive history, and
the events they are describingzoanting, celebrating, or addressing in narratives,
poems, proveds, letters, and apocalypses. To.learn to read the Bible is to learn to
understand this world from the perspective of the biblical authors, which is to learn a
divinely inspired persp¢ive G°

Creation/ceated historyThese terms reféo GodOs creation of time, space,

135ee appendix 5.
1see appendix 6.

2James M. Hamilton, JAWha Is Biblical Theology? Guide to the BibleOs Story, Symbolism,
and PatterngWheaton, IL:Crossway, 2014), 180. Rosner gives a broader and helpful definition:
OBiblical theology is principally concerned with the overall theological message of theBigieldt
seeks to understand the parts in relation to the whole and, to achieve this, it must work with the mutual
interaction of the literary, historical, and theological dimensions of the various corpora, and with the inter
relationships of these withithe whole canon of Scripture. Only in this way do we take proper account of
the fact that God has spoken to us in Scripture. . . . Biblical theology may be defined as theological
interpretation of Scripture in and for the church. It proceeds with laatand literary sensitivity and seeks
to analyze and synthesize the BibleOs teaching about God and his relations to the world on its own terms,
maintaining sight of the BibleOs overarching narrative and Christocentric focus.O Brian SNRwsner,
Dictionary of Biblical Theologyed. T. D. Alexander and Brian S. Rosner (Leicester, England: Inter
Varsity Press, 2000),-B0.



matter, and all things in them (Gen 1; Acts 4:24; Neh 9:6; Rev 10:6). The timeframe runs
from the original creation (Gen 1) to the new creation (Re221This historyis

distinguished from the perspective of the eternal God, who knows no limits of time,
space, or matter and exists outside of and beyond his creation (Ps 90t136:26; John
17:24; Eph 1:4; 1 Pet 1:20; Rev 1:8).

Enmity. Thisterm comes fronGenesis3:15 ands defined by Eastman as
Odeepooted hatred’®This hatred exists in the heart of Satan lagd the foundation for
theagelong battleof Satan against GodOs promised MesMlathews says, &@nityO
has the intensity of hostility experiencedarg nations in warfare (e.g., Ezek 25:15;

35:5) and the level of animosity that results in murder (e.g., Num 35:21). The language of
the passage indicates a{#addeath struggle between combatadfs.

EschatologyMyersdefines thisasQhe biblicalperspective concerning events
to take place in the last dag¥¥ A broader viewunderstandsschatology to be the
consummation ofite wholebiblical story, thus a lens through which to understand all of
Scripture Bealeposits, OThe OT storylifig] the kasisof the NT storyline, [and] . . . the
goal of the NT storyline is GodOs glory, and that the main stegtoing to that goal is
ChristOs establishment of an eschatologicalaneational kingdom and its expansion.

... The definition oeschatolog should be refined as the movement toward the-new
creational reign, . .toward a regaining of what was in Eden beforeGin

Prevailing Plan of GodThe eternal @n of God is to be glorifiednd make

himself knownwithin the arena of creatidi?s 67;1 Cor 8:6; Col 1:18.7; Rev 4:911).

R ) %M. G. EastonFastonOs Biblei@ionary (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893), s.v.
Oenmity.O

Kenneth A. MathewsGenesis 1:D11:26, The New AmericanCommentaryvol. 1A
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996), 245.

R 18AII'en C. Myers,The Eerdmans BibleiBtionary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987), s.v.
Oeschatology.O

1%G. K. Beale A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the
New(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011);2%



The means by which God will be glorifiedtiee sending ofiis Son, Jesus, into the world
as a human offsprinig pay the penalty of manOs sin andfter salvation from GodOs
wrathto the human rac@ohn3:16-21; 17:2024; 1 Pet 1:181). Satan will endeavor to
defeat God@®on from coming into the world and being the Savior of rbeih GodOs
plan will prevail (Gen 3:15John 1:1-5; Rom 16:20Heb 2:14; 1 John 3)8° GodOs plan
will culminate in victory when hgidges Satan and his followers to eternal damnation,
and gathers the redeemed of God to live with him foréRev 1¥P2). Jug like in the
original creation (Gen -2), GodOs people witince again dwell with God in perfection
for all eternity(Rev 21:7)* GodOs plan will prevail in spite of every one of SatanOs
attempts to destroy it.

Redemptive historyhis refers tathe same timeframasQreation histor@but
emphasize§odOpurposesn creationhistoryto redeem mankinftom thecurse upon
creation through hiSon, Jesus Christ, unto tgery of God and to judge all who
oppose GodRev 45; 20:1ER2:21).

Type;typology.Myersgives a basic definitiorfA relationship in which
something occurring in the past is a copy or pattérsomething in the present or future.
.. .Persons, events, or things in the Old Testament, while possessing true historical
validity in themselves, also function as divinely appointed illustrations of what was yet to
comeB3? Hamilton gives a morecademic definition(zanonical exegesis that observes
divinely intended patterns of historical correspondence and escalation in significance in
the events, people, or institutions of Israel, and these types are in the redemptive

historical stream that fles through the Bibl€¥> These two definitions agree by stating

2'See appendix 3.

?1See appendix 7.

*Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionarg.v. Otypology.O

*3James M. HamiltonJr., @vas Josepla Type of the Messiahfracing the Typological

Identification between Joseph, David, and Jg&sarscessed October 12, 20hétp://jimhamiton.info/wp-
content/uploads/2009/04/wgssepha-type-of-the-messiahsbjformatted. pdf
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that God uses people, themes, avehés in the OT to pattern afmreshadow signi€ant
redemptivepeople, themes, and evettiat are lateunfolded in the NT.

Two delimitationswereplacedon thisproject. First, the proje@ddressd
members of GLBC eighen years of age and old&his delimitation allowedLBC
membergo grow in understanding @ind preparation for perseverangecond, the
projectwasconfined to difteen-week timeframeThe full completion of théfteen
week projecincludal preassessmenpreparation angreachingof the sermon series,

postassessment, and curriculum development.

Conclusion

The Scriptureteach that true believers wikrsevere to the en@odpromises
his eternaplan will prevail, andChrist exemplifiegprevailing powein his earthly
ministry and in his eschatological roleh@pter 2of this projectfocusedon a biblical
theology of GodOs prevailing pkarbring Messialin spite of SatanOBats to destroy
it. Chapter3 taughtthe doctrine of the saintOs perseverance and how GodOs plan prevails
through his faithful peoplérhe objective fothe members of GLB@as for them to
recognize their liveas also beingart of GodOs victans, preailing plan, ande

encouragedo persevere in their faitio the end
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CHAPTER 2

THE PREVAILING PLAN OF GOD:
A BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF REVELATION 5:5

One of the most spectacular passages recorded in all of ScripReelation
5, whereJohn receivea visionof GodOs threroom in heaverin this chaptgrmany
themes of redemptive histdrgonvergél Jesus as Messiasalvation judgmentyictory,
worship, and the glory of Gdlohnwitnessedeavenly beings hailing Jesus Chaist
GodOs Lamb slain to redesrarkind, the one qualified to judge sinngasmd the only
one worthy of worshipVerse 5 is the key verse of the chaptéich declares why 3as
is so laudableQAnd ore of the elders said to m@eep no more; behold, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he cathepsaroll and its
seven seal@lt is significantthat the eldeintroduces Jesus by the namé#e Lion of
the tribe of Judartthe Root of DavidO vem he could have used any ottesignation
Messiah, the Alpha and Omega, the Good Shepherd, Judge eirgealid the deadyr
Son of GodHere towards the culmination of Scripgyheelderin Rewelation5:5 uses
the royal titlesOthe Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of D&t connectlesus
Christback to the beginning of creation and identify laigthe promiseaffspring of

Geresis3:15 whohas prevailed in spite @l SatanOs attemptsdestroy his coming

!See the definition of Oredemptive historyO in chap. 1 of this work, under ODefinitions and
Limitations/Delimitations,O 10.

%Schreiner recognizes this chaptsmp@haps the most importairt the entire book of
Revelation explaining, OEven though Revelation emphasizes the sovereignty and glory of Christ, his death
is the fulcrum of all history. . . . John is informed that the OLion of the tribe of Judah, the Roadof Da
can open the sealed book (Rev 5:5). And yet when John actually looks to see the conqueror, he sees not a
mighty lion but rather a slain lamb (Rev 5:6). The key to all history and the outworking of GodOs promises
is the death of the Lamb. Victory ovevil comes not through a military triumph but rather through the
suffering of the Lamb. However, the slain Lamb is also the one who achieves victory and conquers, and so
here John merges the Jewish traditions of the slain lamb and the conquering lamta® Rh8chreiner,
New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Chi@&tand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008), 429.
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This gudy isabiblical theology of Reglation5:52 JohnOs initial reaction may
have been one of confusigRev 5:4) but once he processi® storyline of redemptive
history, hecomprehendghis visionand allits implications.Several vitacomponent®f
redemption historare alluded to in this scene mdt specifically addresse@herefore,
it is best to considelohnOs knowledgecording tdiblical theology as Hamilton

describes

One of the prirary aims of biblical theology is to understand and embrace the
worldview of the biblical authors. In order to do this, we have to know the story

they take for granted, the connections they see between the events in that story, and
the vxzays they read latparts of the story by the light that emanates from its earlier
parts:

An overarching study in biblical theologyentifieswhat John already understoadout

GodOs eternal plaandwhy this particular scene Rewelation5:5 is so momentous
Johnrecoqizesthat kefore the foundation of the world, Gotoseto facilitate

his plan of salvation and judgment thgh his eternal So@ohnl:1-5; 17:24; Rev

13:8)° Early in Genesis, God promiséo bring his Son as arffspring (Oseed@rom

mankind. The promise of GodOs conuffgpringbecomes refinettom thegeneral

human populatiofiGen 3:15), to onspedfic nation (Gen 121-3), to one tribe within that

nation(Gen 49:810), to one family within that tribe (2 Sam 7), until it finds flithent

in precisely one individual, the Gadan, Jesus Christ (Matf dohn 1:15; Gal 4:4. Now

*See the definition of Obiblical theologyO in chap. 1 of this work, under ODefinitions and
Limitations/Delimitations,O 8.

“James M. Hamilton, JWhat Is Biblical Theology? A Guide to the BibleOs SSymbolism,
and PatterngWheaton, IL: Crossway, 201412,

°See appendix 7.

®James M. Hamilton, JiGod®s Glory in Salvation through Judgment: A Biblical Theology
(Wheaton|L: Crossway, 2010), 3Hamiltonargueghat GodOs glory revealed in salvation through
judgmentis the Ocenteddthe Bible story This is a valid claim when it is considered that God isKoly
totally separate from evil. If God allowed evil to exist, hewd cease to be holy. Therefore, in the
judgment of sin God maintains his_holiness and his glory. Additionally, if there is no judgment on evil,
there is nothing from which to be Osaved.O Thus, God is glorified in both the salvation of repentant men and
the judgment of unrepentant men.
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in Rewelation5, John realizethe onewhom the elder presentsthis promisedoffspring
of Geresis3:15,come through human linea@eion of Judah, Root of Davidand the
one toculminateGodOsternalplan.

Furthermorethe elder declares thison of Judah, Root of Davidas
conqueredThroughout creation histofyGodOslory is stunningly revealed as his plan
triumphs in théface of seemingly certain deféaBodOplanto produce thisffspring
(Christ)has prevailed against all Satanflensivesagainst itWhenGodOs children
comprehend God@grnalprevailing plan, theyare encouraged to previtirough GodOs
plan for thei ownlives. Though beset biemporalbattlesand afflictions Christianscan
rejoice knowing theiwveeping will be turnetb joy and their @athto victory (Ps 30:5;

Rom 8:18;1 Cor 15:5158;2 Cor 4:718; 1 Pet 13-9; 5:1011; Rev 20:1@R1:8).

Revelation 55 Expresseshe Fulfillment of GodOs
Prevailing Plan Establishedin Genesis 3:15

The elder in Reslation5:5 tells John that there is one in heaven who has
conquered and is worthy to pour out GodOs judgmentsaitithas been conquered?
Who is theconquero? What has been the battlegro@nd

The implied conflict which has been conquered harkens back begiening

of creation. God makeal thingsby his own will and for his glory (Gen-2; John 1:15;

’See the definition of Ocreation historyO in chap. 1 of this work, under ODefinitions and
Limitations/Delimitations,O-8.

®Time after time throughout the Bilffsirama God reveals his power in such a timely fashion
so ago accentuate his overcoming dominance and his prevailing floogn the human perspectives
when it seems Satan has the upper hand and Glaal@®pld never succeed, God valiantly stept® the
stage to win the victory and overcomgainstall odds. In addition to the accounts that are highlighted in
this project, this dynamic is also seen in the stories of the flood (Ggrtlée Tower of Babel (Gen 11),
Joseph (Gen 330), Elijah against the prophets of Baal (1 Kgs 18), David and Goliath (1L 3grthe
returns from Babylonian captivity (2 Chr 36; Ezra; Neh), and the preservation of the Jewish people in
Esther. In reality, God and his plan have never been in jeopardy of failure. God is omnipotent and
sovereigiN he reigns victoriously and supremelyowever, when God astonishes mankind with a Osurprise
victory,O this simply adds to manOs opinion of the grandeur and majesty of AimighBn€od the
recurring nuances of GodOs plan is that he takes that which appears to be dead and resunesisg by
new life. Abraham and Sarah giving birth in their old age (Gen-Z}; Bhadrach, Meshach, Abednego,
and Daniel being preserved from seemingly certain death (Dan 3, 6), the resurrection of Lazarus (John 11),
and the resurrection of Jesus Chrise(M27) are examples of this truth. When God brings victory from
defeat and life from deatiman stands aghast am@rvels at GodOs wondrous power and ultimate glory.
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1 Cor 8:6; Col 1:181.7; Rev 49-11). Manis made in GodOs own image @husthe
pinnacle of GodOs creation (Ge26127). God commandsanto Obe fruitful and
multiplyOin order toreproduceGodOs imagand fill the whole eah with GodOs glory
(Gen 1:28Y Into this drama step8odOs enem$atan, in the formfa serpent (Gen 3).
SatanQOs desiret@srob God of his glory and possess all glfor himself(Matt 4:1-11;

2 Thes 2:4; Rev12). To accomplish thisSatanattemps to steal from aation the
precise imagefaGodOs glofy man. Sata seducefdam and Eve to disobey God and
follow him. ManOs sin introducte curse of deh upon creation and interruptsanOs
perfectfellowship with the eternal, holy God.

ManOs fall doe®t catchGodby surprise. In a wathat onlythe sovereign
Godcoulddo, he hagblannedbefore creation tglorify himself byhaving his Son be the
conqueor of sinthroughhis own substitutionary deatbr mankind(Eph 1:314;2:4-7,;
3:7-11;1 Pet 118-21). Piperwrites

The revelation of the glory of GodOs grace plasned before creation and came to

its climax inthe death of Christ for sinnerk conceiving a universe in which to

display the glory of his grace, God did not choose OPlan B.O The death of Christ was
not an afterthought or adjustment. For this theense waplanned. Everything

leading tait, and everything flowing from it, is explained byt

In Geresis3:15, God pronounces SatanQ will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise gatjahd you
shall bruise his he@This ver introduces theafispringseed confligdbwhich will run
throughout timeSatan is not a physical being who reproduces chijd@the

offspring'seedof Sataris his followers'* The offspringkeed that comdsom the woman

°Andreas J. K3stenberger and Peter T. OOB3@&mation to the Ends of the Earth: A Baiall
Theology of Missiored. D. A. Carson (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001262%2.

%30hn Piper, OMy Glory | Will Not Give to Another,(Fiom Heaven He Came and Sought
Her: Definite Atonement in Historical, Biblical, Theological, and ®aal Perspectiveed. David Gibson
and Jonathan Gibson (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 635.

YAlan P. RossCreation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Gef@esisd

Rapids: Baker Academic, 1998), 145. Ross correlates SatanOs seresig G5 to those in the first
century who rejected the Lord and opposed his kingdom, and who are Oof your father the devilO (John
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is a singular noun and refers to one who déscend fronmankind tocrush
(Oconquef®Rev 5:5)Satanand punish his followerdlathews observes e and her
adversary are the progenitors of a lifelong struggle that will persist untihaatic
moment when the womanOs offspring will achieve the upperdta@dnesis 3:15 is
called theprotoevangeliunbecause it is th@irst good news©Of a comingand
conqueringSavior*

Thebattleground is SatanOenmityt against Goénd GodQslanto bring
this offspringinto the worldthrough the seed of the womarhis cosmic conflict
between the two seedstraceablethroughout theges of redemptivieistory. Whenman
sinned God graciously postpondise punishment adeathuntil man camproduce
offspring (life coming out of deafh which will lead to the fulfillment of Gessis3:15
Oncethis promisedffspring hascome ancconquered the enmity against him, he is
prepared to resto®odOs creatipredeerall who follow God andjudge all who oppose
JehovalN and this $ exatly what John sees in Relation5. The elder declarehe Lion
of Judah, the Root of David has conqueatt@ataidsissaultsbroughtsalvation and is
worthy to open the seals of GodOs judgme®tatan andhis offspring

Genesis 3:15 lays the foundationreflemptive historyand Reelation5
announces itsoonculmination However, several scenaseinserted imo this drama
between Genesis and Revelation. Frequently the actors find themselves, like John,
weeping and wondering if Goahd his plan will ever succeedjton each ingtnce God

prevails Man is awestruck. God is glorified.

8:44).

%K ennethA. Mathews Genesis 111:26, The New AmericatCommentaryvol. 1A
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishel$96), 245.

3K sstenberger an®@OBrienSalvation to the Ends of tHearth, 27.

“See the definition of OenmityO in chap. 1 of this work, under ODefinitions and
Limitations/Delimitations,O 9.

16



GodOs Plan Prevails throughluman History, as Seen in
the Genealogical Line of Israel.

As the storyline of the comingffspringdevelopghrough Genesjshe roots of
this family treebecome discernahlélexander posits that the central focus of Genesis is
the tracing of this promised seed coming through a unique familwhieh enjoys a
special relationship with God This lineagebegins withthe broad scope of humanity

and narrowso one specific natian

The Offspring to Prevail through
Mankind in General

In obedience to GodOs command to Obe fruitful and multiply and fill the earthO
(Gen1:28),Adam and Eve begin to have children. When Cain is born, perhaps Eve is
professing hebelief in the promisedffspringby declaring, Ol have gotten a man with
the help of the LORDO (Gen 4% But rather than being the conqueror of the serpent,
Cain proveso be Oof the evil one and murdered his brother@h13312). How soon the
prophesied enmity is fulfilléd righteous Abel is ded and Cain is a murdereropk that
this trend might be reverseddsrbedby CainOs descendant, Lamech, who also murders
(Gen4:23-24).

From thisepisode of deaflGodgraciouslygivesAdam and Evaew life
through the birth o&nother sonSeth(Gen 4:25)In contrast to the wicked descendants
of Cain,Seh produces a lineage which actualblls upon the Lod and walk with God
(Gen 4:2326; 5:21-24). Genesis 5 traces Settl€scendants tibamech, the father of
Noah. Lamech professéaith in the promise of Gessis3:15 by naming his so@NoahO
in hopes that he may be tb#springof the womarwho bring QeliefOfrom the curse

upon creatior{Gen 528-29).

15T, D. AlexanderFrom Paradise to the Promised Land: An Intuation to the Pentateuch,
2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002), 101.

%3ames M. BoiceGenesis: ArfExpositional CommentarfGrand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998),
250.
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However, the battle rages on ae #eed of Satan continues to wéavoc
among the human populatidvhatever the metho@eresis6:1-4 mentions the
prdliferation of ungodly offspring whicincreasesnanOsontentionagainst GodGen
6:3NIV). SatanQOsfluence is spervasivahatOthe wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only eiriiealyO (Gen
6:5). Satan has suehstranglbold on mankindhat God declares catastrophic destruction
of the earthwith a flood (Gen 6:57). At a time when it appears Satan padiuted the
seed line andefeated GodOs glanycreationthere is a sliver of hop@®But Noah found
favor in the eyes of the LordOg)®68). Noah is obediertb the promises of God, and
God graciously puts his favor on him. Noah and his family alone are preserved in the
judgment of the flood (Gen-8; Heb 11:7; 1 Pet 3:20)he battle is not oveGodOs glory

is still viable GodDsedemptiveplanis preservedGod has prevailed.

The Offspring to Prevail through
a Specific Nation

NoahOs descendants fail to replenish the earth withgidry (Gen 9;7)
and insteadinify to develop the rebellious, maenteredsociety known as Babel (Gen
11). God brings another judgment on man by confulsisganguage and the different
nationsof the world are bar. From these different natio@od chooses ormaan, Abram
from NoahOs spBhem(Gen 11:1626), to beginGodOshosemation(Gen 12:13). God
will implementseveraimajorelements ohis redemptiveplan througtthis nation called
Israel first, to proclaim GodOs name and Gagl@y to all the earthGen12:3; Num
14:21;Pssl; 2;67; 72;lsa 11:9; Hab 2:14 secand, to demonstrate that those who follow
Jehovah are blessed and those who rebel are diirsed 20:3; Deut; 11:2628;28; Ps
2); third, to designate @eople to receive and recoGodOs revelatigbeut 47-8; Ps
147:1920; John 4:22; Acts 7:3&om 3:2), andfourth, to providealineage through
whomthe pronised offspringMessiah will coméGen 3:15; Matt 117:5; Gal 3:8, 16)
Godpromises Abrahamthat all the nations of the earth will be blessed through(Giem
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12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:3; 28:13-14). This promisalirectly linksAbramto GodOs

created purpose of filling the earth with his imagel glory(Gen 1:2728; 9:1, 7 and to
bring the romisedoffspringof Geresis3:15. Mathewsmakesthis connectionO\s the

two parts of an hourglass goened by a slender neck, the role of this one man connects
the universal setting of [Gegi§ 1B11 and the worldwide vista of the promissory €Xil.

However, AbramOs wife, Saras barren. In their human wisdom, this couple
conspira for Abram to have ahild with their servant, Hagaand Ishmael is borfGen
16). God makes it clear, however, the will accomplish his purposésrough the
miraculous birth of Isaac, who is born to Abrafi&and Sarah in their old age (Gen
17:1521; 21:213). The bitter ivalry that ensues between Ishmael and I¢&&n 21:10)
harkens back to the seed conflict of Genesis E&Bntually, vhen Abraham passes the
test of faith in sacficing Isaac (which is a tyg&of the subsequent Messiah), further
affirmation is given tht it is through IsaathatGodOs chosefifspringwill come (Gen
22:1518). Godhasmagnified himselfby choosing to buildhis nation from a childless
couple. In the face of impossibility, God produtgswithin the deadvomb ofninety
year old Sarahend the seed line continues by GodOs prevailing power.

With a desirgo preserve the godly lindbraham sendisaacawayto marry a
woman from his familyather than a Canaanit®od leads Isaac to marry Rebekah and
they have two sons, Esau and Ja@@®@en24-25). God prophesies the younger Jacob will
be the one to continue the promised lineage, and Esau will serve him (Gen 25:23). The
sibling rivalry thatresultsis another display dheenmityof Geresis3:15(Gen 2527).

Just as his father had done wliim, Isaac insticts Jacob to take a wife frotbrahamOs

YKenneth A. MathewsGenesis 11:2% 50:26, The New AmericalCommentaryvol. 1B
(Nashvlle: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2005), 105.

R 1860q emphasizes his covenant with Abram by changing his name from Abram, meaning
Oexalted father,O to Abraham, meaning Ofather of a multitudeO (Gen 17:5).

See the definition of Otype; typologyO in chap.thisfwork, under ODefinitions and
Limitations/Delimitations,O 101.

19



family (Gen 28:15). However, henations that descend from Esau become enemies
against Jacob/lsrael, Gadéhosen lineage (Gen 15:28; 27:46;36:1-43; Exod 23:22
23; 34:1116) andcontinue to ths present day.

The Offspring to Prevail
through a Specific Tribe

Jacob marries his uncle LabanOs two daughters and their concubines (Gen
29:1-30). Fromthese four wome comethe twelve sos of Jacopwhich dtimately
become thewelvetribes of Israe(Gen 29:3£80:24 35:1618). Jacob and his faryil
eventually settlén EgyptwhereJoseph, JacobOs eleventh sowizier (Gen 3#60). As
Jacob nears death he pronounces blessings upon his twel\{(&sar¥9) The first three
sonsaredisqualified from family leadership because of swseph receives the actual
birthright (1 Chr5:1-2), butthe right to rule comes down toetfourth son, JudafGen
49:810).

Judah, however, is not sinless. The Joseph narrative is ilo@GehesisS7E60,
but an interesting insertion is made of JudahOsastdriis sirin Genesis38. JudahOs
only daughteiin-law, a Gentile name@amar, is twice widowed without girdescendant
for Judah. Later gnJudah hires a prostitute not knowing it is Tamar, andst(@erah
and Perez) are conceived from the union. In spite of this sin, Judah is tEtigmna
family leader(Gen 49:810).2° Jamieson, Fauss@ndBrown stateof the insertion of

Geresis38:

This chapter contains details, which probably would never have obtained a place in
the inspired record, had it not been to exhibit the full links of the chain that connects

?Possible explanatiorfer this exceptiorwith Judafhincludethe following (1) This is another
example of GodOs sovereignty in election (DeuB7mom 9) (2) Perhaps the sins of ReumneSimeon,
and Levi were more public and brought shame on the family name (Gen34:38:22), but Jud&bs sin
was private and persongB) Perhaps Judah demonstrated repentance (Gen 38:26i5 thuek elder
brothers did not(4) Judah had taken aalding role in spang JosephOs life (Gen 372#). (5)Judah
proved himself to be the spokesman &atler of the brothers when bfered himself as the scapegoat in
place of Benjaminwhich he did out of respect tos father, Israel (En 34:1434). (6)Eventual truths of
salvation are evidenced in this story, suchGsdOs inclusion of sinners, women, the childless, the
hopeless, and Gentiles into his family.
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the genealogy of the Saviour with Abraham; and in the disreputable character of the
ancestry who figure in this passage, we have a remarkable proof that OHe made
himself of no reputationO [Php 2%7].

This significant story is later linked to GodOs overall plan in the story of Ruth (Risth 4:
12,18-22) and in &sus ChristOs lineage in Mait1:1-6, and Luke 3:3B4.
Returning toJacol®s blessisgn his sons, and specificallpon Judah to be

the kingly line Geresis49records:

[8] Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your
enemies; your fatherOs sondldimw down before yoly9] Judah is a lionOs cub;

from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion
and as a lioness; who dares rouse HOP The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
nor the rulerOs staff from between bitfuntil tribute comes to him; and to him

shall be the obedience of the peoples.

The propheg, OYur hand will be on the neck of your enemiés®), ultimately bridges
the span frm the serpent crusher of Gasis3:15 to the conquerin@.ion of Judal®in
Rewelation5:5. Verse s the first mention of the titi&ionOin relation to Judah/erse
10 foreshadows a promised descendant from Judah who wilithie scepteandall
people willbe obedient to him

Genesis is foundational to Jdbsiblical theology andunderstanding of the
title given to Jesum Rewlation5, Othe Lion of the tribe of Jud&@Alexander states the

importance of Genesis the rest of the BibleOs story:

The book of Genesis not only intimates that this lineage will eventgiak rise to

a royal dynasty, but also anticipates that a future member of this line will conquer
his enemies and mediate GodOs blessing to the nations of the earth. Such
expectations are clearly important for appreciating how the book of Genesis
contritutes to the NT understanding of Jesus Chfist.

With GodOs promise to Abraham, and passed on to Isaac, Jacob, and Judah, the promised

messianic lineage narrows from the nation of Israel down to one tribe which God has

?IRobert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Bra@@ammentary Critical and Expnatory on
the Whole Bibl¢Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, 1997), 1:39.

22T, D. Alexander, OFurther Observations on the Term OSeed® in Geyregade(Bulleting8,
no. 2 (1997): 367.
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chosen for this taskhe promisedeed line of Gessis3:15 has been developing
throughout biblical history, but so has the enmity against it. As God focuses his attention
on this lineage, Satan focuses his at@@dfet, GodOs plan remains intact regardless of the
opposition.
The Offspring to Prevail through
a Specific Family

As the storyline progressethie offspringOs lineage has been refined from the
broad scopef humanity down to one natibhsrael, then to ontibe within that
natiorlN Judah. Now thabcus becoras even clearer as théfspringis prophesied to
come through onspecific family within Judalll the house of David.

IsraelOs histogpansrom the exodus, the wilderness wandefihthe
conquest ofCanaanto the time of the judge®ut ofvirtual unimpotanceand dismal
circumstanceghe messianic lineage remains unbroken through the story of Roith
sovereignlyorchestrates the marriageRiith, aMoabitessproselyte to Jehovalo an
honorableman of Judah namegbaz.The elderf BethlehemJudahaffirm this
marriage i pronouncing the fruitful blessing of the house of Jacob/Israel and of Judah
(Ruth 4:1112; Gen29; 30; 35:1618; 38:29-30). Boaz enacts the salvific overtonddtee
kinsman redeemer, and ard Ruth become ancestorglod great Kkng David (Ruth

4:1820).Regarding this segment of the lineaBeiguidsays

This genealogy links the events of the story with the line that would build the house

235ee appendix 3.

*Hamilton observes,@enesis leads readdsexpect YahwehOs defeat of evil to be
accomplished through a seed of the woman, seed of Abraham, seed of Jacob, and perhaps seed of Joseph or
Judah. Unexpectedly, however, the seed of the woman in the book of Exodus [Moses] is raised up from the
house 6Levi (Ex. 2:1). This sets an important pattern, as the one who leads Israel to deliverance is from
the tribe of the priests and serves as a prophet. Moreover, he is raised in the royal house of Egypt. In a
sense, the seed of the woman through whom e skthe serpent is crushed in the book of Exodus,
bringingsalvation for the people of God .is.a prophet, a priest, and a ki@gdamiltonGodOs Glory in
Salvation hrough JudgmentL07.In the chace of Moses as leader of GodOs people, God idimgol
different layers of Is plan. Rather than being restrained to a strict genealogical line, God brings forth a
deliverer who represents the OofficestbeoMessiah.
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of Israel more than any family since theéi of Jacob, the line of David. . . . The
themes bblessing, name, offspring, and thailding of a house of Israel resonate

with deep chords in the history of GodOs people. These themes go all the way back
to GodOs promise to Abraham of a great name and a great nation that would come
from his offspringso that all the peoples on earth would find a blessing f

themselves in him (Gen. 123)

Through famine, death, barrennessj hitterness in the story of RutBpdOs plan
prevails.

Israel moves into iteraof human kingshipUpon theshamefukeignof King
Saul(1 Sam 815), GodGought a man after his own hé(t Sam 13:14). David, from
the prescribed tribe of Judah (1 Sam 18:Gen 38:2430; 49:8-10; Ruth 4:1722),
becomesking of the Jewsin another display of GodOs sovereign interveribarid
ascendshe throne out ofelative obscurityDavid is the youngest of JesseOs eight sons,
and a irrelevantshepherdl Sam 16). With GodOs blessing, Ddgdomes king and
leads the kingdom of Israel to irgest extent to date (2 Sarl®). Godestablishes his
covenant with Davig2 Sam?7). This covenant transcends DavidOs life span and promises
that one will not fail to sit on DavidOs thrpaed his kingdonwill be established forever
(2 Sam 712-16). The Davidic Covenartirectly incorporatethe messianic offspringf
Geresis3:15 into DavidOs posterity hispsalms angrayes of gratitude, David
recognizes God has graciously included hirthoverarching plafor GodOs name te b
magnified forever (2 Sam 7:13; Ps 2;67;89;110;132). Bergen show$owthe

Davidic covenanin 2 Sanuel 7 is connectedvith the promise made to Judah:

The LordOs words spoken here demonstrate him to be the pkesyisieg God:;

having prophetically placed the scepter in Judah hundreds of years earlier (Gen
49:10), he here secured its place within that tribe Ountil he comes to whom it
belongs.O Through the prophetic pronouncements of this chapter David is made the
founder of the only royal family the Lord would ever sanction in perpetuity; not

only would hebecome the source of all IsraelOs uniquely favored dynastic line, but
he would become the standard by which his descendants would be.3fidged

%lan M. Duguid Esther and RutiReformed Expository Commentafhillipsburg, NJ: P&R
Publishing, 2005), 186.

*’Robert Bergen], 2 SamuelThe New AmericartCommentaryvol. 7 (Nashville: Broadman
& Holman Publishers, 1996), 33 .
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GodOs promisexdfspringwill come throughDavid, whois linked with Judah, Judah to
Abraham, Abraham to Noah,dsh to Adam, and Adam to Gesis3:15.

The serpent rears its heedenmity againsGodOs kingnd the kingly line by
luring David into adulteryand murde(2 Sam 11) David pays four-fold for his sinwhich
manifess itselfin the deaths aridr rebellion offour of his song2 Sam 1218; 1 Kgs 1).

Yet through these calamities, the lineage endures through DavidOs son, Solomon.

The Offspring to Prevail through
the Divided Kingdom

Before hisdeath,God had toldDavid to appointSolomonasthe successor to
his throng(1 Kgs 1; 1 Chr 22:4.0). Under Solomon, Israelxperiences the zenith it$
empire(1 Kgs 10:23)But in his old ageSolomonOs heart wasned toward other gods
and thisbegan a downward spiral for the Davidic dyng4tKgs 11) God decrees to
take the kingdonof Israelaway from Solomon, yet leasim one tribe for DavidOs sake
(1 Kgs 11:913). SolomonOs son, Rehoboam, rules foolishly and the ensuing revolt tears
the kingdom from the house of DavidKfys 12). Ten of thetwelve tribegebelagainst
the Davidic kingship andstablish their own kingdom in northern Israel. Jeroboam
becomes king of the ten tribes and institutes a system of idolatry from which northern
Israel never recovers Kgs 12:2533). Eventually, Goavill sendthe Assyrians to deport
the ten northern tribeend they willnever agin bea recognizable entity (2 Kds$-17).
In the meantimgthe tribe of Judah aralportionof Benjamincontinueas a lamp to
David in the southm kingdom known as Judah (1 K§j$:3436;12:2024;2 Kgs 18

23).%’ Through the chaos of civil war and thie sf apostasy, GodOs promiieeage

>"The tribe of Benjamin was nearly extinguished towards the end of the judges (J2dly 20
Their tribal teritory overlapped what became the dividing line between the northern and southern
kingdoms in Israel. The city of Bethel, where Jeroboam set up one of his golden calves, belonged to
Benjamin (Josh 18:114; 1 Kgs 12:289). Yet, Rehoboam gathered some Berifas to fight with him
against Jeroboam (1 Kgs 12:24). Thus, the tribe of Benjamin was split between north and south. The
Levites originally were spread throughout all the tribes of Israel but returned to the kingdom of Judah once
Jeroboam in the northad cast them out and appointed his own priests (2 Chr-18)13 he grouping of
these three tribes as part of Judah is also seen in their return from Babylonian captivity (Ezra 1:5).
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through the Davidic linés still alive and GodOs plasm sustained

Another dark chapter in JudahQOs history is the near extinctionkifigheline
under Queen Athah approximately I@years intdhe divided kingdom (Kgs 8:16-29;
9:27-28;10:1214;11). With the deaths of both her husband and her son as the rightful
kings of Judah, Queen Athaliah assumes the throne and attemptsréoh&zatrown by
massacring all potential heir® Kgs11:1). God intervenas the midst of tts carnage
and a singldaby boynamed Joastdehoashijs rescuedq Kgs11:2-3). When Joash is
seven years old, he is brought out of hiding to become king, aaedrAthaliah is
overthrown R Kgs11:4-20). Wiseman note<By such a narrow argin the lamp of
David (seel Ki. 11:36; Ps. 132:17) was almost extinguished. But God had promised that
he would never fail to provide an heir to David (Ps. 89@b%atanO®ed had reduced
the messianic line to just ongale child but Godgplan and covenant with David
prevail

The prophetlsaiah comes a the scene some 200 years itite divided
kingdom. He uses th@oot of Daviddterminologyto vividly prophesy God@ealings
with the line of David at this stage. IsaiahOs ministry begins under King Uzziah, and
although Judah experiences material prospesiitg is infurtherdecline spiritually (Isa-1
5). In the year King Uzziah dies, God calls Isaiah to preach reqmenta people who will
not listen (sa6:1-10), and because Judah will persist in idolaighovah will cuher off
(Isa6:11-12). It appears théast thread of the messianic line throudgvid isabout to be
severed. Buin this dismal state of being cotf God declares &tumpOremainsand
(he holy seed is its stur@flsa6:13)2° In the midst of this jdgment there is still

salvation, a®©swaltindicates

*Donald J. Wisemart,, 2 Kings Tyndale Old Testament Commentariesl. 9 (Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 231.

