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PREFACE 

I have grown up in an era of history in which the church has undergone much 

transformation.  It has been an age of rethinking the way we do church.  Conferences 

touted successful leadership, networks, models, and resources that promised church 

growth.  Change, but not at the expense of the gospel or the Word of God, was the 

mantra.  These changes involved methods, programs, and strategies targeting the 

unreached and unchurched.  The theological communiqué of the church and about the 

church was greatly diminished in order to engage the seeker. Biblical mandates were 

replaced by marketing strategies, biblical leadership was replaced by corporate 

entrepreneurs, biblical preaching was replaced by motivational speaking, and the doctrines 

of the faith gave way to the felt needs of the individual.  This manifestation of the church 

appears to display the manifold wisdom of the created in lieu of the Creator God. 

We can be thankful that the church that Jesus Christ promised to build rests 

unequivocally in the power of His sovereign hands.  This church has “been built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone” 

(Eph 2:20).  The church and its membership must be properly defined and assimilated in 

accordance to the ecclesiological instruction revealed in the foundational teaching of the 

Word of God. 

Despite the efforts of men to rethink and grow the church according to their 

own standards and strategies, God continues the good work He predetermined and 

promised to complete.  It is this work of advancing the church that brought me to the 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary to engage a Doctor of Ministry in Applied 

Theology.  The theology of the church is not something to be diminished in order to 
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engage the culture.  To the contrary, the doctrines of faith must be robustly embraced and 

engaged for the faithful advancement of the church at home and abroad. 

The robust course of study in the doctoral program has effectively served to 

strengthen my role as a pastor-theologian.  The seminars allowed me to interact with 

ecclesiology, historical, and biblical theology, and provided excellent opportunities to 

engage these disciplines at the local church level.  This experience has not only served to 

deepen my life spiritually and theologically, but it thoroughly prepared me for the rigors 

of the ministry project. 

The successful completion of this ministry project would not have been 

possible without the faithful and ongoing support of my wife, Sherri, and our family, the 

members and regular attenders of Williams Creek Baptist Church, and the investment of 

the faculty and administrative staff of SBTS.  Most specifically, I would like to thank Dr. 

Jim Hamilton for his incredible investment of wisdom and encouragement throughout 

both the seminar and ministry project experience.  He graciously signed on as my faculty 

supervisor with an affirmation that we would complete this project for the glory of God. 

The longstanding conviction of God’s call upon my life has been to shepherd 

the church that Christ purchased with His own blood in accordance with “the faith which 

was once for all handed down to the saints” (Jude 1:3).  This faith has been entrusted to 

our generation to not only edify and build the church, but to faithfully uphold before 

subsequent generations until Christ returns.   

 

Mike Horner 

Williamstown, West Virginia 

December 2015 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION   

Purpose 

The purpose of this project was to implement a church membership course in 

order to equip the members and regular attenders of Williams Creek Baptist Church with 

a basic biblical ecclesiology for the church.  This process involved recruiting and 

surveying both members and regular attenders as participants at the church, developing a 

membership course based upon a biblical ecclesiology from Ephesians, enlisting elders 

for evaluative purposes, and implementing the membership course.   

Goals

This project served to accomplish three goals.  The first goal was to evaluate 

the existing knowledge of current members and regular attenders at Williams Creek 

regarding ecclesiology.  This goal was measured through the development of a 

knowledge-based survey of the church membership course material that was administered 

to current members and regular attenders prior to the implementation of the membership 

course.  This goal was deemed successful when 90 percent of the current members and 

regular attenders completed the knowledge-based survey. 

The second goal was to develop a church membership course based upon 

teaching from the book of Ephesians designed to equip the members and regular 

attenders of Williams Creek with a basic biblical ecclesiology for the church.  Williams 

Creek has never provided an assimilation course for potential members.  The ongoing 

benefit of this project would be the incorporation of this church membership course as the 

program for assimilation.  This goal was measured by the elders of Williams Creek 
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Baptist Church using a post course evaluation to assess the effectiveness of the course 

material.  This goal was deemed successful if the elders rated the course material with a 

score of 90 percent or above and unanimously approved the implementation of the course 

as the program for membership assimilation. 

The final goal was to implement a church membership course in order to equip 

members and regular attenders of Williams Creek Baptist with a basic ecclesiology for 

the church.  This course was presented for ten consecutive weeks during the Sunday 

morning worship service.  This goal was measured through re-administering the 

knowledge-based survey to the current members and regular attenders at the conclusion 

of the course in order to measure each participant’s knowledge gained from the course 

material.  This goal was deemed successful when the t-test proved there were positive 

statistical improvements present in the comparison of the surveys administered before 

and after the church membership course. 

Ministry Context

Williams Creek Baptist Church was founded with 85 charter members in 1994.  

Church membership at Williams Creek grew those 85 people to 115 from 1994 to 1997.  

The Church Ministry Profiles of Williams Creek Baptist Church from 1994 to 1999 

reveal a fluctuating membership trend during this time.  First, from 1994 to 1997, the 

church reported 21 baptisms and 32 transfers into the membership, but lost 23 members.  

Second, from 1998 to 1999, the church reported 12 baptisms, but lost 38 members, 

bringing total church membership to 89.  These statistics reveal a fluctuating and 

declining trend in membership that has continued since the beginning of the church. 

Williams Creek took steps to address this fluctuating and declining trend in 

membership with plans to offer a membership class and attempt to become more 

culturally relevant.  First, a revised church constitution from 1997 reveals a potential plan 

to provide a membership class for prospective members.  Relative to this project’s 

purpose, this church constitution states that one of the requirements for church 
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membership is “attendance at membership classes (when provided).”1  The 

implementation of a church membership class was never realized. 

Second, a 2010 historical theological survey of charter and/or early members 

present that during the time period of 1998 to 2000 there was an attempt to implement 

certain marketing principles that were being recommended in some of the popular books 

of the day in hopes of reversing this fluctuating and declining church membership trend.  

The effort to become more culturally relevant through these influences were cited as a 

detrimental factor to the health and growth of the church body.2

From the spring of 2001 to the spring of 2004, the church lost all but 7 of its 

original charter members, and total church attendance declined into the mid-forties.  

Amidst this continued decline, the founding pastor resigned in 2002.  I became the pastor 

of Williams Creek in the spring of 2004 following a brief interim by retired pastor, 

Claude Stephens.  Revitalization was greatly needed for the future of the church. 

The church was determined that revitalization would come through faithfulness 

to God and His Word and the establishment of a biblical ecclesiology for the church.  In 

the spring of 2004, Williams Creek set out to accomplish this goal in three specific ways: 

the exposition of God’s Word, the teaching of ecclesiological resources, and the 

implementation of a biblical church polity.   

First, I taught expositionally through the books of the Bible beginning with 

Acts.  This study provided an excellent orientation concerning the developments and 

advancement of the New Testament Church.  A series in Ephesians, 1 and 2 Corinthians, 

1 and 2 Peter, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus ensued, addressing biblical leadership, the form 

and function of the church, and the equipping of the church membership.   

1“Article VI-Membership, Section 2-Procedure for Admission to Membership, Point B,” 
Constitution and By-Laws (Williams Creek Baptist Church, Williamstown, WV, rev. June 1997), 3. 

2Michael S. Horner, results from a “Historical Theology Survey of Charter and/or Early 
Members of Williams Creek Baptist Church (March 2010).   
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Second, sound theological resources were engaged.  The leadership walked 

through Biblical Eldership by Alexander Strauch and 40 Questions about Elders and 

Deacons by Benjamin Merkle for the purpose of strengthening the leadership’s 

understanding of a biblical church polity.  The leadership also took the congregation 

through a couple of series based on The Deliberate Church by Mark Dever and What Is a 

Healthy Church Member by Thabiti Anyabwile, for the purpose of strengthening their 

understanding of a basic biblical ecclesiology for the church. 

Third, these foundational studies through the Bible and ecclesiological 

resources led to the implementation of a new church constitution in 2009, formalizing a 

biblical church polity for congregational rule, elder leadership, and diaconal ministry.     

Having taken these vital steps and evaluated the fluctuating trends and status of 

the church membership and those individuals who are not members, but attend on a 

regular basis, the leadership came to the following conclusions.  First, members and 

regular attenders who had come since 2009 had not benefited personally from the lessons 

and experiences gained during this time period focused on a biblical ecclesiology for the 

church.  Second, the church had been greatly deficient in providing any type of 

membership orientation or assimilation course since its inception.  Therefore, the leaders 

concluded that there was a great need to develop and implement a church membership 

course at Williams Creek Baptist Church.   

Rationale

Williams Creek Baptist Church is committed to a biblically-established vision 

for the church as God’s institution and has taken important steps toward accomplishing 

this end.  These steps have included a steady diet of expository preaching, teaching sound 

ecclesiological resources, adopting a biblical church polity, electing a plurality of 

biblically-qualified elders and deacons, and evaluating church members and attendees.  

While these steps have been crucial for shaping the vision and direction of Williams 

Creek Baptist, the ministry context has revealed a crucial need for equipping the people 
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through the implementation of a church membership course for many reasons. 

First, the people of Williams Creek Baptist Church needed to have a vision of 

the church that is biblically formulated.  The church is not a manmade organization, but 

the household of God built upon the foundation of the apostles and Jesus Christ as 

cornerstone (Eph 2:19-20).  It was essential to teach the people what the Bible reveals 

about the church’s existence as God’s institution through which He makes His manifold 

wisdom known (Eph 3:10).  A church membership course was needed to provide the 

people with a proper ecclesiology that is biblically formulated. 

Second, while important steps have been taken to shape the vision and 

direction of Williams Creek Baptist Church regarding the membership, many of the new 

people had not benefited from walking through the teaching and the experiences of the 

vision implementation process.  A church membership course served to unite the both 

members and regular attenders around a basic biblical ecclesiology.  

Finally, a church membership course was needed to strengthen individual 

commitment to the health, growth, and ministry of Williams Creek Baptist.  The church 

is described as a body with many parts (1 Cor 12:12-14).  Every regenerate believer is a 

spiritually-gifted member of the corporate body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27).  Therefore, a 

church membership course would help each member recognize the profound impact of 

their lives upon the greater community of the local church.  

Definitions

Three key definitions concerning ecclesiology were utilized for the purposes of 

this project.  These definitions are as follows:  

The church.  In “The Doctrine of the Church,” Mark Dever states, “The church 

is the body of people called by God’s grace through faith in Christ to glorify him together 

by serving him in the world.”3

3Mark E. Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” in A Theology for the Church, ed. Daniel Akin 
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Church membership.  In The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s 

Love: Reintroducing the Doctrines of Church Membership and Discipline, Jonathan 

Leeman describes church membership:

Church membership is (1) a covenant of union between a particular church and a 
Christian, a covenant that consists of (2) the church’s affirmation of the Christian’s 
gospel profession, (3) the church’s promise to give oversight to the Christian, and 
(4) the Christian’s promise to gather with the church and submit to its oversight.4

Assimilation. In The Purpose Driven Church: Growth without Compromising 

Your Message and Mission, Rick Warren declares, “Assimilation is the task of moving 

people from an awareness of your church to attendance at your church to active 

membership in your church.”5

Limitations and Delimitations 

The project contained the following limitations and delimitations.  First, the 

total time allotted for the project was limited to fifteen weeks.  While surveys and focus 

groups provided immediate feedback concerning the effectiveness of the materials and 

marked change in the participants, a proper evaluation of the impact upon each individual 

and the membership as a whole will be discerned over a greater period of time. 

Second, the scope of the church membership course was limited to a basic 

ecclesiology for the church.  The ministry context revealed a clear need for such an 

orientation process, but can only serve as a summary introduction to individuals who 

come from a variety of religious or non-religious backgrounds.  The desired outcomes of 

the church membership course, such as centering individuals with varied backgrounds 

around a central vision, the assimilation of regular attenders into the membership, or the 

(Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2007), 768. 

4Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love: Reintroducing the 
Doctrine of Church Membership and Discipline (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 217. 

5Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church: Growth without Compromising Your Message and 
Mission (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 309. 
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strengthening of current membership commitment to the church, was advanced by this 

project but will involve more time and other variables to be further realized. 

Third, the specific participant pool for the project was delimited to members or 

regular attenders of Williams Creek Baptist Church.  These specific groups represented 

individuals targeted in the project goals.  The project required individual commitment to 

both surveys, participant orientation, the course material evaluation, and participation in 

the greater majority of the teaching series. 

Research Methodology

The first goal involved the development of a knowledge-based survey, 

derivative of the church membership course material, and was used to evaluate each 

participant’s knowledge of ecclesiology at Williams Creek Baptist.  This survey consisted 

of introductory information about each participant and their religious background, sixteen 

multiple choice questions testing ecclesiological understanding, and four short answer 

questions designed to assess participant thinking about the church and their involvement.  

This survey was administered to participants twice throughout the project.  The first time 

occurred during week 2 of the project schedule and the second time at the completion of 

the church membership course material. 

In order to successfully accomplish the first goal, the survey was distributed 

with a letter of invitation to each member and regular attendee of the church.  During 

week 1, participants were recruited from the current members and regular attenders of 

Williams Creek Baptist.  Participants had an opportunity to attend an orientation in week 

2 where they were instructed to complete the survey, reviewed an outline of the 

membership course sessions, and received a study guide for the session 1 introduction.  

Any participants unable to attend this orientation were able to access both the 

introduction and the study guides on the church’s website and follow up with me 

concerning any questions or need for clarification. 
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The participants were instructed at the orientation to complete the study guide 

for the session 1 introduction during the third week of the project schedule.  

Subsequently, participants received a study guide handout for each week, which also 

included preparation for the next session.  Participants were encouraged to set aside time 

each week to review the study guide.  These handouts provided central Scripture texts, 

outlines, and other related materials that allowed each participant to interact with the 

subject matter prior to each session.  

Central to the project methodology and the second goal was the implementation 

of a church membership course that was divided into ten weekly sessions, presenting a 

basic biblical ecclesiology from the book of Ephesians.  Utilizing a post course 

evaluation employing a rubric model (3 points being the highest score), four elders 

assessed the effectiveness of the church membership course material concerning the 

categories of course material organization, study guide handouts, a basic biblical 

ecclesiology, introductory information about Williams Creek, and the employment of 

appropriate resources.  Additionally, they assessed the ongoing benefit of incorporating 

this course as the program for assimilating members at Williams Creek Baptist. 

Finally, to measure the success of the third goal, each participant received the 

same knowledge-based survey at the conclusion of the church membership course, which 

was measured against the pre-course survey in order to assess participant growth.  

Conclusion

The following chapters present the biblical and theological, and the theoretical 

and sociological research for the ministry project.  In addition, the implementation and 

results of the ministry project are represented.  The completion of this project has not 

only proven to be highly beneficial for the ongoing work of assimilation at Williams 

Creek Baptist Church, but it has also served to strengthen church and member identity, 

doctrinal unity, and individual commitment and investment in the local church.  May it be 

effective in strengthening the greater body of Christ.  
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CHAPTER 2 

BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL SUPPORT FOR 
TEACHING ECCLESIOLOGY  

The apostle Paul declares that the church exists “so that the manifold wisdom 

of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in 

the heavenly places” (Eph 3:10).1  This manifold wisdom of God must construct the 

church’s ecclesiology.  The greatness of God and His eternal purpose to redeem a people 

for His own possession must shape each believer’s understanding of the church.  At the 

center of the church’s existence is the eternal purpose of God, as John Stott rightly 

explains, 

[T]he church lies at the very center of the eternal purpose of God.  It is not a divine 
afterthought.  It is not an accident of history.  On the contrary, the church is God’s 
new community.  For his purpose, conceived in a past eternity, being worked out in 
history, and perfected in a future eternity, is not just to save isolated individuals and 
so perpetuate our loneliness, but rather to build his church, that is, to call out of the 
world a people for his own glory.2

Stott represents that the church exists and is inextricably tied to its sovereign 

Creator and His election of a people for His own possession.  Sadly, the theology of the 

church has fallen on hard times in this present age.  According to David Wells, “The 

fundamental problem in the evangelical world today is that God rests too inconsequentially 

upon the church.  His truth is too distant, his grace too ordinary, his judgment is too 

benign, his gospel is too easy, and his Christ is too common.”3  Marketers of the church 

1Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible. 

2John Stott, The Living Church-Convictions of a Lifelong Pastor (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 2007), 19. 

3David F. Wells, God in the Wasteland: The Reality of Truth in a World of Fading Dreams
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1994), 28. 
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have thought it not only necessary, but even appropriate, to “rethink”4 the way church is 

done in the modern and postmodern era.  This marketing mindset has tragically resulted 

in the church becoming a man-centered and pragmatically-driven institution.  Mark 

Dever offers a following perspective on the pragmatism and antagonism of the 

postmodern age: 

Today many local churches are adrift in the shifting currents of pragmatism.  They 
assume that the immediate felt response of non-Christians is the key indicator of 
success.  At the same time, Christianity is being rapidly disowned in the culture at 
large, as evangelism is characterized as intolerant and portions of biblical doctrine 
are classified as hate speech.  In such antagonistic times, the felt needs of non-
Christians can hardly be considered reliable gauges, and conforming to the culture 
will mean loss of the gospel itself.5

A proper ecclesiology of the church must not find its orientation in these 

shifting currents of pragmatism and the antagonistic mindset of a fallen world.  A proper 

ecclesiology must originate with God.  God must transform thinking concerning the 

proper form and function of His church by His Word.  John MacArthur asserts, 

“Ephesians focuses on the basic doctrine of the church—what it is and how believers 

function within it.”6  Therefore, this chapter presents the biblical and theological support 

for teaching ecclesiology in the local church as presented in Ephesians.   

Ephesians introduces the church as a people for God’s own possession, which 

is essential for understanding why it exists and how it should function in the world.  

Ephesians also demonstrates how the church comes to exist through God’s life-giving 

grace.  The church is a people built as a holy temple upon God’s Word and remains in 

this world displaying God’s manifold wisdom.  Finally, Ephesians reveals how God has 

given the church leaders to equip His people for service in order that they might walk 

4David F. Wells, The Courage to Be Protestant: Truth-Lovers, Marketers, and Emergents in 
the Postmodern World (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2008), 222. 

5Mark E. Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” in A Theology for the Church, ed. Daniel Akin 
(Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2007), 767. 

6John MacArthur, Ephesians, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 
1986), viii. 
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redemptively as citizens of His kingdom.  These defining characteristics of the church are 

examined with regard to Ephesians 1:1-14, 2:1-10, 2:11-22, 3:1-13, 4:1-16, and 5:1-21. 

Ephesians 1:1-14 

The church exists as the possession of God and consists of individuals who 

have been chosen in Christ and “sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is 

given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own 

possession, to the praise of His glory” (Eph 1:13b-14).  MacArthur contends that “the 

great, overriding purpose of God’s redemption of men is the rescuing of what is His own 

possession.”7  The apostle Paul proves that the church is a people for God’s own 

possession in Ephesians 1:1-14 by identifying them as a people chosen by God, in Christ, 

before the foundation of the world, sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, and for the 

praise of His glory. 

First, God has chosen a people for His own possession.  Paul writes, “Blessed 

be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the 

foundation of the world” (Eph 1:3-4a).  The word chose is εκλεγομαι (eklegomai), which 

Williams Mounce translates as “to choose as the recipients of special favor and privilege.”8

Frank Thielman clarifies, “God’s choice of his people is a traditional Jewish idea, with 

roots firmly planted in Israel’s Scriptures: ‘It is you the LORD has chosen out of all the 

peoples on the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.’”9

7MacArthur, Ephesians, 36. 

8William D. Mounce and Robert H. Mounce, The Zondervan Greek and English Interlinear 
New Testament (KJV/NIV) (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2008), 1054. 

9Frank Thielman, Ephesians, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2010), 48. 
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Opinions differ as to the whether the noun translated “possession” should be 

understood in the active or passive sense.  Harold Hoehner affirms the passive sense of 

the noun, explaining, “In the present context the believers are considered God’s 

possession by the very fact that he has chosen, redeemed, and adopted them.”10  Other 

translations which support this view include “the redemption of the purchased 

possession” (Eph 1:14b KJV), “the redemption of God’s own possession” (Eph 1:14b 

ASV), and “redemption as God’s own people” (Eph 1:14b NRSV).  This view finds 

further corroboration in Peter’s declaration: “But you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession” (1 Pet 2:9).  The church as 

God’s possession consists of those people who have been chosen in Christ. 

Second, God has chosen a people for His own possession in Christ.  Paul asserts 

that God “chose us in Him” (Eph 1:4a).  A Christocentric pattern emerges here whereby 

the election of God’s possession is found “in Him,” “in Christ,” and “of Jesus.”  Whereas 

the term “in Him” is used thirty times in Pauline literature, “in Christ” is used eighty-

eight times, and “of Jesus” is used twelve.  In the present context, Paul introduces himself 

to the Ephesians as “an apostle of Jesus” (Eph 1:1a) and describes the church as those 

“who are faithful in Christ Jesus” (Eph 1:1b), chosen “in Him” (Eph 1:4a), blameless 

“before Him” (Eph 1:4b), and redeemed “in Him” (Eph 1:7a).  Additionally, God’s grace 

has been “freely bestowed on us in the Beloved” (Eph 1:6b) and all things are ultimately 

summed up “in Christ” (Eph 1:10).  God’s choosing of His people in Christ must be 

understood within the context of God’s relationship with the Beloved.  

Jesus Christ is the Beloved through whom God’s grace has been “freely 

bestowed on us” (1:6b).  Matthew, in fulfillment of Isaiah 42:1-4, writes, “Behold, My 

Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased” (Matt 

10Harold W. Hoehner, Ephesians: An Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002), 
244. 



13 

12:18a).  Thielman sees an important connection between Matthew’s use of the 

designation “chosen” and “Beloved” from Isaiah 42:1-3 with Paul’s use of these terms:  

Matthew’s paraphrase of Isa. 42:1-4, the concepts of God’s election, his good 
pleasure, and his beloved all converge, much as they do in Eph. 1:4-6, and Matthew 
applies all of this to Jesus. . . .  Paul’s use of the term “beloved” reflects this same 
alternation between a chosen and “beloved” individual and God’s chosen and 
“beloved” people.11

Jesus is the Chosen and Beloved of the Father.  The Father declares, “This is My Son, My

Chosen One; listen to Him” (Luke 9:35) and “this is My beloved Son, in whom I am 

well-pleased” (Matt 3:17b).  Peter O’Brien states, “‘Beloved’ marks out Christ as the 

supreme object of the Father’s love.”12  The relationship between the Father and Son is 

inextricably tied to the election of God’s people.  He clearly makes this connection when 

he quotes Hosea: “I will call those who were not My people, ‘My people,’ And her who 

was not beloved, ‘beloved’” (Rom 9:25).  In the Beloved, the chosen will become holy 

and blameless, redeemed by His blood, and part of His body. 

God chose His people in Him so “that we would be holy and blameless before 

Him” (Eph 1:4c).  Christ has “reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order 

to present you before Him holy and blameless” (Col 1:22a).  Bryan Chapell asserts, “Not 

only does our union with Christ remove our blemishes; it also supplies his righteousness.  

We are ‘holy’ and blameless before the Father.  The righteousness that was Christ’s 

through his perfect obedience is imputed to us.”13  God has chosen His people to have 

redemption through Christ’s blood. 

God chose His people in Him to “have redemption through His blood” (Eph 

1:7a).  Christ has purchased the church with His blood.  The Ephesian elders were 

11Thielman, Ephesians, 54. 

12Peter T. O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, The Pillar New Testament Commentary 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1991), 104.

13Bryan Chapell, Ephesians, Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R, 
2009), 23. 
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charged “to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 

20:28).  This purchase, acquired through Christ’s blood, is attributed here to God.  

Mounce defines απολυτροις (apolytrosis) as “a deliverance procured by the payment of a 

ransom.”14  Darrell Bock describes this ransom as the cost God provided in the giving of 

His Son for the church: 

That Jesus purchased the church with his blood underscores the cost that God 
incurred to establish the church.  Jesus “purchased” (περιεποτησατο, periepotesato) 
it with his own life (literally, αιματοσ, haimatos, blood).  The verse does not 
explicitly mention the title “Son” but rather speaks of God’s giving his own to gain 
the church.  The image implies sonship.  The picture is like what Abraham had been 
willing to do with Isaac (Gen. 22), only here God does carry out the offering so that 
others can benefit from the sacrifice. . . .  Thus the acquiring of the church had as its 
basis a substitution of God’s own for those God would bring to eternal life.15

The ransom procured through the blood of Christ secures eternally “the forgiveness of 

our trespasses” (Eph 1:7b).  The blood of the cross effects a new covenant whereby God 

declares “I will be merciful to their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more” 

(Heb 8:12).  MacArthur explains that God “has established peace with man through the 

blood of the cross . . . by that cross an eternal covenant was made . . . so the blood of 

Jesus our Lord is eternally powerful.”16  Through His own blood, Jesus purchased His 

own body, the church. 

God chose His people in Him to be united in Christ as one body: “God has 

made known to us the mystery of His will” (Eph 1:9a).  What is this mystery that has 

now been revealed?  Paul states, “To be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and 

fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 

the gospel” (Eph 3:6).  God “put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as 

14Mounce and Mounce, The Zondervan Greek and English Interlinear New Testament, 1019.  

15Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 2007), 630. 

16John MacArthur, Hebrews, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 
1983), 451. 
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head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in 

all” (Eph 1:22-23).  Paul clarifies, “Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members 

of it” (1 Cor 12:27).  Thus, individual members of the church constitute and function as 

one body.  Russell Moore, citing Tom Nettles, writes, “Even the New Testament doctrine 

of individual election has to do with corporate relationships within the covenant 

community of the church.”17  This covenant community known as the church was chosen 

by God before the foundation of the world. 

Third, God has chosen a people for His own possession “before the foundation 

of the world” (Eph 1:4a).  According to F. F. Bruce, “This phrase (or a similar one) 

appears a number of times in the NT, but only here in the Pauline corpus.  It denotes the 

divine act of election as taking place in eternity.”18  God “has saved us and called us with 

a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace 

which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity” (2 Tim 1:9).  Kenneth Keathly 

asks, “How could God call us before we ever existed?  Paul supplies the answer: we were 

elected in Christ Jesus.  God elected his own Son, who is our representative, and we find 

our election in him.”19  God predestined His people to adoption. 

God “predestined His people to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 

Himself” (Eph 1:5a).  Mounce translates the word προοριζο (proorizo) as “to limit or 

mark out beforehand.”20  MacArthur rightly asserts here that “God elected us before the 

foundation of the world.  Before the creation, the Fall, the covenants, or the law, we were 

sovereignly predestined by God to be His.  He designed the church, the Body of His Son, 

17Russell D. Moore, The Kingdom of Christ: The New Evangelical Perspective (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway, 2004), 154. 

18F. F. Bruce, The Epistles to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians, The New 
International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984), 254. 

19Kenneth Keathley, “The Work of God: Salvation,” in A Theology for the Church, 689. 

20Mounce and Mounce, The Zondervan Greek and English Interlinear New Testament, 1150. 
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before the world began.”21  Therefore, this adoption is not founded in the will of the flesh 

or the will of man but “according to the kind intention of His will” (Eph 1:5b).  John 

writes, “As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, 

even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the 

flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).  Thomas Schreiner explains how 

this adoption sets the chosen possession apart from the world: 

Believers are children of the promise and thus are truly children of God in contrast 
to those who are children of the flesh (Rom. 9:8).  Those who forsake evil and 
remove themselves from evildoers are God’s sons and daughters (2 Cor. 6:18).  
Believers are children of “light” (Eph. 5:8) and children of light and day (1 Thess. 
5:5), and hence they are to live in a new way.22

God adopted His chosen people “according to the kind intention of His will” 

(Eph 1:5b).  God’s will in the election of a people for Himself is grounded, not in the 

character or actions of the ones He chose, but solely in His love and grace.  Through 

Moses the Lord declared to Israel: “The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you 

because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all 

peoples, but because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your 

forefathers” (Deut 7:7-8a).  God has now “made known to us the mystery of His will” 

(Eph 1:9a) “with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times” (Eph 

1:10a), bringing both Jews and Gentiles together as His people.  This union was made 

possible through “the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace 

which He lavished on us” (Eph 1:7b-8a).  Chapell notes,  

While wisdom and understanding . . . regarding himself and his ways are surely 
benefits that God grants to us when he redeems us, in this particular case he seems 
to be measuring the lavishness of his grace by saying that he grants it despite his 
insight into us.23

21MacArthur, Ephesians, 13.

22Thomas R. Schreiner, New Testament Theology: Magnifying God in Christ (Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 2008), 366-67. 

23Chapell, Ephesians, 36. 
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“God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us” (Rom 5:8).   

Fourth, God has chosen a people for His own possession who are “sealed in 

Him with the Holy Spirit of promise” (Eph 1:13).  Gordon Fee writes, “The Spirit, and 

the Spirit alone, marks off the people of God as his own possession in the present 

eschatological age.”24  The Lord promised the outpouring of His Spirit in the last days, 

declaring, “It will come about after this That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind” 

(Joel 2:28a).  Jesus called the Spirit the Helper and said that when He comes He “will 

convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8).  Andreas 

Kostenberger, citing Ridderbos, notes, “The world’s deepest misery and lostness [do] not 

consist in its moral imperfection but its estrangement from God . . . and unbelief as the 

quintessential sin for which there is no remedy and which will incur sure judgment.”25

Paul identifies those who are sealed by the Spirit as those who “after listening to the 

message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—[have] . . . believed” (Eph 1:13a).  The 

Spirit “is given as a pledge of our inheritance” (Eph 1:14a) to all true believers. 

Finally, God has chosen a people for His own possession “to the praise of His 

glory” (Eph 1:12b).  God is to be praised because he has summed up all things in Christ 

“according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will” (Eph 1:11b) 

and sealed His people “with the Holy Spirit of promise” (Eph 1:13b), until the day He 

redeems them.  According to MacArthur, the church exists “to serve Him and to praise 

Him.  We are saved to be restored to the intended divine purpose of creation—to bear the 

image of God and bring Him greater glory.”26  Schreiner clarifies that “God’s salvation is 

24Gordon D. Fee, God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in the Letters of Paul
(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1994), 670. 

25Andreas Kostenberger, John, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2004), 472.

26MacArthur, Ephesians, 36. 
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not . . . his ultimate work.  Three times Paul explains that the redemptive benefits are for 

the praise and glories of God’s grace (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14).”27

Ephesians 2:1-10 

The church is a people for God’s own possession who are regenerate by God’s 

life-giving grace.  B. B. Warfield defines regeneration as a “radical and complete 

transformation wrought in the soul . . . by God the Holy Spirit . . . by virtue of which we 

become ‘new men’ . . . in knowledge and holiness of truth created after the image of 

God.”28  Paul establishes how God, through the power of His life-giving work of 

regeneration, has made a people for Himself from those who were formerly dead in their 

trespasses and sins, but are now made alive in Christ by His mercy and grace.   

First, apart from the power of God’s life-giving grace, the members of Christ’s 

body “were dead in [their] trespasses and sins” (Eph 2:1).  This death does not signify a 

physical expiration, but the spiritual state of the unregenerate.  Chapell notes, “Paul takes 

for granted our understanding that we are by nature born dead in sin.  We inherit the 

fallen nature of Adam by which we are spiritually separate from God and subject to the 

desires of the world.”29  Those who are spiritually dead are “excluded from the life of 

God” (Eph 4:18b).  God’s chosen people once walked and lived in an unregenerate state. 

The unregenerate walk “according to the course of this world” (Eph 2:2a).  

Hoehner states, “The unregenerate are found ‘conforming to the standards of the present 

world order.’ . . .  They are concerned only with activities and values of the present age 

and are not concerned with God and eternal values.”30  Accordingly, they love this world 

27Schreiner, New Testament Theology, 146. 

28B. B. Warfield, Biblical and Theological Studies (Philadelphia: P & R, 1952), 351. 

29Chapell, Ephesians, 80. 

30Hoehner, Ephesians, 310-11. 
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and “the love of the Father is not in [them]. For all that is in the world, the lust of the 

flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is 

from the world” (1 John 2:15b-16).  The unregenerate walk under the control of Satan. 

The unregenerate walk “according to the prince of the power of the air” (Eph 

2:2b).  Thielman asserts that Satan “rules both the demonic realm and the spiritual force 

that powerfully pervades that realm.”31  He “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour” (1 Pet 5:8) and his demonic influence is presently at work in “the 

sons of disobedience” (Eph 2:2c).  Under Satan’s reign and “domain of darkness” (Col 

1:13), the unregenerate live according to the lust of the flesh. 

The unregenerate live according to “the lusts of [the] flesh, indulging the desires 

of the flesh and of the mind” (Eph 2:3b).  Paul recognized “that nothing good dwells in 

me, that is, in my flesh” (Rom 7:18a).  According to Hoehner, “when the word flesh is 

used in such a context it refers to the corrupt human nature, or, more in general, to 

anything apart from Christ on which one bases his hope for happiness or salvation.”32

Paul contends that “the mind set on the flesh is death” (Rom 8:7) and that living in such a 

state “we were by nature children of wrath” (Eph 2:3). 

