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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of Hanmaeum Korean Baptist Church is “Loving People with 

Jesus’s Heart and Nurturing People into a Growing Relationship with Jesus by God’s 

Word, and Sending People into the World to Preach the Gospel for Saving the Lost 

People of God.” This demonstrates that the mission of Hanmaeum Korean Baptist 

Church is primarily making disciples, following the Great Commission (Matt 28:18-20) 

and the Great Commandment (Matt 22:34-40). This goal is given not only to the church, 

but to Christian families. Just like the church, the Christian family has the same 

responsibility to make disciples, as the Bible says that the Lord uses God’s family for his 

kingdom (Ps 78:1-8). In particular, the Lord bestows the primary responsibility on 

parents to make their children disciples of Jesus Christ for God’s glory (Deut 6:2-9). As a 

result, the church should devote more effort to equipping parents as the primary disciple-

makers of their children so that their family can live a gospel-centered life for God’s 

kingdom and his glory.  

Context 

This ministry project took place in the context of Hanmaeum Korean Baptist 

Church (hereafter HKBC), Louisville, Kentucky. HKBC was founded in 2006, sharing 

space with Lyndon Baptist Church in Louisville. More than ninety church members, 

including children, gather together every Sunday morning for the worship service. HKBC 

has been managed by the traditional church style, “Come and See,” with an age-

segregated ministry. HKBC does not have a long history, but the community possesses a 

strong unity with one another in Christ’s love and a powerful prayer meeting every 
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Friday night for the spiritual growth of the community, preaching the gospel, and saving 

the lost people of God in the local Louisville area. Three contributing factors related to 

the ministry context at HKBC are relevant to this project. First of all, most ministries at 

HKBC have been focused on adults, but not on children or youth. The church provides a 

Wednesday night worship service, Friday night prayer meeting, and Sunday Bible study 

after the worship service for the adult ministry. For the children and young-adult group, 

the church furnishes Sunday worship service or Bible study on Friday evening, but only a 

few students are involved in the meeting. Except for each department minister, there are 

not enough Sunday school teachers for the church ministries. According to its short 

church history, HKBC has not trained parents to disciple their children for spiritual 

growth. This fact coincides with—and may be a contributing cause of—a poor attendance 

rate for youth and college students in the church ministries and activities, along with a 

high rate of young people walking away from their faith in Jesus Christ after graduating 

from high school. Now, HKBC consists mainly of the older generation and experiences 

few new members joining the church. HKBC needs to concentrate on the next 

generations for the future. The lack of discipleship will impact the future of the church. 

This project offers a potential solution by helping HKBC to equip parents to be the 

primary disciple-makers of their children so that they can discipline their teenagers for 

spiritual growth and the gospel-centered life. 

Second, HKBC does not have a correct strategy for equipping parents to 

disciple their children. HKBC needs to improve the leadership-development pipeline to 

train parents to equip their children as God’s workers and carry on his mission with 

spiritual growth and maturity. The church will develop future spiritual problems if no 

leadership development pipeline exists for congregational discipleship. Trained parents 

can discipline their children for spiritual development and the gospel-centered life, and at 

the same time, they can serve the youth and college group at the church. Discipleship is 

quite crucial because it is the core of church ministry. Without discipleship in ministry, 
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the church cannot grow spiritually and fulfill its mission at all. Eric Geiger and Kevin 

Peck emphasize that churches should insist on discipleship because “discipleship is the 

only means and impacts all of life.”1 HKBC is required to make leaders who can lead 

small groups and make disciples who can multiply in their place, including family. The 

senior pastor should equip deacons to be leaders for adult ministries and small groups 

through a discipleship training program. Also, Sunday school ministers must prepare 

parents to be leaders for small groups and family discipleship as disciple-makers of their 

children at home, so that their children will live in the fear of the Lord. The church needs 

to improve and develop the leadership development pipeline to disciple the congregation 

for the kingdom of God and his glory.  

Third, a number of HKBC parents seem to have a tendency to rely mostly on 

church education for their children’s spiritual training and development because parents 

appear to ignore their primary duty for the spiritual discipline of their children. Most 

parents have shifted the spiritual responsibilities for their children to student and youth 

church ministers. Insufficient sharing about the Christian faith is one reason for spiritual 

disconnection between parents and their children. In addition, HKBC parents have a 

tendency to not be willing to assume responsibility for church ministry as parents of 

children. Moreover, HKBC does not provide any specific training programs or resources 

to parents for family discipleship that they can utilize for their children at home. HKBC 

appeases to require parents to merely participate in youth ministry, for instance, by 

preparing snacks and drinks or cleaning the youth room after activities. The church also 

requests vehicle service for youth retreats during the summer and winter seasons. HKBC 

chiefly focuses on church ministries, but not on ways to ready or train family members or 

parents to be good disciple-makers for their own children. Thus, parents do not play any 

 
 

1 Eric Geiger and Kevin Peck, Designed to Lead: The Church and Leadership Development 
(Nashville: B & H, 2016), 159. 
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significant role in youth ministry, but only the youth minister and Sunday school teachers 

seem to care about church education and discipleship for teenagers. As a result, parents’ 

participation in youth and college ministries is very poor. There are not enough teachers 

in the HKBC youth and college ministries, and it is quite difficult to operate these 

ministries. HKBC requires more trained members to serve youth and college ministries as 

teachers or small-group leaders. Moreover, the church does not have any Sunday 

curriculum specifically for youth and college ministries. Therefore, numerous young 

people at HKBC lose interest in youth and college ministries and activities. The lack of 

sufficient curriculum for youth and college ministries and spiritually trained teachers 

could cause the low attendance at Sunday worship and activities for teenagers. 

In summary, the lack of attention for equipping parents to be the primary 

disciple-makers of their children affects the spiritual disconnection between parents and 

their children, as well as results in little participation of parents in youth and college 

ministries. Furthermore, it affects poor attendance of teenagers in youth and college 

ministries. HKBC definitely needs to emphasize equipping parents so that they can be the 

primary disciple-makers of their children for God’s kingdom and the mission of the body 

of Christ. 

Rationale 

Scripture indicates that the Lord gives the primary responsibility to parents for 

the spiritual discipline of their children for God’s kingdom and his glory.2 Deuteronomy 

6:2-7 emphasizes that the role of the parents is one of the most important factors in 

family ministry. In this passage, Moses explains that parents must teach and train their 

 
 

2 James M. Hamilton Jr., “That the Coming Generation Might Praise the Lord: Family 
Discipleship in the Old Testament,” in Trained in the Fear of God: Family Ministry in Theological, 
Historical, and Practical Perspective, ed. Randy Stinson and Timothy P. Jones (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 
2011), 33-43.  
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children in the fear of the Lord.3 In other words, parents should do their best to discipline 

their children so that they know and serve God more than anything else and worship him 

alone. Also, Psalm 78:2-4 shows the Lord’s intent for the family and for each generation 

to pass on their faith to the next one.4 It is the chief responsibility of parents to instruct 

their children with respect to God and his story. Hence, parents have a critical part to play 

in their children’s discipleship. Additionally, Ephesians 4:11-13 demonstrates that the 

church is responsible for preparing “the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ.”5 The apostle Paul stresses that the pastor’s role in the church is 

equipping the saints, including parents as God’s workers for his glory and his body of 

Christ.  

Besides this parental role, the church has a vital role in the discipleship of 

children from Christian families; namely, the church has to equip parents spiritually so 

that they can raise their children to live for God’s glory.6 Michael Anthony emphasizes 

that the church must be “equipping parents to be the spiritual leaders in the home.”7 The 

church has the secondary responsibility for the discipleship of children from Christian 

families.8 The church is a gathering of families, and all the church members are brothers 

and sisters in Christ, and thus they are a spiritually one family (Rom 12:4-5; Eph 4:1-6). 

Renfro, Shields, and Strother contend that Ephesians 4:11-13 means “the vocational 

minister’s role is not to disciple children for their parents but to equip the parents to 

 
 

3 Paul Renfro, Brandon Shields, and Jay Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry: 3 Views, 
ed. Timothy P. Jones (Nashville: B & H, 2009), 35-40. 

4 Michael J. Anthony, A Theology for Family Ministries (Nashville: B & H Academic, 2011), 
183-84. 

5 Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotation will be from the New International 
Version. 

6 Renfro, Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 143-46. 

7 Anthony, A Theology for Family Ministries, 182. 

8 Renfro, Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 146. 



   

6 

disciple their own children.”9 Consequentially, the church possesses a significant role in 

the discipleship process of children, too. The church is responsible for readying parents to 

become home spiritual leaders and primary disciple-makers for children to live to love 

the Lord and others. The church should prepare parents as primary disciple-makers in 

their children’s lives.10 Parents are required to show their children a gospel-centered life 

in the fear of the Lord through family discipleship. This project will assist parents in 

conducting home family discipleship for their children. 

Purpose 

The purpose of the project was to help the church to equip parents as the 

primary disciple-makers of their children at Hanmaeum Korean Baptist Church, 

Louisville, Kentucky. 

Goals 

Three goals were applicable for the purpose of this ministry project. These 

objectives reflected a progression of the steps to be taken for growing HKBC members in 

their understanding of biblical disciple-making. 

1. The first project goal was to evaluate the parents’ knowledge and practice of biblical 
disciple-making of their children.  

2. The second project goal was to develop a biblical family-discipleship curriculum to 
aid parents in disciple-making of their children to live in the fear of God.  

3. The third project goal was to increase the parents’ knowledge and practice of biblical 
disciple-making of their children.  

Research Methodology 

Three goals helped determine this project’s effectiveness. The project research 

methodology included pre- and post-surveys, along with an evaluation rubric. The 

 
 

9 Renfro, Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 163. 

10 Timothy P. Jones, Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your Church Can Equip Parents to 
Make Disciples (Indianapolis: Wesleyan, 2011), 191. 
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research instrument was performed in agreement with, and approved by, The Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary Research Ethics Committee. 

The first project objective was evaluating the parents’ knowledge and practice 

of biblical disciple-making of their children. This initial goal was measured by 

administering a Family Perceptions and Practices Survey to participants.11 This objective 

was considered successfully met when the ten parents who participated completed the 

survey and it was analyzed, producing a clearer picture of current understanding and 

practices of home family discipleship.  

The second project goal was developing a biblical family-discipleship 

curriculum to aid parents in disciple-making of their children to live in the fear of God.  

The family-discipleship curriculum was composed of a five-session 

curriculum. Implementing the information gleaned from the FPPS above, a curriculum 

was written that includes instruction pertaining to family discipleship, parents’ 

responsibility for children, and family devotion through faith talks. This objective was 

considered to be successfully met when the curriculum had been completed and 

evaluated. An expert panel utilized a rubric to evaluate the teaching methodology, 

biblical faithfulness, and applicability of the curriculum.12 This goal was accomplished 

when a minimum of 80 percent of the evaluation criteria reached or exceeded the 

sufficient level.  

The third project objective was increasing the parents’ knowledge and practice 

of biblical disciple-making of their children. Parents led a five-lesson series for family 

discipleship with their children at home. Participants were provided with guidelines for 

this five-lesson series of family discipleship before leading it. This goal was measured by 

re-administering the Family Perceptions and Practices Survey and comparing the results 

 
 

11 See appendix 1, Family Perceptions and Practices Survey. Survey adapted from Jones, 
Family Ministry Field Guide, 202-3. 

12 See appendix 2, Curriculum Evaluation Rubric.  
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with the pre-course survey. The objective was considered successfully met when a t-test 

for dependent samples showed statistically significant improvement. 

Definitions and Delimitations/Limitations 

The following definitions of key terms were used in this ministry project:  

Family ministry. Randy Stinson and Timothy Paul Jones define family ministry 

as “the process of intentionally and persistently coordinating a congregation’s 

proclamation and practices so that parents are acknowledged, trained, and held 

accountable as primary disciple-makers in their children’s lives.”13 

Family discipleship. Ryan Steenburg defines family discipleship as “The 

process which takes place when parents guide their children through regular and 

intentional practices which focus on knowledge of Scripture, reverence for God, and 

obedience to Christ.”14 

Faith talk. Timothy Paul Jones defines faith talk as “designated time, at least 

once per week, for the household to gather for prayer and to study a biblical truth 

together. This household gathering may include not only parents and children, but also 

other individuals who have been invited to share this time with the family.”15 

Three delimitations applied to this project. The first delimitation that was 

placed on the project is that the twenty-week time length was required in this project to 

train parents for equipping them to be the primary disciple-makers of their children. 

Therefore, twenty weeks were used for continuing their weekly discipleship training. 

Second, all participants who are HKBC members were expected to be in good standing 

with the church, regularly attending services during Sunday worship and activities. Third, 

 
 

13 Stinson and Jones, Trained in the Fear of God, 15. 

14 W. Ryan Steenburg, Effective Practices for Training Parents in Family Discipleship: 
A Mixed Methods Study (PhD diss., The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2010), 8. 

15 Jones, Family Ministry Field Guide, 154.  
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family discipleship at home was applied to parents living with children who are between 

the ages of seven and twenty-four. One limitation was that the accuracy of pre- and post-

surveys relied on the willing response of honest feedback and basic knowledge of parent 

church members of HKBC. The respondents remained anonymous to mitigate this 

limitation. 

Conclusion 

This project was designed to help the church equip parents to be the primary 

disciple-makers of their children. The Bible shows that God gives the principal 

responsibility to parents for the spiritual training of their children in the fear of Lord. The 

church is also responsible for preparing parents to be the disciple-makers of their 

children. The church and family have a responsibility for children to learn how to fear, 

serve, and live for the Lord’s glory. The following chapters address scriptural and 

theological foundations of family discipleship, the role of parents, and ways to disciple 

their children in the home.



   

10 

CHAPTER 2 

BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR 
PARENTS AS PRIMARY DISCIPLE MAKERS OF 

THEIR CHILDREN 

Introduction 

In the entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, God used the family for his 

glory and his kingdom. Scripture clearly demonstrates that the Lord gave the primary 

responsibility to parents for the spiritual discipline of their children for God’s kingdom 

and his glory. The primary role for the spiritual training of children is given to parents, 

not to church ministers.1 Making disciples of children is the main role of parents at home 

because Scripture teaches that parents must discipline their children to live for God’s 

glory and his kingdom. The Bible clearly addresses the fact that God bestows the 

principal responsibility on parents for raising their children to love and obey God in the 

fear of Lord. Although the church additionally is responsible for equipping parents to be 

the disciple-makers of their children, throughout the Bible, it is quite clear that parents 

have the primary responsibility for their children to know God’s grace and love and to 

live for the Lord’s glory.  

The goal of this chapter is to explain the biblical and theological foundations 

for parents’ roles to make disciples of their children and raise them in the fear of the 

Lord. Accordingly, the first section will dissect a few passages in the Old Testament, 

such as Deuteronomy 6:4-8 and Psalm 78:1-8, to support parents’ primary role of making 

disciple-making their children. The second section will deal with a number of passages in 

 
 

1 Robert N. Wilkin, The Grace New Testament Commentary, vol. 2, Romans to Revelation 
(Denton, TX: Grace Evangelical Society, 2010), 887.  
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the New Testament—Matthew 28:16-20 and Ephesians 4:11-16; 6:1-4—that show the 

biblical principle for parents’ responsibility to discipline their children at home. 

Biblical Support in the Old Testament  

It is very clear that Scripture endows parents with the primary responsibility 

for the discipleship of their children so that they “shall not perish but have eternal life” 

(John 3:16) and may also give glory to God, which is the purpose of our life. An exegesis 

of Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and Psalm 78:1-8 will support God’s design for parents to 

discipline their children and teach them to love and obey God in the fear of the Lord. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 reads, 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. Love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on 
your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols on your hands 
and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your houses and 
on your gates.  

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 clearly illustrates that God commands parents to disciple 

their children in specific attitudes and ways. God demands love and obedience to his 

commands (vv. 4-5), and he asks parents to diligently implement these creeds with their 

children at home (vv. 6-9). Obeying God’s commands was very important to faithful 

Israelites because they would be prolonged and would go well in the promised land 

flowing with milk and honey (vv. 1-3).  

Before the exegesis of Deuteronomy 6:4-9, one needs to understand the history 

and context of Deuteronomy. Walter Elwell states that the book of Deuteronomy is “the 

keystone of the Old Testament.”2 Deuteronomy is the repetition of God’s law, which the 

Lord gave to the Israelites at Mount Sinai. Through the book of Deuteronomy, Moses 

repeats this and addresses Israel pertaining to the law that God delivered to the Israelites. 

 
 

2 Walter A. Elwell, ed., Evangelical Commentary on the Bible, vol. 3 (Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1996), 107. 
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Edward Owens states that “Deuteronomy is about reform and restoration, looking to the 

past with an eye to the future. Its tone is urgent and appeals to the individual as well as 

the community. Everyone is called to respond to the Lord’s statues and commandments 

today (4:40).”3  

The book of Deuteronomy is composed of four of Moses’s addresses.4 The 

first address of Moses, located in chapters 1:1-4:43, concerns what God has done for the 

salvation of Israel through his grace and love. The second address of Moses, found in 

chapters 4:44-28:68, gives God’s law with the detailed covenant stipulations. The third 

address of Moses, located in chapters 29:1-32:52, shows recapitulation of the covenant 

demand for Israel. The fourth address of Moses, found in chapters 33:1-34:12, regards the 

blessing of Moses for Israel and his death.5 Deuteronomy 6 comprises “receiving the law 

personally (vv. 1-5), teaching the law continually (vv. 6-9), living the law completely (vv. 

10-19), and explaining the law historically (vv. 20-25).”6  

Love Your God, Shema  

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 is known as the Shema in the Jewish tradition, after the 

first word of verse 4, the imperative of the verb שׁמע, which means “to hear.”7 

Traditionally, religious Jews recite the Shema two times daily for their devotional life.8 In 

the fourth verse, Moses declares that “the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” This verse 

stresses that God is the only one true God. This verse shows a “great declaration of 

 
 

3 J. Edward Owens Jr., Deuteronomy, New Collegeville Bible Commentary, vol. 6 
(Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2011), 7.  

4 Owens, Deuteronomy, 8.  

5 John A. Thompson, Deuteronomy: An Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old Testament 
Commentaries, vol. 5 (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1974), 91. 