*This sheds light on Ezra 9. Upon return from Babylonian captivity to Judah, Ezra is grieved

at the intermarriage of the Jews during captivity. The people respond to EzraOs instructions tihéivorce
Gentile spouses in order to preserve the remnant of holy seed. See Ezra 9:2 as a key verse.
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Utter desolation is sure, but that desolation is not the end. There will be offspring
holy to the Lord, for the Lord is not finished with Israel. GodOs promise to Abraham
to bless the nations through his offspring is not to be forgotten (cf. 49:19, 32).

In this sense, the chapter is much like the book of Amos, which, while filled
with judgment, nontheless ends on a hopeful note. This is not to deny or in any
way to mitigate the force of the judgment, but it is to say that in GodOs overall
purposes judgment is never his last wrd.

Under the subsequent reigns of Jotham and Ahdadah not only isAssyria emerging
as a world powelbut also northern Israel and Syria threaten to invade J2dahs15).
In these dark days God gives the sign of Immanuel (Isal7Z1@nd reiterates the
promiseof a divine child to be born who wigjive light, defeat enemies, and sit on
DavidOs throne forevds§9:1-7).

But before these promises of Messiah are realized, Judah will indeed bear
judgment for her sins. Judah wile Ocut offO from the head (lea}iew the tail (the
lowly) fulfilling GodOwarning to Israel in Deetonomy28:36-44 (Isa 9:131L7). From
the human perspective, this being cut off must look like theMad.is too sinful and is
a lost cause. 3ely, Satan must wirBut the story is not over, for in Isah 11 God

declares:

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots
shall bear fruit. And the Spirit oheé LORD shall rest upon him, . They shall not

hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall
stand as a signal for the peoplesf him shall the nations inquire, and his resting
place shalbe glorious. (Isa 11:2, 910)

New life will issue from this apparently deathimp of David. Constent with his
promise in Is@h 6:13, the holy seed will sprout from this stump of Jesse to be the

ultimate king who leads his people into GodOs righteoudriEss. holy seed wilhot

*9John N. OswaltThe Book of Isaiah, Chapter&’9, The New International Commentary on
the Old Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1986), 191.

*13eremiah records the judgment of Babylonian captivity upon Judah and the curse upon King
Coniah (Jeconiah/Jehoiachi2 Kgs 24:617; 2 Chr 36:910) which declares none of his descendants will
sit on DavidOs throne (Jer 223). Upon this decree whichakes an end of Judean kingstnd gives
Jeremiah the same promiska righteous Brach to sproufrom David and execute justice (Jer 286
Luke records ChristOs right to the Davidic throne through the bloodline of Mary, but going back to
SolomonOsrbther, Nathan, rather than through Solomon, thus bypassing this curse (LH82B:3dsus
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only bea descendent of David, bistiah 11:10 sates itis also hisQootOor ancestor.
This passage demonstradMsssiahGsumanityas a human desndant of David, but also
his divinity as being prexistent to David? Furthermorelsaiah reiterate§odOs purpose
in creationthatall nations otheearth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lorthis
purpose waseclared tAdam Gen 1:28), Noah (Gen 9:7), Abiah (Gen 12:3), and
Judah (Gen 49:1050d0s purposes maytheeatenegbut still survive through the

Davidic line

The Offspring to Prevalil
through Suffering

In the Suffering Servant passagdsaiah 53, Messiah, as the root of David,
will rise up out of the dry ground only te@feut off through suffering (\2) and Messiah
will be led like a lamb tehe slaughteny, 7). But this ambOs death is the supreme
sacrificefor the sinof mankind(v. 8) and completely satisfies the wrath andigesof
God (vv.10-11). And just when onthinks thisis the end for a noble martyr, Jehovah
promiges to raise him from the deddVlessiah will see his offspring and his days will be
prolonged (v10).

Herethe significance of Ralation5 comes back iotplay. Beale and

McDonough linkthe significae of Iséah 53 to Reelation5:

The Isa. 53 background especially highlights theiapaspect of the lambOs . )
sacrificial death and also applies the metaphors of OrootO (cf. Rev 5:5) and OlambO
to the sacrificial victim. In fact, OrootO occurs also in Isa. 11:1, 10 (alluded to in

circumvents this curse by being conceived of the Holy Spirit rather than Joseph, who was a descendent of
Coniah (Luke 1:36B5; Matt 1:1116).

%’Easley comments)iDisaiah 11:10, the coming Messiah is calledaheestoror Oroot of .
Jesse,® who was King DavidOs fathreth& day the Root of Jesse willisthas a banner for the peoples.O
(In Isaiah 11: 1, the same Messiah is calledBrench or descendamtf JesseHow the Messiah could be
bothRootand Brancth Jesse was a mystery until it was fulfilled in Jesus.) On the basis df Ish0 we
understand that the ORoot [ancestor] of Jesa&0 the Root [ancestor] of David. The two titles of Jesus,
then, poin in the direction of both his deity (as the ultimate divine source of David) and his humanity (as
the royal lion from JudalPKendell H. EasleyRevelationHolman New Testament Commentavpl. 12
(Nashville Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 82Revelation 22:16, Jesus directly declares, Ol am
the root and the descendant of David,O which fulfills IsaiahOs prophecy
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Rev. 5:5), which may have inspired attraction @ same retaphor in [Isa.]

53:2. .. The sacrificial victimOs prophesied sinlessness in Isa. 53:9 partly underlies
the C‘)V\)(sgrthinesso of JesufRev.] 5:9 (Oworthy are you .because you were

slainOY:.

In Rewelation5, JohnOs mind races across the amfidistory and traces the thread of
the suffering Messiah wahsatisfies GodOs wraths ifoccursso often throughout the
story,just when it seem&odOs plan hagen cut off, a Root is resurrected to maintain
the vitality ofthatplan. For John, when seemed no one was foundm¥ty, Jesus is
brought forward a the conquering Root of David and Lambrskai redeem us to God

(Rev 5:512).

The Offspring Is Identified as Jesus
throughout the New Testament

Overvieving redemptive historyGodOs plan in Gesis3:15 has progressed
from mankind in general, to a specific nation, to a specific tribe, aadgecific family.
Now movinginto the first centuryGodOsffspringcomesas one individualthe person
of JesuChrist.

Galatians 3pecificallyattacheslesus Christ to Abrahgmand to the singular
offspringof the woman of Gessis3:15 In Galatians3:8 and3:14, Paulfixes Jesussthe
fulfillment of Geresis12:3by identifying Jesussatheoffspringof Abraham through
whomall nations would bélessedVersel6 emphasizes the potentlakssing of
salvation come® all peoplesghrougha singular offspringrom Abraham ONow the
promises were made to Abrahamd to his offspring. It does not say, OAnd to
offspringsCreferring to many, but referring to one, OAnd to your offspniviap@s
Christ.CFung demonstrates PaulOs understanding of the congiveheature of this

fulfillment;

Paul is speaking from the standpoint of fulfilled prophedheconviction that t

%3G. K. Beale and Sean McDonougtpmmentary on the New Testament Use of the Old
Testamented. G. K. Beale and D. A. Carson (Gradabids: Baker Academic, 2007), 1101.

28



QOissueO [or, Oseenfdie original promise can, in the event, refer only to Christ.
According to PaulOs reading of history, then, Christ Ois the true Heir of the promise,
of the universal inheritance, and He deteresithe fellowheirs® as vv. 2629 will

show>*

The overaching plan for God to bring theromisedoffspringinto the world ispinpointed
upon the person of Jesus Christ.

Definitive connectiongre made between Jes@ddrahamand David in the
Gospels. The purpose of MatthewOs lettr convince a Jewish audience that Jesus of
Nazareth was indeed the promised Son of David and, hence, the Christ. It is of no minor
importhe begins with the genealogy which directly relates Jesus to Badtd

Abraham(Matt 1:1, 67, 17, 20) Robertspoints out,

At first sight we may feel that a genealogy is an uninspiring way to start the New
Testament, but, if we remember GodOs promises, we will be on the edge of our seats
as soon as we read the words: Oa record of the genealogy of Jesus Gbrisbithe

David, the son of Abraham® (Matthew 1:1). He is the one who fulfills the promises

to Abraham in Genesis 12 and to David in 2 Samdal 7.

At JesusO baptisBodthe Fathemennouncegesus with the terngimy beloved So®

(Matt 3:1617). This affirmation linksJesugo God calling Israel his son (Exod 4:22; Hos
11:1), to GodOsfezence of David as his son (88:2629), and to the Messianic
prophecie®f GodOs Son Psalm 2. Matthew also records the many people Jesus healed
who recognied Jesus abke Sn of David(Matt 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30), and the

crowd who hailed him aSon of Davidat his triumphal enyr (Matt 21:9). Similarly,

Luke connects Jesus to David at the announcement of his bukle (.27, 3233),
ZechariahQwraise(Luke 1:69), Mary and JosephOs taxation (Luke 2:4, 11), JesusO
genealogy (Luk&:31), and healingf the blind mar(Luke 18:3839). Each of the

synoptic gospels recordgsus challenging the religious leaders as to the meaning of

*Ronald Y. K. FungThe Epistle to the Galatian¥he New International Commentary on the
New TestamenfGrand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1988), 156.

*Vvaughan Robert$30dOs Big Picture: Tracing the Storylinehsf Bible(Downers Grove, IL:
IVP Books, 2002), 107.
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Psalm 110 regarding howelChrist can bealledboth DavidOsord and hisson (Matt
22:41-45; Mark 12:3537; Luke20:41-44) %

The link between David and Jesusiso emphasized throughout the
remainder of the New Testament. At the establishment of the Church, an essentfal part o
the apostleOs message was that Jesus of Nazareth was the promisech@difAuftd
2:2936; 13:2223; 15:1218). Paul pens the same in his epistles (Rorr6115:813; 2
Tim 2:8). At the close of inspired revatat, Jesusdentifies himselfs thefulfilment of
both Isaah 11:1 and 11:100I, Jesus,. .| am the root and the descendant of David, the
bright mornng starO (Rev 22:16). AndRe\elation5, the elder concretebffixes the
title GRoot of DavidDto Jesusthe only one worthy of the aclade.

With all the inspired writings as biblical proof, tf@d ion of Judah, and the
Root of Davidis none other than Jesus of Nazareth, gtomiseaffspring of Geresis
3:15.Jesus Christhe Lamb who was slaiis the only one eligible tbe Owortly . . .to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!O
(Rev 5:12).

GodOs Plan Prevails througthe
Earthly Ministry of Christ

It is inherent that tprevail there must be something or someone over which to
prevait to have a conquerghere must be the conquereajiave salvatiorthere must
be a judgment from which to be saved. One of the gngateries of God in creation is,
OWhy does evil exist?O Thisanoteworthyand lengthy study for another occasion, but
suffice ithereto say thatn order for God to be glorifieoh salvation, he has to punish

evil and those who commitif The brightness of GodOs glamysalvationis magnified

*This question is answered with an understanding of Isa 11 regarding Messiah being both the
ORootO and OBranchO of David. (See {&7. @6this project.)

%'God is completely holy; therefore, edil not originate with God (Gen 1:31; Lev 19:2; Isa
6:3; Hab 1:13; 1 Pet 1:16). God did allow for created beings to have a free will and choose between good
and evil (Gen 2:14.7). Therefore, evil, pain, suffering, and death are the resiBatanOs and man's
rebellion against Goflcen 3; Jas 1: 138) Ultimately, the question of OWhy did God allow evil?0 remains
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against the darkackdrop of his judgment on siHlamiltonstates

Salvation always comes through judgment. Salvation for the nation at the Exodus
came through the judgment of Egypt, and this pattern is repeated throughout the Old
Testament, becoming paradigmatic even theoNew. When God saves his people,

he delivers them by bringing judgment on their enemies. This is not limited to the
Old Testament enemies such as the Philistines. At the cross, the ruler of this world
was cast out (John 12:31). At the consummation,sdeglcome to afflict those

who afflict his peple (2 Thess. 1)6°

GodOs eternal purpose in creation is to glorify himself in the salvatiepesitant men

and the judgment of the wicke8hould anyone question GodOs characjadgment

his defense emes when GodOs own $mme GodOs judgmegainstsin; thus he is
acquainted with our sorrowksé 53;2 Cor 5:21; Heb 2:90). This story has developed
throughout redemptive history and reaches a fulfillment in Jesus Christ and his earthly
ministryN narrely, his life, his death, and his resurrection. Christ became a man to live
the perfect life and satisfy the demands of GodOs law (Ror2 5; Béil 2:511; Heb
4:14-16). Next, ke became subject to death in order to pay the penalty of manOs sin (Rom
3:20:26;5:1-11; 6:23; 2 Cor 5:141; Heb 10:114). Then he defeated death by
resurrecting to life again, proving that death has no power over him (Johr1B)Agts
2:2324; Rom 6:9)This storyof God reclaiming his glory from fallecreationbegins to
culminate in Reglation5. Sincethe promised offspring has come to fulfill GodOs plan
andhasconquered death and Satrthe crossthe eldeencouragegohn, OWeepo

more.O This study has shown thengtimes God has prevailéd the Old Testament

and thatrefraincontinuednto the New Testament.

GodOs Plan Prevails through
the Life of Christ

Jesus, the Messiah, is born to humble, yetlrpgrents (Matt 1). The Gesis

a mystery. Scripture does teach, however, that God will glorify himself by defeating evil and providing
victorious salvation to mankind. Even thougyil exists, God does offer himself as the sacrifice to conquer
evil, and God remains a sovereign, loving, saving, and good God (John 3:16309Rail 2:511; 2 Cor

5:21; Titus 1:13; Heb 2:1415; Rev 20:1615; 21:17).

*¥amilton, GodOs Glory In Salvan through Judgmen§7.
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3:15 enmity is seen in HerodOsmafpt to kill the newborn Jas,which mirrors
PharaohOs efforts metdays of Moses (Matt 2; Exod 1:29). Matthew and Luke list
only three temptations against Jesus in the wilderness (MattlaLuke 41-13), but
these seem to be only three categories of temptatian3GeMatt 4:3, 56, 89; Eph

2:3; 1 John 2:16). The probabilitythat once Satan is omarone with the offspring who
has bem prophesied to crush hirne unleashes all the forces of hell against Jesus, but
Jesus effectively resistbuke 4:13;22:5253; Heb4:15;1 Pet 2:22; 1ahn 3:58). Jesu®

ministry is fraught with conflict againsiemons. Begg and Fergussmate

The reason there is so much demon possession in the time period recorded by the
Gospels is ndl as is sometimes assuniethat demon possessiaras

commonplace then. In fact it was not. Rather, the land then was devaaled

because the Savior was marching to the victory promised in Genesis 3:15. And all
hell was let loose in order to withstand himn.

Jesus endures doubt from his own siblings{JGR5), entrapment by scribes and priests
(Luke 20:1920), PhariseeOs plots (Mark N2R2), hostile crowds (Matt 27:286), and

a friendOs betrayal (Matt 26:18). Throughout every encounter, Christ prevails (Heb
4:15).

GodOs Plan Prevails through
the Death of Christ

Satan finally maneuvers mertarthe betrayal, arrest, trial, false accusations,
and crucifixion of Jesus (Matt 2Z&7; John 13:2 Though ordained by Godduman
responsibilityand enmityareinvolved inJesus@eath (Luke22:3-6, 5253; Acts 2:23,

36). Jesus@y from the cross, OMy God, My God, why have you forsaken me?0 (Matt
27:46) may have given the serpent subtle hope. Then Jesus prec@it is finishedO
(John 19:30), which, ther than a death cry in deféstadually a shout of victory. GodOs

judgment against sin is paid in full a@bdOs wrath has been forever satisfied by the

*Alistair Begg and Sinclair B. Fergusddame above All Namg®/heaton, IL: Crossway,
2013), 28.
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substitutionary death of Chri@isa 53:1011; Col 2:1315; Heb 10:118). Hamiltonsays,

Salvation for all believers of all ages is mgussible by the judgment that falls on
Jesus at the cross. The cross allows God to be just and the justifier of the one who
has faith in Jesus (Rom. 3:248). The cross of Christ, the climactic expression of

the glory of God in salvation through judgmestthe turning point of the agéd.

The price of sin now paigalvation is available tall whorespond to GodOs
calling andputtheir faith in ChristThose who believe and receive ChristOs death as
payment for their own siare reconciled to God and lmege sons oGod (John 1:12; Gal
3:26; 1 John 3:R). From this on@ffspring Christ, multitudes of men become GodOs
offspringN spiritual offspring (Rom 8:914; Eph 2:1122; Gal 3:2829; Rev5:9-10).

Duguidobserves,

The result of JesusO sacrifice is abundant seed, spiritual seed. . . . He has also been
given a people fonimself, a family of GodOs péephat stretches across the

continents and down through the centuries. Though he hpdysacaloffspring of

his own the end result of his suffering and death was numerous spiritual offspring
(Isa. 53:10). He is the King, not just of Israel, but of all nations, whose people come
into his kingdom from north and south araseand west, redeemed by hisdal, to

the gloy of God the Fathet:

Romans 4 anGalatians3 pointout thatbecoming a child of God through faith connects
the believer tAbraham and fulfillsGeresis12:3. The death of Chrisas noterminated

GodOs lineagbut rather proliferated.it

GodOs Plan Prails through
the Resurrection of Christ

JesusO dead body is laidhe tomb. The disciples are perplexed. Satan sits in
nervous anticipation. But the anxieties last only three days. Jesus rises from the dead,
conquering death with lifMatt 28:16; 1 Cor 15:18). Satan may havperceived

ChristOs death be a victorybut itwas actually a divine reversatendedfor his defeat

“*Hamilton, God®s Glory in Salvation through JudgmBt
“IDuguid, Esther and Ruth89-90.
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(John 12:31; 16:11; Col 2:85; Heb 2:1415; 1 John 3:B ChristOs resurrection has
always been in the eternal plan of God and isathigof history(John 1:45; 17:1-5; Eph
1:3-14). His resurgence to lifeshers in the beginning of the Olast daysO (Joh28)25
and progresses towards a new creation in threination(Rev 2122). Beale links

ChristOs resurrectibetween Geesis49 and Reglation5:5:

We will see . . that the earlieshterpretation of Gen. 49:10, . understands it to be
an eschatologlcal event in which an Israetitey gains victory ovefoes. .

Likewise Rev. 5:5 (Othe Liohat is from the tribe of Judah .has overcomeO)
applies Gen. 49:9 to JesusOs resurrection, which inaugurated-timeespmecy
of the final resurrectioff

Christ has risen from the de&in and death amefeatedWeep no more.

At Pentecost, Peter preaches that ChristOs resurrection and the coming of the
Spirit mark the dawning of GodOs new day of salvatiohreclamation of creatics
prophesied (Acts 2:336; Isa 26:1921; Ezek 37:13l4; Dan 12:12; John 3:5). Manson

writes,

The supreme sign of the Eschaton is the Resurrection of Jesus and the descent of the
Holy Spirit on the Church. The Resurrection of Jesus is not simply a sign which

God has granted in favour of His son, but is the inauguratiergrtrance into

history, of the times of the End. .\What had been predicted in Holy Scripture as to
happen to Israel or to man in the Eschaton, has happened to and in Jesus. The
foundationstone of the New Creation has come into positfon.

The NTteache<ChristOs resurrection wa®phesied ithe Scriptures (Acts 13:335;

26:2223; 1 Cor 15:34, 20), and is the blessed hope of every beliela( 6:3%40;

Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 15:2Q2; 2 Cor 4:1417; 1 Thes 4:13-18; Titus 2:13 1 John 3:13).
The sgnificance of ChristOs resurrection being the basis for the ultimate

victory of GodOs people cannot be overstateBctaginer explains:

42G. K. Beale A New Testament BiblitZheology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the
New(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011), 99.

“Wwilliam Manson, OEschatology in the New Testamenti8dhatology: Four Papers Read

to the Society for the Study of Theolo8gottish Journal of Theolgg)ccasional Papers 2 (Edinburgh:
Oliver & Boyd, 1953), 6.
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The promised resurrection of the age to come (i.e., the new creation) has dawned in
ChristOs resurrection. His resgtron is the first in history and also sa® his
sovereignty over death. . He once was dead, but he has conquered death and is
now Othe living oneO who has triumpheet death forever (Rev. 1:18). .Jesus

has not merely conquered death perdgnhg also hals Othe keys of Death and
Hades@Rev. 1:18). Death has not prevailed over Jesus, but rather Jesus has
overcome death, so that it is now subjugated to*him.

The powers of sin, death, hedind Sataare defeated by ChristOs resurrectiau(s plan

Is prevailing andnoving towards a new creation where he will rule victoriously

GodOs Prevailing PlansUnderstood
by the New Testament Authors

It is significantin Re\elation5:5 thatthe eldenintroduces Jesus by the names
OLion ofJudah, Root of David.These titles connect Jesass thepromised OoffspringO of
Geresis3:15.GodOs plan to bridgsus aMessiah through human lineage has prevailed
in spite of all SatanOs enmity to destroyhie NTplentifully identfies Jesus athe
promised offspring of Gessis3:15 GodOs plan prevailgough the life, death, and
resurrection of JesuShe NTauthorsemphasize the significancé Jesu® redemptive

work asthe foundatiorfor the ultimate victory in GodOs prevailing plan

GodOgprevailing plan is understood by John.John gives considerable
attention to the theme of victory in his writings.the preamble afis gospel, Johgives
the magnificenintroduction of Jesus as the eternal Word and agent of creation, and then
overtureghe theme of Christ®&tory, Oln him was life, and the life was the light of
men.The light shines in the darkness, and the darknessatasercome itO (John 154,

Michaelscomments,

Right from the start it is clear that a confrontation between &gt darkness has
taken place once and for all, and that the light has emerged victorious. The light
shines on in the darkness, and the writer will now proceed to narrate how this all
came about?

“SchreinerNew Testament Theology26-27.

42J. Ramsey Michaelhe Gospel of JohiThe New International Commentary on the Old
and New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2D10),
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In what is perhaps the most recognizgidssage in all of Scripte, John 3:16hows

Messiah came so that those who believe in him will not perish, but have everlasting life.
John records JesusO words to his disciples to be of good cheer because he has overcome
the world (Jbin 16:33). In his fistepistle Johmeclares, OThe reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the works of the devilohi 3:8). Hehen admonishes his
audience to likewise perseve®or everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victoryhiat has overcome the woldur faith. Who is it that
overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the SonOf1Gludh
5:4-5). In the apocalypse, John records GodOs ultimateyigtan the devil, Bath, and
Hadesare cast into the k& of fire to be tormented forever and ever (Red@@5).In

the new creation, all former things are passed aaththings are made new, and there is

no more deat(Rev 21:17).

GodOs prevailing plan isinderstood by Paul.Victory through Christs a
dominantsubjectin PaulOs epistlds. the preludef Romans Paul lays the foundation of
his gospeltreatise In Romans1:3-5, the apostlalistinctly identifies Jesus Christ as the
humandescendant of Davidhe divine Son of Godindthe descendant afudah from
Geresis49:10whom all the nations will obeWot only is JesusO identity importami
so is his resurrectidwhich saturateshe gospel with victoryBoaand Kruidenier

mention,

Paul said, the Lord who by the power of God conquered deatthamgdave. What

good news would there be in a gospel that is based on Obadlrtbess@ws that

the promised Messiah was killed, and his kingdom apparently with it? It is therefore
the resurrection of Christ that puts the OgoodO in the good®news.

In Romars 8, Paul instructs that all things will work to GodOs goothfoelect, that

nothing can sepamthe elecfrom GodOs love, and tiaey too are conquerors through

“*kenneth Boa and William KruidenieRomansHolman New Testament Commentary, vol. 6
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 24.
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Christ(Rom 8:2839). Colossians 2:15 prodhas God wrought victory througBhristOs
deathon the crossQHe disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame,
by triumphing over them in hif®Even though the believearestles agairst SatanOs

forces, hds assured to oveome (Eph 6:1420). ChristOs resurrection guarantees th
resurrection andltimate victoryof each believe(Rom 8:11;1 Cor 15:5658; 2 Cor

4:14-18). Paul anticipates rewards given to believers Mike Christ,persevere to the

end (Phil 4:1]1 Thes2:19; 2 Tim 4:8).

GodOs prevailing plan isinderstood bythe other New Testament authors
Peterencouragehis sufferingChristiansthat ChristOs resurrectignarantees theam
eternal inheritance reserved for them in heaven and being guarded by GodOs power, and
the outcome of their faith will be the satia of their souls (1 Pet 1:9). Peter then
exhorts believers to endure througliffering because Christ has also suffeneorder to
bring believers to God. Christ has secured victory through his death and resurrection so
that every power is subjected to him (1 Pet 228 In his second epistle, Pe@ssures
believers as they supplement their faith there will be a richly provideaneetinto
ChristOs kingdoi2 Pet 1:311). The author of Hebrews reassures that Christians are
being helped by the same power by which Christ destroyed the works of the devil (Heb
2:14-18). James speaks of the crown of life given to all who overcomeagomp(Jas
1:12), and to be patient and steadfast like Job, for the carhihg Lord is at hand (Jas
5:7-12).

The melody line of victory can be hedhtoughout redemptive histognd is

underscored in the New Testamddamilton wries,

ItOs almost aeough God repeatedly gives a head start to the opponent who will
never outrun him. Satan alwagsemdo have the upper hand. The seed of the
serpent are always impressive by worldgrslards, and they donOt shfiokn
draconian tactics: Cain kills Abavicked Israelites reject Moses; Saul persecutes
David; the Jewish leadership crucifies Jesus; and the world has treated Christians
the way it responded to JesBsit God raises the dead, and if something is
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impossible with man, all things are possibiéwsod. So in the face of what

appears to be the triumph of the wicked, all the weakness and folly of love and
humility and joy and hope show the power and wisdom of the true and living God,
against whom no foe can previl.

That melody reaches a cresdeim Rewelation5 as God nears his final and decisive
victory. Just when it seems no one can be found worthy and GodOs judgment on
unbelievers may have to be suspaidhe elder cries ou®Weep no more; behold, the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the RodtDavid, has conquered, so that he can open the
scroll and its seven seal@®v 5:5. Jesus Christ is GodOs only Son, the promised
offspringof Geresis3:15, the Lamb of God slain to satisfy GodOs wrath and redeem
mankind unto God. Because of these designations, Jesus Christ is worthy to cast

judgment against the wickeBattersomotes

[Jesus Christhas triumphed and here the word is once aga , the very same

word used for overcomers in the letters to the seven churches in chaps. 2 and 3. The
reference is surely to the atonement and resurrection; and bet#usse
accozgplishments he hbsen deemed entirely able and worthy to loose the seven
seals:

No doubtJohnOseeping turns to rejoicing as he recognizes and records the significance
of these titles. Because Jesus isliie® of Judah, and the Root of Davahd has
overcome every possibflaming dart of the devil to preserve GodOs saivatind

judgment, every believer shoubxeep no mor®

Conclusion

The elder in Reslation5 identifies Jesus as the OLion of the tribe of Judah, the
Root of DavidO for very specific reasofs.in a bridge, these twiitles are the support
cableswvhichlink Geresis3:15 and Reslation5:5. To blend these two titles together

shows that Jesus Christ incorporates all the essential designations to be the conquering

“"Hamilton, What Is Biblical Theology36.

“8paige PattersofRevelation The New American Commentary, vol. 39 ghaille: B&H,
2012), 166.
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hero of GodOs transcendent drama. Esaje,

If you read the Bible from cover to cover yaalize that it narrates (proclaims!) a

true and cohesive story: the good news that through Jesus Christ God has entered
history to liberate and renew the world from its bondage to sin and suffering. This is
the story of God, who pursues the restoratiohi®treation at the cost of his own

life. He is making all things new (Rev.21:59)! That@ssimple and yet profound,

life- and worldaltering plotline of the Biblé:

Jesuss worthyto open the scrolls of judgment becabséehas satisfied the requirements
for salvation and judgment in the face of overwhelming opposi@bnist has overcome
all SatanOs assaults and will redeem all who believe in Christ. Believers are reconciled to
live with God in perfect fellowshig exactlylike God intended from beforegh
foundation of the worldThrough the Lion of Judah, the Root of David, God will finish
what he startetf’
Why does this study matter? Because when the ungodly have seized our
society, and when it seems all hope is g@teristianscan hold on to the fdilN Christ

will prevail. K3stenberger and OOBrigtatethis is the spiribf the book of Revelation:

[Revelation] may best be described as a call for Opatient endurance on the part of the
saintsO (14:12). Notably, it is Jesus, the crucified, risen anddekatt, who

reveals the prophecies of this book to the suffering church. The Jesus who overcame
suffering, even death, the Lamb who was also the Lion, is now encouraging his
suffering saints from heaven to persevere until the end and to preserve pirity an
faithfulness in an unclean societiyaracterized by compromise.

Today, theoffspringof Satan manifests itself against the people of God in a variety of
ways. The ungodly of the world in general, and of our community specifically, make life
difficult or dangerous for the people of God. We struggle to maintain an eternal

perspectivBl we fea; we doubt; we weep. Yet it is at times like this, when all hope seems

“‘Michael EmletCross Talk: Where Life and Scripture Mé&treensboro NC: New Growth
Press, 2009), 41.

*%See appendix 7.

*!Kstenberger an®@OBrienSalvation to the Ends of the Ear@¥4.
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gone, that God steps into the scene and sdireddtory. Let us take he&our faith is
in the overcomindrion of Judah, an®Root of David

In the essence ofltical theology, Pauhstructs,

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony wih one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of &ward Jesus Christ. (Rom 156)

Paul assures believers that it is with much tribulation weentiér the kingdom (Acts
14:22), but we wllenter. Jesus himself confirms that we will have tribulation, then adds,
OBut take heart; | have overcome the wod®n 16:33). We know that nothing can
separate us fromme love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord (Rom 883%. The Christian

can confidatly face death because the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead will
also raise the thiever (Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 15:2P3; 2 Cor 4:1417; 1 Thes4:14).
Thereforepelievers ar@otto grow weary (Gal 6:9). Alwho suffer with Chriswill be
glorified with him (Rom 8:17). Let us run the race with endurance, looking unto Jesus,
the founder and perfecter of our faith (Heb 122t us remain steadfast under trial and
receive the crown of life (Jas 1:12pgt us not be surprised Isyffering, but rejaie that

we share inChrisOs sufferingandentrustour souls to our faithful Createvhile doing
good(1 Pet 4:1219). Very soon, he God of peace wittrush Satan undeur feet(Rom
16:20) Very soon, the kingdom of the world witlecome the kingdom of our Lord and of
his Christ, andhe shall reign forever and ever (Rev 11:1%X us overcomand let us
conquer(Rev 23) that we may obtaiGodOs preciogsomise with which he closdss
revelation OThe one who conquers will haties heritage, and | will be his God and he
will be my son@Rev 21:7). It is to this end watrive. Press onVeep no morePrevailto

the end.
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CHAPTER 3

THE PREVAILING PLAN OF GOD
THROUGH HIS PEOPLE

God is omnipotent and sovereign and will accomplish every one of his
purposes in creatian spite of SatanOs enmity against. iet, God ismplementingthis
etern&plan through fickle, sinful me GodOglanwill prevail through men whom he has
chosen from before creation and who remain faithful to Rirmm this realityemerges
discussion onhe perseverance of the sainBifferentdimensionof perseverance exist.
Theethicalsense of perseveranegplainsmanOgesponsibility to endurayhich Unger
defines as Othe duty and privilege of a Christian to continue steadfastly in obedience and
fidelity to Christ, this is not in order to inherit eternal life, but to demonstrate love and
gratitude to Christ for His greaalvation { Cor15:58;1 Pet1:10; Rev 3:2).¥Chapter

17 of The Westminster Confession definesheeologicalsense of perseverance:

This perseverance of the saints depends, not upon their ownilirdaut upon the
immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love
of God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ;
theabiding of the Spirit and of the seed of God within them; and the nature of the
covenant of grace; from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility thereof.

In other words, GodOs elect will persevere because their position in Christ agfures th
eternal salvatiorBerkouwershowsa correlation betweethe ethical and theological

dimensions of perseverance

We will never be able to understand these words if we see the divine preservation

R 1Merrjll F. Unger,UngerOs Bible Dictimary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1966), s.v.
Operseverance.O

200n the Perseverance of the Saints,O in The Westminster Confession, accessed on November
1, 2016 http://www.creeds.net/Westminster/c1 it
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and our preservation of ourselves as mutually exclusiees in a synthetic
cooperation. Preserving ourselves is not an independent thing that is added
paradoxically to the divine preservation. GodOs preservation and eur self
preservation do not stand in mere coordination, but in a marvelous way they are in
correlation. One can formulate it best in this way: our preservation of ourselves is
entirely oriented to GodOs preservation Jf us.

Electionand salvatiorarefrom God andall those chosehy Godwill respondto Godin
savingfaith and prevaiin thatfaith which God provide$.

How GodOs sovereignty and manOs free will work togedlyerever be fully
understood until the eternal stateyt God is indeed incorporating his plan throbigh
people andGodOshosempeople willprevailin spite ¢ SatanOattempts to destroy them
The perseverance tife saints is taught throughout Scriptarelexemplified in the lives

of believersn theNew Testamentin church history, and ithe modernera

Perseverance of the Saints

Grudem defins perseverance of tisaints a®all those who are truly born
again will be kept by GodOs power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their
lives, and that only those who persevere until the end have been truly born°again.O
Perseverance of the saints hagesalcomponentsandfour of themwill be discussed
here.The saints of Goéhithfully perseverainto the end of their livesr until Jesus

returnsbecausgl) they have been chosen for salvatiotio GodOs glory2) they are

%G. C. BerkouwerFaith and Perseveranc&ans. Robert D. Knudsen (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1958), 104.

It must be recognized that in no way does the belleverOs efforts in faith or perseverance earn
merit with GodN this would be salvation by works inldition to GodOs grace. Men are saved by GodOs
grace alone (Eph 2:10).

°For further reference on GodOs sovereignty and manOs free will, consult John Feinberg, et al.,
Predestination and Free Will: Four Views of Divine Sovereignty and Human Freedioiavid Basinger
and Randall Basinger (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1986).

®Wayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctr{@and Rapids:
Zondervan, 2000), 7889. Grudem clarifies, Olt should be noted that this mureistone on which
evangelical Christians have long had significant disagreement. Many within the Wesleyan/Arminian
tradition have held that it is possible for someone who is truly born again to lose his or her salvation, while
Reformed Christians have ldehat that is not possible for someone whtsuisy born again. Most Baptists
have followed the Reformed tradition at this point; however, they have frequently used thetéenal o}
security@r theOeternal security of the believierfBer than the ter Qerseverance of the sairdb.
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indwelt by the Spirit of God3) they possess the gift of faith whiphevails,and(4) they

heed GodOs warnings agafaliing away.

Saints Prevail BecauseThey Have Been
Chosenfor Salvation unto GodOs Glory

Chapter 2 of this project estafied that GodOs eternal pgioi glorify
himself by redeeming fallen creation through his Son, Jesus (Hpistl:314;2:4-7;
3:7-11;1 Pet 1:181).” In a way that God divinely orchestrates, those who have been
chosen by Godre written in the book of lifeespond to GodOs calie born againnto
eternal life are preservetly God, andperseverdaithfully to the endll all of which
redound to the glory of GodRom 8:2839; Eph2:10;Phil 1:6;1 Thess 5:224;2 Tim
1:9; Titus 1:13; 1 Pet 11-5; Rev3:5;4:9-11;13:8 21:27). The Puritan Thomag/atson
says

Here is a sovereign elixir of unspeakable comfort to those who are the called of
God. Their salvation rests upon GodOs purposes. . . . They who are built upon this
rock of GodOs eternal purpose, need not fear falling away; neither theopaveer,

nor the violence of temptation, shall ever be able to overturnthem.

In addition to the abovBcripture referencedohn recordseveral keypassagewhich
teachthatthe saint chosen in GodOs eternal plan before the foundation of the world for
GodOs glorwyill persevere

In teaching on the Bread offk in John 6 Jesushows GodGmvereignty in

election and man@ssponseéo GodOs calDf particular emphasis are JesusO words:

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever coone® | will never

cast out. For | have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of
him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that | should lose nothing
of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. Fas this will of my

Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal
life, and | will raise him up on the last day. . . . No one can come to me unless the

"The whole of chap. 2 addresses this truth, but for an overview refer to-pp. 14

®Thomas WatsonAll Things for GoodCarlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust, 2011), 126
27.
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Father who sent me draws him. And llwaise him up on the last ya(John 6:37
40, 44)

The Father chooses men, draws them, and gives them to the Son for salvation. Jesus
carries out the FatherOs will atmsnot lose one whom the Father has givEreryone
who is drawn Owill con@@andOlooks on th8on andelieves@ohn 6:3740). These
individualsreceiveeternal life will be raised on the last day, amill never be cast otft.
From before creatiqrihis is the purpose the Soane down from heavelt is evident
thatsalvation is initiated, carried out, and secusgdhe Godheadlhe sovereignty of
God in salvation is the security thesaint.Since God will accomplish all his purposes
for his glory, chosersoulsaresafeguardeavithin the FatherOs eternal plan.