The unregenerate are “by nature children of wrath” (Eph 2:3c).  This statement 

reveals the horrible state in which the unregenerate exist before God.  Hoehner suggests 

that the text “is saying that unbelievers have a close relationship to God’s wrath rather than 

God himself. . . .  Humans deserve God’s wrath because when they could know God, 

they willfully turned away.”33  Recognizing this egregious position before the holy God, 

Paul emphasizes, “Among them we too all formerly lived” (Eph 2:3a).  Such would be 

31Thielman, Ephesians, 125. 

32Hendricksen, Galatians and Ephesians, 115. 

33Hoehner, Ephesians, 324. 
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the eternal condition of every human being apart from the intervention of God, who by 

His mercy and grace “made us alive together in Christ” (Eph 2:5b). 

Second, because of the power of God’s life-giving grace, the members of 

Christ’s body are “alive together with Christ” (Eph 2:5b).  The regeneration of every 

believer is made possible through God, who “being rich in mercy, because of His great 

love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us 

alive together with Christ” (Eph 2:4-5a).  Causality in regeneration is established solely 

in the sovereign work of God.  Matthew Barrett asserts that through this divine work “the 

Father effectually draws his elect to his Son (John 6:65) and God, by the power of the 

Spirit, makes sinners dead in their trespasses alive together with Christ (Eph 2:5, 10).”34

According to Moore, it is noteworthy to recognize that the redeemed are made alive 

“together”:   

The purpose of Paul’s teaching here is not simply to expound on the way of individual 
redemption, but also to demonstrate how sinful, wrath-deserving individuals find 
themselves in a new community, “the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all.”35

The regeneration of this new community is rooted in the resurrection of Christ.  

The regenerate have been “raised . . . up with Him, and seated . . . with Him in 

the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph 2:6).  Sinclair Ferguson notes, “Regeneration is 

causally rooted in the resurrection of Christ (1 Pet. 1:3). Like produces like; our 

regeneration is the fruit of Christ’s resurrection.”36  Spiritually, believers have been raised 

from death to life with Christ for “He made [us] alive together with Him, having forgiven 

us all our transgressions” (Col 2:13b).  James Hamilton clarifies, “This is the power at 

34Matthew Michael Barrett, “Reclaiming Monergism: The Case for Sovereign Grace in 
Effectual Calling and Regeneration” (Ph.D. diss., The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2011), 16. 

35Moore, The Kingdom of Christ, 154. 

36Sinclair B. Ferguson, The Holy Spirit-Contours of Christian Theology (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 1996), 119. 
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work in believers (1:19), a power that saves through the judgment of evil, triumphs over 

death, and preserves to the end.”37  Grace and faith serve as the basis of regeneration. 

The regenerate “by grace . . . have been saved through faith; and that not of 

[ourselves], it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph 

2:8-9).  There is no room for boasting because grace and faith are afforded to the redeemed 

as the complete and free gift of God.  Thielman contends, “Faith is not something that 

people offer to God and with which God’s grace then cooperates to save them.  Rather, 

faith is aligned with grace, and both faith and grace stand over against anything that human 

beings can offer God.”38  The recognition that the work of regeneration does not originate 

with man, but with God alone, should engender the highest praise of His people who 

have been chosen in Christ “before the foundation of the world” (Eph 1:4b).  According 

to John Piper, “Our saving faith was ‘received.’  It is a gift of God.  It was purchased for 

us by Christ, more specifically, by the blood of the covenant.”39  And with His precious 

blood He purchased “men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Rev 5:9b) 

who corporately comprise the church, who were “created in Christ Jesus for good works” 

(Eph 2:10b).  

Finally, the regenerate “are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works” (Eph 2:10a).  Thielman clarifies, “The salvation of Paul and his readers is entirely 

God’s gift because . . . they are God’s ποιημα (poiema, creation).”40  Paul declares, “If 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things 

37James M. Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation through Judgment: A Biblical Theology
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 482. 

38Thielman, Ephesians, 143. 

39John Piper, “My Glory I Will Not Give to Another-Preaching The Fullness of Definite 
Atonement to the Glory of God,” in From Heaven He Came and Sought Her-Definite Atonement in 
Historical, Biblical, Theological, and Pastoral Perspective, ed. David Gibson and Jonathan Gibson 
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 643. 

40Thielman, Ephesians, 145. 
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have come” (2 Cor 5:17).  The old things that have been put to death are trespasses and 

sins which were associated with the believer’s life prior to redemption.  The new things 

are associated with the redeemed who have been created “for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them” (Eph 2:10b).  Hoehner rightly 

observes, “If no good works are evident, it may indicate that that one is not a believer, 

because what God has purposed in the believer is not being accomplished.  Works are not 

the means of salvation—only faith is.  But works are an evidence of salvation.”41

Ephesians 2:11-22 

The church is a people for God’s own possession who are built into a holy 

temple upon God’s Word.  This holy temple, which consists of the unified members of 

the body of Christ, is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

Himself being the corner stone” (Eph 2:19).  How does God take both Jews and Gentiles, 

who exist at enmity with one another and with God, and reconcile them together as one 

people with Himself?  Paul answers this question by describing the Gentiles former state 

prior to their conversion in Christ, explaining how Jews and Gentiles have been reconciled 

with one another and with God in Christ, and finally how the people for God’s own 

possession are built into a holy temple upon God’s Word.  

Paul calls the Gentiles to remember their former state prior to their conversion 

in Christ.  First, the Gentiles “who are called the ‘Uncircumcision’ by the so-called 

‘Circumcision’” (Eph 2:11), “were at that time separate from Christ” (Eph 2:12).  

Hendriksen describes this prior state as a time of “groping in the darkness, filth, and 

despair of sin.”42 Now this wretched state is the position of all men, both Jew and Gentile, 

who are separated from Christ.  Paul recognized that the commonwealth of Israel had 

41Hoehner, Ephesians, 349-50. 

42Hendricksen, Galatians and Ephesians, 129. 
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been “entrusted with the oracles of God” (Rom 3:2), and as O’Brien notes, “These oracles 

spoke of this Messiah.”43  Gentiles were excluded from the commonwealth of Israel. 

Second, the Gentiles were “excluded from the commonwealth of Israel” (Eph 

2:12).  Commonwealth is translated from the word πολιτεια (politeia) which also means 

citizenship.  The Jews enjoyed both a spiritual (Exod 19:5-6) and national (Gen 12:2) 

distinction as God’s chosen people.  The Abrahamic covenant would be ratified with 

circumcision “which is performed in the flesh by human hands” (Eph 2:11).  Paul would 

clarify that “he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the 

heart, by the Spirit” (Rom 2:29).  This circumcision of the heart would identify the true 

citizens of God’s kingdom.  Although the Gentiles would become “fellow citizens with 

the saints, and are of God’s household” (Eph 2:19), they were strangers to the covenants.  

Third, the Gentiles were “strangers to the covenants of promise” (Eph 2:12).  

Thielman suggests here that  

Israel’s possession of ‘the covenants of promise’ was a significant privilege because 
these covenants marked out the pathway of God’s saving purposes. . . .  Gentiles, 
because of their position outside Israel, had no access to Israel’s Scriptures and 
therefore no clear access to the saving purposes of God.44

Finally, they lived with “no hope and without God in the world” (Eph 2:12).  

Ephesus was not without religion.  For example, Demetrius, the silversmith, was allying 

the city against Paul whose message was adversely impacting the worship of the false 

god Artemis.  There was concern that “the temple of the great goddess Artemis be regarded 

as worthless and that she whom all of Asia and the world worship will even be dethroned 

from her magnificence” (Acts 19:27).  MacAthur asserts, “The problem was not that the 

Gentiles had no god but that they did not have the true God . . . to be caught in that 

system without God is to be hopeless.”45  Christ would unite both Jews and Gentiles. 

43O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 188. 

44Thielman, Ephesians, 157. 

45MacArthur, Ephesians, 74. 
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The church is the body of Christ who has reconciled both Jews and Gentiles as 

one people.  Having reminded the Gentiles of their condition apart from Christ, Paul 

continues, “But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought 

near” (Eph 2:13a).  Chapell notes, “‘Christ’ is the New Testament term for the promised 

Messiah.  Paul uses the term to remind these church people that, as a consequence of their 

birth, they were not natural parties to the rescue God had promised his people by the 

coming Christ.”46  Most significantly, people who had no hope in God and were separate 

from Christ have “been brought near by the blood of Christ” (Eph 13b).  Hoehner makes 

the connection that “by the blood of Israel’s promised Messiah, reconciliation was 

accomplished.”47

Second, Paul illustrates how “both groups” (Eph 2:14) have become one in 

Christ with each other and God.  This union was made through Jesus who “broke down 

the barrier of the dividing wall” (Eph 2:14).  Although a dividing wall separated the outer 

court of the Gentiles from the inner court of the Jews at the Temple, the text reveals that 

the hostility between the two groups was due to “the enmity, which is the Law of 

commandments contained in ordinances” (Eph 2:15).  Where hostility once existed 

between both groups and with God, Christ established peace “by abolishing in His flesh 

the enmity” (Eph 2:15a).  Hoehner makes an important clarification:  

The whole context is speaking about a community of faith, believing Jews and 
believing Gentiles.  Both believing Jews and believing Gentiles have been united 
into one body. . . .  The text is clear.  Only those in Christ Jesus, whether they had 
been near or far, are brought near by the blood of Christ.  The union is not between 
Jews and Gentiles but between redeemed Jews and Gentiles who are in Christ.48

Jesus would “reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it having put 

to death the enmity” (Eph 2:16).  Note here that Jesus is not only our peace and the One 

46Chapell, Ephesians, 96. 

47Hoehner, Ephesians, 363. 

48Ibid., 381. 
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who establishes peace, but that He “came and preached peace to you who were far away, 

and peace to those who were near” (Eph 2:17). 

Finally, the text reveals how the people for God’s own possession are built into 

a holy temple upon God’s Word.  Those who respond to the gospel of peace preached by 

Christ and His followers “are no longer strangers and aliens, but . . . are fellow citizens 

with the saints, and are of God’s household” (Eph 2:19).  The members of God’s household 

“have . . . access in one Spirit to the Father” (Eph 2:18), further establishing unity as one 

distinct people.  “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor 12:13).  

Furthermore, God’s household is described as a building which “has been built on the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets” (Eph 2:20).  O’Brien emphasizes the significance 

of this foundation upon which God builds His household:   

The apostles and Christian prophets are both seen as those to whom God made 
known the revelation of the gospel and who were the first proclaimers of it.  To 
assert, then, that these Gentile believers are built upon the apostles and prophets is 
to state that their membership in God’s people rests on the normative teaching that 
arises from divine revelation.49

This building has “Christ Jesus Himself [as] the corner stone” (Eph 2:20).  The divine 

revelation that comprises the foundation originates in Christ which has “been revealed to 

His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit” (Eph 3:5).  In Christ, the church is “being 

fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord” (Eph 2:21) and is “being built 

together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit” (Eph 2:22).  O’Brien affirms, “Here in 

Ephesians 2 the temple is God’s heavenly abode, the place of his dwelling.  Yet that 

temple is his people in whom he lives by the Spirit.”50

49O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 216. 

50Ibid., 221. 
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Ephesians 3:1-13 

The church is a people for God’s own possession who exalt the excellencies of 

God’s manifold wisdom.  F. F. Bruce writes, “This new, comprehensive community is to 

serve throughout the universe as an object-lesson of the wisdom of God.”51  What is this 

mystery now revealed through the church?  Paul reveals “that the Gentiles are fellow 

heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 

through the gospel” (Eph 3:6).  Having presented the case for what the Lord has 

accomplished in the formation of this one body united in Christ which exists as the holy 

temple and dwelling place of God, Paul now reveals the central purpose of the church: 

“that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the 

rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places” (Eph 3:10).  Relative to this central 

purpose, Paul confirms the stewardship of God’s grace that he was given for the Gentiles, 

the revelation made known to him concerning this mystery, and the existence of the 

church as exalting the manifold wisdom of God. 

First, Paul attests to the stewardship of God’s grace he was given for the 

Gentiles.  Bruce explains, “Paul has received, by divine appointment, a special 

responsibility with regard to the evangelization of the Gentile world.  ‘I have been 

entrusted with a stewardship,’ he says to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 9:17).”52  The word 

stewardship is translated from οικονομια (oikonomia), which Hoehner explains “has two 

nuances: first, the position or office of an administrator; and second, the activity of 

administration.”53  In this context, Paul is the steward of a divine office which was given 

to him by God’s grace to make known a divine revelation.  Paul clarifies how the office 

51Bruce, The Epistle to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians, 320. 

52Ibid., 311. 

53Hoehner, Ephesians, 422. 
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and the activity of administration are inseparable: “To me, the very least of all saints, this 

grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ” (Eph 3:8). 

Paul was “the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of [the] Gentiles” (Eph 3:1).  

Hendriksen comments, “In every reference to himself as a prisoner Paul stresses the fact 

that as such he belongs to his Lord.”54  He is imprisoned for the faithful stewardship of 

his office by God’s grace.  He testifies to this grace:  

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me 
faithful, putting me into service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a 
persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted 
ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the 
faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus. (1 Tim 1:12-14)   

With this office came a divine revelation. 

Second, Paul further confirms “that by revelation there was made known to me 

the mystery” (Eph 3:3).  The word translated revelation is αποκαλθπσισ (apokalupsis) and 

“has the meaning of unveiling or disclosing something that had been previously hidden,”55

according to Hoehner.  Paul’s “insight into the mystery of Christ” (Eph 3:4b) is both 

preached and written down.  Edgar J. Goodspeed points out, “The readers of Ephesians 

are expected to read Paul’s letters, and find in them . . . the proof of his deep understanding 

of the Christian faith.”56  This revelation is foundational for the formation, unity, and 

growth of the church. 

This mystery, “which in other generations was not made known to the sons of 

men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit” (Eph 

3:5).  Paul affirms that he had been “set apart for the gospel of God, which He promised 

beforehand through His prophets in the Holy Scriptures” (Rom 1:2).  Although the gospel 

54Hendriksen, Galatians and Ephesians, 150. 

55Hoehner, Ephesians, 426. 

56Edgar J. Goodspeed, The Meaning of Ephesians (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1933), 42. 
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had long before been present in Scripture, O’Brien relates, “What was previously hidden 

has now been disclosed by God.”57  God has sovereignly chosen to reveal this mystery 

“with a view to an administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the 

summing up of all things in Christ” (Eph 1:10a).  Thus the mystery has been revealed 

“that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers 

of the promise in Christ Jesus” (Eph 3:6).  Bruce observes how the promise preached 

beforehand concerning Abraham’s offspring have been realized in Christ: 

The promise was made to Abraham; it was fulfilled in Christ, Abraham’s offspring 
par excellence, “that what was promised to faith in Jesus Christ might be given to 
those who believe” (Gal. 3:22).  “If you are Christ’s,” Paul continues, it makes no 
difference whether you are Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male or female: “you are 
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise” (Gal. 3:29).  Through the gospel, 
preached beforehand to Abraham and now accomplished in Christ, barriers between 
separated portions of the human family have been removed.58

Finally, the church exists to exalt “the manifold wisdom of God” (Eph 3:10).  

Three key truths about the church are presented at this point in the text.  First, as O’Brien 

explains, Paul reveals the significance of the visible, local gathering of the church:   

Since it was appropriate that this new relationship with the ascended Lord should 
find concrete expression in believers’ regular coming together, that is, ‘in church’ 
(cf. Heb. 10:25), then the term in 3:10 should probably be taken as the heavenly 
gathering that is assembled around Christ and as a local congregation of Christians, 
in which Jews and Gentiles are fellow-members of the body of Christ.59

The local gathering of believers becomes the actual means by which God discloses His 

manifold wisdom.  Hendriksen asserts, “The church . . . does not exist for itself.  It exists 

for God, for his glory.”60  In an era of much church rethinking and re-imagining, this 

foundational truth should forge an understanding of the church.   

57O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 232. 

58Bruce, The Epistle to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians, 316. 

59O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 246. 

60Hendriksen, Galatians and Ephesians,158. 



29 

Furthermore, this manifold wisdom of God is “made known through the 

church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places” (Eph 3:10b).  According to 

O’Brien, the rulers and authorities “probably include the whole host of heavenly beings, 

good and bad alike, although the apostle’s particular concern is obviously with hostile 

forces.”61  Jesus declared, “I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 

overpower it” (Matt 16:18).  The Son has absolute authority because God the Father has 

“‘put all things in subjection under his feet.’ For in subjecting all things to him, He left 

nothing that is not subject to him” (Heb 2:8a).  “This was in accordance with the eternal 

purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and 

confident access through faith in Him” (Eph 3:11-12).  Hamilton contends,  

It is through the judgment that fell on Christ at the cross that God has saved Jews 
and Gentiles and united them as a display of his glory. . . . Moreover, Paul is explicit 
on the point that Christ’s death and resurrection mean the judgment of and triumph 
over hostile spiritual powers and principalities.62

Ephesians 4:1-16 

The church is a people for God’s own possession who are equipped by 

appointed leaders for God’s service.  This service is bound up in each believer’s calling 

as individual members of the church.  Paul charges each member to “walk in a manner 

worthy of the calling with which you have been called” (Eph 4:1).  According to 

Hendriksen, walking worthy of calling necessitates “believing his teachings, trusting his 

promises, and obeying his will.”63  The teachings, promises, and will of God transform 

the lives of those who have been chosen by the Father, redeemed in Christ, and sealed by 

the Holy Spirit.  These members of the body of Christ are called now to walk in unity, in 

61O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 246-47.  

62Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation, 484. 

63Hendriksen, Galatians and Ephesians, 183. 
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the diversity of individual gifts, and become fully equipped to serve, build, and mature 

the local body.  

First, the members of the body of Christ are to be “diligent to preserve the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3).  Hoehner, citing Sophocles, states that 

the word, diligent, is from “σποθδαζω, which . . . means ‘to be busy, eager, to make 

haste.’”64  This unity of the Spirit already exists in the body as a result of God’s work 

through the Spirit.  Therefore, each member must make every effort to preserve this unity.  

This preservation should be accomplished “with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, showing tolerance for one another in love” (Eph 4:2).  O’Brien writes, “The 

readers are being urged to cultivate [these] graces that were seen in perfection in Christ”65

in order to preserve the church’s Spirit given unity.  He further clarifies, 

To keep this unity must mean to maintain it visibly.  If the unity of the Spirit is real, 
it must be transparently evident, and believers have a responsibility before God to 
make sure that this is so.  To live in a manner which mars the unity of the Spirit is to 
do despite the gracious reconciling work of Christ.  It is tantamount to saying that 
his sacrificial death by which relationships with God and others have been restored, 
along with the resulting freedom of access to the Father, are of no real consequence 
to us!66

This unity, which is maintained visibly in the body, is founded upon 

Trinitarian doctrinal truths that spiritually characterize the church.  “There is one body 

and one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all” 

(Eph 4:4-6).  This sevenfold statement centers upon the Trinitarian oneness epitomized in 

the gospel and ubiquitous in the church.  Hoehner explains,  

The one body of believers is vitalized by one Spirit, so all believers have one hope.  
That body is united to its one Lord (Christ) by each member’s one act of faith, and 

64Hoehner, Ephesians, 510-11. 

65O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 276. 

66Ibid., 280. 



31 

his or her identity in the one baptism.  One God, the Father, is supreme over all, 
operative through all, and resides in all.67

The unity of the Spirit prevalent in the church is greatly magnified in the diverse 

giftedness of each individual member of the body. 

Second, the members of the body of Christ must recognize unity in diversity 

because “to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift” 

(Eph 4:7).  These gifts are given by Christ to each member of His body.  There is great 

diversity in that “we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us” (Rom 12:6a).  

However, the exercise of these varied gifts have their intended outcome of producing 

unity and building up the one body of Christ.  Paul writes,  

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are varieties of 
ministries, and the same Lord.  There are varieties of effects, but the same God who 
works all things in all persons.  But to each one is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good. (1 Cor 12:4-7)   

Just as God gives gifts to each member, He gives each member to the local church. 

Additionally, “God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, 

just as He desired” (1 Cor 12:18).  The placement of each member and the measuring of 

each gift within each member, according to MacArthur, prepares the church for its 

ministry: 

Each of His gifts is exactly what we need to fulfill our work for Him.  We never get 
the wrong gift or too much or too little of it.  When the Holy Spirit gave us our gift, 
He presented us with precisely the right blend of abilities and enablement we need 
to serve God.  Not only does our unique giftedness make us an irreplaceable 
member of Christ’s Body but it is a mark of God’s great love to single each of us 
out for unique blessing and ministry.68

Gifts are given to the members of the body through the means of grace.  Schreiner states, 

“The gifts exercised cannot be attributed to the moral nobility of human beings.  They are 

evidence of the graciousness of God, who has supplied his church with means to strengthen 

67Hoehner, Ephesians, 520-21. 

68MacArthur, Ephesians, 137. 
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the community.”69  God not only gives gifts to each individual member and each 

individual member to the church, but He also gives leadership gifts to the church. 

Finally, Paul sets forth how the members will be fully equipped to serve one 

another, unified, and maturing as the body of Christ.  “He gave some as apostles, and 

some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the 

equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ” 

(Eph 4:11-12).  These gifted leaders will be examined with regard to their divine office 

and purpose within the body of Christ. 

First, the Lord has given gifted leaders to the church to fulfill a divine office.  

Paul affirms that Christ, “When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, 

And He gave gifts to men” (Eph 4:8).  It has already been established that the church has 

“been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the 

corner stone” (Eph 2:20).  The apostles and prophets were fundamental to the 

establishment and advancement of the church and the receiving, communication, and 

preservation of divine revelation.70  Schreiner rightly contends, “Once the foundation has 

been laid, such authoritative apostles and prophets are superfluous.”71

Evangelists have been given to the church who are gifted in the advancement 

and the proclamation of the gospel.  Hoehner suggests that “there function resembles 

modern missionaries who bring the message to new territories.”72  Timothy was charged 

to “do the work of an evangelist, fulfill [his] ministry” (2 Tim 4:5b).  Therefore, the work 

of evangelism was accomplished both locally and itinerantly.   

69Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 1998), 655. 

70Hoehner, Ephesians, 542. 

71Schreiner, New Testament Theology, 724. 

72Hoehner, Ephesians, 543. 
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Lastly, the Lord has given pastors and teachers to the church.  There are 

differing views concerning whether these two offices are to be considered together or 

separately.  Thielman makes a persuasive argument for their distinction, clarifying,  

The first four groups in Paul’s list will all have been teachers; indeed, there was a 
sense in which all Christians were to teach each other. . . .  Nevertheless, as Paul’s 
earliest extant correspondence shows, there was a group of people in the church who 
specialized in teaching.73

Hoehner explains that the word pastor originates from “the term ποιμην [which] is used 

in classical literature for a ‘herdsmen’ or ‘shepherd.’”74  Paul instructed the Ephesian 

elders to “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own 

blood” (Acts 20:28).  O’Brien notes, “Pastors and teachers are linked here by a single 

definite article in the Greek, which suggests close association within the one 

congregation.”75  Teachers thus support the shepherding role of pastors with an emphasis 

upon the ministry of teaching, which O’Brien defines as “an exposition or application of 

Scripture.”76  All of these offices are given by Christ to His church for the intended 

purpose of equipping, unifying and, maturing the body. 

Second, the Lord has given gifted leaders to the church to fulfill a divine 

purpose.  Paul begins by stating that these leaders are given “for the equipping of the 

saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ” (Eph 4:12).  The 

saints reference God’s people chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world who 

are sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit.  Hendriksen states that this equipping is “for the 

purpose of ‘perfecting’ . . . or providing the necessary equipment for all the saints for the 

73Thielman, Ephesians, 274. 

74Hoehner, Ephesians, 544. 

75O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 300. 

76Ibid. 
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work of ministering to each other so as to build up the body of Christ.”77  The church is a 

community of divinely placed saints who are equipped to serve one another and thereby 

promote the corporate growth of the membership. 

The growth of the church membership continues “until we all attain to the 

unity of the faith” (Eph 4:13a).  Each member of the body of Christ is equipped to serve 

one another toward the intended goal of being unified in the faith.  Members must be 

“diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit” (Eph 4:3a) regarding the substance of the 

faith that Paul summarily delineates in verses 4-6.  Additionally, the growth of the church 

membership continues “until we all attain . . . the knowledge of the Son of God” (Eph 

4:13b).  This knowledge transcends an individualistic familiarity of the facts concerning 

Christ, and involves the greater dynamics of relational identity in Him that develops 

through mutual edification, service, and experience. 

The benchmark for the growth and maturity of church members is established 

as “the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13c).  

Bruce states, “The glorified Christ provides the standard at which his people are to aim: 

the corporate Christ cannot be content to fall short of the perfection of the personal 

Christ.”78  This depth of spiritual maturity will strengthen and protect the corporate body 

who “are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by 

every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming” (Eph 

4:14).  The church membership must be fortified, not only through the teaching of sound 

doctrine, but by “speaking the truth in love” (Eph 5:15a). 

Paul declares that by “speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects 

into Him who is the head, even Christ” (Eph 4:15).  O’Brien recognizes the prominent 

place of love in the book of Ephesians and conveys, “All those who have been urged to 

77Hendriksen, Galatians and Ephesians, 198. 

78Bruce, The Epistle to the Colossians, to Philemon, and to the Ephesians, 350-51. 
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live a life worthy of their calling (v. 1) are to bear with one another in love (v. 2) and to 

testify to the truth of the gospel in love.”79  Christ, in His fullness, not only establishes the 

benchmark of spiritual maturity, but serves as the One “from whom the whole body, being 

fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of 

each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love” 

(Eph 4:16).  Jesus Christ is the head of the body which constitutes His church.  He has 

given gifts to each member and gifts to each local church so that He might build and 

advance His church in this world.  The gospel of truth serves as the foundation of this 

building and must be proclaimed in love.  Jesus commanded His disciples to love each 

other and that “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another” (John 13:35).  The love of Christ is on display through the love of His saints 

who have been gifted and equipped to build His body.  Hamilton aptly concludes, “These 

gifts are the ministers who will lead the church to build itself up for the display of God’s 

glory in the world.”80

Ephesians 5:1-21 

The church is a people for God’s own possession who walk redemptively as 

citizens of God’s kingdom.  Walking redemptively will involve becoming “imitators of 

God, as beloved children” (Eph 5:1).  Having already established that God “predestined 

us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself” (Eph 1:5a), Paul now enjoins the 

members of Christ’s body to walk in a manner that exemplifies God.  Imitating the 

characteristics of God, believers are charged to walk corporately in the love of Christ, as 

children of Light, and as those filled with the Spirit. 

79O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 311-12. 

80Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation, 483. 
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First, the members of Christ’s body are to “walk in love” (Eph 5:2a).  This love 

is exemplified in Christ who “also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and 

a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma” (Eph 5:2b).  O’Brien maintains, “Because he is 

both the ground and model of their love, costly, sacrificial love is to be the distinguishing 

mark of their lives.”81  Jesus commanded his disciples to “love one another, even as I 

have loved you, that you also love one another.  By this all men will know that you are 

My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:34-35).  Sacrificial love 

distinguishes the disciples of Christ from the immorality of the world. 

Paul warns that “immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named 

among you, as is proper among saints” (Eph 5:3).  Hoehner notes that the exhortation 

“lists lifestyles that are diametrically opposed to the Christian life, which is to imitate God 

and walk in love.”82  Paul’s use of terms make this distinction clear.  First, he employs 

the word πορνεια (porneia), which Hoehner defines as “aberrant sexual conduct or, 

metaphysically, a deviation from the true worship of God.”83  He then uses the term 

ακαθαρσια (akatharsia), which he defines as “the general defilement of the whole 

personality.”84  Finally, Paul uses the term αλεονεζια (pleonexia), which, according to 

Hoehner, means “‘covetousness, greediness’ . . . selfishness to an extreme degree.”85

These terms are descriptive of what MacArthur calls counterfeit to God’s love: 

Whatever God establishes, Satan will counterfeit.  Where God establishes true love, 
Satan produces counterfeit love.  Counterfeit love characterizes Satan’s children, 
those who are of the world, just as true love characterizes God’s children, those who 
are citizens of heaven.86

81O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 355. 

82Hoehner, Ephesians, 652. 

83Ibid. 

84Ibid. 

85Ibid. 

86MacArthur, Ephesians, 199. 
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Additionally, among the members of Christ’s body “there must be no filthiness 

and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting” (Eph 5:4a).  These three terms, 

descriptive of obscene speech, are closely associated with the willful engagement of 

sexually immoral behavior.  Such illicit behavior and speech are characteristic of idolatry.  

Paul’s admonition comes with a sobering warning: (1) “no immoral or impure person or 

covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God” 

(Eph 5:5), and (2) “because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 

disobedience” (Eph 5:6b).  At this point, believers are distinguished as those who “were 

formerly darkness, but now . . . are Light in the Lord” (Eph 5:8). 

Second, the members of Christ’s body are to “walk as children of Light” (Eph 

5:8b).  O’Brien rightly observes, “Those ruled by the dominion of darkness or of light 

represent that dominion in their own persons.  So when they were converted, it was their 

lives, not their surroundings, that were changed from darkness to light.”87  Believers have 

been radically transformed through their union with Christ who declared, “I am the Light 

of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of 

life” (John 8:12).  Those who walk as children of Light are characterized by “goodness 

and righteousness and truth” (Eph 5:9), which are the result of God’s work of grace and 

redemption in the lives of each believer.   

The “unfruitful deeds of darkness” (Eph 5:11a) “must not even be named 

among” (Eph 5:3b) believers “for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are 

done by them in secret” (Eph 5:12).  Contrary to participating in the deeds of darkness, 

believers are to “expose them” (Eph 5:11).  This admonition calls for the practice of 

biblical church discipline.  Church discipline protects the purity of the church and 

requires believers to faithfully guard and exemplify the doctrines of the church.  Greg 

Wills describes the impact of doctrinal purity upon the corporate witness of the church: 

87O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 367. 
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The church’s duty was to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in the expectation of 
the supernatural regeneration and salvation of lost souls, and this evangelistic 
purpose required doctrinal purity.  Without orthodoxy, churches could neither 
sustain their evangelistic mission nor properly retain the name “church of Christ.”88

Believers no longer participate in these unfruitful deeds because they are enabled by the 

Spirit to discern “what is pleasing to the Lord” (Eph 5:10). 

Finally, the members of Christ’s body are to walk as those “filled with the 

Spirit” (Eph 5:18).  Having responded to the call of Christ to “arise from the dead” (Eph 

5:14), believers are now instructed to “be careful how [they] walk, not as unwise men but 

as wise, making the most of [their] time, because the days are evil” (Eph 5:15).  This 

wisdom is not acquired through drunken dissipation, but by being “filled with the Spirit” 

(Eph 5:18b).  Paul charged the Galatian believers to “walk by the Spirit, and you will not 

carry out the desire of the flesh” (Gal 5:16).  O’Brien clarifies, that those who are filled 

with the Holy Spirit are also called “to live by the Spirit continually.”89  Living by the 

Spirit is realized practically through speaking, singing, giving thanks, and “being subject 

to one another in the fear of Christ” (Eph 5:21). 

The members of Christ’s body are to speak “to one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs” (Eph 5:19a).  This instruction addresses the nature of the 

mutual edification and encouragement that is to be found in the corporate and ongoing 

worship of the body of Christ.  The practice of speaking and singing will engage songs 

steeped in the Scriptures and the leadership of the Spirit.  Paul further supports this 

understanding, writing, “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom 

teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Col 3:16).  This “singing and making 

melody with your heart” (Eph 5:19b) is ultimately directed to the Lord and leads to 

ongoing thankfulness “for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even 

88Gregory A. Wills, Democratic Religion: Freedom, Authority, and Church Discipline in the 
Baptist South 1785-1900 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997), 84. 

89O’Brien, The Letter to the Ephesians, 367. 
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the Father” (Eph 5:20).  Lastly, Paul urges believers to “be subject to one another in the 

fear of Christ” (Eph 5:21).  Accordingly, this submission is characteristic of Christ’s 

reverent submission to the Father as “He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross” (Phil 2:8).  Thus, Paul concludes where he began, 

as Schreiner affirms, “Christ’s love is especially manifested in his self-giving in the 

cross, and believers are called to give of themselves similarly.”90

Conclusion 

The book of Ephesians presents a basic ecclesiology for the church that is 

essential for teaching the members of the local church.  The time and scope of this 

particular project does not allow the engagement of the entire Epistle to the Ephesians, 

but those texts which have been considered provide a basic ecclesiology.  Ephesians 1:1-

14 reveals that the church exists as a possession of God and consists of individuals who 

have been chosen in Christ and sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise.  Members of the 

local church will come to see themselves as a chosen people who belong to God. 

Ephesians 2:1-10 establishes the church as a people for God’s own possession 

who are regenerate by God’s life-giving grace.  Apart from the grace of God, people are 

dead in their trespasses and sins and walk according to the course of this world.  

Regeneration describes the divine work of God who has made His people alive together 

with Christ.  Members of the local church must see themselves as God’s workmanship 

and learn to walk in the works which He prepared beforehand. 