6 John C. Maxwell, Deuteronomy, PCS 5 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1987), 114. 

7 Eugene H. Merrill, Deuteronomy, NAC, vol. 4 (Nashville: B & H, 1994), 162. 

8 Walter A. Elwell, ed., “Shema,” in Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids: Baker 
Book House, 1988), 1945.  
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Monotheism in the sense that God is only one God and the God is truly one.”9 Eugene 

Merrill points out, “The confession of the Lord’s unique oneness leads to the demand that 

Israel recognizes him as such by obedience to all that that implies.”10 

Moses emphasizes loving the Lord God with all one’s heart, soul, and strength 

in verse 5. John Walvoord and Roy Zuck state that “to love the Lord” means choosing 

God for an intimate relationship with him and obedience to his commandments.11 Before 

parents discipline their children, parents must show their faithfulness to God by loving 

first. Then they can discipline their children with Shema as a great commandment to love 

and obey God’s Word for his glory and his kingdom. According to Merrill, the “heart is 

the seat of the intellect, equivalent to the mind or rational part of humankind,” and the 

“soul refers to the invisible part of the individual, the person qua person including the 

will and sensibilities,” and the “strength” is the physical side with all its functions and 

capacities.12 Thus, Merrill concludes, the fifth verse means that “Israel must love God 

with all its essence and expression.”13 

Christ quoted the Shema in all three Synoptic Gospels and emphasizes it as 

“the first and greatest commandment” (Matt 22:37-38; Mark 12:29-30; Luke 10:27). Carl 

Friedrich Keil delineates that Jesus added “places on a par with this the commandment 

contained in Lev 19:8 to love one’s neighbor as oneself, and then observes that on these 

 
 

9 Samuel R. Driver, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Deuteronomy, 3rd ed., 
International Critical Commentary (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1902), 90. 

10 Merrill, Deuteronomy, 163.  

11 John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, eds., The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old 
Testament, Bible Knowledge Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 274. 

12 Merrill, Deuteronomy, 164.  

13 Merrill, Deuteronomy, 164.  
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two commandments hang all the law and the prophets (Matt 22:37-40; Mark 12:29-31; 

Luke 10:27).”14  

Teach Shema to the Next Generation 

God demands that parents teach the Shema to their children in specific ways: 

repetition and diligence in verses 6-9. In the sixth verse, the Lord directs that the 

Israelites should put the Shema “on their hearts.” Duane Christensen states that “the 

commandments are to be ‘upon your heart;’ that is, the people are to internalize the 

law.”15 More than anything else, the people of God, including parents, must be faithful to 

God’s Word first. Israelites must meditate on the Shema by putting it “on their hearts.” 

In the seventh verse, God commands that parents impress upon and talk about 

God’s Word with their children. Whether while they are sitting at home or walking in the 

pathway, whether lying down to sleep or rising for the tasks of a new day, they must be 

preoccupied with covenant concerns and their faithful transmission to the next 

generation.16 For this reason, Merrill emphasizes that faithful parents should “impress the 

words of covenant faith into the thinking of their children by inscribing them there with 

indelible sharpness and precision.”17 The Lord demands that the Israelites stress his 

commands to their children. The commandments are to be “upon your heart,” which 

means that the Israelites are to internalize God’s Word.18 

Parents should teach the Shema and God’s commands to their children 

diligently. Parents must talk about God’s love and his wonderful grace with their kids 

 
 

14 Carl Friedrich Keil and Franz Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament (Peabody, MA: 
Hendrickson, 2002), 885.  

15 Duane L. Christensen, Deuteronomy 1:1-21:9, 2nd ed., WBC, vol. 6a (Dallas: Word Books, 
2002), 143. 

16 Merrill, Deuteronomy, 164.  

17 Merrill, Deuteronomy,164. 

18 Christensen, Deuteronomy 1:1-21:9, 143. 
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every day. Parents ought to meditate on the Lord’s commands and read them to their 

family members everywhere. John Maxwell writes about the importance of parents’ 

primary responsibility for family discipleship of their children in this way:  

This commandment is not automatically transferred from one generation to another. 
Deuteronomy attaches the importance and responsibility of teaching to the family 
(4:9; 7:7, 20-25; 11:19). This educating must be done in a diligent manner. The 
home is to be the center for conserving and propagating truth. Home is where life 
makes up its mind. Moses understood that the greatness of the nation Israel 
depended upon the teaching of the commandments in the home. As a nation, we 
need desperately to apply this truth ourselves.19  

According to this statement, parents’ instruction of their children is not to be 

just a lesson, but a continual way of life. Maxwell continues,  

God’s words were to be communicated when they sat, as they walked, after they lay 
down at night, and when they arose in the morning (v. 7). A variety of methods is 
given to help parents saturate their children with these important commandments. 
They were to experience them (v. 6); talk about them (v. 7); exhibit them (v. 8); 
write them (v. 9); and, most importantly, model them.20  

As a role model, parents need to be faithful to love God and obey his 

commands first. They should teach their children to know the Shema diligently and 

discipline them to love God and obey his commands continually. These responsibilities 

were given by God, and parents must implement the Shema with their family for the 

kingdom of God and his glory.  

In sum, in Deuteronomy 6, Moses emphasizes that the parents’ generation 

must be faithful to God first in their obedience and love for the Lord (vv. 4-6), and they 

are responsible for the training of their children to know the Shema, love God, and obey 

his commands (vv. 7-9). God demands love and obedience to his commands, and he asks 

parents to carry out his creed with their children at home diligently and repeatedly. 

Therefore, it is clear that God has given a responsibility to parents for the discipline of 

their children to obey and love the Lord as the people of God’s kingdom.  

 
 

19 Maxwell, Deuteronomy, 118. 

20 Maxwell, Deuteronomy, 119. 
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Psalm 78:1-8 reads, 

O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. I will open my 
mouth in parables, I will utter hidden things, things from of old—what we have 
heard and known, what our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their 
children; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his 
power, and the wonders he has done. He decreed statutes for Jacob and established 
the law in Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children, so the 
next generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn 
would tell their children. Then they would put their trust in God and would not 
forget his deeds but would keep his commands. They would not be like their 
forefathers—a stubborn and rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal to 
God, whose spirits were not faithful to him. 

In Psalm 78, the psalmist, Asaph, proclaims that the Israelites, God’s people, 

must teach their children about the Lord’s wonderful acts of deliverance, blessing, and 

guidance. In addition, he urges them to pass them on for the next generation.21 According 

to Asaph, God’s people must not disobey and go against the Lord like “their ancestor’s 

rebellion and ingratitude.” Throughout Psalm 78, “Asaph surveys the long-repeated 

rebellion of Israel in the face of God’s goodness, encouraging believers not to repeat this 

same sin.”22 In Psalm 78, the psalmist emphasizes two dominant themes that must never 

be forgotten: Israel’s failures and God’s faithfulness.23 Asaph calls upon God’s people to 

learn numerous lessons from the past failures of their forefathers.24 Steven Lawson states 

that “this psalm reminds us that the Lord remains graciously faithful to bless his people, 

even when they are unfaithful to him.”25 

 
 

21 Charles F. Pfeiffer and Everett F. Harrison, eds., The Wycliffe Bible Commentary (Chicago: 
Moody Press, 1962), 523. 

22 Steven J. Lawson, Psalms 76-150, Holman Old Testament Commentary, vol. 12 (Nashville: 
Holman Reference, 2006), 14. 

23 Lawson, Psalms 76-150, 18. 

24 Lawson, Psalms 76-150, 14.  

25 Lawson, Psalms 76-150, 18.  
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Listen to God’s Word 

Asaph begins with, “O my people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my 

mouth” (Ps 78:1). This is very similar to the poet of Psalm 49:1-4 and Proverbs 4:1.26 

Asaph urges Israel to pay attention to “my teaching and the words.” The word used תּוֹרָה 

(Torah), is also used in the fifth verse, the “instruction.” The psalmist intends to stress 

God’s words and the law so as to remember the Lord’s wonder for his people. Marvin 

Tate notes that Israel could know Yahweh in two ways. One way is through his words, 

the law, made for Israelites. The other way is through divine action.27 After the 

experience of the exodus from Egypt, the Israelites were given the covenant. The 

psalmist calls on God’s people to listen to his word and follow him by recalling what they 

did in the past before the Lord. 

The psalmist urges them to say a “parable” and “dark sayings of old,” which 

may be a “parable” or “riddles” coming down with the authority of the past in verse 2.28 

Marvin Tate explains the “riddle” in more detail. He says, “It is not immediately 

accessible. It is not even explicitly stated, but apparently its solution lies in telling the 

‘story’ to those yet to come, a ‘story’ of Yahweh’s wonderful deeds and Israel’s 

failures.”29 Asaph stresses that the “story” was heard and known through their fathers (v. 

3). This verse proves that the story was passed down from the fathers to their children, 

from the old generation to the next one through people’s storytelling. Psalm 78 shows 

that as messengers, the fathers’ responsibility is telling God’s story to their children (v. 4) 

and transferring it to the next generation (v. 6). Without fathers teaching God’s story to 

their children, the psalmist would not have learned of God’s marvelous acts for his 

people and the Lord’s commands. 

 
 

26 Donald Williams, Psalms 73-150, PCS 14 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1989), 52. 

27 Marvin E. Tate, Psalms 51-100, WBC, vol. 20 (Dallas: Word, 2002), 288-89. 

28 Williams, Psalms 73-150, 52. 

29 Tate, Psalms 51-100, 288.  
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Tell God’s Story to the Next Generation 

The psalmist emphasizes that the people of Israel must teach the Lord’s words, 

the law (v. 5), and God’s wonderful acts (v. 4) to “their descendants,” those who are “the 

next generation,” because the next generation must know God’s Torah and his marvelous 

works (v. 6) for the salvation of the Israelites. God’s people have a responsibility to their 

children to teach them the Lord’s words and his wonderful story of the salvation of his 

people. Lawson writes, 

These lessons from redemptive history must be told to the next generation so that 
the mistakes of the past will not be repeated. These divine acts involved God’s 
power, intervening miraculously to Israel’s affairs, provoking wonders in everyone. 
In giving the law, God commanded his people to teach their children, who in turn 
would tell their children (Deut. 6:6-7). Each generation should entrust God’s Word 
to the next generation, urge them to put their trust in God, and keep his commands.30  

Tate asserts that parents need to let their children know God’s Torah and his 

marvelous works in this way: “Parents are to pass on to their children the accounts of the 

great acts of Yahweh and his teaching, each generation passing on the teaching in a 

continual network.”31 Furthermore, Dianne Bergant stresses the significance of telling 

God’s wonderful acts to the next generation: “The purpose of the teaching is clearly 

stated. Lessons are to be drawn from the past. Those who hear the report are to put their 

trust in God and not, like the ancestors who actually experienced the wondrous deed, 

rebel against God (Deut 9:7, 24). In other words, the purpose of the retelling is obedience 

to the law (Torah v. 5).”32  

As the messengers of God, those who received God’s story from their fathers, 

the present generation, have a responsibility to teach their children the Lord’s marvelous 

works and his grace and share their faith with the next generation. Teaching children to 

 
 

30 Lawson, Psalms 76-150, 14-15.  

31 Tate, Psalms 51-100, 295. 

32 Dianne Bergant, Psalms 73-150, New Collegeville Bible Commentary Old Testament, vol. 
23 (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2013), 24. 
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love and obey the Lord and telling God’s story to their children is the crucial role of the 

present generation of fathers. 

Place Trust in God and Keep His 
Commands 

The psalmist gives two fundamental reasons to teach the Lord’s grace and his 

wonderous acts to the next generation: that “they would put their trust in God and would 

not forget his deeds but would keep his commands” (v. 7). Fathers must teach their 

children to know who God is and what he did for his people. In addition, Psalm 78 warns 

the present generation to obey God’s commands, unlike their ancestors who were 

stubborn and rebellious (v. 8). Asaph emphasizes that the present generation of fathers’ 

roles is to “let their children put their trust in God and obey His commands” (vv. 7-8). 

Lawson explains,  

Present generation should not be like their forefathers, who were stubborn and 
rebellious, not loyal and not faithful to him. Israel’s history has been one long, 
unbroken record of unfaithfulness to God in spite of his abundant grace and 
undeserved loving-kindness to them. They must choose to respond differently 
toward God than past generations, who proved to be faithfulness.33 

According to the psalmist’s instructions in Psalm 78, Israelites should not hide 

God’s marvelous works from their children (v. 4); instead, they should share the Lord’s 

wonderful acts and the disobedience of Israel so that God’s children may learn from 

history about the Lord’s amazing grace and his endless love. If the present generation of 

fathers do not tell their children about God’s marvelous works of salvation and his grace 

and the past failures of their forefathers, their children might grow unfaithful to the Lord, 

just as their stubborn and rebellious ancestors did (v. 8). Fathers must transfer and pass 

on God’s truth to the next generation. God demands fathers to hand down God’s works 

for his people to their children so their next generation will know to obey God’s law and 

be faithful to him in the fear of the Lord.  

 
 

33 Lawson, Psalms 76-150, 15. 
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In sum, Psalm 78:1-8 illustrates that the Lord’s intentions for the family and 

for each generation are to teach God’s story with his law (Torah) and pass it on to the 

next one. God commands fathers to share the Lord’s works with his people (v. 4), teach 

God’s Word, the Torah (v. 5), and transfer God’s wonderful story to the next generation 

(v. 6) so their children and the next generation will place their trust in the Lord and keep 

God’s commands (vv. 7-8). As the people of God, fathers must be faithful to transfer 

God’s wonderful story and his Word to their own children, so they will know about 

God’s wonderful grace and love and obey God in the fear of the Lord. They will not be 

against God like their ancestors. According to God’s commands, fathers should tell (v. 4), 

teach (v. 5), and transfer (v. 6) God’s wonderful story to their children in the home for the 

children’s blessing and eternal life (vv. 7- 8). God’s purpose for transferring his story to 

the next generation in Psalm 78 is to “set their hope in God and not forget the works of 

God, but keep his commandments” (v. 7). The father’s responsibility is letting their 

children put their trust in God, remember God’s story, and obey his commands. This is 

the father’s spiritual responsibility at home for the glory of the Lord and his kingdom. 

The spiritual trainers of the next generation, fathers, have to “teach trust in God, 

remembering what he has done, and obedience to his law”34 to their children in the home 

for the glory of God. 

Biblical Support in the New Testament 

An exegesis of Matthew 28:16-20 and Ephesians 6:1-4 encourages God’s 

design for parents to discipline their children in the way of the Lord. Moreover, 

Ephesians 4:11-13 will support that the church has a role in preparing parents to be the 

primary disciple-makers for their children to love and obey God at home. 

Matthew 28:16-20 reads, 

 
 

34 Geoffrey W. Grogan, Psalms, Two Horizons Old Testament Commentary, vol. 7 (Grand 
Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2008), 140. 
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Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 
them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus 
came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.”  

The Great Commission is the primary and last command of Jesus Christ, and it 

is God’s plan and the way of saving lost people in the fallen world by disciple-making. In 

Matthew 28, after resurrection from death, Jesus met eleven disciples at the mountain in 

Galilee (v.16-17), and then he delivered the Great Commission to his disciples (v.19-

20a). Matthew explained that eleven disciples met Jesus and worshiped him, but some 

disciples doubted in verse 17. Why were some disciples doubting Jesus? Craig Blomberg 

states that the meaning of the Greek word διστάζω (distazō), translated “doubted” in 

verse 17 refers more to “hesitation” than to “unbelief.”35 Matthew explained that some 

disciples were still hesitant to acknowledge Jesus. Donald Hagner states the reason why 

some disciples hesitated:  

It is natural to believe that the eleven disciples would have been in a state of 
hesitation and indecision. Too much had happened too fast for them to be able to 
assimilate it. They did not doubt that it was Jesus whom they saw and whom they 
gladly worshiped. If their faith was too small in measure, that was because they 
were in a state of uncertainty about what the recent events meant and what might 
happen next.36  

This kind of hesitation and indecision was also displayed in Luke 24:38. It 

seems proper that Matthew would want to show that some disciples doubted Jesus was 

risen from the dead; it was not meant to disbelieve in Jesus but to hesitate to acknowledge 

of Jesus because the marvelous event was held at front of them. 

In verse 18, Jesus appears to eleven disciples and convinces them of his 

supreme authority in heaven and on earth. Jesus already declared his sovereignty in 

 
 

35 Craig Blomberg, Matthew, NAC, vol. 22 (Nashville: B & H, 1992), 430. 
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Matthew 9:6; however this time, his authority is on a different level.37 Before giving the 

Great Commission to his disciples, Jesus wants to give big conviction of authority to his 

disciples to trust and follow his Great Commission. Even though they hesitate, Jesus 

gives the Great Commission to his disciples in verses 19-20a. 

This is a command that Jesus gave to his disciples as well as his followers to 

make disciples of everyone who obeys God’s Word. Jesus commands, “Go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (vv. 19-

20a). The making disciples of Jesus is God’s design for saving the lost through the people 

of God. Jesus directly commands his eleven disciples to make disciples of all nations in 

verse 19. Blomberg states that “the main command of Christ’s commission is ‘make 

disciples.’”38 There are three subordinate participles of “making disciples” 

(μαθητεύσατε): “going” (πορευθέντες), “baptizing” (βαπτίζοντες), and “teaching” 

(διδάσκοντες) to obey Jesus’s commands. 

The Way of Disciple-Making: Going 

Jesus commands them to “go” (πορευθέντες). This seems to mean that his 

disciples have to leave their homeland to go to “all the nations.” From the point of view 

of some people, it is right to leave homelands, go abroad to preach the gospel, and make 

disciples as Jesus showed himself to ‘go’ seek his disciples. Christ did not wait until the 

disciples came to him; instead, he “went and called” them to be his disciples (Matt 4:18-

22; Luke 5:3-11; John 1:43-44). He trained them spiritually for three years and then sent 

them to all the nations (Matt 28:19-20). More than anything else, as Jesus did, his 

disciples must “go” somewhere to find lost people, preach the gospel, and make them 

 
 

37 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew (Leicester, England: InterVarsity Press, 
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disciples of Christ. However, according to Blomberg, in this context, “Matthew 

frequently uses ‘go’ as an introductory circumstantial participle that is rightly translated 

as coordinate to the main verb—here ‘Go and make’(cf. 2:8; 9:13; 11:4; 17:27; 28:7).”39 

This means that it is not necessary to go abroad to make disciples or it does not require 

people to leave their homelands to make disciples of all nations, but “Jesus’s main focus 

remains on the task of all believers to duplicate themselves wherever they may be.”40 

Thus, this implies that the Great Commission is given not only to missionaries or 

ministers but to all believers, including parents.  

In this regard to make disciples (μαθητεύσατε), the subordinate participles in 

verse 19, namely, “baptizing” (βαπτίζοντες) and “teaching” (διδάσκοντες), are the 

imperative things in the making of disciples. Baptizing and teaching should be done for 

the making of disciples. Baptism represents the new believer becoming a member of a 

local church, and teaching demonstrates that the new disciple is being educated and 

trained in the church community to be a mature Christian, to obey God’s Word, and 

practice the Lord’s commands. 

The Way of Disciple-Making: Baptism  

First of all, the disciples of Jesus are commended to baptize the new disciples. 