In John 10:2230, Jews gatharownd Jesus in theemple and urghim to
declare plainly if he is the Christesus explaingé reason they dwot believe in him is
Oyou are not among my sheepO (John 10:26). Then Jesus gives one of the most emphatic

statements of the believeddsrnal callind perseverae

My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal
life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch
themout of the Father's hand. | and the Father are (@o&n 10:2730)

Jesus is teaching the same triaéineas in John 6:340.The Father has given specific
sheep to the Son. The sheep respond by hearing his voice and following the Shepherd.
Christ knows Is sheep and gives them eternal lifee result is these sheep will never
perish or beatched from the hand tife Father or the SoBheep choseby the Father
and giverto the Shepherdre securely shelteréa GodOs flock for eternity

John 17 cleayl demongrates GodOs eternal purposesi®glorification

through manQOs salvatidrhe setting is the eaf ChristOs crucifixiodesus prays to the

°Later in the same chapter, many of ChsistiSciples, including Judas, abandon Jesus (John
6:66-71). Jesus refers to Judas as Oa devil,O demonstrating that he was not chosen by God for salvation, but
rather an offspring of the serpent working enmity against the promised Messiah. Later, whiig wash
disciples feet, Jesus clearly mentions Judas was not chosen for salvation (Jot20L3FEi@n though one
may walk within the circle of Christ and other disciples, unless he is born again he will pursue the expected
course of his deprived natusghich is to rebel against and deny God.
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Father declaring he has completed the FatherOs eternal will by securing all men whom the
Fatherhas give him so that they may share in the glory of the Father and the Son which
existed before the world begérv. 1-5, 10, 22) In addition to being chosen by God,

Jesus dclares these individuals ha@&ept, @received,&nd ObelievedChrist and his

words(vv. 6, 8). Thesalvific work Jesus fulfilledn John 17 is connected to his

culminating workwhich John sees in thasion of Revelation In Re\elation5, the

celestialhosts praise Jesus, thien of Judah and the Root of Davitecause he has

fulfiled GodOs plan shlvation ands worthy to judge the unrepentaktarmon

summarizeshesekey passages from Joand Revelation

[These and] other texts (John 10:18; 12509 14:3031) testify to the redemptive
agreement between the Fathed ahe Son. But the texts considered alaree
sufficient to show not only that such an agreement eXistslso that it is the
overarching framework in which the incarnation, life, ministry, death, resurrection,
and ascension must be understood. Thmate goal of this agesnent was to

display the glory bthe Father to all creaticso that he would be worshiped. The

Son executes this plan by redeeming those whom the Father has given to him
through his life, death, resurrection and ascension. BedaeiSoh accomplishes all
the work that the Father sent him to do, his people will be one with the Father and
the Son, seeing the glory that they share. As a result, both the Father and the Son
receive unceasing praise in heaven now in anticipation of theviden all creadn

will acknowledge the gloryfdGod displayed in the redemption of his people
dwelling in a transformed cosm&s.

The eternal plan of God te reveal his glory within tharenaof creation. The
meandy which God will be glorified is thealvation ofmen Thereforethose who have
been chosen by God and given to the Son respond to GodOs call newerth unto
eternal life are preserved by God, and persevere faithfalthe endll all of which
redound to the glory of God. The saimiill persevere because heimgerwoveninto the

fabric of GodOsterna) prevailingplan

%iatthew Harmon, OFor the Glory of the Father and the Salvation of His People: Definite
Atonement in the Synoptics and Johannine Literaturef@bm Heaven He Came and Sought Her:
Definite Atonement in Historical,iBlical, Theological, and Pastoral Perspectj\ed. David Gibson and
Jonathan Gibson (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 274.
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Saints Prevail BecauseThey Are
Indwelt by the Spirit of God.

At creation, God breathed into man the breath of life and man bedawega
creaturg(Gen 2:3. When marsinned,heincurredthe penalty of spirituadeattN the soul
living in eternal sparation from GodGen 217; Rom 6:232 Thess 1:9; Rev 202-15).
But beforecreationGod had determined to provide salvation frepiritualdeath through
the viarious death of his Son (Eph 113; 3:7-11;1 Pet 1:181) and new life through
GodOs Spirit (John 353 36) Therestoratiorof spirituallife throughGodOs Spiritas
always been in thplan of God and wasrophesied throughout the (jlEa 25:89;
26:1921; Ezek 36:2228; Dan 12:13) and realized in the NT (John 20:22; Acts 25od
gives his Holy Spirit tdelieversio generateew birth,maintainobedient faith, and be a

guarantedor thdr inheritancaén GodOs kingdom

The Holy Spirit generates newbirth in the believer. Men are dead in their
sins and cannot respond to Godiliing unless they are revivg¢Eph 2:110). The Holy
Spirit infuses spiritual life into dead men whichuseshemto beOborn again,O or
Oregeneratgdandenableshem to repond to GodJohn 1:1213; Rom 8:911; 1 Cor

6:11; Titus 3:47). Puritan William Gurnalcomments,

When a soul believes, then GodOs eternal purpose and counsel concerning him
(whom He chose in Christ before the foundatiothefworld) is brought to

term.Can you imagine the love God has for a child He has carried so lorg in th
womb of His eternal purposd&f?God delighted in His plan before He spoke the
world into being, how much greater is His delight to witness the full fruitidfi®
labor: a béeving soul!'Having performed His own will thus far, God will surely
raise all the power He has in that believerOs behalf, rather than be robbed of His

"Much discussion exists as to how Jesus breathing the Spirit on his disciples John 20:22
relates to the filling of the Spirit at Penbst in Acts 2, and whether these texts describe two different
endowments of the Spirit. Borchert answers this question with JohnOs overarching perspective of his
gospel, e evangelist views the life of Jesus as a whole. Therefore chronological segurernoasof
primary concern to him.. .John viewed the resurrection, the gift of the Spirit, and the ascension of Jesus
as a unified event.. . To view events holistically means that the story is told in such a way that the end is
already part of thedginning. That also means that time sequences are not as important as meaning
sequences . .Yet the one thing that becomes absolutely clear is that the Spirit is not merely given by the
Father but also by the S@Gerald L. BorchertJohn 1E21, The Nav American Commentary, vol. 25B
(Nashville: B & H Publishers, 2002), 3@®.
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glory within a few steps of hom&od showed us how much a soul is wdiythe
purchase price He paitl.cost Him dearly, and that which is so hardwaill not

be easily given ugHe spent His SonOs blood to purchase you, and He will spend
His own power to keep yod?

This rew birth is foreshadowed in Eziek 36 whereGod promiseso return
Judah from cativity with theblessingof a new hearandGodOS$pirit that @uses them to
obey GodOs rulészek 36:2228). In John 3, Jesus tells Nicodemus thatrder to see
life and inherit the kingdom of Gdae must be OboagairO(John 33, 36), which is to
beborn of Owater and spiritO (John 3:5). Beale makes a conimstti@en these two

passages:

The idea of being Oborn againO in John 3 is likely tied to the OT concept of
resurrection and thus to new creation. . . . Jesus responds [to NicodemusO question]
by explaining that theneaning of being Oborn againO is to be understood as a
fulfillment of the prophecy from Ezek. 36. . . . Jesus appropriately terms the
resurrection/new creation of the prophecy in Ezek. 36 as being Oborn'again.O

New life through théSpirit is also called Oeternal lifeO (John 3:0&8; 17:2;
1 John 2:25; 5:11) and indicatite eventuakesurrectiorof the believerSin brings
physical death to every man (Gen 3:19; Rom 5:12; Heb 9:27), but manOs eternal soul will
live forever. Beli@ers will be resurrecteflom physical deathinto eternal life with God
while unbelievers will be raised unto eternal separation from God (Joh28)280d0Os
eternalSpirit within the saintssure$im of future resurrectionnto glory(Rom8:11;
2 Ca 4:14).GodOs desire since the original creation has been for man to dwell with God.
The indwelling of the Holy Spirit at regeneration is a foretaste of God dwelling with man
in glorification at the culminatiofThose who pssess nevspirituallife through GodOs

Spirit will prevail into eternity.

Apjilliam Gurnall, The Christian in Complete Arm¢€arlisle, PA:Banner of Truth Trust,
1986),1:48.

13G. K. Beale A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of@a Testament in the
New(Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011), Z%b
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The Holy Spirit helpsthe believer maintain obedient faith. Souls dead in
sin have no ability to know or obey God because they do not possessrihef 8f& (Ps
10:4; 1 Cor 2:116). Ezekiel 3627 prophesied that GodOs Spirit will empoGedOs
people in obediencdesudaught that the Spiriould be the OélperO to assist disciples
in keepinghis commandmentgohn 14:1517). Boice states, OThe desire to do good
comes from receiving the life dfie Lord Jesus Christ within, whichrisgeneration’®
The Holy Spirit empowers the believer in this new life to know, love, and obey God.

In Romans 5:22, Paul writes of the blessed standing believers have @td
through salvatiopwhich includegustification, peaceaccess, and joy. In versgs, Paul
adds that believers have the power to dbegugh sufferindbecausehe Holy Spirit

providesno shame of the gospehdhope of eternal glory

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferingggowing that stfering produces
enduranceand endurance produces characted, éharacter produces hopad

hope does not put us to shame, because Gods love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to(Bam 5:35)

Lloyd-Jones comments on these versestaeinportance of the Spirit@se in

perseverance:

But what is it exactly that enables us to [persevere]? . .. What is it that gives us an
ultimate assurance of the blessed hope which will never fade away? Thé&eApost
answers that question in his next assertion, . . . Obecause the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.O . wholeidea

of Oshed abrogmeaning Opoured out,O is one of profusion and of abundance and
of overflowingN torrents. . . It is something that the Holy Spirit does to yéle

sheds abroad in the heart the love of God, and this leads to certain inevitable results.
.. .In other words, this is the highest form of assurance possible to the CHristian.

TheHoly Spirit saturates the believer with the love of God, which results in the believerOs

rejoicing, endurance, character, and hdgh Holy Spirit pouringinto the believer to

james MBoice, The Gospel of Matthe¢Grand RapidsBaker Books, 2001), 543.

5D, M. Lloyd-JonesRomans, An Exposition of Chapter 5: Assuraf@end Rapids:
Zondervan, 1971), 781.
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producethis blessedhope, the believer will prevail to the end.

The ability to obey via the indwelling Spirit is also mentioned by Paul in
Romans &®-11. Believers walk in the Spiritvhich is Olife becausé righteousnese
Beale explainghe importance fobelievesto live in obediene undethe Spiritin order

to persevere:

Paul and other writers emphasize the readersO participation in eschatological
realities in the midst of exhorting them to obedience to God. Those who merely
profess to be saints, but are not truly regenerate, have no perseveradgodds

GodOs will because they do not have the power of the new creation to obey. Genuine
eschatological saints have both the desire and the ability to obey and pled§e God.

Likewise, the Holy Spirit is the power behind each spiritual gift in the lodeChrist
enabling the Christian to serve Christ through the ch{ire@or 12:113). New life and
obediencehrough the Holy Spiriare twoinseparable graces God hasagivthe believer

which allow him to persever® the end

The Holy Spirit is the guarantee of the kelieverOs inheritance in GodOs
kingdom. The Holy Spirit resids within the believerthusthe Christian becomes the
templddwelling placeof the Holy Spirit (2 Tim 1:14; 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19; 2 Cor 6:14.
such,the believer presentiyossesses etatife, yetthe fullness of GodOs blessings in
salvation are not entirely realized until the culminati@om 8:18;Phil 3:21;2 Cor 47-
18; 1 John 1:13).

In Ephesiansl:13-14, Paul instructthatthose who have heard and believed
the gopel Qvere sealed witthe promised Holy Spiritvho is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire possessioiit,ab the praise of his glor@Anders
emphasizes thab the OsealedO wodOSpirit indicates authorjt authenticity,

security,validation of ownershipandthatthe believer is under Godf¥stection®’

%Beale,A New Testament Biblical Theolo§2.

Max Anders GalatiansColossiansHolman New Testament Commentary, vol. 8 (Nashville:
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 93.

49



Additionally, to seal somethingjgnifies a completed transactidihe word OguaranteeO
is a legal and commercial term that means Ofirst installment, deposit, down payment,
pledge@nd represents Oa payment which obligates the contractingopagtie further
payments.¥OGuaranteé®used exclusively by Paul in the Nand only with reference
to the Holy Spirit(also in2 Cor 1:22; 2 Cor 5:5)° Ephesians 1:334 demonstratethe
saintbelongs to God through a finishedrtsaction, and thedwelling Spirit is an

absolute certaintthatthe believer will beeclaimed by Goah the culminationThe
believer has union with@ist through the Holy Spirit; neithénethird person of the
Trinity, nor theredeemed humathe Spirit indwells, will be left out of GodOs inheritance
Hence, the believendwelt by the Holy Spirits guaranted he will prevail to inherit

GodOsternalkingdom.

Saints Prevail Because They Poass
GodOs$5ift of Faith

It is vital to understanchiat manOs response to @oengineeredy a faith
which God providesThe believer possesses the divine gift of faith and, with the help of

Holy Spirit, perseveres in that faith through obedience.

God provides a faith that savesSaving &ith is a gift from God to those
whom he has chosen (Jobi4-47;1 Cor 2:116; Eph 2:8; Phil 3:9. The object of
Christian faith is the person of Jesus Christ and his death, resurrection, antbascens
(Acts 20:21;26:18; Rom 3:2€26; Gal 2:16)Not until God initiates faith can an
individual come to the Father arlieve(John 6:3544).

¥%wValter Baueet al.,A GreekEnglish Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early
Christian Literature(Chicago: University of Chicago Pred€79),109.

. F. BruceThe Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephe3iamdlew
International Commentary on the New Testan{@rand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1984), 266.
Bruce also notes the word OguaranteeO is a derivative from Hebrew and is used in GenéS8isvad:t&d
Judah gave items of his possessions to Tamar until he could deliver the fully agreed price.
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God provides a faith that obeysHebrews 11:6 states, OAnd without faith it is
impossible to please him, for whoever would draeamo God must believe that he
exists and that he rewards those who seek Hitové@ver, no one can believe God exists
or seek God until he is first drawn by Giadthis faith as John 6:445teachesSo, this
definition of faith which God supplies inclad confidence in GodOs existence combined
with a diligent, lifelong pursuit of hinf\l these two components are inseparably lifked.
Hebrews 11 goes on to reveal h@¥ saintsacted on their faith in GodOs promises: Abel
sacrificed, Noah constructed, Abranieséd Isaac, Moses chose, etc. These saints so
passionatelymbracedhe promises of GodOs King and kingdom that they endured

tremendous adversigndfaithfully obeyed Schreiner and Caneday explain,

GodOs grace gives birth to our faith, and this faiergs the pattern of our

behavior, so that by faith God purifies our hearts unto holiness (Acts 15:9; 26:18).
Therefore, when Hebrews 11 recites the registry of those whom God commends,
what the author mentions in every case is the behavior and condwtti¢brGod
commends them. God commends them for their faith, which shows itself in their
faithful words and conduct (cf. Heb 11:39). All behavior is conceived in the womb
of our belief$*

Romans 1:Sleclareghe universal scope of the gospélGod,@hrough whom
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake
of his name among all the natio@sThe gospeprovides eternal ife for those who
believe, hose who believdemonstrate their faith througtvedienceand obedience
glorifies God among the natiorBaul praises the Thessalonian believers for their Owork
of faithO whicthad endured many afflictionseen dar-reachingexample to othergnd
glorified God (1 Thess 1:10). True faithis empowered by God@raceauthenticated

by activeobedience, antulfills GodOs purposes in creation by bringifay to God.

2Grudem states, OGodOs sovereign protection is consistent with human responsibility and
guarantees that we will respond by maintaining the faith that is necessary to persevere.O Grudem,
Systematic Theology91n6.

“"Thomas R. Schreiner and Ardel B. Canedéye Race Set before Us: A Biblical Theology of
Perseverance and Assuran@owners Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2001), 96.
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God provides a faith that enduresHebrews 12nakes the application to NT
saints Olet us run with endurance the race that is set before usOlgwdise 2, Christ
is given the titles Ofounder and perfecter of our faith,O signifying leedsgmator and
finisher of thatfaith he has placed wiin the believer. When God calls a marto his
salvation, God does not call him to a salvation that is incomplete and neeta§lked
out by the individualGodis callinghim to a peréctly finished salvatigrpaid in full, and
complete in hin(Col 2:910). Christ will take his faith vthin the believeand carry it
through to perfect completioAdditionally, Christis the example aénduring the
hostility of sinners and death on the cross because he had faith in the joy that was set
before him (vv. 23). ChristOs endurance was rewaxdié the joy of sitting at the
FatherOs right hand in glotykewise, & believers consider ChristOs example, they
themselveslo not grow weary or fainthgad in their trials (v. 3). Blieveis mustalso
recognize that some trials are actually dikegs God is using to refine theunto
holiness and righteousness (vw15). Tying back in to Hebrews 11:6, the author teaches
that those who believe in God, lookJesus, antbllow his example of endurance, are
rewardedwith an inheritance in GodOs unstadite kingdom (vv. 229). Authentic
believers are given faith in the existence of God, the redeeming work sf,Ghei
establishment of GodGaddom, and they enact that faith through obedience over the

duration of the pilgrimage(Heb 1023, 39).

God provides a faith that inherits. First Peter 1:29 teaches thabod has
initiated his great mercy towards the saints in causing them to be born again, and ChristOs
resurrection assures the believerOs own resurrection unéadinginheritance(vv. 3-
4). The child of God is keby GodOs power Othrough fafih 5). This faith isthe gift of
God ands an active element with the believethat allows him to persever&rudem

says

GodOs power does not work apart from the personal faith ofidioseguarded,
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but through their faith. . . . The parallel examples of God working OthroughO

someone or something in PeterOs writings (1 Peter 1:3, 23; 2 Peter 1:4; and probably

also 1 Peter 1:12; 2:14; 3:1) suggest that the believerOs personal faghinrGod

is the means God uses to guard his people. Thus we might give the sense of the
verse by saying that OGod is continually using his power to guard his people by
means of their faith,0 a statement that seems to imply that GodOs power in fact
energkes and continually sustains individual, personal faith.

Furthermoresaint arepromisel all these blessings untiley reachtheirimperishable
inheritanceOin the last tin@v. 5) when theifaith produces thealvation of their souls

(v. 9) and results in Opraise and glory and honor at te&aten of Jesus ChristO Q.

God is guaranteeing he will accomplish his purposes in and through saints whom he has

elected(v. 1), sanctified(v. 2), given new birti{v. 3), promisedan inheritage (v. 4), kept

(v. 4),and guardedv. 5).

Faith is the gift of God to those whom he has called unto eternal salvation from

before the foundation of theorld. Believers receive this gift of faith arisly GodOs
power, exercise and maintain this faibtbedientlyunto the end. As such, the child of God

inherits eternal life, fulfills GodOs eternal purposes, and God is glorified through it all.

SaintsPrevail Because They HeedsodOs
Warnings againstFalling Away

No study on the perseverance of the saimsld be complete withouwtt least
a brief mention othe OWarning PassagesO in Hebrée author of Hebrews includes
five passages that waatout falling awayrom faith in Christ Hebrews2:1-4; 3:14:16,
5:1166:20 10:1939; 12:129. Abundant discussion on these texts and various

interpretationexist as taheir meaning® Allen even statesH2brews 6:46 is

?’Grudem,Systematic Theology92.

*For defense of the Arminian view, consult Scot McKnight, OThe Warning Passages of
Hebrews: A Formal Aalysis and Theological Conclusiong @ity Journal n.s., 13 (1992): 259. For
defense of the Calvinistic view, consult Wayne Grudem, OPerseverance of the Saints: A Case Study of
Hebrews 6:46 and the Other Warning Passages in HebrewsalliSoverggn: Contemporary
Perspectives on Election, Foreknowledge, and GradeThomas R. Schreiner and Bruce A. Ware (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 2000), 13®. For another htlepth treatment and a response to McKnight and Grudem,
consult David L. AllenHebrews The New American Commentary, vol. 35 (Nashville: B & H Publishing
Group, 2010), 3447.
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considered by many to be the most difficult interpretative passage in all the book of
Hebrews, and some would say in the entiesvN estamen®* Fromunderstandinghe
epistlEdsudience, purpose, atahguageit appears thatlebrewss written toChristians
encouraging them to mature in Christ, liMeediently andperseveréo the end® Hence
theemphasiss that GodOs warnings are the means God uses to encourage genuine
believers to cling to GodOs promisesemdlirein the faith.

Each of hese warnings framed by both an introducti@nd a conclusion to
persevereSchrener and Caneday contextualizegbpassagewell by identifying ther
function Theyfocus onhow GodOs warnings the saintvork in conjunctiorwith GodOs

promises

We believe that GodOs promises of assured salvation have their proper function to
ground our faith in God and to assurehest God faithfully keeps his promises to

his children. We also believe that GodOs admonitions and warnings have their
distinctive function to evoke faith that perseveres in holyotien to GodOs

heavenly call ows in Christ Jesus. Thus, GodOs warrdogsot conflict with

GodOs promises. His warnings serve his promises, for his warnings elicit belief and
confidence in GodOs promidés

These authorexemplify thisfunctionwith cautionarysigns on the highwaWarning
signsarenot on the roadbr the driverto questiorhis ability to drive or to frighternim
about crashing, but warnwhere hazards commonly occamdto appeal to his
imagination of the consequences should he not heed the warAmgs the warning
sighsencourage hino avoi the dangers ariceep from Ofalling awayO into the dftth.
The point is that GodOs warning signs in Hebeeesshe means by which the Christian

prompted to trusGodOsavigationand stayon theright road until he arrivesafelyat his

**David L. Allen,Hebrews The New American Commentary, vol. 35 (Nashville: B & H
Publishing Group, 2010), 344.

%530 D. A. Carson, Douglas J. Moo, and Leon Mo#is,Introduction to the New Testament
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992), 3417.

5Schreiner and Canedaphe Race Set before |UsA3.

’Schreiner and Canedaphe Race Set before | L208.
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final destinéion.?®

Hence GodOs warnings stimulate saintbabeve in Godgling to his
promisesegngage in obediencgrow towards maturity, and faithfulperseverantil the
kingdombelieving God rewards those who seek kieb?2:3; 3:6, 1214; 4:1:16; 6:1-6;
10:3539; 11:6;12:1417, 2529).

Conclusion

The sainhas been chosen for salvation unto GodOs ggonglweltby GodOs
Holy Spirit, receives GodOs gift of faith, and heeds GodOs warnings of fallind he/ay
child of Godespouseandinteracts with tlse gifts to produce a life tdith, obedience
and enduranc& hroughGodOgraciousgifts and the sairihcorporatingtheminto his

life, the saint will persevere

Examples ofGodOs Plan Rvailing
through Saints WhoPersevee

Throughout created histqrésod and his people have prevailed in spite of
SatanQOs attempts to destroy th@hapter 2 of this project has shown how GodOs plan has
prevailed through OT saints. LikewisgpdOs plan has persevered throughdiigsin

the Nev Testamentin Church History, anth the modern era

GodOs Plan Prevailthrough SaintsWho
Perseveren the New Testament

Jesus taught his disciples, OOA servant is not greater than his master.O If they
persecuted @ they will also persecute yo@om 15:20).If the master must endure

through suffering, persecution, and death, so must his servants. By GodOs grace, all

*®allen differs here in his view of Ofalling away.O Allen posits that since the author of Hebrews
is addressing authentic believers, to Ofall awayO would not refer to denying Christ, but would be inactive
service and a failure to mature in Christ. This fgjlaway will incur GodOs discipline, lack of blessing, or
even loss of kingdom rewards, but not a loss of salvation (Heb-B8;2B2:511). Allen,Hebrews 377.

Schreiner and Caneday hold that to Ofall awayO is to actually deny Christ and remain under the wrath of
God. Schreiner and Canedd@he Race Set Before U03213.
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ChristOs disciples (except Judsssevered ithis role as faithful servants.

GodOs plamrevails through ChristOsdiscipleswho perseverein Matthew
10. Matthew 1Cforeshadows the prevailing ministry of saint®ithe Church Agé?
Here,Jesusommissions and empowdris twelve disciples to proclaim the gospel of the
kingdom.As they break forth the light of trutBesus warns thétey will encountethe
darkness of thiong-existent enmityChristOmessengers will be as sheep among wolves
and will face betrayal, flogging, accusation, hatred, persecution, and dedts-23).

In the face of such oppositi@nd dangerdesus adonishes OBut the one who
endures to the end will be saved(®p). Not all who profess Christ are sincetieus,
they will not endure to the er{df. Matt 7:2%123; John 15:2, 6) Jesus illustratethis
point with theseed sowmn rocky grountll it is received with joy, but falls awaynder
persecutior{cf. Matt 1320-21). God does not reward a persin a single act of faith in
the pastbut only for a faith thatinishes the race

The FatherOs Spirit is promisedéovantsvho are called before migyates to
bear witness of the faitlvy. 17-20). This promise does not permit the ministereo b
apathetic or lack preparatiomther it gives realization that the servant is the vehicle
through which God is making himself knowo the magistrates dugrsuch inquisition.
Therefore, the preacher's faith is upheld by the Spirit as he endures the tehspess
In light of the SpiritOs empowerment, GodOs ambassadior©aive no feand

challenging timegv. 26).

R. T. FranceThe Gospel of Matthewhe New International Commentary on the New
Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publication Co., 2007)838Brance states that the restriction for
the apostles not to go to the Gentiles but only to the house of Israel is more of a geographic limitation for
the shortterm mission. France indicatesatibeginning in Matt 10:16, these instructions expand to a world
wide commission which is in keeping with MatthewOs overriding theme of the Great Commission
commenced after JesusO death, burial, and resurrétidanCarsonMatthew in vol. 8 of The ExpsitorOs
Bible Commentaryed.Frank E. Gaebelel(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984), 2&4&rson says the
restriction was to hold down opposition to JesusO claims, but that the ultimate aim of Jesus® mission was
worldwide. Of course, the reality of the ageéis mission to the whole world was realized in the book of
Acts.
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JesusO warningad promises here provide incentive for the minigters
persevere, for at the end of the road is rew@rte reward Jesus offerstishave
partnership witthim as the master teach&r no student is exempt from enduring what
his master endurdsv. 24-25). Of course,Jesusereis foreshadowing his own suffering
and death. He wilhawe his foot bruisedn the cosmic battlébut he will ultimrately gain
the eternal victorydf. Gen 3:15)Second, the believereward is the preservation of
their sous (v. 28). Third, they will be under the watchful care of God Almighty who even
cares for a sparrow that falls in the woods and a hair that falls from theg (read9
30). Fourth Christwill acknowledge them before the Fatlfer32). Lastly, theinvitation
to take up oneOs cross is a call to a death marcbstngt bneOs life in thigorld yields
eternal life in the nextvv. 38-39). Blomberg summarizes tleitlook ChristOs

ambassadsrare to have in light démporal sufferingindGodOs eternpidgmens:

If Christians had to look forward only to a life of suffering and persecution, they
might well despair or, more likelybandon all Christian commitment. .But the

future folds much more for the believadudgment Day is coming when Gadl

eternally compensate his people for their suffering and punish their enemies forever.
Then the injustices of this world will disappear before the grandeur and glorg of lif

in GodOs presence (Rom 8:18).A clear perspective of a personOs finitude, of
GodOs coming justice, and of the expanse of eternity should encourage believers in
the worst of circumstancés.

Jesus did not paint a pretty pictuor HisservantsBut with an eternal vienChristOs
followersknow their leavenly Father takes note anill yustify all things; therefore, they

must prevalil.

GodOs plamprevails through the apostleswho perseverdn Acts. After the
death, resurrection, and ascension of Chhstapostleparticipate in makingsod
known in all the earth. Athey spread thgospel to all nations, thelemonstrate faith,

obedienceand perseverande spite of SatanQOs efforts to destroy tHeothill notes,

%9craigBlomberg,Matthew,The New American Commentarypl. 22 (Nashville:Broadman
& Holman Publisher001), 177-78.
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There were abundant obstacles from witRbimprisonments, beatings,
martyrdoms, storms at sea and angry mobs on land. But the faithful withesses
continued their testimony. The word of God grew, bearing ever more fruit among
both Jews and Gentiles. The Spirit of God was behind it all, and the gospel
triumphed®*

It is fascinatingo see how GodOs plan to establish his church prevails through men who
persevere ithe power of theSpirit (Acts 1:8; 2:47; 4:4, 281; 5:1214,6:7;8:1-8; 9:31,
10:4448; 1118, 2124; 12:24; 14:27; 16:80; 18:25; 19:2021:1720; 23:11, 28:2331).
Peter and John are endowed with the Spirit to remain constant in the face of
threats from the religious leaders (Actd3The religious leaders follow through on their
threats and beat the disciples, after which the disciples rejoice in their suffedidg a
not cease to preach that Jesuthe Chris{Acts 5:4042). Stephertriumphsin the faith
while being stoned to death (Acts/ When a great pgecution ariseshe disciples are
scattered, buaithfully continueto preah the gospel wherever thgo (Acts 81-8).
Philip emerges victorious igpiritual warfae against Simon, the magiciéhcts 8:925).
After Saul (Paul) is converted, has to overcomskepticism from other disciples and
death threats from the Jetesremainpersistentn his misson (Acts 9:1030). James is
killed and Peter is imprisoned (Acts 15}, but the church continues to grow and is
edified From his experiences of suffering, Passeventuallyable toaddresother
suffering believers in his first epis#endencourage them to persevere unto their reward
andGodOs glory
Paul begins his missionary campaigm#cts 13. At conversion, the Lord
forecasedthatPaulOs mission to ca@yristOs name befdentilesand kings would
involve suffeling (Acts 9:1516). On CyprusPaul and Barnaba®ntendagainst a
magician, Elymas (Acts 13:82), as well as facepposition from theiown countrymen

(Acts 13:4452).In Lystra, theyhadto subdue theipride when they were worgled as

130hn B. Polhill Acts: An Exegetical and Theological ExpositioHely Scripture The New
American Commentary, vol. 26 (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), 71.
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gods(Acts 14:818). Upon survivingbeing stonedya mob, Paul continues the
following day preaching in the next towActs 1419-20). As they circuit back, Paul and
Barnaasinstructthe new converfencouraging them to continue in the faith, and
saying that through many tribulations weist enter the kingdom of GO¢Acts 14:22).

Matthew Henry comments on Acts 14:22:

[Tribulation] is so appointed. They must undergo it, there is no remedy, the matter is
already fixed, and cannot be altered. He that has the sovereign disposal of us has
determined it to be ourto. . . But this is encouraging, that we shall get through it;

we shall not be lost and perish in.it.. We shall not only get through it, but get
through itinto the kingdom of Godind the joy and glory of the end will make
abundant amends for all the difficulties and hardships we may meet with in the way.
It is truewe must go by the crqdsut it is as true that if we keep in the way, and do
not turn aside nor turn back, we shgil to the crownand the believing prospedt o

this will make the tribulation easy and pleas&nt.

Paul continues on two more mission trips and perseveres thaffligtionsin
every city Acts 20:23. In 2 Coimnthians11:22-33, Paulsummarizes a list of these
sufferings in order tprove the sincety of his apostleshipA major theme in his epistles
to these churchas encouragement fdrelieversto persevergdrustingin the faithfulness
of God to deliver and rewaftRom 8:18, 3839; 2 Cor 1:7; Phil 1:6, 2@1; 2:1213; 3:8
16; 1 Thes 3:3; 2 Thess 1:5; 1 Tim 410; 2 Tim 2:12 3:10-17). God used Paul and his
faithfulness througlsuffering to establish numerous churches and fortify the faith of
countlesdelievers to thisery day.

Eventually allChristOslisciples except John andlidas Iscarioface
martyrdom for ChristScripture and church history recdrdw theapostls did indeed
drink the cup of the Lord\att 20:1723). After survivingbeingplaced into got of
boiling oil, John was exiled to the isle of Patmos (Rev 1:&prAeing released, he

returned to Ephesus were he died peacefully about AD B8nesthe son of Zebedee,

¥Matthew HenryMatthew Henry®s Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and
Unabridged in One Volum@eabody, MA: Hendrickson, Logos, 1994), 2128.

%John FoxeThe New FoxeOs Book of Martyesyiitten and updated by Harold@hadwick
(North Brunswick, NJ: Bridgé.ogos Publishers, 199,710.
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was killed by HerodOs sword (Acts 12)1JesusO prophesfPeterOs death (John 21:18
19) was fulfilled wherPeterwas firstforced to vatch hiswifeOs crucifixiorthenhe
requestedo be crucified upside down becauseféle unworthy to die as Christ
Andrewtook the gospel northward, perhaps even into Russia. Thrhatia, Greece he
was lashed to a cross instead of nadeddo prolong hissuffering. Duringthe two days
he hung there, Andreexhorted passdry to trust Christ> Matthewcarriedthe gospeto
Ethiopiawhere, as e account stateke was pinnetb the ground and behead®d

Philip is believed to have been stoned in Asia MiaodThomas was run through by a
spear in Indid’ Traditions hold thafude was criified at Edessa near AD 7Rlatthias
was stoned and beheadzidlerusalem, and Mark was dragged to death in Alexafidria
Nathanaelor Bartholomew, took ChristOs messatePersia, India, and as far as
Armenia. One tradition says Nathanael was tied up in a sack and thrown into the sea,
while another states he was cruciffédfter writing 2 Timothy from a prison cell in
Rome, Paul was beheaded in AD 66 (2 Tim&:68).%

Throughouthe spread of the gospel to the uttermost parts of the daeth
apostles faatthreats, court trials, imprisonment, seging, stoningmob riots and
eventuallymartyrdom Satanutilized numerous devices tiefeat theapostleOmessage
and the founding of the churddonethelessChrist foundedhis church through the

power of the Hly Spirit at work inobedient men who wouldot qut in the face of

%4John MacArthurTwelve Ordinary Men: How the Master Shaped His Disciples for
Greatness, and What He WantsDo with You(Nashville: W Publishing Group, 2002), 60.

*MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Meni4.
*Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Marfs
$"MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Men]33, 164.
*roxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martgs.
*MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Men]47.

“Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martys,
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torture and physical deatindeed, GodOs plaBodOs message, and GodOs chaveh

prewailed, and continut prevailthrough higaithful people.

GodOs Plan Prevails througBaints Who
Persevera in Church History

The examples of perseverance unto death by Christ and his apostles set the
course for succeeding generations of faithful sds/drheinstitution of thechurchand
herhistoryare speckled witkthe blood of her saint$hroughout church history, faithful

Christians have prevailgtirough various forms of tribulation apérsecution.

GodOs plan prevails througBaintswho perseveredunder persecutionby
Roman emperors. History records that Ner@\D 54-68) had animal skins sewn around
Christians and theret ferocious dogs attack them. Other incideat®rd how Christians
were put into wax covered shirts and then set entdirserve as lamps for NeroOs
parties?’ Nevertheless, these blessed saints enduriéieringand death rather than
renounce their true King

Ignatius AD 110) sdfered under Emperor TrajaAD 98-117).While being
delivered to Rome for professing Chrigmatius wrote to the church at Re not to
deliver him,for it was truly his goal to imitate Christ death. Nearingis death he
declaredONow | begin to be a disciple. Let fire and cross, flocks of beasts, broken
bones, tsmemberment . .comeupon me, so long as | attain to Jesus Chffst.O

Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (AD 1480) exacted brutal

persecutions against ChristiaRalycarpwasadiscipleof the Apostle John and owerer

“Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martyira, This book provides much of the information in
this second level heading. The stories of these martyrs have blessed and strengthened tiog church
centuries, but are unfamiliar to the congregation of Great Lakes Bible Church. Therefore, many of these
accounts are recorded here with the desire to educate, encourage, and fortify the faith of the members of
GLBC.

“’Mark Galli and Ted Olseri,31 Chrstians Everyone Should Kngiashville: Broadman &
Holman Publishers, 2000), 359.
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of the church in Smyrnafter being sentencdaly Antoninusto be burned, Polycarp

confidentlyprayed:

O Lord God Almighty, . .l give Thee thanks that Thou hast counted me worthy of
this day and this hour, that | should have a part in the number of Tityrsnan the

cup of Thy Christ, to the resurrecticof eternal life, both of soul and body, through

the incorruption [imparted] by the Holy Ghost. Among whom may | be accepted

this day before Thee as a fat and acceptable sacrifice, according as Thou,-the ever
truthful God, hast for@rdained, hast reveadeforehand to me, and now hast
fulfilled. Wherefore also | praise Thee for all things, | bless Thee, | glorify Thee,
along with the everlasting and heavenly Jesus Christ, Thy beloved Son, with whom,
to Thee, and the Holy Ghost, be glory both now and woaning ages. Amen’®

A Christian woman named Blandina also suffered severely émdeninus On two
different occasions she was tied to a stake for lions to eat, but the lions did not touch her.
She was brought back latend the lions ripped upon héiter this she wasvhipped, put
into a net andussledaboutby a wild bull thenseated naked into a Hxt metal chair.
When her torturers saw that her faith in Christ remained steadfastethegated her
earthly life by running her throughith asword?** Ponticus, a boyfdifteen years, would
not renounce Jesus even though he emiesed severe crueltiés

Suffering and persecution of Christiamtinued into the third centuni
beautiful, yet godly woman named Agatha refuseoktdrawn into postitution so that
the local governor of Sicily, Quintain, could fulfill his lustful desiggainst her.
Therefore, Quintain had hecourged with sharp hooks and thrown nakechupbed of
hot coals and glass, but Agatha retained her profession of Qpimt returning to

prison, she died of her wounds on February 5,%351.