Ephesians 2:11-22 presents the church as a people for God’s own possession 

who are built into a holy temple upon God’s Word.  God takes Jews and Gentiles, people 

who exist naturally at enmity with one another, and unites them into one people, 

reconciling them with one another and with God in Christ.  Paul further depicts this union 

in the image of a holy temple which serves as God’s dwelling place.  For this temple to 

90Schreiner, New Testament Theology, 309. 
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be properly constructed, members of the local church must be built upon the normative 

teaching that originates from the divine revelation of God that was received, proclaimed, 

and preserved in the Scriptures by the apostles and prophets. 

Ephesians 3:1-13 discloses the reason for the church.  The people for God’s 

own possession exist to exalt the excellencies of His manifold wisdom.  God’s manifold 

wisdom, which has been revealed through the redemption of Jews and Gentiles who have 

become one people in Christ, is now on display through the local gathering of believers 

that constitute the church.  Therefore, it is imperative that the members of the local 

church understand how they have been gathered together for reasons of divine purpose 

which result in manifesting God’s glorious wisdom.  

Ephesians 4:1-16 identifies the church as a people for God’s own possession 

who are equipped by appointed leaders for God’s service.  Believers have been called to 

walk in a manner worthy of their calling.  Grace was given to each member according to 

the measure of Christ’s gift.  These individual gifts are to be used for the edification and 

building up of the church body.  Additionally, teaching gifts have been given to the church 

in the form of different leaders who serve to reach, teach, and strengthen the membership 

of the body.  Through this teaching, members of the local church must recognize how 

they have been strategically placed in the body to use their individual gifts in order to 

strengthen and build one another up so that the church can grow into maturity and 

advance the kingdom of God. 

Finally, Ephesians 5:1-21 portrays the church as a people for God’s own 

possession who walk redemptively as citizens of God’s kingdom.  This citizenship is 

revealed in how the members of the local body of Christ walk in this world.  Believers 

are introduced as saints in this text.  Saints are those who identify with God’s character 

and Christ’s sacrificial love.  Members of the local church must learn to imitate God and 

exemplify the love of Christ in contrast to those who are characterized by the sexual 

immorality, impurity, and greed of the world.   



41 

In conclusion, the church is the body that exists at the will and predetermination 

of a sovereign God who is building that body through the addition of individuals who 

have been graciously redeemed from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation through the 

precious blood of Christ.  If the members of the local church are to understand the 

purpose of the church and God’s strategic placement of every regenerate believer, they 

must be thoroughly equipped by what God has revealed in His Word. 
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CHAPTER 3 

THEORETICAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL SUPPORT  
FOR TEACHING ECCLESIOLOGY  

The Epistle to the Ephesians definitively establishes a basic ecclesiology for 

the local church.  Potential members for the local church must be thoroughly equipped 

through God’s Word in order to understand the purpose of the church and the strategic 

placement of every regenerate believer in the life and service of this holy and living 

community.  The objective of chapter 2 was to present a basic ecclesiology for the local 

church from the book of Ephesians.     

The goal of chapter 3 is to establish essential factors for developing a church 

membership course.  First, these factors will be ascertained by assessing current trends in 

church membership decline.  Second, a clear definition of the church will identify essential 

corporate marks that will serve as the basis for the course.  Third, a clear definition of 

church membership will present key requirements for membership that will be used in the 

development of the course.  Finally, a clear definition of assimilation will serve to 

identify key expectations for members that will be used in the development of the course.    

Current Trends in Church Membership Decline 

Charting the history of church membership decline in the United States, Ross 

Douthat writes,  

The Protestant Mainline’s membership stopped growing abruptly in the mid-1960s 
and then just as swiftly plunged.  Of the eleven Protestant churches that claimed 
more than a million members in the early 1970s, eight had fewer members in 1973 
than in 1965.1

1Ross Douthat, Bad Religion: How We Became a Nation of Heretics (New York: Free Press, 
2012), 58-59.  
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Recent research studies have revealed that this declining trend in church membership 

among Mainline Protestant denominations in the United States, including church 

membership within the Southern Baptist Convention, persists to this day.  These highly 

acclaimed studies, certainly more sociologically oriented, reveal both important statistical 

data and contributing factors affecting this ongoing decline.  Understanding these 

contributing factors will provide key insights, which will serve to shape the development 

of the church membership course materials. 

The Vanishing Protestant 
Majority Study 

In their 2004 report entitled The Vanishing Protestant Majority,2 Tom W. 

Smith and Kim Seokho reveal the steady decline of protestant3 adherents in the United 

States between 1972 and 2002.  Most specifically Smith and Seokho’s research reveals 

that while “on the GSSs (see appendix 19, table A1) the percent Protestant did not 

significantly vary from 1972 to 1993, averaging 62.8% . . . between 1993 and 2002 

Protestants monotonically declined from 63.1% to 52.4% (-10.7 points).”4  Contributing 

factors to this decline involve a rising trend of people without religion, a decline in 

2Smith and Seokho write, “Most of the analysis in this paper is based on the 1972-2002 
General Social Surveys (GSSs) conducted by the National Opinion Research Center, University of 
Chicago. The GSSs are full probability, in-person samples of adults living in households in the United 
States.” Tom W. Smith and Kim Seokho, “The Vanishing Protestant Majority,” GSS Social Change Report, 
no. 29 (July 2004): 1, accessed October 17, 2012, http://www-news.uchicago.edu/ releases/04/040720. 
protestant.pdf. 

3Albert Mohler clarifies, “The study is not without methodological difficulties. For one thing, 
the definition of Protestantism used in the report includes ‘all post-Reformation Christian faiths.’ Defining 
the issue sociologically rather than theologically, the analysts included members of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints [Mormons] and other non-Christian groups in the Protestant sample. Some New 
Age devotees were also included under the Protestant classification.  Nevertheless, methodological issues 
aside, the group’s extensive research is sufficient to prove the validity of its central thesis—that 
Protestantism is declining relative to the total U.S. population.” R. Albert Mohler, Jr., “America’s 
Vanishing Protestant Majority—What Does it Mean?” August 2004, accessed October 17, 2012, 
http://www.albertmohler.com/2004/08/09/americas-vanishing-protestant-majority-what-does-it-mean-3/.  

4Smith and Seokho, “The Vanishing Protestant Majority,” 5. 
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protestant adherent retention, and a decline in Protestant adherents among youngest birth 

cohorts. 

A rise of people without religion.  Smith and Seokho recognized that a key 

factor in the declining protestant US population was attributed to the rise of individuals 

being raised without a religion.  The research indicates, 

In 1973-78 54% of those with no current religion were raised as Protestant, this fell 
to 48% in 1980-89, 44% in 1990-93, and to 41% in 1994-2002 (when the Protestant 
decline and rise of nones was occurring). What was changing was that more and 
more people with no current religion had been raised without a religion (from 13% 
in 1973-78 to 29% in 1994+).5

This statistic reveals two important factors. First, Smith and Seokho highlight the 

growing population of people who are an entire generation removed from any familial or 

formal religious influence.  Second, the statistic reveals a decline in Protestant adherent 

retention rates. 

A decline in Protestant adherent retention rates.  Retaining Protestant 

adherents study (see appendix 19, table A2) proves to be another problematic factor: 

Protestantism is in decline in part because its retention rate fell after 1993. From 
1973 to 1993 the rate was high and stable with 90.3% raised as Protestants still 
Protestants as adults...The retention rate then steadily fell from 90.4% in 1993 to 
82.7% in 2000 and then leveled-off at 82.8% in 2002. This represented a linear 
decline of 0.75 percentage points per annum.6

Smith and Seohkho report that this declining retention rate “has been greater among the 

youngest adults and the next generation of adults.”7

A decline in Protestant adherents among youngest birth cohorts.

Protestant adherent decline (see appendix 19, table A3) is revealed most significantly 

5Smith and Seokho, “The Vanishing Protestant Majority,” 8. 

6Ibid., 9. 

7Ibid., 10. 
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with the “largest drop (-16 points) among the youngest cohort (1970-1979).”8  The study 

reveals another significant contributing factor:  

Protestant identification has been monotonically declining across birth cohorts from 
at least 1910 through the 1980+ cohort; falling from 73% to 41%...Similarly, the 
proportion raised as Protestant decreased from 75% for the pre-1910 cohort to 49% 
for the 1980+ cohort.9

Further decline is revealed in the rise of the “Nones.” 

The “Nones” on the Rise Study 

Writing for the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, Luis Lugo and Alan 

Cooperman chart this ongoing decline of Protestant adherents in the US.  The 2012 report 

reveals that one-in-five adults have no religious affiliation.  These individuals have been 

classified as “nones,”10 or the “religiously unaffiliated.”11  Lugo and Cooperman report,  

The number of Americans who do not identify with any religion continues to grow 
at a rapid pace. One-fifth of the U.S. public—and a third of adults under 30—are 
religiously unaffiliated today, the highest percentages ever in Pew Research Center 
polling. . . .  In the last five years alone, the unaffiliated have increased from just 
over 15% to just under 20% of all U.S. adults. Their ranks now include more than 
13 million self-described atheists and agnostics (nearly 6% of the U.S. public), as 
well as nearly 33 million people who say they have no particular religious affiliation 
(14%).12

8Smith and Seokho, “The Vanishing Protestant Majority,” 9. 

9Ibid., 6. 

10Luis Lugo and Alan Cooperman explain, “Scholars of religion in the United States have been 
using the term ‘nones’ since the 1960s, despite some qualms about its connotations. The term refers to 
people who answer a survey question about their religion by saying they have no religion, no particular 
religion, no religious preference, or the like.” Luis Lugo and Alan Cooperman, “‘Nones’ on the Rise: One-
in-Five Adults Have No Religious Affiliation,” The Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life Report, 
October 9, 2012, 7, accessed October 17, 2012, http://www.pewforum.org/uploadedFiles/Topics/Religious_ 
Affiliation/Unaffiliated/NonesOnTheRise-full.pdf. 

11Lugo and Cooperman clarify that “the Pew Research Center’s Forum on Religion & Public 
Life has used—and will continue to use—‘religiously unaffiliated’ as our preferred term for Americans 
who tell us in surveys that they are atheists, agnostics or have no particular religion.” Ibid. 

12Ibid., 9. 
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The rising rate of the religiously unaffiliated is attributive to the declining trend in the 

religious affiliated membership growth/retention rate, the declining trend in religious 

affiliation among younger demographic age groups, the change of individuals from one 

major religion affiliation raised in to another, and a noted loss of religious affiliation 

identification.  

A decline in religious affiliation membership growth/retention rate.

Membership among all religious affiliations is declining due to lack of retention.  

According to Lugo and Cooperman,  

Those that are growing as a result of religious change are simply gaining new 
members at a faster rate than they are losing members. . . .  Those that are declining 
in number because of religious change simply are not attracting enough new 
members.13

These fluctuating member gains and losses14 highlight ongoing religious affiliation 

retention factors. 

A decline in religious affiliation among younger generations.  There is also 

a significant decline in religious affiliation among younger adults in the U.S.  Lugo and 

Cooperman report “One quarter of all adults under age 30 are not affiliated with any 

particular religion, which is more than three times the number of unaffiliated adults who 

are age 70 and older, and nine percentage points higher than in the overall adult 

population.”15

A change from one religious affiliation raised in to another.  A large 

portion of the US population has changed their religious affiliation.  Lugo and 

13Lugo and Cooperman, “‘Nones’ on the Rise,” 7. 

14Lugo and Cooperman write, “Although there are net ‘winners’ and ‘losers’ in the U.S. 
religious marketplace, the survey underscores the fact that all groups are gaining and losing individual 
adherents.” Ibid., 22. 

15Ibid., 36. 
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Cooperman assert, “More than one-in-four U.S. adults (28%) have changed their 

religious affiliation from that in which they were raised,”16 and “nearly one-in-five have 

changed affiliation from outside of Protestantism.”17 Adding those changing within 

similar religious affiliations or unaffiliated religious groups,18 these statistics further 

underscore ongoing identification factors. 

A noted loss of religious affiliation identification.  Lugo and Cooperman 

state, “A significant percentage of Americans have only a vague denominational 

identification (that is, they tell us they are ‘just a Baptist’ or ‘just a Methodist’).  In fact, 

many Americans are simply unclear about the religious group to which they belong.”19

Additionally, those within the study who claimed absolutely no religious affiliation, 

readily classify themselves as spiritual and recognize the benefit of religious institutions.20

SBC Membership, Younger Messengers, 
and Attendance Decline 

In addition to these studies highlighting the declining trend in Protestant 

church membership in the US, the Southern Baptist Convention reports similar trends 

within the denomination.  Tracking SBC Annual Church Profiles, LifeWay research 

16Lugo and Cooperman, “‘Nones’ on the Rise,” 22 

17Ibid., 28. 

18Lugo and Cooperman assert, “If change of affiliation within the ranks of Protestantism (e.g., 
from Baptist to Methodist) and within the unaffiliated population (e.g., from nothing in particular to atheist) 
is included, roughly 44% of Americans now profess a religious affiliation that is different from the religion 
in which they were raised.” Ibid., 22. 

19Ibid., 2. 

20Lugo and Cooperman report, “Of the country’s 46 million unaffiliated adults are religious or 
spiritual in some way. Two-thirds of them say they believe in God (68%). More than half say they often 
feel a deep connection with nature and the earth (58%), while more than a third classify themselves as 
‘spiritual’ but not ‘religious’ (37%), and one-in-five (21%) say they pray every day. In addition, most 
religiously unaffiliated Americans think that churches and other religious institutions benefit society by 
strengthening community bonds and aiding the poor.” Ibid., 9-10. 
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studies confirm this declining trend in SBC membership, a declining trend in SBC 

younger messengers, and decreasing attendance in weekly primary worship. 

A declining trend in SBC membership.  The 2012 SBC Annual Church 

Profile reveals an overall declining SBC membership. Although “The number of churches 

in the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) grew to 46,034, a 0.6 percent increase over the 

previous year,”21 Marty King explains that “the reported membership of those churches 

declined more than one hundred thousand, down 0.7 percent to 15.9 million members.”22

This declining membership is even more significant when measured against a growing 

US population.  For instance, the 1993 SBC Annual Church Profile reported a total 

church membership of 15.4 million which represented .0598 percent of the total US 

population for that year (see appendix 19, table A4). By comparison, the total SBC 

membership for 2012 represented only .0506 percent of the total US population.23

A declining trend in SBC younger messengers.  Mark Kelly cites a 2008 

LifeWay Research study which “shows the percentage of messengers in the 18-39 age 

group steadily declining since 1980,” representing “33.6 percent of the total in 1980 but 

dropped to 13.1 percent by 2007.”24  Ed Stetzer states, “The proportion of those under 40 

attending the SBC is declining precipitously—down by more than 50 percent since the 

beginning of the Conservative Resurgence.”25  Analysis of this declining trend of SBC 

21Marty King, “Numbers of SBC Churches Increased Last Year; Members, Attendance and 
Baptisms Declined,” Lifeway Christian Resources, June 6, 2013, accessed August 21, 2013, 
http://www.lifeway.com/Article/news-2012-southern-baptist-annual-church-profile-report. 

22Ibid. 

23Ibid. 

24Mark Kelly, “Study: Fewer Young People Attending SBC,” Baptist Press, January 7, 2008, 
accessed August 21, 2013, http://www.bpnews.net/27143. 

25Ibid. 
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messengers in the 18-39 age group highlights key challenges regarding denominational 

identification. 

A decreasing attendance in primary worship.  King reports that among SBC 

churches in 2012, “primary worship attendance declined 3.1 percent to 5.97 million 

Sunday worshippers.”26  While this decrease in primary worship attendance is cause for 

serious concern, this statistic raises a far greater issue.  Those numbered among the 5.97 

million Sunday worship attenders represent just under 38 percent of the total SBC 

membership in the same year.  This statistic represents a staggering number of people 

who identify as a member of a SBC church and yet do not attend the primary worship 

service on a weekly basis.  

Insights Shaping Church Membership 
Course Development 

The statistics and findings representative in these sociological studies and SBC 

annual church profiles provide important data concerning the state of church membership 

today.  For the purpose of this study, it was essential to ascertain key insights from this 

data that were utilized in the development of a church membership course.  To this end, 

three key insights from these studies are addressed: the theology of the church, the 

identity of church members, and the assimilation of church members. 

Addressing the theology of the church.  A church membership course must 

address the theology of the church.  In “America’s Vanishing Protestant Majority—What 

Does it Mean?” Mohler addresses the theological implications associated with the US 

Protestant membership decline: 

Though these researchers were primarily concerned about the sociological factors 
that produced Protestant losses, the larger and more important issues are essentially 
theological. Among mainline Protestant denominations, theological liberalism has 

26King, “Numbers of SBC Churches.” 
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eroded the entire system of Christian doctrine, leading to the evaporation of faith 
and the secularization of those churches. Once the churches have been thoroughly 
secularized, what value remains in church membership and denominational 
identification?27

This erosion of systemic Christian doctrine has been problematic since the inception of 

the church.  The early church faced great challenges from a plethora of false doctrines 

and gospels.  The apostles charged the members of the early churches to “stand firm and 

hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from 

us” (2 Thess 2:15).   

Addressing this theological erosion within churches must not only happen at 

the national and state levels within denominations, but most strategically at the local 

level.  The Reformers serve as powerful examples of what can happen when the church 

returns to the foundation of the apostles and prophets and is defined and governed by 

God’s Word.  David Wells states, “Luther in the sixteenth century, followed by Calvin 

and the other Reformers, once again returned to Scripture and once again resounded the 

notes of God’s undeserved grace, coming from above, which alone enables sinners to 

know him.”28  A church membership course must not only address the theology of the 

church, but membership requirements. 

Addressing the identity of church members.  A church membership course 

must also address the identity of church members.  The church has an identity crisis 

today.  These research studies and statistics reveal great challenges in relation to member 

identity and retention among Protestant denominations, including the SBC.  Membership 

requirements are essential for identification as believers and as members of Christ’s body 

the church.  Philip Ryken addresses the importance of theology and identity as revealed 

in God’s people Israel: 

27Mohler, “America’s Vanishing Protestant Majority?” 

28David F. Wells, The Courage to Be Protestant: Truth-Lovers, Marketers, and Emergents in 
the Postmodern World (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008), 177. 
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God had already told the Israelites who he was.  He was the God of their salvation 
who saved them for himself.  Now he was telling them who they were.  This is the 
way the covenant always works.  It is a mutual relationship in which God says, “I 
will be your God, and you will be my people.”  In Exodus 19, God started by telling 
the people what kind of God he was, and then he told them what kind of people they 
were supposed to be: a precious people with a special purpose.29

However, there is also another issue concerning one’s identity as a church 

member.  According to Dean Hoge, “there is . . . no clear-cut ‘faith boundary’ separating 

active [members] from those who no longer go to church.”30  Those who would find their 

identity in Christ, would come to identify with His church on the local level.  Identity at 

the local level must be clearly defined by clear membership requirements.  In addition to 

ecclesiology and membership requirements, membership expectations must be addressed 

through a church membership course. 

Addressing the assimilation of church members.  A church membership 

course addresses the assimilation of church members. While requirements for church 

membership address matters of identity, membership expectations address matters of 

assimilation.  The movement of individuals from one religious affiliation to another or to 

no religious affiliation at all reveals the importance of assimilating potential members 

into the life and ministry of the church.  Church membership must represent more than 

simply having one’s name listed on a church membership roll.  Mark Dever highlights 

this prevalent issue in his response to a Southern Baptist study on average church 

membership: 

According to a Southern Baptist study a few years ago, the typical Southern Baptist 
Church has 233 members with 70 present at the Sunday morning worship service.  
My question is this:  where are the other 163 members?  Are they all at home sick, 
in a rest home, at college, on vacation, or in the military?  Maybe some are, but all 
163 of them.  What does this convey about Christianity to the world around us?  
What do we understand this to mean about the importance of Christianity in our 

29Philip Graham Ryken, Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory, Preaching the Word Series (Wheaton, 
IL: Crossway, 2005), 497. 

30Dean R. Hoge, Benton Johnson, and Donald A. Ludens, Vanishing Boundaries: The Religion 
of Mainline Protestant Baby Boomers (Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1994), 185. 
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lives?  And what is the spiritual state of those people, if they’ve not been at church 
for months, or even longer?31

Theology of the church, identity of church members, and assimilation must be 

addressed in the development of a church membership course.  To this end, definitions 

for the church, church membership, and assimilation are presented next. 

A Biblical Definition for the Church 

How are prospective new members to be properly oriented concerning the 

church?  This orientation should introduce a proper definition for the church.  Mark 

Dever provides a fitting definition: “The church is the body of people called by God’s 

grace through faith in Christ to glorify him together by serving him in the world.”32  This 

definition identifies essential corporate marks for the church within the framework of the 

theology of the church, the formation of the church, and the mission of the church. 

The Theology of the Church 

According to Rick Warren, “Some churches’ membership classes cover the 

wrong material. Their content is based on spiritual growth or basic doctrine.”33  However, 

Mohler’s commentary on church membership decline reveals the need for sound biblical 

doctrine in order to fortify both church membership and denominational identification.  

Therefore, if the church is to be properly understood, one must fully engage and embrace 

who God is, theology, and who the church is, ecclesiology.  The proper material for 

understanding the church is found in God’s Word.  Edmund Clowney taught, “The church 

is the community of the Word, the Word that reveals the plan and purpose of God.”34

31Mark Dever, A Display of God’s Glory: Basics of Church Structure, 2nd ed. (Washington, 
DC: IX Marks, 2001), 45-46. 

32Mark E. Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” in A Theology for the Church, ed. Daniel 
Akin (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2007), 768. 

33Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church: Growth without Compromising Your Message 
and Mission (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 316. 

34Edmund Clowney, The Church (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1995), 16. 
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Therefore, the church exists solely because of God and for Him.  A proper orientation of 

the church is advanced through a basic ecclesiology that introduces the church as God’s 

institution, the church as God’s distinct people, and the church advancing God’s kingdom.  

The church as God’s institution.  The church exists because of the sovereign 

purpose of God.  Because God alone is central to all things and all things exist for His 

glory, the church finds its meaning in God Himself through Jesus Christ.  Graeme 

Goldsworthy asks,  

How can we really know God?  The answer starts with the fact that God knows us, 
and allows himself to be known by us.  He has spoken to us and told us what he 
wants us to know of him.  Not only can we know about him, but we can also know 
him when he draws us to himself and makes us his children through Jesus Christ.35

The Word of God is foundational to the church’s existence.  God has revealed 

Himself through His Word.  Goldsworthy goes on to explain, “The Bible claims to be the 

very truth from God himself.  Thus it contains a history of God’s revelation to mankind 

rather than the history of people’s thinking about God.”36  What God reveals about 

Himself is vital to an understanding of the church and the purpose as God’s distinct people. 

The church as God’s distinct people.  Dever clarifies, “God’s eternal plan 

has always been to display his glory not just through individuals but through a corporate 

body.”37  Both the Old and New Testaments bear witness to this fundamental aspect of 

God’s redemptive plan.  Central to the church’s corporate existence is God’s dwelling 

among His people as disclosed in both Creation and New Creation.  In the beginning, God 

dwells with Adam in the arboreal temple-city,38 known as Eden.  In the end, God dwells 

35Graeme Goldsworthy, According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bible
(Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1991), 29. 

36Ibid., 32. 

37Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” 768. 

38For a further explanation of the arboreal temple-city motif, see T. Desmond Alexander, From 
Eden to the New Jerusalem: Exploring God’s Plan for Life on Earth (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2008). 
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with the redeemed elect from every tribe, tongue, nation, and people in the New Jerusalem.  

The unfolding story of the Bible reveals two distinct corporate bodies known as Israel 

and the church.  The distinguished nature of these corporate bodies is further established 

in His dwelling among them in the context of a temple.  The temple motif serves the 

greater purpose of God’s distinct people spreading His glory, as G. K. Beale asserts: 

Israel’s temple functioned much like an architect’s model of a newly planned 
building.  It was a small replica of what was to be built on a much larger scale.  
Ideally, when the Israelites looked at and thought of their temple they were not to 
think of it as an end in itself, only a sign of their election as a nation.  Rather, they 
were to be reminded of the great goal of spreading the light of God’s presence 
throughout the earth until the entire world was under God’s tabernacling presence.39

The spreading of God’s presence throughout the earth is ultimately advanced through the 

Incarnation of Christ.  Jesus is the Word made flesh and dwelling among humanity.  

Jesus declares that He is the temple of God.  Christ’s followers are members of His body 

and individually experience the indwelling of God’s presence through the Holy Spirit.  

As Israel was a holy nation, priesthood, and a people for God’s own possession, so 

becomes the divine nature and purpose of the New Testament church (1 Pet 2:9-10). 

Central to the corporate nature of God’s people, as represented by Israel and 

the church, is who they are in relationship to God.  Each has their divine election as a 

people for God’s own possession.  God’s glory is their sole purpose and where Israel 

failed in declaring His glory to the nations, the church fulfills because of the glory 

restored through the redemption of the corporate body in Jesus Christ.  D. A. Carson 

explains, “The Word made his dwelling among us.  More literally translated, the Greek 

verb skēnoō means that the Word pitched his tabernacle, or lived in his tent, amongst 

us.”40 With the Incarnation of Jesus comes the glory of God’s self-disclosure and the 

ongoing advancement of God’s kingdom through the church. 

39G. K. Beale, The Temple and the Church’s Mission: A Biblical Theology of the Dwelling 
Place of God (Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity, 2004), 170. 

40D. A. Carson, The Gospel according to John, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand 
Rapids: Wm. B, Eerdmans, 1991), 127. 
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The church advancing God’s kingdom.  John the Baptist, preaching in the 

wilderness, exhorted the people of Israel to “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand” (Matt 3:2).  Additionally, from the onset of His ministry, “Jesus was going 

throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 

kingdom” (Matt 4:23a).  The Incarnation of Christ marks the inauguration of the kingdom 

of God.  The church is not the kingdom, but as Russell Moore explains, the church “is 

made up of subjects of the Kingdom, announces the onset of the Kingdom, and lives out 

the ethics of the Kingdom.”41

The trajectory of redemptive history is moving precisely toward the kingdom 

of God.  From the establishment of God’s vicegerency in the Temple Garden and the 

mandate to advance the borders of God’s kingdom, God sets forth in motion the plan and 

purpose of His kingdom which involves the human race.  Stephen Dempster summarizes 

this plan and purpose when he writes, “The seed of the woman will restore the lost glory.  

Human—and therefore divine—dominion will be established over the world.  The 

realization of the kingdom of God is linked to the future of the human race.”42  Those 

whom God redeems from the human race are not the kingdom, but are transferred to the 

kingdom of the beloved Son, by God.  This transference is only made possible through 

God’s act of redemption through Jesus.  Jesus declared that the “gospel of the kingdom 

shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end 

will come” (Matt 24:14).  The end represents the time of Christ’s return to consummate 

His kingdom reign.  Until that time, the church advances the gospel of His kingdom 

through its presence in the world and its proclamation of the Word.  The church exists to 

display the manifold wisdom of God as His divinely and redemptively formed institution. 

41Russell D. Moore and Robert E. Sagers, “The Kingdom of God and the Church: A Baptist 
Reassessment,” Southern Baptist Journal of Theology 12, no. 1 (2008): 68, accessed May 20, 2011, 
http://www.sbts.edu/resources/files/2010/02/sbjt_121_moore_sagers.pdf. 

42Stephen G. Dempster, Dominion and Dynasty: A Theology of the Hebrew Bible (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2003), 69. 
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The Formation of the Church 

The Bible sets forth God’s predetermined plan to advance His kingdom and to 

cover the earth with His glory.  In order to accomplish this plan, God would make Himself 

known to mankind, whom He created to bear His image: “God created man in His own 

image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them” (Gen 1:27).  

This relationship with humanity involves not only God’s dwelling among them, but their 

love and worship for Him.  The fallen state brought about by the sin of Adam would set 

in motion God’s predetermined plan to set apart a people for His own possession under 

the Old Covenant, Israel, and a people for His own possession under the New Covenant, 

the church.  

A people for God’s own possession: Israel.  The Old Testament reveals God’s 

unfolding redemptive plan to restore His dwelling among men and represent God’s divine 

election of a precious people for His own possession.  This relationship was established 

within the context of a covenant ratified by God through the shedding of blood.  

The people of Israel were identified by God as His precious people.  Philip 

Ryken states, “What made God’s people so precious was not their own intrinsic value; it 

was only the value placed on them by God’s love.”43  The descendants of Abraham were 

chosen because God loved them.  Therefore, God made promises to Abraham that involved 

the election of his descendants as His distinct people, the redemption of his descendants 

from slavery, and the establishment of his people as a kingdom of priests.  The 

emancipation of God’s elect people from slavery involved more than their departure from 

Egypt.  The nation of Israel was preserved through the blood of the spotless Passover lamb.  

Where the blood was applied, life was preserved.  The redemptive plan of God was 

forever memorialized in the yearly Passover celebration of His people.  God advanced his 

divine protocol established in the temple garden by making His dwelling among this His 

43Ryken, Exodus, 497. 
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sanctified corporate body, known as Israel.  The Tabernacle housed the dwelling of the 

Most High throughout the wilderness journey.  The Temple in Jerusalem housed the 

dwelling of the Most High where, from the land of Promise, they worshipped, served 

Yahweh, and imaged His glory to the nations. 

The salvation of the Jews was part of the greater plan of God that resulted in 

salvation coming from the Jews.  Ryken notes,  

The Israelites were mediators of divine grace, serving as God’s priests to the 
nations.  As they worshiped God and as they lived in covenant holiness, they 
preserved the treasure of Biblical faith until the coming of the Savior brought 
salvation to the rest of the world.44

Israel’s disobedience and idolatry resulted in their exile and a partial hardening preparing 

the way for the Messianic Davidic King who established a people for God’s own 

possession, the church. 

A people for God’s own possession: the church.  The church has now become 

God’s precious people under the New Covenant.  From Genesis to Revelation, the 

Scriptures bear witness to the unfolding of God’s redemptive plan, established before the 

foundation of the world, ushered into real time and space, and drawing men from every 

tribe, tongue, nation, and people through Him who “rescued us from the domain of 

darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13).  

Goldsworthy makes an important point here concerning the course of world history: 

The dynamic of redemptive-history from creation to new creation, with Jesus Christ 
as the center, points to a distinctly Christian view and philosophy of history.  The 
course of world history, according to the Bible, serves the kingly rule of the Lord 
God as he moves all things inexorably to the conclusion that he has determined from 
before the foundation of the world.45

44Ryken, Exodus, 499. 

45Graeme Goldsworthy, “The Necessity and Viability of Biblical Theology,” Southern Baptist 
Journal of Theology 2 (2008): 16, accessed November 29, 2010, http://www.sbts.edu/media/publications/ 
sbjt/sbjt_ 2008winter2.pdf. 
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The church needs to recognize its place in this unfolding history of God’s 

kingly rule as He moves all things toward His predetermined conclusion.  George 

Marsden reveals that Jonathan Edwards was thinking along these lines, writing,  

History was essentially the history of redemption.  So the driving force in history 
was not what princes did, as important as they might be, but rather what ‘Jesus 
Christ, the prince and savior of the world’ had done and continued to do through his 
Holy Spirit.46

It is imperative that believers understand the church in this God-centered context.  Thinking 

of the church in the context of God’s redemptive plan reveals how she fits in the context 

of God’s story.  Through this unfolding story, God has chosen to declare His manifold 

wisdom through the redemption of a people for Himself who have been redeemed with 

the “precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Pet 

1:19).  This plan was conceived in past eternity. 

Peter preached God’s sovereign plan in Christ at Pentecost, declaring, “This 

Man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to 

a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death” (Acts 2:23).  Although Peter 

is very direct in his indictment of those responsible for the death of Jesus Christ, he also 

recognizes God’s sovereign hand. Darrell Bock asserts, “Jesus was delivered up according 

to God’s plan and foreknowledge.”47  Paul reminded Titus that Jesus “gave Himself for 

us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own 

possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:14).  This eternal plan is being worked out 

in history today. 

God continues the creation of His new community to this day and will continue 

to do so until the consummation of the age.  Jonathan Edwards came to recognize that 

46George Marsden, Jonathan Edwards: A Life (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2003), 
197. 

47Darrell L. Bock, Acts, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 2007), 120. 
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history was the stage upon which a sovereign God was unfolding His redemptive plan.  

According to Marsden, “Edwards led his people on a journey that would help them see 

that all history, including their own, was of one piece, centered in Christ’s work.”48  The 

new community of God is to be perfected in a future eternity. 

The church is not filled with perfect people.  The church is God’s new 

community of redeemed people whom God is currently perfecting through the ministry of 

the Holy Spirit by the teaching of His Word.  The church is God’s context for perfecting 

His people.  Paul writes that God has given leaders to the church  

for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body 
of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the 
fullness of Christ. (Eph 4:12-13)  

Martyn Lloyd-Jones asserts here that “every single member of the Church is of most vital 

importance.”49  The life-giving work of Christ in the members of His body, the church, 

advance their unity and maturity toward Christ-likeness through mutual edification.  

Lloyd-Jones states, “It is very important that every particular part [member] should be 

filled up to its capacity with this vital life and energy, and be functioning as it is designed 

to do.”50  To this end, God is perfecting a people for His own possession who serve to 

fulfill the ongoing mission of the Lord. 