For making disciples, the followers of Jesus must baptize their new disciples in the 

threefold name, the triadic formula: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (v. 19b). Hagner states 

that “baptism brings a person an existence that is fundamentally determined by, i.e., ruled 

by, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.”41 Baptism is a once-for-all, decisive initiation into 

Christian community. By baptism, the believers can be immersed into a whole new 

world; baptism represents “the identification of people with this new way of life and 
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faith. Baptism should be experienced as soon as possible, after a person trusts Christ.”42  

Baptism is the first step in becoming a member of the local church.43 Stuart Weber states, 

“Baptism is not a step to salvation. Rather, it is an initial step of obedience that results 

from a person’s decision to trust the Messiah.”44 Through baptism, a new believer can be 

a member of the church community. A new believer can start his or her faith journey 

through it. According to Ulrich Luz, baptism proves the new believers become members 

of the church community. Luz notes, “Baptism is the sign that all Christians have in 

common, the command to baptize is a confession of the whole church. To become a 

disciple is not to belong to one of Jesus’s school but to become a member of the whole 

church.”45 In respect to making disciples, baptism is not optional but essential because it 

was given by Jesus and connects with him. N. T. Wright notes, 

Baptism is not an optional extra for followers of Jesus. Jesus himself linked baptism 
to his own death; part of the meaning of baptism is to commit us, through plunging 
into water, to dying with Jesus and coming to share his new life. . . . Baptism is the 
public, physical and visible way in which someone is marked out, branded almost, 
with the holy “name.”46  

With regard to disciple-making, baptism is vital, and it must be performed to 

be a member of the church community and begin one’s faith journey with God’s family 

in Jesus Christ.  

The Way of Disciple-Making: Teaching 

Second, teaching is another significant factor for making disciples. Jesus 

commanded teaching new disciples to observe all that he told them. Matthew shows that 
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the purpose of teaching is “to obey” and “observe all that Jesus has commanded” (v. 

20a). Leon Morris emphasizes that education is quite important in the process of 

discipleship but more important is the observance of Christ’s commands. He asserts,  

The church’s teaching function is thus of great importance. We teach because Jesus 
commanded us to teach, and there is no way of diminishing the importance of an 
activity that owes its origin to the command of our Lord himself. But Jesus is not 
speaking about education for educations’ sake. He speaks of the taught as 
“observing” what Jesus has commanded. In other words, Jesus is concerned with a 
way of life . . . he continually urges his followers to live in a manner pleasing to 
God.47 

In the process of discipleship, teaching is not a temporary education but should 

keep Christ’s commands in the new disciples’ life. So, teaching proves “a perennially 

incomplete, life-ling task.”48 This means that without teaching after baptism, they cannot 

grow mature in faith to duplicate themselves in their place. John MacArthur indicates 

“continual learning and obedience” is very important factor for successful making 

disciples.49 MacArthur sums up,  

The Great Commission is a command to bring unbelievers throughout the world to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, and the term the Lord uses in this commissioning 
is make disciples. The true convert is a disciple, a person who has accepted and 
submitted himself to Jesus Christ, whatever that may mean or demand. The truly 
converted person is filled with the Holy Spirit and given a new nature that yearns to 
obey and worship the Lord who has saved him. Even when he is disobedient, he 
knows he is living against the grain of his new nature, which is to honor and please 
the Lord. He loves righteousness and hates sin, including his own.50 

Pertaining to disciple-making, teaching is essential. It must be carried out for 

making true disciples of Jesus, who keep his Word and carry out his commands to live in 

the fear of the Lord for his glory. 
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The Great Commission and 
Family Discipleship  

Matthew 28:16-20 illustrates the biblical principles of disciple-making: 

baptizing and teaching. They can be applied to parents because the Great Commission is 

to be given to every Christian who believes in Jesus as Savior and Lord. In other words, 

in a general sense, this commandment is given to every believer to preach the gospel all 

around the world and make disciples of all nations, but in a specific sense, it can refer to 

the parent-child relationship as well.  

Parents should be faithful to the principle of disciple-making according to the 

Great Commission. Christian parents can apply this standard to family discipleship at 

home because “parenting is about making disciples.”51 The Great Commission provides 

parents with the conviction of the authority of Jesus (v. 18) and God’s presence with 

them (v. 20b) for making disciples (v. 19a). As disciples of Jesus, Christian parents 

should follow his Commission and must help their children to be members of God’s 

family by baptism and teaching. In other words, through baptism, they can bring their 

children into the church community (v. 19b), and by teaching, they can help their 

children to keep the Lord’s commands so that they can grow spiritually and be mature 

Christians who can walk with God (v. 20a). The Great Commission is given to every 

believer, including parents, to seek the lost people of God through disciple-making. As 

parents, more than anything else, they must show their concern about their children’s 

salvation and eternal life through spiritual training by disciple-making according to the 

Lord’s commands. As the primary spiritual trainers of their children, parents must 

conduct family discipleship according to the Lord’s Commission. 

In sum, the Great Commission is given from the Lord to every Christian, 

including a parent, who believes in Jesus as Savior and Lord. The Great Commission is 
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about disciple making.52 Disciple-making includes baptizing others and teaching them to 

obey all that Christ commanded. As believers in Jesus, parents should make disciples of 

their children to believe in and obey his commands as well. For the Great Commission, 

parents should proclaim the gospel to their children, teach them with God’s Word, and 

train them to carry out the Great Commission for “seeking the lost people,”53 living in 

Christlikeness, and walking with Jesus for his glory. Therefore, as followers of Jesus, 

Christian parents must do their best to execute the Great Commission in the context of 

their home for their children, along with reaching out to the world for the lost people 

those whom God really wants to be saved.54 Paul wrote, “Children, obey your parents in 

the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother’ (this is the first commandment 

with a promise), ‘that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the 

land.’ Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline 

and instruction of the Lord” (Eph 6:1-4). 

The apostle Paul addresses the family relationships between wife and husband, 

and between parents and children in Ephesians 5:22-6:4 and in Colossians 3:18-21. 

Specifically, Paul presents instructions to parents and children through Ephesians 6:1-4 

and Colossians 3:20-21. Ephesians 6:4 and Colossians 3:21 show instructions to parents 

and children in very similar structure and content.  

In Ephesians 6:1-4, Paul describes children’s role in the family relationship at 

home. Children are commanded to obey both parents in verse 1 and to honor their father 

and mother in verse 2. The result of obedience and honor to their parents is that children 

will be given prosperous lives according to God’s promise (v. 3). Paul provides lessons to 
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children to obey their parents for abundant lives (v. 3) in the Lord, while parents instruct 

and admonish them with God’s Word (v. 4). 

Fathers held unlimited power and authority in the ancient Roman society. They 

may have even killed their children when they disobeyed their parents. According to 

Harold Hoehner, fathers had powerful authority over their children and wives in Roman 

society in those contemporary days. He remarks, 

Israel followed the patriarchal structure with the father having absolute control over 
his children, even over his married sons and their wives if they lived with him. He 
could stone his brother, son, daughter, or wife if they enticed him to serve other 
gods (Deut 13:6-11). He was able to sell his daughter into slavery (Exod 21:7), and 
he and his wife could have their persistently rebellious son stoned (Deut 21:18-
21).55  

However, unlike secular Roman society, Paul instructs Christian fathers to 

gently handle their children in the training and admonition of the Lord. This is the 

difference between the Christian family and the secular family in those days in Roman 

society.56 Paul clearly demonstrates that God gives parents, especially fathers, the 

primary responsibility for leading their children in the ways of the Lord. Andrew Lincoln 

states, 

Fathers are made responsible for ensuring that they do not provoke anger in their 
children. This involves avoiding attitudes, words, and actions which would drive a 
child to angry exasperation or resentment and thus rules out excessively severe 
discipline, unreasonably harsh demands, abuse of authority, arbitrariness, 
unfairness, constant nagging and condemnation, subjecting a child to humiliation, 
and all forms of gross insensitivity to a child’s needs and sensibilities.57  

In the fourth verse, Paul addresses only the father, not both mother and father. 

According to Hoehner, “It could be that both the father and mother are in view, but in 
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light of the hierarchical structure, the father is responsible for his whole family.”58 Paul 

plainly addresses that the fathers should have responsibility for raising their children 

within the structure of the hierarchical family.59 Both mother and father must ensure 

responsibility for family discipleship of their children, but Paul emphasizes that the father 

is to be responsible for his entire family as a leader of the home in verse 4. 

Handle Children in the Honor of Jesus 

In verse 4, the apostle Paul addresses fathers and furnishes them both negative 

and positive instruction. First of all, fathers must not “provoke their children to anger.” 

Christian fathers must employ the authority that was given to them from God, not human 

authority. Paul instructs clearly that fathers do not provoke their children in the Christian 

family. He exhorts that fathers do not make their children angry. In other words, fathers 

should not exasperate their children. In Colossians 3, Paul also uses the same pattern of 

instruction to fathers: “Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the 

Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged” (Col 3:20-

21). Specifically, in verse 21, Paul adds the reason why fathers must not provoke their 

children because “lest they become discouraged.” Paul explains that fathers do not make 

their children angry because they will become discouraged.  

Christian parents, mainly fathers, should not exert excessive human authority 

over their children. Instead, they should handle their children in the way of God’s love.  

Peter O’Brien comments, 

Within the family, fathers are urged to avoid those attitudes, words, and actions 
which would provoke their children to anger (has the “your” been inserted to remind 
fathers that the children belong to them?). Effectively, the apostle is ruling out 
excessively severe discipline, unreasonably harsh demands, abuse of authority, 
arbitrariness, unfairness, constant nagging and condemnation, subjecting a child to 
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humiliation, and all forms of gross insensitivity to a child’s, needs and 
sensibilities.60 

In addition, Allen Verhey and Joseph Harvard demonstrate that Christian 

parents must use a gentle attitude for raising their children, instead of human authority. 

They comment, “Fathers should not run roughshod and tyrannically over those capacities. 

Rather, they should nurture those capacities. That is what Ephesians goes on to say to 

fathers, ‘bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord’ (6:4).”61 According 

to Paul’s exhortation, again, Christian parents should not utilize human authority over 

their children in the ways of unreasonable demands and unfairness. Rather, they must 

handle them “in a way of that honors the Lord.”62 

Teach Children with God’s Words 

Second, fathers should be on the positive side to “bring them up in the 

discipline and instruction of the Lord” (v. 4). Paul commands fathers to bring up their 

children. The word “bring them up” (ἐκτρέφετε) is used in Ephesians 5:29 for the duty of 

husband to nourish his wife, too. It means “providing,” “nourishing” (ESV), or “feeding” 

(NIV).63 Paul illustrates that parents, specifically fathers, have an obligation to nourish 

their children. The word “discipline” (παιδείᾳ) is interpreted as “training.” The same 

word appears in Ephesians 6:4, 2 Timothy 3:16, and Hebrews 12:5, 7, 8, 11. Paul exhorts 

that parents must rear up their children in “the instruction of the Lord.” The word 

“instruction” (νουθεσίᾳ) is translated as “admonition, instruction, warning.” According 

to Clinton Arnold, “Instruction was commonly used in the Graeco-Roman world for the 

training of children, which is consistent with the fact that it is formed on the basis of the 
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word for ‘child.’ In fact, the common words for ‘tutor’ and ‘educator’ are cognates of this 

term.”64 Paul focuses on God’s discipline and instruction in the fourth verse. 

Robert Jamieson mentions that “of the Lord” in verse 4 means “such as the 

Lord approves, and by His Spirit dictates.”65 The Christian family must utilize the way of 

teaching for their children that was given by God. It must come from the Lord. The 

“instruction of the Lord” means God’s Word. Christian parents should train their children 

to know and obey Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, not merely to obey their parents 

because of human authority. 

O’Brien sums up the phrase of Ephesians 6:4: 

This training and admonition which fathers are to give is further described as “of the 
Lord.” The phrase could be understood as a subjective genitive, indicating that 
behind those who teach and discipline their children stands the Lord himself. 
Ultimately, the concern of parents is not simply that their sons and daughters will be 
obedient to their authority, but that through this godly training and admonition their 
children will come to know and obey the Lord himself.66 

Arnold demonstrates that fathers have an imperative role to train their children 

in spiritual and religious education at home. He comments, “Fathers are ultimately 

responsible for their children’s spiritual and religious education.”67 Therefore, as the 

primary people in charge of the spiritual training of their children, fathers must nurture, 

discipline, and instruct, and encourage their children in the way of the Lord. This is the 

parents’ mission for their entire lives. Aa s family leader, “The father must be fair, 

loving, and consistent in attitude toward his child.”68 
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In summary, Ephesians 6 illustrates that God gives parents the primary 

responsibility for raising their children in the discipline and instruction in the way of 

honoring the Lord. As leaders of the family, parents, especially fathers, must do their best 

for training their children to trust God and obey his Word for their abundant lives and for 

the Lord’s glory.  

As Paul said to the Ephesians, 

He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he 
might fill all things. And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. (Eph 4:10-16) 

Ephesians 4:10-16 show that the Lord gives the church leaders the primary 

responsibility to equip the people of God for building up the church. In the twelfth verse, 

Paul describes the gifted people given to the church to prepare believers for the work of 

the ministry to edify the body of Christ.69 Paul declares that the church leaders’ major 

role is preparing saints for the work of ministry and to augment the body of Christ, the 

church. Ephesians 4:11-12 reads, “And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 

building up the body of Christ.” “To equip” (καταρτισμός, katartismos) means complete 

furnishing, perfecting (ASV, KJV, ERV), preparing (NIV), equipping (ESV, NAB, NAS, 

NAU, NLT). The chief role of church leaders is readying the people of God for the work 

of ministry. Through their ministries, the church will increase for God’s glory. Christian 

parents are members of the body of Christ. Consequently, parents also belong to “the 
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saints.” Church leaders must equip parents for the work of ministry, particularly for 

training their children to live gospel-centered lives for the glory of God.70 

Paul says that “until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 

of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 

Christ” (v. 13). In the thirteenth verse, Paul exhorts the purpose of equipping God’s 

people is building up the body of Christ in the unity of faith and knowledge of Jesus so 

the members of the whole church might grow into the maturity of Christlikeness. In 

Ephesians 4, Paul emphasizes the ultimate purpose of equipping the people of God by 

church leaders is becoming Christlike (v. 13). 

Arnold describes church leaders’ role in this way: “Christ has given gifted 

leaders to the church not merely to do the ministry, but to invest their time heavily in 

developing and preparing fellow believers to engage in ministry to the body. The model 

Paul presents is therefore one of mutual service in the community and not one of 

professionals serving a group of consumers.”71 Church leaders must invest their time to 

prepare the people of God. The Lord has church leaders ready fellow Christians to serve 

in ministry for building up the body of Christ and becoming mature Christlike Christians. 

Arnold stresses that the church, as the body of Christ, must become mature like 

Jesus Christ. He notes,  

The Christian community is essential for growth to maturity because Christ has 
sovereignly endowed every individual with special abilities to minister to all the 
other members. It is the responsibility of the divinely gifted leaders to equip the 
members for a life of mutual service. The goal of ministry is to help all believers 
grow in a knowledge of Christ and of the core doctrines of the faith, to mature to a 
greater Christlikeness, and to manifest love for one another in the life of the 
community.72 
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However, it is important to note that while the church’s primary responsibility 

is to equip the people of God for building up the church, parents have the primary 

responsibility for family discipleship because God has given the principal role to parents, 

not the church ministers, to raise their children according to the biblical instructions of 

the Lord. Robert Wilkin states, “The father is to provide instruction and encouragement. 

Much as a coach trains athletes, the father is to train his children in the truths and 

principles of God’s Word. This responsibility for the early training of children is given 

not to the local church but to fathers.”73 

Yet, church leaders and parents must cooperate for family ministry to make 

disciples of their children to love and obey God. This is the mission of both church 

leaders and parents for the glory of the Lord. Throughout the Bible, God directs leaders 

of Israel—such as Moses, Asaph, and the apostle Paul—to equip parents as the principal 

disciple-makers of their children so that parents can raise their children in the fear of the 

Lord. The church is responsible for readying parents to become spiritual leaders at home  

and chief disciple-makers for their children to live for loving the Lord and others.  

Therefore, the church should prepare parents as primary disciple-makers in 

their children’s lives.74 At the same time, parents are required to model for their children 

a gospel-centered life in the fear of the Lord through family discipleship. This is the God-

given mission for parents to work for the kingdom of God. Parents should never 

relinquish family discipleship but get ready and be willing to work for God’s glory.  

Conclusion  

This chapter provides biblical and theological support for parents’ principal 

responsibility for family discipleship of their children in the home.  
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First, Deuteronomy 6:4-9 shows that God gives parents the primary role for 

family discipleship of their children to live in the fear of the Lord. Both mother and father 

should teach and talk with their children diligently about the Shema. God is the only one, 

true God, and they should love the Lord with all their heart, all their soul, and all their 

strength while they sit at home, walk by the way, lie down, and rise up in the morning, so 

as to memorize God’s Words repeatedly. Jesus Christ affirmed the Shema in the New 

Testament and proclaimed that the Shema is the foremost command for parents to lead 

their children to obey and love the Lord. Parents should train their children, so that they 

know and love God more than anything else, and worship him alone. 

Second, Psalm 78:1-8 demonstrates that parents, specifically fathers, have a 

responsibility to transfer the faith to their children and the next generation. Parents should 

teach God’s works for his people and pass down God’s wonderful story to the next 

generation, so their children and the future generation will place their trust in the Lord 

and keep God’s commands. Parents should not hide God’s marvelous works from their 

children. Instead, they must share God’s wonderful acts and the disobedience of Israel 

that God’s children may learn from history about the Lord’s amazing grace and his 

endless love. Parents’ main responsibility for family discipleship of their children is that 

they will know about God’s wonderful grace and love and obey and love God in the fear 

of the Lord. They will not be against God like their ancestors’ stubborn and rebellious 

generation. 

Third, Matthew 28:16-20 demonstrates that Jesus commanded his followers to 

make disciples of everyone to obey God’s Word. This Great Commission is to be given 

to every Christian who believes in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Furthermore, parents, 

as followers of Jesus, are given the Great Commission to make disciples of their children 

to believe in and follow Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord. Christian parents must 

raise their children to love and obey God through family discipleship at home, in the way 

of the Lord with God’s Word by the Holy Spirit. Parents, particularly fathers, must be 
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equipped to be the main disciple-makers of their children to trust and obey God for his 

kingdom and his glory. 

Fourth, Ephesians 6:1-4 illustrates that parents should not discourage their 

children, but rather encourage them to honor and obey their parents. Parents must not 

employ excessive human authority over their children. Instead, they should handle their 

children in the way of God’s love. Parents, specifically fathers, must do their best in 

training their children to trust God and obey God’s Word for abundant lives and for the 

Lord’s glory. Parents have the chief responsibility for raising their children in the 

discipline and instruction in the way of honoring the Lord. As the head of home, the 

father must be fair, loving, and consistent in attitude toward his child. As the primary 

people in charge of spiritual training for their children, fathers must nurture, discipline, 

instruct, and encourage their children in honor of Jesus. 