43Alexar)der Roberts, James Donaldson, and A. Cleveland Coxe, OThe Encyclical Epistle of the
Church at SmyrnaO irhe Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeed. 1, The AnteNicene
Fathers (Buffalo, NY: Christian Literature Company, 1885), 42.

“Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Marfylig.

45Philip Schaff and David Schley Schaffistory of the Christian Churghvol. 2 (New York:
Charles ScribnerOs Sons, 1910), 55.

“*Foxe The New FoxeOs Book of Martyw,

62



GodOs plan prevails througBaintswho persevered under persecutiofy
popes of the Roman Catholic ChurchFollowers of Christ were persecuted by sacul
authorities up tehe twelth century, henironically, persecution began coming from
other so called OChristiansO withia Roman Catholi€hurch.Bold individuals
discernedruth from Scriptureand confrontedhe many false teachings of tiRoman
Catholic Churchsuch aspapal aithority, transubstantiatiorpurgatoryandindulgences
To justify the use of force againsigir challengerstheRoman Catholic Churchtilized a
twistedinterpretation of Luke 14:23A0d the master said to the servant, OGo out to the
highways and hedges and compebple to come in, that my house may be filléd.00

Aroundthe yearl140,Berengarius began preaching the truths of Scripture in
contrasto the falsehoods dome Popelnnocent lltook notice and encouraged the
local authorities to drive Berengarius and his followersof their territorie4® Then,
papal measures against so called OhereticsO bégansdy. In France inl184 Peter
Waldo wasexcommunicted by Pope Lucig Il for his stance againpurgatory masses
prayers for the deadndhis use ofernacular translations of ScriptualdoOs
followers, he Waldensesvere widelydisbursedver Europe due to persecution. In
1545, some three to four thousandrerwere massacred in Provence, Frafideope
Innocent lliconducted what he calledHoly War from 12091229against a similar
group in France known as the Albigen3&Shesdeaders battledltimatelyagainst the
father of lies (John 8:44) arudazed a traifor others to follow thécriptures, and GodOs
truth prevailed.

Pope Gregory IXormally organizedtte papal Inquisition in 123This was a

“’Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Mari{556.
“8roxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Marts.

“*Howard Frederic Vo xploring Church History(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers,
1996), chap. 15, OForerunners of theoReétion.O

*Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Mart{59.
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medieval courestablished tonpsecute those who oppodedchingf theRoman
Catholic ChurchAccused heretgwould be arrested by local governmental authorities,
stand trial before thecclesiasticatourt, andf convicted, their property would be seized
for church use and the individual would lnened at the stakelorrific methods were

used in attempts tget them to renowe the faith, & Foxe describes,

Every method of physical torture known or that can be imagined wakl sseti as
stretching limbs on the rack; burning with live coals or heated metals; breaking
fingers and toes; crushing feet and hapddljng out teeth; squeezing flesh with
pincers; inserting hooks into fleshy parts and pulling the hooks out through the
flesh; cutting off small pieces of flesh; sticking pins into the flesh; inserting pins
under fingernails or toenalils; tightening ropesund flesh until they cut through to

the bone; scourging with rods or various kinds of whips; beating with fists, rods, and
clubs; twisting limbs and dislocation joints. The methods used by the sadistic
inquisitors are too numerous and horrendous t3list

Spain was home to the most seviematalitiesof the Inquisitionlt is estimated
that nearly 32,000 were horrendously tortured and burned hdieeldition to these, there
were some39,000 who werghysicallypunished, plunderedndbr condemned. fie
most heinous inquisitor was Tomas de Torqagdanwhose reign of terror lasted from
1487 to 1498. EvePope Sixtus I\fecoiledat thereport ofcrueltiescarried out by

Torquemada? Foxe summarizes the xt of the Spanish Inquisition:

But there are ncecords of the multitudes who died in dungeons from the torture;
from being confined in filthy, diseased, rat and vermin infested holes; from broken
bodies or broken hearts; or the millions of lives who were dependent upon them for
their survival, or who we hurried to the grave by the death of the victims. That is a
record that is known only in heaven for the Day of Judgrifent.

Thousands of faithful SpanisPhristianssteadfastlygazed past their torturers to look
unto Jesus, thimunderandperfecter of tkir faith (Heb 12:12).

Saints continued to persevere undespeutiors throughout Europdn

*'Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Mart@a.
*Foxe,The New FoxeOs Book of Mart{365.

**Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Mart4.
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EnglandOxford scholarJohn Wycliffe AD 13771384) hadnumerous conflicts with

and threats frorthe Roman Catholic Churdfecause of his stance on biblical truth
Woycliffe did die of natural causes without being sentenced to deathventhat is not

the end of history.>* Followers of Wycliffe were known as the Lollards, and they held to

WycliffeOs teachings into the sighth century. Schaff states,

The Wycliffite movement was suppressed by a rigid inquisition, set on foot by the
bishops and sanctioned by parliament.The 15th century furnished a great

number of Lollard trials and a number of Lollard martyrs, aed thumber was

added to in the early years of the 16th century. Active measures were taken by
Archbishop Courtenay; and under his successor, Thomas, earl of Arundel, the full
force of persecution was let loose. The warlike bishop of Norwich, Henry Spenser,
joined heatrtily in the repressive crusade, swearing to put to death by the flames or
by decapitation any of the dissenters who might presume to preach in his dlocese.

In Bohemia John HussAD 13721415) embraced the writings of Wycliffe
which also put im in constanbppositionwith theRoman Catholic ChurcliHuss was
eventually brought to trial at the Council of Constance in 1415. Before trying Huss, the
council exhumed the body of Wycliffe, burnédand threwhis ashe#to the Rhine
River so as to mse any memory of Wycliff@'he @uncilthen turned on Huss,
essentiallyscalping him anenockingly placing a papebishopOs miter on his he@uh
the way to his execution, Huss wad past a blaze in which himookswere being
burned® Seeing he was not going to receive a fair hearing, he crie®bappeal to
Jesus Christ, the only judge who is almighty and completely just. In his hands | plead my
cause, not on the basis of false witnesses and erring councils, but on truth an®justice
At the stake, & rejectedne last chare to recant, wheree prayed, OLord Jesus, it is for

thee that | patiently endure this cruel death. | pray thee to have mercy on my eriémies.O

**Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Mart® 77.

**Schaff andSchaff,History of the Christian Churgt85Eb1.
**Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Marjp4.

*'Galli and Olsen]31 Christians Everyone Should Knv1.
*%Galli and Olsen131 Christians Everyone Should Kndv1.
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Huss sang a song of praise until his rejoicing voice was choked sutdke and flames.
HussOs courage gave birth to the Hussites who continued toHwlteachings dhe
true doctrines of Scripturg.In attempts to suppress bibli¢alth, the enefes of the
cross actually promulgatéd GodOs plan prevailed through people in the face of

persecution and martyrdom.

GodOs plan prevails througBaintswho persevered under persecutioty
kings and queensWilliam Tyndale(AD 14941536)was the first to translate the Bible
from Latin into Englishin 1525 In violation of a decree from Holy Roman Emperor
Charles Vand in agreement with King Henry V]ITyndale was sentencedle strangled
and burned® He was imprisonetbr a year and a halfefore his deattin which timehe
led the prison keeper, the keepetddgihter, and others of his household to Chhishis
execution inl536, Tyndale declared, OLord! Open the king of EnglandOseyektO
Foxe (AD 15161587), a friend of Tyndale, had to flee tin@rific persecution under the
five year reign of OBloodyMary | (AD 15531558). Foxe escaped to Basel, Switzerland
were he wrote hiBook of Martyrs Upon MaryOs death, Foxe returned to England and his
book found acceptance and distribution under Elizabgib115581603)% The Bible
in English and~oxeOBook of Martyrshavegone on to babundantlydisseminateénd
have instructed and encouraged the church for cent@ws trutand GodOs people

havenot onlyprevaiked, butthrived

*Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martyi@85.
®Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Marfyii33.

®3Kenneth Boa and William KruidenieRomansHolman New Testament Commentary, vol. 6
(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 380.

®2DC Talkand The Voice of the Martyrdesus Freaks: Stories of Réwionaries Who
ChangedTheir World Fearing God, Not MafMinneapolis: Bethany House, 2002:18588.
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GodOs Plan Prevails througBaints
Who Perseveran the Modern Era

Since theenmitydeclared in Gessis3:15 will not be settled until the
culmination, the spiritual warfare rages dhe faithful witnessof previousmartyrs has
inspiredperseverance isucceedingeneration of Christiansnto the modern era

Richard and Sabina Wurmbrand were faithful servants of ChrBomania
during the World War Iperiod As the Russian armies invaded their country, the
Wurmbrands and their church padsut gospel booklets t&ussian soldiera’ho entered
by train andank. After the warthe church hatb existundergroundo avoid
persecutionand the Communists usddugging, threats, and blackmail in attempts to get
believers to report on their brothefhie Wurmbrands encouradjgue believers to
infiltrate the poli@ in order to infornthe underground church of planned opposition.
Believers also became undercover medical professionals to minister to imprisoned
Christians For these undercover Christiansahbing spiteas one of the perceived enemy
was often as diffialt as earing suffering as eonvictedChristian Between 19441960,
Richard Wurmbrand spent fourtegears in prison, yet utilizelis imprisonmento
ministerto fellow prisoners antb witnessto theguards Evertually, he foundedhe
ministry, The Voice of the Martyrsvhich continues tdhis day toreport on and support
persecuted Christians worldwiffg.

Rosatestified what it has cost her to be a Christmaommunist Cuba in
1999. BothRosaOs parents wettheistsheavily involved in the ammunist government
and prohibitedspeaking the wor@odin the home. Bt RosaOgreatgrandmother prayed
for years forRosaand shdinally acceptedhe Lord.After Rosa became a Christian, her
mother started beatirtgerand her father disowned h&/hen Rosa went away to school,
shesowed the gospelnd three friends receivé&thrist. They ret secretly under a tree to

share Godword and pragdthat others wouldome to know ChristThrough it all,

%DC Talk, Jesus Freakss, 23, 21819.
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Rosa declares@r parents are blind in this atheistyjs&m and do not understand that
we grow and make our own personal decisions. Mine is Jesus Christ. | will be faithful
even at the price of deatftO

Christ continues to build his church in Africa. Upon visiting Libema Sierra

Leon, Keesee reports,

Remarkable Christians in both those countries are leading, serving, discipling, and
multiplying themselves in the lives of others. All this in countries wounded by war,
steeped in demon worship and Islam, and divided a hundred\veagatchwork of
people goups barely stitched together by bad roads and vgongernment$®

In Liberiaduringthecivil war of the 1990sDennissaw his father beheaded, his brother
shot in the back, and$ihouséurned Yet, Dennishasovercomehese difficultiesandis
todaya faithful pastorto hisown peoplethe LomaOne of DennisOs disciples is a
carpenter named Washington who came to Christ out of devil woB#imis and his
team follow the missiontsategy of the apostles in Actsefore going into a new village,
theypray, fastand then send evangelists tiwptwo. They targethevillage leaders most
hardened to the gospel so that once they receive Christ, the rest of the people have no fear
of becoming ChristianThe village ofMalawu was known as the center of $atarship,
but after prayer and fasting, Godraculouslyopened the peopleOs hearts to salvation
Where Satan was once worshipaahurch now stand§.

GodOs plagontinues to persevetierough his people in Asi®astor Li Di
Xian of China has been arrested eighteen times in recent years for werthingundreds
of Chinese believeiis the OillegalO house churchés keeps a small suitcase packed

preparatiorfor the next time he is arrest&dn Vietnam, evangelist To Dinh Ting has

%DC Talk,Jesus Freaks37-88.

®*Tim KeeseeDispatches from the Front: Stories of Gospel Advance in the Vedbiitult
Places(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014), 160.

®*K eeseePispatches from the Front59-68.

¥DC Talk,Jesus Freakss.
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refusedio accepearly dismissal from prison ameturn to his family because he is seeing

many prisoners receive Chrfét.

GodOs Plan Must Continue to
Prevail through Us Today

The aforementionedre but a few of ththousandsvho haveperseveredh the
Christian faiththroughout the world and in every addis list of steadfassaintsis like a
modern day addendum tiee OT heroes dflebrews 11, andrhe would fail to tell of
them all(Heb 11:32f° In an effort to squelctbodOs plasatanOsffspring hasactually
fortified the faith of thousands and contirtithe growth of GodOs offsprig these
servants were empowered by the Holy Spirit and faith to remain staunch in their loyalty
to Christ, smur generation iaow called to thdrontline of thisbattle Lloyd-Jones

connectghe perseverance of saints througheedry generation when he writes,

Read the story of the martyrs in every age throughout the centuries, and in each case
you will find that their secret was that they knexaetly where they were going.

They had had such views of the glory to which they were going, such glimpses of it,
that they wee certain of it. OHope maketht ashamed;O rather it makes us certain.

It makes us Omore than conquerors,O and as we are ¢méi&dsteadfastly at it

we caneven glory in the things that normally produce depresghernthings that

normally defeat u&’

It is our turn tohold the truthfight the enmity against Christ, and proclaim ChristOs name
before the worldln so doingwe fulfill the purposdor whichwe were creatednd
redeemel GodOs glorTitus 2:1114; 1 Pet 2:912). As wehaveinheritedthis

testimony of perseverance frosaintsof old, let usn our generatiomlso prevail in the

®8DC Talk, Jesus Freakss.

For more testimonials of salvation and persamee, consukVashedRed.conChanged
Lives: Testimonies of Lives Changed by Jesus Christ,O accessed December 5, 2016,
http://www.washedred.com/changed_livesbout.com > About Religion and Spirituality >
Christianity, OReal Life Testimonies,O accessed December 5h2p 16 hristianity.about.com
od/testimonies/J. C. Ryle Light from Old Timesaccessed November 29, 2016,
http://graceebooks.com/library/J.%20C.%20Ryle/Light%20from%2001d%20Ties.pdf

"Lloyd-JonesRomans77.
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cause of Chrisand sanfluencefuture generations to endure until Goe®alplan is
culminated By GodOs Spirit, GodOs Word, and faiéimust remain steadfafsir Christ

in spite of every one @atanOs attempts to destrdy testhe glory of God.

Conclusion

God is omnipotst and sovereign and will accomplish all his purposes in
creation.God created all things by his will and for his glory (Rew+#19. The means by
which he will be glorified in creation is the salvation of men and the reclandtion
creation. To accomplish his glory through salvatimhas chosen men from before the
foundation of the world to beaved Those whom hbas chosen he has drawn to him and
given them the gift ofaith to respond to his callinghe Holy Spiritgenerats new birth
in believes, indwells themaids then in faithful obedienceand is the guarantee of the
inheritance The true believewill prevail to the end because isintegrated into GodOs

eternal plan for his gloryThus, GodOdgn prevails throuly his people
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CHAPTER 4

PREPARATION AND IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE PROJECT

In order to increasthe knowledge of GodOs prevailing plan through
redemptive history and to instill in the members of GLBC the will to persevere in their
own lives afif teenweek project was implemented. The project unfolded in three phases:
the preparation period tlireeweeksthe implementation period of teveeks, and the
follow-up period of two weeks. The preparationipeinvolved giving theQuestionnaire
Regarding Perseveranes a praest and preparingermons one through thregne
implementation period involved preaching teeweeksermon serieand prepang the
study guidecurriculumbeginningin week eight The followup phase involved giving the
Questionnaire Regarding Perseveraasea postest and utilizing &test for dependent
samples to measutiee effectiveness of the sermon serflso, the elders of the church

evaluated the sermon series aodtributed in the development of tberriculum

Phase 1: Preparation

The first goal of this project wds finalize the Questionnaire Regarding

Perseverance artttvelop a ten week sermon series on The Prevailing Plan of God

Week 1: Knowledge Assessment

TheQuestionnaire Regarding Persevera’ which employed a sijevel
Likert scale was originally developed during tipeoposalbf the project, but was

reviewed in week 1. The questionnaivas the primary instrumetit measure the

'See appendix.1
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memberQOs knowledge of and resolve in persevefmdie purposes of the project,

church members eighteen years of age and older were asked to participate in the
questionnaireOut ofthese adultdorty-onepeopletook thepre-survey with the goabf
sustaining twenty people to take the psstvey and be evalted as thesurvey group.

Each person was given the low risk informed consent statement in accordance with the
Assessment of Risk to Human Subjects in Research proto@adition, | had the

people put a foudigit code in the top right cornen page onef their surveyThey were

to use the same fouligit code on the posturvey to be able to match the pre and-ost
surveys anonymoushy.he survey group agreed to listen to every sermon in the project
before taking the posurvey.

The first section of t questionnaire gathered demographic information. It
affirmed whether or not the individual professes to be a Christian, asked the marital
status, if children are in the home, and the individualOs age.

The secondectionconsisted of twelve questions tlzesessed how that
individual perseveres. Questions ranged from how a person typically responds to difficult
situations in life, what his attitude about God is in the midst of difficulty, how he may
respond to perseaah, and how he treats others who goéng througttrying times.

Thefinal segment was thablical knowledge portioronsisting of thirteen
questions. Bch question was designed to measure comprehengidiio&l concepts
and characters regarding perseverance. The final question wadugte@wa what extent

that person understood that his life fits into GodOs overall prevailing plan.

Week 1:Sermon Preparation

The goal of thdirst half of thesermon series was tiemonstrate that GodOs
plan in creation has prevailed in spite of$ditanOs attempts to destranid will
continue to prevail into eternityrhis would establish the theological basis forgheond

half of the series which would be a personal application regatiténgerseverance of
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individual saintswho are part of G#Os prevailing plafihe first threesermongresentd
ageneral overview of God bringing Messiah through human linédgs lineage
descendsrom mankind in general (Gen 3:15), then through the genealogical line of
Israel (Gen 12; 49; 2 Sam 7) in spifeSatanOs attacks to derail that lineSgemons

four through sixdiscusedhow the New Testament identifies Jesushagpromised
offspring of Gersis3:15, how Jesus prevailed in his earthly ministry, and that ChristOs
prevailing power signifies victorfor his followers. Sermoseventaughtthe

perseverancef the saints, and sermons eight throteyghshoved how saints throughout
church history have prevailed against SatanOs enmity against them.

A benefit to this stage of the project is that so mudhefesearch and writing
had already been done. Therefore, the sermon prepanat®omerely a refinement of my
study.l divided thefifty -nine pages of materiah chapters 2 and By tensermons
resultingin each sermon beirfgetween five andix pagef material taken from my
researchThe first three weeks allowed for three sermons to be prepared in advance of
beginning to preach the sermon series.

My strategyfor refining eactsermon camé&om these five or six pages of
written studymaterial | modfied the informationinto outline format! prefer to preach
from an outline so that | can easily spot and discuss the points rather than having to find
pertinent information within a paragrag@ince lisening to a sermon is different from
reading a theological paper, some information had to be edited or withdrawn. | chose to
withdraw many of the quotations from theological sources. For an oral presentation, it
seemed better to summarize these concepts than to read long Quotesarrivirg at
week 4, the benefit of having study matedahe and three sermons prepaatdwedfor
work on two sermons per week. Staring weekwiould make up a rough draft outline
for the next sermon to leErganizedand the sermon being preached that Sumdesy
reviewed and refined.

With this strategy in place, | began the rough outline for Sermdhelgoal of
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the first sermonvas to introduce the concept of ObiblitadlogyO antb demonstrate
how JohnOs biblical theology allowed him to rightly undadsthevision he receiveth
Rewelation5. My approach wag show that Johnonnectedhe elderOs wordin@he
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of Davids conquerddasthe fulfillment of the

offspring promised in Gessis3:15 who would crush/congr the serpenBatan

Week 2

| preparediie second messagatitledOThe Offspring to be the Lion of
Judah.O Thissmon wa an overview of the genealogical line of Messiah through the
bookof Genesis. Beginning in Gesis3:15, | traced how the offsmig came from the
seed of the womahmankind in general. Wit GodOs call to Abram in Gasis12, the
lineage narrowed to one natlnsrael.From Israel, the lineage was promised to come
from the tribe of Judah in Gesis49, where the first mention of Olids@ssociated with
JudahFurthermore, emphasis was given to the enmity from Satan at each phase of this
lineage? | prepared a PowerPoint presentatom a sermon handoiar the

congregation.

Week 3

Early in the week developed @ough draft of SermoB, OThe Offspring to be
the Root of DavidJThis sermon waan overview of the offspringOs lineage
relationship tdavid. The stories of Ruth and Boaz ieequickly referenced in order to
provide background. A larger portion of matedahltwith the Davidic Covenant from
2 Samuel 7. The next main poininderscorethow the lineage prevailed through the
Divided Kingdom of Israel with specific attention given to the story of Joash (2 Kgs 11).
Finally, | demonstratthow Isaiah 11 prophesied Messiah wabe bot the Branch and

Root of David, which gives significance to both the humanity and deity of Messiah.

’See appendix 3.
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At the conclusiorof the weekonthe Sunday prior télling out the
Questionnaire Regarding Perseverasoginitiating the sermon series, | piewed with
the congregation how t@spond to a stevel Likert scalel presented general and
humorous questions and asked them, OTo what extent to you agree with this statement?0
This rehearsal seemed to familiarize the congregation s@tlhudy more acurately
answer thipre-series questionnairddditionally, | aske the congregation to read
Genesidl-3 and Reelation4-5 in preparation for Sermon Wwhich wago be preached

the following Sunday.

Phase 2: Continued Preparation and Implementation
Week 4

Preparation began on Sermon Bh@®Offspring Identified as Jesus in the New
TestamenOThe objective was to demonstréiav the NT authors recognized Jesus of
Nazareth athe promised offspring of Gesis3:15 henceJesus wathe Messiah of
God.

Later in theweek | reviewed angharpene&ermon Ifrom its rough draft
done in Week % | prepared a PowBpint presentatiowhich helpedne sharpermy
wording and thoughts. In addition, a sermon handout was preparée forigregation.
The handoubhadblank spaces to fill in key words for key points. ThevBdPoint
presentation highlighteithe words to fill into the blanks of the handout.

The Questionnaire Regarding Perseveravee distributed durinthe Sunday
morningworship time Forty-oneadultswere present to take the survey. The session
began with an explatian that the survey was for my minisgpyoject, so they needed to
think through each answer and not look on another personOs Fhevegrticipants

were asked to commit to listeug to all ten sermons in the series so they could effectively

*See appendix 8.
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answer the posteries questionnairen case someone missagermon, they weteld
that they could access it on our churchélssite? The website administrator was asked
to have the sermomsaced on the churchOs website angbheadedhemafter each
Sunday morning servic&he survey took approximatefiyteen minutes to administer.
Thefirst messageQ\ Biblical Theology ofRewelation5,0 was preached to the
congregation to begin impteentation of the sermon seri@$e thrust of this message
was to define Obiblical theology® and how JohnOs biblical theology helped him
understandhe significance of the title§€)ion of Judah, Root of Davi@jn the scee he
was beholding in Ralation5. At the close of the sermon, | askidb congregation to

read Gemsisl-12 in preparation for Sermon 2.

Week 5
Sermon 50God@evailingPlan in the Ministry of Chrishwasoutlinedin

the first half of the weeklThe emphasis vgaon how Jesus prevaileger Satan in each
phase of his earthly ministry: his life, ldeath, and his resurrection. Durinig lifetime,
Jesus overcantgerodOs attempt to murder him, SatanOs temptations, demons, hostile
crowds, PhariseeQOs plots, and a friendOs beTtayafjhSatan coulghotentally perceive
ChristOs deatis a victoryin reality the crucifixiorfulfilled GodOs eternal plan of
salvation andedemption for mankindl'he resurrection of Jesusnnotesnany pointof
victory in GodOs prevailing plan.

| reviewed honed and therpreached Sermon 2, OThe Offspring to be the Lion
of Judah.® had toremembethat this was an overview of Messiapéswailing
genealogical linghrough Genesiso as not t@o into too much detail for each individual

story.Therefore, Ihad to set aside additional notes and quotes from the original

“The sermonsan be accessedglbcholly.com under the OSermonsO tab. Accessed July 17,
2017.

°See appendix 8.
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preparation done in Week &gain, aPowerPoint presentation and sermon handamled
in makng my points and comments more succiAttthe close of the sermon, | asked the
congregation to rehl Samnel 16; 2 Samel 7; 2 Kings8-11; and Is@h 6-11 in

preparation for Sermon 3 to be preached the following Sunday.

Week 6

Early in the weekl prepared Sermon 6, OGodOs Prevailing Plan Signifies
Victory.Ol addressdhow thevariousNT authorsunderscoré GodOs plan prevailing
unto victory The application wathat since believers have union with Chiisty too
cancling to this hope of victory througtut their own trials. After each authorOs treatment
of victory, | repeatdthe elderOs refrafrom Reelation5:5, OWeep no more!O

Towards the end of the weekeviewed, editedand then preached Sermon 3,
OThe Offspring to be the Root of DavidrOmy introduction)] made sure to include a
review of thehighlights fromthe previoustwo sermasto helpmaintainthe continuity of
GodOs plainom Genesis t&Revelation Before moving into the ORoot of DavidO
segment, | reviewed Johrigiislical theology of Reelation5, and Messialsenealogical
line from Gemsis3:15 to JudahA PowerPoint presgation and sermon handout were
prepared to accompany the messdgehe close of the sermothe congregation was

askel to read Matiew 1-3 and Gatians3:1P4:7 as preparation for the Sermon 4

Week 7

| was now ready to begin preparitige second halif the sermon series
(material from chapte3 of my project. Semons 16 treated how Gobad prevaileda
bring the offspring of Gesis3:15 in spite of SatanOs enmity against it. Now, | was
moving to GodOs plan prevailing through his people. | prepamayh draft outline for

Sermon 7,0The Perseverance of the Sairita&s careful to begin with some definitions

®See appendix 8.
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of (perseverance of the saints@nake sure the congregation understood the term.
Although | researched and wrote on four points that tpackeverance, | utilized only
two for the sermon(1) Saints persevere because they ha@en chosen for salvation
unto GodOs gloryand(2) Saints persevere because tlaeg indwelt by the Spirit of God.
In the first point, | useéthe gospel of John geitheavily, reading through thexts of
John 6, 10, and 17. These passages exjplatrsaints prevail because God has chosen
them to prevail for his glory. On the second point, the Holy Spirit gersenaig birth in
the believer, helps him maintain obetiaith, and is the guarantee of the believerOs
inheritancePerseverance of the saints exists in the will and work of God, and true
believers respond to and cooperate with GodOs will and work.

In preparation for preaching @unday, reviewed andine tunedSermon 4
OThe Offspring Identified as Jesus in the New Testarhéma@dition to the various NT
authors provindactually thatJesus of Nazareth was the promis#dpring of Geresis
3:15, another emphagisnergedll the absolute centrality of Jesus Christ in Gqiéys
for creation This teaching helped explain and clarify the exclusivity of Jesus Christ for
redemption andeconciliation with Godl was able to give a strong and clear

presentation of the gospel inghgermon.

Week 8

Preparation began on SermorO8;he Perseverance of the ApostlIEg<D, |
walkedthrough ChristOs instruction to the apostles being sent to preacispet of the
kingdom in Mathew 10. Here,Jesusvarns the disciples theyill be as fieep among
wolvesasthey encounter the darkness of the lexgstent enmityTheywill face
betrayal, flogging, accusation, hatred, persecution, and.ddaiVever Jesus encourages

them that they will have the power of the Spirit and the promise ofa¢remnard.

'See appendix 8.
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Secondl laid out the opposition the apostles had throughout the book of Acts and
showedhow the different apostleperseveretdhrough adversity to preach the gospel and
establish the church. Then | cldsesing Scripture and church historytéachhow the
different apostlesuffered martyrdom.

Nearing Sunday, | improveahd meditated on Sermon 5, OThe Prevailing Plan
in the Ministry of Jesus Christ.Opreached that Christ conquered Satan through his
death, his burial, and his resurrectiés. with all the sermons, a PowerPoint presentation
and £rmon handout were preparddsincerely worshipful spirit came over me as |

preached these truthend it £emed the congregation shared in that spirit.

Week 9

| was able to sketch out a rough draft outline for Sermon 9, OPerseverance of
Saints in Church History.O The bulk of this material came from John Foke®&w
FoxeOs Book of Martyrewritten and updated by HaraldChadwick It dawned on me
that | was actually developing a sermmith more historical dateather than Scripture
However, @wurch history is vitaldr our congregation to know, atitey are fairly
unfamiliar with many othese martyred saints who have preceded us. | prayed about this
tension and had peace realizing this history is howguoasstolic Christians applied
ChristOs commendation th@a&rvant is not greater than his master.O If they persecuted
me, they will #so persecute youO (JorB120; Matt 10:24). So although churcistory is
not inspired Scripture, it is the story of GodOs people living out the paliseverenot
deny Christ, and glorify God in life and in deaghhistory lesson is atypical as as®n,
but within this context | felt it was appropriate.

| reviewed and finalized Sermon 6, OGodOs Prevailing Plan Signifies \ctory.O

8See appendix 8.

°See appendix 8.
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This was a tremendous sermon to preachass the application dsermons 45. The

preaching was virtually a celebi@t of the victory we are guaranteed as chosen saints
incorporated into GodOs eternal plan. One of my emphases was that the first five sermons
were inended not just for academic growhut to alsdortify our will to persevere. We

must engage the mind @the will in our quest to persevere to the end.

Week 10

| preparedhe outlinefor Sermm 10, OPerseverance of Saints in the Modern
Era.OThisinformation addressed the era from World War 1l up to modernldagitured
RichardWurmbrand founder of The Voice of the Martyrs, as well as others fiesus
Freaks® andDispatches from the Froft Again, the goal for this message was to
stimulatethe will of our people to persevere in their generation, and to have an influence
on the next gemation.Since this was to be the final message of the series, | also
considered several points of applicatibomthe conclusion, ¢hallengé our people to
recognize our lives and our church are part of something bigger than ouraetv/ésat it
is ourprivilege and duty tpersevere to the end for the glory of God.

Sermon 7, OPerseverance of the Saints,O was then reviewed andBolished.
During this preparation,was moved to simply reldarge portions of the texts dbhn 6,
10, and 17, and let the Wbof God speak for itselfthen on Sundayuting our pre
sermon worship, | included corporate Scripture reading of Ephesians 1 to prepare our
minds toward the sermom another segment of our worship we recited The Apostles

Creed. We utilized the songnChrist AloneO wkh contains the verse

No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me. From lifeOs first

D¢ Talkand The Voice of the Martyrsesus Freaks: Stories of Revolutionaries Who
ChangedTheir World Fearing God, Not Mawol. 2 Minneapolis: Bethany House, 2002

HTim KeeseeDispatches from the Front: Stories of Gospel Advance in the WorldOs Difficult
Places(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014).

25ee appendix 8.
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cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny. No power of hell, no scheme of
man ca ever pluck me from his hand| he returns or calls me home, herele t
power of Christ | stan&®

When it came time to preach, | read the texts afidvied up by highlighting points

within the text which emphasized the saints prevailing within GodOs eternal plan. These
highlights were tplayed on the PowerPoint and included in the sermon harMyput.

heart was stirred while | preached as | became overwhelmed with the magnitude of God,

his power, and his plan.

Week 11

Having prepared all ten sermons in the setibegan work on theightlesson
curriculum thaigrewout of the sermon seridsutilized the material from the sermon
outlines, handouts, and PowerPoint presentations to synthesize this curriculum, which |
entitled OA Study Guid€urriculumon thePrevailing Plarof God3* Eachlessorwas
to haveselected Scripture readigtudyquestions, and commentary. ltsvaesigned for
a studento read sedcted Scriptures and answelated questionar fill in blanks from
the Scripturepassagesrlhe student wsto alsoread the conmentary whiclcoveredkey
theological concepts aummarizedarger Biblepassageuringweek 11, | wrote
Lessons 43 of the curriculum.

| reviewed and sharpened Sermon 8, OPerseverance of the Agostles.O
Preparation of a PowerPoint presentation amthen handout aided further in becoming
more concise in my thoughts and words. On Sunday, | preached Sermon 8. We closed by

singing in response, OAm | a Soldier of the Cross?0

3K eith Getty andStuart TownendQIn Christ AloneO (200Kingsway ThankYou Music.
Lyrical reference, accessed July 1, 201tfp://www.gettymusic.com/uthristalone/

1see appendix 5.

>See appendis.
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Week 12
Throughout the week | developkdssons 4 and &f the Study Guide

Curriculum?® Again, | noted key passages of Scripturestoidents to read, followed up
with study questions, and integrated commentary to fill in the gaps.

| reviewed and refined Sermon 9, OPerseverance of Saints in Church
History.®’ The material covered persecuted believers from the first century up through
the Spanish Inquisition of the fourteenth centditye atmospherduring the preaching
was quite sober as the congregation héaahy of them for the first timehe
testimoniesf the brutalities and martyrdom suffered by our Christian ancestors.
responseywe againsangOAm | a Soldier of the Crossf@n effort to challengeur

personal resolve to persevere.

Week 13

| wrote Lessons#B to finish therough draft of the Stud@uide Gurriculum?*®
Also | sent an email to the congregation asking if anyone would volunteer to help analyze
the upcoming pre and pestirvey results. | received three positive responses, and chose a
lady who works with tatistical information in her redar job.

| reviewedandrefinedSermon 10, OPerseverance of Saints in the Modern
Era.® This information covered from William Tyndadad John Foxi England irthe
sixteenth century up to believers of today who are still being persecuted. The worship
was intentionally crafted to supgidhe theme of perseverance. Our singing includéd
Mighty Fortresds Our GodOOGreat Is Thy Faithfulness,O @BddChurch Arised
Scripture readings were from Helws12:1-2 and John 17:122.

%see appendix 5.
YSee appendix 8.
185ee appendix 5.

See appendix 8.
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At the conclusion of prehing Sermon 10, thlast sermon in the seridhad
the congregatiofill out the postsermon serieQuestionnaire Regarding Perseverafice.
The participants were told to pinet same four digit code on this pasirvey that they
had used for the prgurvey.In case anyone may haf@gotten their code from the pre
survey, Imade up a PowerPoint slide with all the codes useati@presurvey for the
congregation to refence Of the fortyone members who took tipee-series survey, only
twentymembers were able to fulfill the pestries surveyequirementsThis difference
was due to members being on vacation, absent, sick, or unable todiateten sermons
of the series either in person or onlifanetheles, the twentynatching surveys were
enough to fulfill the desired survey group of twenty membergave both pre and poest
surveys to the lady who had volunteered to analyze tA&so, we shared a meal and
held an interactive discussion where our membleased what they had learned from the
sermon series, how they were challenged or encouraged, and addressed any questions that
had arisen in their minds from hearing the sermons. | took personafiootethis
discussiorso that | couldaddressanyconcensor bolster any points the Study Guide

Curriculum.

Week 14

A portion of this week was spent analyzing the pre andgerston series
surveyswith the lady who had run the analysis on ttféirhad my team of elders fill out
the Sermon Series Evaluaii rubric? | also gave the elders the rough draft of the

curriculum for their review along with tH&tudy GuideCurriculum Evaluation rubrié?

2'See appendix 1.
ISee the first goal under OResearch Methodology,O p. 6.
?’See appendix 2.
235ee appendix 4.

'See appendix 6.
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| then wrote chapter 5, OEvaluation of the Project.O

Week 15

Our team of eldersadread throughthe Study Guide Curriculumndfill edout
the Study GuideCurriculum Evaluationubric. | discussed with the elders in person their
observations about the curriculum, as well as read throughath#&n comments on the
various pages of the curriculuinmadeadjustmentso the curriculum based upon the
elderOsecommendationsntil it met thesatisfactoryd0 percentf all the rubric
evaluation indicators

| proofread my ente project to check grammaapelling,and logical flow, and
to strenghenmy alguments. | also double checked that | had all the necessary

information and appendices included.
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CHAPTER 5
EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT

The evalation of this ministry projegtrovides helpful insights for improving
the project anavriting the Stuly Guide @rriculum To this end, this chapter presents an
evaluation of the purpose and goals of the project. Additionally, the strengths and
weaknesses of the project are discussed, as well as aspects of the project that could have
been done differentlyFinally, I reflect upon the theological foundation of the project and

provide personal reflections and a brief conclusion.