The Mission of the Church 

The church is God’s new covenant community.  This new covenant community 

exists to glorify the Lord by serving Him in this world.  Peter explains that “you also, as 

living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Pet 2:5).  First, believers 

48Marsden, Jonathan Edwards, 195. 

49D. M. Lloyd-Jones, Christian Unity: An Exposition of Ephesians 4:1-16 (Carlisle, PA: The 
Banner of Truth Trust, 1980), 264. 

50Ibid. 
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must recognize what it means to be a living stone in this spiritual household.  Ravi 

Zacharias rightly explains, 

To know that I am God’s temple is to know that my very being is a sacred 
expression.  If I am a doctor, can I make decisions that desacralize life?  If I am a 
publisher, can I distribute profane material?  If I am an athlete, can I cheat on the 
rules?  If I am in ministry, can I use manipulative methods to support myself?  The 
answer to all of these is the same:  Absolutely not!  In terms of Jesus’ call on each 
of us, we are now that tabernacle and the dwelling place of God, a truth that is 
utterly unique and distinctive from all other faiths.  The pilgrim who has seen his 
burden roll away at the cross now becomes the temple.”51

Second, believers are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood.  John 

MacArthur states, “God-honoring spiritual sacrifices begins when believers offer God all 

their human faculties, including their minds and every part of their bodies.”52  God has 

set the church apart as a community distinctively marked for exemplifying Christ and 

edifying one another. 

A community exemplifying Christ.  The church that exemplifies Christ in its 

members is distinctively marked as a missional community, a biblical community, a 

worshiping community, and a discipling community. 

A missional community.  The church glorifies the Lord as a community of 

those who have been radically changed by the Spirit through the life-changing gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  The church has been entrusted with this gospel message.  Greg Gilbert 

states, “God has determined that the gospel will advance through the spoken words of his 

people—that is, through the mouths of those who have themselves embraced the good 

news about Jesus.”53  The local church therefore will intentionally engage the ongoing 

work of local and international missions for the advancement of the gospel.  To this end, 

51Ravi Zacharias, The Grand Weaver: How God Shapes Us through the Events of Our Lives
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2007), 67. 

52John MacArthur, 1 Peter, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 
2004), 115. 

53Greg Gilbert, What Is the Gospel? (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 119. 
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the church will engage in the training and sending of its members and partner with 

missionaries and missionary agencies. 

A biblical community.  The church is a people who exists by and under the 

authority of God’s Word.  The faithful preaching and teaching of the Word places God’s 

agenda at the forefront of leading and feeding the church.  The command of God in His 

Word is for each preacher to “preach the Word” (2 Tim 4:2) and for each disciple to “make 

disciples . . . teaching them to observe all that I commanded you” (Matt 28:19, 20). 

A worshiping community.  The church is called missionally to display God’s 

glory in the world.  The manifestation of God’s glory is ultimately displayed through the 

worship of His people.  John Piper writes that the ultimate goal of the church is worship.54

Worship is central to the mission of the church, as Piper clarifies, because “worship . . . is 

the fuel and goal of missions.  It’s the goal of missions because in missions we simply 

aim to bring the nations into the white-hot enjoyment of God’s glory.”55

A discipling community.  The mission of the church is set forth by the Lord in 

the mandate of the Great Commission.  At the heart of this commission is the reproducing 

of disciples of Jesus Christ.  Making disciples is the responsibility of every believer.  J. I. 

Packer acknowledges, “The commission to publish the gospel and make disciples was 

never confined to the apostles.  Nor is it now confined to the church’s ministers.  It is a 

commission that rests on the whole church collectively, and therefore on each Christian 

individually.”56  The implications, therefore, are that every member of the church must be 

engaged in personal discipleship and the discipling of others.  Discipleship requires more 

than just providing a slate of biblically-designed classes.  Discipleship requires each 

54John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad! The Supremacy of God in Missions, 2nd ed. (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2007), 17. 

55Ibid. 

56J. I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 
Reprinted 2008), 54. 
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member of the church coming alongside others for mutual edification of the community 

of believers toward holiness and maturity. 

A community edifying one another.  The church that engages in the mutual 

edification of its members is distinctively marked as a shepherding community, an 

edifying community, a gathered community, and praying community.   

A shepherding community.  The purification of the church body is done in the 

context of the local church.  According to Paul, God has given gifts to the church to build 

up His body: “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work 

of service, to the building up of the body of Christ” (Eph 4:11-12).  These equipping gifts 

are individuals who affect the growth and maturity of the body of Christ.  These God-

given leaders are to train the membership “for works of service” (Eph 4:12), “build up the 

body of Christ” (Eph 4:12), and attain “the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness 

of Christ” (Eph 4:13). 

An edifying community.  This training engages each member in the divine work 

of mutual edification through spiritual gifts.  Paul writes,  

But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the 
head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by 
what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, 
causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. (Eph 4:15-16)   

Frank Thielman explains, “Christ measures out grace to each Christian in a way that is 

appropriate for that Christian’s role in building up the body.”57  Each member is divinely 

and strategically gifted to serve, edify, and build one another up in the local body. 

A gathered community.  Those who are commanded by Christ to love one 

another, according to the standard of His love, must make it a priority to gather together.  

57Frank Thielman, Ephesians, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2010), 288. 



63 

The writer of Hebrews calls the church to “consider how to stimulate one another to love 

and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another” (Heb 10:24-25).  Members of a local church body are to enter 

into a mutually accountable community with believers who are committed to loving, 

serving, assembling together, and encouraging one another for the glory of the Lord.   

A praying community.  The advancement of God’s redemptive mission in the 

early church involved persistent prayer.  The disciples “were continually devoting 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer” (Acts 2:42).  Piper rightly asserts, “The call of Jesus is for prevailing prayer: 

‘Always . . . pray and [do] not lose heart’ (Luke 18:1).  By this his Father will be glorified 

(John 14:13).  The supremacy of God in the mission of the church is proved and prized in 

prevailing prayer.”58  Therefore, fidelity will be given to the teaching and practice of 

prayer, both individually and corporately, within the church. 

A Biblical Definition for Church Membership 

How are prospective new members to be properly oriented concerning church 

membership? An orientation should introduce a proper definition for church membership.  

Jonathan Leeman describes the fallen state of much church membership today, writing, 

“We join churches like we join the gym or an athletic club.  When things are going well, 

we show up regularly.  When they’re not, we take a few weeks or months off.”59  Church 

membership was never meant to be taken so lightly.  Membership in the local body of 

Christ has not been established through the prerogatives of men.  Matters concerning 

membership in the local church belong to God.  A clear definition of church membership 

58Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad, 69. 

59Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love: Reintroducing the 
Doctrine of Church Membership and Discipline (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 274. 
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presented key requirements for membership that were used in the development of a 

church membership course.  Leeman defines church membership: 

Church membership is (1) a covenant of union between a particular church and a 
Christian, a covenant that consists of (2) the church’s affirmation of the Christian’s 
gospel profession, (3) the church’s promise to give oversight to the Christian, and 
(4) the Christian’s promise to gather with the church and submit to its oversight.60

This definition provides a basic framework for a proper understanding of church 

membership as represented by the following principles:  the church’s covenantal union 

with believers, the church’s affirmation of believers, the church’s oversight of believers, 

and the believer’s submission to the church. 

The Church’s Covenantal  
Union with Believers 

The covenantal union between believers and the church is founded upon the 

institutional charter of the church.  Leeman clarifies, “The church universal is not created 

by the charter but by a covenant, Christ’s new covenant.”61  This new covenant is 

established in the blood of Christ (1 Cor 11:25).  Leeman goes onto explain, “The covenant 

promised to forgive sins and to grant the Spirit so Christ’s people would follow. . . .  

Today, Christ plants churches with both his charter and his new covenant.”62  Potential 

members must understand both the institutional charter of the church and the keys of the 

kingdom. 

The institutional charter of the church.  This institutional charter is 

established upon the truth that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt 16:16).  

The apostle Peter who testified to this Christological affirmation did so under the 

revelation of God the Father.  John would later affirm that the central reason for writing 

60Leeman, The Church, 217. 

61Ibid., 231. 

62Ibid., 231, 232. 
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the fourth Gospel was so that all “may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).  This affirmation 

concerning Jesus as the Christ and the Son of God is the key to belief.  Andreas 

Kostenberger confirms, “The signs selected for inclusion in [John’s] Gospel are presented 

as evidence that it is Jesus who is the Christ, the Son of God.”63  Closely correlated to this 

affirmation of Christ are the keys of the kingdom. 

The keys of the kingdom.  Jesus promises His disciples, “I will give you the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 16:19).  These keys are set in the context of this 

gospel affirmation concerning Jesus Christ.  Edmund Clowney rightly observes, 

The teaching authority of the keys enabled the apostles to declare on what terms the 
kingdom of heaven was opened or shut to men and women.  The keys opened the 
kingdom to individuals, households or cities that received the gospel message, but 
closed it to those who rejected the Lord of the kingdom.64

These keys of the kingdom, which were given to the apostles, are passed on to the church 

through their teaching found in God’s Word.  These keys represent both the entryway and 

the exit concerning the church.  Leon Morris makes the case “that Jesus meant that the new 

community would exercise divinely given authority both in regulating its internal affairs 

and in deciding who would be admitted to and excluded from its membership.”65

Properly guarding and employing these keys not only upholds the purity of the church 

and its doctrine, but ensures the mutual edification of the members and the fulfillment of 

the church’s mission.  What follows within this covenantal union is the church’s 

affirmation of believers. 

63Andreas Kostenberger, John, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2004), 582.

64Clowney, The Church, 41. 

65Leon Morris, The Gospel according to Matthew, The Pillar New Testament Commentary 
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1992), 427. 
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The Church’s Affirmation of Believers

The church’s affirmation of believers is with regard to their confession of faith 

in Christ.  Leeman clarifies here that “they must understand the gospel and demonstrate 

the fruit of repentance, including the ability to forgive others.”66  Regarding this 

affirmation, the church must recognize the member candidate’s regenerate conversion and 

believer’s baptism. 

Regenerate conversion.  Regeneration is a sovereign work of God in the life 

of the believer.  There is absolutely no belief possible, no seeking possible, and no faith 

possible without the utterly inexplicable intervention of a sovereign God through 

regeneration by the Spirit.  Mohler explains, “The Spirit performs His work of inspiration, 

indwelling, regeneration, and sanctification as the inner minister of the Word; it is the 

Spirit’s ministry of illumination that allows the Word of the Lord to break forth.”67  It is 

therefore essential that members of the local church body evidence the regeneration of 

the Spirit in the lives of member candidates.  This regenerative work of the Spirit reveals 

itself in the believer’s confession of faith in Christ, repentance of sin, and obedience to 

the command of Christ to follow Him in the waters of believer’s baptism. 

Believer’s baptism.  Believer’s baptism, which follows the Trinitarian 

standard set forth in the Great Commission of Christ, must be a prerequisite of church 

membership.  Baptism is a sign given to the church that serves as the first act of obedience 

in a believer’s life and declares to the world their union with Christ in His death and 

resurrection.  Baptism takes place after the regeneration of the Spirit has had its way in 

the believer’s heart.  Jim Hamilton affirms, “Baptism is a symbol of what has happened 

to them by faith.  By faith, they have been united with Christ in his death and 

66Leeman, The Church, 219. 

67R. Albert Mohler, Jr., He Is Not Silent: Preaching in a Postmodern World (Chicago: Moody, 
2008), 45.  
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resurrection, and their death to the world and resurrection to life in Christ is symbolized 

in baptism.”68  Recognizing that different faiths practice variant forms of baptism ranging 

from paedobaptism and baptismal regeneration and variant applications including 

sprinkling and affusion, an evaluation of a candidate for membership must include 

confirmation of a baptism following regenerate conversion and immersion as set forth in 

the New Testament Scriptures. Churches also provide necessary oversight of believers. 

The Church’s Oversight of Believers 

What does church oversight look like in the life of the believer?  Leeman 

suggests that this oversight is “not simply affirming doctrinal content . . . rather, the 

church’s love should be a preserving, enduring love, one that longs to keep its members 

gathered beneath its wings.”69  This oversight involves ongoing discipleship and church 

discipline. 

Ongoing discipleship.  Jesus commanded His church to “make disciples . . . 

teaching them to observe all that I commanded you” (Matt 28:19, 20 NASB).  Leeman 

adds that the church provides “an instructive and authoritative love, one that burns to 

author growth and holiness in an individual’s life, that he or she might increasingly image 

the Savior.”70  Candidates for membership in the local church must also show forth a 

desire for ongoing discipleship. Such evidence is revealed in a hunger for God’s Word, a 

willingness to set under the teaching of the church, engagement in personal evangelism, 

and regular attendance and involvement in the fellowship of the church.   

68James M. Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation through Judgment: A Biblical Theology
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 490. 

69Leeman, The Church, 219.  

70Ibid. 
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Church discipline.  The practice of church discipline in the life of the local 

church body has far reaching implications concerning its corporate health and witness to 

the world.  Leeman believes that “God really did mean for the local church to define his 

holy love for the world—not just for the individual Christian but for the whole church 

body, together in its corporate life.”71  Church discipline guards the purity of the church 

and requires each member to faithfully uphold and guard the doctrine and the unity of the 

church. Greg Wills explains, 

The church’s duty was to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in the expectation of 
the supernatural regeneration and salvation of lost souls, and this evangelistic 
purpose required doctrinal purity.  Without orthodoxy, churches could neither 
sustain their evangelistic mission nor properly retain the name “church of Christ.”72

The faithful practice of church discipline can occur formatively through the teaching and 

preaching of the Word, or correctively through proper discipline administered in cases 

where unrepentant sin, disunity in the body or disobedience to God’s Word persists.  

Maintaining proper unity and purity profoundly impacts the spiritual health of the 

gathered assembly. 

A Definition for Assimilation 

Healthy church membership ultimately involves the assimilation of each 

believer into the life and ministry of the local church.  Kenneth Bledsoe rightly clarifies, 

“Many people think of assimilation as a class or course, but effective assimilation must 

really be a process of transformation.”73  A proper definition for assimilation will serve 

the development of a church membership course by identifying this ongoing process and 

71Leeman, The Church, 274. 

72Gregory A. Wills, Democratic Religion: Freedom, Authority, and Church Discipline in the 
Baptist South 1785-1900 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1997), 84. 

73Kenneth A. Bledsoe, “Addressing Church Member Dropout and Inactivity through the 
Process of Assimilation,” 19, accessed November 6, 2014, http://70405.inspyred.com/images/ 
Addressing%20Church%20Member%20Dropout_Edited.pdf. 
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presenting key expectations for members.  Warren states, “Assimilation is the task of 

moving people from an awareness of your church to attendance at your church to active 

membership in your church.”74  An application of this definition for assimilation must 

address the following implications: the challenge of membership retention, the process 

for membership transformation, and the key expectations for members. 

The Challenge of Membership Retention 

Ultimately, the goal of assimilation is to see every believer engage in meaningful 

membership in the life and ministry the local church.  This goal is not without intrinsic 

challenges.  Earl Waldrup addresses such challenges among Southern Baptists in the 

1960s:  

The annual loss of active members is greater than the number of men which 
American Armed Forces have lost killed in battle in all the wars of this century.  
One out of every two persons on our church rolls is lost to kingdom service through 
his church.  One out of every two persons bears a negative witness to the world as to 
the relevance of a vital church relationship.75

Who are these people on church membership rolls who are lost to kingdom 

service and bear such a negative witness concerning this vital church relationship?  Brad 

Waggoner offers a more current perspective on these former members.  In a 2006 survey 

on the formerly churched, Lifeway Research reported, “Fewer than 1 in 5 formerly 

churched adults confess to being a devout Christian with a strong belief in God (19 percent) 

and a somewhat smaller number are wavering on Christianity (10 percent) or belief in 

God at all (6 percent).”76  Equally troubling among these outcomes is the causality that 

“many members are vulnerable to attrition because of either a nonexistent or immature 

74Warren, The Purpose Driven Church, 309. 

75Earl Waldrup, cited by David D. Durey, “Assimilating New People into the Church,” 1, 
accessed August 21, 2013, http://garyrohrmayer.typepad.com/files/assimilation-report.pdf. 

76Brad Waggoner, “Lifeway Research Surveys Formerly Churched; Can the Church Close the 
Back Door? Part 1 of 2,” Lifeway Research, accessed November 6, 2014,  http://www.lifeway.com/ 
Article/LifeWay-Research-surveys-formerly-churched-part-1-of-2. 
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faith.”77  This sobering report should awaken sensibilities concerning the intrinsic value 

of church membership.78 Waggoner asserts that potential member candidates “should be . 

. . grounded in strong biblical truth.  Far fewer people would drop out of church if their 

spiritual foundation was deep and strong.”79

Now while this Lifeway Research study does offer some reasons for the 

formerly churched as to their departure, such as “too busy” and “moved too far from 

church,” the greater interest lies in Waggoner’s observation that many respondents 

revealed an anemic or even non-existent faith or even belief in the Lord.  How do people 

become members of a local church who have a nonexistent faith?  The answer is obvious 

that far too many churches have been welcoming members into the local church who give 

no evidence of membership in the universal church.  Addressing this entry level concern 

of assimilation is found in a proper definition of church membership and a proper 

evaluation of each member candidate concerning their regenerate conversion experience, 

as noted previously in this chapter.  The church needs to be zealous for evangelism but 

properly discerning when employing the keys of the kingdom in welcoming new members 

into the local church.  Assimilation must be understood in light of a process for 

membership transformation. 

77Brad Waggoner, “Research: Formerly Churched Open to Returning,” Lifeway Research, 
accessed November 6, 2014,  http://www.lifeway.com/Article/LifeWay-Research-surveys-formerly-
churched-part-2-of-2. 

78Addressing this report, Thabiti Anyabwile writes, “The Lifeway study is interesting and 
helpful because it points out once again that for the health of the local church and individual Christians, we 
must recover a high view of the local church, its centrality in the redemptive plan of God, and the 
importance of healthy church membership practices that close the front door and open the back.” Thabiti 
Anyabwile, “Shotgun Churches,” accessed November 6, 2014, http://www.thegospelcoalition.org/ 
blogs/thabitianyabwile/2006/10/18/shotgun-churches/. 

79Waggoner, “Research: Formerly Churched Open to Returning.” 
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The Process for Membership 
Transformation 

Bledsoe is correct when he states, “Effective assimilation must really be a 

process of transformation.”80  This transformation is ongoing in the lives of each potential 

member candidate.  Warren’s assimilation definition provides a basic framework for this 

process of transformation desiring to move individuals from awareness of the church, to 

attendance at church, and toward active membership in church. 

Awareness of the church.  Much has been written concerning how to make 

people outside of the church become aware of local churches.  Church growth strategists 

and research specialists have gone to great lengths to study and address who these 

individuals are, how they think, and how the local church might reach them.  Inclusive in 

these findings are methods which suggest marketing techniques, church facility 

specifications (i.e., parking, signage, guest services, etc.), programs, activities, and even 

strategies to engage the local community.  While these methods have been widely 

employed by many to heighten awareness of local churches, consideration is given here 

to those derivative of the mission of the church and its current membership.   

It is central to the mission of the local church to be equipped to reach the 

unconverted.  Hence, it is of the utmost importance to understand that the church is the 

divinely created institution comprised of those who are converted, or as Paul declares, 

those who are “made . . . alive together with Christ” (Eph 2:5).  Therefore, awareness of 

the local church is ultimately and divinely ascertained through the witness of the church’s 

membership.  To this end, the leaders should consider raising the awareness of their local 

church in the community through loving community, fervent evangelism, and intentional 

disciple-making. 

Awareness through loving community.  Advancing awareness of the church is 

accomplished through the loving community of its members.  Jesus declared that identity 

80Bledsoe, “Addressing Church Member Dropout,” 19. 
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in Him would become prevalent to the world through love for one another as fellow 

disciples (John 13:34-35).  Dever notes that “one of the main reasons that the local church 

is to be a community of love is so that others will know the God of love.”81  Building on 

this principle, Francis Chan writes, “God cares about the way we love each other and the 

way we pursue His mission.  The church is a group of redeemed people that live and 

serve together in such a way that their lives and communities are transformed.”82  Hence, 

God has determined to advance His redemptive kingdom through the Christ-building, 

loving community of the local church.83

Awareness through fervent evangelism.  Advancing awareness of the church is 

also accomplished through the fervent evangelism of its members.  Evangelism involves 

every member of the local church sharing the good news concerning Jesus Christ.  Packer 

recognizes,  

Evangelism is the inalienable responsibility of every Christian community, and 
every Christian person.  We are all under orders to devote ourselves to spreading the 
good news, and to use all our ingenuity and enterprise to bring it to the notice of the 
whole world.84

81Mark Dever, The Gospel and Personal Evangelism (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2007), 51. 

82Francis Chan, Multiply: Disciples Making Disciples (Colorado Springs: David C. Cook, 
2012), 52-53. Chan goes on to describe this local church community: “God has entrusted local churches 
with godly leaders who teach us His Word and care for our souls. . . . God has united us together in local 
churches to keep one another from sinning and straying from Christ. . . . God has commanded us to gather 
together in local assemblies where we preach God’s Word, celebrate the Lord’s Supper, baptize new 
believers, and pray for and encourage one another. . . . Then we scatter to care for believers and to share the 
gospel with unbelievers.” Ibid., 53-54.  

83Randy Frazee explains, “In this postmodern age, the church is truly the one institution that 
has the function of community as part of its strategy to achieve its mission—which is the development of 
people who follow Jesus Christ.” Randy Frazee, The Connecting Church: Beyond Small Groups to 
Authentic Community (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009), 35. Frazee further relates, “The development of 
meaningful relationships where every member carries a significant sense of belonging is central to what it 
means to be the church. This is a God-ordained gathering of people that is so strong that even ‘the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it.’“ Ibid., 35-36. 

84Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God, 34. 
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This evangelistic endeavor is central to the identity, purpose, and ongoing existence of 

the church locally in the world.  This identity is on display through the everyday lives of 

the church’s members.  Lloyd-Jones maintains, “Evangelism is pre-eminently dependent 

upon the quality of the Christian life which is known and enjoyed in the church.”85

Awareness through intentional disciple-making.  Advancing awareness of the 

church is also accomplished through intentional disciple-making.  Believers are 

commissioned as disciples of Christ to go into the world and make disciples for Him and 

to teach all that He has commanded.  Disciple-making fosters the development of 

Christian disciplines, which are vital to not only spiritual formation, but connecting those 

outside of the church.  Frazee explains,  

Christian disciplines that foster our relationship with God—such as worship, prayer, 
Bible study, and single-mindedness—should be included.  The biblical practices of 
community, spiritual gifts, and giving away our time, money, faith, and even our life 
should be included to fulfill the royal law of loving our neighbor.86

Disciple-making is not only central to the church’s spiritual growth, but is 

representative of the essential identity of the church fundamental to its cultural presence.  

Luke connects this identity of the spiritually growing church community and its influence 

upon the greater community.  The impact of spiritual growth among the early church 

members resulted in them “praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 

Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).  

Nicholas Healy states that the church’s “identity is thoroughly theological, for it is 

constituted by the activity of the Holy Spirit, without which it cannot exist.  But it is also 

constituted by the activity of its members as they live out their lives of discipleship.”87

85Ian H. Murray, D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones: The First Forty Years 1899-1939 (Edinburgh: 
Banner of Truth, 1983), 246. 

86Frazee, The Connecting Church, 67-68. 

87Nicholas M. Healy, Church, World and the Christian Life: Practical-Prophetic Ecclesiology,
ed. Collin Gunton and Daniel W. Hardy (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 5. 
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The process of transformation involves moving individuals from awareness of the church 

toward attendance. 

Attendance at church.  Attendance at a local church is a major step for every 

newcomer.  While reasons and circumstances for attending may vary, the local church 

must be prepared to engage and follow up with each individual.  According to Frazee, 

“an assimilation strategy defines how one gets involved in the life and programs of the 

church.”88  Although it is a vital to get to know, both generally and spiritually, the 

individuals who begin attending church, central to this strategy is their orientation 

regarding the identity and nature of the church.  Thom Rainer presents key factors that 

prove helpful in this orientation process: clear doctrinal beliefs, high expectations, small 

groups and Sunday school, clarity of purpose, and a new member’s course.   

Clear doctrinal beliefs. Individuals who begin attending church should be 

oriented concerning core doctrinal beliefs.  Rainer states, “Churches that are unambiguous 

in their beliefs and clear on their teachings of them are the churches that see more of their 

visitors return and more of their attenders join.”89  This key factor assumes that churches 

espouse clear doctrinal beliefs.  Wells asks some important questions here: “What is the 

binding authority of the church?  What determines how it thinks, what it wants, and how 

it is going to go about its business?  Will it be Scripture alone, Scripture understood as 

God’s binding address, or will it be culture?”90  Scripture alone is foundational to the very 

existence and functionality of the church.  Dever argues, “A right ecclesiology matters for 

the church’s leadership, membership, structure, culture, and even character.  Ultimately, a 

right ecclesiology touches on God’s glory itself.  The church is not only an institution 

88Frazee, The Connecting Church, 67. 

89Thom S. Rainer, Surprising Insights from the Unchurched and Proven Ways to Reach Them
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001), 110. 

90Wells, The Courage to Be Protestant, 4. 
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founded by Christ; it is his body.”91  These clear doctrinal beliefs can be presented 

through essential church documents (i.e., statement of faith, constitution/by-laws, etc), 

preaching and teaching, and a new members’ course.  

High expectation.  Rainer further clarifies that “churches with high expectations 

not only reach the unchurched but retain them as well.”92  Jesus was clear that authentic 

discipleship would come at great cost; the denial of self.  Chan cautions against “belittling 

God’s church in any way.  It’s not a social club; it’s not a building, and it’s not an option.  

The church is life and death.  The church is God’s strategy for reaching our world.  What 

we do inside the church matters.”93  These high expectations serve to advance the spiritual 

growth and unity of the church community and advance God’s kingdom through the 

mission of the church.  As an example, Rainer states, “Members are expected to live and 

minister in a way that is consistent with New Testament teachings.  They are expected to 

attend worship and Sunday school or small group regularly, adhere to doctrine, [and] be 

involved in ministry.”94  Additionally, members are expected to love one another, pray 

for one another, forgive one another, and bear each other’s burdens.  Many churches 

often present these high expectations in the form of a church or membership covenant.  

Dever explains,  

Requiring people to sign a church covenant lets them know that they will be expected 
not only to believe the statement of faith, but to live it out.  It also lets them know 
how they will be expected to live it out—i.e., in clear ways that build up the 
corporate body and enhance the corporate testimony of the church.95

91Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” 845. 

92Rainer, Surprising Insights, 112. 

93Chan, Multiply, 52. 

94Rainer, Surprising Insights, 112. 

95Mark Dever and Paul Alexander, The Deliberate Church: Building Your Ministry on the 
Gospel (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2005), 62. 
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Small groups and Sunday school.  The early church grew primarily as a spiritual 

community under the preaching and teaching of the apostles.  It is most evident through 

the New Testament Scriptures that this spiritual formation and fellowship continued 

throughout the week as they gathered together in their homes.  Donald Whitney affirms, 

“A significant part of the Lord’s ministry to us comes through others in whom He lives.  

And He intends for us to experience much of this comforting, encouraging, instructing, 

reproving, guiding, and sustaining ministry through fellowship.”96  The participation of 

each individual in this corporate spiritual formation and fellowship is vital for the health 

and retention of each church member.  Rainer asserts,  

Involvement in small groups, such as Sunday school, is key to assimilation . . . new 
Christians who immediately became active in Sunday school were five times more 
likely to remain in the church five years later than those who were active in worship 
services alone.97

Clarity of purpose.  A clarity of purpose from the Scriptures rallies each 

individual around corporate priorities for the church.  Frazee writes, “Notice that the 

Bible says all, not just some, came together in Christian community around one set of 

beliefs and convictions that were leading to a distinct set of actions and behaviors.”98

Clarifying the purpose of the church is essential to fostering commitment to the mission 

of the local church.  Kenneth Kantzer rightly argues, “No church can be effective to bring 

clarity and commitment to a world when it is as ignorant of its own basic principles as is 

our church today.”99

A new members’ course.  Rainer states, “For longer-term members, the 

teaching of doctrine came primarily through expository preaching and strong Sunday 

96Donald S. Whitney, Simplify Your Spiritual Life: Spiritual Disciplines for the Overwhelmed
(Colorado Springs, CO: Navpress, 2003), 190. 

97Rainer, Surprising Insights, 118. 

98Frazee, The Connecting Church, 64. 

99Kenneth Kantzer, cited by Frazee, The Connecting Church, 65. 
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Schools.  For the new Christians who joined the church, the new member’s class served 

as the first point of introduction to basic biblical truths.”100  A new members’ course 

serves the church’s assimilation strategy well as not only the vital point of entry into the 

church, but as a launching pad into the life and ministry of the church.  Dever contends,  

This membership class establishes our corporate beliefs, commitments, identity, and 
ways of working together for the spread of the Gospel to the nations.  As such, it 
both protects the purity of the local church and works towards establishing unity 
among its members.101

Finally, this process of transformation involves moving attenders toward active 

membership. 

Active Membership in Church 

The assimilation strategy of the church does not end at the conclusion of the 

new members’ course.  Meaningful and active membership is the ultimate goal of 

assimilation.  Meaningful membership in the life of the church involves each member 

taking responsibility for certain expectations that contribute to the health and mission of 

the local church body.  Dever writes, “By identifying ourselves with a particular local 

church, we are telling the church’s pastors and other members not just that we commit to 

them, but that we commit to them in gathering, giving, prayer, and service.”102

Consideration is given toward key expectations: gathering together, giving together, 

praying together, and serving together. 

Gathering together.  The Lord calls the church to gather together.  Dever 

affirms that “The most fundamental duty Christians have in relation to the congregation 

100Thom Rainer, High Expectations: The Remarkable Secret for Keeping People in Your 
Church (Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 1999), 27. 

101Dever and Alexander, The Deliberate Church, 61. 

102Mark Dever, What Is a Healthy Church? (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2005), 95. 
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is the duty to regularly attend gatherings of the congregation.”103  While gathering 

together with other believers has been pursued through a plethora of programs and 

activities, for the purpose of this study primary consideration is given to worship, 

discipleship, and koinonia. 

First, every member of the church is called to gather together in worship.  

Clowney states, “The church of the Lord, gathered for worship, marks the pinnacle of our 

fellowship with the Lord and one another.”104  God’s self-disclosure through Scripture 

produces authentic worshippers.  A divine interaction occurs between God and His people 

and between God’s people with His people when they gather together submitted to His 

Word in worship.  Paul instructs the church: “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within 

you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and

spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Col 3:16).  Additionally, 

as a testimony to corporate identity in Christ, the church gathers to rightly administer the 

sacraments of the Lord’s Supper and believer’s baptism. 

Second, the gathered church must be engaged in ongoing corporate discipleship.  

Upon commissioning the church to make disciples, Jesus revealed the content of this 

discipleship: “Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you” (Matt 28:20a).  Chan 

asserts, “Teaching people to obey what Jesus commanded is a never-ending process that 

requires us to intertwine our lives with the Christians around us.”105  Corporate 

discipleship, although often presented programmatically, is best pursued with intentionality 

by every member of the church. 

103Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” 793. 

104Edmund P. Clowney, “Corporate Worship: A Means of Grace,” in Give Praise to God: A 
Vision for Reforming Worship, ed. Phillip G. Ryken, Derek W. H. Thomas, and J. Ligon Duncan III 
(Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R, 2003), 95. 

105Chan, Multiply, 52. 
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Finally, the members of the church gathers to foster koinonia.  Often translated 

into the word “fellowship,” koinonia represents a deeper meaning among followers of 

Christ.  In describing this deep fellowship, Whitney relates, “The presence of the Holy 

Spirit in each other enables Christian relationships to be enriched with a supernatural 

dimension and spiritual dynamic that unbelievers cannot experience.”106  This deeper 

fellowship among believers is not accomplished by just simply hanging out together; 

koinonia is cultivated intentionally through engaging one another spiritually regarding all 

facets of life.107

Giving together.  Giving together involves the investment of each member of 

the church.  Dever notes, “The entire congregation is . . . responsible for the faithful 

stewardship of the gifts entrusted to it.”108  Time is a precious human commodity that is 

in great demand upon an ever increasing and overwhelming schedule.  The investment of 

time requires the utmost discipline and focus upon a common purpose that defines and 

unites the church body.  Frazee contends, “The church of the twenty-first century must do 

more than add worlds to an already overbooked society; it must design new structures that 

help people simplify their lives and develop more meaning, depth, purpose, and 

community.”109  Membership in a local church involves not only a reformation of one’s 

mindset, but also a reorientation of one’s time, schedule, and social commitments110 for 

the healthy advancement of the church body. 

106Whitney, Simplify Your Spiritual Life, 192. 

107Whitney states, “This includes anything related to knowing God, Christian living, 
understanding the Bible and applying it to particular issues such as work or family or culture, prayer, 
theology, church, and evangelism.” Ibid., 192. 

108Mark Dever, The Church: The Gospel Made Visible (Nashville: B & H, 2012), 44. 

109Frazee, The Connecting Church,  37. 