Finally, Ephesians 4:11-16 shows that the church is responsible for readying 

parents to become home spiritual leaders as primary disciple-makers for children to live 

for loving the Lord and others. The church should prepare parents as primary disciple-

makers in their children’s lives. Parents are required to show their children a gospel-

centered life in the fear of the Lord through family discipleship. The church leaders and 

parents must be coworkers for family ministry to make disciples of their children to love 

and obey God. 
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CHAPTER 3 

HISTORICAL AND PRACTICAL SUPPORT FOR 
FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

Introduction 

God commanded parents to train children to love and obey God in the fear of 

the Lord. Parents who want to be disciple-makers of their children should realize that 

spiritual training of their kids is not an option, but a necessity for being faithful Christian 

parents before God because it is Christian parents’ mission and obligation for the 

kingdom of God and his glory (Deut 6:4-9; Ps 78:1-8; Matt 28:19-20; Eph 6:4). Timothy 

Paul Jones defines the term discipleship in this way: “A personal and intentional process 

in which one or more Christians guide unbelievers to embrace and apply the gospel in 

every part of their lives. Discipleship is a process that includes personal profession of 

faith in Jesus Christ, as he has been revealed to us in Scripture.”1 Therefore, family 

discipleship is not just a one-time event or temporary teaching; it is a process with the 

Holy Spirit for the improvement of children’s spiritual growth to live gospel-centered 

lives.  

This chapter demonstrates that the church has prepared parents for family 

discipleship historically with current issues of family ministry with three models: family-

based, family-integrated, and family-equipping approaches to ready parents for family 

discipleship. 
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Survey of Family Discipleship in Christian History 

Church history demonstrates that the church and Christian homes have 

cooperated for the spiritual development of children by family discipleship and have 

attained the current church family ministry. 

Perspectives on the Christian Family in 
the Early Church Fathers 

Clement of Rome, bishop of the early Christian church at Rome, was the third 

successor of Peter, after Linus and Anacletus.2 The apostle Paul mentioned his name as a 

coworker for preaching the gospel in Philippians 4:3. During his episcopate, Clement of 

Rome wrote the letter, “The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians.” In his letter, 

Clement emphasized the Christian fathers’ spiritual responsibility for instructing their 

family members to obey and live in the fear of the Lord:  

The young you trained to habits of self-restraint and sedateness. The wives you 
enjoined to discharge all their duties with a conscience pure and undefiled, and to 
cherish a dutiful affection for their husbands; you taught them also to stay within the 
established norm of obedience in managing the household with decency and 
consummate prudence.3 

Clement demonstrated that fathers’ religious duty for their children is to let 

them know of a God-centered life with a humble mind and loving God’s way for holy 

lives in the fear of the Lord through family discipleship: “Our children must have their 

share of a Christian upbringing; they must learn how effective with the Lord is a humble 

frame of mind, what holy love can accomplish with God, how honorable and excellent is 

the fear to lead holy lives, with a conscience undefiled.”4 From Clement’s perspective, 
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fathers possess a religious responsibility for their households to know God’s love and his 

grace in the fear of God to live in the way of the Lord. 

Polycarp of Smyrna (AD 69-155) was the most crucial Christian leader in Asia 

Minor during the initial half of the second century CE. He was bishop of Smyrna and 

died a martyr’s death for his refusal to deny Christ and sacrifice to the emperor.5 Polycarp 

wrote “The Epistle to the Philippians.” In his letter, Polycarp indicated that a father’s 

duty for his family is to instruct his wife and children to have sincere faith, love, and 

mercy and to live in honor of the Lord in this way: “Furthermore, also [teach] your wives 

in the faith given to them, and in love and purity, cherishing their own husbands with all 

veracity and loving all equally with all self-control, and to teach their children the 

instruction of the fear of God.”6 From Polycarp’s viewpoint, Christian fathers should 

instruct their wives and children to know God’s love and grace and teach them God’s 

Word to live in the fear of the Lord. 

Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430), known as Saint Augustine, was bishop of 

Hippo Regius in Numidia, Roman North Africa. In his book, The Confessions, Augustine 

described in detail about his mother’s sincere parenting for his salvation and spiritual 

advancement. He stated,  

Indeed she was confident that you would grant the rest because you had promised 
the whole. With perfect peace and a heart full of assurance, she replied to me that 
she believed in Christ, that before she left this life she would see me a faithful 
Catholic. This much she said to me. But to you, fountain of mercies, she poured out 
more and more prayers and tears, for you to speed your aid, and lighten my 
darkness. She would rush more eagerly to church, and hang on Ambrose’s words as 
if they were “a fountain of water springing up to life eternal.” She loved that man as 
if he were an angel of God, because she had heard that it was through him I had 
meanwhile been brought to my state of doubtful sickness into health, with some 
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sharper danger intervening, the “critical climax,” as the doctors say. Of this she felt 
sure.7  

According to his testimony, Augustine remembered that his mother, Monica, 

was raised by Christian parents with the help of a wise maidservant. Even though her 

husband was not yet a Christian, “Monica had Augustine signed with the cross and 

rubbed with salt at birth.”8 Even though Augustine became a follower of Manichaeism, 

Monica never gave up her son’s soul and weeping for him. Monica had a dream that “the 

Lord had assured her of her son’s eventual salvation, she shared this dream with 

Augustine,” but Augustine did not believe his mother’s dream. After meeting with 

Ambrose in Milan, eventually, Augustine was converted. Although Augustine never 

mentioned that his mother offered formal instruction like the Apostle’s Creed or the 

Lord’s Prayer, or even read God’s Word for her son in the Christian faith, her influence 

upon his spiritual life is undeniable.9 Monica’s sincere prayers and confidence in God’s 

sovereignty affected Augustin’s pilgrimage to faith.10 When Augustine was teaching on 

marriage as a pastor of the church in Hippo, he very openly stressed the crucial role of 

parents to disciple their children.11  

From the perspective of Augustine, the purpose of marriage is to produce 

children and teach them the fear of the Lord. Augustine acknowledged that spiritual 

discipline at home is quite important in the Christian life, and he emphasized family 

discipleship at home. C. Michael Wren Jr. contended that “Augustine’s understanding of 

the importance of the parents’ role in training children is further underscored by a treatise 
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that he wrote to provide encouragement to a widow whose daughter had decided to 

remain a virgin for life.”12 Augustine emphasized that Christian parents’ role is to instruct 

their children to love and obey the Lord at home.  

Perspectives on the Christian Family in 
the Reformers  

Jeffrey Robinson delineates that the Reformers and Puritans contributed to 

Christian training at home by family worship and discipleship in this way: “The 

Reformers, particularly Luther and Calvin, developed a robust vision for Christian 

training in the household and called parents to disciple their children. The Puritans in 

England and America cultivated this Reformation vision and brought it to its fullest 

flower in the form of consistent family worship and discipleship.”13  

Martin Luther (1483-1546) was a German theologian and religious reformer, 

who was the catalyst of the sixteenth-century Protestant Reformation. Luther recognized 

that the purpose of marriage is to raise godly offspring.14 He acknowledged that the 

household is to operate as “an earthly kingdom,” in which parents train children in the 

commandments of God.15 According to Luther, 

Marriage is not a thing of nature but a gift of God, the sweetest, the dearest, and the 
purest life above all celibacy and singleness, when it turns out well, though the very 
devil if it does not . . . If then these three remain—fidelity and faith, children and 
progeny, and the sacrament—it is to be considered to be wholly divine and blessed 
estate . . . One should not regard any estate as better in the sight of God than the 
estate of marriage.16 
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Luther felt that the best aspect of glorifying the Lord is saving God’s people, especially 

children at home through training. He observed, “The best thing in married life, for the 

sake of which everything ought to be suffered and done, is the fact that God gives 

children and commands us to bring them up to serve him. To do this is the noblest and 

most precious work on earth, because nothing may be done which pleases God more than 

saving souls.”17 From the view of Luther, the basic purpose of marriage was to raise 

God’s offspring.18 Luther stressed fathers must lead the entire household in regular, 

substantive training in the Christian faith: “It is the duty of every head of a household at 

least once a week to examine the children and servants one after the other to ascertain 

what they know or have learned of it, and, if they do not know it, to keep them faithfully 

at it.”19 As a Reformer, Luther realized and emphasized parents’ responsibility for family 

discipleship of their children at home to save God’s offspring for God’s glory.  

John Calvin (1509-1564) was a French theologian, pastor, and Reformer in 

Geneva during the Protestant Reformation. When compared with Martin Luther, John 

Calvin did not have the privilege of raising children from infancy to adulthood. However, 

when it comes to his two catechisms for the regulation of the church in Geneva and his 

promotion of education in the establishment of Geneva Academy, these catechisms 

provide that “he was deeply concerned about the education of children.”20 Calvin 

regarded that “children were simultaneously objects of God’s wrath and heirs of God’s 

covenant.”21 He acknowledged that as heirs of the covenant, infants of believing parents 
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were to be baptized into church membership.22 For this reason, John Calvin emphasized, 

“Parents—and particularly fathers—were responsible to train these children toward 

godliness.”23 In his commentaries, Calvin also emphasized fathers’ duty for the discipline 

of children in this way: “Constant conversation should be held . . . with their children, in 

order that fathers should diligently attend and apply themselves to the duty of 

instruction.”24 

In addition, Calvin demonstrated that the church has a responsibility to equip 

parents and to partner with the family in children’s instruction because parents did not 

stand alone in the discipline of their children at home.25 Calvin noted,  

It has ever been the practice of the Church, and one carefully attended to, to see that 
children should be duly instructed in the Christian religion. That this might be done 
more conveniently, not only were schools opened in old time, and individuals 
enjoined properly to teach their families, but it was a received public custom and 
practice, to question children in the churches.26  

As reformers, Luther and Calvin advanced a vision for Christian spiritual 

training at home and called fathers to make disciples of their children to love and obey 

the Lord. They furnished clear theological foundations for discipleship in the context of 

the Christian family.27  

Perspectives on the Christian Family in 
the Puritans 

In his book, Building a Godly Home: A Holy Vision for Family Life, William 

Gouge (1575-1653), English Puritan pastor, presents the parents’ duty toward their 
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children. According to Gouge, parents’ duties for their children, who were given by God, 

are to provoke and nurture them, seek the good of their children, fix precepts in their 

children’s minds, add teaching to discipline, and teach their children the fear of God.28 

Gouge points out that parents’ duties for their children are more important than are 

church ministers because “minsters ought to be more earnest in urging parents to perform 

their duty, because they are under no such power and authority as children are. Fear of 

parents’ authority keeps children much in awe.”29 Parents possess an authority, which 

was given from God, to discipline their children to love and obey the Lord in the fear of 

God. Gouge additionally warns that parents must do their best for the family discipline of 

their children because God will hold parents highly accountable for their duty: “If you are 

careless of your duty, how can you expect duty at their hands? No, if by your bad 

example they have been made negligent, their blood shall be required at your hands.”30 

Gouge describes in more detail the duty of parents for the spiritual discipline of their 

children through an explanation of Ephesians 6:4. Gouge emphasizes that “parents must 

especially teach their children their duty to God. ‘Come, ye children,’ says the psalmist, 

‘hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord’ (Ps 34:11).”31  

In his book, Gouge offers wise and practical advice to both children and 

parents about how to relate to one another with love and honor. Gouge explains how a 

household of affectionate authority provides for children and prepares them to live as 

God’s servants in the world. Gouge furnishes the general duty of parents for children: 

“faithful prayer to God and upright walking with God,” and the particular duty of parents 
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to children: “provident care.”32 Provident care means “meeting immediate need and 

preparing for future needs.”33 Provident care is extremely important to children because 

“this covers the infancy of children, their youth, the time of their being sent out into the 

world, and the rest of life to the time of parents departing out of this world.”34 From the 

perspective of Gouge, it is very clear that the parents have a responsibility for training 

and teaching their children to walk with and live for the glory of God. For a parent, 

family discipleship is an authority and a charge for the kingdom of God and his glory. 

Richard Baxter (1615-1691) was one of the English Puritan church pastors. He 

focused on equipping parents to lead family worship and discipline their children to teach 

and obey God’s way in honor of the Lord. In his Christian Directory (1673), Baxter 

stressed the father’s responsibility for family worship in their households. If Israelites, as 

worshipers, sacrificed twice a day, in the morning and evening, and were commanded to 

learn God’s way in the family, then believers, as followers of Jesus Christ, had an even 

greater responsibility to give the Lord a sacrifice of praise daily at home.35  

Baxter presented the duties of parents for their children with quite a deep 

concern for their salvation in his Christian Directory.36 Baxter told fathers to “consider 

how deeply nature itself engages you to the greatest care and diligence for the holy 

education of your children.”37 Baxter believed that fathers have an authority to handle all 

their household and a duty for teaching them God’s way in honor of the Lord: 
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They have an everlasting inheritance of happiness to attain, and it is that for which 
you must bring them up. They have an endless misery to escape, and it is that which 
you must diligently teach them. If you do not teach them to escape the flames of 
hell, what thanks do they owe you for teaching them to speak and do? If you do not 
teach them the way to heaven and how they may make sure of their salvation, what 
thanks do they owe you for teaching them how to get their living a little while in a 
miserable world? If you do not teach them to know God and how to serve him and 
be saved, you teach them nothing, or worse than nothing. It is in your hands to do 
them the greatest kindness or cruelty in all the world. Therefore, help them to know 
God and to be saved, and you do more for them than if you helped them to be lords 
or princes.38 

Baxter emphasized that a father’s duty is bigger than the church’s responsibility for the 

discipline of Christian families because the Lord directly demanded fathers to teach 

God’s way to their children first, and then the church helps the family by equipping 

parents for instruction. Baxter points out, 

If at least masters of families, by such helps, diligently used, will keep up 
knowledge and religion in their houses, it is not public failings in ministers, nor the 
want of what is desirable in the assemblies, that will root out religion from the land: 
but if the faithful prove few, they must be content with their personal comforts and 
rewards; there is nothing amiss in the heavenly society, and the world which we are 
entering into. Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen.39  

Baxter demonstrated that parents should teach catechism to their household at home, too. 

Robinson maintains that “Baxter visited regularly the homes of his entire congregants to 

make certain that they were learning the catechism.”40 Baxter explained the catechism of 

families in The Reformed Pastor in more detail.41 For the family catechism, Baxter 

explains in detail the way fathers lead their family to teach catechism at home:  

For masters of families, who should endeavour to raise their children and servants to 
a good degree of knowledge. I have divided it into short chapters, that on the Lord’s 
days, or at nights, when they have leisure, the master may read to them one chapter 

 
 

38 Baxter, The Godly Home, 116. 

39 Richard Baxter, The Practical Works of Richard Baxter, vol. 4, The Reformed Pastor 
(Morgan, PA: Soli Deo Gloria, 2000), 67.  

40 Robinson, “The Home Is an Earthly Kingdom,” 122. 

41 Baxter, The Reformed Pastor, 65-68. 



   

47 

at a time, that is, the exposition of one article of the creed, one petition of the Lord’s 
prayer, and one commandment expounded.42  

From the viewpoint of Baxter, family discipleship by parents is the duty the Lord gave, 

and they should comply with it for their children’s salvation and God’s glory.  

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758) was the most noteworthy Puritan church pastor 

and theologian in America. Edwards’s view for a Christian family is “a little church and 

commonwealth by itself,” and “the head of the family has more advantage in his little 

community to promote religion than ministers have in the congregation.”43 Calvinistic 

theology formed Edwards’s framework for family ministry.44 Through his sermon, 

Edwards showed his perspective on the Christian family. He believed that the Lord 

utilizes fathers for a genuine revival of a Christian family for the kingdom of God and his 

glory. Edwards emphasized that the Lord renovates the hearts of fathers and transforms 

households by the grace of God.45 Edwards asserted, “After a dead time in religion, ’tis 

very requisite that religion should revive in heads of families and those that have the care 

of children, in order to a people’s being fitted for so great a privilege as to have God 

remarkably dwelling among them.”46 Like most Puritan perspectives, Edwards also 

proclaimed the importance of fathers’ responsibility for Christian family discipleship in 

certain tasks and purposes for the Christian family for spiritual growth and to obey and 

follow God.   

In his sermon, “The Importance of Revival among Heads of Families,” 

Edwards instructed in detail how the heads of families, fathers, lead households in 
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spiritual discipline. He warned fathers to disciple their children faithfully unless “you will 

be cruel to your children’s souls, as the words of the text seem to imply.”47 In family 

discipleship, Edwards instructed fathers to teach God’s Word to their children with 

respect to them in the way to honor the Lord. He bestowed some directions for household 

spiritual teaching, like, “Be very assiduous in instructing the principle means of grace, 

mix instruction with counsels, never think you set out their misery too much, strict 

government, earnest prayer.”48  

Edwards encouraged fathers to perform family worship and Christian 

education with their households and children. He directly communicated with the 

children of the church and instructed them to remember God’s Word during every middle 

of the summer. In his article, “The Little Church: Raising a Spiritual Family with 

Jonathan Edwards,” Peter Beck described the perspective of Jonathan Edwards about 

family discipleship. Edwards regarded the parent as a pastor, evangelist, and shepherd in 

the Christian home, and he perceived the family as the “little church.” Edwards attested, 

“Every Christian family ought to be as it is a little church, consecrated to Christ, and 

wholly influenced and governed by his rules.”49 Edwards was willing to gather the church 

children in age-organized groups to teach the catechisms that they were learning in their 

homes, along with the messages that they heard on Sundays.  

From the viewpoint of Edwards about the Christian family, he thought that 

family is a “little church.” For that reason, Edwards proclaimed that as the head of a 

family, fathers should be a pastor, evangelist, and shepherd of their “little church” 
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members—the family and the household.50 As a Puritan pastor and father of his family, 

Edwards had a clear understanding of the Christian family. As the heads of the family, 

parents should conduct family worship and Christian education, teaching catechism with 

their children for the household’s spiritual growth and salvation for the kingdom of the 

Lord and his glory in the end. 

In his book, Family Matters: The Role of Christianity in the Formation of the 

Western Family, Anthony J. Guerra delineated Puritans’ perspective for family and 

marriage in the world in this way, “Puritans conceived of the family as the original 

church and state. Within a family, its members would learn all that is needed for rightful 

participation in the world economically, socially, and religiously.”51 The Puritans 

considered that parents’ role is to train their children as God’s people to be workers for 

the kingdom of God and his glory. Robinson holds that general Puritan thought was the 

domestic calling of men and included marriage and child-rearing. A key task of the 

special calling in the family was “the training of children to love and to obey God.”52 

This is the Puritan view about fathers’ role in the family as God’s people.  

The Puritan perspective for family discipleship is that parents have a 

responsibility for teaching their children in the way of the Lord according to Scripture. 