Evaluation of the ProjectOs Purpose

The stated purpose of the project watetich the congregation of GLBC about
GodOs prevailinggn andthe doctrine of perseverandeis teaching proved necessary
because members had either a shallow understanding of eschatology and/or American
culture in relationsip to eschatology. In the ten years as pastoad not yet taugtthe
congregatioron perseverance. Additionalljnembers had little knowledge of how
believers throughout church history have exemplified perseverandghat now ware
in line to holdunwaveringlyto GodOs trutfrurthermore, the amount of work it would
take toincreae peopleOs knowledgepdrseverancandresolve to endureequired a
project of this size and scopkhus, tre objective oteachingthe sermorseries was to
increase our peopleOs understanding of the magnitude of GodOs plan, how that plan has
unfolded wthin redemptive historgnd prevailed against all SatanOs opposition against it
how GodOs people have prevailed throughout histatiyh@w our individual lives fiin
to GodOs eternal plan.

The progct successfully increaséite membersO overall knodge ofGodOs
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prevailing plan and gberseverancef the saintsThe data colleed from the pre and
postsermon seriesurveyseflectedan increase in their knowledg@ut of 150 points
total,the mean score of thgarticipants increase?l9 pointsfrom 125.650n the pre
surveyto 135.50n the possurvey' The data indicated a 5 point increaseuestior20,
Ol understand many detailshofvGodOs eternal plan prevéis.

The projectalso demonstrated an increase in the memberOs resolve to persevere
in their own faith Although moderatehe data from the pre and thespcourse surveys
revealed afncrease in strength of positive response to the statsp@mtile being
intimidated fo holding to biblicaltruth, | would still hold to itQandOlIf threatened with

violence for admitting | was a Christian, | would admit’it.O

Evaluation of the ProjectOs Goals

The project set out to accomplish four goals. These goals were effectively
measued through the employment of evaluation tools that provided data showing that the
project was successful overall.

The firstand thirdgoak wereto assessnd increasthe congregatio®s
knowledge of the biblicadoctrine of perseveranead th& persomal resolve to
persevereTo meet thesegoak, | prepared a pre and pesgrmon series Questionnaire
Regarding Perseverancegreached the tesermon®n tenconsecutive Sundays. This
goal was measured byministering pre and poesermon seriesurveys. hie presurvey
was administered odlay 14, 2017 and the possurvey was administered daly 16,

2017 Forty-one members took the psarvey, but only twenty embers were used to

serve as the control group. These twentylsiened to all the sermons between the two

See table Al in appendix 2.
“See table A4 anfigure A4 in appendix 2.

®See tables A2 and A3, and figures A2 and A3 in appendix 2.
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surveys. At-test for dependent samples was used to determine if there had been a
positive, significant, statistical difference between thegmarse survey and the post
course survey. The survey was desigmeadigcern whethethie congregationOs
knowledge of theloctrine of perseverance and their personal resolve to persekre
increasd. The sermon series made a statistically significant difference resulting in an
increase of their knowledged resolvétig = 4.901595934p< .00009% The results of
thet-test revealed that the participantsO knowledgerseverance and their resolve to
perseverdad increased as a result of #sgmon serie$Therefore, the goal of increasing
knowledgeand resolvevas net according to the measurements used in this project.
Thesecond goal was to preaalienweek sermon series onl@Prevailing
Plan of GodOThis goal was measured byr team of elderaho used a rubric to
evaluate thesermon serie3The rubric scaléor each category was between 1 to 4 points,
with 4 being the highest score. There was an additional column for comments related to
each catgory. The elders evaluated fourteen questthasrated the sermonOs
faithfulness to the textise of the best sates, pertinent topicsjarity, andpractical
application The goal was to have a minimum of 90 percent of all the rubric evaluation
indicators meet or exceed the sufficient leyearked 3 or 4 on the scaldll scores on
the evaluatiomeachedhe 90 percent sufficient lev@lherefore, the goal of creating a
instructional sermon series was nfbme ommentdrom the eldersvere incorporated
into thedevelopnent of thecurriculum.
The fourth goal was to develop thightlessonGStudy GuideCurriculum on
the Prevailing Plan of G&# that our people could reference, give to others, or use as a

discipleship tool. This curriculum grew out of a refinement of the material covered in the

“See tabled1 andfigure Al in appendix2.
*Seeappendix 4

®See appendix 5.
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sermon series, the elderOs evaluation of the sermon satiise assessment of the pre

and postseries questionnaires. The curriculum was evaluated by our team of elders using
a rubric as the instrument of measurendéftie curriculum evaluation by the elders met

or exceedetheminimum of 90 percent of all theilbric evaluation indicatoyshus

meeing the sufficiency level.

Strengths of the Project

Thestrengths of this project are represented by objective and subjective
observationsObjectively per thet-test resultsthe membersO knowledgeGifdOs
prevailing plan and personal resolve to perseveneasedThe Sermon Series
Evaluatiorf demonstrated that the subject matter was successfully preached and
explained, and the Study Guide Curriculum Evaludtieflected acurriculum that would
be asuccessful tool to utilize into the future.

Subjectively, church members made comments throughout the sermon series
as to how much they were learning and being encourdagpedyroupdiscussion
following Sermon 10, the last sermontheserieswas encaragingand provided
considerations to strengthen the curriculbhany stated how they were impressed with
the greatness and power of God, his plan, his conquests, and his sovereignty. One
gentlemen mentioned that his favorite message was Sermon 7, @SthweR@ce of the
Saints,0O and that his spirit became enthusiastically worshipful upon hearing the
Westminster Confession on Perseverance and the reading of John 6, 10, and 17.
Ultimately, time will tellN the measure of success in this project will be i exposed

to this study will indeed persevere in their faith.

'See appendix 6.
8See appendix 4.

°See appendix 6.
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Weaknesses of the Project

| am realistic enough to recognize weaknessesmiitiis projectAn
evaluation of this project revealed weaknesses in the following #neds:oadness of the
subject matter, other research already done on the subject matter, and the small size of the
control group.

First, the prevailing plan of God is a braadject Due to time constrats and
space limitations, thevealth of this topic cannot be fully minedthis project, if ever in
any projectSpanning the BibleOs history from Genesis to Revelation, | could not comment
on some stories or go into great depth on others. | attempted to choose the accounts most
vital to support my thesi$.have learned a great deal, but would never assume to think |
know every detail about every story in GodOs eternal plan.

Secondthe prevailing plan of Gord not a newsubject Numerous authors who
are much more capattlean Ihave written on the genealogical line, SatanOs enmity,
fulfilled prophecy,and perseverae of the saints long before | hddhis project does not
necessarilypffer anything new to the world of academic theoldgyspite of this
weaknesgsthis study was gabfor mepersonallyand for themembership of our local
church

Third, thecontrolgroup of twenty people was relatively smsle have
approximately fiftyto sixty adultsin regular attendanaan any given Sundaynd forty
one of them took the pigurvey. It would have been a better representation of the

congregation to have a control group of closer to thirty people instead of the twenty.

What | Would Do Differently

While | was satisfied with the project oedlr | would make at least three
changedo the project
| would lengthen the sermon seri@ger a course of fourteen or fifteen weeks. In
preaching this material over ten sermons, | felt rushigghg more of an overview than an
in-depth study of GodOs plan. My congregation, however, is probably grateful that my time
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was limited.Having ten sermons did force me to be more prebigd felt | had to
compromise other passages due to the thistnt.

| would schedule the implementation of the project during a time ofwteam
more people would bia attendance. Preaching from May to July hit the vacation season,
and not as many people wexlgle to hear the whole seriesiigalify to fill outthe post
survey.From the fiftyto sixtyadult members in regular attendance, | would have preferred
acontrolgrouplarger than twenty in order to gebroader scopaf how the project
impacted more of the overall church.

| would have learned how to@iZotero, or a similar program, before the project
began. Once | started the project, | senigid nothave enough time to learn this program.
| did navigate through Zotero a bit, but | could not figure it out right aMagrefore |
typed in all my fotnotes and bibliographyt would be nice to have the database that
Zotero offers for reference.

However, by the response of our people on the survey and in conveiisation
believe the project has educated, informed, and encouraged our congregatidramore t

confused them or raisedore questions.

Theological Reflections

Doctor of Ministry projects are designeddadltivatethe pastorQsiowledge of
Scripture, God, and his church. This projeettainly cultivated and enhanced this
knowledge for meSeveratheologicaltruths stand out to me as | revidws project.

The story ofJoashseems buried within the history of Israekings (2 Kgs 8
12), yet stands as an integral scene in Gad@rall drama. | had read this story before
and was vaguely familiawith it, but its significance had never occurtedne until |
studied it.The promised lineage had been reduced to just one male child, yeeGodd
his plan in the rescue of this little baby. Against the enmity of Satan through Queen

Athaliah, GodQglan prevailedThe story of Joash has become ofithe most
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fascinating stories in all Scripture to me.

| had never seen the significance in Isaiah 11 regarding the Messiah being both
theRoot and Branchf David. If it had not been for my supervisor,. @ren Martin,
dropping the hint that | should study this out, | may have overlooked it agairthiidasl
ties so much of Scripture together (Ps INI@it 22:4145; Mark 12:3537; Luke20:41
44; Rev 22:16. | amblessed to havieeen pushed to studlyis truth.

Perseverance of the saimias a nevstudy for me. | had always known a few
verses on assurance and trusted in the security of the believeoybuhave a broader
Scriptural basis for my belief ithis areal am absolutely confident of the sedyf the
believer in GodOs hand and that he will prevail in spite of all SatanOs attempts to destroy
him.

The studyof martyrsthroughout biblical and church history was humbling. |
had read portions dfoxeOs Book of Martyas an assignment in high scthand was
impressed then. But the edition | had was difficult to yaad | did not pursue it. |
appreciate the updated version | used from Chadwick. | was encouraged how these saints
were faithful unto death. | became emboldened by their understaofdimg value of a
good commendation from Christ, and the glories of heaven that await.

| am amazed dw immenseglorious powerful, and loving God i#\ few years
ago wheri first read that the chief purpo&od does anything is for his glory, | did not
comprehend the full scope of Even though it was explained, it sslbunded too selfish
and egotisticalor the God | thought | knew. But continuing in theological studies, and
more so with this projecthis truth has crystalized into a glorious understanding for me
of Godand the purposes of his glory. AjJ@odOsovereignty in election has become
wonderfulto me The only answer to OWhy did God choose Abram, Jacob, Retah,

Paul,or me?0 im God® sovereign electidwh he wills it to be sdor his glory. And God
is gracious enough to include me in his pRmarthermore|] becameémpressedhatGodOs
planis unstoppableGod is allpowerful andwill accomplish all Is will, andSatan and
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all the fores of hell will not prevail against indeed, God is sovereign, majestic, and

aweinspiring.

Personal Reflections

| amastonishedhat | have arrived at this point in my life and ministry. | never
thought | would ever go back to school once | gradufated college. Butaftertwenty
yearsof maintaining a theological status galedthen assumintheresponsibilitiesf a
senior pastor, lealizedthe absolute necessity for me to receive nhdbpécal training |
began graduate school in 2008 with the radton that | simply want to learn more of the
Bible so that | can be the best pastor | can be. | carried that motivation with me
throudhout every step of mgostgraduateeducation. Along the way | hastudied
enough to earn a Mastef Ministry, andamnow preparing to earn a Doctof Ministry
degreeAs satisfying as they are, $edegrees are only secondary to tiweological
knowledge | have gained. Receiving this degvélenot automaticallynake me a super
pastor, but it has equipped meb® abetterone than | was ten years ago.

With anyaccomplishment arespectability that may come with a degree comes
the greater responsibility to live it out in my personal Rather than feeling liberated,
asl foolishly felt at high school graduatign actually feel the weight aksponsibilityof
this privilege God has afforded m8o it is with a sense of deep appreciation and great
humility that | conclude this project and degree program.

| realize it is my turn to be faithflil even unto deatis the OT saints, NT
saints, and saints throughout church history have been faithful, so it is now my turn in my
generation to hold on to the faith and proclaim the name of Jesus to thelwtatd.on
the shoulders of great mand participate iGodOsternal causdBecause | am chosen in
him before the foundation of the world, purchased by his blood, indwelt by the Holy
Spirit, and supplied with his faith, | will prevail. | do not need to worry about being brave

enough tgprevail | just have to be aalient. | cannot deny him. | will not deny him.
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| am humbled at the grandeur of God and his plan. My life, my salvation, my
calling, normy church is not about m&herefore, | neetb participate in all these areas
with thatperspectivel need to pleasem who has déed me rather than pleasing myself
My life is not about my comfort, but about his sacrificeeed to live my life and
minister to others with the mind of Christheed to shepherd the church accagdm his
instructions and natny own wsdom. | need to minister to people in the fear of God
rather thann the fear of manl. need to stand for truth and not be ashamed of it. | resolve

to live my life in light of GodOs eternal plan.

Conclusion

This project presented a clear purpose and unabke goals, and by those
measurements, it was a succ&sg. more than it being a proje&od has usethe power
of his word in this studyo strengthenmy own personal faithnd confidence in my
amazingly powerful Gad wish | could have done more, but | have done my best within
the guidelines set before mdrust that this project magncourage the members®feat
Lakes Bible Churcland anyone else that may come acrogssits true of everyone in
GodOs will, we werfully know the future impact of our present actidrgo not know
how God may use these pages,ibig my prayetthey will edify and encourage saints to
persevere and prevad the endTherefore, I trust in the power and wisdom of a

prevailing Godo have his way with this project@mise it in his divine economy for his

glory.
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APPENDIX 1
QUESTIONNAIRE REGARDNG PERSEVERANCE

All of the researcill of the research instruments used in this project will be
performed in ompliance with anépproved by Tie Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary Research Ethics Committeea low risk surveyprior to use in the ministry

project.

Agreement to Participate

The research in which you are about to paréite is designed to identify your
current ulerstanding of the doctrine of perseverartes research is being conducted
by Tigg Vanamarior the purpose of collecting data for a ministry project. In this
research, you will answer questions before the pragact you will answer the same
questionsat the conclusion of the project. Any information you provide will be held
strictly confidential, and at no time will your name be reported or identified with your
responses. Participation is strictly voluntary and you are free to withdraw at any time. By
completion of this survey, you are giving informed consent for the use of your responses

in this project.
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Directions:Answer the following multiplechoice questions by placing a check next to
the appropriate answer.

Part 1
1. Do youconsider yourself a Christian?

___A.Yes
___B.No

2. Have you repented of your sin and trusted in Jesus G@lois¢for salvation?

___A.Yes
___B.No

3. Are you married?

___A.Yes
—__B.No

4. Do you have any children age 18 or younigeng in the home?

___A.Yes
—__B.No

5. What is your age in years?

____A. 1518
__B.1924
___C2534
___ D 3544
___EA4554
___ _E5564
____G. 65 oover
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Directions:Give your opinion ging the following scalgCircle your answer.)
SD = stronglydisagree D = disagree DS = disagree somewhat
AS = agree somewhat A = agree SA = strongly agree

(PERSEVERANGE to endure or prevaih a course of action in spité difficulty or
with little signof success.

6. | understand whgperseverancioks likein the coursef my life.

SD D DS AS A SA

7. Whendifficulties arise | donotblame God.
SD D DS AS A SA

8. Whendifficulties arise | do notask God why.
SD D DS AS A SA

9. Whendifficulties arise | trustGodrather than work it out on my own
SD D DS AS A SA

10. When difficulties arise, | am discouraged and want to quit.
SD D DS AS A SA

11. I donotstruggle to understand why God allows pain and suffering.
SD D DS AS A SA

12. | donotdwell on things | donOt understand.
SD D DS AS A SA

13. While being intimidated for holding to biblical truth, | would still hold to it.
SD D DS AS A SA

14. If threatened with violence for admitting | was a Gtian, | wouldadmit it.
SD D DS AS A SA

15. | amoptimistic about myurposen this world.
SD D DS AS A SA

16. | encourage others when they are having difficulty.
SD D DS AS A SA

17.1 am willing to overcome setbacks to achievagher goal.
SD D DS AS A SA

18. I understand what the Bible teaches alpmrsonaperseverance.
SD D DS AS A SA
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19. | understandhat GodOs eternal plan prevails.

SD D DS AS A SA

20. | understand many details lsdw GodOs eternalgl prevails.
SD D DS AS A SA

21. 1 understand how the story of Genesis 3:15 fits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

22. 1 understand how the story of Abraham fits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

23. | understand he the story of Judah fits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

24. | understand how the story of Ruth fits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

25. | understand how the story of David fits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

26. | understand how the story of Jodih into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

27. | understand how the story of Job fits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

28. | understand how the story of the disciples insits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

29. | understand how the story of Revelation fits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA

30. | understand that my story somehow fits into GodOs prevailing plan.
SD D DS AS A SA
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APPENDIX 2

KNOWLEDGE ASSESSMENTAND T-TEST RESULTS

Table Al.t-Test: Paired two sample foraans

Parameters Pre-Course PostCourse
Mean 125.65 135.5
Variance 155.0815789 78.57894737
Observations 20 20
Pearson Correlation 0.692515231

Hypothesized Mean Difference 0

df 19

t Stat -4.901595934

P(T<=t) onetalil

0.00004953¢

t Critical onetail

1.729132817

P(T<=t) twotalil

0.00009907¢

t Critical two-tall

2.093024054

Figure Al Total esponses of all questions

350
300
250
200
150
100

50

Totaled Scores

SD
B Pre-survey 12
Post-survey 9

Total Responses

D DS AS A
15 22 61 179
10 11 32 108

# of Responses by Category
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SA
211
330



Table A2 Results for question 13: OWhile being intimidated for holding to
biblical truth, 1 would still hold to it.O

Score SD D DS AS A SA
Presurvey 0 0 0 1 8 11
Postsurvey 0 0 0 2 6 12

Figure A2.Results for question 13: OWhile beingimidated for holding to
biblical truth, | would still hold to it.O

Q13: "While being intimidated for holding to biblical
truth, 1 would still hold to it."

@ 14
= 12
o 10
"’ 8
2 ;
- 2
e 0 -
SD D DS AS A SA
B Pre-survey 0 0 0 1 8 11
Post-survey 0 0 0 2 6 12

# of responses by category
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Table A3 Results for question 14: OIf threatened with violence for admit
| was a Christian, | would admit it.O

Score D DS AS A SA
Presurvey 0 1 1 1 8 9
Postsurvey 0 0 1 3 5 11

Figure A3. Results for question 14: OIf threatened with violence for admitting
| was a Christian, | would admit it.O

Q14: If threatened with violence for admitting
| was a Christian, | would admit it.

@ 12
5 10
@ 8
3 6
[ 4
= 2
0 [ | [ | [ |
SD D DS AS A SA

B Pre-survey O 1 1 1 8 9
Post-survey 0 0 1 3 5 11
# of responses by category
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Table A4 Results for question 2@ understand many details of how
God's eternal plan prevails.

Score SD D DS AS A
Presurvey 0 0 0 2 8
Postsurvey 0 0 0 0 5

Figure A4 Results for question 2@ understand many details of how
God's eternal plan prevais.

Q20: I understand many details of how
God's eternal plan prevails.

8
6
4
2
0 |
DS AS A SA

SD D
B Pre-survey 0 0 0 2 8 10

Post-survey 0 0 0 0 5 15
"IHBI%& (#) &' 1*+, - &/H Yo+

Totaled scores
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10
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Table A5 Results for question 3@ understand that my story fits into
God's prevailing pla@

Score SD D DS AS A
Presurvey 0 0 1 2 6
Postsurvey 0 0 0 0 4

Figure A5 Results for question 3@ understand that my story fits into
God's prevailing pla@

Q30: | understand that my story fits into God's
prevailing plan.

B 20

s s

B 10

I
0 SD D DS AS A SA

B Pre-survey 0 0 1 2 6 11

Post-survey 0 0 0 0 4 16

# of responses by category
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Figure A6 Mean responses fquestions 13, 14, 20, and!B0

Questions 13, 14, 20 and 30 Mean Pre and Post

6.00
" 5.80
o
S 5.60
(%))
B 5.40
g
IS 5.20
5.00 I
4.80
#13 #14 #20 #30
B Pre-survey 5.50 5.15 5.40 5.35
Post-survey  5.50 5.30 5.75 5.80

Mean of all responses by question
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APPENDIX 3

SATANOS ENMITY AGAINST GODOS
PROMISED OFFSPRING

Genesis 3:15 prophesieswall put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your eddyou shall bruise
his heel.O This is a geneiiat bf how the offspring of Satan exercised enmity against
GodOs promised offspring. However, GodOs plan has prevailed against all SatanOs efforts
to destroy it.

Offspring of Promise Offspring of Satan
1. Abel (Gen 4; Heb 11:4) 1. Cain (Gen 4; 1 John:32)
2. Descendants of Seth (Gen 5) 2. Descendants of Cain (Gen 4)
3. Noah (Gen 6:8; Heb 11:7; 2 Pet 2:5) | 3. Wicked generation (Gen 671, 11-13)
4. Noah (Gen 9:121) 4. Ham, father of Canaan (Gen 9:22)
5. Descendants of Shem (Gen 1631) 5. Descendants of Ham/Canaan
(Gen 10:620; 12:6; 24:14)
6. Abram (Gen 12:B) 6. Pharaoh (Gen 12:12D)
7. Abram (Gen 15:1) 7. Eliezer (Gen 15:B)
8. Isaac (Gen 17) 8. Ishmael (Gen 16; 17:1541; 21:114;
Gal 4:2829)
9. Jmob (Gen 287) 9. Esau (Gen 237)
10. Descendants of Jacob/Israel 10. Descendants of Esé@en 15:1820;
(throughout the remainder of the OT) 24:34.35; 27:46; 36:443; Exod 23:22
23; 34:1116)
11. Judah (Gen 38; 4910) 11. Physical difficulty and sin producing
offspring from Judah (Gen 38)
12. Boaz (Ruth) 12. Famine, death, childlessness (Ruth)
13. David (1 Sam 16) 13. Saul (1 Sam 181)
Bathsheba (2 Sam 1112)
Son dies (2 Sam 12)

104



14. David

14. AmnonOs incest & murder (2 Sam 1%
AbsalomOs revolt (2 Sam-18)
AdonijahOs revolt (1 Kgs2)

15. Solomon (1 Kgs 10)

15. Idolatry (1 Kgs 11)

16. Rehoboam (1 Kgs 12)

16. Foolishness, rebelligmdolatry
(1 Kgs 12 14:2124)

17. Ten Northern Tribes / Israel (1 Kgs 17

17. Apostasy & Assyria (1 Kgs 12;
2 Kgs 15:28)

18. Joash (2 Kgs 11)

18. Queen Athaliah (2 Kgs-81)

19. IsaiahOs ministry (Isa)

19. Apostasy (Isaiah)

20. Jesus

20. HerodOs attempt at murder (Matt 2)
SatanOs temptations (Matt 4; Luke 4)
Demons
Pharisees plots, hostile crowds, Juda

betrayal (Luke 226, 47-53)
Agony in Gethsemane (Matt 26:3®)
Crucifixion (John 19)
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APPENDIX 4

SERMON SERIEEVALUATION RUBRIC ON:

OTHE PREVAILING PLANOF GODO

D.Ed.Min Project Evaluation Tool

Sermon Series Evaluation

1=insufficient 2=requires attention 3=sufficient 4=exemplary

Criteria

1 2 3 4

Comments

Does the title clearly and
conciselydescribe the
doctrine of perseverance?

Was the purpose statemen
clearly and succinctly
stated?

Was it clear how the series
supported the thesis
statement?

Did the preacher addresse
the most pertinent issues(s
texts?

Has thepreacher relied upo
the strongest biblical and
theological writers for the
topic?

Was the sequence of
sermons intuitive?

- was the flow logical and
appropriate to the topic?

Overall, was there a clear
progression and flow of
thoughtthroughout the
sermon series?

Was the material preached
clearly and easy to
understand?

Was the material broad

enough to appeal to many?
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Was the material specific
enough to challenge
individuals to persevere?

Was the materiadpecific
enough to encourage
individuals to persevere?

Did the material prompt
intellectual growth on the
subject of perseverance?

Did the material prompt
spiritual growth on the
subject of perseverance?

Did the preacher move in &
definitive way to a climax o
the discussion?

107




APPENDIX 5

A STUDY GUIDE CURRICULUM ON
THE PREVAILING PLAN OF GOD

This study will walk you through the OBig PictureO of the Bibleesmih how
GodOs plan for creation has prevailed against all of SatanOs attempts tit.destroy
Sometimes, gu will read glected Scripturportions ancdanswerstudy qiestiongrom
that pasage At other times questions comfrem a singulatext of Scripture and can be
answered by reading the passage which appears in parenthesis after the gl@sgon.
the way, ommentarywill be provided to help ydiiil in the gaps andbeter understand
GodOs prevailinggn.

Lesson 1: A Biblical Theology oRewelation 5

One definitionstates iblical theology is principally concerned with the overall
theological message of the whole Bible. It seeks to understaparisan relation to the
whole. . . maintaining sight of the BibleOs overarching narrative and Christocentric
focusd Biblical theology can also be similar to askji@What does this scene mean in
the overall storyline of the play?0

In Rewelation4 and 5, God takes John to heaven and gives him a vision of future
events. To make sense of this vision, John uses biblical th&blogydoes this scene in
heaven fit into the big picture G&odOs story.

1A: Read Re'elation 4 and 5 and answer the followng questions.

*God is holding a scroll in his hand which contains the fudgmentsof God upon
the eartRev 51).

1. At first, who was founavorthy to open the scroll ofiggments? (Rev 5:3)

2. What is JohnOs reaction to this? (Rev 5:4)

3. What threeword command does the elder tell John? (Rev 5:5a)

Brian S. Rosnemew Dictionary of Biblical Theologgd. T. D.Alexander and Brian S.
Rosner (Leicester, England: IrHearsity Press, 2000), 3, 10.
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4. What titles does the elder give the person whom he is introducing? (Rev 5:5)

6. To what do you think these titles could possibly refer?

5. Whathasthis individualdone that makes hiableto open the scrollfRev 5:5)

It is significant that the elder introduces Jesus by the names Othe Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of DavidO when he could have used any othbfetitiah,
the Alpha and Omega, the Good Bherd, Judge of the living and the dead, or Son
of God. The elder in ReVation5:5 uses theoyal titles, Othe Lion of thgbe of
Judah, the Root of DawjO to connect Jesus Christraspromised offspringf
Geresis3:15.

Back to the beginning of caon: God makesll thingsby his own will and
for his glory (Gen 12; bhn 1:14; 1 Cor 8:6; Col 1:18.7; Rev 49-11). Man is
made in GodOs own image and is thus the pinnacle of GodOs (Beatih6-27).

God commands man to Obe fruitful and multijy@der to reproduce GodOs image
and fill the whole eah with GodOs glory (Gen 1:Z3nto this drama step8odOs
enemy, Satan, in the fornfia serpent (Gen 3). SatanOs desierisb God of his

glory and possess all giofor himself (Matt 4:111; 2 Thess 2:4; Rev 12). To
accomplish this, Sataattemps to steal from aation the precise image of GodOs
gloryN man. Satan seducAslam and Eve to disobey God afiatlow him. ManOs

sin introduceshe curse of deh upon creation and interruptsanOperfect

fellowship with the eternal, holy Godh Geresis3:15, God declares one will

descend from mankind who will conquer Satan and sin and eventually reconcile all
things to God.

1B: ReadGenesis3:1-19 and answer the following questions.

7.1n Geresis3:14-15,whois speaking? *This is the OO

8. To whomis he speaking? *This is the @ouO

9. What did God say he would put between Satan and the woman?

GenmityO- strife, conflict, hated

’Andreas J. K3stenberger and Peter T. OOB3@&mation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical
Theology of Missiored. D.A. Carson (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001)2@552.
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10. What will the offspring of Satadp to the offspring of the woman?
(Gen 3:15 Oyou shall . .)O

11. What will the offspring of the woman do to the offspring of Satan?
(Gen 3:15 Ohe shall . .)O

Conclusion:

The battle ensues &atanOs OenmityO against God and his plan to bring this
conquering and saving offspring into the world through the offspring of the woman.
Thus,GodOs promised offspring will come from human lineage. Since God promised this
offspring will crush Satan, Satavill wage war (OenmityO) to prevent this offspring from
being bornThis cosmic conflict betweethe two offsprings is traceable throughout the
BibleOs story

Even afteman sinned, God graciously postpottes punishment adeathuntil man
can produe offspring, which will lad to the fulfillment of Gessis3:15.0nce this
promised dispring comes and conquers #r@mity against him,énis prepared to restore
GodOsreation, redeem all who follow God, and judge all who oppose Jehandtihis
is exadly what John sees in Ralation 5N the culmination ofttis drama which began in
Geresis3. GodOs plan to produtéstpromisedffspring (Christ) hagprevailed against
all SatanOs enmity against it.

Genesis 3:15 lays the foundationredemptive historyand Reelation5 announces
its soon culminationHowever, several scenaseinserted imo this drama between
Genesis and Revelation. Frequently the actors find themselves, like John, weeping and
wondering if God ad his plan will ever succeed,tin eat instnce God prevails

When GodOs children comprehend GodOs eternal prevailing plan, they are
encouraged to prevail through GodOs plan for their own lives. Though beset by temporal
battles and afflictions, Christians can rejoice knowing their weepithpavturned to joy
and their death to victory (Ps 30:5; Rom 8:18; 1 Cor 15&12 Cor 4:718; 1 Pet 1.3®;

5:10; Rev 20:10 21:8).

12. Have there been times or events in your life where you thought all was lost and
there was no more hope? Do ywwish to write about them and how this
study so far can give you hopethose difficult time8

God is completely holy; therefore, edil not originate with God (Gen 1:31; Lev 19:2; Isa
6:3; Hab 1:13; 1 Pet 1:16). God did allow for created beings to have a free will and chmmwbgﬂod
and evil (Gen 2:147). Therefore, evil, pain, suffering, and death are the resfuatanOs and man's
rebellion against Goflsen 3; Jas 1: 138) Ultimately, the question of OWhy did God allow evil?0 remains
a mystery. Scripture does teachv\Awer that God will glorify himself by defeating evil and providing
victorious salvation to mankind. Even though evil exists, God does offer himself as the sacrifice to conquer
evil, and God remains a sovereign, loving, saving, and good God (John 328%309Phil 2:511; 2 Cor
5:21; Titus 1:13; Heb 2:1415; Rev 20:1615; 21:17).
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Lesson 2:The Offspring to be the OLion of JudahO
In Rewelation5:5, the elder introduces Othe Lion of the tribduodah.O Biblical
theology informaus hat this individual ishte promised offspring of Gesis3:15
As the storyline of GodOs coming offspring develops through Genesis, the roots of
this family tree become discernable. Timgagebegins withthebroad scope of
humanity, narrows to one spkc nation, and to one tribe within that nation
2A: Read Geresis4:1-8 and 6:5-8 and answer the following questions.
1. What do you think Eve may have in mind when shgs Ol have gotten a man
with the help of the LORDO? (Gen 4:1).
2. FirstJohn 3:12 shows that Cain prowese which: theffspring of promise, or
the offspring of the srpent?

3. How is the enmity between theo lines of offspring seen here in Gsis4?

4. Through whom does GodOs plan prévaileresis4? (Gen £25-26)

5. In Geresis6:5-8, how does the enmity show itself

6. What does God pronounce upon manki(@én 6:7)

7. Throughwhom does GodOs plan prevail? (Gen 6:8)

2B: NoahOs descendants fail to replenish the earth witb<Ggidry (Gen 9:1, @nd
insteadunify to develop the rebellious, maentered societgnown as Babel (Gen 11).
God brings another judgment on man by confukisganguage and the differemtions
of the world are bar. From the different nations resulting from Bal&bd clooses one
manto begin GodOs chosen nation (Gen-32:1

8. Whom does God choose to begin a nation of GodOs people? (Gen 121

9. What is the kepromise God gives him in Gesis12:3c?

10. How do you thinlthis promise relatto GodOs overall plam creation?
(See second paragraph of temmentary in Lesson 1A
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2C. Abram, later calledbraham gives birth to Isaac (Gen 21), Isaac gives birth to
Jacob (Gen 25), and Jacob has twelve sons. Of the twelve, the blesslagtomres
down to one son.

11. In Gemrsis49:8-10, which son receives the blessofdeadershif
12. To what animal is Judah comparé@en 49:9)

13. What will not depart from Judah? (Gen 49:10)

Conclusion:

The lineage oftte promiseaffspring in Geesis3:15 has narrowed from mankind
in geneal (Ooffspring of the womaB@en 3:15) to one specific nation among mankind
(the nation to come from Abradd®en12:1-3), and down to one tribe within that nation
(JudalpGen 49:810).

Genealogtal Line of the Promised Offspring of Gesis3:15
I Mankind in General (Gen 3:15)

I Nation of Israe(Gen 12)
! Tribe of Judah(Gen 49)

Next we wll see the lineage continue to narrow from one tribe dimrone specific
family, the family ofDavid.
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Lesson3: The Offspring to be theORoot of DavidO
The book of Ruth is a fascinating story of GodOs providential care to preserve the
promisedoffspring of Geesis3:15. Thisbookis worthy ofan entire study in itself, but
we will only overview it here.

You do not have to read the whole book of Ruth, but simply refer to the references
in Ruth at the end of each question.

3A: Various study questionsfrom Ruth:

1. Inwhat era of IsraelOs tuigy does the story of Ruthccur?(Ruth 1:1)

2. In what city does the story of Rubkecur? (Ruth 1:12, 19, 22; 4:11)

3. Which tribe possessed this &tfRuth 1:12)

4. Therefore, this whole family was of the tribe of (Ruth:2); 3

The elders of Bethlehedudah affirm the marriage of Boaz and Ruth by
pronouncing the fruitful blessing of the house of Jacob/Israel and of Judah
(Ruth 4:1112. SedGeresis29-30; 35:1618; 38:29).

5. Boaz and Ruth become ancestors of the d¢aad
(Ruth 4:1820)

*Through famine, death, barrennessyi&erness in the story of Ruth, GodOs plan
for his offspring to come through the tribe of Judahtinues to prevail.

3B: Israel movedrom the era of judgesito its era of human kingshipJpon the

shameful reign of Kingaul(1 Sam 815), God&ought a man after his own heéart

(1 Sam 13:14). David, from the prescribed tribe of Judah (1 Sam 16:1; Ruth4.Gen
38:2430), beomesking of the Jewsin another display of GodOs sovereign intervention,
David ascendthe throne out ofelative obscurityDavid is the youngest of JesseOs eight
sons, andrirrelevantshepherdl Sam 16). With GodOs blessing, Déddomes king
andleads the kingdom of Isrbt® its largest extent to date (2 Sam)5 Then God
establishes his covenant with DayglSam?).
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6. Fill in the blanksfrom 2 Samuel of GodOs covenantBavid.
2 Sam 7:" When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, |

will raise up your after you, who shall come from your

body, and | will establish his . * He shall build a house

for my name, and | will establish tiierone of his kingdom

%% will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits
iniquity, | will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons

of men,'*ut my steadfast love will not from him, as |

took it from Saul, whom | put away from before ybu#And your house and

your kingdom shall be made sure before me. Your

~ 7

shall be established .0

GodOsovenanwith Davidtranscends DavidOs life span and promises that one
will not fail to sit on DavidOs throrend his kingdonwill be established forever.
The Davidic Covenardirectly incorporates the messianic offsprofgseresis3:15
into DavidOs posterfiythe only onevorthy to rule and reign forever from the tribe
of Judah is the Messiah. This directly relates to IsraelOs promise tinJGesbsis
49:10.In hispsalms angbrayes of gratitude, David recognizes God has graciously
included him inthe overarching plafor GodOs name te magnified forever (2
Sam 7:2629; Pss 267;89; 110; 132) GodOs promised offspring will come through
David, who is linked with Judah, Judah to Abraham, Abraham to Nazdh) i
Adam, and Adam to Gesis3:15.

3C: Read 1 Kings 1112 and answer the following questions.

7. Which son of Davidvas the rightful heir to théarone?1 Kgs 1:2830)

8. Solomon ruled well (1 Kgs 10:23), but what problem did he have in his old age?
(1 Kgs 11:14)
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9. God decreeto take the kingdorof Israelaway from Solomon, yet leaves him
how manytribes? and for wh®s sake (gs11:11:13)*

10. WhenSolomonQs son, Rehoboam, rules foolishlydaes not listen to the
people, what do the people of Isrdelagainst the Davidic dynaSty

(1 Kgs 1216)

11. Ten of the twelve tribesebel against the Davidic kingship aestablish their
own kingdom in northern Israeblled Samarialeroboam becomes king of the

ten tribes and institutesssystem of from which
northern IsraéSamarianever recovers (Kgs 12:2533).

- Because of their sjrGodeventuallysends theking of
to deport the ten northern tribasd they willnever agin bea
recognizable entity (2 Kgk7:6-7).