110Frazee cites Wayne Meeks on this point: “‘To be baptized into Jesus Christ’ signaled for 
Pauline converts an extraordinary thoroughgoing resocialization, in which the sect was intended to become 
virtually the primary group for its members, supplanting all other loyalties.” Ibid., 36. 
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Second, the greatest resource the any member has to give is themselves.  While 

the giving of one’s self involves time, it also involves the giving of experience, expertise, 

abilities, accountability, and monetary resources, to name a few.  Luke described the 

members of the New Testament church as those who “were together and had all things in 

common” (Acts 2:44).  Giving together not only impacts the vitality and health of the 

church’s membership, but most importantly it fuels the church’s mission to advance the 

kingdom of God. 

Praying together.  The assembled church must be a church in prayer.  Prayer 

is most certainly the way God has graciously provided for His people to communicate 

with Him.  Prayer not only deepens fellowship with God, but it deepens fellowship with 

believers.  Goldsworthy states, 

It is clear that Paul understands that praying for others in the body of Christ is an 
aspect of fellowship. . . .  He means it in the way that John does, to mean that our 
fellowship is with the Father and the Son.  Thus, in Christ, we have fellowship one 
with another.111

Serving together.  The assembled church has been supernaturally gifted to 

serve together.  Serving together, according to Dever, should be a “partnership in laboring 

for mutual edification and for faithfulness in evangelism.”112 First, members serve 

together for mutual edification.  Edification is the result of members employing their 

spiritual gifts as given by Christ.  Central to understanding these gifts is the ministry of 

the Word.  Each member is spiritually and strategically gifted to serve and strengthen the 

church body.  In this regard, Chan declares, “We devote ourselves to the members of our 

church body.  We have a responsibility to challenge one another, to love one another, and 

111Graeme Goldsworthy, Prayer and the Knowledge of God: What the Whole Bible Teaches
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2003), 167. 

112Dever, The Church, 75. 
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to serve one another in a variety of ways.  When every member takes this seriously, it 

makes for a healthy church.”113

Second, members serve together for faithful evangelism.  Each church body is 

strategically placed for this divine work.  Chan asserts, “God has placed you in your 

unique setting, alongside a unique group of Christians, for the purpose of proclaiming 

Him to the unbelieving world around you. . . .  Your church is essential to God’s ongoing 

plan of redemption.”114  The ministry of evangelism is not only a personal endeavor, as 

previously noted, but it is a communal endeavor that advances and strengthens the 

community of believers.  Tim Keller rightly explains, “Gospel ministry is not only 

proclaiming it to people so that they will embrace and believe it; it is also teaching and 

shepherding believers with it so that it shapes the entirety of their lives, so that they can 

‘live it out.’“115

Conclusion 

It is clear from Scripture that God has created and strategically placed the 

church in the world in accordance to His divine purpose and redemptive plan.  It is also 

clear, as representative in the findings of Pew Research, LifeWay Research, and various 

other sources, that church membership is currently suffering ongoing decline in the United 

States, and what it means to be a member of a church is widely misunderstood and 

neglected.  Essential to addressing these challenges is the need for a proper orientation 

concerning the definition of the church, church membership, and membership assimilation.   

This orientation can be accomplished through the implementation of a church 

membership course. A basic definition of the church identifies essential corporate marks 

113Chan, Multiply, 65. 

114Ibid., 75. 

115Tim Keller, “The Gospel and the Poor,” Themelios 33, no. 3 (2008): 9-10, accessed May 24, 
2010, http://s3.amazonaws.com/tgc-documents/journal-issues/33.3/Themelios_33.3.pdf. 
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for the church. A basic definition of church membership reveals key requirements for 

becoming a church member.  Finally, a basic definition of assimilation establishes key 

expectations for church members.  Presenting these corporate marks, requirements, and 

expectations in the context of a new members’ course serves to strengthen each potential 

member’s knowledge of the church, identity in a local body of Christ, and assimilation 

into the life and ministry of the local church community.  Ultimately, providing intentional 

new member orientation serves to strengthen the health of the church’s membership, 

foster meaningful membership, and advance the mission of God’s kingdom both locally 

and throughout the world. 



83 

CHAPTER 4 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CHURCH 
MEMBERSHIP COURSE  

It was established in chapter 2 that the epistle to the Ephesians provides a basic 

ecclesiology which is essential for orienting every believer concerning the church.  It was 

determined in chapter 3 that because of current trends in church membership decline, this 

type of member’s orientation would be beneficial for assimilating individuals into the 

membership of the church by presenting clear a definition for the church (ecclesiology), 

church membership (requirements), and membership assimilation (expectations).  

Therefore, the development and implementation of a church membership course would 

provide such an orientation for prospective members of the church.  The objective of this 

chapter is to present the execution of the ministry project involving the implementation of 

a church membership course at Williams Creek Baptist Church. 

Prior to the implementation of this ministry project I met with the church elders 

to present the need for developing a membership course as the program for assimilating 

individuals into the membership of the church.  Following this presentation, I proceeded 

with their full support.  I announced the plan at a members’ meeting on Sunday, 

September 28, 2014, and requested that each member pray and consider participating in 

the forthcoming ministry project.  Public announcements concerning the ministry project 

were made to the congregation three Sundays prior to its official launch on Sunday, 

December 28, 2014.  The following description presents the week-by-week details 

concerning the execution of the ministry project. 



84 

The Ministry Project 

The ministry project was completed in fifteen weeks.  The first two weeks 

involved the recruitment and orientation of members and regular attenders from Williams 

Creek Baptist Church.  Participants completed a pre-course knowledge-based survey to 

measure their understanding of the church and church membership.  During week 3, the 

church elders were recruited and oriented concerning their role in assessing the 

membership course material upon its completion through a post-course evaluation.  The 

membership course followed involving a ten-week sermon series from Ephesians that 

presented a basic ecclesiology for the local church.  At the conclusion of the membership 

course, participants completed the post-course knowledge-based survey to measure growth 

in their understanding of the church and church membership.  The elders completed their 

post-course evaluation, provided helpful recommendations, and unanimously approved 

the implementation of the course as the program for membership assimilation. 

Weeks 1 to 3: Recruitment and Orientation 

The first three weeks of the project were dedicated to recruiting and orienting 

members and regular attenders to participate in the church membership course and the 

elders who would evaluate the membership course material upon its completion. 

Weeks 1 and 2: Participant Recruitment 
and Orientation 

The first two weeks of the project involved participant recruitment and 

orientation for the ministry project.  On Sunday morning, December 28, 2014, church 

members and regular attenders were asked to participate in a membership course outlining 

what it means to be the church as presented from Ephesians.  The orientation included a 

brief overview of the ten-week teaching series (see appendix 14), a message from 1 Peter 

2:4-12 entitled “Possession, Kingdom, and Nation” (see appendix 1), and an announcement 

that each member and attendee would receive a letter the following week requesting their 

involvement and outlining their responsibilities as participants.  On Tuesday, December 



85 

30, 2014, this letter was mailed to each member and regular attendee presenting the 

proposed purpose for the membership course and requesting the participation of each 

individual (see appendix 15).  Those that agreed to participate made a commitment to 

attend all ten sessions, pray for the church, and complete pre and post-course knowledge-

based surveys (see appendix 17). 

First, participants were asked to commit fully during the ten-week series, which 

began on Sunday, January 18, 2015.  In order to assist each person in fulfilling this 

commitment, each message was digitally recorded and available online.1 Second, 

participants were asked to commit to pray for the church during the ten-week series.  

Finally, participants were asked to complete the knowledge-based survey concerning the 

church prior to the beginning of the project, and then again at the completion of the ten-

week series.  The purpose of these pre and post-course knowledge-based surveys was to 

evaluate each participant’s knowledge and understanding of the church as an institution 

and church membership prior to the course and to measure their growth in this 

understanding upon completion of the course.  As the pre-course surveys were returned 

and assessed, the results were recorded and saved in order to compare to the post-course 

survey results at the conclusion of the teaching series.   

Week 3: Elder Recruitment 
and Orientation 

Having already elicited elder support during the development of the ministry 

project, the week 3 involved recruitment and orientation concerning their role in the 

evaluation of the course materials.  On Thursday, January 15, 2015, I met with the elders 

to present the membership course outline (see appendix 2) and discuss the post-course 

elder evaluation (see appendix 18), which served to assess the effectiveness of the course 

material in five specific ways: the organization of the course content, study guide handouts, 

1Williams Creek Baptist Church, “Ephesians: The Doctrine of the Church,” accessed January 
18, 2015, http://williamscreekbaptist.org/#/wcbc-membership-series.   
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outline of a basic biblical ecclesiology for the church, introduction information about 

Williams Creek Baptist Church, and the employment and citation of appropriate resources.  

The ongoing benefit of this project is the incorporation of this church membership course 

as the program for assimilating individuals into the membership of the church body. 

Weeks 4 to 13: The Membership Course 

Weeks 4 through 13 were dedicated to the teaching of the ten-week church 

membership course, entitled “Ephesians-The Doctrine of the Church.”  The course 

material was presented consecutively as a series for the Sunday morning service with 

each session lasting approximately one hour.  The course presented proper definitions for 

the church, church membership, and membership assimilation.  What follows is a basic 

summary of each session. 

Week 4 (Session 1) 

Session 1 provided an introductory message to the course entitled “Defining 

the Church, Its Membership, and Assimilation” (see appendix 3).  Each week I provided 

study guides which outlined key points for each session and encouraged preparation for 

the following week (see appendices 13).   

I began the message with a brief overview of the declining trends in church 

membership among Protestant and SBC churches.  These statistics not only revealed the 

growing numbers of people with no religious affiliation or identity with a church, but also 

the staggering numbers of people who identify as members of SBC churches and yet do 

not attend the primary worship service on a weekly basis.  I presented the importance of 

addressing the theology of the church, identity of its members, and member assimilation. 

Next, I presented a basic introduction concerning Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians 

and how this book outlines a basic ecclesiology for the church.  Building upon Jesus’ 

declaration in Matthew 16:15-19 that He would build His church, I provided the following 

summary outline for the course highlighting the central texts from the book of Ephesians: 
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     1.  Defining the Church, Its Membership, and Assimilation (session 1) 

     2.  The Church Properly Defined, Matthew 16:18 (sessions 2-3) 
           a.  The Church is a people for God’s own possession, Ephesians 1:13-14 
           b.  The Church is a people Saved by God’s Grace, Ephesians 2:1-10 

     3.  Identifying the Members of the Church, Matthew 16:15-17 (sessions 4-5) 
          a.  The Church is a people built upon God’s Word, Ephesians 2:20 
          b.  The Church is a people displaying God’s Manifold Wisdom, Ephesians 3:1-13 

     4.  Assimilating the Members of the Church, Matthew 16:19 (sessions 6-7) 
          a.  The Church is a people supernaturally equipped for God’s Service, Ephesians 

4:1-16 
          b.  The Church is a people living redemptively as citizens of God’s kingdom, 

Ephesians 5:1-21 

     5.  Williams Creek Baptist Church: Defined and Shaped by Doctrine (sessions 8-10) 
          a.  Welcome to WCBC: Our Doctrines and Documents 
          b.  Welcome to WCBC: Our Polity and Membership Requirements 
          c.  Welcome to WCBC: Our Ministry, Missions, and Cooperation 

I concluded by presenting three definitions for the church, church membership, 

and membership assimilation.  First, the church must be properly defined according to 

God’s Word.  Dever states, “The church is the body of people called by God’s grace 

through faith in Christ to glorify him together by serving him in the world.”2  Second, the 

members of the church must be properly identified according to God’s Word.  Leeman 

clarifies,  

Church membership is (1) a covenant of union between a particular church and a 
Christian, a covenant that consists of (2) the church’s affirmation of the Christian’s 
gospel profession, (3) the church’s promise to give oversight to the Christian, and 
(4) the Christian’s promise to gather with the church and submit to its oversight.3

Finally, the members of the church must be properly assimilated.  Warren asserts, 

“Assimilation is the task of moving people from an awareness of your church to attendance 

at your church to active membership in your church.”4

2Mark E. Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” in A Theology for the Church, ed. Daniel Akin 
(Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2007), 768. 

3Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love: Reintroducing the 
Doctrine of Church Membership and Discipline (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 217. 

4Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church: Growth without Compromising Your Message and 
Mission (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 309.  
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Week 5 (Session 2) 

Session 2 presented the first of two messages focused upon a proper definition 

of the church beginning with Ephesians 1:1-14, entitled “The Church Is a People for God’s 

Own Possession” (see appendix 4).  Paul introduces the church as a people for God’s own 

possession.  I wanted the participants to see this description of the church within the 

context of the greater story of God’s promise to make a people for His own name for the 

following reasons.  First, describing the church in this way reveals how God has been 

working throughout world history, which serves as the stage of His redemptive purposes5

to sovereignly elect and preserve a people for His own possession.  John Stott declares,  

[T]he church lies at the very center of the eternal purpose of God.  It is not a divine 
afterthought.  It is not an accident of history.  On the contrary, the church is God’s 
new community.  For his purpose, conceived in a past eternity, being worked out in 
history, and perfected in a future eternity.6

Second, as God’s new community, believers have been sovereignly and 

strategically chosen.  In years past, other nations were excluded from the commonwealth 

of Israel and were strangers to God’s covenant promises, but now, through the blood of 

Christ and His cross, both Jews and Gentiles are united together as one people for His 

own possession (cf. Exod 19:5-6; 1 Pet 2:9-10).  Seeing every believer as chosen and 

strategically placed by God in His new community strengthens understanding about how 

to become a part of the church. 

Finally, I wanted the participants to understand that the definition of the church 

must be doctrinally ascertained.  From the very outset of Ephesians, Paul employs the 

doctrines that both define and shape the church. Some of these doctrines include theology, 

Christology, pneumatology, the Trinity, hamartiology, soteriology, eschatology, and 

5Jonathan Edwards understood and taught this principle well. Marsden reveals, “Edwards led 
his people on a journey that would help them see that all history, including their own, was of one piece, 
centered in Christ’s work.” George Marsden, Jonathan Edwards: A Life (New Haven, CT: Yale University 
Press, 2003), 195. 

6John Stott, The Living Church: Convictions of a Lifelong Pastor (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 2007), 19. 



89 

ecclesiology.  These doctrines serve to forge the church’s existence, formation, and 

function in this world. 

Week 6 (Session 3) 

Session 3 presented the second of two messages focused upon a proper 

definition of the church from Ephesians 2:1-10, entitled “The Church Is a People Saved 

by God’s Grace” (see appendix 5).  Having defined the church as the people for God’s 

own possession, Paul reveals how God has created His people through the power of 

regeneration in Christ Jesus (Eph 2:4-5).  Thus I began this session by clarifying that the 

members of the church are those who have experienced this regenerative work of God in 

salvation and are identified with and through a visible local body of believers.  I gave an 

example from 1 Corinthians 5 where Paul identifies two distinct types of people who are 

either inside the church or outside of the church.  Central to the identification of those 

inside the church is the evidence of regeneration in the lives of those individuals. 

Accordingly, the church, contrary to much contemporary understanding, is not 

simply an event to be attended or some form of religious civic organization instituted by 

mankind. The church is the community of God’s chosen people who have been created in 

Christ Jesus for the praise of His glory.  I explained why this truth is significant to an 

understanding of the definition of church for three reasons.  First, membership in this 

community rests solely within God’s elective purposes.  To this end, God chose His people 

in Christ before the foundation of the world.  It is impossible for people to come to God 

on their own terms because they are all spiritually dead. 

Second, those who now belong to God were previously dead in their trespasses 

and sins and by nature children of wrath (Eph 2:1-3).  In other words, membership rests 

solely in God’s divine power.  God demonstrated His power in love, mercy, and grace by 

making His people alive together with Christ (Eph 2:4-5, 8-9).  Therefore, the church exists 

as a result of God’s sovereign creation, not by the religious mechanisms of fallen humanity.   
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Finally, membership in this community is for God’s distinct purposes.  Each 

member of the church is created in Christ Jesus for good works, which He prepared 

beforehand that they would walk in them (Eph 2:10).  Chappel rightly clarifies “There be 

no aloof sitting on the sidelines waiting for God to work because of his sovereignty and 

our finitude.  He has already told us that he has prepared us for good works . . . making 

known his kindness to a world that must glorify him.”7 Thus it is vital for members to see 

themselves in the greater context of God’s elective purposes, regenerative creation, and 

divinely commissioned service.   

Week 7 (Session 4) 

Session 4 presented the first of two messages focused upon properly identifying 

the membership of the church beginning with Ephesians 2:11-22, entitled “The Church Is 

a People Built upon God’s Word” (see appendix 6).  I began this message by reviewing 

how Paul employs the rich doctrines of faith throughout the epistle in order to reveal the 

church’s foundation and to shape the church’s formation and identity.  The members of 

God’s chosen community would come to understand who they are through His Word. 

First, Paul wanted Gentiles to remember their former identity apart from God’s 

redemptive work through Christ.  They were previously identified as people “separate 

from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants 

of promise, having no hope and without God in the world” (Eph 2:12).  Peter adds that 

the Gentiles “were once not a people . . . [who] had not received mercy” (1 Pet 2:10).  

This hopeless condition describes the state of every unbeliever. 

Second, Paul reveals how Gentiles have now come to be identified among 

God’s people through the good news of the gospel.  This gospel was preached to those 

who were far away (Gentiles) and to those who were near (Jews).  Central to this 

7Bryan Chapell, Ephesians, Reformed Expository Commentary (Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R, 
2009), 90. 
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message is the fact that God has made peace through Christ who has reconciled these two 

distinct groups, Jews and Gentiles, “in one body to [Himself] through the cross” (Eph 

2:16).  This promise that God would make a people for His own possession was revealed 

through prophets like Moses (Exod 19:5-6) and was ultimately fulfilled through Jesus 

Christ, the precious cornerstone of God’s holy temple.  Peter affirms the identity of God’s 

chosen people as those who believe in this precious corner stone and thereby known as 

His “chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession”

(1 Pet 2:9).  Every member of the church is an individual who has believed this gospel 

and is identified by its message as presented in teaching of the apostles and prophets.  

Therefore, the local church employs the teachings of God’s Word in its “affirmation of 

the Christian’s gospel profession [and its] oversight to the Christian.”8

Finally, Paul identifies this community as those who are built upon the 

foundation of God’s revelation given through His holy apostles and prophets (Eph 2:20).  

This divine revelation about Christ Jesus is the central message of the church’s faith (Rom 

10:13-17).  This divine revelation properly identifies those who are being built together 

into God’s holy dwelling (Eph 2:21), the church.  As such, each member is a living stone 

in this spiritual house, divinely chosen and appointed for a lifetime of spiritual obedience 

and service only possible through one’s identity in Jesus Christ (1 Pet 2:5).   

Week 8 (Session 5) 

Session 5 presented the second of two messages focused upon properly 

identifying the membership of the church from Ephesians 3:1-13, entitled “The Church Is 

a People Displaying God’s Manifold Wisdom” (see appendix 7).  The members of the 

church serve yet a more significant and eternal purpose in their corporate identity.  Having 

established how God identifies and builds His people through the Word, Paul now reveals 

how this corporate identity of the church displays the manifold wisdom of God to the 

8Leeman, The Church, 217. 
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rulers and authorities in the heavenly places (Eph 3:10).  How he comes to this ultimate 

and God-glorifying conclusion is important to understanding one’s individual placement 

and identity within the church. 

First, Paul understands his individual placement and identity within the church.  

He was a prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of the Gentiles (Eph 3:1).  This fact speaks 

to the sovereign and strategic placement of God’s people, like Paul, within the church 

body.  Although Paul was imprisoned for his faithful proclamation of the gospel, he 

recognized God’s calling in these circumstances (Acts 9:15-16).  He was a steward by 

God’s grace of the mystery of Christ, which was previously hidden (Eph 3:5), but was 

made known to him through divine revelation (Eph 3:2-3).  He was a minister according 

to God’s grace and power.  Just as Paul was divinely appointed, gifted, and strategically 

placed at just the right time in history to serve God’s purposes for the church, so it is with 

every member of the church.  Every member of the church must come to understand their 

place in God’s greater story.  Paul addresses the gifts given to each member and to the 

church body which serve the mutual edification and building up of the church in 

Ephesians 4.  He was a preacher, gifted to preach the unfathomable riches of Christ, so 

that manifold wisdom of God might now be displayed through the church (Eph 3:8, 10). 

Second, every member of the church is united in this bold declaration of God’s 

manifold wisdom to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realm.  God has chosen and 

ransomed His people from every tribe, tongue, nation, and people group upon the earth.  

God is most glorified by the display of His wisdom through the church where there “is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; 

for [we] are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28).  Hamilton writes, “God accomplishes 

salvation that unifies people in Christ, demonstrating his glory.”9  Therefore, every member 

9James M. Hamilton, God’s Glory in Salvation through Judgment: A Biblical Theology
(Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 480. 
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of the church should come to recognize their sovereign placement among God’s chosen 

people as those who display His glory. 

Finally, through this session, I wanted the participants to see the church’s 

identity as God has designed it from eternity.  The fact that the manifold wisdom of God 

is now being displayed through the church is the result of God’s eternal purpose carried 

out in Christ Jesus (Eph 3:11).  Christ is building His church (Matt 16:18).  Christ is the 

head of His church (Eph 4:15).  Each member of the church has been chosen in Christ 

from before the foundation of the world (Eph 1:4).  Each member has been made alive 

together with Christ (Eph 2:5).  Each member of the church was created in Christ Jesus 

for good works which God prepared beforehand so that they would walk in them (Eph 

2:10).  Each one of these divine truths speak to God’s eternal plan for the existence and 

formation of the church.  Contrary to recent trends, which have led many to rethink the 

ways they are understanding and functioning as the church, God’s Word serves to instruct 

the church’s membership concerning its purpose, identity, and placement in this world. 

Week 9 (Session 6) 

Session 6 presented the first of two messages focused upon properly 

assimilating the membership of the church beginning with Ephesians 4:1-16, entitled 

“The Church Is a People Supernaturally Equipped for God’s Service” (see appendix 8).  

Having properly defined the church and identified the membership, Paul now turns his 

attention toward how the members of the church are properly assimilated.  Assimilation 

is not simply accomplished by individuals joining the church, attending services, and 

being involved in programs or ministries.  While each of these actions are important and 

have their place in the assimilation process, the truth presented in this text is not about a 

perfunctory process, but a way of life and living together as the church. 

First, every member of the church is called to walk faithfully and unified as 

kingdom citizens.  These citizens are charged “to walk in a manner worthy of the calling 

with which [we] have been called” (Eph 4:1).  Chapell clarifies, “This calling . . . involves 
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all the privileges and responsibilities of the Christian life,”10 which include, but are not 

limited to, the presence and the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:2-3) and an unwavering 

commitment to the foundational doctrines that unite us as one (Eph 4:4-6). 

Second, every member is called to serve the kingdom.  Every member needs to 

recognize that “to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s 

gift” (Eph 4:7).  Each member has not only been sovereignly and strategically placed 

within the church body (1 Cor 12:18), but each member has been supernaturally and 

distinctly gifted to serve and strengthen the membership of the church (1 Pet 4:10).  These 

gifts are given proportionately and discriminatively according to Christ’s authority to 

each member of the church (Eph 4:7-10). 

Third, so that every member can become thoroughly equipped for the work of 

service, the Lord has given equipping gifts to the church.  These equipping gifts include 

apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastors/teachers.  This equipping of the membership 

advances the work of service and results in “the building up of the body of Christ” (Eph 

4:12), unity, and spiritual maturity (Eph 4:13). 

Finally, every member is to grow to the level of “a mature man, to the measure 

of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ” (Eph 4:13).  Growing toward 

Christlike maturity enables each member to stand firm according to sound doctrine (Eph 

4:14), to speak truth to one another in love (Eph 4:15), and to grow by the power of 

Christ into a unified body resulting in each member properly employing their gifts and 

loving one another (Eph 4:16). 

Week 10 (Session 7) 

Session 7 presented the second of two messages focused upon properly 

assimilating the membership of the church from Ephesians 5:1-21, entitled “The Church 

Is a People Living Redemptively as Citizens of God’s Kingdom” (see appendix 9).  In 

10Chapell, Ephesians, 183. 



95 

order to advance an understanding of what it means to live as the church, Paul describes 

God’s people as those who are set apart and distinct from the world.  God has “rescued us 

from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son” (Col 

1:13).  Members who are properly assimilated within the life of the church walk 

redemptively as kingdom citizens within the world. 

First, members of the church are recognized as those set apart unto God.  Paul 

has already rehearsed how believers formerly lived prior to God’s gracious work of 

regeneration (Eph 2:1-3).  In this chapter, Paul calls believers to “be imitators of God as 

beloved children” (Eph 5:1), then he reveals what this imitation looks like.  Those who 

belong to and imitate God walk in the love of God as exemplified through Christ (Eph 

5:2), in the Light in the Lord consisting in all goodness and righteousness (Eph 5:8-9), in 

the wisdom of God so as to understand the will of the Lord (Eph 5:15-17), and in the 

Spirit of God, and thereby under His power and direction (Eph 5:18). 

Second, the members of the church are distinguished from those who walk 

according to the course of the world.  The Christlike love of the saints is distinguished 

from the idolatrous false love of the world described as immorality, impurity, and greed 

(Eph 5:3-7).  The children of Light are distinguished from their former life of darkness 

(Eph 5:8-13).  Those who walk in the wisdom and will of the Lord are distinguished from 

the unwise and foolish (Eph 5:15-17).  Those filled with the Spirit are distinguished from 

those drunk with wine (Eph 5:18).  With each of these distinct contrasts, the members of 

the church are clearly distinguished from what would have been their former state of 

existence prior to regeneration. 

Third, the members of the church are instructed to speak “to one another 

within the worshiping community.”11  The local church gathers together for the purpose 

of praise, instruction, and mutual edification (Heb 10:25).  True worshipers worship in 

11Frank Thielman, Ephesians, Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand 
Rapids: Baker, 2010), 143. 
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spirit and truth (John 4:23).  Members are instructed to speak to one another in “psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs” (Eph 5:19) and through “the public reading of Scripture . . . 

exhortation and teaching” (1 Tim 4:13).     

Finally, Paul has called the members of the church to “subject to one another in 

the fear of Christ” (Eph 5:21).  Leeman offers some helpful insight here, stating, that the 

“covenant of union between a particular church and a Christian, [is] a covenant that 

consists [of] . . . the church’s promise to give oversight to the Christian, and . . . the 

Christian’s promise to gather with the church and submit to its oversight.”12  This oversight 

is actualized through the submission of the church’s membership under the authority of 

the church’s leadership (Heb 13:17), mutually among fellow members (Matt 18:15-16), 

and ultimately under the entire church body (Matt 18:17-18).   

The work of assimilation involves the members of the church being dispatched 

and engaging the lost with the gospel.  Assimilation is ultimately about faithful stewardship 

of the gospel and the making of disciples.  Potential members respond in regenerate faith, 

believer’s baptism, growing discipleship, and possess distinguishing characteristics found 

among the saints.  Assimilation continues through the ongoing work of equipping, 

serving, maturing, gathering together, and walking redemptively as kingdom citizens. 

Week 11 (Session 8) 

Session 8 presented the first of three messages focused upon an introduction to 

Williams Creek Baptist Church from Ephesians 4:4-6 and 5:22-6:9, entitled “Welcome to 

Williams Creek Baptist Church: Our Doctrines and Documents” (see appendix 10).  I 

explained how these truths revealed in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians about God and the 

creation of His church are intended to define and shape our local body of Christ known as 

Williams Creek Baptist Church.  The apostles and prophets, by the divine revelation of 

God, have preserved these essential doctrines by which the church exists and is formed.  

12Leeman, The Church, 217. 
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Therefore, our local church must be defined, identified, and assimilated in accordance to 

these essential doctrines. 

In addition to the study guides, I provided copies of our essential documents 

(i.e. church constitution and by-laws, core beliefs/statement of faith, and church covenant) 

for each individual.  Having these documents available made it possible for the 

participants to see firsthand how these truths about the church have shaped who we are 

and how we function as a local church.  This session was designed to show how our 

church is defined, our members are identified, and our members are assimilated 

according to these doctrines.  These church documents were also made available on 

Williams Creek Baptist Church’s website. 

First, I presented how Williams Creek Baptist has been shaped and defined by 

the essential doctrines presented in the apostles’ teaching in Ephesians.  This epistle is 

rich in the doctrines of our faith.  I reviewed some of the core doctrines that Paul presents: 

the doctrine of the Triune God (Eph 4:4-6), the doctrine of God (Eph 4:6; 1:2-3, 4-5, 9-

11; 2:4-5, 8-9; 3:11-12; 4:6), the doctrine of Christ (Eph 4:5; 1:4-5, 7, 11, 22; 5:23), the 

doctrine of the Spirit (Eph 4:4; 1:13; 2:18, 22; 3:5, 16; 4:3; 5:18), the doctrine of 

Salvation (Eph 2:1-10; 1:7), and the doctrine of the church (Eph 1-6; 1:14; 2:10, 20; 4:15-

16; 5:22-32).  As I reviewed each of these doctrines, I gave examples from our church’s 

core beliefs/statement of faith to show how these doctrines have been foundational in the 

formation and function of our church. 

Second, I presented how members of the church are identified by these 

doctrines.  Because the subsequent week’s session would address membership 

requirements, I chose to apply the doctrine of the Triune God to illustrate this point.  

Candidates for church membership are those who by one Spirit have been called in one 

hope (Eph 4:4).  These individuals have not only come to be sealed by the Holy Spirit of 

promise (Eph 1:13), but they have experienced and give evidence to the indwelling of the 

Spirit in their lives (Eph 2:22).  Member candidates have also affirmed the one Lord of 
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our faith, Jesus Christ, and have been baptized (Eph 4:5; Matt 16:16-17; Acts 2:37-38).  

Finally, by one God we serve as members of His household (Eph 4:6).  Member 

candidates affirm being brought into God’s family by the blood of Christ (Eph 2:11-13), 

have become fellow citizens with other believers, and are members of God’s household 

(Eph 2:17-19) which exists visibly within the context of the local church.   

Finally, I presented how the members of the church are assimilated according 

to these doctrines.  The members of the church walk together according to the wisdom of 

God (Eph 5:15, 22-32).  The members of the church are making the most of their time for 

God’s kingdom (Eph 5:16): The members of the church are making the most of their time 

within the church body (Eph 4:25-32; 5:18-21), their families (Eph 5:22-32; 6:1-4), the 

workplace (Eph 6:5-9), and their overall witness in the world (Eph 5:3-5; 1 Pet 3:15).  The 

members of the church are also walking together according to the will of the Lord (Eph 

5:17).  Once again I gave an example from our church covenant to show how these 

doctrines have become foundational and formative concerning how we walk together as 

the church.  I closed by encouraging the participants to spend time reviewing the church 

documents so that they would not only become more familiar with who we are as a church, 

but that they would also see how we have been defined and shaped by these doctrinal 

truths. 

Week 12 (Session 9) 

Session 9 presented the second of three messages focused upon an introduction 

to Williams Creek Baptist Church from Ephesians 1:1-7, 2:19-22, and 4:4-6, 11-12, entitled 

“Welcome to Williams Creek Baptist Church: Our Polity and Membership Requirements” 

(see appendix 11).  I began this session by reminding that participants that Williams 

Creek Baptist Church is built upon the doctrines of faith as presented by the apostles and 

prophets in God’s Word.  To this end, these doctrinal truths have defined who we are as a 

church, identified members, and revealed how the members are to be fully assimilated.  
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Then I explained that the purpose of this session was to introduce the basic church polity 

and membership requirements of Williams Creek Baptist Church. 

First, the polity of the church has been defined and shaped by these doctrines 

(Eph 2:19-22).  I explained that church polity represents the organizational/governmental 

structure of the local church body.  Dever writes, “I believe that God has revealed in His 

Word all that we need to know in order to love and serve Him, and this includes what we 

need to know even about the organization of our churches.”13  Based upon what God has 

revealed in His Word, the church’s polity is structured as congregational rule, elder led, 

and diaconate served.   

The members of the congregation have been strategically and divinely placed 

(1 Cor 12:18) and divinely empowered (Matt 18:15-18) as the final rule in all matters of 

church membership and discipline (1 Cor 5:1-2), conflicts and disputes (Acts 6:3-6), and 

are called to guard and uphold the doctrines of faith (Eph 4:14; 1 Tim 5:19-20).   

The elders/pastors/overseers (Eph 4:11-12) have been marked by a God-given 

charge (Acts 20:28), job description (Acts 6:4), qualifications (1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9), 

and accountability (Heb 13:17; 1 Pet 5:1-4).  These men are set apart by God to shepherd 

the flock of God which He purchased with His blood.   

The diaconate supports the ministry of the elders and the needs of the people 

by providing care for the members of the church body (Acts 6:2-3) and enabling the elders 

to devote their time to the ministry of the Word and to prayer (Acts 6:4).  The deacons 

are also set apart and marked by God-given qualifications (1 Tim 3:8-13).  The 

participants were instructed to review the church constitution, by-laws, and the core 

beliefs/statement of faith for more information about the church’s polity. 