Puritans believed every household was to be “a household of faith; every father a priest in 

his own family. It is no small mercy to be the parents of a godly seed.”53 Basically, 

Puritans felt that “Puritan fathers were expected to lead their families in prayers twice 

each day and to expound the catechism and a Scripture text with their families every 
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Lord’s Day.”54 Robinson summarizes that the pattern of family discipleship “formed the 

paradigm for weekday worship in the home; the father led, typically both morning and 

evening, in devotional exercises that would consist in scripture reading, catechesis, 

singing, and prayer. In the event that the husband was unavailable to lead family worship, 

the wife did so.”55  

From the early church fathers to Puritans, church history shows the Christian 

family has implemented family discipleship through family worship and family education 

by the parental heads of families, especially fathers, for their children’s spiritual growth 

and salvation and to live in the fear of Lord for the kingdom of God and his glory. 

Moreover, the churches continually have assisted with family discipleship by equipping 

parents to be disciple-makers of their children. From the early fathers to Puritans, 

Christian history testified that family discipleship continued at home, through family 

worship and Christian education, with catechism by parents to instruct their children to 

love and obey and to live in the fear of the Lord. The churches have been equipped and 

helped parents to be disciple-makers of their children at home. The spirit of family 

discipleship has been still employed in Christian homes by faithful parents until now. The 

churches have been readying parents to be disciple-makers of their children by furnishing 

family-training sources and pieces of advice as did the early church fathers through the 

Puritan church. 

The Age-Segmented-Programmatic 
Ministry for Sunday Church 
Ministry 

From 1674 to the modern generation, numerous churches have been managed 

by age-segmented program for family and youth ministry. This kind of style for youth 

ministry is easy to set up for the Sunday-school system and simple to understand for 
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church youth ministry. Robinson remarks that age-organized gatherings began in 1674 in 

New England. He quotes,  

In 1674 a resident of Roxbury Massachusetts, recalled the restoration of his 
church’s “primitive practice” of training up . . . male youth” by gathering them on 
Sundays to “examine their remembrance” of the sermon and to hear them recite 
portions of the catechism. Female youth gathered for a similar meeting on Monday. 
Church records from Norwich, Connecticut, in 1675 and from Plymouth in 1694 
suggest that such practices may have been widespread in New England.56 

The goal of age-organized gathering—in other words, the age-segmented-

programmatic ministry—seems to have been “to reinforce young people’s relationship 

with the larger community of faith—not to separate young people from the 

congregation.”57 Timothy Paul Jones summarizes that “ministries are organized in 

separate ‘silos,’ with little consistent intergenerational interaction. ‘Family ministry,’ 

when it exists, is one more program. The program may provide training, intervention, or 

activities for families. In scheduling programs, churches may deliberately seek to be 

sensitive to family’s needs and schedules.”58  

However, many church ministers realize that age-segregated ministry has some 

limitations for family ministry due to the spiritual gap between the parents and children. 

The parents’ generation does not communicate with their children with spiritual 

discipleship because Sunday school ministers usually assume the spiritual training role—

not the parents. For this reason, this ministry style is not enough for family discipleship.  

Contemporary Practical Models for Family Ministry 

In modern literature, three models are shown to prepare parents for family 

discipleship. The three special models for family ministry in the recent century in 
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America are the family-based ministry model, family-integrated ministry model, and 

family-equipping ministry model. Prior to embarking on family ministry, most churches 

have pursued age-segmented-programmatic ministry for family members.  

The Family-Based Model for Family 
Ministry  

The first model for family ministry is the family-based model. This model 

merges “a comprehensive-coordinative vision for parents with the segmented-

programmatic perspective that remains prevalent in many contemporary churches.”59 No 

radical changes exist in the church’s internal structure in the family-based ministry 

model. This model focuses on “the biblical mandate for the church to partner with parents 

and build into the spiritual life of kids together.”60 A special characteristic of this model is 

to keep the church’s programmatic structure and concentrate on partnership with the 

family. Pioneers in the family-based model for family ministry, Jim Burns and Mike 

DeVries, explain the family-based model: 

Family-based youth ministry is about changing how we view the work of youth 
ministry. We should never underestimate the power of parents in the spiritual 
formation of their children. If spiritual formation is the key—and we believe it is—
parents are too valuable to leave out of the equation. We need to bring parents into 
the circumstances and situations of their children, affirming and helping to 
reestablish parental roles in the spiritual formation of our students.61 

DeVries indicates two key priorities for the family-based model: creating and 

maintaining. Devries asserts that churches should encourage the parents to become 

involved in the family discipleship of their children, and the churches must equip the 

extended family of the church, so that the generations establish good relationships with 
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one another.62 While family-based churches keep the church’s programmatic structure, 

they continually add new activities and create additional opportunities to grow the 

generations into one another. In the process of this approach, the churches pursue parents 

to become actively involved in Christian formation in their families.63 Jim Burns 

especially emphasizes the role of parents to be spiritual leaders of a family: “Family-

based youth ministry is about bringing parents back into their spiritual-leadership roles to 

influence their children in positive ways.”64 In the family-based youth ministry, the 

church’s leadership calls for parents’ participation in church ministry and stresses the 

parents’ spiritual leadership for their households to grow toward maturity in Christ.  

In their book, Partnering with Parents in Youth Ministry, Burns and DeVries 

offer a five-step strategy for family-based youth ministry: (1) have an orientation meeting 

with church leadership; (2) hold an orientation meeting with youth-ministry leadership; 

(3) have an orientation meeting with parents; (4) develop a timeline for the process; and 

(5) begin the process all over again.65 To implement the family-based ministry in the 

church context, Burns and DeVries demonstrate that partnership between the church and 

parents is extremely important to the success of this model:  

Remembering that partnering with parents is much more a mindset than a program 
will help you avoid the burnout that comes from trying to do too much at one time. 
It’s always a good idea to start change slowly. Change small things first in order to 
see victories, but always have a bigger vision in mind. Start slow—change only one 
or two things at first—then move on to other changes only after the old changes 
have become a natural part of what you are doing. Keep this goal in mind: bringing 
young people to a more mature faith in Jesus Christ by helping them build a 
foundational love relationship with God that reaches into every area of their life. 
Giving your youth ministry a family-friendly focus in not an overnight process, but 
it can—And will—Bring about dynamic change.66 
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Burns and DeVries summarize the family-based ministry model that “implementing a 

family-based youth ministry requires a system approach, thinking beyond the specific 

needs of teenagers and considering the patterns within families that influence youth along 

with the patterns within the culture that influence families.”67 

The Family-Integrated Model 
for Family Ministry  

The second model for family ministry is the family-integrated type, which is 

also called a family-driven or family-discipleship approach.68 The special characteristic 

of this model is that the family-integrated church seeks the integration of the 

community.69 Family-integrated churches reject any kind of age-segmented worship 

service or activities in the church.70 According to Timothy Paul Jones, “The church 

eliminates age-segregated programs and events. All or nearly all programs and events are 

multigenerational, with a strong focus on parents’ responsibility to evangelize and to 

disciple their own children.”71  

As part of this approach, churches want to worship together in the church 

community. Consequently, this church does not have youth ministers, children’s 

ministers, or nurseries. No age-graded worship service exists in the church. Voddie 

Baucham—one of the leaders of family-integrated church and the senior pastor of Grace 

Family Baptist Church in Texas—introduces his church in this way:  

Our church has no youth ministers, children’s ministers, or nursery, we do not 
divide families into component parts. We do not separate the mature women from 
the young teenage girls who need their guidance. We do not separate the toddler 
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from his parents during worship. In fact, we don’t even do it in Bible study. We see 
the church as a family of families.72  

This model is somewhat radical, compared with other models. This model does not 

divide families into component parts. This model pursues “the church as a family of 

families.”73 The most distinguishing feature of this model is to seek family-integrated 

orientation. As a result, this model does not allow separated families for the church 

ministry.  

Paul Renfro, who is pastor of discipleship at Grace Family Baptist Church in 

Texas, describes special characteristics and the foundation of the family-integrated-

ministry model for family ministry:  

According to the National Center for Family-Integrated Churches, “we affirm that 
the biblical family is a scripturally ordered household of parents, children, and 
sometimes others (such as singles, widows, divorcees, or grandparents), forming the 
God-ordained building blocks of the church (2 Tim 4:19). We . . . reject the 
church’s implementation of modern individualism by fragmenting the family 
through age-graded, peer-oriented, and special-interest classes, thus preventing 
rather than promoting family unity.”74 

Furthermore, Renfro also demonstrates that parents are the best disciple-makers of their 

children because they know their kids better than do any others:  

In the home, parents have constant opportunities to train their children to obey 
God’s commands. When a child disobeys, parents can immediately discipline and 
instruct them in the way of Christ. Who is better able to discern the condition of 
their children’s hearts and to know if true repentance has occurred than those who 
live with them every day? The home is the best context for discipleship, and the 
family is also the best context for the evangelism of persons outside the church. 
That’s how the apostle Paul evangelized in the first century AD.75  
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Baucham provides guiding principles of a family-integrated church. He 

emphasizes promoting a biblical view of marriage and family, family worship and 

discipleship, Christian education, and biblically qualified leadership for building the 

family-integrated church in the current church context.76 This kind of churches focuses 

on age-integrated, not segmented, family evangelism and discipleship, and equipping 

training leaders for parents.  

The Family-Equipping Model 
for Family Ministry  

The third model for family ministry is the family-equipping ministry. This 

model is additionally called the family-centered/church-supported, or family-empowered 

model.77 Jones so explains the family-equipping model for family ministry: “Family-

equipping ministry reworks the church’s entire structure to call parents to disciple their 

children at every level of the church’s work. Every aspect of the congregation’s life 

consciously co-champions the church’s ministry and the parent’s responsibility.”78 This 

model still has age-organized programs and some events, but one special feature is “the 

church is completely restructured to draw the generations together, equipping parents, 

championing their role as primary disciple-makers, and holding them accountable to 

fulfill this role.”79 The family-equipping church is supposed to “partner with parents to 

raise not just a youth group but a generation that loves God with heart, soul, mind, and 

strength (Mark 12:28-34).”80 In his book, Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your 

Church Can Equip Parents to Make Disciples, Jones provides unique ways for family 

discipleship in the family-equipping model: faith talk, faith walk, and faith process.  
 

 
76 Baucham, Family Driven Faith, 201-12.  

77 Renfro, Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 44. 

78 Renfro, Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 44. 

79 Renfro, Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 52.  

80 Renfro, Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 145.  
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Faith Talk 

Faith talk is “a designated time, at least one per week, for the household to 

gather for prayer and to study a biblical truth together. This household gathering may 

include not only parents and children but also other individuals who have been invited to 

share this time with the family.”81 Through faith talk, parents are able to share the gospel 

with their children and others every week at least one time for knowing God, praying for 

spiritual growth and being near to the Lord.  

Faith Walk  

Faith walk is “a discussion in the course of daily life that turns a child’s 

attention toward the presence of the gospel and the providence of God in every part of 

life.”82 By faith walk, parents may guide their children to live a gospel-centered life as 

God’s people and for the Lord’s glory.  

Faith Process 

Faith Process is “a plan that involves parents in a child’s spiritual growth by 

partnering with parents to address the child’s particular needs at each stage of life.”83 

Through the faith process, parents can help their children to be Christlike by supporting 

them in their spiritual-growth requirements.   

The family-equipping model provides seven specific strategies to apply for 

family discipleship in the current context. It is quite helpful to adopt this approach to the 

current church situation. Strategy 1: Synchronize all ministry efforts around the 

recognition that two partnered influences—church and home—have the greatest potential 

to impact young lives. Strategy 2: Clearly communicate expectations and plans to 

parents. Strategy 3: Develop a resource guide to recommend resources for family 

 
 

81 Jones, Family Ministry Field Guide, 154. 

82 Jones, Family Ministry Field Guide, 162. 

83 Jones, Family Ministry Field Guide, 166.  
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devotions and family issues. Strategy 4: Connect the church’s teaching ministries to the 

home. Strategy 5: Offer catalytic venues to introduce parents to the expectations of 

parenting. Strategy 6: Furnish family-equipping mission opportunities. Strategy 7: 

Partner with the worship team to develop intergenerational and family worship 

gatherings.84  

Family Discipleship Using the Family-Equipping Model 

Among the three family-ministry models, the family-equipping approach is 

more solid and moderate than are the family-based and family-integrated models because 

the family-equipping model is not a radical approach like the family-integrated approach. 

It does not just keep the old ministry style, such as the like family-based model, but 

instead gradually cultivates the church context to concentrate on family ministry with the 

entire congregation with the partnership. The focus is to cultivate the church-as-family 

and the family-as-church for the gospel of Jesus and the kingdom of God and his glory. 

The family-equipping model suggests keeping current the age-segmented-programmatic 

ministry and gradually modifying the community to emphasize the championship with 

special ways: faith talk, faith works, and faith process. It is very simple but extremely 

effective for family discipleship. 

Parents should lead faith talk, faith walk, and faith process with their children 

at home for family discipleship. Parents should lead faith talk through family worship, 

lead faith walk through family mealtime and evangelism, and lead faith process through 

family mission and discipleship with their households at home. 

 
 

84 Jay Strother, “Family-Equipping Ministry: Church and Home as Co-champions,” in Renfro, 
Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 151-54. 
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Faith Talk by Family Worship 

Parents can lead faith talk through family worship or Bible study at home with 

their households. Family worship is vital for family discipleship because children can 

experience spiritual growth through family worship. By family worship, children can 

experience God’s presence and his story through the Bible. Parents must lead family 

worship at home with households. Family is a context for worship.85 Worship is a 

significant part of family ministry. Christian families should conduct family worship with 

households as a church. Family worship is essential in family ministry because worship is 

the reason that Christians exist in the world, as said in Isaiah 43:21, “The people I formed 

for myself that they may proclaim my praise.” So, as God’s people, Christian families 

should perform family worship at home for his glory. For family worship, church leaders 

should serve and equip families by producing biblically-based family-worship guides, 

promoting solids tools and resources to deepen and enrich family worship, and 

strategically building momentum for a sustainable culture of worship within families in 

their congregation.86  

Brian Howard Honett delineates the importance of Christ-centered family 

worship: 

Family worship should always be Christ-centered. His death, burial, and 
resurrection is the reason we have to worship. The coming consummation of Jesus 
as King is the reason we have to hope. Our children desperately need to know both 
their wretched state and the gracious provision of God for that state. It is in this that 
they will find hope and purpose in a world of mixed and deceptive messages.87  

 
 

85 Timothy P. Jones and John David Trentham eds., Practical Family Ministry: A Collection of 
Ideas for Your Church (Nashville: Randall House, 2015), 17.  

86 Brian Howard Honett, “Family, a Context for Worship,” in Jones and Trentham, Practical 
Family Ministry, 23-25.  

87 Honett, “Family, a Context for Worship,” 23.  
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Faithful parents need to be able to tell their children the marvelous story about God’s 

redemption for his people. Christian parents must tell the story of God’s redemption 

through family worship.88  

In his book Family Worship, Donald S. Whitney furnishes practical ways to 

conduct family worship at home with households: reading, prayer, and singing.89 Many 

Christian parents feels that family worship is quite difficult to lead with their children at 

home, but this way is very simple. Whitney suggests family worship at home with 

children should be limited to ten minutes. Whitney believes that “the best time for parents 

to teach the things of God to their children are present would be during a time of family 

worship.”90 Therefore, Whitney strongly recommends that every Christian family should 

do family worship with their children at home for serving the Lord and teaching the 

works of God to their children. Family worship is the fundamental way for faith talk with 

children at home. 

Faith Walk by Family Mealtime 
and Evangelism 

The parent can lead faith walk through family mealtime for the spiritual 

growth of children at home. Family meal is “a place of spiritual nourishment”91 for 

households. The family meal is a simple, “but profound means of protecting, equipping, 

and ministering to your family.”92 Matthew Scott Thompson suggests family mealtime to 

employ for discipleship, fellowship, service, evangelism, and prayer as Jesus did. He 

states, “Scripture gives us four purposeful, applicable categories related to gathered meals 

 
 

88 Honett, “Family, a Context for Worship,” 20-21.  

89 Donald S. Whitney, Family Worship (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 44.  

90 Whitney, Family Worship, 19.  

91 Matthew Scott Thompson, “Family Meals, a Place of Spiritual Nourishment,” in Jones and 
Trentham, Practical Family Ministry, 49.  

92 Thompson, “Family Meals, a Place of Spiritual Nourishment,” 50.  
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that can reframe our perspective regarding the ministry of mealtime: discipleship, 

fellowship, service and evangelism, and prayer.”93 Jesus was the master disciple-maker 

through mealtime. Christ implemented it for discipleship, fellowship, service, 

evangelism, and prayer with his disciples. Like Jesus Christ, parents should utilize family 

meals to serve the objective of family ministry as an avenue for spiritual teaching, 

enriching fellowship, serving and evangelism, and prayer.94  

In particular, parents should lead family evangelism through family meals. 

Family is “a context for evangelism.”95 Practical considerations pertaining to a child’s 

salvation, parents should remember that God has set eternity into the heart of man (Eccl 

3:11).96 Steve Wright points out the importance of preaching the gospel in the context of 

family: “As parents we realize that only the gospel can restore our children into a right 

relationship with their Creator; only the gospel can pardon sin and bring forgiveness to 

our children; and only the gospel can rescue the souls of our children for eternity. Every 

Christian parent realizes that only Jesus holds the keys to eternity. ‘I give them eternal 

life,’ he said (John 10:28).”97 Wright provides six core values for practical family 

evangelism in the context of a home.  

1. Christian parents should be looking for the work of the Holy Spirit in their 
child’s life.  

 
2. Christian parents should be cautious about giving their children false assurance 

of salvation, especially when they are based on ideas nowhere mentioned in the 
pages of Scriptures.  

 
3. Little eyes are watching. 

 
 

 
 

93 Thompson, “Family Meals, a Place of Spiritual Nourishment,” 52.  

94 Thompson, “Family Meals, a Place of Spiritual Nourishment,” 51-57. 

95 Steve Wright, “Family, a Context for Evangelism,” in Jones and Trentham, Practical Family 
Ministry, 29.  

96 Wright, “Family, a Context for Evangelism,” 36.  

97 Wright, “Family, a Context for Evangelism,” 37. 
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4. The Gospel is for you and me, for our children, and also for the nations (Acts 
2:39; Mark 13:10; Matthew 24:14; Mark 16:15).  

 
5. The central theme of Jesus’s teaching concerning children is the significance of 

their faith and their souls rather than their life stage.  
 

6. Salvation is not a one-time conversion.98  

For the salvation of children, every parent must evangelize them with the 

authority of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. Parents have the authority to preach 

the gospel to their children for eternity. Thus, parents’ role is to inform their children 

about the gospel of Jesus through mealtime. Evangelism is crucial for family ministry. 

Christ came into the world for seeking the lost people of God (Luke 19:10). Children are 

also the lost people of the Lord. Parents have a role to preach the gospel to their 

households to know who Jesus is and believe him to be Savior and Lord. Parents must 

use a family meal for the spiritual growth and salvation of their children. 