12. Nonetheless, whictribes remainsfaithful to the house of David?
(1 Kgs 11:3436;12:2021; 2 Kgs 1822).

Conclusion: . ) N
The Southern Kingdom of Israel becomes known as OJudahO since Judah is DavidOs

own tribe and they remain loyal to the Davidic kingistoughSatanOs enmity of chaos,
civil war, andapostasy, GodOs promised lineage through the Davidic line is still alive an
GodOs plaprevails

Genealogical Line of the Promised Offspring of €sr3:15
I Mankind in General (Gen 3:15)

I Nation of Israe(Gen 12)
I Tribe of Judah(Gen 49)
! Family of David (2 Sam 7)

“The tribe of Benjamin was nearly extinguished towards the end of the judges (32l 20
Their tribal territory overlapped what became the dividing line between the noghdrsouthern
kingdoms in Israel. The city of Bethel, where Jeroboam set up one of his golden calves, belonged to
Benjamin (Josh 18:114; 1 Kgs 12:289). Yet, Rehoboam gathered some Benjamites to fight with him
against Jeroboam (1 Kgs 12:24). Thus, lhe tribe of Benjamin was split between north and south. The
Levites originally were spread throughout all the tribes of Israel but returned to the kingdom of Judah once
Jeroboam in the north had cast them out and appointed his own priests (2 CHr6)ITh& grouping of
these three tribes as part of Judah is also seen in their return from Babylonian captivity (Ezra 1:5).
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Lesson 4: GodOs Plan Prevails through tievided
Kingdom of Israel and the Prophets

Anotherdark chapter ithe kingdom ofludah during the Divided Kingdois the
near extinction of the kingly line under Queen Atalalapproximately 1@years into the
divided kingdom.
4A: Read 2 Kings 811 ard answer the following questions.

1. With the deaths of both her husband and her son as the rightful kings of

Judahhow doeQueen Athaliatattemptto secure hecrown? (2 Kgs11:1)

2. How does God intervenria the midst of the carnagé (2 Kgs 11:2-3)

3. What was the name of the baby who was spared? (2 Kgs 11:2)

4. Where was this boy hidden, and for how long? (2 Kgs-4).:3

5. What did Jehoiada, the priedb with Joash?2 Kgs11:4-21).

6. What do you thik is the significance of this story in light of GodOs promise to
David that a son would not fail to sit on his throne forever?

SatanGsffspringhad reduced the messianic line to just ovage child but
GodDgplan and covenant with David prevalisemamotes By such a narrow
marginthe lamp of David (seg Ki. 11:36; Ps. 132:17) was almost extinguished.
But GO(%I had promised that he would never fail to provide an heir to David (Ps.
89:36)

*Donald J. Wisemari,, 2 Kings Tyndale Old Testament Commentariesl. 9 (Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 231.
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4B: GodOs plan continues to prevailidg the time of the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah
prophesies 200 years into the divided kingdbi®.uses the Oroot of DavidO terminology
to prophsy GodOs dealings with the lisfeDavid at this stage. Although Judah
experiences material prosperity, she ifumher decline spiritually (Isa-%).

Read Isaah 6:1-13; 11:1-10 and answer the following questions.

1. Since Judah will not listen to IsaiahOs preaching, what does God say he will do
with them? (Isa 6:8.3)

2. God will Ocut offO Judah, butavhemains? (Isa 6:13)

3. Who is the stump? (Isa 6:13)

In these dark days God gives the sign of Immanuel (Isal7Zl@nd reiterates
the promise of a divine child to be born who will give light, defeat enemies, and sit
on DavidOs throne forever (Ba-7).

But before these promises of Messiah are realized, Judah will indeed bear
judgment for her sins. Judah will be Ocut offO from the head (leaders) to the tail (the
lowly) fulfilling GodOswarning to Israel in Deatonomy28:44 (Isa 9:13.7; 19:15).

From the human perspective, this being cut off must look like the end. Man is too
sinful and is a lost cause. Surely, Satan must win. But the story is not over

4. Fill in the blanks of what God declares inid$all:

! There shall come forth a from the stump of Jesse,

and a from his roots shall bear frut And the Spirit

of the LORD shall rest upon him, .° They shall not hurt or destroy in all my

holy mountain; for the earth shall be of the knowledge of the

LORD as the waters cover the s¥dn that day the of

Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the pdeémehim shall the nations
inquire, and his resting place shiadl glorious.

5. Not only is there a root of Jeg§&the holy seedO), but there is also what?
(Isa 11:1)
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6. What do you think a root and a stem existing togethinis stump of Jessmuld
imply?

Conclusion:

New life will issue from this apparently dead stump of David. Consistehthist
promise in Is@h 6:13, the holy seed will sprout from this stump of Jesse to be the
ultimate king who leads his people into GodOs righteousness. This holy seed will not only
be adescendentf David, but Is&ah 11:10 states it is also his Oroot,@nmesor. This
passage demonstrates MessiahOs humanity as a human descendant of David, but also his
divinity as being prexistent to David.

Furthermore, Isaiah reiterates GodOs purpose in creation that all nations of the earth
will be filled with the knowlelge of the Lord. This purpose was declared to Adam (Gen
1:28), Noah (Gen 9:7), Abraham (Gen 12:3), and Judah (Gen 49:10). GodOs purposes may
be threatened, but still survive through the Davidic line.

In Geresis3:15, Godpromised an offspring that wouttbme to crush the head of
SatanThe lineage of the offspring would narrow dowrotigh humanity, Israel, Judah,
and DavidIn the prophesies of Isaialve learn that this offspringould be both human
and divine:0Olmmanueffod with us (sa7:14),00f higyovernment there will be no
endOl6a9:7),He will be both branch and root of David411:1, 10) The ®rpent has
reared s head in enmity against tho&spring, but GodOs plan has prevailed in every
case.

The OT will soon go sént, only to reawadn with the birth of the promised
offspring: @ut when the fulless of time had come, God séath his Son, bornfo
woman, born under the latg redeem tbse who were under the law, that we mght
receive adoption as sdd&Gal 44-5).

6Easleycomments 1 Isaiah 11:10, the coming Messiah is calledaheestoror Oroot of
Jesse,® who was King DavidOs fatheth& day the Root of Jesse willsthas a banner for the peoples.O
(In Isaiah 11: 1, the same Messiah is calledBrench or desceatantof Jesse. How the Messiah could be
bothRootand Brancth Jesse was a mystery until it was fulfilled in Jesus.) On the basis df Ish0 we
understand that the ORoot [ancestor] of Jesat0 the Root [ancestor] of David. The two titles ofides
then, point in the direction of both his deity (as the ultimate divine source of David) and his humanity (as
the royal lion from JudalPKendell H. EasleyRevelationHolman New Testament Commentavpl. 12
(Nashville Broadman & Holman Publishers998), 92In Revelation 22:16, Jesus directly declares, Ol am
the root and the descendant of David,O which fulfills IsaiahOs prophecy
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Lesson5: The Offspring Identified as Jesus in the NT

Overvieving redemptive historyGodOs plan iBenesi:15 has progressed from
mankind in general, to a specific nation, to a specific tribe, aadpecific family.
Now moving into the first centurgzodOgromised offspringomesas one individualthe
person of JesuShrist.

Genealogical Line of the Promised Offspring of €&r3:15
I Mankind in General (Gen 3:15)
I Nation of Israe(Gen 12)
I Tribe of Judah(Gen 49)
! Family of David (2 Sam 7)
I Messiah Jesus Christs born (Matt 1)

The writers of the NT specifically identify JesefsNazareth as the Christ, or Messiath,
orderto prove he is the promised offspring God promised to send. The following
passges emphasize how Jesus isgih@miseddescendnt of this genealogical line

5A: Various study questionsfrom the NT:
1. To which keypeopledoes Matthew link the genealogy of Jesus in the opening
verse of his gospel? (Matt 1:1)

2. Jesus is bormo JosephHow is JosepHinked to this lineage (Matt 120)

3. What prophecy afut MessiahOs birth does Mati1:22-23 fulfill? (See
commentary in LessorBj)

Additionally, at JesusO baptism Gloe Father announces Jesus with the term,
Qny beloved So® (Matt 3:16.7). This affirmation linkslesus to Godalling Israel
his son (Exod 4:224os 11:1)GodOs ference to David as his son (§%2629),
and the Messianic propheciesGodOs Son Psalm 2.

4. The numerous people Jesus healedtified Jesus as the son of

(Matt 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30)

5. Luke 1:2633- the angel Gabriel announcéssusO birtNerse 32eclares that
Jesuss sent to fulfillwhat promise?
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6. Luke 2:17 - which town did Mary and Joskmo to in order to be registered, and
why this town?

7. Fill in the blanks from PeterOs first sermon recorded in Acts35:29

Acts 2:290Brothers, | may say to you with cdehce about the patriarch

that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us
to this day*(Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with
an oath to him that he would set one of his on his

throne,” he foresaw and spoke alidbe resrrection of the

that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corrtigibis.

God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses’ L et

all the house of Israel therefokaow for thatGod has

made him both Lord and , this whom

you crucified.O

8. Fill in the blanks fronPaul®s sermon at Antioch of Pisidia in Acts 1222

Acts 13:22And when he had removed hi®aul as king] he raised up David
to betheir king, of whom he testified and said, Ol have found in David the son
of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my wHEOX this manOs

God has brought to Israel a Savior,

as he

9. Fill in the blanks from PaulOs introduction to Romidngice that Paul identifies
Jesusas both God and man.
Rom 1:1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for
the gospel of Godwvhich he beforehand through his
prophets in the holy Scriptureé&oncerning his , who was

descended from according to the flestfand was declared

to be the Son of in power according to the Spirit of
holiness by his resurrection frometdead, Christ our

Lord, &hrough whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about
the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,
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10.Fill in the blanks from Gaitians3:16 where Paul emphasizes thagsilar
offspring to come from Abraham.

Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say,

OAnNd to offsprings,O refewito many, but referring to , OAnd

to your offspring,O who is

11. At theclose of inspired Scriptuyen Rewelation22:16,Jesus identifies himself
as the fulfillment of both Isaiah 11:1 and 11:48ying,Ol, Jesus, . . . | am the

and the of David, the bright morning

starO (Rev 22:16).

Conclusion:

With all the inspiredvritings as biblical proof, th®Lion of Judah, and Root of
DavidOn Rewlation5:5is none other thadesusof Nazareth, the promised offspring of
Geresis3:15. JesugheChrist is the only one eligible to sit updhe eternal throne.

Jesus is the onlgne OworthyE to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and
honor and glory and blessing!O (Rev 5:12).
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Lesson 6:The Prevailing Plan of God in
the Ministry of Jesus Christ

It is inherent that tprevail, there must be something or someone over which to
prevail; b have a conquerathere must be the conquerenlhiave salvatiorthere must
be a pdgment from which to be savdd.order for God to be glorified in salvatidme
has to punish evil and those who commit hieTorightness of GodOs glansalvationis
magnified against the dabdackdrop ohis judgment orsin.

GodOs eternal purpose in creation is to glorify himself in the salvatiepesitant
men and the gment of the wickedShould anyone question GodOs character in this, his
defense comes when GodOs own Son became sin and tasted death for evieng fman; t
is acquainted with our sorrowksé 53; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 210). This story has developed
througlout redemptive history and reaches a fulfillment in J&usst and his earthly
ministryN namely, his life, his death, and his resurrect@inist becamea man to live
the perfect life and satisfy the demands of GodOgRam 5:1821; Phil 2:511; Heb
4:14-16). Then he becangubject to dath in order to pay the penalty of manO¢Ram
5:1-11; 6:23; 2 Cor 514-21; Heb 10:414). Then he defeated dedi resurrecting to life
again, proving that death has no power over him (John 4i@;&cts 2:2324; Rom 6:9).

6A: List the person(s)from whom Jesus facegnmity during his life:

1. Matt 27-8, 13, 16-18

2.Matt 4:1-11

3. Matt8:28-29

4. Mark2:23N 3:2

5. Luke 2019-20

6. John7:1 =

7. John7:2-5 =

8. Matt26:1416, 47-50

(o]

. Matt 27:2026

10. Matt 27:2731
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6B: ChristOgleathis not a defeat, but a victory!

Satan finally maneuvers mertarthe betrayal, arrest, trial, false accusations,
and crucifixion of Jesus (Matt 2&7; John 13:2). Jesusfy from the cross, OMy
God, My God, why havgou forsaken me?0 (Matt 27:4@ky have given the
serpent subtle hope. Then Jesus prowaiOlt is finishedQohn 19:30), which,
rather than a death cry in deféstactually a shout of victory. GodOs judgment
against sin is paid in full an@odOs wrathas been forever satisfied by the
substitutionary death of Chrids@ 53:1011; Col 2:1415;Heb 10:118).Jesughen
bows his head arglrrenders his lif€John 19:3D

11.Fill in the blanks from Hetews2:14-16:
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise
partook of the same things, that through he might

the one who has the power of death, that is, the  and

deliver all those who through feaf death were subject to lifelong slavery.

®For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the

of Abraham.
12. Fill inthe blanks from Colossians 2:15:
13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your

flesh, God made together with him, having forgiven us

our trespasse$’by the record of debt that stood against us

with its legal demands. This Iset aside, nailing it to the

>He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by

over them in him.

JesusO death paid the full price of death for manQOs sin, asalvation is
available taall who respond to GodOs calling and put their faith in Chigshilton
says, Qalvation for all believers of all ages is made possible by the judgment that
falls on Jesus at the cross. The cross allows God to be just and the justifier of the
one who has faitin Jesus (Rom. 3:236). The cross of Christ, the climactic
expression of the glory of God in salvation through judgment, is the turning point of
the agesJ Those whdelieve and receive ChristOs death as payment of their own
sinare reconciled to God and become sons of God (John 1:12; Gal 3:26; 1 John 3:1
2). From this one offspring, Christ, multitudes of men become GodOs offspring
spiritual offspring (Rom 8:44; Eph 2:1122; Rev5:9-10). Romans 4 and Galans

"James M. Hamilton, JiGodOs Glory in Salvation through JudgmarBiblical Theology
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 20L®%7.
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3:6-9 point out hat becoming a child of God through faith connects the beltever
Abraham and fulfills Gessis12:3. The death of Christ has not terminated GodOs
lineage, but rathenultiplied it.

6C: Christ, the offspring of Genesis3:15, defeatsSatan through hisresurrection.
13. Fill in blanks from 1 Canthians15:3-8 that tell thefact of ChristOsesurrection:

3For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ

for our sins in accordance with the ,

*that he was , that he was on the third
day in accordance with the ,>and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the . ®Then he appeared to more than

brothers at pe time, most of whom are still alive, though

some have fallen aslee€fThen he appeared to James, then to all the

.8Last of all, as to one untialy born, he appeared also

to

14. What does Acts 2:24 have to say about €hying and resurrecting?

15. According to Romans1:3-4, what title can Christ claim since rese from the
dead?

16. First Petefl:3-5 teaches us that through ChristOs resurrection, he has caused us

to be , and to have an

17. What significanceloes Chris&yesurrection have for every believer
(1 Cor 15:2223;Rom 8:911; 2 Cor 4:14).

18. How do 1 Cotinthians15:2426 and Reelation21:4fulfill Geresis49:8
regardingJesustheLion of Judal?
Conclusion:
GodOs plabegins to culminate iRewelation5:5. Becaus¢éhe promised offspring
has come to fulfill GodOs plan @rabconquered death and Sat@ol 2:1415;Heb
2:14-16; 1 John 3:8)}he elderencouragedohn, OWeepo more.dn our struggle against

the enemy, we who are in Christ are promised victory, resurrection, and everlasting life.
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Lesson 7:GodOs Prevailing Plan Signifies Victory
for the Believer

It is significant in Rvelation5:5 thatthe elder introduces Jesus by the names OLion
of . . .Judah, Root of David.These titles connect Jesass thepromised OoffspringO of
Geresis3:15.GodOs plan to brirdgsus aMessiah through human lineage has prevailed
in spite of dl SatanOs enmity to destroyTtie NTplentifully idenifies Jesus athe
promised offspring of Gessis3:15 GodOs plan prevaitwough the life, death, and
resurrection of JesuShe NT authoremphasize the significanoé Jesu® redemptive
work asthe foundatiorfor the ultimate victoryor GodOs peopie GodOs prevailing plan
7A: Various study questionsfrom the NT:

1. How does John signify victory through Christ in ithieoductionof his gospel?
(John 1:15)

2. What does God promiseatl who believe in his Son? (John 3:16)

3. Why does Jesus tell his disciples to be of good cheer even though they face
tribulation? (John 16:33)

4. What can possibly separate us from the love of God? (Ror38)35

5. When we are strong iime Lord and his might, what are we able to do?

(Eph 6:1011)

6. What does the Lord promise to all who love his appearing? (2 Tim 4:8)

7. What is promised to the believer who overcomes temptation? (James 1:12)

8. What is God guarding for belers that is ready to be revealed in the last time?
(1 Pet 1:35)
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9. What is the reason the Son of God appeared? (1 John 3:8)

10. How is the Christian able to overcome the spirit of antichrist in the world?
(1 John 4:4)

11. What is theictory that overcomes the world? (1 John-5)4

12.What will God do in the new creation? (Rev 22)1

Conclusion:

Why does this study matter? Because when the ungodly have seized our society, and
when it seems all hope is gor@hristians an hold on to the faitk Christ will prevail.
K3stenberger and OOBrien state this is the spirit of the book of RevelfRievel@tion]
may best be described as a call for Opatient endurance on the part of the saintsO (14:12).
Notably, it is Jesus, the aified, risen and exalted Lord, who reveals the prophecies of
this book to the suffering church. The Jesus who overcame suffering, even death, the
Lamb who was also the Lion, is now encouraging his suffering saints from heaven to
persevere until the end@to preserve purity and faithfulness in an unclean society
characterized by compromis&.O

Today, theoffspringof Satan manifests itself against the people of God in a variety
of ways. The ungodly of the world in general, and of our community specifically, make
life difficult or dangerous for the people of God. We struggle to maintain an eternal
perspectivBl we fea; we doubt; we weep. Yet it is at times like this, when all hope seems
gone, that God steps into the scene and sdireddtory. Let us take he&our faith is
in the overcomindrion of Judah, an®Root of David

8Andreas J. K3stenbergand Peter T. OOBrieBalvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical
Theology of MissionDowners Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 244.
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Lesson 8: Perseverance of the Saints

God is omnipotent and sovereign and will accomplish every one of his purposes in
creation in spite of SatanOs enmity against him. Yet, God is implementing this eternal plan
through fickle, sinful men. God@snwill prevail through men whom he has chosen
from before creation and who remain faithful to him. From this reality emerges
discussion on the perseverance of the saints.

Chapter 17 of The Vé¢minster Confession definpsrseveranceX his
perseverance of the saints depends, not upon their owwittglbut upon the
immutability of the decree of election, flowing from the free and unchangeable love of
God the Father; upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus Christ; the
abiding of the Spirit and of the seed of God within them; aad#ture of the covenant
of grace; from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibility the€&bf.other
words, GodOs elect will persevere because their position in Christ assures their eternal
salvation.Salvation and election are from God, afidhose chosen will respond and
prevail.

Several facets to theerseverance of the saimtsist'® but we will study only two of
them hereThe saints of God faithfully persevarato the end of their livesr until Jesus
returnsbecause: 1) they havedrechosen for salvation unto GodOs glory
2) they are indwelt by the Spirit of God

8A: Saint have been chosen for salvation unto GodOs glory
8A:1 - Read John 6:3744 and answer the following questions.

1. All sous that the Father has givére Son will do what? (John 6:37a)

2. What assurance does Jesus have for all who come to him? (John 6:37b)

3. What threelements does the FatherOs will for the Son contain?
(John 6:3940)

°0O0n the Perseverance of the Saints,O in The Westminster Confession, accesseitoer Nov
1, 2016 http://www.creeds.net/Westminster/c17.htm

% or further reference on sovereignty and free will, consult John Feinberg, et al.,

Predestination and Free Will: Four Views of Divine Se¥gnty and Human Freedorad. David Basinger
and Randall Basinger (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1986).
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4. Can anyone come to the Father on his own acmooth his own merits?
(John 6:44)

The sovereignty of God in salvation is the security of the saint. Since God
will accomplish all his purposes for his glory, chosen souls are safeguarded
within the FatherOs eternal plan.

8A:2 - Read John 10:2230 and answer the following questions.

5. What are three characteristics of ChristOs sheep? (John 10:27)

6. What three things does Christ do for his sheep? (John 10:28)

7. How des Christ gain possession of Bisep in the fitsplace?
(John 10:29a)

8. What does the Father do for his sheep? (John 10:29b)

Sheep choserytthe Father and given to the Son are secustedyteredn
GodOs flock for etnity.

8A:3 - Read John 17:119 and answer the following questions.

9. How has the Son glorified the Fathéi@hn 17:14)

10. How long has the plan existed for God to be glorified through salvation
that the Son would provide? (John 17:5)

11.What verbs in John 17:8 show the responsthofewho have been given
by the Father to the Son?
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12. How is the Son glorified? (John 17:10)

13.What is the SonOs prayer for the believers? (John 17:11)

14. For what does the Son ask of the Father regarding believers in the world?
(John17:14-19)

8B: Saints are indwelt by the Spirit of God.

15.What is the means whereby same is Oborn againO? (Johr8}:1

16. According to Titus 3:5, what work does the Spirit do in a believer?

17.What does God do for the believer who wagad in sin? (Eph 2:3)

18.The Holy Spirit resides within the believer, thus the Christian becomes the

of the Holy Spirit(2 Tim 1:14;, 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19,

2 Cor 6:16).

19. According to John 14:157, how does the Siii help the believer?
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20. Fill in the blanks regarding the significance of the Spirit in the believerOs life.
Eph 1:13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your

salvation, and believed in him, were with the promised

Holy Spirit, **who is the of our

until we acquire possession of it, to the praise

of his glory.

The language of this verse indicates the da@tdngsto God through a
finishedtransaction, and the indwelling Spirit is an absobaéeaintythat the
believer will be reclaimed by God in the culmination.

21. What does GodOs eternal Spirit dwelling within the saint assure the saint of in
the future{Rom 8:11; 2 Cor 4:14).

Conclusion:

The eternal plan of God is to reveal his glory within the arena of cr@em12;
John 1:14;1 Cor 8:6; Col 1:18.7; Rev 49-11). The means by which Godgsorified is
the salvation of me(Eph 3:111). Therdore, those who have been chosen by God and
given to the Son respond to GodOs call, receive new birth unto eternal life, are preserved
by God, and persevere faithfully to the Bhnall of which redounds to the glory of God.
The saint will persevere becauseik interwoven into the fabric of GodOs eternal,
prevailing plan.

The believer has union with Christ through the Holy Spirit; neither the third person
of the Trinity, nor the redeemed hurrtie Spirit indwells, will be left out of GodOs
inheritance. Hece, the believer indwelt by the Holy Spirit is guaranteed he will prevail to
inherit GodOs eternal kingdom.
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APPENDIX 6

STUDY GUIDE CURRICULUM

EVALUATION RUBRIC

D.Ed.Min Project Evaluation Tool

Curriculum Evaluation

1=insufficient 2=requires attention 3=sufficient 4=exemplary

Criteria

1 2 3 4

Comments

Does the title clearly and
concisely describe the
curriculunf

Is the purpose statement
clearly and succinctly
stated?

Is it clear how the
curriculumsupports the
thesis statement?

In the biblical / theological
section, has the writer
addressed the most pertine
issues(s) / texts?

Has the writer relied upon
the strongest biblical and
theological writers for the
topic?

Are the chapters intuitive?
- is the flow logical and
appropriate to the topic?

Do the subheadings flow
logically?

Has the writer used good
transitions between
paragraphs and topics?

Overall, is there a clear
progression and flow of
thought throughout the

curriculum?
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Has the writer used proper
grammar, syntax, and
diction?

Is the material written
clearly and easy to
understand?

Is the materiabroad enough
to appeato many people?

Is the material specific
enough to challenge
individuals to persevere?

Is the material specific
enough to encourage
individuals to persevere?

Does the material prompt
intellectual growth on the
subject of perseverance?

Does the materigdrompt
spiritual growth on the
subject of perseverance?

Is the amount othereading
assignmentappropriate?

Is the amount of questions
appropriate?

Are the questions
understandab®

Do the questions elicit
personal reflection?

Do the questions encourag
an honest response?

Has the writer moved in a
definitive way to a climax o
the discussion?

Is the curriculum helpful for
personal reference?

Is the curriculum
appropriate as a gift?

Is the curriculunuseful as
a discipleship tool?
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APPENDIX 7
STORYLINE OF THEPREVAILING PLAN OF GOD

*Note: The sequence of this chart runs cowtieckwise.

Storyline of the Bible

1. CREATION

with Man <

3. REDEMPTION 4. CULMINATION

2. FALL
of Man

Gen 3:15 Abr. Moses David

Peter PaulYOU

ISRAEL CHURCH

The entire Bible Story can be summarized in 4 feayures
Creation, FallRedemption, and Culmination.

1. In the beginning, GOGREATEDto display his glory and to enjoy fellowship with
man.

2. Satan desired the glory of creation, so he tried to steal GodOs image inftreation
Man chose to believe a false interpretation of his purpose by listening to Satan.
He disobeyed God, and we have the second element in the Bible sté# thef

man into sin.

a. Sin took man from being in fellowship with God to a position of beipgraged
from God. (Is&9:2 OBut your iniquities have made a separation between you

and your God.0)
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b. However, God had already planned a remedy for manOs sin elsisBeib, God
declared that He would bring man back into fellowship with Himedndsg a
Savior who would be an offspring/descendent of man. This Savior/Messiah
would battle Satan for the glory in creation, but the Messiah will eventually
crush SatanOs head in a blow of victory.

c. From Gensis3:15, we see the third key elementhe Bible storfl the promise
of REDEMPTION So you see, Gesis3:15 is tied direcyf to the overall
storyline ofGodOs glory in creation by the redemption of man from his sin.

d. The storyline of redemption is played out by several Bible charbicédysaham,
Moses, and David. However, no matter how great these men and their stories
are individually we must realize they are attached to the much bigge¥ plot
the story of Redemption.

e. Theinstrumenthrough which God is bringing abounet promiseaffspring of
Geresis3:15 is the nation of Israel.

3. Ultimately, Jesus Christ comes from the lineage of Israel and is GodOs promised
offspring of Gemesis3:15. Jesus is the Lamb of God who dies to remove the barrier
of sin that separates man from Gadd thus redeem (buy back) man from his sin.
This is accomplished through JesusO death on the cross, his burial, and his
resurrectiol the good news we simply call the Gospel!

a. Once Christ has accomplished the work of redeeming mankind to God, His
followers are told to preach this good news of the gospel to all the world. Peter
and Paul were among the first to preach ChristOs gospel.

b. All whoNhear and believe in the wo~rk oj Christ for themselves are saved from
GodOs wrath and become Ga#OpléN the Church.

c. Now comes the significance of this story to yasiyou hear of GodOs plan to save
you from your sins, YOU can receive forgiveness and come back into
fellowship with God, and become part of GodOs overall story of redemption
which He has been planning for all eternity!

4. All the redeemed aravaiting the fairth element of GodOs stirg ULMINATION !

a. This is when God will finally punish all sin and edigstroy sorrow, tears, sin,
and death, andreate all things newhis will be a state of eternal perfection.

b. Those who have been redeemed will once again live forever in perfect fellowship
with God in the new heaven and new earth just like God had intended in the
original creation.

c. Godwill fulfill all his purposes in creation. He wilhish what he started!
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APPENDIX 8

SERMON OUTLINESON THE
PREVAILING PLAN OF GOD

The following aregheoutlinesof Sermons 410 used in the sermon series.

Sermon 1
A Biblical Theology o Rewelation 5:5
One of the most spectacular passages recorded in all of ScripReelation5
whereJohn receivea visionof GodOs thr@room in heasn. Schreiner recognizes this
chapter a pehaps the most importaitt the entire book of Revelatidn.
I. The Setting

A. Rev 4 - John is called up to heaven, “Come up here, and I will show you what
must take place after this.”

- John sees God seated on the throne of heaven and being worshiped.

B. Rev 5 - Action begins to take place. God is moving towards the culmination of
his planfor creation; the things thatrust take place after tiwg4:1).

READREV 5

1. God s holding a scroll in his hand whicbntains the final judgments of
God upon the earth.
2. A search is conducted for someone worthy to open the scroll of judgments.

The phrase in verse Qjn heaven or on earth or under the garth
emphasizes #t the search was made throughout the entire universe and
still no one was found worthy to bring judgment.

Thomas R. SchreineNew Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Chi@&tand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2008), 429.
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3. John weeps that no one is found worthy.

a.The language of verse 4 tells us that this causes John to weep loudly
and foranextended time.

b. To John, GodOs eternal plan appears to be on hold as John observes
the search yields no one worthy to culminate GodOs plan.

c. We see JohnOs reactidrweeping is from théuman perspective.

1) Surely, the beloved disciple kns Jesus was the Chiistlied,
buried, and risen again. John has recorded these events in his
previous writings.

2) But throughout the corridors of time, according to the human
perspective, GodOs plan has taken unexpected twists. Even John
and the other disciples did not understand elements of GodOs
plan in Christ, specifically his death and resurrection (John
2:22; Luke 18:3134; 24:6-8).

3) So is this what is going on here now in heaven? Is Jesus the
Savior of all who believe and the judgeumbelievers (John
5:19-25)? Is there a new layer in GodOsDlan

4) Easley suggests that John regretted that GodOs righteous
judgments against evil appeared to be postponed indefifitely.

D. Then, the elder wonderfully declaré€$/Veep no moréehold, the Liorof the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he cathepsaroll
and its seven se@éRev 5:5).

1. SinceRev 5is viewed as the most important chapter in Revelation,
| believe this is the mogmnportant verse in the chapter, and of the book.
2. John witnesses heavenly beings hailing Jesus Christ as:

a.GodOs Lamb slain to redesrankind
b. the one qualified to judge sinners, and
c. the One worthy of worship.

E. JohnOs Obibli¢atology” helps him understand the significance of how this
scene in Rew-5 fits into the big picture of the Bible’s story.

1. Biblical theology connects each individual Bible story into the overall
storyline of the Bible.’

*Kendell H. EasleyReveldion, Holman New Testament Commentary, vol.(Mashville

Broadman & Holman Publisher§998), 91

*This is a paraphrase of RosnerOs fuller definitiiblial theology is principally concerned

with the overall theological message of the whole Biblseéks to understand the parts in relation to the
whole . . . maintaining sight of the BibleOs overarching narrative and Christocentri© fBdas S.
RosnerNew Dictionary of Biblical Theologed. T. D. Alexander and Brian S. Rosner (Leicester,
Englard: InterVarsity Press, 2000).-B0.
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2. Hamilton explains,@ne of the primary aims of biblical theology is to
understand and embrace the worldview of the biblical authors. In order to
do this, we have to know the story they take for granted, the connections
they see between the events in that story, and thetheysead later
parts of the story by the light that emanates from its earlier. pari§o
learn to read the Bible is to learn to understand this world from the
perspective of the biblical authors, which is to learn a divinely inspired
perspective.”

3. JohnOs initial reaction may have been one of conflsitbonce the elder
announces the Lion of Judah, the Root of David, John processes the
storyline of redemptive history,” he comprehends this vision and all its
implications.

4. Several vital elements of the biblical story are alluded to in this scene but
not specifically addressed.

a. It is significant that the elder introduces Jesus by the names “the
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David” when he could have
used any other title: Messiah, the Alpha and Omega, the Good
Shepherd, Judge of the living and the dead, or
Son of God.

b. The elder in Rev 5:5 uses the royal titles, “the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David,” to connect Jesus Christ as the
promised seed of Genesis 3:15.

II. Rev 5:5 Expresses the Fulfillment of God’s Prevailing Plan Established in
Genesis 3:15

The elder in Revelation 5:5 tells John that there is one in heaven who has
conquered and is worthy to pour out God’s judgments. But what conflict has been
conquered? Who is the conqueror? What has been the battleground?

A. The Conflict- The implied conflict which has been conquered harkens back to
thebeginning of creation.

1. God makes all things by his own will and for his glory (Gen 1-2; John 1:1-4;
1 Cor 8:6; Col 1:15-17; Rev 4:9-11).

2. Man is made in God’s own image and is thus the pinnacle of God’s creation
(Gen 1:26-27).

“James M. Hamilton, JWhat Is Biblical Theology? A Guide to the BibleOs S&ymbolism,
and PatterngWheaton, IL: Crossway, 201412, 20.

*The term, ORedemptive historgi@phasizes GiOs purposes in creatiorredeem mankind
from the curse upon creation through his Son, Jesus Christ, unto the glory of God5Rev 4
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3. God commands man to “be fruitful and multiply” in order to reproduce
God’s image and fill the whole earth with God’s glory (Gen 1:28).6

4. Into this drama steps God’s enemy, Satan, in the form of a serpent (Gen 3).
Satan’s desire is to rob God of his glory and possess all glory for himself
(Matt 4:1-11; 2 Thess 2:4; Rev 12).
To accomplish this, Satan attempts to steal from creation the precise
imageof God’s gloryN man. Satan seduces Adam and Eve to disobey
God and follow him.

5. Man’s sin introduces the curse of death upon creation and interrupts man’s
perfect fellowship with the eternal, holy God.

B. The Conqueror

1. Man’s fall does not catch God by surprise. In a way that only the sovereign
God could do, he had planned before creation to glorify himself by
conquering sin through the death of his Son (John 1:1-5; Eph 1:3-14;

1 Pet 1:20).

Piper states, ”The revelation of the glory of God’s grace was planned
before creation and came to its climax in the death of Christ for sinners.
In conceiving a universe in which to display the glory of his grace, God
did not choose “Plan B.” The death of Christ was not an afterthought or
adjustment. For this the universe was planned. Everything leading to it,
and everything flowing from it, is explained by it.””

2. In Genesis 3:15, God pronounces to Satan the “seed conflict” which will run
throughout history. (Read Gen 3:15.)

a. Satan is not a physical being who reproduces children, so the “seed” of
Satan is his followers.?

b. The seed that comes from the woman is a singular noun and refers to
one who will descend from mankind to crush (“conquer”N Rev 5:5)
Satan and punish his followers.

c. Mathews observes, “Eve and her adversary are the progenitors of a
lifelong struggle that will persist until a climactic moment when the
woman’s offspring will achieve the upper hand.”

®Andreas J. K3stenberger and Peter T. OOBSi@ination to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical

Theology of Missiored. D. A. Carson (Downers GreylL: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 26, 52.

"John Piper, OMy Glory | Will Not Give to Another,Fiom Heaven He Came and Sought

Her: Definite Atonement in Historical, Biblical, Theological, and Pastoral PerspeaiveDavid Gibson
and Jonathan Gibsdiheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 635.

8Alan P. RossCreation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Gé@asisd

Rapids: Baker Academic, 1998), 145. Ross correlates SatanOs seed of Gen 3:15 to those in the first century
who rejected the Lord and opposed his kingdom, and who are Oof your father the devilO (John 8:44).

KennethA. Mathews Genesis 411:26, TheNew AmericanCommentaryvol. 1A (Nashville:
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d. Genesis 3:15 is called the “Protoevangelium” because it is the “first
good news” of a coming and conquering Savior.

C. The Battleground
1. The battleground is Satan’s “enmity”10 against God and his plan to bring this
conquering and saving offspring into the world through the offspring of
the woman.

2. Thus, the battleground is mankind in creation. This cosmic conflict between
the two offsprings is traceable throughout the ages of redemption history.

3. When man sinned, God graciously postpones the punishment of death until
man can produce offspring (life coming out of death), which will lead to
the fulfillment of Genesis 3:15.

D. Once this promised offspring comes and conquers the enmity against him, he is
prepared to restore God’s creation, redeem all who follow God, and judge all
who oppose Jehovah.

1. And this is exactly what John sees in Revelation 5N the culmination of this
drama which began in Genesis 3.

2. God’s plan to produce this promised seed (Christ) has prevailed against all
Satan’s enmity against it.

Conclusion:

Genesis 3:15 lays the foundationreflemptive history, an@ewelation5 announces
its soon culminationHowever, several scenaseinserted imo this drama between
Genesis and Revelation. Frequently the actors find themselves, like John, weeping and
wondering if God ad his plan will ever succeedytin each ingtnce God prevaildMan
Is awestruck. God is glorified.

When GodOs children compreti&sodOs eternal prevailing plan, they are
encouraged to prevail through GodOs plan for their own lives. Though beset by temporal
battles and afflictions, Christians can rejoice knowing their weeping will be turned to joy
and their death to victory (Ps 3QRom 8:18; 1 Cor 15:5%8; 2 Cor 4:718; 1 Pet 1.3®;

5:10; Rev 20:10 21:8).

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1996), 245.