Second, the church membership requirements are defined and shaped by these 

doctrines (Eph 1:1).  I explained that when Peter confessed that Jesus was “the Christ, the 

13Mark Dever, A Display of God’s Glory: Basics of Church Structure, 2nd ed. (Washington, 
DC: IX Marks, 2001), 1. 
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Son of the living God” (Matt 16:16), Jesus then declared that “upon this rock I will build 

my church” (Matt 16:18).  This confession of Peter’s faith about who Jesus is became 

foundational to the building of Christ’s church and fundamental to everyone who would 

come to be united with His church.  Then, Jesus gave His apostles the “keys of the 

kingdom of heaven” (Matt 16:19).  Clowney states, “The keys opened the kingdom to 

individuals, households or cities that received the gospel message, but closed it to those 

who rejected the Lord of the kingdom.”14  Therefore the membership of the local church 

employs the use of these keys for the purpose of recognizing and affirming the potential 

member candidate’s reception of the gospel message. 

Candidates for church membership must confess the one Lord of our Faith, 

Jesus Christ the Son of the living God (Eph 4:5; Matt 16:16-17), repent, and follow 

Christ in believer’s baptism (Acts 2:37-38; Matt 28:19).  The local church affirms the 

potential member candidate’s identification with Christ (Matt 16:19), identifies those 

who are inside and outside of the church (1 Cor 5:9-13), and provides God-given 

oversight to those who become united with the church (1 Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11).   

At this point, I directed each individual’s attention to their study guide and the 

question, “How does an individual become a member of WCBC?”  This statement from 

Article V of the WCBC Constitution and By-Laws provides a summary statement 

concerning the requirements for those desiring to unite with the membership of the church. 

I encouraged anyone who had questions or a desire to become a member of the church to 

contact me personally or follow up with any of the church’s elders. 

Week 13 (Session 10) 

Session 10 presented the final of three messages focused upon an introduction 

to Williams Creek Baptist Church from Ephesians 6:18-24, entitled “Welcome to Williams 

Creek Baptist Church: Our Ministries, Missions, and Cooperation” (see appendix 12).  I 

14Edmund Clowney, The Church (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1995), 41. 
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shared that it was a fitting conclusion to the membership course series to not only talk 

about how the church partners together in serving (ministry), sending (missions), and 

working with other churches and believers (cooperation), but that the church does so in 

the context of Paul’s call for the church to pray (Eph 6:18-19). 

First, Williams Creek Baptist partners together in serving (ministry; Eph 6:18).  

Paul begins this section of the text with a call to prayer (Eph 6:18).  In the previous verses, 

he described the type of work in which the church is engaging.  This work is spiritual.  

This work engages spiritual struggles and battles “against the rulers, against the powers, 

against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 

heavenly places” (Eph 6:12).  The work of ministry requires the members’ dependence 

upon God’s power to remain steadfast in truth, righteousness, the gospel, faith, salvation, 

and the Word of God (Eph 6:14-17).  I explained that all members of the body of Christ 

partner together to serve the Lord in the work of ministry.  This ministry strengthens and 

builds up the membership of the church (Eph 4:12-13) and causes the spiritual growth 

and advancement of the church (Eph 4:16).  Thus, as each member of the church is called, 

gifted, equipped, and engaged in the work of ministry, Paul calls each one to pray in the 

Spirit and persevere in prayer for one another (Eph 6:18).   

I directed everyone’s attention to the back page of the study guide.  I provided 

a few ways that each individual could begin praying for the ministry of WCBC: faithful 

preaching and teaching of the Word, engaging the community with the gospel, edifying 

and building the body, and every member serving in ministry.  I also explained the various 

ministries and opportunities for service and encouraged every individual to pray for 

God’s direction, speak with leaders and fellow members about serving, and get involved.   

Second, Williams Creek Baptist partners together in sending (missions; Eph 

6:19-22).  Paul requests prayer on his behalf for bold proclamation of the gospel and the 

battle engaged in the missionary endeavor of the gospel.  Paul was an ambassador for the 

gospel and he, along with his fellow companions, were strategically placed on the field as 
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missionaries.  Many of the team members that served with Paul on his missionary journeys 

had come from the very churches he had planted and served.  Some of these team members 

had become believers as a result of Paul’s ministry.  Other team members were set apart 

and deployed by the local churches to support the missionary endeavor of the gospel.  

I once again directed the participants to their study guides.  I provided a list of 

missionaries the church partners with to advance the gospel.  These individuals are 

deployed both overseas and in North America and are engaged in reaching unreached 

people groups, church planting, campus ministry, and chaplaincy in the military.  

Additionally, I provided examples of those whom have been sent from our own church 

who are preparing for missionary service and deployment.  I encouraged the participants 

to keep this list, pray every day for these families, and look for opportunities to serve and 

encourage them. 

Finally, Williams Creek Baptist partners together with all the saints 

(cooperation; Eph 6:23-24).  As fellow believers in Christ Jesus, the church is united in 

the great missionary endeavor of the gospel.  Paul engaged the local churches, many of 

which he and his team members had planted, in ongoing partnership for the advancement 

of the gospel.  These early churches partnered together with Paul and his companions 

through prayer, corporate witness, financial provision, and sending members from their 

own congregations to serve on the field.   

Once more, I encouraged the participants to look to the study guide.  I provided 

examples for how Williams Creek Baptist is cooperating locally (the Immanuel 

Association and fellow churches), statewide (the West Virginia Convention of Southern 

Baptists), nationally (the Southern Baptist Convention, Cooperative Program, and North 

American Mission Board), and internationally (the International Mission Board and OMF 

International).  I also provided website addresses for the and North American Mission 

Board, International Mission Board, OMF International, and West Virginia Convention 

of Southern Baptists that provide daily prayer updates and requests for these missionary 
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agencies with which the church partners.  I closed the session with a time of prayer 

walking through this list.    

Weeks 14 to 15: Surveying and Evaluation 

The final two weeks of the project were dedicated to administering the post-

course knowledge-based surveys with each individual from the membership and regular 

attenders who participated in the church membership course and the meeting with the 

elders to review their evaluation of the membership course and material. 

Week 14: Participant  
Post-Course Survey 

Week 14 was dedicated to the completion and assessment of the post-course 

knowledge-based surveys by each participant.  On Tuesday, March 24, 2015, a letter (see 

appendix 16) was mailed to each participant thanking them for their prayers and 

participation in the membership course, and requesting their completion of the post-course 

surveys.  The surveys were completed and returned on or before April 5, 2015.  The 

completed surveys were assessed and the data was recorded and compared with the pre-

course knowledge-based surveys in order to measure each participant’s growth in their 

knowledge and understanding of the church as an institution and church membership 

since completing the course.  This assessment not only enabled me to measure growth 

during the series, but it also served to measure the effectiveness of the course material 

and presentation.  The results from this assessment are presented in chapter 5. 

Week 15: Elder Evaluation 

Week 15 involved the completion and assessment of the elder evaluation of the 

membership course material.  Four elders completed the pre-course orientation and 

received a copy of the elder evaluation prior to the beginning of the series.  I scheduled a 

meeting with these elders on Thursday, April 9, 2015, to review the evaluations and they 

were completed and submitted on Sunday, April 12, 2015.  We also discussed the 
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viability of incorporating this course as the program for assimilating potential members at 

Williams Creek Baptist.  The results of the elder evaluations and meeting were assessed, 

recorded, and are presented in chapter 5. 

Conclusion 

The implementation of this ministry project has been a worthwhile and growing 

experience.  Developing a course from Ephesians on what it means to be the church, a 

church member, and how to assimilate new members into the life and ministry of the 

church has not only been beneficial for the people of Williams Creek Baptist, but can be 

helpful for other churches as well.  The membership course outline, weekly teaching 

sessions and study guides, and the weekly implementation plan can be readily adapted to 

other local church settings.  Although I presented this series to the larger congregation on 

Sunday mornings, these sessions were designed to be presented to any size group and 

could be taught as a short-term course as a Sunday school class, small group, or even 

during a weekend retreat/conference setting.  While the greater content of the materials 

are transferable to any local church setting, each church would simply adapt and 

incorporate the information that is relative to their own local body (i.e. church doctrines, 

documents, polity, member requirements, ministries, missions). 

In an era when so many people are choosing to leave the church or even 

choosing to no longer identify with the church, it is vitally important to the fulfilment of 

the Great Commission of Jesus Christ, to make and baptize disciples, teaching them all that 

He has commanded, which includes His teaching about the church. 
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CHAPTER 5 

EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT 

The evaluation of this ministry project that involved the implementation of a 

membership course at Williams Creek Baptist not only serves to bring this experience to 

a proper conclusion, but also provides helpful insights for improving and incorporating 

this course as the program of assimilation for the church.  To this end, this chapter presents 

an evaluation of the purpose and goals of the project.  Additionally, the strengths and 

weaknesses of the project are discussed, as well as aspects of the project that could have 

been done differently.  Finally, I reflect upon the theological foundation of the project, 

and provide some personal reflections and a brief conclusion. 

Evaluation of the Project’s Purpose 

The purpose of this project was to implement a church membership course in 

order to equip the members and regular attenders of Williams Creek Baptist Church with 

a basic biblical ecclesiology for the church.  The project helped individuals grow in their 

understanding of ecclesiology and thereby strengthen membership identity, foster doctrinal 

unity, and assimilate them into the life of the church.  The successful execution of the 

project has been demonstrated through measured participant growth, strengthened 

member identity and doctrinal unity, and early indications of participant assimilation. 

First, the purpose of the project was effectively accomplished in equipping 

members and regular attenders with a basic ecclesiology for the church.  The data collected 

from the pre and post-course surveys revealed a marked increase in ecclesiological 

growth of the participants.  There was a 10 percent increase in the overall participant 

score between the pre and post-course surveys (see appendix 20, tables A11 and A12).  
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These positive results not only indicate discernible growth, but also a definite need for 

this membership course, which was designed to bring about this growth. 

Second, the purpose of the project was effectively accomplished in strengthening 

member identity and doctrinal unity.  The pre and post-course surveys were strategically 

designed not only to gauge the ecclesiological knowledge of each participant, but to also 

assess understanding about their current identity with the church and gather information 

about their previous church (ecclesiological) background.  

The project served to strengthen member identity.  The purpose of the project 

was strategic to target both members and regular attenders of the church.  Participants 

indicated how they identified with the church.  The data from these surveys revealed that 

of the 37 participants, 78.4 percent identified as members and 21.6 percent identified as 

regular attenders (see appendix 20, table A8).  Having participants indicate their status 

not only served to raise the awareness of how they identify with the church, but it was 

also a catalyst for scheduling meetings with 8 regular attenders who, because of the 

course, had become interested in pursuing church membership. 

The project served to strengthen doctrinal unity.  The data from the pre and 

post-course surveys revealed that 11 different denominations were represented among the 

participants (see appendix 20, table A6) with 48.6 percent having a Baptist only 

background and 51.4 percent coming from other church backgrounds (see appendix 20, 

table A7).  These various denominational backgrounds represent different ecclesiological 

orientations.  Although the pre and post-course surveys were limited to a small number of 

ecclesiological questions, the data reveals a significant increase in the number of overall 

participant correct answers.  Out of the 16 multiple choice questions, all participants got 3 

questions (19 percent) correct on the pre-course survey (see appendix 20, table A10).  

Those same participants got a total of 10 questions (63 percent) correct on the post-course 

survey (see appendix 20, table A12), representing a 44 percent increase.  Because these 

questions were purposefully ecclesiological (i.e. addressing church polity, membership, 
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community, discipline, etc.), these results also represent a statistical positive increase 

toward doctrinal unity among project participants. 

Finally, indications that the purpose of the project of assimilating members and 

regular attenders into the life of the church had effectively begun.  Incidental evidence 

was indicated by participant short answer responses on the surveys.  For example, for 

question 17, “According to Hebrews 10:25, why must the church not forsake assembling 

together?” participants responded (see appendix 20, table A11) with the following 

categories of short answers with frequency: Encouraging one another (31), meeting 

together often (5), and loving one another and good deeds (6).  Participant responses and 

frequency to the same question were considerably stronger (47.5 percent increase) on the 

post-course survey (see appendix 20, table A13):  Encouraging one another (33), meeting 

together often (18), loving one another and good deeds (17), and obedience to God’s 

Word (12).  Moreover, when asked in question 20, “In what way can each individual 

become more committed to and strengthen the local church,” participants responded with 

a 31 percent increased answer frequency, including 5 additional responses, on the post-

course survey (see appendix 20, table A13).  Although these results suggested a statistical 

positive increase in participant understanding, they also provided insights into the 

participants’ thinking concerning personal engagement in the life of the church.   

The most prominent evidence of participants moving toward assimilation was 

prevalent among the regular attenders.  Eight of those who completed the membership 

course indicated their desire to become church members.  As of the writing of this 

chapter, 3 of those individuals have become members, 3 will be presented at the next 

church members meeting, and 2 others are currently under consideration.   

Although more time will be required to know with greater certainty, the 

evidence presented provides early indications that the purpose of the project has been 

effectively accomplished.  This assertion is further evidenced in the evaluation of the 

project goals. 
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Evaluation of the Project’s Goals 

The project set out to accomplish three goals.  These goals were effectively 

measured through the employment of evaluative tools providing strong and conclusive 

data that reveals the overall success of the project.  Although helpful insights for 

improving this process were gained through the collection of this data, the final two goals 

for the project were decisively met, while the first goal came up disappointingly short. 

The first goal was to evaluate the existing knowledge of current members and 

regular attenders at Williams Creek Baptist regarding ecclesiology.  This goal was 

measured through the development of a knowledge-based survey (see appendix 17) of the 

church membership course material and was administered to participants prior to the 

implementation of the membership course.  While the data retrieved from the survey 

provided excellent information about each participant and their knowledge of the subject 

matter, the goal for having 90 percent of the current members and regular attenders 

completing the survey was not met.  The number of members who completed the pre-

course survey was 29, representing 67.4 percent (see appendix 20, table A9) of those 

eligible to participate in the ministry project.  The number of regular attenders who 

completed the pre-course survey was 8, representing 57.1 percent (see appendix 20, table 

A9) of those eligible to participate.   

The second goal was to develop a church membership course based upon the 

teaching from the book of Ephesians.  This goal was measured by the elders of the church 

using a rubric model post-course evaluation assessing the effectiveness of the course 

material and by unanimously approving the implementation of the course as the program 

for membership assimilation.  The rubric scale for each category was between 0 to 3 points, 

with 3 being the highest score.  Four elders assessed and scored the five categories of the 

course material (see appendix 20, table A14) as follows: course material organization 

(10/12), course material study guide handouts (11/12), a basic ecclesiology (11/12), 

introductory information about Williams Creek Baptist Church (12/12), and employment 

of appropriate resources (12/12).  The results were recorded and the course material 
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received a score of 93 percent, accomplishing the goal of 90 percent and above.  

Additionally, the elders unanimously approved the implementation of the course as the 

program for membership assimilation.   

The third goal was to implement a church membership course in order to equip 

members and regular attenders of Williams Creek Baptist with a basic ecclesiology for 

the church.  This goal was measured by re-administering the knowledge-based survey to 

the same participants at the conclusion of the course.  The pre-course survey results of the 

multiple choice questions were recorded and the overall correct answer score for all 

participants was 86 percent (see appendix 20, table A10).  The post-course survey was 

completed by the same participants, the results were recorded, and the overall correct 

answer score for all participants was 96 percent (see appendix 20, table 812).  This goal 

was deemed successful since the t-test comparison of the pre and post-course surveys 

represents a 10 percent positive statistical improvement upon the completion of the 

membership course.   

Strengths of the Project 

The strengths of the project are represented in the ongoing incorporation of this 

membership course for assimilation, the illustration of the sufficiency and authority of the 

Scriptures, theologically sound resources, the engagement of strategic individuals, the 

employment of strategic media resources, and effective course materials. 

First, this project served to meet a significant need for Williams Creek Baptist 

Church.  The ongoing benefit of this project will be the incorporation of this church 

membership course as the program for assimilation.  While there are many types of 

introductory classes provided by churches used for assimilation, much of the content is 

focused predominantly upon the basic beliefs, program options, and service opportunities 

of the local church context.  Although this information is essential to the assimilation 

process, this project has argued and proven the importance of orienting individuals with a 

basic ecclesiology for the church.  This approach serves to strengthen member identity, 
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doctrinal unity, and assimilation into the life of the church.  The course will not only 

serve to assimilate future members into the life of this local church, but it has been 

designed to be easily adapted and incorporated by other local church contexts for 

membership assimilation.     

Second, this project served to illustrate the sufficiency and authority of the 

Scriptures for the church.  Participants were taught how the church is built upon “the 

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone” 

(Eph 2:20), and also shown how this is exemplified within the local context of Williams 

Creek Baptist.  The course would present a biblical ecclesiology.  The study of the book 

of Ephesians was intentional and central to the formation of the course materials.  

MacArthur asserts, “Ephesians focuses on the basic doctrine of the church—what it is 

and how believers function within it.”1  These inspired, inerrant, and timeless truths of 

Scripture have been given by God “so that the man of God may be adequate, equipped 

for every good work” (1 Tim 3:17).  The strength of the course material is founded upon 

the strength of God’s Word. 

Third, this project employed theologically sound resources.  The Doctor of 

Ministry seminars (Historical Theology, Applied Theology, Biblical Theology, 

Ecclesiology, and associated AMEs) were strategic to presenting and engaging historical, 

biblical, and theological resources concerning the church.  These seminars provided 

opportunities to engage and employ these theological resources for the purpose of research, 

writing, and practical ministry application.  In turn, these factors were personally formative 

and provided an excellent foundation for the development of the course material for this 

project.  Additionally, the bibliography provides a substantive list of these resources 

which were essential for the development of the project and will serve others who desire 

to engage the doctrine of the church and the book of Ephesians.   

1John MacArthur, Ephesians, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 
1986), viii. 
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Fourth, this project engaged some very strategic individuals.  The elders of 

Williams Creek Baptist Church were strategic partners throughout the entire ministry 

project experience.  These men provided great counsel and support during the process of 

project selection and development, and also provided excellent feedback and insights as 

they participated in the course evaluation.  Additionally, the participants were strategic 

partners throughout the ministry project experience.  Each individual was dedicated to 

growing through the course study and provided substantive data that proved vital to 

gauging their individual and corporate growth and the effectiveness of the ministry 

project itself.   

Fifth, this project was greatly enhanced through the employment of strategic 

media resources.  With the support of the audio and website ministry team members, the 

weekly sessions were recorded and uploaded to the church website where individuals 

could select a prominent link to access the series by date and title.  This online access 

enabled participants to listen to messages if they were absent for a particular week or if 

they desired to engage the message once again.  Additionally, each session was 

accompanied by a weekly study guide that provided a detailed outline for each message 

and preparatory material for the following week’s session.  Finally, participants greatly 

appreciated other available resources, such as the church documents (constitution/bylaws, 

statement of faith, and church covenant), the church polity and membership requirements, 

and information introducing the church’s ministries, missions, and cooperation. 

Finally, this project has produced greater participant understanding about the 

church through the course material.  Participants grew in their understanding of the church 

as the people for God’s own possession.  Evidence to this growth is indicated in the 

evaluation of the short answer responses of the participants in the pre and post-course 

surveys.  There was a 32 percent increase in the overall number of responses between the 

pre and post-course survey (273 pre-course responses compared to 402 post-course 
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responses; see appendix 20, tables A11 and A13), indicating an increased understanding 

about the church upon completion of the course material.   

Further evidence to this increased understanding is present in the responses 

themselves.  For example, when asked in question 19, “Why is it important for the 

members of the church to see their lives in the context of God’s unfolding story of 

redemption?” participants responded strongly in both surveys (see appendix 20, tables 

A11 and A13) with the need to align their lives to God’s eternal plan, display God’s 

manifold wisdom, and fulfill the Great Commission.  Although the responses to this 

question in both surveys were similar, there was a 30 percent increase in the number of 

responses in the post-course survey (see appendix 20, tables A11 and A13).  Moreover, 

two additional responses to this question, “God is in control” and “Remain steadfast in 

hope of God’s Word,” were present in the post-course survey and not in the pre-course 

survey.  These responses directly relate to key principles taught in the course material.   

Weaknesses of the Project 

The weaknesses of any project represent some of the greatest opportunities for 

improvement.  The evaluation of this project has revealed weaknesses that include the 

need for group interaction, strengthening the presentation of the course material, and 

evaluating the first goal. 

First, this project would have greatly benefited from a format conducive to 

group discussion.  There was ongoing interaction between myself and various participants 

throughout the teaching series that would have greatly influenced and strengthened the 

educational experience for others if they could have participated in those discussions.  In 

hindsight, trying to reach a greater number of participants for the experience came up 

short, not only in the number who actually completed the requirements for the project, 

but because the experience lacked the opportunity for group interaction.   

Second, the clear-cut presentation of the course material has room for 

improvement.  Although the post-course elder evaluations reveal a strong overall score of 
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93 percent (see appendix 20, table A14), the course material organization scored the lowest 

at 83 percent (see appendix 20, table A14).  Additional insight from one of the elders 

indicated some room for improvement.  The overall outline of the course material and 

individual outlines for each session provided a very clear-cut road map for the content 

and progression of each message.  The problem came with any deviation from the weekly 

outline.  To this end, the elder suggested that reviewing the previous session or sessions 

at the beginning of each week presented a deviation from the present message outline for 

the specific session.  This invaluable critique has revealed a notable weakness in the 

weekly presentation of the course material.  While it can be helpful to review previous 

lessons and how they connect with the current lesson, it is important to do so in a manner 

that does not deviate, but serves to support and strengthen the current session.   

Finally, there was a weakness in the evaluation of the first goal.  Although a 

knowledge-based survey of the church membership course material was developed, the 

success of the goal was based on the percentage of members and regular attenders who 

completed the survey.  Albeit having the maximum number of participants involved in 

the project was an admirable measurable goal, this form of measurement does not truly 

evaluate the effectiveness of the actual survey for the material.  The goal could have 

specifically targeted the number of participants or the effectiveness of the actual survey.  

This weakness reveals the need to rethink both the actual target of the goal and how it 

would best be evaluated. 

Aspects of the Project I Would Do Differently 

Examples always come to mind when considering what one might do 

differently upon the completion of any project.  The aspects of the project I would do 

differently would include the inclusion of one simple, but important, question, the 

employment of a small group format, and the implementation of a teacher training 

element. 
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First, I would have added one simple, but important, question to the knowledge 

based survey: “Why should I join a local church?”  This question would have generated 

much needed personal self-reflection concerning church membership with the regular 

attenders of the church.  Additionally, the responses to this question would have given 

great insights into the participants’ mindset and served as a catalyst to engage and further 

the conversation.  Although the surveys served an evaluative purpose for the ministry 

project, they also gauged the ecclesiological background and knowledge of each individual.  

The employment of a similar type of survey, with the addition of this question, will be 

beneficial to the ongoing use of this membership course at Williams Creek. 

Second, having recognized the lack of group interaction as a weakness, I would 

have completed this project with either (1) another context that was conducive to group 

discussion, or at the very least (2) I would have added a weekly opportunity for people to 

gather in smaller groups to further the discussion.  Fortunately, the ongoing use of the 

church membership course will employ a small group format that engages participant 

interaction. 

Finally, I would have implemented a teacher training element as a part of the 

project to equip others so that they could be prepared to teach the church membership 

course in the future.  The training could have begun within the first three weeks of the 

ministry project just prior to the beginning of the course.  This training could have involved 

a basic overview of the course materials, the data collection process from the surveys, 

weekly training regarding each session, and the deployment of these individuals among 

the participants in small groups for the purpose of furthering the discussion.  This basic 

teacher training plan will not only prove beneficial for Williams Creek Baptist as we 

continue to employ the church membership course, but may prove helpful to other 

churches who desire to do the same thing.   
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Reflecting on the Theological  
Foundation of the Project 

The theological foundation of this project was essential to its faithful 

completion.  The purpose of the project itself was theological in its orientation with a 

desire to implement a membership course that equips individuals with a basic ecclesiology.  

The intent is not simply to add an ecclesiological component to a course that introduces 

individuals to the local church.  Instead, the course would introduce a basic ecclesiology 

of the church and then present how that is manifested locally in the form and function of 

the church.  Reflecting on this theological foundation is important because the origins of 

the church are theologically established, orientation about the church is biblically 

ascertained, ecclesiology is intentionally taught from Scripture, properly orients individuals 

about God’s purpose for each member, and serves to strengthen commitment not only to 

Scripture, but most importantly the God of Scripture. 

First, the origins of the church are theologically established, therefore a basic 

ecclesiology is essential for understanding the church.  Understanding the church 

theologically directs attention toward God and His intended design for the church.  The 

church was conceived in eternity past by God for His eternal purposes.  The members of 

the church were chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world.  Every member in 

the church exists and is strategically placed according to God’s sovereign election, 

redemption, and regeneration in Christ, in accordance with both temporal and 

eschatological objectives, and ultimately to the praise of God’s glory.  The church is 

defined, identified, and assimilated in accordance with these and other essential doctrines.  

Orienting individuals theologically enables them to see their lives in the context of God’s 

unfolding redemptive storyline that has been divinely revealed through the Scriptures.   

Second, this ecclesiological orientation about the church is biblically 

ascertained.  The foundation of the church is the divine revelation of God given through 

the holy apostles and prophets.  This divine revelation not only serves the formation of 

the church, but serves to define and shape its existence as God’s chosen people.  Jesus 
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commissioned His disciples to make disciples and teach them all that He commanded.  

This biblical disciplemaking is how Christ builds and fortifies His church.  Matthew 

28:19-20 records how Jesus would build His church upon the rock which is the 

foundational teaching of the apostles and the prophets.  Orienting individuals upon the 

biblical foundation for the church edifies and equips them for service, which in turn 

serves to build up, mature, and strengthen the church body through the ongoing and 

intentional teaching of the Scriptures.   

Third, this basic ecclesiology must be intentionally taught from the Scripture.  

Teaching from Ephesians was an intentional theological exercise, benefiting both myself 

and the project participants.  I grew tremendously from the research, study, and 

development of the Ephesian texts.  This exegetical study yielded rich doctrinal truths 

that served to formalize the outline and the content of the course material.  Far from 

being merely informational, these truths are both transformational and inspirational.  The 

God who chose His people in Christ before the foundation of the world, made them alive 

together with Christ, created them in Christ Jesus for good works which He prepared 

beforehand, and bestows gifts and equips each one of them for the work of service so that 

they would encourage and strengthen and mature and build one another up as the body of 

Christ, has graciously and divinely instructed His people concerning their very existence.  

Fourth, the teaching of ecclesiology properly orients individuals concerning 

God’s purpose for each member of the church corporately and individually.  The ongoing 

corporate existence of the church in the world is theologically strategic.  God is most 

glorified in the redeemed lives of those who comprise the church.  He has redeemed a 

people for His own possession through the blood of His only begotten Son.  This redeemed 

people exists corporately to display God’s manifold wisdom “to the rulers and the 

authorities in the heavenly places” (Eph 3:10).  Additionally, the church serves an ongoing 

priestly function in the world.  Each member of the body has been graciously and 
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supernaturally endowed to serve one another in the body of Christ and to faithfully 

steward the life transformational gospel to the nations.      

Finally, the teaching of a basic ecclesiology from Ephesians serves to strengthen 

commitment to the Scriptures and most importantly to the God of Scripture.  Ephesians is 

divine revelation.  The mystery of the church, once hidden in previous generations, has 

now been revealed by God in this present age.  God has revealed what He intends for His 

people to know about the design, creation, and function of the church.  The ecclesiology 

presented in Ephesians is comprised of various rich and glorious doctrines that serve to 

strengthen faith and devotion to the Scriptures.  Ultimately, the ecclesiological teaching 

of Ephesians strengthens devotion to the God of Scripture. In the end, ecclesiology is not 

simply about the church or the people who comprise the church; ecclesiology is about the 

God who by His sovereign election has created a people for His own possession who 

exist to the praise of His glory. 

Personal Reflections about the Project 

In 1991 I graduated from Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary having 

been part of the conservative resurgence that was underway when I arrived in 1988.  The 

experience of those formative years strengthened my resolve for God’s Word and fueled 

a continuous and growing passion to bring biblically-sound theology to bear upon the life 

and formation of the local church.  Although I had a great desire to return to seminary for 

doctoral studies, an eighteen-year journey brought me to the Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary.  As I reflect on the project, I am grateful for this educational experience, the 

faithful people of Williams Creek Baptist Church, my family, and for my personal 

growth. 

First, I am grateful to the Lord for the opportunity to pursue a Doctor of 

Ministry in Applied Theology.  When I began to search for the program of study that I 

would engage in my doctoral studies, I found great confirmation in a program designed to 

help me grow in applying theology at the local church level.  To this end, God has used 
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the faithful instruction, guidance, and encouragement of James M. Hamilton, T. J. Betts, 

Timothy K. Beougher, Miguel Echevarria, and many other professors, administrative 

staff, and fellow cohort members to help me complete this journey.   

Second, I am grateful to the Lord for the gracious gift of the Williams Creek 

Baptist Church family.  This project went far beyond the scope of one individual’s 

educational development.  This project required the complete support and ongoing 

investment of the people God has given me the privilege to shepherd.  To this end, 

whatever I asked of them, they gave of themselves with great eagerness throughout the 

entire project experience.  We have grown tremendously in our understanding of who we 

are as the church and it is my honor to serve alongside these people for the advancement 

of God’s kingdom.  

Third, this project demanded much of my time, attention, and energy.  

Therefore, this project demanded much of my family.  I am so grateful for the gift God 

has given to me in an exceptionally godly, giving, and supportive wife.  Amidst many 

weeks away, late nights, and long weekends in doctoral studies, she remained steadfast in 

her encouragement and ongoing investment in my life, the family, and the church family.  

Moreover, I have been tremendously blessed with two sons and a daughter who have also 

lovingly sacrificed and given their support throughout this experience.  Additionally, I am 

grateful for my mother, father, and stepmother who have given their love and support 

alongside my wife, children, and the church family. 

Finally, this project profoundly challenged and transformed my life.  I was 

grateful for the challenge of the doctoral seminars.  These courses provided formative 

instruction and engagement with theological and practical subjects that prepared me for 

the effective development and implementation of the project and served to shape my life 

as a man of God.  I have grown in my devotion for the Lord, His Word, and His church.  

I have grown in my appreciation for the presence of God’s strategic and ongoing 

advancement of the church in this world for His glory. 



119 

Conclusion 

The completion of this ministry project represents that the implementation of 

the first membership course at Williams Creek Baptist Church has been successfully 

accomplished.  This project has been the catalyst for the development of a solid 

membership course, teaching materials and study guides, and an ongoing means through 

which to assimilate individuals into the life and ministry of the church.  This project also 

served to strengthen participant understanding about the church, doctrinal unity, and has 

even produced evidence of assimilating individuals into the life of the church.  The 

evaluation of strengths, weaknesses, and aspects that could be done differently serve to 

reinforce and make the course better.  While this project presented a clear purpose and 

certain measureable goals to accomplish, in the end, it will be the highest honor and 

greatest accomplishment to see the Lord’s continued use of this teaching about the church 

from His Word to create, as Piper declares, “The white hot worship of God and His Son 

among all the peoples of the earth.”2

2John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad: The Supremacy of God in Missions (Grand Rapids: 
Baker, 1993), 15. 
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APPENDIX 1 

PARTICIPANT ORIENTATION MESSAGE 
POSSESSION, KINGDOM, NATION 

1 PETER 2:4-12 

1.  You shall be My own possession, Exod 19:5 
a.  This by God’s choosing alone.  There was nothing special about Abraham that 

would draw God to choose him and his people for His own possession.  By 
God’s grace He would choose Abraham and his descendents as His nation. 

b.  Of all the nations of the world, God would choose them to be His own 
possession as a nation.  Israel’s name became synonymous with God.  They 
were a people solely identified and characterized by this distinct relationship 
with God. 

c.  Among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine. 