Faith Process by Family Mission 
and Discipleship  

Christian parents can lead the faith process through family mission and 

discipleship. The Great Commission concerns disciple-making.99 It was given to every 

believer who follows Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Christian parents should become 

involved in a child’s spiritual growth by family mission and discipleship. Parents can 

help their households achieve Christlikeness by supporting them in their need for spiritual 

growth through family discipleship and by following the Great Commission to preach the 

gospel to the lost people in the world and make them new disciples of Jesus. Discipleship 

is not a temporally spiritual event or merely teaching, but the process to become like 

Jesus Christ through continuously equipping children to be disciples of Jesus able to 

preach the gospel and make disciples. 

 
 

98 Wright, “Family, a Context for Evangelism,” 34-36. 

99 Dave Earley and Rod Dempsey, Disciple Making Is . . . How to Live the Great Commission 
with Passion and Confidence (Nashville: B & H, 2013), 3. 
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Parents should lead and train households for spiritual growth by family 

discipleship. Family is “a context for discipleship.”100 Family discipleship is a core value 

for family ministry. John Ellis Steen provides five core values for discipleship in the 

context of home: “First, seek him (Matthew 6:33) . . . opportunities to come knocking, 

listen for them (Ephesians 5:16) . . . color outside the lines . . . understand that your 

children do not always understand the things of God . . . finally, simple teaching and 

activities are important.”101 

Parents have an opportunity and authority to discipline their children by family 

worship, family meals as an avenue for teaching, fellowship, evangelism, prayer, and 

family mission for the Great Commission, which was given to every believer. Parents are 

responsible to disciple their children to spiritual growth and reach Christlikeness for the 

kingdom of God and his glory. The parent as, the spiritual leader of the family, is to lead 

the faith talk, faith walk, and faith process through family worship and prayer; family 

meals as a method of teaching; fellowship; service and evangelism; and family mission 

and discipleship for a household’s spiritual growth and salvation for the kingdom of God 

and his glory. 

Conclusion  

This chapter provides historical and practical support for family discipleship. 

The church and Christian homes have cooperated with the partnership for the spiritual 

training of children. According to God’s commandment, the church has supported the 

home for family discipleship. The Lord has given parents the priority responsibility to 

discipline children. At the same time, the church must equip parents to be disciple-

makers of children. God designed both church and home to train children to love and 

 
 

100 John Ellis Steen, “Family, a Context for Discipleship,” in Jones and Trentham, Practical 
Family Ministry, 39. 

101 Steen, “Family, a Context for Discipleship,” 45-47. 
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obey God in the fear of the Lord for the kingdom of God and his glory. As the primary 

individual responsible for family discipleship, Christian parents should lead the faith talk, 

faith walk, and faith process by family worship, family meals, evangelism, mission, and 

discipleship for the spiritual training of children and living for the gospel of Jesus in the 

fear of Lord. As faithful parents, they must show their concern about their children’s 

salvation and eternal life through spiritual training by disciple-making according to the 

Lord’s commands. As the primary spiritual trainers of their children, parents must 

conduct family discipleship according to the Lord’s Commission. 
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CHAPTER 4 

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
MINISTRY PROJECT 

The project’s purpose was to help the church equip parents as the primary 

disciple-makers of their children at Hanmaeum Korean Baptist Church in Louisville, 

Kentucky. During the COVID-19 pandemic, churches have been having trouble 

performing ministry everywhere in Louisville, Kentucky. HKBC was not an exception. 

The situation affected it for almost two years, but thanks to God’s grace, the 

implementation of the family-discipleship project started at the church and homes of 

participants. The project was conducted during an eighteen-week period from April 17 to 

August 21, 2022.  

As I stated in chapter 1, HKBC was not familiar with family discipleship or 

family ministry because the church has been focused on adult ministry—not children and 

youth ministry. In addition, the congregation has not been trained as primary disciple-

makers of their children, nor did it emphasize the parents’ role given by God to train their 

children spiritually. Most parents tend to rely on church ministers for their children’s 

spiritual growth instead of on themselves. For this reason, the project was supposed to aid 

the church to equip parents as the primary disciplers of children by teaching them to 

know God-given parents’ responsibilities based on the Bible and ways to train their 

children at home to live gospel-centered lives for the kingdom of God and his glory.  

Preparation  

The first six weeks were extremely basic to my project. I notified the church 

congregation about the availability of my ministry project, for which I was recruiting 

participants interested in children’s spiritual growth, especially family discipleship. In 
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addition, I prepared the teaching curriculum and lesson guides for the practice of family 

discipleship. 

Weeks 1-6 

The senior pastor of HKBC allowed me to start the ministry project in January 

2022. After sharing the purpose of the project, I began to conduct the project in the 

context of HKBC under his leadership. From April 17 to May 30, 2022, I advertised the 

ministry project in the church bulletin. I informed people that there would be a family-

discipleship seminar and explained the objective and effect of the project for the church 

and family, as well. In addition, I encouraged them to become involved in the project 

personally. Some individuals said they would participate though they were worried about 

the virus. My supervisor recommended that I lead the project via a Zoom class, not in a 

personal class, due to the pandemic. However, many church members preferred an in-

person training seminar over a Zoom meeting. The senior pastor believed that it seemed 

more effective as an in-person class rather than as a Zoom meeting. Therefore, I decided 

to lead the project in person, not in Zoom meetings. 

The ministry project was composed of a teaching curriculum for a family-

discipleship training seminar and a series of five weekly lessons for the practice of family 

discipleship at home. Prior to implementation, much time was spent on writing the draft 

of the teaching curriculum for the parents’ training seminar and five weekly Bible lesson 

guides for the practice of family discipleship at participants’ homes with children, under 

the theme of “the family of God.” I developed the teaching curriculum for the family 

discipleship seminar from October 2021 to January 2022, and developed the five weekly 

lesson guides for the practice of family discipleship from February to April 2022. After 
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creating the draft of the teaching curriculum and the five weekly lesson guides, these 

were sent to four HKBC pastors for assessment by the Curriculum Evaluation Rubric.1  

The teaching curriculum for the family discipleship seminar was made up of 

five sessions: (1) the necessity for family discipleship, (2) family ministry, (3) the 

responsibility of parents with biblical principles of discipleship in the Old Testament, (4) 

the responsibility of parents with biblical principles of discipleship in the New 

Testament, and (5) the practical ways for family discipleship at home with advice. The 

weekly lesson guides, with the theme of “the family of God,” for the practice of family 

discipleship at home comprised five lessons: (1) God’s call to be his family; (2) God’s 

will for his family; (3) God’s family is worshiper; (4) the ways for spiritual growth in 

God’s family; and (5) the mission of God’s family. Before the implementation of the 

project, advertisements were continually placed in the church bulletin every Sunday from 

April 17 to May 30, 2022, to recruit people to attend the project for family discipleship 

seminars and practice.  

Implementation 

The ministry project was held at HKBC with applicants during weeks 7 to 18. 

The teaching curriculum was promulgated for participants’ understanding of family 

discipleship, based on the Bible, and practical ways for spiritual growth of children. 

Parents conducted five lesson guides with their children at home after participating in 

family-discipleship seminar. I also administered pre- and post-survey for evaluating 

parents’ perceptions and their practice of family discipleship. 

Pre-Survey (Weeks 7 to 8)  

As a result of advertisements in the church bulletin and personal 

encouragement to church members who live with children who are between 7 and 24 

 
 

1 See appendix 2.  
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years of age, 23 applicants and 13 families applied. The current parents’ knowledge and 

practice of biblical disciple-making of their children had to be evaluated according to the 

initial project goal. The pre-survey was performed through weeks 7 and 8. The Family-

Discipleship Perceptions and Practices Survey (FPPS) was made by Timothy Paul Jones.2 

It was adopted from his book, Family Ministry Field Guide.3 Before utilizing it for the 

project, the ethics committee permitted its use. Two weeks before the project, on June 5 

and June 12, 2022, an email was sent to every participant concerning the pre-survey. It 

challenged them to become involved in the survey for discovering current perceptions 

and practices of family discipleship at home. It collected quantitative data through close-

ended survey questions. 

Participants received eight questions to assess parents’ knowledge and attitudes 

regarding their roles as the primary disciple-makers of their children. The first question 

pertained to whether or not parents really want to place priority on family devotionals in 

the family schedule. The second question was about whether or not parents were too busy 

to actually hope to conduct regular family devotions or Bible reading with their children. 

The third question concerned whether or not parents believe that church is the best place 

for children to be taught Scripture. The fourth question regarded whether or not parents 

really want to answer their children’s biblical questions or yield to other pastors. The fifth 

question pertained to whether or not they really want to do anything for their children’s 

success, even when not together eating dinner. The sixth question was about whether or 

not fathers have the primary responsibility for the discipleship of their children. The 

seventh question concerned whether or not church leaders must have the primary 

responsibility for disciplining children and teaching them the gospel. Lastly, the eighth 

question regarded whether or not the church has any plan for children’s spiritual growth.   

 
 

2 See appendix 1.  

3 Timothy P. Jones, Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your Church Can Equip Parents to 
Make Disciples (Indianapolis: Wesleyan, 2011), 202-3. 
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Additionally, participants were given eight questions to evaluate the parents’ 

competency, willingness, confidence, and look for barriers to conducting family 

discipleship at home. The first question concerned how many times parents prayed aloud 

with their children in the past week. The second question regarded the number of times 

families ate meals together without television, music, and other media. The third question 

pertained to how many times parents read or shared the Bible with their children in the 

past month. The fourth question was about how many times parents discussed spiritual 

matters with their children during daily activities in the past month. The fifth question 

concerned how many times they held family devotional or worship time in their homes in 

the past two months. The sixth question regarded how many times spouses talked about 

their children’s spiritual growth in the past two months. The seventh question pertained to 

how many times parents witnessed to unbelievers with their children or invited them to 

church in the past year. The eighth question was about how many times any church leader 

has contacted parents to help with engaging activities for children’s spiritual growth in 

the past year. 

It employed six points of the Likert Scaling method for the survey. Items were 

arranged numerically, consisting of six potential responses: “Strongly Disagree,” 

“Disagree,” “Somewhat Disagree,” “Somewhat Agree,” “Agree,” “Strongly Agree;” or 

“Never,” “Once,” “A Couple of Times,” “Three or Four times,” “Five or Six times,” 

“Seven or More Times.” After completing the survey, it was analyzed, producing a 

current understanding and practices of home-family discipleship. Consequently, 19 

parents completed a pre-survey for the ministry project among 23 applicants.  
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The Teaching Curriculum for the Family 
Discipleship Seminar  

The teaching curriculum was held from weeks 9 to 10.4 Originally, five weekly 

teaching sessions were planned for family-discipleship seminars to equip parents to 

become primary disciple-makers of their children. It was not a good time, though, to 

implement the project during the pandemic. For this reason, teaching sessions were held 

for only two weeks instead of five weeks. Participants were worried about the virus. The 

first and second teaching sessions were held Sunday, June 19, 2022, after the worship 

service at HKBC for approximately two hours. The third session through the fifth session 

were conducted Sunday, June 26, 2022, following the worship service at HKBC for about 

2 ½ hours.  

Twenty-six people participated in the Family Discipleship Seminar on June 19, 

2022. Moreover, two people who did not participate in the seminar in person because of 

sickness and work were involved by watching the teaching session video after the 

seminar. Thirty people took part in the seminar on June 26, 2022. Furthermore, two 

people who could not participate in the seminar in person due to illness and work were 

involved by watching the teaching session video following the seminar. For this reason, 

19 people completed the pre-survey and participated in teaching the curriculum for the 

project among 23 applicants.  

Teaching Session 1 (Week 9) 

The initial training session was dedicated to teaching the necessity of family 

discipleship. It focused on the reason that family discipleship must be performed at home 

and what family discipleship is. The specific goals for family discipleship are knowledge 

of the Bible, reverence for God, obedience to Christ, regular and intentional practices, 

and parents leading the children. After an explanation of family discipleship, the 

 
 

4 See appendix 3. 
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necessity for family discipleship at home was stressed, demonstrating two reasons for 

conducting family discipleship. The primary reason described was that the Bible shows 

family discipleship as the Lord’s command, and it is a privilege and responsibility 

bestowed on all parents who are faithful to God (Gen 18:18-19; Deut 6:4-9; Ps 78:1-8; 

Matt 28:19-20; Eph 6:4; 2 Tim 1:5).  

The second reason explained that current Christian parents have experienced a 

sense of spiritual crisis at home and church. Parents have felt a sense of spiritual crisis at 

home because they have experienced difficulty with spiritual conversations with their 

children. Parents struggle to provide scriptural advice based on God’s Word, rather than 

worldly advice, when they listen to their children’s concerns. Severing spiritual 

communication with children could cause a sense of spiritual crisis in the family. The 

church feels a sense of spiritual crisis, too. Young people who will assume responsibility 

for the future are disappearing from the church. The occurrence of young people leaving 

the church is a common phenomenon. Family discipleship will help to overcome the 

sense of spiritual crises at home and in the church.  

In conclusion, it was emphasized that parents should conduct family 

discipleship at home since it is a privilege and responsibility given by the Lord and to 

overcome the sense of spiritual crisis experienced in the home and the church. Family 

discipleship must be implemented and accomplished by parents to obey God’s command 

and to fulfill the mission of the church, as well.  

Teaching Session 2 (Week 9)  

The second training session was devoted to teaching a family ministry. The 

second session presented three main points: What is family ministry? What is God’s story 

in the Bible? What does the Bible have to say about children? It was stressed that the 

most important aspects of family ministry are churches that train parents and prepare 

them as primary spiritual trainers for their children, and parents must discipline their 
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children to obey and live in the fear of the Lord. Following that, the family-equipping 

model was introduced as it emphasizes reworking the church’s entire structure for family 

ministry, as the church readies parents to be the primary disciple-makers for children by 

concentrating on spiritual growth through God’s Word—not by programs and events. 

Special tools for the family-equipping ministry are faith talk, faith walks, and faith 

process.  

God’s story in the Bible constitutes the Lord’s wonderful work for saving the 

people of God. According to the Scripture, God created the world by his Word (Gen 

1:26-31; 2:15-16). However, Adam and Eve, whom the Lord created, committed sin 

before God and fell (Gen 3:15-24). God had a plan for saving the world through Jesus 

Christ (Rom 5:9-11; 1 Cor 15:20-28; Gal 3:10-14), and finally, Jesus will come back to 

the world to accomplish God’s perfect salvation in the final day (Rev 19:9-16; 21:1-5). 

God’s plan for saving his people is through faith in Jesus by his grace. Scriptural 

understanding about children for family ministry is that they are the gift of the Lord (Ps 

127:3-5). Children are sinners, born with original sin (Rom 3:23), and they will die 

because of sin (Heb 9:27). Children will be brothers and sisters in heaven (Luke 20:36). 

In conclusion, it was emphasized that family ministry is one of the church ministries to 

cooperate with the family for the training of children to become a part of the church and 

God’s workers for the kingdom of God and his glory. 

Teaching Session 3 (Week 10)  

On June 26, 2022, session 3 was held. The third session was dedicated to 

teaching the responsibility of parents and the biblical principles of discipleship in the Old 

Testament. It concentrated on what the Old Testament said about the spiritual training of 

children and parents’ responsibility. The third session focused on three texts: Genesis 

18:18-19, Deuteronomy 6:4-9, and Psalm 78:1-8.  
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It was taught that Genesis 18:18-19 accentuated that parents, especially fathers 

who believe in the Lord, have a responsibility to teach and guide their children to keep 

the Word of God and to live by it. The content of discipleship is “the way of the Lord,” or 

“God’s commands.” The way of discipleship is “keeping and doing God’s commands” by 

righteousness and justice. It shared some applications in this Scripture. As God selected 

Abraham, the ancestor of faith, to keep his children and household in the way of the Lord 

(v. 19), God chose parents so their children may keep the Word of God and accomplish 

righteousness and justice. In conclusion, it was stressed that as God’s chosen people, 

parents must teach the way of the Lord and ensure that their children keep and obey 

God’s Word. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 instructs parents to love the Lord and his commands first 

(vv. 4-6), and they need to teach the Shema to the next generation diligently and 

continuously anytime, anywhere, and always (vv. 7-9). It was taught that the content of 

discipleship is the Lord our God is one Lord (v. 4), and love God with all your heart, 

soul, and strength (v. 5). The way of discipleship is teaching the Word of God to children 

diligently when sitting at home, when lying down, when getting up, and when walking on 

the road (v. 7), putting the Word on one’s wrist, making it a sign, putting it on one’s 

forehead, and making it a mark (v. 8). It was shared and emphasized that parents need to 

be a role model as those who are close to the Word, and lead and nurture their children so 

that they can start and end their day with God’s Word (v. 7). In addition, it was stressed 

to create a good environment for thinking and meditating on the Word (vv. 8-9). In 

conclusion, it was illustrated that it is extremely important to establish a good 

environment for the spiritual formation of children at home and train them diligently and 

continuously anytime, anywhere, and always.  

Finally, it was explicated that Psalm 78:1-8 demonstrates that parents must 

listen to God’s Word (vv. 1-2). They should tell God’s story to the next generation (vv. 3-

6) so that their children place trust in the Lord, do not forget his deeds, keep his 
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commands (v. 7), and do not take after a stubborn and rebellious generation of those who 

were against God (v. 8). It was taught that the contents of discipleship are the glorious 

deeds of the Lord and his might (v. 4). The way of discipleship is not to hide God’s work 

of salvation from children (v. 4) but to describe God’s grace and love in active action, 

rather than passive attitude. It was shared that parents need to apply this Scripture to their 

children to know the gospel, which parents have experienced.  

In conclusion, it was emphasized that parents’ responsibility is to transfer 

God’s amazing grace and works of salvation to his people and let their children put hope 

in the Lord and get them to obey God and keep his commands. For these reasons, it was 

said that family discipleship is essential for children’s salvation, spiritual growth, and 

maturity. 

Teaching Session 4 (Week 10)  

The fourth session concerned teaching the responsibility of parents and 

scriptural principles of family discipleship in the New Testament. The fourth session 

presented three texts: Matthew 28:19-20, Ephesians 6:4, and 2 Timothy 1:5. It was taught 

that Matthew 28:19-20 provides the principle of disciple-making and parents’ 

responsibility for family discipleship. The specific ways of discipleship are going, 

baptizing, and teaching. To make disciples, Christians must seek new believers and 

baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teach 

them to obey everything Jesus has commanded. It was explained that the content of 

discipleship is everything Christ commanded to his disciples: Beatitudes (Matt 5:11-12); 

the parable of God’s kingdom (Matt 13); the gospel (John 11:25-26); the Great 

Commandment to love God and your neighbor (Matt 22:36-40); the Great Commission 

(Matt 28:19-20); and Holy Communion (1 Cor 11:26). Some applications were shared for 

family discipleship in this Scripture that parents’ responsibility is to lead their children to 

the church so that they can be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
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and be a member of the church for living faith life in the fear of the Lord. In conclusion, 

it was emphasized that parents should proclaim the gospel to their children, teach them 

God’s Word, train them to carry out the Great Commission for “seeking the lost people,” 

and demonstrate their concern about their children’s salvation and eternal life through 

spiritual training by family discipleship.  