1‘)Gene3|s 3:15ises the term Oenmity@dis defined by Eastman as Odeepted hatredO (M.
G. EastonEastonOs Biblei@ionary [New York: Harper & Brothers, 1893], s.@enmityO. This hatred
exists in the heart of Satan_alagls the foundation for thagelong battleof Satan against GodOs promised
Messiah Mathews says, @@nity(has the intensity of hostility experienced among nations in warfare (e.g.,
Ezek 25:15; 3%) and the level of animosity that results in murder (e.g., Num 35:21). The language of the
passage indicates a ligsddeath struggle between combatarM;dlhews,Genesis 1:11:26, 245.
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Sermon2. )
The Offspring to be the OLion of JudahO

As the storyline of God’s coming offspring develops through Genesis, the roots of
this family tree become discernable. Alexander posits that the central focus of Genesis is
the tracing of this promised offspring coming through a unique family line which enjoys
a special relationship with God."* This lineage begins with the broad scope of humanity
and narrows to one specific nation.

I. The Offspring to Prevail through Mankind in General - Gen 1-10

In obedience to God’s command to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth”
(Gen 1:28), Adam and Eve begin to have children.

A. Cain and Abel - Gen 4

1. In Genesis 4:1 Eve says, “I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.”
Perhaps here, Eve is professing her hope that this child is the promised
offspring of Genesis3:15.%

2. But rather than being the conqueror of the serpent, Cain proves to be “of the
evil one and murdereds brotherO (lolin 3:12).

3. How soon theprophesied enmity is fulfilldd righteous Abel is ded and
Cain is a murderer.

4. Hope that this tnred might be reversed ispressedhy CainOs descendant,
Lamech, who also murders (Gen 4:23).

B. Seth- Gen 45

After AbelOs murdeGod graciously gives Adam and Eve new life through the
birth of another son, Seth (Gen 4:25).

1. In contrasto the wicked descendants of Ca8athOs lineage actuatiglls
upon the Lod and walks with God (Gen 4:25; 5:2124).

2. Genesis 5 traces Setli®scendants to Lamech, the father of Noah.
Lamech professdaith in the promise of G&sis3:15 by naming his son,
ONoah( hopes that he may be the offspring of the womwha brings
QeliefOfrom the curseipon creatior{Gen 5:29).

1T, D. AlexanderFrom Paradise to the Promised Land: An Introdastto the Pentateuch,
2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2002), 101.

23ames M. BoiceGenesis: ArfExpositional CommentarGrand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998),
250.
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C. Noah and the FloodGen 69

1. In spite of the birth of righteous Sethe enmityrages on as #offspring of
Satan continues to wredavoc among the human population.
2. Whatever the methoGeresis6:1-4 mentions the proliferation of ungodly
offspring which increases manOs OcontentionO against God (Gen 6:3 NIV).
3. Satan(sfluenceis so pervasive th&dthe wickedness of man was great in
the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually. . . .the earth was corrupt in GodOs sight, and the earth
was filled with violenced(Gen 6:511).
4. Satan has sudhstranglbold on mankind that God declares catastrophic
destruction of the earthith a flood (Gen 6:5).
5. But God prevails.
a. At a time when it appears Satan has polluted the seed line and defeated
GodOs gloripn creation, there is a sliver of hog@But Noah found
favor in the eyes of the LordO (Ge8)6:
b. By faith, Noah and hisaimily alone are preservéadthe judgment of
the flood (Gen @; Heb 11:7; 1 Pet 3:20).

D. The battle is not @r. GodOs glory is stiliable Goddsedemptiveplanis
preserved. God has prevailed.

[I. The Offspring to Prevail through a Specific Nation

A. The Tower of Babel Gen 11

1. NoahOs descendants fail to replenish the earth witBsGgidry (Ge#:1, 7)
and insteadinify to develop the rebellious, manantered society known
as Babel (Gen 11).

2. God brings another judgment on man by confusing his language and the
differentnationsof the world are born.

B. God Choses the Nation of Israel - Gen 12.

From the different nations resulting from Baliggd chooses onean, Abram,
from Noah’s son, Shem (Gen 11:1026), to begin GodOs chosen nation (Gen
12:1-3).

God will implement several major elements of his redemptive plan through
this nation called Israel:

1. to proclaim GodOs name and GodOs glory to all the earth (Gen 12:3;
Num 14:21; Pss 1; 2; 67; 72; Isa 11:9; Hab 2:14)

2. to demonstrate that those who follow Jehovah are blessed and those who
rebel are cursed (Exod 20:3; Deut 7; 11:26-28; 28; Ps 2)

3. to designate a people to receive and record God’s revelation (Deut 4:7-8;
Ps 147:19-20; John 4:22; Acts 7:38; Rom 3:2),
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4. to provide a lineage through whom the promised offspring /Messia
come (Gen 3:15; Matt 17:5; Gal 3:8, 16).

C. GodOs Promise to Abrai@en 12

1. Godpromises Abram, soon to be OAbrahaimOall the nations of the earth
will be blessed through hitiGen 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:3-5; 28:13-14).
2. This promise directlyinks Abram to:
a. GodOs creatpdrpose of his glory (Gen 1:27-28;9:1, 7; Rev 4:10-11),
b. bringing the promised Saviorof Gen3:15,
c. providing a plan of salvationfor all people.

D. GodOs Plan Prevails through Isaac

1. AbramOs wife, Sarai, is barrdHis couple conspes in their human
wisdom andishmael is born (Gen 16).

2. The bitter rivalryhat ensues between Ishmael ésahc (Gen 21:10)
harkens back to the offspringconflict (OenmityQ) @eresis3:15.

3. However, God clarifies he will accomplish his purposes through Isaac (Gen
17:1521; 21:114).

4. Eventually, imien Abraham passes the test of faith in sacrificing Isaac (which
is a typology” of the subsequent Messiah), furthfirmation is given
that it is through IsaahatGodOs choseffspring will come (Ger22:15
18).

5. Godhas magnified himself by choosing to build hmation from a childless
couple. In the face of impossibility, God produtswithin the dead
womb ofninetyyear old Sarah, and the seed line continues by GodOs
prevailing power.

E. Jacob and Esau

1. Abraham sendsdac away to marry a woman frdns family rather than a
Canaanite.
a. Abraham desires to @erve the godly line.
b. God leads Isaao tmarry Rebekah and they hawe sons, Esau and
Jacob (Gen 225).

BMyersdefinesOtypologyO a®A relationship in which something occurring in the past is

copy or pattern of something in the present or future. . . . Persons, events, or things in the Old Testament,
while possessing trugistorical validity in themselves, also function as divinely appointed illustrations of
what was yet to com®. Allen CMyers,The Eerdmans Bible Dictionafrand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987),

s.v. Otypology.O Hamilton defines it eanOnical exegesis that observes divinely intended patterns of
historical correspondence and escalation in significance in the events, peopdéifudians of Israel, and

these types are in the redemptive historical stream that floasgh the BibleJames M. Hamilton]r.,

QNVas Joseph a Type of the Messialifacing the Typological Identification between Joseph, David, and
JesugOaccessed Ocber 12, 2016http://jimhamilton.info/wpcontent/uploads/2009/04/wgssepha-type-
of-the-messiahsbjformatted.pds
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2. God chooses the younger Jacob through whomdontinue the promised
lineage (Ger25:23.
- The sibling rivalry that radts is anothedisplay ofthe enmity of

Geresis3:15 (Gen 287).

3. In time, Isaac also instructs Jacob to take a wife from Abraham’s family
(Gen 28:1-5).

4. The nations that descend from Esau become enemies against Jacob/Israel,
God®chosen lineage (Gen 15:28; 24:3435; 27:46;36:1-43; Exod
23:22-23; 34:1116) and continue to this present day.

[ll. The Offspring to Prevail through a Specific Tribe

A. The Twelve tribes of Israel

1. Jacob marries his uncle LabanOs two liteugjand their concubines (Gen
29:1-30). From these four woman cortiee twelve sos of Jacob, which
ultimately become the 12 Tribes of Israel (Gen 29:3Q:22; 35:1618).

2. As Jacob nears death he pronounces blessings upon his twelve sons
(Gen 49)

a.The first three are disqualified from family leadership because of sin
and Joseph receives the actual birthright (1 Ch2h:1
b. The right to rule comes down toettiourth son, Judah (Gen 498).

B. Judah

1. Judahhas 3 sons, but no grandchildren.

2. JudahOs onlywlghterin-law, a Gentile name@iamar, is twice widowed
without any descendant for Judah (Gen 3BLL

3. Later on, Judah hiresprostitute not knowing it iSamar, and twins (Zerah
and Pere) are conceivedrom the union (Gen 38:120).

4. In spitﬁ of his own sin, Judah is still designatethasly leader (Gen 49:8
10).

Gen 49:8udah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the
neck of your enemies; your fatherQGsssghall bow down before you.
[9] Judah is a lionOs cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He

“Possible explanatiorfer this exceptionwith Judahincludethe following (1) This is another
example of GodOs sovereignty in election (DeuB7®om 9) (2) Perhaps the sins of Reuben, Simeon,
and Levi were more public and brought shame on the farailyen(Gen 34:331; 35:22), but Jud&bs sin
was private and persongB) Perhaps Judah demonstrated repentance (Gen 38:26i5 thuek elder
brothers did not(4) Judah had taken a leading role in spgdosephOs life (Gen 372#). (5)Judah
proved mself to be the spokesman dedder of the brothers when bfered himself as the scapegoat in
place of Benjaminwhich he did out of respect tus father, Israel (€én 34:1434). (6)Eventual truths of
salvation are evidenced in this story, suchGmxiOs inclusion of sinners, women, the childless, the
hopeless, and Gentiles into his family.
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stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse
him? [10] The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the rulerOs staff
from betweerhis feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the

obedience of the peoples.

a. The prophecy, ©OMr hand will be on the neck of your enemiés@),
ultimately bridges the span frothe serpent crusher of G&8rl5
to the conqueng QLion of Judaldin Rewelation5:5.

b. Verse 9 ishte first mention of the titI@ionOin relation to Judah.

c. VerselOforeshadows a promised descendant from Judah who will rule
with a scepter andll people willbe obedient to him.

Condusion:

Genesis is foundational to JohnOs understanding of the vifteneiiation5.

Alexander states the importance of Genesis to the rest of the BibleOs story,

The book of Genesis not only intimates that this lineage will eventually give
rise to aroyal dynasty, but also anticipates that a future member of this line

will conquer his enemies and mediate GodOs blessing to the nations of the
earth. Such expectations are clearly important for appreciating how the book of
Genesis contributes to the NTderstanding of Jesus Christ.

The promised offspring of Gesis3:15 began with mankind in general, then
narrows to one nation, then to one tribe.

The promised genealogidate of Geresis3:15 has been developing throughout
biblical history, buso has the enmity against it. As@Gimcuses his attention
on thislineage, Satan focuses his attack.

Yet, GodOs plaemains intact regardless of SatanOs enmity against it

*In preparation for next Sunday's message you can read through 1 Sam 16; 2 Sam 7;

2 Kings 811; and Isa 611

15T, D. Alexander, OFurther Observations on the Term OSeedO in GeyretageBulletird8,

no. 2 (1997): 367.
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Sermon3
The Offspring to be the ORoot of DavidO

As the storyline of Scripture progresst offspringds lineage has been refined
from the broad scopef humanity down to one natibrisrael, then to ongibe within
that natiofN Judah. Now thabcus becomes even clearer asdfispringis prophesied to
come through onspecific family within JudalN the house of David.

I. The PromisedOffspring Prevails through Boaz andRuth

IsraelOs histospansrom the exodus, the wilderness wanderifithe conquest of
Canaan, to the time of the judges. Out of virtual unimportance and dismal circumstances,
the messianic lineage remains unbrokenugh the story of Ruth.

A. Ruth is a Moabitess proselyte to Jehovah.

B. God sovereignly orchestrates the marriage of Ruth to an honorable thatabf
named Boaz.

1. The elders of Bethlehegdudah affirm this marriage by pronouncing
the fruitful blessing of the house of Jacob/Israel and of Judah
(Ruth 4:1112; Gen 2980; 35:1618; 38:29).

2. Boaz enacts the salvific overtones ofklresmanredeemer,

3. Boaz and Ruth become ancestors of the great King David 4R18h
20).

C. Regarding this segment of the lineage, Duguid attests,

This genealogy links the events of the story with the line that would build the
house of Israel more than any family since the time of Jacob, the line of David.
... The themes of blessing, nara#spring, and the building of a house of

Israel resonate with deep chords in the history of GodOs people. These themes
go all the way back to GodOs promise to Abraham of a great name and a great
nation that would come from his offspring, so that all teegbes on earth

would find a blessingdr themselves in him (Gen. 123).""

®amilton observes,@Eenesis leads readers to expgahwehOs defeat of evil to be
accomplished through a seed of the woman, seed of Abraham, seed of Jacob, and perhaps seed of Joseph or
Judah. Unexpectedly, however, the seed of the woman in the book of Exodus [Moses] is raised up from the
house of Levi (Ex2:1). This sets an important pattern, as the one who leads Israel to deliverance is from
the tribe of the priests and serves as a prophet. Moreover, he is raised in the royal house of Egypt. In a
sense, the seed of the woman through whom the seeds#rfent is crushed in the book of Exodus,
bringing salvation for the people of God .is.a prophet, a priest, and a ki@g-HamiltonGodOs Glory in
Salvation brough JudgmentL07.In the chace of Moses as leader of GodOs people, God is unfolding
different layers of Is plan. Rather than being restrained to a strict genealogical line, God brings forth a
deliverer who represents the OofficestbeoMessiah.

Yan M. Duguid Esther and RuthReformed Expository Commentagihillipsburg, NJ: P&
Publishing, 2005), 186.
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D. Through famine, death, barrenness, and bitterness, GodOs plan again prevails.
[I. The Promised Offspring Prevails through King David

A. Upon the shameful reign of Kiraul(1 Sam 815), GodGought a man after his
own hear®(1 Sam 13:14).

B. David, from the prescribed tribe of Judah (1 Sam 16:1; Ruth2R1Gen 38:24
30), beomesking of the Jews.

1. In another display of GodOs sovereign intervention, Daséth@athe throne
out ofrelative obscurity.

2. David is the youngest of JesseOs eight sonspamelavantshepherd
(1 Sam 16).

3. With GodOs blessing, Daidcomes king ankads the kingdom of Israel to
its largest extent to date (219 58).

C. God establishes his covenant with Da@dSam?).

1. This covenant promises that DavidOs kingdom wilebtablishedorever
(2 Sam 7:1216).

2. This covenant directly incorporates the promiségdpringof Geresis3:15
into DavidOs posterity.

3. In hispsalms angbrayes of gratitude, David recognizes God has graciously
included him inthe overarching plafor GodOs name te Imagnified
forever (2 Sam 7:2Q9; Pss 267;89;110;132).

4. Bergen shows how thDavidiccovenanin 2 Samuel 7 is connectedth
the promise made to Judah:

The LordOs words spoken here demonstrate him to be the promise
keeping God; having prophetically placed the scepter in Judah hundreds
of years earlier (Ged9:10), he hereegured its place within that tribe
Ountil he comes to whom it belongs.O Through the prophetic
pronouncements of this chapter David is made the founder of the only
royal family the Lord would ever sanction in perpetuity; not only would
he become the souroéall IsraelOs uniquely favored dynastic line, but he
would become the standard by which his descendants would be jifdged

D. GodOs promised offspring will come throlgtvid who is linked with Judah,
Judahto Abraham, Abraham to Noah, Bloto Adamand Adam tdGenesis
3:15.

%Robert Bergen], 2 SamuelThe New AmericartCommentaryvol. 7 (Nashville: Broadman
& Holman Publishers, 1996), 33 .
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E. The serpent rears its head in enmity against GodOs king and the kingly line by
luring David into adultery and murder (2 Sam 11).

1. David pays foufold for his sin which manifests itself in the deaths and
rebellion of four of his sons (2 Sam-18; 1 Kgs 1).

2. Yet through these calamities, the lineage endures through DavidOs son,
Solomon.

F. Solomon

1. Solomon, succeeds DavidOs throne and ksxpetiences the zenith i
empire(1 Kgs10:23)

2. But in his old ageSolomonOs heart wasned toward other gods and this
began a downward spiral for the Davidic dyng4tKgs 11)

3. God decrees to take the kingdomisraelaway fromthe Davidic dynasty
yet leaves him one tribe for DavidOs sakégd11:11-13).

[ll. The Promised Offspring Prevailsthrough the Divided Kingdom
A. Rehoboam the Kingdom Divides

1. SolomonOs son, Rehoboam, rules foolishly and the ensuing revolt tears the
kingdomfrom the house of David (Kgs 12).
2. Ten of the twelve tribesebel against the Davidic kingship aestablish
their own kingdom in northern Israel.
a.Jeroboam becomes king of the ten tribes and institutes a system of
idolatry from whichnorthern Israel never recoversKis 12:25
33).
b. Eventually, Godwvill send the Assyrians to deport the ten northern
tribes and they wilhever agin be a recognizable entity (2 Kb6-
17).
3. The tribe of Judah and what remamfi8enjamin(Judg 2621) continue as a
lamp to David in the southe kingdom known as Judah Kgs 11:34-36;
2 Kgs 1822).
- Through the chaos of civil war and ttia ef apostasy, GodOs promised
lineage through the Davidic line is still aéand GodOs plan is sustained.

B. Joash
Another dark chapter in JudahOs history is the near extinction of the kingly line
under Queen Athah approximately IMyears intdhe divided kingdom
(2 Kgs 8-11).
1. With the deaths of both her husitband her son as the rightful kings of

Judah, Queen Athaliah assumes the throne and attempts to secure her
crown by massacring all potential heilsgs11:1).
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2. God intervenef the midst of tts carnage and a single, baby boy named
Joashis rescuedZ Kgs11:2-3).

3. When Joash is seven years old, he is brought out of hiding to become king,
and Queen Athaliah is overthrowa Kgs11:4-21).

4. Wiseman note€By such a narrow margin the lamp of David (see on 1 Ki.
11:36; Ps132:17) was almost extinguished. But God had promised that
he would never fail to provide an heir to David (Ps. 893%).

5. SatanQsffspringhad reduced the messianic line to just orade child but
GodOplan and covenant with David prevail

IV . The Promised Offspring Prevails through the Prophets

" Isaiah prophesies 200 years into the divided kingdom.

" He uses the Oroot of DavidO terminology to prophesy GodOs dealings with the line
of David at this stage.

A. God callslsaiah to preach repemize to people to will not listen, thusJehovah
will cut her off (Isa 6:813).

1. It appears the last thread of the messianic offspring through David is about
to be severed (cf: Assyria with the Ten Tribes of N. Israel)

2. Butin this dismal &te of being cut off God declare€sump)
remainsand OThe holy seed is its stum({&a6:13)2°

3. In the midst of this judgment, GodOs promises to Abraham still endure.

B. In these dark days God gives the sigtnainanuel(lsa 7:1017) andreiterates
the promisef a divine child to be born who wigjive light, defeat enemies,
and sit on DavidOs throne forevsa@:1-7).

C. But before these promises of Messiah are realized, Judah will indeed bear
judgment for her sins. JudahliMoe Ocut offO from the head (leaji&y the tail

(the lowly)fulfilling GodOs warning to Israel in Deuteronomy 28:44 (Isa-9:13
17; 19:15).

1. From the human perspective, this being cut off must look like the end.
Man is too sinful and is st cause. Sely, Satan must win.

2. But the story is not er. God makes a declaration in Isa 12;B-10:
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jessand a branch
from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit betLORD shall rest um

Donald J. Wisemart,, 2 Kings Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries|. 9 (Downers
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993), 231.

*This sheds light on Ezra 9. Upon return from Babylonian captivity to Judah, Ezra is grieved
at the intermarriage of the Jews during captivity. The people respond to EzraOs instructions to divorce their
Gentile spouses in order to peege the remnant of holy seed. See Ezra 9:2 as a key verse.
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him, . . .They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the
sea. In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the
peopledl of him shall the nationsiquire, and his resting place shall be
glorious (Isa 11:22, 9-10).

a.New life will issue from this apparently dead stump of David.

b. Consistent with his promise in Isaiah 6:13, the holy seed will sprout
from this stump of Jesse to be the ultimate king who leads his people
into GodOs righteousnéss.

3. This holy seed will not only be a descendent of David, but I194idl®
states it is also his Oroot,O or ancestor.

a. This passage demorats MessiahOs humanity as a human descendant
of David, but also his divinity as being pegistent to David?

b. Furthermore, Isaiah reitera®®sdOs purpoge creation thaall nations
of theearth will be filled with the knowledge of the it

This purpose was declaredAdam Genl:28), Noah (Ger:7),

Abraham (Gen 12:3), and Judah (Gen 49:10).

c. GodOs purposes may be threatened, but still survive through the
Davidic line.

Conclusion:

1. In Gemsis3:15, Godpromised an offspring that woulktcbme to crush the head of
SatanThe lineage of the offspring would narrow dowrotigh humanity, Israel,
Judahand David.

2. In the prophesies of Isaiah, we learn that this offspsiagld be both human and
divine: OlmmanelGPGod with us (7:14)Qof his government there will be no endO
(9:7),He will be both branch and root of David (11:1, 10)

3. The Serpent has reared its head in enmity aghissiffspring, but GodOs plan has
prevailed in every case.

4. The OT will soon go silent, only to reawaken with thieth of the promised offspring.

*In preparation for next Sundayou can read through Mdtew1-3; Galatians3:1 D4:7.

?!God gives Jeremiah the same pronuisa righteous Branch to come from David and execute
justice (Jer 23:8).

“’Easley comments)isaiah 11:10, the coming Messiah is calledaheestoror Qwot of
Jesse,® who was King DavidOs fathreth& day the Root of Jesse willsthas a banner for the peoples.O
(In Isaiah 11: 1, the same Messiah is calledBrench or descendamtf Jesse. How the Messiah could be
bothRootand Brancth Jesse was mystery until it was fulfilled in Jesus.) On the basis of Isdi4a:10 we
understand that the ORoot [ancestor] of Jesa&0 the Root [ancestor] of David. The two titles of Jesus,
then, point in the direction of both his deity (as the ultimate divinece of David) and his humanity (as
the royal lion from JudarPKendell H. EasleyRevelationHolman New Testament Commentavpl. 12
(Nashville Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1998), 82Revelation 22:16, Jesus directly declares, Ol am
the root and the descendant of David,O which fulfills IsaiahOs prophecy
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Sermon4
The Offspring Identified as Jesus in the New Testament

Overvieving redemptive historyGodOs plan iBenesi:15 has progressed from
mankind in general, to a specific nation, to a specific tribe, aadpecific family. Now
moving into the fist centuryGodOpromised offspringomesas one individualthe
person of JesuShrist.

I. The Offspring Identified as Jesus in th&ospels
A. Matthew

1. Purpose: to convinceJewish audience that Jesus\Naizareth was teed
the promised Son of Davahd, hence, the Christ/Messiah.

2.1t is of no minor importe begins with the genealogy which directly relates
Jesus to Davidnd to AbrahaniMatt 1:1, 67, 17, 20).

Roberts points outADfirst sight we may feel thiaa genealogy is an
uninspiring way to start the New Testament, but, if we remember GodOs
promises, we will be on the edge of our seats as soon as we read the
words: Oa record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the
son of AbrahamO (Mattheil). He is the one who fulfills éhpromises to
Abraham in Geesig2 and to David in 2 Samuel@®

3. At JesusO baptism Gbé Father announces Jesus with the temy,
beloved So® (Matt 3:16.7).

This affirmation linksJesus to:

a. Godcalling Israel his son (Exod 4:2Bps 11:1)
b. GodOs ference to David as his son (%2629)
c. the Messianic prophecie§GodOs Son Rsalm 2.

4. Matthew also records the many people Jesus healed who recognized Jesus as
the $n of David (Matt 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30), and the crowd who
hailed him asSon of Davidat his triumphal enyr (Matt 21:9).

B. Lukeconnects Jesus to David
1. at the announcement of his birthufte 1:27, 3233)
2. SimeonOs praise (Luk&9)
3. Mary and JosephOs taxation (Luke 2:4, 11)
4. JesusO genealogy (Luke 3:31)
5. thehealingof the blind mar(Luke 18:3839)

%vaughan Robert$30dOs Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bibewners Grove, IL:
IVP Books, 2002), 107.
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C. Each of thesynoptic gospels recordgsus challenging the religious leaders as to
the meaning of Psalm 110 regarding hbe Christ can bealled bothDavidOs
Lord and hisson (Mett 22:4%45; Mark 12:3537; Luke 20:41-44).

This question is answered with an understanding of Iddiadgarding
Messiah being both the branch and root of David.

[. The Offspring Identified as Jesus in thd&Remainder of the New Testament

A. In Acts,an essential part of the apostleOs message was that Jesus of Nazareth was
the promised Son of &vid (Acts 2:2936; 13:2223; 15:16).

B. Paul pens that Jesus of Nazareth wagptiomised Son of &id (Rom 1:36;
15:813;2 Tim 2:8).

C. Galatians and4 poignantly attach Jesus Christ to Abraham, and to the singular
offspring of the woman of Gesis3:15.

1. In Galatians 3:8 and 3:14, Paul fixesudeas the fulfillnent of Gersis12:3
by identifying Jesus as the seed of Abraham through whom all nations
would be blessed.

2. Gal 3:16 emphasizes the potential blessing of salvation comes to all peoples
through a singular offspring from Abraham,
Now the pronises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does
not say, OAnd to offsprings,O referring to many, but referring to one, OAnd
to your offspring,0 who is Chri3t.

(cf: Gen 3:15Cher offspring . . he shall bruise younead.O

3. Gl 4:1-4
[4] But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born
of woman, born under the lavg][to redeem those who were under the
law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

D. At the close of inspired revelah, Esusdentifies himselfas the fulfillment of
both Isaiah 11:1 and 11:10I, Jesus,. . | am the root and the descendant of
David, the bright mormg starO (Rev 22:16).

E. And inRewelation5, the elder concretelffixes the titls OLion of the tribe of
Judah, th&koot of Davidto Jesusthe only one worthy of the accolade.
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Conclusion:

" With all the inspired writings as biblical proof, this OLion of Judah, and Root of
DavidO is none other thdasuof Nazareth, the promised offspring of @ers
3:15.

" Jesus Christ is the only one eligible to sit upon the etérraie

" Jesus is the only one OworthyE to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!O (Rev 5:12).
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Sermon5

GodOs Prevailing Plan in the Ministry of Jesus Christ
|. GodOs Plan Prevails through the Life of Christ

A. GodOs plan prevails througarodOs apt to kill the newborn JesuMatt 2.
- Thismirrorsthe enmity ofPharaohQOs efforts iretdays of MosesExod 2

B. Christ prevails against SatanOs temptatibtett 4; Luke 4.

1. These seem to be only three categoridsmptation (Ge 3:6; Eph2:3; 1
John 2:16).

2. The probability ishat once Satan is orm-one with the offspring who has
been prophesied to crush hire unleashes all the forces of hell against
Jesus, but Jesus effectively residtait 4:4, 7, D; Heb 4:15] Pet 2:22;

1 John 3:5).

C. JesusO ministry is fraught with conflict against demons.
Begg and Ferguson assert, OThe reason there is so much demon possession in
the time period recorded by the Gospels id\rad is sometimes assunied
that denon possession was commonplace then. In fact it was not. Rather, the
land then was demeinvaded because the Savior was marchirtheovictory

prom(%sed in Geesis3:15. And all hell was let loose in order to withstand
him.3*

D. Jesus endures hostile wias, PhariseeOs plots, and a friendOs betrayal.

E. Throughout every encounter, Christ prevails.

Il. GodOs Plan Prevails througlthe Death of Christ

A. Satan finally maneuvers mertarthe betrayal, arrest, trial, false accusations, and
crucifixion of Jesus (Matt 287; John 13:2).

B. Though ordained by Gotumanresponsibility and enmity are involved in JesusO
death (Luke 22:&, 5253; Acts 2:23, 36).

C. Jesus@y from the cross, OMy God, My God, why have you forsaken me?0 (Matt
27:46) may have given the serpent subtle hope.

D. Then Jesus proclais, Olt is finishedO (Matt 27:30hn 19:30), which, taer
than a death cry in defeigtactually a shout of victory.

*plistair Beggand Sinclair B. FergusolName above All Namgg/heaton, IL: Crossway,
2013), 28.
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1. GodOs judgment against sin is paid in full@ndOs wrath hagen forever
satisfied by the substitutionary death of Christ (Heb-1&)L
2. Hamilton states

Salvation for all believers of all ages is made possible by the judgment
that falls on Jesus at the cross. The cross allows God to be just and the
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (Rom. 2B4. The cross of
Christ, the climactic expression of the glory of God in salvation through
judgment, is the turning point of the ages.

E. Salvation isnow available taall who respond to GodOs callamd put their faith
in Christ.

1. Those who believe are reconciled to God and become sons of God (John
1:12; Gal 3:26; 1 John 32).

2. Romang! and Galatian8:6-9 point out that becoming a child of God
through faith connects theelieverto Abraham and fulfills Gezsis12:3.

3. From this one offspring, Christ, multitudes of men become GodOs
offspringN spiritual seed, abundant seed (R8®14; Eph2:11-22; Rev
5:9-10).

F. The death of Christ has not terminated Gbdé€zge, but rather proliferated it.

ll. GodOs Plan Prevails through the Resurrection of Christ

A. ChristOs resurrection has always been in the eternal plan of God and is the axis of
history (John 1:46; 17:2; Eph 1:414).

*Note PeterOs ObiblithéologyO of the resurrectioActs 2:2241.

B. His resurgence to lifashers in the beginning of tkiast daysO amtogresses
towards a new creatian the culmination (J8:2529; Acts 2:32-36; Isa
26:1921; Ezek 37:1314; Dan 12:12; Rev21-22).

C. ChristOs resurrection:

- fulfills the victory of the Lion of Judah in Geris49:8-10,

- defeats the work of the dewlGeresis3:15; Heb 2:14; John 16:11; 1 John
3:8,

- shows that Christ has conquered death freRRev 1:1718
OFear not, | am the first and the lasand the living one. | died, and
behold | am alive forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and iade

- guarantees the believerOs resurre@iRom8:9-11; 1 Cor 15:5058; 2 Cor
4:14,

- secures the conquest of Réation5:5.

*Hamilton,GodOs Glory in Salvation through Judgment: A Biblitedology(Wheaton, IL:
Crossway, 2010 57.
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D. Now that Christ has riseodOs plan is prevailing anbving towards a new
creation where he will rule victoriouslWeep no more!

Conclusion:

" GodOs eternal purpose in creation gdddfy himself in the salvation afepentant
men and the judgment of the wicked

" Should anyone question GodOs character in this, his defense comes when GodOs
own Son became sin and tasted death for every man (2 Cor 5:21; HH}).2:9

" The New Testamermtbundantly idetifies the offspring of Gessis3:15 as Jesus
of Nazareth, the Christ of God.

" With the coming of Jesus Christ and his death and resurrection, the Olast daysO
have dawned, and GodOs prevailing plan is moving towards its culmination.

" Johnis privileged to catch a vision of these last days when the elder introduces
Jesus as, The Lion of Judah, the Root of David who has conquered and is worthy!
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Sermon6

GodOs Prevailing Plan Signifies Victory

Rev 55 OWeep nmore; behold, the Lion of thebe of Judah, the Rat of David,has
conqueredsothat he can open the scroll aitd seven sealsO

It is significant that the elder introduces Jesus by the names OLion of Judah, Root of
David.O

" These titles connect Jesus Christ as the promidéapfgO of Gessis3:15.

GodOs plan to bring Messiah through human lineage has prevailed in spite of all
SatanOs enmity to destroy it.

The NT plentifully identifiesthe promised offspring of Gesis3:15 as Jesus of
Nazareth.

GodOs plan prevails through the life, death resdrrection of Jesus.

TheNT authorsemphasize the significanoéNJesus(N) redemptive work as the
foundation for theultimate victoryin GodOs prevailing plan

I. GodOs prevailing plan is understood by John.

A. John 1:45 - In the preamble dfiis gopel, Johrovertures the theme of ChristOs
victory,
OlIn him was life, and the life was the light of niEme light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness hasovercome itO.

Michaels declares Right from the start it is clear that a conftation between

light and darkness has taken place once and for all, and that the light has

emerged victorious. The light shines on in the darkness, and the writer will
now proceed to narrate how this all came aliBut.

B. John 3:16 showlslessid came so that those who believe in him will not perish,
but have everlasting life.

C. Jahn 16:33- John records JesusO words to his disciples to be of good cheer
because he hawercome the world.

D. 1 Jhn 3:8- O'he reason the Son of Gagpeared was tcedtroy the works of
the devil.O

E. 1 John 5:4 GFor everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And
this is the victory that hasvercome the world our faith. Who is it that
overcomes the world except the one whitebes that Jesus is the Son of
God?0

26). Ramsey Michael§he Gospel of JohiThe New InternationaCommentary on the Old
and New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2010), 57.
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F. Rev 2010-15 - John records GodOs ultimate vigtohen the devil, Death, and
Hadesare cast into the lake of fire bee tormented forever and ever

G. Rev 21:4 In the new creation, all former things gr@ssed awayll things are
made newand there is no more death.

*Weep no more.

Il. GodOs prevailing plan is understood by Paul.

A. Rom 1:35 - Paul identifies Jesus Christ and shows the significance of his work.
1. Jesus is the human descerid# David.
2. Jesus is the divine Son of God.
3. Jesus is the descendant of Judah from GenesiswWBdlf all the nations
will obey.
4. JesusO resurrection saturates the gospel with victory.
5. Through Jesus, believers have received grateobedience.
6. The work of Jesus isaDthe sake of his name among all the nations

B. Rom 8:11- ChristOs resurrection guarantees the resurrectiaritanaite victory
of each believer (alsd: Cor 15:5058; 2 Cor 4:1418).

C. Rom 8:2835
1. all things will work to GodOs good tibe elect,
2. nothing can sepamthe elecirom GodOs love,
3. believers are conquerors through Christ.

D. Rom 16:200rhe God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace
of our Lord Jess Christ be with yo@

E. Eph 6:1620 - Even though the believerrestles agairst SatanOs forces, ike
assured to oveome.

F. Paul anticipates rewards given to believers wWike Christ,persevere to the end
(Phil 4:1;1 Thes 2:19; 2 Tim 4:§.
*Weep no more.

ll. GodOs prevailing plan is understood by the other New Testament authors.

A. 1 Pet 1:39 - Peterencourages his suffering Christians
1. ChristOs resurrection guarantees theraternal inheritance.
2. This inheritance igeserved for them in heaven and being guarded by GodOs
power.
3. The outcome of their faith will be the salwat of their souls.

B. 2 Pet 1:312- asbelieverssupplement their faith there will be a richly provided
entrance into ChristOs kingalo
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C. Heb 2:1418- reassures that Christians are being helped by the same power by
which Christ destroyed the works of the devil (Heb 2184

D. Jamespeaks of the crown of life given to all wheercome temptation (Jas
1:12), ad encourages Christians be patient and steadfast like Job, for the
coming of the Lord is at hand (Jas &L

*Weep no more!

IV. The melody line of victory reaches a crescendo in Rev 5 as God nears his final
and decisive victory.

A. Just when iseems no one can be found worthy and GodOs judgment on
unbelievers may have to be suspended, the elder cries out,

QVeep no motebehold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of Dahad,
congueredso that he can open the scroll and its sewatis§(Rev 5:5.

B. Rev 5:614- The heavenly beings proclaim Jesus to also beahe of God
slain to satisfy GodOs wrath and redeem mankind unto God.

C. Because of these designations, Jesus Chtis¢ isnly Onavorthy to cast
judgment agast the wicked

D. No doubt John@seeping turns to rejoicing as he recognizes and records the
significance of these titles.

1. Jesus is theion of Judah, and the Root of Davahd has overcome
every possible flamindart of the devil tgpreserve GodOs sation and
judgment.

2. Asin a bridge, these twiitles are the support cablegichlink Geresis
3:15and Reelation5:5.

3. To blend these twidtles shows Jesus incorporatdkthe essential
designations to be the conquering hero of GodOs transcendent drama.

4. Believers are reconciled to live with God in perfect fellowiStégactlylike
God intended from before the foundation of the world.

Through the Lion of Judah, the Root@4vid, Godwill finish what he
started.

5. Emlet saysQf you read the Bible from cover to cover you realize that it
narrates (proclaims!) a true and cohesive story: the good news that
through Jesus Christ God has entered history to liberateenad the
world from its bondage to sin and suffering. This is the story of God, who
pursues the restoration of his creation at the cost of his own life. He is
making all things new (Rev.21:5)! ThatGsshmple and yet profound,
life- and worldaltering potline of the BibleG’

*"Michael EmletCross Talk: Where Life and Scripture M¢@reensboro NC: New Growth
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Conclusion: Why does this study matter?

1. When the ungodly have seized our society, and when it seems all hope, is gone
Christians can hold on to the faiiChrist will prevail.

2. Today, the seed of Satan manifests itself against the people of God in a variety of
ways.

a.The ungodly of the world in general, and of our community specifically, make life
difficult or dangerous for the people of God.

b. We struggle to maintaian eternaperspectivBl we fear; we doubt; we weep.

c.Yet it is at times like this, when all hope seems gone, that God steps into the scene
and seizedie victory.

d. Let us take hed\tour faith is in the overcomingion of Judah, an&Root of
David.