Philip Ryken explains, “They were a precious possession, or as God put it. “my 
treasured possession” (v.5).  God’s treasure—this is one of the highest titles that 
anyone could possibly be given.  The Hebrew word used here (segulla) indicates 
royal property.  Indeed, it is the most prized possession in a king’s personal 
treasure.”1

i.  David gave his most precious treasure for the house of God; 1 Chron 29:1-5 
ii. What made Israel God’s most treasured possession? Deut 7:6-9 

2.  You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests, Exod 19:6 
a.  As a kingdom of priests, God would ratify His covenant with the people Israel  
     through the giving of the Law and the sprinkling of blood . 
b.  As a kingdom of priests, God would call them to sacrificial worship and 

obedience to His statutes and commands.  They were entrusted with the very 
Word (The Law) of God; to be lived out before all nations of the earth. 

c.  As a kingdom of priests, they were all called into the worship and service of 
the One and only true God, Exod 29:1-9 

3.  You shall be to Me a holy nation, Exod 19:6 
a.  The Lord set them apart from all other nations.  They were not to intermingle 

or intermarry with those outside the nation of Israel.  Other nations were 
declared pagan and idolatrous, because they worshipped and sacrificed to gods 
of their own making(these were false gods).  Israel must be separate and 
display the holiness of God through obedience to His statutes. 

b.  God would make clear that He was not just another God among gods, but that 
He was the only true God.  There are no other gods but Him.  Any name used 
to describe God’s people; the nation of Israel, Judah, Jacob were all names that 
expressed the sovereign glory of the One true God!  Their very name as a 

1Philip Graham Ryken, Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2005), 497. 
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people revealed them set apart as a nation unto the holy and sovereign God, 
Lev 11:45; 19:1-2; 20:7-8, 26 

c.  If you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be my 
people; Deut 7:11-13 

5.  You Are Being Built Up As A Spiritual House, 1 Pet 2:4-5 
a.  Coming to Him as to a living stone, 1 Pet 2:4 
b.  You also, as living stones (by coming to The Living Stone); 1 Pet 2:5 

i.   Jesus Christ is the choice and precious Corner stone; 1 Pet 2:6; Isa 28:16; Ps   
 118:22 

ii.  This precious value is for you who are chosen and believe, 1 Pet 2:7b; 1:12- 
 20 

iii. A stone of stumbling and offense to those who are appointed to doom   
 because of their disbelief, 1 Pet 2:7b-8 

6.  But Now You Are The People Of God, 1 Pet 2:9-10 
a.  But you are A CHOSEN RACE, 1 Pet 2:9a, John 15:16-19 
b.  But you are A royal PRIESTHOOD, 1 Pet 2:9b 
c.  But you are A HOLY NATION, 1 Pet 2:9c 

i.  We are sanctified in Jesus and called to be holy, John 17:14-19; 1 Cor 1:2, 
26-30 

d.  You are A PEOPLE FOR God’s OWN POSSESSION, 1 Pet 2:9d; 1:17-19  
e.  So that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light, 1 Pet 2:9e 
f.  WHY?  Because by God’s mercy, He makes us what we are! 1 Pet 2:10; 1 Tim 

1:12-16 
g.  You are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 1 Pet 2:5 

i.  Live as strangers (exiles) who abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war 
against the soul, 1 Pet 2:11 

ii.  Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles so that they may glorify 
God in the day of visitation, 1 Pet 2:12 

7.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God, Rev 5:6-10 
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APPENDIX 2 

ELDER ORIENTATION: WCBC MEMBERSHIP COURSE  
OUTLINE DEFINING THE CHURCH, ITS MEMBERS,  

AND ASSIMILATION 

Introduction 

Session 1:  Defining the church, its members, and assimilation, Matthew 16:15-19 
 Declining trends in church membership 
 The Epistle to the Ephesians 

o Cultural challenges to the gospel 
o God’s chosen messenger; the apostle Paul 
o Ephesians: a basic doctrine of the church 

 Jesus will build His church, Matthew 16:15-19 
o The church properly defined 

  -The church is a people for God’s own possession 
  -The church is a people saved by God’s grace 

o The church members properly identified 
  -The church is a people built upon God’s Word 
  -The church is a people displaying God’s manifold wisdom 

o The members of the church properly assimilated 
  -The church is a people supernaturally equipped for God’s service 
  -The church is a people living redemptively as citizens of God’s kingdom 

Defining the Church 

Session 2:  The Church is a people for God’s own possession, 1:13-14 
 Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world, 1:3-4 
 Believers in the message of truth, the gospel of our salvation, 1:13 

Session 3:  The Church is a people Saved by God’s Grace, 2:4-5, 8-9 
 We were all dead in our trespasses and sins, 2:1-3 
 We were made alive together with Christ, 2:4-5 

Identifying the Members of the Church 

Session 4:  The Church is a people built upon God’s Word, 2:20 
 We were once far away, with no hope of God in this world, 2:12 
 But we have been brought near by the blood of Christ, 2:13 

o We are now citizens of God’s kingdom, 2:19a 
o We are now member’s of God’s household, 2:19b 
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o We are now living stones built into a holy temple of God, 2:21-22 
o Built upon the Word of God, 2:20 

Session 5:  The Church is a people displaying God’s Manifold Wisdom 
 The manifold wisdom of God is now made known through the church, 3:10-12 
 This according to God’s eternal purpose, 3:11a 

o He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 3:11b 
o He gave bold and confident access through faith in Christ, Ephesians 3:12 

Assimilating the Members of the Church 

Session 6:  The Church is a people supernaturally equipped for God’s Service 
 The character of those who walk worthy, Ephesians 4:1-3 
 The doctrine of those who walk worthy, Ephesians 4:4-6 
 Christ has given each one of us gifts, Ephesians 4:7-10 
 Christ has the right to give each one of us gifts 
 Christ has given gifts to His church, Ephesians 4:11-16 

o He gave some as apostles and prophets 
o He gave some as evangelists 
o He gave some as pastors and teachers 

 For the equipping of the saints 
o Every believer equipped for the work of service 
o Every believer building up of the body of Christ 
o Every believer maturing to the fullness of Christ 
o Every believer standing firm with sound doctrine 
o Every believer speaking the truth in love 
o Every believer properly working together  

Session 7:  The Church is a people living redemptively as citizens of God’s kingdom, 
Ephesians 5:1-21 

 Walking in the love of God, Ephesians 5:1-7 
 Walking in the Light of God, Ephesians 5:8-14 
 Walking in the wisdom of God, Ephesians 5:15-17 
 Walking in the Spirit of God, Ephesians 5:18-21 

Welcome to Williams Creek Baptist 

Session 8:  The Church is a people defined and shaped by doctrine: Our doctrines and 
documents, Ephesians 4:4-6; 5:22-6:9 

 WCBC is defined and shaped by these doctrines, Ephesians 4:4-6 
o The doctrine of the Triune God 
o The doctrine of God (God the Father) 
o The doctrine of Christ (God the Son) 
o The doctrine of the Spirit (God the Holy Spirit) 
o The doctrine of Salvation 
o The doctrine of the Church 
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 WCBC members are identified by these doctrines, Ephesians 4:4-6 
o By one Spirit we are called in one hope 
o In one Lord we affirm our faith and are baptized 
o By one God, our Father, we serve as members of His household 

 WCBC members are assimilated by these doctrines, Ephesians 5:15-17 
o Walking according to the wisdom of God 
o Making the most of our time for God’s kingdom 

  -Making the most of our time with the church body 
  -Making the most of our time with our families 
  -Making the most of our time with our work 
  -Making the most of our time with witness 

o Walking according to the will of God 

Session 9:  The Church is a people defined and shaped by doctrine: Our polity and 
membership requirements, Ephesians 1:1-7; 2:19-22; 4:4-6, 11-12 

 WCBC is defined and shaped by these doctrines, Ephesians 4:4-6 
 WCBC polity is defined by these doctrines, Ephesians 2:19-22 

o Congregational authority/rule 
o Elder/Pastor/Overseer led 
o Diaconate served 

 WCBC membership requirements are defined by these doctrines, Ephesians 1:1 
o By one Lord we affirm our faith and are baptized 

  -Confessing that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God 
  -Repenting and following Christ in believer’s baptism 

o Membership in the local church 
  -A local church affirms our identification in Christ 
  -A local church identifies those inside and outside the church 
  -A local church provides God-given oversight 
       Members committed to ongoing discipleship 
       Members committed to serving one another 
       Members committed to godly shepherding and discipline 

o Becoming a member of Williams Creek Baptist Church 

Session 10:  The Church is a people defined and shaped by doctrine: Our ministry, 
missions, and cooperation, Ephesians 6:18-24 

 WCBC partners together in Serving (Ministry), Ephesians 6:18 
o Praying at all times in the Spirit 
o Persevering in prayer for all the saints 
o Praying to the Lord who is building His church 

 WCBC partners together in Sending (Missions), Ephesians 6:19-22 
o Praying for those who are ambassadors of the gospel 
o Paul engaged great spiritual warfare advancing the gospel 
o Sending missionaries to advance the gospel 
o Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers into the harvest 

 WCBC partners together with all the saints (Cooperation), Ephesians 6:23-24 
o Fellow believers united in Christ Jesus 
o Praying and serving together for the advance of the gospel
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APPENDIX 3 

SESSION 1: DEFINING THE CHURCH, ITS  
MEMBERSHIP, AND ASSIMILATION 

Introduction to Ephesians 
Matthew 16:15-19 

1.  Introduction:  Declining trends in church membership 
a.  Francis Schaeffer quote, “Tell me what the world is saying today and I’ll tell 

you what the church will be saying in seven years.” 
b.   Declining trends in Protestant Church membership 

   i.  “The Vanishing Protestant Majority” report by Tom W. Smith and Kim  
       Seokho 
  ii.  “‘Nones’ on the Rise: One-in-Five Adults Have No Religious  
       Affiliation” by Luis Lugo and Alan Cooperman 

c.  Declining trends in Southern Baptist Church membership  
   i.  The 2012 SBC Annual Church Profile 
  ii.  “Numbers of SBC Churches Increased Last Year; Members,  
       Attendance and Baptisms Declined” by Marty King 

d.  No Place for Truth-Or Whatever Happened to Evangelical Theology by David 
Wells  

2.  The Epistle to the Ephesians 
a.  Cultural challenges to the gospel: Uganda missionary Rick Gray 
b.  Cultural challenges to the gospel: God’s chosen messenger the apostle Paul 
c.  Ephesians focuses on the basic doctrine of the church--what it is and how 

believers function within it: John MacArthur 

3.  Jesus will build His church, Matthew 16:15-19 
a.  The church properly defined 

   i.  The church is a people for God’s own possession, Ephesians 1:12-14 
  ii.  The church is a people saved by God’s grace, Ephesians 2:8-10 

b.  The members of the church properly identified 
   i.  The church is a people built upon God’s Word, Ephesians 2:19-22 
  ii.  The church is a people displaying God’s manifold wisdom, Ephesians  
       3:8-10 

c.  The members of the church properly assimilated 
   i.  The church is a people supernaturally equipped for God’s service,  
       Ephesians 4:11-12 
  ii.  The church is a people living redemptively as citizens of God’s  
                  kingdom, Ephesians 5:1-5 



126 

APPENDIX 4 

SESSION 2: THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE  
FOR GOD’S OWN POSSESSION 

Ephesians 1:1-14 

1.  The Church Properly Defined 
“The church is the body of people called by God’s grace through faith in Christ to 
glorify him together by serving him in the world.”1

a.  The church exists as the possession of  God and consists of individuals who 
have been chosen in Christ and “sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of 
promise.” 

b.  “The great, overriding purpose of God’s redemption of men is the rescuing of 
what is His own possession.”2

2.  God has chosen a people for His own possession, Ephesians 1 3-4a 
a.  Chosen: chosen by God to obtain salvation through Christ, Ephesians 1:4a;  

1 Peter 2:9 
b.  Possession:  a preserving, one’s own possession, Ephesians 1:14; 1 Peter 2:9 

3.  God has chosen His people in Christ, Ephesians 1:4a 
a.  The grace of God has been freely imparted to us through Christ, Ephesians 

1:6b; Matthew 12:18 
b.  The relationship between the Father and the Son is inextricably tied to our 

election as God’s people, Romans 9:25 
   i.  God chose us in Him so that we would be holy and blameless before  
       Him, Ephesians 1:4c 
  ii.  God chose us in Him to have redemption through His blood, Ephesians  
       1:7a 

4.  God has chosen His people before the foundation of the world, Ephesians 1:4a 
a.  God predestined us to adoption as sons, Ephesians 1:5a 
b.  God adopted His chosen people according to the kind intention of His will, 

Ephesians 1:5b 
c.  God has forgiven our sins according to the riches of His grace, Ephesians 1:7b-

8a 

5.  God has chosen His people to be united in Christ as one body, Ephesians 1:9a 
a.  God has made into one body (church) both Jews and Gentiles, Ephesians 1:9a 

1Mark E. Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” in A Theology for the Church, ed. Daniel Akin 
(Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2007), 768. 

2John MacArthur, Ephesians, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 
1986), 36. 
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b.  God’s ultimate end is to gather Jews and Gentiles in Christ as one body, 
Ephesians 1:10a 

6.  God has chosen His people and sealed them with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
Ephesians 1:13 

a.  Those who are sealed with the Holy Spirit are those who believe, Ephesians 
1:13a; John 3:4-8 

b.  The Spirit is given as a pledge of our inheritance to all true believers, 
Ephesians 1:14a 

7.  God has chosen His people for the praise and glory of His grace, Ephesians 1:12b 
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APPENDIX 5 

SESSION 3: THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE SAVED  
BY GOD’S GRACE 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

1.  The Church Properly Defined 
“The church is the body of people called by God’s grace through faith in Christ to 
glorify him together by serving him in the world.”1

2.  God chose people who were dead in their trespasses and sins, Ephesians 2:1-3 
a.  We were dead in our trespasses and sins, Ephesians 2:1; Matthew 15:18-20a; 

John 16:8-9 
b.  We walked according to the course of this world, Ephesians 2:2a 
c.  We walked according to the ruler of this present world, Ephesians 2:2b 

   i.  Satan prowls around like a roaring lion seeking to devour, 1 Peter 5:8 
ii.  Satan’s demonic influence is at work in the sons of disobedience,  

       Ephesians 2:2c 
iii. The unregenerate live under Satan’s reign and domain, Colossians  

      1:13 
d.  We lived in the lusts of our flesh, Ephesians 2:3a 

  i.  Indulging in the desires of the flesh, Ephesians 2:3b 
  ii.  Indulging in the desires of the mind, Ephesians 2:3c 

e.  We were by nature children of wrath, Ephesians 2:3d 

3.  God made us alive together with Christ, Ephesians 2:4-5 
a.  But God..., Ephesians 2:4a 

i.  God is rich in mercy, Ephesians 2:4b; 1 Kings 8:22-23; Deuteronomy 
     7:7-9 

  ii.  God is great in love, Ephesians 2:4c; Romans 5:5-8 
b.  God made us alive together with Christ, Ephesians 2:5b; Colossians 2:13-14 

   i.  Even when we were dead in our transgressions, Ephesians 2:5a 
  ii.  By grace you have been saved, Ephesians 2:5c 

c.  God has raised us up with Christ, Ephesians 2:6a 
  i.  Our new life in Christ demands new life values, Colossians 3:1-2 

d.  God has seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ, Ephesians 2:6b 
   i.  Our citizenship is in heaven, Philippians 3:20 
  ii.  God has transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, Colossians 
        1:13-14 

iii. God has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ, Ephesians  
       1:3a 

1Mark E. Dever, “The Doctrine of the Church,” in A Theology for the Church, ed. Daniel Akin 
(Nashville: Broadman and Holman, 2007), 768. 
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4.  God demonstrates the surpassing wealth of His grace, Ephesians 2:7 
a.  God will demonstrate the surpassing wealth of His grace throughout the ages, 

Ephesians 2:7 
b.  God will demonstrate His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus, 

Ephesians 2:7 

5.  God has created His people in Christ for good works, Ephesians 2:8-10 
a.  Salvation is by grace through faith, Ephesians 2:8a 
b.  Salvation has its origin solely in God, not humanity, Ephesians 2:8b 
c.  Salvation is the gift of God, 2:8c-9 
d.  Salvation is the work of God’s creation, Ephesians 2:10 



130 

APPENDIX 6 

SESSION 4: THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE  
BUILT UPON GOD’S WORD 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

1.  The Members of the Church Properly Identified 
“Church membership is (1) a covenant of union between a particular church and a 
Christian, a covenant that consists of (2) the church’s affirmation of the 
Christian’s gospel profession, (3) the church’s promise to give oversight to the 
Christian, and (4) the Christian’s promise to gather with the church and submit to 
its oversight.1

2.  The Gentiles’ former standing before God without Christ, Ephesians 2:11-13 
a.  We were separated from God’s people physically, Ephesians 2:11; 1 Samuel 

17:26 
b.  We were separated from God’s people spiritually, Ephesians 2:12 

   i.  Separated from Christ (the Messiah), Ephesians 2:12a 
  ii.  Excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, Ephesians 2:12b; Daniel  
       7:13-14; Revelation 11:15 

iii. Strangers from the covenants of promise, Ephesians 2:12c 
iv. Hopeless and without God in the world, Ephesians 2:12d; Acts 17:22- 

       23; Gal 4:8 

3.  The Gentiles’ present standing before God in Christ, Ephesians 2:13 
a.  But now in Christ Jesus we have been brought near, Ephesians 2:13a 

   i.  You who formerly were far off, Ephesians 2:13b 
  ii.  Have been brought near by the blood of Christ, Ephesians 2:13c 

b.  Jesus is our peace who made both groups (Jews and Gentiles) into one, 
Ephesians 2:14a 

   i.  He broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, Ephesians 2:14b; Gal  
       1:13-14 
  ii.  He abolished in His flesh the enmity, Ephesians 2:15; Gal 1:15-24 

iii. He reconciled them both in one body to God through the cross,  
       Ephesians 2:16 

iv.  He came and preached peace to those both far and near, Ephesians  
       2:17 

  v.  Through Christ both have access, in one Spirit, to the Father, Ephesians  
       2:18; John 14:6 

1Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love: Reintroducing the 
Doctrine of Church Membership and Discipline (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 217. 
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4.  The church is a united people built upon God’s Word, Ephesians 2:19-22 
a.  We are no longer strangers and aliens, Ephesians 2:19a 
b.  We are fellow citizens with the saints, Ephesians 2:19b; Philippines 3:20 
c.  We are of God’s household (Family), Ephesians 2:19c 
d.  We are growing into a holy temple in the Lord, Ephesians 2:21 

   i.  Christ Jesus is the chief cornerstone, Ephesians 2:20b; 1 Peter 2:4-7 
  ii.  Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Ephesians 2:20a;  
       Matthew 16:16-18 

iii. Fitted together perfectly in the dwelling of God, Ephesians 2:22;  
     1 Corinthians 12:18 
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APPENDIX 7 

SESSION 5: THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE DISPLAYING  
GOD’S MANIFOLD WISDOM 

Ephesians 3:1-13 

1.  The Members of the Church Properly Identified 
“Church membership is (1) a covenant of union between a particular church and a 
Christian, a covenant that consists of (2) the church’s affirmation of the 
Christian’s gospel profession, (3) the church’s promise to give oversight to the 
Christian, and (4) the Christian’s promise to gather with the church and submit to 
its oversight.1

2.  The prisoner of Christ Jesus, Ephesians 3:1 
a.  For this cause, Paul is the prisoner of Christ Jesus, Ephesians 3:1 

  i.  For this cause, Ephesians 3:1a 
ii.  I am the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles,  

      Ephesians 3:1b 
b.  For this cause, I bow my knees before the Father, Ephesians 3:14-19 
c.  For this cause, I praise and give glory to Christ Jesus, Ephesians 3:20-21 

3.  The mystery of Christ Jesus, Ephesians 3:2-3 
a.  The steward of the mystery of Christ Jesus, Ephesians 3:2 

   i.  Paul was God’s chosen instrument for the Gentiles, Acts 9:15 
  ii.  Paul was placed into ministry by the grace of God, 1 Tim 1:12-14;  
       Ephesians 4:7 

b.  The revelation of the mystery of Jesus, Ephesians 3:3 
   i.  This revelation Paul wrote about before in brief, Ephesians 1:9-12 
  ii.  This revelation was revealed to apostles and prophets in the Spirit,  
       Ephesians 3:4-5 

iii. This revelation reveals the promise in Christ to the Gentiles, Ephesians  
      3:6 

4.  The minister of Christ Jesus, Ephesians 3:7 
a.  Paul was made a minister by God’s grace, Ephesians 3:7 

   i.  According to the gift of God’s grace, Ephesians 3:7a 
ii.  According to the working of God’s power, Ephesians 3:7b;  
     1 Thessalonians 1:5 

b.  Paul was made a minister to preach to the Gentiles, Ephesians 3:8a 
   i.  Preaching the unfathomable riches of Christ, Ephesians 3:8b 
  ii.  Preaching the mystery which beforehand was hidden in God,  
       Ephesians 3:9 

1Jonathan Leeman, The Church and the Surprising Offense of God’s Love: Reintroducing the 
Doctrine of Church Membership and Discipline (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2010), 217. 
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5.  The eternal purpose in Christ Jesus, Ephesians 3:10-12 
a.  The manifold wisdom of God on display through the church, Ephesians 3:10 

   i.  God made the church to display His manifold wisdom, Ephesians 3:10a 
ii.  To the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places, Ephesians 3:10b;  
     1 Peter 1:10-12 

b.  This was according to God’s eternal purpose, Ephesians 3:11a 
   i.  He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, Ephesians 3:11b 
  ii.  He gave bold and confident access through faith in Christ, Ephesians  
       3:12 
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APPENDIX 8 

SESSION 6: THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE  
SUPERNATURALLY EQUIPPED  

FOR GOD’S SERVICE 

Ephesians 4:1-16 

1.  The Members of the Church Properly Assimilated 
“Assimilation is the task of moving people from an awareness of your church to 
attendance at your church to active membership in your church.”1

2.  Walking in a manner worthy of your calling, Ephesians 4:1 
a.  The character of those who walk worthy, Ephesians 4:2 

   i.  Humility, Philippians 2:3-8 
  ii.  Gentleness, Galatians 5:23-24; Hebrews 6:15 

iii. Patience, Galatians 5:22 
iv. Tolerance for one another in love, John 13:34-35 
v.  Preserving the unity in the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 4:3; 1 Corinthians 
    12:12; Ephesians 2:21-22 

b.  The doctrine of those who walk worthy, Ephesians 4:4-6 

3.  Walking in the grace given to each member, Ephesians 4:7 
a.  Christ has given each one of us a gift, Ephesians 4:7 

   i.  Each one has received a special gift, 1 Pet 4:10a 
  ii.  Each one of us is to exercise our individual gift accordingly, Romans  
       12:4-6a 

iii. Each one should employ their gift in serving one another, 1 Peter 4:10b 
iv.  Each member is placed in the body just as God desired, 1 Corinthians  

      12:18 
b.  Christ has the right to give each one of us a gift, Ephesians 4:8-10 

   i.  Christ is the One who ascended on high, Ephesians 4:8a; Acts 1:9 
  ii.  Christ is the One who descended into the lower parts of the earth,  
          Ephesians 4:9-10 

iii. Christ is the One who has set captives free, Ephesians 4:8b; Colossians  
      2:13-15 

iv. Christ is the One who gave gifts to men, Ephesians 4:8c; Ephesians  
      1:20-23 

4.  Walking in the grace given to the church, Ephesians 4:11-12 
a.  Christ has given gifts to His church, Ephesians 4:11 

   i.  He gave some as apostles and prophets, Ephesians 4:11a; Ephesians  
       2:20 

1Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church: Growth without Compromising Your Message and 
Mission (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 309. 
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  ii.  He gave some as evangelists, Ephesians 4:11b; Acts 21:7-8 
iii. He gave some as pastors and teachers, Ephesians 4:11c; Acts 20:28,  

      32; Philippians 4:9 
b.  For the equipping of the saints, Ephesians 4:12; Colossians 1:28; Colossians  
    4:12 

   i.  Every believer equipped for the work of service, Ephesians 4:12b;  
                             1 Pet 4:10-11 
  ii.  Every believer building up the body of Christ, Ephesians 4:12c 

iii. Every believer maturing to the fullness of Christ, Ephesians 4:13 
iv. Every believer standing firm with sound doctrine, Ephesians 4:14;  
     2 Timothy 4:1-5 

  v.  Every believer speaking the truth in love, Ephesians 4:15 
vi.  Every believer properly working together, Ephesians 4:16 
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APPENDIX 9 

SESSION 7: THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE LIVING  
REDEMPTIVELY AS CITIZENS OF 

GOD’S KINGDOM 

Ephesians 5:1-21 

1.  The Members of the Church Properly Assimilated 
“Assimilation is the task of moving people from an awareness of your church to  
attendance at your church to active membership in your church.”1

2.  Walking in the love of God, Ephesians 5:1-2 
a.  Be imitators of God as beloved children, Ephesians 5:1 
b.  Walk in love as Christ loved, Ephesians 5:2; Hebrews 10:10-14 
c.  No longer walk like the sons of disobedience, Ephesians 5:3; Ephesians 2:1-3 

   i.  Immorality, impurity and greed not even named among believers,  
       Ephesians 5:3 
  ii.  Filthiness, silly talk or coarse jesting not fitting among believers,  
                  Ephesians 5:4 

iii. These have no inheritance in God’s kingdom, Ephesians 5:5 
iv. The wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience, Ephesians 5:6;  

      1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
v.  Therefore do not be partakers with them, Ephesians 5:6-7;  
     1 Corinthians 6:11 

3.  Walking in the Light of God, Ephesians 5:8 
a.  We were formerly darkness, Ephesians 5:8a; Ephesians 4:17-19 
b.  But now we are Light in the Lord, Ephesians 5:8b; John 1:9-13 
c.  Walk as children of Light, Ephesians 5:8c 
d.  The fruit of the Light, Ephesians 5:9 

   i.  By learning what is pleasing to the Lord, Ephesians 5:10 
  ii.  By exposing and not participating in the deeds of darkness, Ephesians  
       5:11-12, 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Ephesians 4:25-32 

iii.  By proclaiming the gospel of the Light of Christ, Ephesians 5:14 

4.  Walking in the wisdom of God, Ephesians 5:15-17 
a.  Walk in the wisdom of God, Ephesians 5:15 

   i.  Be careful to walk as those who are wise, Proverbs 2:7-11 
  ii.  In Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,  
       Colossians 2:2-3 

iii.  In Christ we have been made complete, Colossians 2:8-10 

1Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church: Growth without Compromising Your Message and 
Mission (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995), 309. 
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b.  Make the most of your time, Ephesians 5:16 
i.  Making the most of your time, Ephesians 5:16a; Psalms 90:12;  

     1 Peter 1:17-19 
  ii.  For the days are evil, Ephesians 5:16b 

c.  Understand the will of the Lord, Ephesians 5:17 
   i.  Transformed by the renewing of our minds through God’s Word,  
       Romans 12:2 
  ii.  So that we walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, Colossians 1:9-10a 

5.  Walking in the Spirit of God, Ephesians 5:18 
a.  Be fill with the Spirit, Ephesians 5:18 

   i.  Regenerate by the Spirit, John 3:3-8 
  ii.  Perfected by the Spirit, Galatians 3:3 

b.  Character of those who walk by the Spirit, Galatians 5:16-17 
   i.  Speaking and singing to one another and the Lord, Ephesians 5:19 
  ii.  Giving thanks for all things, Ephesians 5:20 

iii.  Subjecting to one another in the fear of Christ, 5:21 
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APPENDIX 10 

SESSION 8: WELCOME TO WILLIAMS CREEK  
BAPTIST CHURCH: OUR DOCTRINES 

AND DOCUMENTS 

Ephesians 4:4-6; 5:22-6:9 

1.  WCBC is defined and shaped by these doctrines, Ephesians 4:4-6 
a.  Trinity-Doctrine of the Triune God, Ephesians 4:4-6 
b.  The Doctrine of God (God the Father), Ephesians 4:6 

  i.  God is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Ephesians 1:2-3 
  ii.  God is Creator and Sovereign over all, Ephesians 1:4-5, 9-11; 3:11-12,  
       15; 4:6 

iii. God will judge all who reject Him, Ephesians 2:3; 5:3-5 
iv. God is merciful and gracious in salvation, Ephesians 2:4-5, 8-9 
v.  God has made Himself known through His Word, Ephesians 3:1-3 

c.  The Doctrine of Christ (God the Son), Ephesians 4:5 
   i.  Christ eternally existed before the foundation of the world, Ephesians  
       1:4-5, 11 
  ii.  Christ is seated at the right hand of God the Father, Ephesians 1:20; 4:8 

iii. In Christ exists the fullness of God, Ephesians 1:23 
iv. Christ provides redemption and forgiveness for His people,  
      Ephesians 1:7 

  v.  Christ is Head of the church, His body, Ephesians 1:22; 5:23 
vi. Christ is will subject and unite all things under His feet and rule,  

      Ephesians 1:10; 4:5 
d.  The Doctrine of the Spirit (God the Holy Spirit), Ephesians 4:4 

   i.  We have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of Promise, Ephesians 1:13 
  ii.  We have access as one body in the Spirit to God, Ephesians 2:18; 4:4 

iii. We are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit,  
     Ephesians 2:22 
iv. We have the revelation of God’s Word through the Spirit, Ephesians  

      3:5; 6:17-18 
  v.  We are strengthened in our faith and unity through the Spirit,  
      Ephesians 3:16; 4:3 
   vi.  We walk as those filled by the Spirit, Ephesians 5:18 

e.  The Doctrine of Salvation, Ephesians 2:1-10 
   i.  We were dead in out trespasses and sins facing God’s wrath, Ephesians  
       2:1-3 
  ii.  We have been made alive together with Christ, Ephesians 2:4-5 

iii. We are saved by grace through faith, Ephesians 2:5, 8-9 
iv. We have redemption and forgiveness through the blood of Christ,  

      Ephesians 1:7; 2:13 
  v.  Jews and Gentiles reconciled as one body through the cross, Ephesians  
       2:18 

f.  The Doctrine of the Church, Ephesians 1-6 
   i.  The church is a people for God’s own possession, Ephesians 1:14 
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  ii.  The church is God’s workmanship created in Christ for good works,  
       Ephesians 2:10 

iii. The church is a people built upon God’s revealed Word, Ephesians 2:20 
iv. The church is Christ’s body, a spiritual building, the temple of God, a  

      new humanity, a family, and the bride of Christ, Ephesians 1:22-23;  
      4:15-16; 5:22-32 

  v.  The church is equipped by gifted leaders for service and maturity,  
       Ephesians 4:11-16 

vi. The church exemplifies God in this world, Ephesians 4:24-32; 5:1-2 

2.  WCBC members are identified by these doctrines, Ephesians 4:4-6 
a.  By one Spirit we were called in one hope, Ephesians 4:4b 

   i.  Sealed in the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 1:13 
  ii.  Indwelt by the Holy Spirit, Ephesians 2:22 

b.  In one Lord we affirm our faith and are baptized, Ephesians 4:5 
   i.  We confess that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, Matthew 16:16-17 
  ii.  Made alive together with Christ by grace through faith, Ephesians 2:5, 8; 
       Acts 2:37 

c.  By one God, our Father, we serve as members of His household, Ephesians 4:6 
   i.  We have been brought into God’s family by the blood of Christ,  
       Ephesians 2:11-13 
  ii.  We are fellow citizens with the saints and are of God’s household,  
       Ephesians 2:17-19 

3.  WCBC members are assimilated by these doctrines, Ephesians 5:15-17 
a.  Walking according to the wisdom of God, Ephesians 5:15; 5:22-32 
b.  Making the most of our time for God’s kingdom, Ephesians 5:16; 6:1-9 

   i.  Making the most of our time with the church body, Ephesians 4:25-32;  
       5:18-21; Hebrews 10:25 
  ii.  Making the most of our time with our families, Ephesians 5:22-32; 6:1-4 

iii. Making the most of our time with our work, Ephesians 6:5-9 
iv. Making the most of our time with our witness, Ephesians 5:5:3-5;  
     1 Peter 3:15 

c.  Walking according to the will of the Lord, Ephesians 5:17 
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APPENDIX 11 

SESSION 9: WELCOME TO WILLIAMS CREEK  
BAPTIST CHURCH: OUR POLITY AND  

MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS 

Ephesians 1:1-7; 2:19-22; 4:4-6, 11-12 

1.  WCBC is defined and shaped by these doctrines, Ephesians 4:4-6 
a.  Trinity-Doctrine of the Triune God, Ephesians 4:4-6 
b.  The Doctrine of God (God the Father), Ephesians 4:6   
c.  The Doctrine of Christ (God the Son), Ephesians 4:5 
d.  The Doctrine of the Spirit (God the Holy Spirit), Ephesians 4:4 
e.  The Doctrine of Salvation, Ephesians 2:1-10 
f.  The Doctrine of the Church, Ephesians 1-6 

   i.  The church is a people for God’s own possession, Ephesians 1:14 
  ii.  The church is God’s workmanship created in Christ for good works,  
       Ephesians 2:10 

iii. The church is a people built upon God’s revealed Word, Ephesians  
      2:20 

iv. The church is Christ’s body, a spiritual building, the temple of God, a  
      new humanity, a family, and the bride of Christ, Ephesians 1:22-23;  
      4:15-16; 5:22-32 

v.  The church is equipped by gifted leaders for service and maturity,  
      Ephesians 4:11-16 

vi. The church exemplifies God in this world, Ephesians 4:24-32; 5:1-2 

2.  WCBC polity is defined by these doctrines, Ephesians 2:19-22 
a.  Understanding church polity: Church polity defines the organizational/  
     governmental structure of a local church.   
b.  Congregational authority/rule, Ephesians 2:19 

   i.  Congregation divinely placed, 1 Corinthians 12:18 
  ii.  Congregation divinely empowered, Matthew 18:15-18 
      -Membership and discipline, 1 Corinthians 5:1-2 
      -Conflicts and disputes, Acts 6:3-6 
      -Guarding and upholding doctrine, Ephesians 4:14; 1 Timothy 5:19-20 

c.  Elder/Pastor/Overseer led, Ephesians 4:11-12 
   i.  Marked by a God-given charge, Acts 20:28 
  ii.  Marked by a God-given job description, Acts 6:4 

iii. Marked by God-given qualifications, 1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:6-9 
iv. Marked by a God-given accountability, Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-4   

d.  Deacon served, Acts 6:1-3 
   i.  Deacons care for all the members of the church body, Acts 6:2-3 

ii.  Deacons enable elders to devote their time to the ministry of the Word  
      and Prayer, Acts 6:4 

iii. Deacons are marked by God-given qualifications, 1 Timothy 3:8-13      
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3.  WCBC membership is defined by these doctrines, Ephesians 1:1 
a.  By one Lord we affirm our faith and are baptized, Ephesians 4:5 

 i.  Confessing that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God, Matthew 16:16-17 
      -Chosen in Christ and predestined to adoption as sons, Ephesians 1:1-7 
      -Made alive together with Christ, Ephesians 2:5 
      -Saved by grace through faith according to the gift of God,  
                              Ephesians 2:8 
  ii.  Repenting and following Christ in believer’s baptism, Acts 2:37-38;  
       Matthew 28:19   

b.  Membership in a local church, Matt 16:19 
   i.  A local church affirms our identification in Christ, Matthew 16:19 

ii.  A local church identifies those inside and outside the church,  
     1 Corinthians 5:9-13 
iii. A local church provides God-given oversight, 1 Corinthians 12:28a;  