Following that, it was explained that Ephesians 6:4 teaches parents not to 

provoke children and to bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord (v. 4). 

Some biblical principles for family discipleship are that parents must not provoke their 

children because they would become discouraged instead of training and instructing them 

in the way of the Lord. God’s training and instruction are the same way that Jesus used to 

train, educate, and teach the people. It was shared that parents should follow what Christ 

showed his disciples. For example, Jesus held spiritual conversations with his disciples 

during mealtime. In like manner, parents need to utilize mealtimes as a way to connect 

with and relate to their children. Parents must show children first and encourage them to 

do as Christ lived his life with servant leadership. It is the role and responsibility of 

parents to furnish children with the spiritual and physical nutrients they require for 

growth. In conclusion, it was illustrated that parents should raise their children with the 

discipline and education of Jesus and according to the Word of the Lord. Parents’ 

responsibility is to encourage their children to be near to God and keep his commands.  

Finally, it was explicated that 2 Timothy 1:5 teaches that the origin of 

Timothy’s faith came from his grandmother, Lois, and his mother, Eunice, who had a 

sincere faith (v. 5). Timothy additionally has a fervent faith because of his grandmother 

and his mother’s faith (v. 5). It was taught that the content and way of discipleship are 

Lois and Eunice’s sincere faith passed on to grandson and son, Timothy. Specific 

methods are not recorded but, according to Paul’s words, it could be seen that the faith of 

the grandmother and mother was already recognized by acquaintances and had become a 

good example. It can be inferred that from a young age, there was religious education and 
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training by his mother. Parents can exert a good influence on their children to have 

sincere faith in biblical education and training. As a scriptural application, parents should 

create a good spiritual environment so that their faith and belief can be fully transmitted 

to their children. In conclusion, it was emphasized that parents must be role models of 

sincere faith to their children as Lois and Eunice were, and parents ought to remember 

that deep faith will be disseminated to their children through education and training with 

servant leadership.  

Teaching Session 5 (Week 10)  

The fifth session pertained to teaching practical ways for family discipleship at 

home and advice. It repeated the definition of family discipleship once more before 

teaching session 5. Family discipleship is “the process that occurs when parents lead their 

children through a regular, deliberate practice focused on a knowledge of the Bible, the 

awe of God, and obedience to Christ”5 (according to Ryan Steenburg). The ultimate goals 

are knowledge of the Scriptures, fear of God, obedience to Christ, regular and deliberate 

practices, and parents’ spiritual leading of children. It was taught whatever it may be, to 

teach children a knowledge of the Bible, the fear of God, and obedience to Christ—as the 

definition of family discipleship—is meant to say that any practice of godliness for 

spiritual maturity and growth of children that parents intentionally and deliberately 

follow can be family discipleship.  

Family worship was delineated as a core and best tool for family discipleship, 

and it can be a good starting point for the spiritual growth of children. Parents may train 

their children to listen to God’s Word, learn to fear the Lord, obey Jesus Christ, and live a 

gospel-centered life through family worship. In his book, Family Worship, Donald 

Whitney offers a practical and easy way to worship at home: read, pray, and sing in ten 

 
 

5 W. Ryan Steenburg, Effective Practices for Training Parents in Family Discipleship: 

A Mixed Methods Study (PhD diss., The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2010), 8. 
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minutes. Parents can lead family worship within ten minutes by reading the Bible, 

praying, and finally singing a hymn together. Though there is no sermon, the leader of a 

family may mention the meaning of the Scripture with lessons and encourage family 

members to obey God and his commands by praying. It was stressed that Whitney 

strongly recommends that all Christian families must have family worship with their 

children at home to serve the Lord and teach them the works of God. Whitney said, “The 

best time for parents to teach the things of God to their children are present would be 

during a time of family worship.”6 

It was taught that Bible study with prayer meetings are quite powerful tools for 

family discipleship at home. Ezra emphasized that he decided to study God’s Word and 

teach it to his people in this way: “For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the 

Lord, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel” (Ezra 7:10). It was 

suggested that easy Bible study for children is to read the text three times while focusing 

on God, people, and promises. What does the text say with respect to the Lord (God, 

Jesus, and the Holy Spirit)? How does the text read about people (human sins and good 

deeds)? What are the promises in the text to believe and follow? What can be felt and 

learned from today’s text? How should we live to apply it to life? And then end with 

prayer together.  

It was explicated that Quiet Time (QT) is the easiest way to get close to the 

Scripture with children for family discipleship. It was illustrated by: (1) have each child 

prepare a notebook for use and write the date in it; (2) have parents read a predetermined 

chapter of the Bible text; (3) record the Scripture verses that are particularly touching in 

the notebook; (4) write down the reasons that these words touch the heart; (5) write a 

short prayer about the realization, reflection, and determination resulting from this verse; 

(6) finish the QT by sharing the content on which the family meditated and prayed. 

 
 

6 Donald S. Whitney, Family Worship (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 19.  
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It was taught that Bible memorization is a beneficial tool to know God’s Word 

for family discipleship. First of all, prepare a Scripture recitation card with the children, 

and recite one verse each week. Second, before recitation, parents explain the meaning of 

the Bible text to be recited to their children and allow them to recite it after understanding 

the text. Third, share with children the fact that the Lord comforts and strengthens people 

through his living words recited and remembered during difficult times. Fourth, 

encourage children to live by applying the memorized Scripture verses for a week. 

Moreover, it was explained that learning and comprehending Bible doctrine and 

catechism are a good tool for family discipleship with children at home. It was 

recommended that one of the best tools for knowing catechism is the book, Cornerstones: 

200 Questions and Answers to Learn Truth, by Brian Dembowczyk.7  

It was instructed that family mealtime is a good tool for family discipleship. 

Parents initially need to prepare a good circumstance for teaching and sharing God’s 

Word for using mealtime as family discipleship. Avoid the television set and cell phone 

for good family mealtime. Jesus set the example for discipleship, employing mealtime. 

Most of Christ’s discipleship was nurtured and trained through mealtime. Family meals 

should serve the purpose of family ministry for enriching and transformative fellowship. 

Parents can use family mealtimes to lead members spiritually by sharing daily life during 

family mealtimes. It was illustrated that Matthew Scott Thompson emphasizes that family 

mealtimes can be the best tool for training children in this way: “Scripture gives us four 

purposeful, applicable categories related to gathered meals that can reframe our 

perspective regarding the ministry of mealtime: discipleship, fellowship, service and 

evangelism, and prayer.”8  

 
 

7 Brian Dembowczyk, Cornerstones: 200 Questions and Answers to Learn Truth (Nashville: B 
& H, 2018). 

8 Matthew Scott Thompson, “Family Meals, a Place of Spiritual Nourishment,” in Practical 
Family Ministry: A Collection of Ideas for Your Church, ed. Timothy P. Jones and John David Trentham 
(Nashville: Randall House, 2015), 52.  
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Lastly, when is a good time for family discipleship at home? The answer is 

“the sooner the better.” The proverb reads, “Train a child in the way he should go, and 

when he is old he will not turn from it” (Prov 22:6). 

The Bible-Lesson Guides for the Practice 
of Family Discipleship 

The Bible-lesson guides for the practice of family discipleship were conducted 

from July 3 to July 31, 2022 (weeks 11 to 15) on Sunday afternoons, for five weeks, at 

each participant’s home. Following its completion, participants were involved in a post-

survey to evaluate the parents’ perceptions and practices of biblical disciple-making of 

their children according to the third project goal to measure how much they developed 

their knowledge and practice of family discipleship after finishing the entire five teaching 

sessions and series of five lessons.  

The main title of the Bible lesson series for the practice of family discipleship 

at home was “the family of God.”9 Lesson 1 concerned God’s call to be his family. 

Lesson 2 regarded the Lord’s will for his family: the Great Commandment. Lesson 3 

pertained to worshipers as God’s family. Lesson 4 was about ways for spiritual growth in 

God’s family: the living Word and spiritual prayer. Lesson 5 concerned the mission of 

family: the life of disciple-making. The format and frame of the five-weekly lesson 

Bible-study guides followed The Course Syllabus: A Learning-Centered Approach, by 

Judith Grunert O’Brien, Barbara J. Mills, and Margaret W. Cohen, and Creative Bible 

Teaching, by Lawrence O. Richards and Gary J. Bredfeldt. The course description and 

 
 

9 See appendix 4. 
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course objectives followed the direction of The Course Syllabus,10 and the lesson outline 

with hook, book, look, and took followed the format of Creative Bible Teaching.11  

Before the practice of each lesson guide—July 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, 2022—all 

participants received an email message for guidance about the lesson and to encourage 

them to lead family discipleship with the power of the Holy Spirit and enjoy the practices 

with their children.  

The five weekly lesson guides for the practice of family discipleship were 

already distributed before starting the practices at home. However, all participants 

required each lesson summary and support every week by email to receive the assurance 

that God is with them.  

Lesson Guide 1 (Week 11) 

On July 3, 2022, parents led the initial lesson guide with their children at 

home. The first lesson guide was dedicated to teaching God’s call to be his family. It was 

taught that the main passage reads, “Yet all who received him, to those who believed in 

his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12). Through lesson 1, 

parents shared that God promised all who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord will 

receive the right to become part of God’s family (John 1:12; Rom 10:13). Furthermore, 

parents shared about God’s story in the Bible, that the Lord created the first humans, 

Adam and Eve, for his glory. But they sinned against God and, after the fall, people were 

destined to die due to sin (Heb 9:27). God planned to save the world through his only 

begotten Son, Jesus Christ (John 3:16). Anyone who hears his calling and believes in 

Christ as Savior and Lord can be saved (Rom 10:13) by his grace and become part of 

God’s family (Eph 2:8-9).  

 
 

10 Judith Grunert O’Brien, Barbara J. Mills, and Margaret W. Cohen, The Course Syllabus: A 
Learning-Centered Approach, 2nd ed. (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2008), 51-63.  

11 Lawrence O. Richards and Gary J. Bredfeldt, Creative Bible Teaching (Chicago: Moody, 
1998), 151-63. 



   

81 

It was emphasized that family members understand the Lord has opened the 

way to become children of God to those who believe in his only begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, as Savior and Lord. The specific way to become part of God’s family is to repent 

and believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. In conclusion, it was demonstrated that 

Jesus Christ is the sole manner to come to the Lord and receive eternal life (Acts 4:12).  

Lesson Guide 2 (Week 12) 

On July 10, 2022, parents conducted the second lesson with their children at 

home. The second teaching lesson was devoted to teaching God’s will for his family: the 

Great Commandment. It was taught that the main passage reads, “Teacher, which is the 

greatest commandment in the law?” Jesus replied, “‘Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law 

and the prophets hang on these two commandments” (Matt 22:36-40). Through this 

lesson, parents shared the fact that God’s will for their children is to love God and to love 

their neighbors, and they stressed that service and devotion are essential to love the Lord 

and love neighbors in the life of God’s family. 

 It emphasized that family members understand loving God means using 

everything to worship him and live according to his will. Loving your neighbor as 

yourself is possible when you choose your neighbor before yourself. In conclusion, it was 

demonstrated that it is impossible to love God and love neighbor without service and 

devotion. 

Lesson Guide 3 (Week 13) 

On July 17, 2022, parents led lesson 3 with their children at home. The third 

lesson guide concerned teaching God’s family as worshipers. The main passage reads, 

“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is 
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spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24). Through 

lesson 3, parents shared with their children what worship is, how to offer it, and the joy of 

life through worship. Worship is the reason that humans exist in the world because God 

created his people to praise and proclaim his name (Isa 43:21), and worship must be 

offered in spirit and in truth (John 4:23). 

It was stressed that family members understand the fact that worship is the 

basis of God’s people, those who have been saved through Jesus Christ, and is the reason 

humans exist in the world. The family would acknowledge those true worshipers must 

worship with “spirit and truth” and that the truth is only the Word of God in the world, so 

God’s family must worship in spirit and in God’s Word. In conclusion, it was illustrated 

that family members should develop family worship so it becomes a natural thing to hold 

it at least once a week at home and emphasized that the best worship with which the Lord 

is pleased is “spiritual worship” offered by life (Rom 12:1).  

Lesson Guide 4 (Week 14) 

On July 24, 2022, parents performed lesson 4 with their children at home. The 

fourth lesson guide regarded teaching ways for spiritual growth in God’s family: living 

God’s Word and spiritual prayer. The main passage reads, “All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the 

man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17). Also, 

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to 

his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us whatever we ask, we know that we 

have what we asked of him” (1 John 5:14-15). Through lesson 4, parents shared with 

their children the benefits of God’s Word and prayer for spiritual growth. The spiritual 

maturity and growth of God’s children are possible through God’s Word and spiritual 

prayer.  
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It focused on family members’ recognizing that God’s Word is a life manual 

that tells God’s children exactly how to live the right life; God’s Word is alive; and the 

Word has the power to make us spiritually healthy and ultimately save souls. It was 

additionally emphasized that prayer is a time of spiritual dialogue with the Lord. Intimate 

fellowship with God is possible through prayer time, and prayer is the channel of blessing 

so that God’s family can enjoy God’s blessings through prayer and experience God’s 

power to turn the impossible into the possible.  

Lesson Guide 5 (Week 15)  

On July 31, 2022, parents led lesson guide 5 with their children at home. The 

fifth lesson pertained to teaching the mission of God’s family: the Great Commission. It 

was taught that the main passage reads, Matthew 28:18-20, “Then Jesus came to them 

and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’” Through lesson 5, parents 

shared that the Great Commission is the last directive that Jesus Christ delivered to his 

disciples, and it is the mission that the Lord’s disciples must obey in person. All 

followers who believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord should preach the gospel to all the 

nations and make disciples of the Lord by baptism and teaching everything Christ 

commanded. 

It concentrated on family members realizing what the Great Commission is and 

God’s plan for saving lost people through disciple-making. Especially, it was 

demonstrated that there are three special ways to make disciples: going, baptizing, and 

teaching. Finally, it was ascertained that God’s family should preach the gospel and make 

disciples of Jesus for the kingdom of God and his glory.  
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Post-Survey (Weeks 16-17) 

On August 7 and 14, 2022, every participant received a post-survey 

questionnaire by email to evaluate the parents’ knowledge and practice of biblical 

disciple-making of their children after attending a family-discipleship seminar and 

conducting five weekly lesson guides. A comparison of pre- and post-survey scores was 

needed to check how much parents were equipped and developed through the process of 

the ministry project according to the third project goal. Through FPPS, participants 

received a total of sixteen questions. The pre- and post-survey questionnaires were 

completely the same, and seventeen participants completed the post-survey for the 

ministry project.  

Celebration of the End of the Ministry 
Project (Week 18) 

On August 21, 2022, the end of the ministry project was celebrated after the 

Sunday-worship service with every participant involved in the training seminar and 

practice for family discipleship at home with their children. I provided some food and 

drinks—like sandwiches, cookies, coffee, and orange juice—for the celebration. They 

shared their thoughts about the parents’ training seminar. A parent shared his thought 

frankly that he did not acknowledge the parent’s primary responsibility for the spiritual 

training of children and should practice it at home before being involved in the training 

seminar. Another parent observed that she was very ashamed when she checked the pre-

survey because she did not make it a priority to train her children for spiritual 

development at home because she believed that the primary responsibility is given to the 

church minister—not parents.  

Moreover, they shared their feelings, difficulties, and God’s grace for 

conducting practice and family discipleship at each home. One parent shared her 

emotions and God’s grace that she just followed the direction of the Bible lesson guides. 

Her child obeyed and was pleased with family discipleship with a parent at home every 
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Sunday afternoon during the period of five weeks. It was a great time to get to know each 

other deeply and have the same experience that God is good and sincere to every 

Christian parent who wants to be faithful to his or her children to train them for obeying 

God’s Word and living for the glory of the Lord. Some parents told me that they hope to 

have many chances for a parents’ training seminar in the church, and they want to keep 

family discipleship going at home with their children. Every participant praised the Lord. 

I ended the project celebration with the prayer that God bless HKBC to maintain family 

ministry as one of the missions of the church and the spiritual development of children 

through the practice of family discipleship at home. 

Conclusion 

This chapter provided the project process and implementation in the context of 

Hanmaeum Korean Baptist Church and at the participants’ homes. The implementation 

was performed completely with God’s grace and peace. The parent-training curriculum, 

with five teaching sessions, was made, evaluated, and employed to equip parents by 

teaching them their primary responsibility, given by God, to train their children for 

spiritual growth and gospel-centered living in the fear of the Lord. In addition, five 

weekly lesson guides, with the main title of “the family of God,” were made, evaluated, 

and utilized for practice for family discipleship at the participants’ homes. Furthermore, 

the pre- and post-project surveys for family discipleship perspectives and practices were 

conducted and administered to assess the effectiveness of the HKBC project. A detailed 

analysis of the results will be written in the final chapter. As a result of the project, 

seventeen parents completed the pre- and post-survey and participated in the parent-

training seminar with the five weekly lesson guides for the practice of family discipleship 

with their children at home. It was quite difficult to implement the project during the 

pandemic, but I believe the apostle Paul, “And we know that in all things God works for 
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the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Rom 

8:28). 
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CHAPTER 5 

THE RESULT OF IMPLEMENTATION 

The project was designed to help the church to equip parents as primary 

disciple-makers of their children to live gospel-centered lives in the fear of the Lord. It 

was a great time to cooperate with the church and the families for developing parental 

perspectives and practices of family discipleship through the ministry project during the 

eighteen weeks from April 1 to August 31, 2022. Thanks to God’s grace and peace, the 

ministry project was finished and needed to be analyzed for evaluation. This chapter will 

evaluate the project, provide some detailed data about the comparison of participants’ 

perspectives and practices of family discipleship before and after the ministry project, 

and recommend more successful ways for developing the project for future church 

ministry.  