3. In the essence of biblical theology, Paul instructs,

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such
harmony with one anothen accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Rorr615:4

4. Paul assures believers that it is with much tribulation weentir the kingdom
(Acts 14:22), but we will enter

5. Thereforepelievers araotto grow weary (Gal 6:9).
6. All who suffer with Chriswill be glorified with him (Rom 8:17).

7. Let us run the race with endurance, looking unto Jesus, the founder and perfecter of
our faith (Heb 12:2).

8. Let usremain steadfast under trial and receive the crown of life (Jas 1:12).

9. Let us overcome (Rew3) that we may obtaiGodOs preciogpsomise with which he
closeshis revelationOThe one who conquers will have this heritage, and | will be
his God andhe will be my son(Rev 21:7).

It is to this end westrive.
Press on.

Weep no more.

Prevail to the end.

Press, 2009), 41.
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Sermon7:
Perseverance of the Saints

Review:

" InRev5:5, The‘titles,l_(ibn,of Judah, Root of David@nnect Jesus as the
promised OoffspringO @Geresis3:15.

" GodOs plan to bring Messiah through human lineage has prevailed in spite of all
SatanOs enmity to destroy it.

" The NT plentifully identifies the promiseaffspring of Geesis3:15as Jesus of
Nazareth.

" GodOs plan prevails through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.

" The NT authors emphasize the significance ofNJesus(N) redemptive work as the
foundation for the ultimate victory in GodOs priavgiplan.

Introduction : Now we will see how GodOs plan prevails through his people.

" God is omnipotent and sovereign and will accomplish every one of his purposes in
creation in spite of SatanOs enmity against him.

" Yet, God is implementing this etel plan through fickle, sinful men.

" GodOplanwill prevail through men whom he has chosen from before creation and
who remain faithful to him. . )
" From this reality emerges discussion on the OPerseverance of the Saints.O

1. Chapter 17 of The Westminster Confession defines,
This perseverance of tisaints depends, not upon thewn freewill, but upon
the immutability of thedecree of election, flowing from the free and
unchangeabl®ve of God the Father

upon theefficacy of themeritandintercessiorof Jesus Christ
theabidingof the Spirit and of the seed of God withihem;

and the nature of the covenanigofce from all whichariseth also the
certaintyand infallibility thereof?®

200n the Perseverance of the Saints,O in The Westrfiinsfession, accessed on November
, 2016 http://lwww.creeds.net/Westminster/c17.htm

[
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2. Grudem defing persegrance a®all those who are truly born again will be kept
by GodOs power and will persevere as Christians until the end of their lives,
and that only those who persevere until the end have been truly borndgain.O

" The saints of God faithfully persevarato the end of their livesr until Jesus
returnsbecause:
1) saintshave been chosen for salvation unto GodOs, glory
2) saints are indwelt by the Spirit of God

|. Saints Perseverd@ecause They Have Been Ches for Salvation unto GodOs Glory

A. In a way that God divinely orchestrates, those who have been chosen by God:

1. respond to GodOs call,

2. are born again unto eternal life,

3. are preserved by God,

4. persevere faithfully to the end;

5. all of which redounds to the glory of God

(Rom 8:2829; Eph 1:36; 2:10; 2 Tim 1:9; Titus 1:43; 1 Pet 1:2; Rev 4:91;
Rev13:8).

B. The Puritan Thomas Watson declares,

Here is a sovereign elixir of unspeakable comfort to thoseandthe called of
God. Their salvation rests upon GodOs purposes. . . . They who are built upon
this rock of GodOs eternal purpose, need not fear falling away; neither the
powe3roof man, nor the violence of temptation, shall ever be able to overturn
them:

C. John 6:37%4 - shows GodOs sovereignty in election and manQOs response to GodOs
call.

1. It is evident that salvation is initiated, carried out, and secured by the
Godhead.

2. The sovereignty of God in salvation is the security of the.sa

3. Since God will accomplish all his purposes for his glory, chosen
souls are safeguarded within the FatherOs eternal plan.

*\Wayne GrudemSystematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctr{@and Rapids:
Zondervan, 2000), 7889. Grudem clarifies, Olt should be noted that this question is one on which
evangelical Christians have long had significant disagreement. Many within the Wesleyan/Arminian
tradition have held that it is possible for someone who is truly born again toisoseher salvation, while
Reformed Christians have held that that is not possible for someone trly ®orn again. Most Baptlsts
have followed the Reformed tradition at this point; however, they have frequently used thetéenal o}
security@r theOeternal security of the believierfBer than the ternpérseverance of the saintd.0

*Thomas WatsonAll Things for GoodCarlisle, PA: The Banner of Truth Trust, 2011), 126
27.
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D. John 10:2280 (Jesus is teaching the same truth here as in Johd®.37

* Sheep chosen by the Father @kn to the Shepherd are securely sheltered
in GodOs flock for eternity.

E. John 17 GodOs eternal purposes for his glorification through manOs salvation

- The setting is the eve of ChristOs crucifixion.
JUST READ THE TEXT, and mayfientionthe following points.

1. Jesus prays to the Father declaring he has completed the FatherOs eternal will
by securing all men whom the Father has given him so that they may
share in the glory of the Father and the Son which existed before the
world began (vv. 5, 10, 22).

2. In addition to being chosen by God, Jesus declares these individuals have
Oreceived,O Obelieved,0 and OkeptO Christ and hjswer@3

[I. Saints PersevereBecause They are Indwelt by the Spirit of God.

Godgives his Holy Spirit tdelievers to generate new birth, maintain obedient faith, and
be a guarantee for their inheritance in GodOs kingdom

A. The Holy Spirit generates new birth in the believer.

1. Men are dead in their sins and cannot respoi@biOs calling unless they
are revivedEph 2:1210).

2. The Holy Spirit infuses spiritual life into dead men which causes them to be
Oborn again,O or Oregenerated,O and enables them to respond to God (John
1:12-13; Rom 8:911; 1 Cor 6:11; Tita 3:47).

3. Puritan William Gurnall proclaims,

When a soul believes, then GodOs eternal purpose and counsel concerning
him (whom He chose in Christ before the foundatiothefworld) is

brought to termCan you imagine the love God has for a chielhas

carried so long in #8awomb of His eternal purposé?Zod delighted in

His plan before He spoke the world into being, how much greater is His
delight to witness the full fruitionfddis labor: a believing souHaving
performed His own will thus faGod will surely raise all the power He

has in that believerOs behalf, rather than be robbed of Hisgtbin a

few steps of homésod showed us how much a soul is wdiytthe

purchase price He paitl.cost Him dearly, and that which is so hardwo
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will not be easily given ugHe spent His SonOs blood to purchase you,
and He will spend His own power to keep ybu.

4. New life through the Spirit is also called Oeternal lifeO @dlén10:28
17:2; 1 John 2:25; 5:11).

5. GodOs eternal Spisitthin the saint assures him of future resurrection unto
glory (Rom 8:11; 2 Cor 4:14).

6. Those who possess new, eternal life in GodOs Spirit will prevail into eternity.

B. The Holy Spirit helps the believer maintain obedient faith

1. Soulsdead in sin have no ability to know or obey God because they do not
possess the Spirit of life (Ps 10:4; 1 Cor-26).

2. Ezekiel 36:27 prophesied that GodOs Spirit will empower GodOs people in
obedience.

3. Jesus taught that the Spirit wdule the OHelperO to assist disciples in
keeping his commandments (John 14173.

4. Boice states, OThe desire to do good comes from receiving the life of the
Lord Jesus Christ within, which is regeneratiéh.O

5. Romans 8:41 - Believers valk in the Spirit, which is Olife because of
righteousness.O

6. New life and obedience through the Holy Spirit are itvgeparable graces
God has gien the believer whichllow him to persever® the end

C.The Holy Spirit is the guaranteé the believerOs inheritance in GodOs kingdom.

1. The Holy Spirit resides within the believer, thus the Christian becomes the
temple @welling placé of the Holy Spirit(2 Tim 1:14 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19,
2 Cor 6:16).

2. As such, the believer presently possesses eternal life, yet the fullness of
GodOs blessings in salvation are not entirely realized until the culmination
(Rom 8:18; Phil 3:21; 2 Cor 4X8; 1 John 1:1).

3. Eph 1:1314- believers ®ere sealed ith the promised Holy Spiritvho is
the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possessipricthe
praise of his glory.O
The language ahis verse indicates the sabiglongsto God through a
finishedtransaction, anthe indwelling Spirit is an absoluteertainty
that the believer will be reclaimed by God in the culmination.

#\William Gurnall, The Christian in Complete Arm¢€arlisle, PA:Banner of Truth Trust,
1986),1:48.

%2James MBoice, The Gospel of Matthe¢Grand RapidsBaker Books, 2001), 543.
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Conclusion:

" The eternal plan of God is to reveal his glory within the arena of creation.

" The means by which God will be glorified is the salvation of men.

" Therefore, those who have been chosen by God and given to the Son respond to
GodOs call, receive new birth unto eternal life, are preserved by God, and

persevere faithfully to thenelN all of which redounds to the glory of God.

" The saint will persevere because he is interwoven into the fabric of GodOs eternal,
prevailing plan.

" The believer has union with Christ through the Holy Spirit; neither the third person
of the Trinity,nor the redeemed human he indwells, will be left out of GodOs
inheritance. Hence, the believer indwelt by the Holy Spirit is guaranteed he
will prevail to inherit GodOs eternal kingdom.

164



Sermon8:

Perseverance of the Apostles

Throughout created history, God and his people have prevailed in spite of SatanOs
attempts to destroy them.

John15:20Jesus taught, OOA servant is not greater than his master.O If they
persecuted me, they will also persecute you.O

- If the masger must endure through suffering, persecution, and death, so must
his servants.

By GodOs grace, all ChristOs disciples (except Judas) persevered in this role as
faithful servants.

l. GodOs plan prevails through ChristOs disciples who persevereiatthew 10.
A. Matthew 10 foreshadows the prevailing ministry of saints into the Churcf*Age.

B. Here, Jesus commissions and empowers his twelve disciples to proclaim the
gospel of the kingdom.

C.As they break forth the light of truth, Jesus warns that they will encounter the
darkness of the longxistent enmity.

D. ChristOs messengers will be as sheep among wolves and will face betrayal,
flogging, accusation, hatred, persecution, arattdévv. 1623).

E. In the face of such oppositiand dangerJesus admonishes, OBut the one who
endures to the end will be saved(2R).

*God does not reward a person for a single act of faith in the past, but only
for a faith that finibes the race.

F. The Spirit is promised to servants who are called before magistratesto
bear witness of the faith (20). In light of the SpiritOs empowerment, GodOs
ambassadors are to Ohave no fearO in challenging times (v. 23).

*R. T. FranceThe Gospel of Matthewhe New International Commentary on the New
Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publication Co., 2007-8238&rance states that the restriction for
the apostles not to go only to the Gentiles but to the house of Israel is more of a geographic lfioritation
this shoriterm mission. France indicates that beginning in Matt 10:16, these instructions expand te a world
wide commission which is in keeping with MatthewOs overriding theme of the Great Commission _
commenced after JesusO death, burial, and retsam®. A. CarsonMatthew in vol. 8 of The ExpositorOs
Bible Commentaryed.Frank E. Gaebelei(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984), 2&4rson says the
restriction was to hold down opposition to JesusO claims, but that the ultimate aim of Jesusf@asission
worldwide. Of course, the reality of the apostleOs mission to Gentiles was realized in the book of Acts.
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G. The bekverOs reward is the preservation of their soul (v. 28).

H. The invitation to take up oneOs cross is a call to a death march, but losing oneOs
life in thisworld yields eternal life in the next (vv. 3D).

. Jesus did not paint a pretty pictior His servants. But with an eternal view,
ChristOs followers know theiedvenly Father takes note anl yustify all
things; therefore, they must prevail.

Il. GodOs plan prevails through the apostles who persevered in Acts.

' After the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, the apostles participate in
making God known in all the earth.

" As they spread the gospel to all nations, they demonstrate faith, obedience, and
perseverance in spite of SatanOs efforts tooglebem.

* Polhill notes

There were abundant obstacles from witRbimprisonments, beatings,
martyrdoms, storms at sea and angry mobs on land. But the faithful witnesses
continued their testimony. The word of God grew, bearing ever more fruit
among bothlews and Gentiles. The Spirit of God was behind it all, and the
gospel triumphed?

' It is fascinating to see how GodOs plan to establish his church prevails through men
who persevere ithe power of theSpirit (Acts 1:8; 2:47; 4:4, 281; 5:1214;
6:7;8:31; 9:31; 10:448; 11:18, 2124; 12:24; 14:27; 16:5; 18:25; 19:20
21:1720; 23:11; 28:231).

A. Peter and John are endowed with the Spirit to remain constant in the face of
threats from the religious leaders (Actd)3
1. The religous leaders follow through on their threats and beat the disciples.
2. After the beating, the disciples rejoice in their suffering and do not cease to
preach that Jesus is the Christ (Acts S42).

B. Stephen triumphis the faith while beingtened to death (Acts-8).

C.When a great psecution arises, the disciples are scattered, but faithfully
continueto preah the gospel wherever they @cts 81-8).

D. Philip emerges victorious in spiritual warfare against Simon, the magician
(Acts 8:925).

%4John B. Polhill Acts: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scriptlihe New
American Commentary, vol. 26 (Nashville: Broadn&ahlolman Publishers, 1992), 71.
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E. After Saul (Paul) is converted, he has to overcome skepticism from other
disciples and death threats from the Jews to remain persistent in his mission
(Acts 9:1630).

F. James is killed and Peter is imprisoned (Acts-52:but the church continues to
grow and is edified.

G. From his experiences of suffering, Peter is eventually able to address other
suffering believers in his first epistle and encourage them to persevere unto
their reward and GodOs glory.

Il . GodOs plan prevails through PaulOs ministry.

A. At conversion, the Lord forecasted that PaulOs mission to carry ChristOs name
before Gentiles and kings would involve suffering (Acts 965

B. On Cyprus, Paul and Barnabas contend against a magician, Elymas3#4cts
12), as well as facepposition from theiown countrymen (Acts 13:482).

C. In Lystra, they had to subdue their pride when they were worshiped as gods
(Acts 14:818).

D. Upon surviving being stoned by a mob at Lystra, Paul continues the following
day preaching in the next town (Acts 142@).

E. As they circuit back, Paul and Barnabas instruct the new converts,
Oencouraging them to continue in the faitig saying that through many
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of GodO (Acts 14:22).

F. Matthev Henry comments on Acts 14:22:

[Tribulation] is so appointed. They must undergo it, there is no remedy,
the matter is already fixed, and cannot lteratl. He that has the
sovereign disposal of us has determined it to be dur lo But this is
encouraging, that we shall get through it; we shall not be lost and perish
in it. . . .We shall not only get through it, but get througimiit the
kingdomof God;and the joy and glory of the end will make abundant
amends for all the difficulties and hardships we may meet with in the
way. It is truewe must go by the crqdsut it is as true that if we keep in
the way, and do not turn aside nor turn baak shallgo to the crown

and the believing prospect of this will make the tribulation easy and
pleasant®

*Matthew HenryMatthew Henry®s Commentary on the Whole Bible: Complete and
Unabridged in One Volum@eabody, MA: Hendrickson, Logos, 1994), 2128.
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G. Paul continues on two more mission trips and perseveres through afflictions in
every city (Acts 20:23).

H. In 2 Corinthians 11:233, Pausummarizes a list of these sufferings in order to
prove the sincerity of his apostleship.

I. A major theme in his epistles to these churches is encouragement for believers to
persevere, trusting in the faithfulness of God to deliver and re\Ran 8:18,
35-39; 2 Cor 1:7; Phil 1:6, 201; 2:1213; 3:816; 1 Thess 3:3; 2 Thess 1:5; 1
Tim 4:1-10; 2 Tim 2:12; 3:14.7).

J.God used Paul and his faithfulness through suffering to establish numerous
churches and fortify the faith of countless beties/to this very day.

IV. Eventually all ChristOs disciples, except John and Judas Iscariot, face
martyrdom for Christ.

Scripture and church history record how the apostles did indeed drink the cup
of the Lord (Matt 20:1723).

A. John

1. After surviving being placed into a pot of boiling oil, John was exiled to the
isle of Patmos (Rev 1:9).

2. After bein% released, he returned to Ephesus were he died peacefully about
AD 9872
B. James, the son of Zebedee, was killed by Hesaword (Acts 122).
C. Peter (Jesus prophesied PeterOs death in JohiQ):18
1. Peter was first forced to watch his wifeOs crucifixion.
2. Then he requested to be crucified upside down because he felt unworthy to
die as Christ’
D. Andrew
1. He took the gospel northward, perhaps even into Russia.

2. Then in Achaia, Greece, he was lashed to a cross instead of nailed in order to
prolong his suffering.

*John FoxeThe New FoxeOs Book of Martyesyiitten and updated by HaroldChadwick
(North Brunswick, NJ: Bridgé.ogos Publishers, 199,710.

%730hn MacArthurTwelve Ordinary Men: How the Master Shaped His Disciples for
Greatness, and What He Wants To Do with {’'¢ashville: W Publishing Group, 2002), 60.

168



3. During tgg two days he hung there, Andrew exhorted passersby to trust
Christ.

E. Matthew- carried the gospel to Ethiopia where, as one account states, he was
pinned to the ground and behead&d.

F. Philip is believed to have been stoned in Asia Minor.
G. Thomas was run through by a spear in IAtlia.
H. Jude- Traditions hold that he was crucified at Edessa near AD 72.
I. Matthias was stoned and beheaded at Jerusalem.
J. Mark was dragged to death in Alexandfia.
K. Nathanael, or Bartholomew,
1. He took ChristOs message into Persia, India,saiad @as Armenia.
2. One tradition says Nathanael was tied up in a sack and thrown into the sea.

3. Another tradition states he was crucifféd.

L. Paul- After writing 2 Timothy from a prison cell in Rome, Paul was beheaded in
AD 66 (2 Tim 4:68, 18)*

Conclusion:

" Throughouthe spread of the gospel to the uttermost parts of the gzethpostles
facal threats, court trials, imprisonment, seging, stoningmob riots and
eventually martyrdom

" Satan utilized numerous devices to defeat the apostleOs message and the founding of
the church.

" Nonetheless, Christ founded his church through the power of the Holy Spirit at work
in obedient men who would not quit in the face of torture and phydsedh.

*MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Meni4.
*Foxe,The New FoxeOs Book of Marf{s
“*MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Men1.33, 164.
“IFoxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Mart@s,
“MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Men47.

“Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martgs,
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" Indeed, GodOs plan, GodOs message, and GodOs church have prevailed, and continue
to prevail through his faithful people.

" Do you have the faith to persevere in the face of trial, difficulty, and persecution

- OOA servant is not greater than his master.O If they persecuted me, they will also
persecute youQlohn 15:20.

- The apostles proved faithful to Christ to the end.
Now it is our turn to pick up the torch and serve Christ without wavering!

- Godhas chosen us to glorify himself through our salvation and called us faithful

service.
- We can; yea, we must persevere to the end!

Closing Hymn: OAm | a Soldier of the 6ss?0
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Sermon9:

GodOs Plan Prevails through Saints WHeersevere in
Church History

Intro: The examples of perseverance unto death by Christ and his apostles set the
course for succeeding generations of faithful servants. The institution of the church and
her history are speckled by the blood of her saifitsoughout church history, faithful
Christians have prevailed through various forms of tribulation and persecution.

l. GodOs Plan Prevail§hrough Saints Who Persevered under Persecutionyb
Roman Emperors:*

A. Persecutions undétero (AD 5468)

1. Nerohad animal skins sewn around Christians and then let ferocious dogs

attack them.
2. Christians were put into wax covered shirts and then set on fire to serve as

lamps for NeroOs parties.
3. Nevertheless, these blessed saints endufégtiag and death rather than

renounce their true King.
B. Ignatius (AD 110} suffered under Emperor Trajan (AD-987).

1. While being delivered to Rome for professing Christ, Ignatius wrote to the
church at Romeotto deliver him, stating,

ONow | begin to be a disciple. | care for nothing of visible or invisible
things so that | may but win Christ. Let the fire and the cross, let the
companies of wild beasts, let breaking of bones and tearing of limbs, let
the grnding of the whole body, and all the malice of the devil, come upon
me; be it so, only may | win Christ Jesu8.0

2. After being sentenced to be fed to lions, he proclaimed,

Ol am the wheat of Christ: | am going to be ground with the teeth of wild
beasts that | may be found pure bre&d.O

“John FoxeTheNew FoxeOs Book of Martymswiitten and updated by Harold@hadwick
(North Brunswick, NJ: Bridgé.ogos Publishers, 199,71-84. This book provides the majority of
information in this section and has been either paraphrased or quoted throughout.

“*Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martyis.

“*Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martyir.
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C. Polycarp under Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus (AD 1530).

1. He was a disciple of the Apostle John and overseer of the church in Smyrna.
2. After being sentenced to be burned, Polycarp declared, OBiglysars |
have served [Jesus], and he never once wronged me. How then shall |
blaspheme my King who has saved né?0

D. Blandina- A Christian woman, under Marcus Aurelius.

1. Twice she was tied to a stake for lions to eat, but the lions did not touch her.

2. She was brought back later and the lions ripped upon her.

3. After this she was whipped, put into a net and tussled about by a wild bull.

4. After this, she wasesited naked into a rdwt metal chair.

5. When her torturers saw that her faith in Christ remained steadfast, they
terminated her earthly life by running her through with a sword.

E. Agatha a godly woman

1. She refused to be drawn into pitsion so that the local governor of Sicily,
Quintain, could fulfill his lustful desires against her.

2. Therefore, Quintain had her scourged with sharp hooks and thrown naked
upon a bed of hot coals and glass,

3. Agathadid not deny Christ.

4. Upon returning to prison, she died of her wounds on February 5, 251.

Il. GodOs Plan Prevails Through Saints WhPersevered Under Persecutionyb
Popes of the Roman Catholic ChurcfRCC).

" Followers of Christ were persecuted by secular authoritiés the twelfth
century, then ironically, persecution began coming from other so called
OChristiansO withthe RCC

" Bold individuals discerned truth from Scripture and confronted the many false
teachings of the RCC, such as: papal authority, transuiasgtam, purgatory, and
indulgences.

A. Pope Innocent 1[(1130D01143)

1. Berengarius (AL140 - began preaching the truths of Scripture in contrast
to the falsehoods of Rome.

2. Innocent Il took notice and encouraged the local authoritigsvie
Berengarius and his followers out of their territories.

“’Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Marfylis.
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Then, papal measures against so called OhereticsO began to intensify.
B. Pope Innocent 11{1198D1216)

1. Peter Waldo (France, ADL84) - was excommunicated for his stance against
the RCCOs teachings.

2. In 1208 Innocent Ill organized an official crusade against WaldoOs
followers, the Waldenses, andlilleighty Waldenses were burned at
the stake.

3. Innocent Il also conducted what he called a Holy War fi@®31229
against a similar group in France known as the Albigenses.

4. Waldo and the Albigenses battled ultimately against SatanOs enmity, the
father of lies (John 8:44nd blazed a trail for others to follow the
Scriptures, and GodOs truth prevailed.

C. Pope Gregory IX formally organized the papal Inquisition in 1231.

1. This was a medieval court established to prosecute those who opposed
teachings of th&CC.

2. Accused heretics would be arrested by local governmental authorities, stand
trial before the ecclesiastical court, and if convicted, their property would
be seized for church use and the individual would be burned at the stake.

3. Horiific methods were used in attempts to get them to renounce the faith, as
Foxe describes:

OEvery method of physical torture known or that can be imagined was
usedN such as stretching limbs on the rack; burning with live coals or
heated metals; breakinmers and toes; crushing feet and hands; pulling
out teeth; squeezing flesh with pincers; inserting hooks into fleshy parts
and pulling the hooks out through the flesh; cutting off small pieces of
flesh; sticking pins into the flesh; inserting pins unftlegernails or

toenails; tightening ropes around flesh until they cut through to the bone;
scourging with rods or various kinds of whips; beating with fists, rods,
and clubs; twisting limbs and dislocation joints. The methods used by the
sadistic inquisitcs are too numerous and horrendous to #5t.0

D. The Spanish Inquisition

1. It is estimated that near82,000were horrendously tortured and burned
alive.

2. In addition to these, there were so839,000who were physically
punished, plodered, and/or condemned.

“8roxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Marta.
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3. Foxe summarizes the extent of the Spanish Inquisition:

OBut there are no records of the multitudes who died in dungeons from
the torture; from being confined in filthy, diseased, rat and vermin
infested holes; from brokdsodies or broken hearts; or the millions of
lives who were dependent upon them for their survival, or who were
hurried to the grave by the death of the victims. That is a record that is
known only in heaven for the Day of Judgmetit.O

4. Thousands of ighful Spanish Christians steadfastly gazed past their
torturers to lookunto Jesus, the founder and perfecter of their faith
(Heb 12:12).

E. John Wycliffe, Oxford scholar, England (AD 13¥384)

1. He had numerous conflicts with, and threats from, the RCC because of his
stance on biblical truth.

2. Wycliffe did die of natural causes without being sentenced to death, but even
that is not the end of his stofy:.

F. John Huss, Bohemia, PA13721415)

1. Huss embraced the writings of Wycliffe which also put him in constant
opposition with the RCC.

2. He was eventually brought to trial at the Council of Constantéif

3. Before trying Huss, the council exhumed the body péliffe, burned it,
and threw his ashes into the Rhine River so as to erase any memory of
Wycliffe.

4. The council then turned on Huss, essentially scalping him and mockingly
placing a paper bishopOs miter on his head.

5. On the way to Biexecution, Huss was led past a blaze in which his books
were being burned.

6. After being chained to a stake, Huss cried out, OMy Lord Jesus Christ was
bound with a harder chain than this one for my sake, so why should | be
ashamed of thirusty chain?®

7. Huss sang a song of praise until his rejoicing voice was choked out by
smoke and flames.

8. HussOs courage gave birth to the Hussites who continued to follow his
teachings of the true doctrines of Scripture.

“Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Marty.
*Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martyz77.

*'Foxe, The New FoxeOs Book of Martyps.
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G. In attenpts to suppress biblical truth, the enemies of the cross actually
broadcasted it.

H. GodOs plan prevailed through his people in the face of persecution and
martyrdom.

Conclusion:

" Throughouthe spread of the gospel to the uttermost partiseoéarththe apostles
facal threats, court trials, imprisonment, seging, stoningmob riots and
eventually martyrdom

" Nonetheless, Christ founded his church through the power of the Holy Spirit at work
in obedient men who would not quit in the face of torture and physical death.

" Indeed, GodOs plan, GodOs message, and GodOs church have prevailed, and continue
to prevail through his faithful people.

" Do I have the faith to persevere in the face @i tdifficulty, and persecution

- OOA servant is not greater than his master.O If they persecuted me, they will also
persecute youQlohn 15:20.

- The apostles proved faithful to Christ to the end.
Now it is our turn to pick up the torch andseChrist without wavering!

- God has chosen us to glorify himself through our salvation and called us faithful
service.

- We can; yea, we must persevere to the end!
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Sermon10:

GodOs Plan Prevails through Saints Who Persevergdrthe Modern Era

Jesus told the disciples, OOA servant is not greater than his master.O If they persecuted
me, they will also persecute youO (John 15:20).

Jesus was crucified while adhering to the FatherOs plan.
" The apostles proved faithful to Christ and plan to the end.

Early Church history is full of the blood of martyrs who did not waver from GodOs
prevailing plan.

Testimonies of faithful saints continue into the modern era.

|. GodOs Plan PrevailBhrough Saints Who Persevered under Persecuth by
Kings and Queens.

A. William Tyndale England(AD 14941536)

1. Hewas the first to translate the Bible from Latin into English in 1525.

2.In violation of a decree from Holy Roman Emperor Charlesd in
accordwith King Henry VIII, Tyndale was sentenced to be strangled
and burned.

3. At his execution on October 6, 1536, Tyndale declared, OLord! Open the
king of England®s eye¥lO

B. During this era in Germany, Martin Luther initiated the Prote®afdrmation
against the RCC in AR517 Luther had many battles against the RCC, but did
die in peace at age 63 on February 18, 1546.

C. John FoxgEngland (AD 15161587)- wrote,FoxeOs Book of Martyrs

1. Foxea friend of Tyndale, had to flee the horrific persecution under the five
year reign of OBloodyO Mary | (AD 155358).

2. Heescaped to Basel, Switzerland were he wrot@bak of Martyrs

3. Upon MaryOs death, Foxe returned to England anadisfound
acceptance and distribution under Elizabeth | (AD 15683)>°

*2John FoxeThe New FoxeOs Book of Martyesyiitten and updated by HaroldGhadwick
(North Brunswick, NJ: Bridgé.ogos Publishers, 199,7133.

*3DC Talkand The Voice of the Martyrsesus Freaks: Sti@s of Revolutionaries Who
ChangedTheir World Fearing God, Not MafMinneapolis: Bethany House, 2002:18588.
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D. The Bible in English anBoxeOs Book of Martymave gone on to be
abundantly disseminated and have instructed and encouraged the church
for centuries.

E. GodOgruth and GodOs people have not only prevailed, but thrived.

Il. GodOs Plan Prevails through Saints Who Persevere in the Modern Era

" Sinee the enmity declared in Gesis3:15will not be settled until the culmination,
the spiritual warfare rages on.

" The testimonies of faithful martyrs hawepired perseverance in succeeding
generations of Christians into the modern era.

A. Richard and Sabina Wurmbrand

1. They were faithful servants of Christ in Romania during the World War II
period.

2. As the Russian armies invaded their country, the Wurmbrands and their
church passed out gospel booklets to Russian soldiers who entered by
train and tank.

3. After the war, the church had to exist underground to avoid persecution, and
the Communists used drugging, threats, and blackmail in attempts to get

believers to report on their brothers.

4. The Wurmbrands encouraged true believers to infiltrate the police in order to

inform the underground church of planned opposition

a. Believers also became undercover medical professionals to minister to

imprisoned Christians.

b. For these undercover Christians, bearing spite as one of the perceived

enemy was often as difficult as bearing suffering as a convicted
Christian.

5. Betweenl940196Q Richard Wurmbrand spent fourteen years in prison, yet
utilized his imprisonment to minister to fellow prisoners and to witness to

the guards.

6. Eventually, he founded the ministry, The Voice of the Martyrs, which
continues to this day to report on and support persecuted Christians
worldwide>*

%DC Talk,Jesus Freakss, 23, 21819.
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B. Rosa in communist Cuba 1999

1. Both RosaOs parents were atheists, heavily involved in the communist
government, and prohibited speaking the wGéadiin the home.

2. But RosaOs gregtandmother prayed for years for Rosa and she finally
accepted Jesus.

3. After Rosa beame a Christian, her mother started beating her and her father
disowned her.

4. When Rosa went away to school, she sowed the gospel and three friends
received Christ.

- They met secretly under a tree to share GodOs word and prayed that
others would come to know Christ.

5. Through it all, Rosa declares, OOur parents are blind in this atheistic system
and do not understand that we grow and make our own personal
decisions. Mine is Jesus Christ. | will be faithful even at the jifice
death!&

C. Christ continues to build his church in Africa.

1. Upon visiting Liberia and Sierra Leon, Tim Keesee reports,

Remarkable Christians in both those countries are leading, serving,
discipling, and multiplying themselves in the livasthers. All this in
countries wounded by war, steeped in demon worship and Islam, and
divided a hundred waffsa patchwork of people groups barely stitched
together by bad roads and worse governm@nts.

2. In Liberia during the civil war of the 1990seinis saw his father beheaded,
his brother shot in the back, and his house burned.

3. Yet, Dennis has overcome these difficulties and is today a faithful pastor to
his own people, the Loma.

- One of DennisOs disciples is a carpenter namehinfsen who came to
Christ out of devil worship.

4. Dennis and his team follow the mission strategy of the apostles in Acts:
before going into a new village, they pray, fast, and then send evangelists
two-by-two. They target the villages atehders most hardened to the
gospel so that once they receive Christ, the rest of the people have no fear
of becoming Christian.

5. The village of Malawu was known as the center of Satan worship, but after
prayer and fasting, God miraculousigened the peopleOs hearts to
salvation.

- Where Satan was once worshiped, a church now stands.

%DC Talk,Jesus Freaks37-88.

*Tim KeeseeDispatches from the Front: Stories of Gospel AdvandbénVorldOs Difficult
Places(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2014), 160.

*’KeeseeDispatches from the Front59-68.
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D. GodOs plan continues to prevail in Asia.

1. Pastor Li Di Xian of China has been arrested eighteen times in recent years
for working withhundreds of Chinese believers in the OillegalO house
churches.

2. He keeps a small suitcase packed in preparation for the next time he is
arrested®

3. In Vietham, evangelist To Dinh Trung has refused to accept early dismissal
from prison and return to his family because he is seeing many prisoners
receive Christ®

l1l. GodOs Plan Must Continue to Prevail through Us Today

A. The aforementioned are but a few of the thousands who have persevered in the
Christian faith hroughout the world and in every age.

B. This list of steadfast saints is like a modern day addendum to the OT heroes of
Hebrews 11, and time would fail to tell of them all (Heb 11°82).

C. In an effort to squelch GodOs plan, SatanOs emissegiestoally fortified the
faith of thousands and continued the growth of the true church.

D. As these servants were empowered by the Holy Spirit and faith to remain staunch
in their loyalty to Christ, so our generation is now called to the frendirthis

battle.

1. It is our turn to hold the truth, fight the enmity against Christ, and proclaim
ChristOs name before the world.

2. In so doing, we fulfill the purpose we were created and reddéGedOs
glory (Titus 2:1114; 1 Pet 2:912).

E. As we have inherited this testimony of perseverance from saints of old, let us in
our generation also prevail in the cause of Christ and so influence future
generations to endure until GodOs eternal plan is culminated.

F. By GodOs SjtirGodOs Word, and faith, we must remain steadfast for Christ in
spite of every one of SatanOs attempts to destxbyouke glory of God.

*8DC Talk,Jesus Freakss.
*DC Talk,Jesus Freakss.

For more testimonials of salvation and perseverance, consult WashedRed.com, OChanged
Lives: Testimonies of Lives Changed by Jesus Christ,O accessed December 5, 2016,
http://www.washedred.com/changeiels/, About.com > About Religion and Spirituality >
Christianity, OReal Life Testimonies,O accessed December 5; 20C6Ryle Light from Old Times,
accessed November 29, 20h@p://graceebooks.com/library/J.%20C.%20Ryle/
Light%20from%2001d%20Ties.pdf
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Conclusion

God is omnipotent and sovereign and will accomplish all his purposes in creation.
God created alhings by his will and for his glory (Rev 411).

The means by which he will be glorified in creation is the salvation of men and the
reclamation of creation.

To accomplish his glory through salvation, he has chosen men from before the
foundation of the world to be saved.

Those whom he has chosen he has drawn to him and given them the gift of faith to
respond to his calling.

The Holy Spirit generates new birth in believers, indwells them, aids them in
faithful obedience, andithe guarantee of their inheritance.

The true believer will prevail to the end because he is integrated into GodOs eternal
plan for his glory.

Thus, GodOs plan prevails in his people and through his people for his glory.
It is to this end wetrive.

Press on.

Weep no more.

Prevail to the end

N for the glory of God.
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ABSTRACT
TEACHING THE DOCTRINE OF PERSEVERANCE

TO THE GREAT LAKES BBLE CHURCH
OF HOLLY, MICHIGAN

Paul Nathaniel Vanamab.Ed.Min.
The Southern Batist Theological Seminarfpecember, 2017
Faculty SupervisoDr. Oren R.Martin

This projectsoughtto equip tle members of Great Lakes Bit@ldéurch of
Holly, Michigan with a knowledgeand disciplineof the Doctrine of Perseverance
Chapter Igavethe context of ministry, demonstrating strengths anakwesses, and why
this project wa necessary. Chaptepfovided a theological basis for perseverance. This
was a biblical theology oRewelation5:5 and demonstratdtbw GodOs plan has prevailed
throughout redemptive histoiin spite of SatanOs efforts to destro@litapter iscussd
how GodOs plan perseveres through his people. This chapter dedle\wighsevemce
of the saints, and provideckamples oindividuals throughout church histoayd in our
modernday who have prevailed in the faitirough difficulty and deatirhe objective of
this project wa to increase our peopleOs understanding of the magnitude of GodOs plan,
how that plan has unfolded within redemptive histtimgt they arericluded in GodOs
prevailing planand that theyoo can, will, andnust prevaiin GodOsternalplan.
Chapter 4describedhe project itselfdetailingthe sermon preparatioteaching
methodologyand curriculum developmer€hapter 5 evaluatetie effectivenessf the
project based on a completion of specified goals. Ultimately, this pmjestiedhe
equipping ofChristians with the knowledge of perseveraandamind set tcendurein

their ownfaith.
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