      Ephesians 4:11 
      -Members committed to ongoing discipleship, Matt 28:20 
      -Members committed to serving one another, Ephesians 4:12-16 
      -Members committed to godly shepherding and discipline, Heb 13:17 

How does an individual become a member of WCBC? 
 From Article V of the WCBC Constitution and By-Laws:  Those who desire to 
unite with the membership of Williams Creek Baptist Church must be a believer in Jesus 
Christ who gives evidence of regeneration, who has been baptized, in obedience to 
Christ, following his or her regeneration, and who wholeheartedly believes in the 
Christian faith as revealed in the Holy Bible. Each member must agree to submit to the 
teaching of scripture as expressed in the Statement of Faith and must promise to keep the 
commitments expressed in the Church Covenant. The elders shall be responsible for 
determining each person’s qualification for membership. Upon the recommendation of 
the elders, each individual is accepted by vote of the members at any regular or special 
meeting of the members. 
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APPENDIX 12 

SESSION 10: WELCOME TO WILLIAMS CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH:  
OUR MINISTRY, MISSIONS, AND COOPERATION 

Ephesians 6:18-24 

1.  WCBC partners together in Serving (Ministry), Ephesians 6:18 
a.  Praying at all times in the Spirit, Ephesians 6:18a 

   i.  Because our battle is against supernatural forces of darkness, Ephesians  
       6:10-12 
  ii.  Because our weapons are divinely powerful, 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 
      -Engaging the Word of God, Ephesians 6:17; 4:14-15 
      -Praying at all times in the Spirit, Ephesians 6:18a 

b.  Persevere in prayer for all the saints, Ephesians 6:18b 
   i.  We were created in Christ Jesus for good works, Ephesians 2:10 
  ii.  We are equipped for the work of service, Ephesians 4:12-13 

iii. The proper working of each part causes the growth of the body,  
      Ephesians 4:16 

      -Guarding against giving Satan a foothold, Ephesians 4:25-27 
      -Guarding against the schemes of Satan, 2 Cor 2:10-11 

c.  Pray to the Lord who is building His church, Matt 16:18 

2.  WCBC partners together in Sending (Missions), Ephesians 6:19-22 
a.  Praying for those who are ambassadors of the gospel, Ephesians 6:19  

   i.  For bold proclamation of the gospel, Ephesians 6:19b 
  ii.  For the battle engaged for the gospel, Ephesians 6:20  

b.  Paul engaged great spiritual warfare advancing the gospel, 2 Corinthians 11:23 
   i.  Paul suffered severe attacks from false teachers, 2 Corinthians 11:2-6 
  ii.  Paul faced great dangers and hardships, 2 Corinthians 11:24-28 

c.  Sending missionaries to advance the gospel, Ephesians 6:1-22 
i.  Tychicus was deployed through the church as a missionary,  

     Ephesians 6:21 
      -Accompanied Paul on the missionary journey from Corinth to Asia,  
       Acts 20:4 
      -Delivering Paul’s letters to Ephesus and Colossae, Ephesians 6:21;  
        Colossians 4:7 
  ii.  Sent to give a report of the work and encourage the churches,  
       Ephesians 6:22; Colossians 4:8 

iii. Sent to replace Timothy in Ephesus, 1 Timothy 4:12  
d.  Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers into the harvest,  
     Matthew 9:36-38  

3.  WCBC partners together with all the saints (Cooperation), Ephesians 6:23-24 
a.  Fellow believers united in Christ Jesus, Ephesians 6:23-24 

   i.  Peace to the brethren through the gospel of Jesus Christ, Ephesians  
        6:23a; 2:17-18 
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  ii.  Love with faith from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  
       Ephesians 6:23; 2:4-5 

iii. Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ,  
     Ephesians 6:24; 2:8-9 

b.  Praying and serving together for the advance of the gospel,  
     2 Thessalonians 3:1-3 

Praying for our Ministry, Missions, and Cooperation 

Pray for the ministry of WCBC  
     -Preaching and teaching of the Word  
     -Engaging our community with the gospel  
     -Edifying and building the body  
     -Every member serving Ephesians 4:7  
      -Investing with your lives, time, and resources 
      -The members and regular attenders of WCBC 

Pray for the missions of WCBC  
     -Those who are deployed overseas; IMB, OMF International  
 -Eddy and Emily Clarke, OMF International 
 -Matthew and Cindy Maxson, IMB 
     -Those who are deployed in North America; NAMB, BCM  
 -Danny and Beth Rumple, Director of Missions, WVCSB 
 -Brian and Jenna Phipps, NAMB Chaplain, US Army 
 -Tim and Crystal Gray, BCM WVU 

Pray for the cooperation of WCBC  
     -Locally 
 -Immanuel Association, Don Yeager (Associational Missionary) 
 -Fellow Churches: Grace Baptist, Fairlawn Baptist, Evergreen Bible, Tricity  
  Baptist, etc.  
     -Statewide  
 -WV Convention of Southern Baptists 
     -Nationally 
 -SBC 
 -Cooperative Program  
 -NAMB (North American Mission Board 
     -Internationally 
 -IMB (International Mission Board) 
 -OMF International 

Sending 
      -Josh and Casey Horner, SBTS Training 
      -Daniel and Mollie Edwards, SBTS Training 

NAMB Daily Prayer Updates 
     http://www.namb.net/prayerrequests/ 

IMB Daily Prayer Updates 
     http://www.imb.org/pray/todaysprayer.aspx#.VRfk7-HYh8E 

OMF International Prayer Opportunities 
     http://omf.org/us/pray/pray-with-us/ways-to-pray-3/ 

WVCSB DOM Prayer Requests 
     http://wvcsb.org/church_planting/process/pray
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APPENDIX 13 

STUDY GUIDES 
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APPENDIX 14 

OUTLINE OF MEMBERSHIP COURSE  
FOR ORIENTATION 

Session 1:  Participants will attend an orientation and complete the knowledge-based 
survey to measure their understanding of the church and church membership.  
Participants will provide background/experience regarding any personal 
church history. 

Session 2:  The elders of Williams Creek Baptist will attend an orientation explaining 
their role in the assessment of the membership course material.  

Session 3: “Defining the Church, Its Membership, and Assimilation”.  

Session 4: “The Church Is a People for God’s Own Possession” Ephesians 1:1-14. 

Session 5:  “The Church Is a People Saved by God’s Grace” Ephesians 2:1-10. 

Session 6: “The Church Is a People Built ipon God’s Word” Ephesians 2:11-22.  

Session 7:  “The Church Is a People Displaying God’s Manifold Wisdom” Ephesians 3:1-
13. 

Session 8: “The Church Is a People Supernaturally Equipped for God’s Service” 
Ephesians 4:1-16.  

Session 9: “The Church Is a People Living Redemptively as Citizens of God’s Kingdom” 
Ephesians 5:1-21.  

Session 10: “Welcome to Williams Creek Baptist Church: Our Doctrines and 
Documents”. 

Session 11: “Welcome to Williams Creek Baptist Church: Our Polity and Membership 
Requirements”. 

Session 12: “Welcome to Williams Creek Baptist Church: Our Ministries, Missions, and 
Cooperation” 
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APPENDIX 15 

PRE-COURSE PARTICIPANT ORIENTATION LETTER 

December 30, 2014 

Dear _________________, 

As we begin a new year together, I want to encourage every individual to participate in a 
series that outlines the true meaning of what it means to be THE CHURCH, as presented 
from the book of Ephesians.  This series is the culmination of an extensive study 
concerning the church and Paul’s epistle to the Ephesian Church.  It will be used to 
develop and implement a membership course at Williams Creek Baptist Church for the 
future.  As we prepare to walk through this teaching series on Sunday mornings over the 
next ten weeks, I would ask three things of each individual:        

1. That you would commit to participate during the ten week series [beginning January 
18, 2015].  If you miss a Sunday morning message, you can listen to it online at:  

http://williamscreekbaptist.org/ 

2. That you would commit to pray for our church during these ten weeks;  

3. That you would help me by completing a brief survey about the church at the 
beginning and at the end of the ten weeks.   

 I am asking each individual to fill out a copy of the survey which is included with 
this letter.  [For the purposes of this study all participants must be 18 years 
old and older in order to fill out the survey]. This research is being conducted 
by Michael S. Horner for the purpose of collecting data for a ministry project.  
Your participation in this study is totally voluntary 

 Each individual will fill out the same survey at the beginning and end of the ten 
weeks for the purpose of measuring growth throughout the teaching series. 

 Any information you provide will be held strictly confidential.  
 Please make sure that you fill out each section of the survey to the best of your 

ability, including the General Information section which asks for your name.  
Providing your name is only for the purpose of comparing the two surveys given 
at the beginning and end of the teaching series.  At no time will your name be 
reported, or your name identified with your responses. 

 COMPLETE AND RETURN the surveys, by Sunday, January 18, 2015 in the 
self-addressed stamped envelopes which are included with your packet.  
Households with more than one participant can combine their surveys together in 
the same envelope to return. 
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I am so thankful for your time and investment in this study and I look forward to how 
God works through our lives as we walk through this together.  I greatly appreciate the 
incredible support and encouragement of the church family as I have pursued these 
doctoral studies. 

For His Kingdom, Pastor Michael S. Horner 
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APPENDIX 16 

POST-COURSE PARTICIPANT COMPLETION LETTER 

March 24, 2015 

Dear _______________, 

It has been a great privilege to walk with every individual who has participated in this 
series that outlines the true meaning of the THE CHURCH, as presented from the book of 
Ephesians.  Your participation in this study has been vital to our growth as a church body 
and the development and future implementation of a membership course at Williams 
Creek Baptist Church.  As we come to the conclusion of  this teaching series, I make 
three final requests:        

1. Thank you for your faithful commitment to participate during this ten week series.  
Remember, if you missed any Sunday morning message, you can listen to it online 
at:  

http://williamscreekbaptist.org/ 

2. Thank you for praying for our church during these ten weeks; Please continue to 
pray! 

3. Thank you for completing the pre-course knowledge-based survey.  I am now 
asking you to complete the same brief survey about the church as we conclude the 
ten weeks:  

 I am asking each individual, once again, to fill out a copy of the survey which is 
included with this letter.  [For the purposes of this study all participants must 
be 18 years old and older in order to fill out the survey]. This research is being 
conducted by Michael S. Horner for the purpose of collecting data for a ministry 
project.  Your participation in this study is totally voluntary. 

 Each individual is filling out the same exact survey at the end of the ten weeks for 
the purpose of measuring growth throughout the teaching series. 

 As before, any information you provide will be held strictly confidential.  
 Please make sure that you fill out each section of the survey to the best of your 

ability, including the General Information section which asks for your name.  
Providing your name is only for the purpose of comparing the two surveys given 
at the beginning and end of the teaching series.  At no time will your name be 
reported, or your name identified with your responses. 

 COMPLETE AND RETURN the surveys, by Sunday, April 5, 2015 in the self-
addressed stamped envelopes which are included with your packet.  Households 
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with more than one participant can combine their surveys together in the same 
envelope to return. 

I am so thankful for your time and investment in this study and I praise God for how He 
continues to work through our lives as a result of this series.  I greatly appreciate the 
incredible support and encouragement of the church family as I have pursued these 
doctoral studies. 

For His Kingdom, Pastor Michael S. Horner 
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APPENDIX 17 

PRE AND POST-COURSE KNOWLEDGE-BASED  
SURVEY FOR PARTICIPANTS 

Agreement to Participate 
The research in which you are about to participate is designed to evaluate your 
knowledge and understanding of the church as a institution and church membership.  This 
research is being conducted by Michael S. Horner for the purpose of collecting data for a 
ministry project.  In this research, you will complete the following survey before we 
begin the study and you will complete the same survey after we complete the study.  Any 
information you provide will be held strictly confidential, and at no time will your name 
be reported, or your name identified with your responses.  Participation in this study is 
totally voluntary and you are free to withdraw from the study at any time.  By your 
completion of this survey, you are giving informed consent for the use of your responses 
in this research. 

     General Information 

1. Please print your name: ________________________________________________ 

2. Please indicate your age group from the following: 
__ Under 20  __20-29  __30-39  __40-49  __50-59  __60-69  __70 and above 

3. How long have you been attending Williams Creek Baptist Church? _____ months / 
______ years. 

4. Please indicate what best describes your church background: 

____No church background     ____Baptist     ____ Church of God     ____Lutheran 

____Church of Christ      ____Presbyterian      ____Episcopalian      ____Methodist  

____Non-denominational      ____Independent      ____Pentecostal      ____Other 

5. Please indicate, from the following, how you would describe your current relationship 
with the church. 

____Member at Williams Creek Baptist  ____Regularly attend Williams Creek Baptist 
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Please indicate your best response to the following questions: 

4. Which of the following statements best represents the definition of the church? 
a. The building where people gather for worship. 
b. The place where my life needs can be met. 
c. The body of people called by God’s grace through faith in Christ to glorify him 

together by serving him in the world. 
d. A religious corporate agency for solving social concerns. 

5. When was the idea of the church conceived? 
a. During the era of the New Testament. 
b. In eternity past. 
c. On the Day of Pentecost. 
d. At the Council of Nicea. 

6. What is the proper definition of ecclesiology? 
a. The study of God. 
b. Preparation for pastoral ministry. 
c. Archeology related to the Bible. 
d. The study of the church. 

7. What is essential for shaping the community of the church? 
a. A study of church history. 
b. The Word of God. 
c. Understanding the felt needs of individuals. 
d. A vibrant small group ministry. 

8. In what way should the church understand world history? 
a. The course of world history serves the kingly rule of the Lord God as He moves 

all things toward the conclusion of His predetermined redemptive plan. 
b. Many events in world history have proven devastating to the church. 
c. World history reveals how the church has advanced throughout time. 
d. Stories in the Bible can be validated through world history. 

9. Why is it important for the church to understand the corporate nature of redemption? 
a. Individuals learn more effectively in group settings. 
b. So that we know how to get along with other people. 
c. There is strength in numbers. 
d. God’s eternal redemptive plan has always been to display His glory not just 

through individuals but through a corporate body. 

10. How does the Bible describe God as dwelling with His people? 
a. God dwelled among the nation of Israel in a Jerusalem Temple designed to His 

specifications. 
b. The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. 
c. In the New Jerusalem, God and the Lamb are the Temple and make their 

dwelling among their people. 
d. All of the above are correct. 
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11. In what way is the proclamation of the gospel about the kingdom? 
a. Kings and kingdoms have always been a part of the world. 
b. The gospel reveals how God, through Jesus Christ, has redeemed His people 

and transferred them to the kingdom of His beloved Son. 
c. Only because the message would be preached to kings and their people. 
d. Symbolically as a metaphor. 

12. The church is built upon what foundation? 
a. The unanimously determined mission statement of each individual church. 
b. The demographic results determined by unchurched individuals. 
c. The apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone. 
d. In the modern era; concrete, concrete blocks, and mortar. 

13. For what reason did Jesus give the apostles the “keys of the kingdom of heaven?” 
a. To declare what terms the kingdom of heaven was opened or shut to men and 

women. 
b. To pass on to the church through the teaching of God’s Word. 
c. To instruct the local church concerning its internal affairs and deciding who 

would be admitted to and who excluded from its membership. 
d. All the above are correct. 

14. The mandate of the Great Commission of Jesus Christ was intended for what group?  
a. Just the apostles. 
b. Just the early church. 
c. Just the church’s ministers. 
d. It is a commission that rests on the whole church collectively. 

15. Why is it important for the church to understand the consummation of the ages? 
a. Because the end of the world is near. 
b. God’s plan of redemptive history is moving toward the kingdom of the world 

becoming the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever 
and ever. 

c. So a person can understand how God fits into their own life story. 
d. None of the above are correct. 

16. How does a biblically informed polity serve to shape the local church as God’s 
institution? 
a. Clearly defines the essential roles and responsibilities of the congregation, the 

elders, and the deacons. 
b. Determines the separation of powers. 
c. Settles the matter of who is actually in charge. 
d. Serves as a good example, but each individual church ultimately determines 

how best to organize. 

17. The members of a congregation are responsible for which of the following 
responsibilities? 
a. Guarding the doctrine of the church. 
b. Guarding the integrity of the membership. 
c. Serving as final authority in matters of church discipline. 
d. All of the above are correct. 
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18. What criteria best serves the church in the selection of elders?  
a. The business experience of potential leaders. 
b. Those who are popular among and can best motivate the people. 
c. The biblical qualifications and charge set forth in 1 Timothy 3:1-7; 5:17-23, 

Titus 1:5-9 and 1 Peter 5:1-5. 
d. Anyone who says yes to the nominating committee. 

19. Which of the following are fundamental to meaningful membership in a local 
church? 
a. Regeneration. 
b. Believer’s baptism. 
c. Ongoing discipleship. 
d. The practice of church discipline. 
e. All of the above are correct. 

Please provide a one sentence answer for the following questions. 

20. According to Hebrews 10:25, why must the church not forsake its own assembling 
together? 

21. What are some important practices that should be found in our corporate worship? 

22. Why is it important for the members of the church to see their lives in the context of 
God’s unfolding story of redemption? 

23. In what way can each individual become more committed to and strengthen the 
local church? 
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APPENDIX 18 

POST-COURSE ELDER EVALUATION ASSESSING THE  
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE COURSE MATERIALS 

Agreement to Participate 

The research in which you are about to participate is designed to assess the presentation 
of the course material.  This research is being conducted by Michael S. Horner for the 
purpose of collecting data for a ministry project.  In this research, you will simply be 
asked to evaluate the church membership course material.  Any information you provide 
will be held strictly confidential, and at no time will your name be reported, or your name 
identified with your responses.  Participation in this study is totally voluntary and you 
are free to withdraw from this study at any time.  By your completion of this survey, you 
are giving informed consent for the use of your responses in this research. 

Please assess the presentation of the course material by selecting the response which best 
describes your opinion regarding each category.  Keep in mind that although positive 
impressions are valuable, constructive criticism is also valuable and welcome. 

CATEGORY Exemplary Proficient Partially 
Proficient 

Incomplete POINTS 

Course 
Material  
Organization 

3 Points 2 Points 1 Point  0 Points  
____/3 

Presented 
content clearly 
and concisely 
with a logical 
and effective 
progression of 
ideas. 

Presented most 
of the content 
clearly with a 
logical 
progression of 
ideas. 

Presented 
content which 
failed to 
maintain a 
consistent focus 
and progression 
of ideas. 

Presented 
content which 
was 
unfocussed, 
and poorly 
organized. 

Course 
Material Study 
Guide 
Handouts 

3 Points 2 Points 1 Point  0 Points  
____/3 

The study guides 
proved highly 
effective in 
preparing for 
each weekly 
course session. 

The study 
guides proved 
somewhat 
helpful in 
preparing for 
each weekly 
course session. 

The study guides 
provided little 
help in preparing 
for each weekly 
course session. 

The study 
guides proved 
unhelpful in 
preparing for 
each weekly 
course session. 
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A Basic 
Biblical 
Ecclesiology 

3 Points 2 Points 1 Point  0 Points  
____/3 

The course 
material 
effectively 
outlined a basic 
biblical 
ecclesiology for 
the church. 

The course 
material 
generally 
outlined a basic 
biblical 
ecclesiology for 
the church. 

The course 
material poorly 
outlined a basic 
biblical 
ecclesiology for 
the church. 

The course 
material did 
not outline a 
basic biblical 
ecclesiology 
for the church. 

Introductory 
Information 
about 
Williams 
Creek Baptist 
Church 

3 Points 2 Points 1 Point  0 Points  
____/3 

Presented 
relevant and 
informative 
materials about 
Williams Creek 
Baptist. 

Presented basic 
materials about 
Williams Creek 
Baptist. 

Presented  
limited and 
incomplete 
materials about 
Williams Creek 
Baptist. 

Presented no 
materials 
about 
Williams 
Creek Baptist. 

Employment 
of Appropriate  
Resources 

3 Points 2 Points 1 Point  0 Points  
____/3 

Employed highly 
appropriate 
resources in a 
variety of 
formats (books, 
journals, digital) 
with proper 
citation of each. 

Employed 
mostly 
appropriate 
resources in a 
variety of 
formats (books, 
journals, 
digital) with 
proper citation 
of most. 

Employed a few 
appropriate 
resources in 
limited formats 
(books, journals, 
digital) with 
limited  and 
incomplete 
citations. 

Employed no 
appropriate 
resources in 
any formats 
(books, 
journals, 
digital) with 
incomplete or 
inaccurate 
citations. 

    TOTAL 
SCORE ____/15 
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APPENDIX 19 

RELIGIOUS TRENDS BY YEAR 

The tables A1,1 A2,2 and A33 represented in this appendix are adapted from 

Tom W. Smith and Kim Seokho’s research on “The Vanishing Protestant Majority” and 

serve to reveal the declining trends in Protestant church member adherents with regard to 

current religion, percentage raised Protestant still Protestant, and among birth cohorts.  

Additionally, table A4 is adapted from 2004 and 2013 SBC annual reports, William H. 

Day's research on “The State of Membership Growth, Sunday School, and Evangelism in 

the Southern Baptist Convention 1900-2002,” and data collected from “Demographics-

Population of the United States (2003, 2012),” and “US Population From 1900 (1993),” 

which reveal the declining trend in SBC church membership in the United States. 

1Adapted from Tom W. Smith and Kim Seokho, “The Vanishing Protestant Majority, “GSS 
Social Change Report, no. 29(July 2004), 14, accessed October 17, 2012, http://www-news.uchicago.edu/ 
releases/04/040720.protestant.pdf. 

2Ibid., 20. 

3Ibid., 17. 
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Table A1. Current religion: Protestant
Year Percentage
1972 62.5 
1973 61.8 
1974 63.3 
1975 64.7 
1976 62.6 
1977 64.9 
1978 63.1 
1980 63.9 
1982 63.9 
1983 60.3 
1984 62.5 
1985 62.8 
1986 61.2 
1987 64.9 
1988 60.4 
1989 62.3 
1990 62.6 
1991 63.3 
1993 63.1
1994 58.4 
1996 56.5 
1998 53.6 
2000 52.7 
2002 52.4 
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Table A2. Protestant retention percentage raised as Protestant still Protestant
Year Percentage
1973 90.5
1974 90.8
1975 89.1
1976 91.3
1977 90.1
1978 90.3
1980 90.8
1982 91.3
1983 89.7
1984 91.8
1985 90.4
1986 89.1
1987 90.4
1988 89.1
1989 89.1
1990 89.2
1991 91.2
1993 90.4
1994 87.1
1996 86.2
1998 83.8
2000 82.7
2002 82.8

Table A3. Religious trends by birth cohorts
Current Religion Percentage
Pre-1910 73.4
1910-1919 69.6
1920-1929 67.1
1930-1939 65.7
1940-1949 59.9
1950-1959 56.4
1960-1969 53.1
1970-1979 44.9
1980+ 41
Religion Raised In Percentage
Pre-1910 75.0
1910-1919 70.2
1920-1929 68.6
1930-1939 66.5
1940-1949 63.1
1950-1959 59.3
1960-1969 55.3
1970-1979 50.5
1980+ 49.4
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Table A4. SBC total membership percentage of US population decline
Year Southern Baptist 

Convention 
(U.S.)4

United States Total 
Population5

SBC Membership 
Percentage of U.S. 

Population 

1993 15,404,621 257,746,103 .0598 % 

2003 16,205,050 290,342,600 .0558 % 

2012 15,872,404 313,847,500 .0506 % 

4 These figures were collected from reported figures in the following three resources, Southern 
Baptist Convention, “Annual of the 2013 Southern Baptist Convention,” 118, accessed July 29, 2014, 
http://www.sbcec.org/bor/2013/2013SBCAnnual.pdf;  idem, “Annual of the 2004 Southern Baptist 
Convention,” 118, accessed July 29, 2014, http://digitalcollections.baylor.edu/cdm/ref/collection/ ml-
sbcann/id/51025; William H. Day, “The State of Membership Growth, Sunday School, and Evangelism in 
the Southern Baptist Convention 1900-2002,” Journal for Baptist Theology and Ministry 1, no. 2 (Fall 
2003): 107-21, accessed October 20, 2012, http://www.biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/jbtm/01-2_107.pdf. 

5These figures were collected from reported figures in the following two resources, 
“Demographics-Population of the United States (2003, 2012),” 118, accessed July 29, 2014, 
http://www.indexmundi.com/g/g.aspx?v=21&c=us&l=en; “US Population From 1900 (1993),” accessed 
July 29, 2014, http://www.demographia.com/db-uspop1900.htm.  
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APPENDIX 20  

PRE AND POST-COURSE KNOWLEDGE-BASED  
SURVEY DATA 

The pre and post-course knowledge-based survey was completed by 37 

participants.  The data presented in this appendix gives the information collected about 

the participants and the results of the survey. 

Table A5. Participant age
Age Group Percentage
18-19 0.00
20-29 2.70 
30-39 8.10 
40-49 32.4 
50-59 18.9
60-69 16.6
70-Above 21.6

Table A6. Participant church background
Denomination Percentage
Baptist 72.9 
Church of Christ 5.40 
Church of God 5.40 
Episcopalian 00.0
Four C’s 2.70
Independent 00.0 
Lutheran 2.70 
Methodist 29.7
Non-Denominational 8.10 
None 00.0 
Other 10.8
Pentecostal 2.70
Presbyterian 5.40
Russian Orthodox 2.70
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Table A7. Baptist only background versus other church background
Church Background Percentage
Baptist Only Background 48.6 
Other Church Background 51.4

Table A8. WCBC member versus regular attender
Membership Status Percentage
Church Member 78.4  
Regular Attender 21.6

Table A9. WCBC member and regular attender eligible participant status
Membership Status Percentage
Church Member 67.4 
Regular Attender 57.1
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Table A10. Pre-project multiple choice responses
Questions 37 Participant Responses

a b c d e % Correct
1. Which of the following statements best 

represents the definition of the church? 1 36* 97 
2. When was the idea of the church 

conceived? 15 14* 7 1 38 
3. What is the proper definition of 

ecclesiology? 4 1 32* 86 
4. What is essential for shaping the 

community of the church? 37* 100 
5. In what way should the church 

understand world history? 33* 4 89 

6. Why is it important for the church to 
understand the corporate nature of 
redemption? 

1 36* 97 

7. How does the Bible describe God as 
dwelling with His people? 1 3 33* 89 

8. In what way is the proclamation of the 
gospel about the kingdom? 37* 100 

9. The church is built upon what 
foundation? 37* 100 

10. For what reason did Jesus give the 
apostles the “keys of the kingdom of 
heaven?” 

2 20 1 14* 38 

11. The mandate of the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ was intended for what 
group?  

2 35* 95 

12. Why is it important for the church to 
understand the consummation of the 
ages? 

34* 3 92 

13. How does a biblically informed polity 
serve to shape the local church as 
God’s institution? 

35* 2 95 

14. The members of a congregation are 
responsible for which of the following 
responsibilities? 

4 2 31* 84 

15. What criteria best serves the church in 
the selection of elders?  1 1 35* 95 

16. Which of the following are 
fundamental to meaningful membership 
in a local church? 

2 1 1 32
* 

86% 

Note. *Correct Answers 
There were 511 correct answers out of a possible 592 correct answers; 86 % of answers 
were correct. 
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Table A11. Pre-project short answer responses
Short Answer Question Short Answer Responses and Frequency

17. According to Hebrews 10:25, why 
must the church not forsake its own 
assembling together? 

Encourage one another (33)
Meet together often (5) 
Love one another and good deeds (4) 

18. What are some important practices 
that should be found in our corporate 
worship? 

Preaching/teaching God’s Word (29)
Singing, praise, and thanksgiving (22) 
Prayer (25) 
Repentance/responding (3) 
Fellowship (9) 
Giving/stewardship (8) 
Ordinances [Baptism/Communion] (8) 
Scripture reading (10)

19. Why is it important for the members 
of the church to see their lives in the 
context of God’s unfolding story of 
redemption? 

Follow God’s will (1)
Align lives to God’s eternal plan (14) 
Fulfill the Great Commission (8) 
Display God’s Manifold Wisdom (6) 
Because of our sins-Redemption (8)

20. In what way can each individual 
become more committed to and 
strengthen the local church? 

Attend/Participate (19)
Pray (17) 
Study God’s Word (16) 
Love and serve others with our gifts (17) 
Evangelism/outreach (4) 
Searching out God’s will/direction (3) 
Fellowship (5) 

Note. There were 273 total responses 
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Table A12. Post-project survey multiple choice responses

Multiple Choice Questions 
37 Participant Responses

a b c d e % Correct
1. Which of the following statements 

best represents the definition of the 
church? 

37*
100
(3% 

increase) 
2. When was the idea of the church 

conceived? 1 31* 4 
84

(46% increase) 
3. What is the proper definition of 

ecclesiology? 1 2 34*
92

(6% increase) 
4. What is essential for shaping the 

community of the church? 37* 
100

(Same) 
5. In what way should the church 

understand world history? 36* 1 
97

(8% increase) 
6. Why is it important for the church to 

understand the corporate nature of 
redemption? 

37*
100

(3% increase) 

7. How does the Bible describe God as 
dwelling with His people? 37*

100
(11% increase) 

8. In what way is the proclamation of 
the gospel about the kingdom? 37* 

100
(Same) 

9. The church is built upon what 
foundation? 37*

100
(Same) 

10. For what reason did Jesus give the 
apostles the “keys of the kingdom of 
heaven?” 

8 29*
78

(40% increase) 

11. The mandate of the Great 
Commission of Jesus Christ was 
intended for what group? 

1 1 35*
95

(Same) 

12. Why is it important for the church to 
understand the consummation of the 
ages?

37* 
100

(8% increase) 

13. How does a biblically informed 
polity serve to shape the local 
church as God’s institution?

35* 2 
95

(Same) 

14. The members of a congregation are 
responsible for which of the 
following responsibilities? 

37*
100

(16% increase) 

15. What criteria best serves the church 
in the selection of elders?  37*

100
(5% increase) 

16. Which of the following are 
fundamental to meaningful 
membership in a local church? 

37*
100

(14% 
increase) 

Note. *Correct Answers 
There were 570 correct answers out of a possible 592 correct answers; 96 % of answers 
were correct. 
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Table A13. Post-project survey short answer responses
Short Answer Question Short Answer Responses and Frequency
17. According to Hebrews 10:25, why 

must the church not forsake its own 
assembling together? 

Encourage one another (33)
Meet together often (18) 
Obedience to God’s Word (12) 
Love one another and good deeds (17) 

*(47.5 % answer frequency increase)
18. What are some important practices 

that should be found in our corporate 
worship? 

Preaching/teaching the Word (33)
Singing, praise, and thanksgiving (30) 
Prayer (27) 
Repentance/responding (6) 
Fellowship (10) 
Giving/stewardship (8) 
Ordinances [Baptism/Communion] (12) 
Serving (12) 
Scripture reading (13) 

*(25 % answer frequency increase)
19. Why is it important for the members 

of the church to see their lives in the 
context of God’s unfolding story of 
redemption? 

Follow God’s will (3)
God is in control (6) 
Align lives to God’s eternal plan (12) 
Remain steadfast in hope of God’s Word 
(6) 
Fulfill the Great Commission (7) 
Display God’s Manifold Wisdom (11) 
Because of our sins-Redemption (8) 

*(30 % answer frequency increase)
20. In what way can each individual 

become more committed to and 
strengthen the local church? 

Attend/Participate (23)
Pray (16) 
Study God’s Word (15) 
Love and serve others with our gifts (18) 
Support godly shepherding/leadership (4) 
Evangelism/outreach (9) 
Engage the teaching (5) 
Committed to spiritual disciplines (7) 
Unity (8) 
Forgiving others (1) 
Searching out God’s will/direction (3) 
Fellowship (9) 

*(31 % answer frequency increase)
Note.  There were 402 responses, a 32% increase. 



178 

Table A14. Post-course elder evaluation results

CATEGORY Elder 1 Elder 2 Elder 3 Elder 4 Points

Course Material  
Organization 3 Points 3 Points 2 Points 2 Points 10/12
Course Material Study Guide 
Handouts 3 Points 3 Points 3 Points 2 Points 11/12 
A Basic Biblical Ecclesiology

3 Points 3 Points 3 Points 2 Points 11/12
Introductory Information 
about Williams Creek Baptist 
Church

3 Points 3 Points 3 Points  3 Points 12/12 

Employment of Appropriate  
Resources 3 Points 3 Points 3 Points 3 Points 12/12

TOTAL 
SCORE

56/60
93%
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