Evaluation of the Project’s Purpose  

As stated at the beginning of the first chapter, the purpose of the project was to 

assist the church to equip parents as the primary disciple-makers of their children at 

Hanmaeum Korean Baptist Church, Louisville, Kentucky. The family-discipleship 

seminar consisted of five teaching sessions: the necessity of family discipleship, family 

ministry, the responsibility of parents at home, biblical principles of discipleship in the 

Old and New Testaments, and practical ways for family discipleship at home. These 

sessions helped parents to understand and acknowledge their duty and spiritual 

responsibility, which was given from the Lord for their children. The five weekly, Bible 

study guides—God’s call to be his family, God’s will for his family, God’s family is 

worshipers, the ways for spiritual growth in God’s family, and the mission of God’s 
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family—provided parents with biblical resources they could use to teach the Bible with 

the title of “the family of God” at home. As a result of this ministry project, the parents at 

HKBC were taught about the biblical principles of family discipleship, challenged to 

conduct spiritual training of their children, and given resources to disciple their children 

faithfully based on the Bible. This purpose was met through the eighteen weeks of the 

project as a training process equipping parents was developed. They conducted their holy 

duty, which was given by the Lord to discipline their children to love and obey God and 

keep his commands for the glory of the Lord and his kingdom.  

Evaluation of the Project’s Goals  

According to the purpose of the project, there were three goals for the ministry 

project: knowing the current parental perspectives and practices of family discipleship, 

developing a biblical parent-training curriculum for family discipleship, and increasing 

the parents’ knowledge and practice of family discipleship.  

The First Goal  

The first goal was to evaluate the current parents’ knowledge and practice of 

biblical disciple-making of their children. This initial objective was measured by 

administering a pre-survey for Family Discipleship Perceptions and Practices to 

participants.1 This objective was considered as successfully met when at least ten parents 

completed the survey and it was analyzed, producing a clearer picture of current 

perspectives and practices of family discipleship. As a result, seventeen participants were 

involved in the pre-survey for FPPS to check their perspectives and practices of family 

discipleship at home, and the data was analyzed.2 Regarding parental perceptions of 

family discipleship, the standard deviation is 5.33. The max score is 43 out of 45, and the 

 
 

1 See appendix 1. 

2 See table A1 in appendix 6. 
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low score is 22 out of 45, and the mean is 30.23 (67 percent). Regarding parental 

practices of family discipleship, the standard deviation is 9.96. The max score is 42 out of 

45, and the low score is 11 out of 45, and the mean is 25.64 (56 percent). The data result 

means that the score is a little bit low for both parental perceptions and practices, and, in 

particular, the parental practices score is relatively low compared with the parental 

perceptions.3 Among seventeen participants, only four parents had a higher practice score 

than the perception score. The results indicate that many participants did not conduct 

family discipleship regularly for their children’s spiritual growth and Christian formation 

at home.  

The detailed answers to each survey question about the parental perspective of 

family discipleship after pre-FPPS are as follows.4 Regarding the parental perspective, 8 

parents among 17, or 53 percent of participants, answered that they would like to conduct 

regular family devotions or Scripture readings in their home but their families are too 

busy to implement this approach right now. Fifteen parents out of 17, or 88 percent of 

participants, responded that the church is where they ought to receive most of their Bible 

teaching, rather than at home. Nine parents among 17, or 53 percent of participants, 

replied that they wish their children would have asked a minister or church leader, instead 

of parents, when children asked them about a biblical or theological question. Seventeen 

parents out of 17, or 100 percent of participants, responded that parents, and particularly 

fathers, have a responsibility to engage personally in a discipleship process with each of 

their children. Twelve parents among 17, or 70 percent of participants, answered that 

church leaders are primarily responsible for discipling children and teaching them to 

share the gospel—not parents. It means many participants believe that the church pastor 

 
 

3 See table A1 in appendix 6. 

4 See appendix 7. 
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is more responsible for children’s spiritual growth than are parents. They tend to depend 

on the church and church leaders for children’s Christian formation—not on parents.  

The detailed answers to the survey questions about the parental practice of 

family discipleship after pre-FPPS are as follows.5 Regarding the parental practices, 10 

parents among 17, or 53 percent of participants, responded that they never prayed aloud 

with any of their children in the past week, other than at mealtimes. Eight parents out of 

17, or 47 percent of participants, answered that they never have read or discussed the 

Bible with any of their children in the past month. Three parents among 17, or 17 percent 

of participants, replied that they never discussed any scriptural or spiritual matters with 

any of their children while engaging in day-to-day activities in the past month. Four 

parents out of 17, or 18 percent of participants, answered that their family never engaged 

in any family devotional or family-worship time in their home. Two people among 17, or 

12 percent of participants, responded that they never have talked with their spouse or 

with a close friend about their children’s spiritual development. Fifteen parents out of 17, 

or 88 percent of participants, replied that they never have intentionally participated with 

their children in witnessing to a non-Christian or inviting a non-Christian to church. Eight 

parents out of 17, or 47 percent of participants, responded that not any church leader ever 

made any contact with them to engage actively in their child’s spiritual development in 

the past year.  

Through the collective data from the pre-survey for FPPS, the correlation 

between parental perspectives and practices of family discipleship was investigated. The 

data collected from the survey questionnaire allowed me to assess each participant’s 

knowledge, attitude, confidence, and willingness as the primary disciple-maker of the 

children, as well as the correlation between the perceptions and practices regarding 

family discipleship. Correlation between parental perception and practice of family 

 
 

5 See appendix 8. 
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discipleship illustrates a positive correlation because it indicates that the values of the two 

variables being analyzed moved in the same direction and the straight line formed an 

ascending slope to the right side.6 The analysis of collected data demonstrates that the 

parental perception and practice of family discipleship have a statistically significant 

correlation between the two variables at HKBC in Louisville because the coefficient of 

determination is 0.50.7  

The result explains that 50 percent of the variance in the parental practice score 

is explained by the variance in the parental perception score. The result of the analysis of 

collected data announces that high parental perception means parents have a high practice 

of family discipleship at home, while low parental perception means parents have a low 

parental practice of family discipleship at home. Fifty percent of the coefficient of 

 
 

6 See figure 1. 

7 See table A2 in appendix 6. 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of data and correlation between parental  

perceptions and practices score 
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determination is not a strong correlation between the two variables, but it shows that it is 

a considerable correlation between the two. A certain amount of shared variance exists 

between them.8  

The analysis of collected data explains that parents with a high perception of 

family discipleship can conduct family discipleship more regularly for the spiritual 

growth of children at home. Based on the analysis of data, HKBC needs to equip parents 

to increase parental perception and practice of family discipleship at home. When parents 

are to be equipped as the primary disciple-makers of their children, they will surely train 

their children to live in the fear of the Lord because there is a considerable correlation 

between the two variables, perception, and practice. Therefore, the first goal was met to 

know the current parents’ knowledge and practice of family discipleship by conducting 

an analysis of the data of the pre-survey for FPPS.  

 
 

8 See figure 2.   

Figure 2. Coefficients of determination 
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The Second Goal  

The second goal was to develop a biblical family-discipleship curriculum to 

aid parents in the disciple-making of their children to live in fear of the Lord. It was 

accomplished with a family-discipleship curriculum, with five weekly Bible-lesson 

guides for the practice of spiritual development of children at home. The initial idea was 

to provide five weekly curricula through a series of family discipleship seminars. 

However, due to the pandemic, the five weekly seminars were combined into two weeks 

of seminars, broken down into sessions 1 through 2, and sessions 3 through 5. As I stated 

in the fourth chapter, the teaching curriculum and five weekly lesson guides were 

provided to every participant during the project. The parents of HKBC were taught and 

practiced family discipleship for the spiritual growth of their children. This objective was 

considered to be successfully met when the curriculum was completed and evaluated. An 

expert panel utilized a rubric to evaluate the teaching methodology, biblical faithfulness, 

and applicability of the curriculum.9 This goal was to be accomplished when a minimum 

of 80 percent of the evaluation criteria reached or exceed the sufficient level. Four pastors 

in HKBC evaluated the curriculum and Bible lesson guides for family discipleship by the 

Curriculum Evaluation Rubric.10 The result of the average rubric score was 98.25 

percent.11 Thus, this goal was attained because the score was more than 80 percent and 

surpassed the sufficient level. 

The Third Goal  

The final goal was to augment the parents’ knowledge and practice of family 

discipleship. This goal was considered successfully met when the t-test for dependent 

samples demonstrated a statistically significant improvement in the pre- and post-survey 

 
 

9 See appendix 2.   

10 See appendix 5.  

11 See table A3 in appendix 6.  
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scores. After participating in family-discipleship seminar with the teaching curriculum, 

17 parents conducted a five-weekly lesson series for family discipleship with their 

children at home and were provided a guideline for these five-lesson guides for family 

discipleship before leading it. This goal was measured by re-administering the Family 

Discipleship Perceptions and Practices Survey and comparing the results with the pre-

FPPS.12  

After taking the post-survey for FPPS, most participants acquired higher scores 

than pre-survey scores.13 The mean of the perception score changed from 30.23 to 35 out 

of 45. The mean of practice score changed from 25.64 to 31.58 out of 45. The average 

perceptions of family discipleship score increased by 10.6 percent, and the average 

practice of the family discipleship score increased by 13.2 percent. This result means that 

the ministry project had a positive influence on participants to increase their parental 

perspectives and practices of family discipleship. When comparing the total pre- and 

post-test scores for FPPS, participant 1 increased 18.8 percent, from 42 to 59 out of 90. 

Participant 2 increased 18.8 percent, from 62 to 79 out of 90. Participant 3 increased 4.4 

percent, from 68 to 72 out of 90. Participant 4 increased 20 percent, from 51 to 69 out of 

90. Participant 5 increased 14.4 percent, from 51 to 64 out of 90. Participant 6 increased 

2.2 percent, from 77 to 79 out of 90. Participant 7 increased 2.2 percent, from 72 to 74 

out of 90. Participant 8 increased 7.7 percent, from 37 to 42 out of 90. Participant 9 

increased 20 percent, from 40 to 47 out of 90. Participant 10 increased 25.5 percent, from 

45 to 56 out of 90. Participant 11 increased 27.7 percent, from 46 to 61 out of 90. 

Participant 12 increased 13.3 percent, from 73 to 85 out of 90. Participant 13 increased 

18.8, from 67 to 84 out of 90. Participant 14 increased 48.8 percent, from 46 to 52 out of 

90. Participant 15 increased 1.1 percent, from 56 to 57 out of 90. Participant 16 increased 

 
 

12 See table A4 in appendix 6. 

13 See table A5 in appendix 6.  
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0 percent, from 79 to 79 out of 90. Participant 17 increased 38.8 percent, from 38 to 73 

out of 90.   

The detailed answers to each survey question about the parental perspective of 

family discipleship after post-FPPS are as follows.14 Regarding the parental perspective, 

3 parents among 17, or 17 percent of participants, responded that they would like to 

conduct regular family devotions or Scripture readings in their home, but their families 

are too busy to implement this approach right away. Ten parents out of 17, or 58 percent 

of participants, answered that the church is where ought to receive most of their Bible 

teaching, rather than at home. Five parents among 17, or 29 percent of participants, 

responded that they wish their children would have asked a minister or church leader, 

instead of parents, when children asked them about a biblical or theological question. 

Seventeen parents out of 17, or 100 percent of participants, replied that parents, and 

particularly fathers, have a responsibility to engage personally in a discipleship process 

with each of their children. Seven parents among 17, or 41 percent of participants, 

responded that church leaders are primarily responsible for discipling children and 

teaching them to share the gospel—not parents. It means not a few participants think that 

the church pastor is mainly responsible for children’s spiritual growth, rather than 

parents. They tend to depend on the church and church leaders for children’s Christian 

formation—not on parents. Many parents still feel that church leaders should train their 

children, instead of themselves.  

The detailed answers to the survey questions about the parental practice of 

family discipleship after post-FPPS are as follows.15 Regarding parental practices, 1 

parent among 17, or 5 percent of participants, responded that they never prayed aloud 

with any of their children in the past week, other than at mealtimes. Two parents out of 

 
 

14 See appendix 9. 

15 See appendix 10. 
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17, or 11 percent of participants, answered that they never have read or discussed the 

Scriptures with any of their children in the past month. No parent among 17, or 0 percent 

of participants, responded that they never discussed any biblical or spiritual matters with 

any of their children while engaging in day-to-day activities in the past month. Two 

parents out of 17, or 11 percent of participants, answered that their family never engaged 

in any family devotional or family-worship time in their home. No people among 17, or 0 

percent of participants, replied that they have never talked with their spouse or with a 

close friend about their children’s spiritual development. Eleven parents out of 17, or 64 

percent of participants, answered that they never have intentionally participated with their 

children in witnessing to a non-Christian or inviting a non-Christian to church. Four 

parents out of 17, or 23 percent of participants, responded that not any church leader ever 

made any contact with them to engage actively in their child’s spiritual development in 

the past year. The following table is the result of the t-test for the dependent sample.  

Table 1. T-test for dependent // samples 

T-test: Paired Two Sample for Means 

 Pre-Survey Post-Survey 

Mean 

Variance 

Observations 

55.88 

207.73 

17 

66.58 

171.00 

17 

Pearson Correlation 

Hypothesized Mean Difference 

df 

t Stat 

0.56 

0 

16 

4.9712 

 

P(T<=t) one-tail 

t Critical one-tail 

0.000069 

1.746 

 

P(T<=t) two-tail 

t Critical two-tail 

0.000139 

2.12 

 

 

The Pearson Correlation between the two samples is 0.56, and this result 

shows a considerable correlation between the pre- and post-survey scores FPPS. The 
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objective was considered as successfully met if a t-test for the dependent sample 

demonstrates statistically significant improvement. The t-stat value is 4.9712. The t-test 

results confirm a statistically significant difference in increasing perceptions and 

practices of family discipleship for those parents who participated in the project. The 

measure for this objective included a post-training survey, and the goal was met when a t-

test for dependent samples illustrated a positive, statistically significant difference 

between pre- and post-training survey scores: t(16) = 4.9712, p < .0001. Since the absolute 

value of the calculated t exceeds the critical value (4.9712 > 2.12), the means are 

significantly different. The third goal was considered successful because a positive, 

statistically significant correlation exists between the pre- and post-scores of FPPS. 

Consequently, after analyzing collective data and the t-test, the third goal was reached 

although it was not an excellent, but a successful, result statistically.  

Strengths of the Project  

The first strength of the project is the biblical foundation for family 

discipleship. It is based on the Bible. The project provided what the Scripture says about 

parents’ responsibility for the spiritual development of children at home. The Lord’s 

main concern in the entire Bible is the salvation of the lost, the family of God (Luke 

19:10). The Lord commanded that parents should train their household to know God’s 

commands, love the Lord, and obey his Words in the fear of God (Gen 18:18-19; Deut 

6:4-9). In addition, parents must not hide the Lord’s wonderful works for the salvation of 

his people and let their children place trust in God for prosperous lives unless they perish 

like unfaithful ancestors, those who were against God (Ps 78:1-8). The apostle Paul 

recommended that parents should disciple their children in the way of the Lord, his 

discipline, and instruction (Eph 6:4). God gave the Great Commission to all Christians 

who want to follow the Lord in disciple-making. Parents must follow God’s command to 

make disciples of their children at home for the glory of the Lord (Matt 28:19-20). These 
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are all parents’ responsibilities for the spiritual growth of their children. When parents 

and children follow the Lord’s commands, everything will be good for a meaningful life 

in the grace of God (Rom 8:28).  

The second strength of the project is providing practical ways for family 

discipleship at home through the teaching curriculum. Five teaching sessions instructed 

biblical principles of discipleship and family-equipping models as practical ways for 

family discipleship at home with children. Many parents in the current church context 

have not acknowledged the way for family discipleship at home. Through the teaching 

curriculum, parents were taught the scriptural principle of discipleship and learned easy 

ways for practical family discipleship at home: family worship (read, pray, and praise in 

ten minutes); Bible study with prayer meeting (finding God, people, and promise); the 

quiet time; Bible-memory card; catechism study; family mealtimes for faith talk; and 

family evangelism. The Bible suggests utilizing faith talk for the spiritual growth of 

children at home (Deut 6:8-9). Parents were trained to use faith talk, faith walks, and faith 

process for children’s spiritual formation in the process of family discipleship at home.16 

When parents follow the principles of discipleship based on the Scriptures, the Lord will 

bless the family and the church for his glory.   

The last strength of the project is to suggest five, weekly lesson guides for the 

practice of family discipleship at home with children. The Bible lesson guides are offered 

to know “the family of God” and how to live gospel-centered lives for the kingdom of the 

Lord and his glory. The weekly lesson guides, with the theme of “the family of God” for 

the practice of family discipleship at home, comprise five lessons: (1) God’s call to be his 

family; (2) God’s will for his family; (3) God’s family is worshipers; (4) the ways for 

spiritual growth in God’s family; and (5) the mission of God’s family. Through five 

 
 

16 Timothy P. Jones, Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your Church Can Equip Parents to 
Make Disciples (Indianapolis: Wesleyan, 2011), 151-70. 
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weekly lesson guides, parents examined how to become the Lord’s family. They are 

worshipers as the Lord’s family. They should follow the Lord’s will, the Great 

Commandment, and love God and neighbors. For growing up as the Lord’s children, they 

must pray and read the Scripture for spiritual formation, and the family of God ought to 

follow the Great Commission—disciple-making to seek the lost for the joy of the Lord 

and his kingdom. With these five lessons, parents conducted family discipleship by 

letting their children know who they really are and the way to live gospel-centered lives 

for the glory of the Lord as members of the family of God. Through five weekly lesson 

guides for the practice of family discipleship, parents shared the identity of the family of 

the Lord and performed family discipleship at home with their children to obey and fear 

God for the joy of the Lord and his kingdom. 

Weaknesses of the Project 

There are some areas for improvement of the ministry project. The first 

weakness of the project is that since it was carried out during the pandemic, it was quite 

difficult to have enough time for the implementation of the project. For this reason, 

teaching sessions were held for just two weeks instead of five weeks. The participants 

were taught the whole curriculum for two weeks, but it put pressure on them to 

understand all the curricula because of the amount to learn about family discipleship. 

Two and a half hours of training time for the family-discipleship seminar was not good 

for all the participants after Sunday worship service. In addition, psychological anxiety 

about virus infection was in the minds of the participants while conducting the ministry 

project.   

Second, there was a weakness in the family discipleship seminars for the 

ministry project. I decided to hold lecture-oriented, education and training seminars for 

parents because I did not have enough time for the ministry project during the pandemic. 

For this reason, it was not possible to hold a small-group meeting for participants during 
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the training seminar to exchange or discuss their opinions among themselves about the 

spiritual training of children and their difficulties or problems with conducting family 

discipleship with their children at home. This is another one of the weaknesses of the 

ministry project.  

Suggested Changes for the Project  

As I stated before in evaluating the third goal, the result was good and 

successful because the t-test showed statistically significant improvement for the 

dependent sample between pre- and post-surveys for FPPS. It was not an excellent result, 

though, because the average mean score was still not high. Parents still require more 

training for family discipleship with practice at home. One of the main reasons might be 

that there was no parent-training curriculum seminar for family discipleship at HKBC 

before conducting the ministry project. 

If the project were to be carried out again, two aspects would be accomplished 

differently. First of all, it is necessary to secure enough time to proceed with the project. 

There was not enough time due to the pandemic, and there were large and small 

difficulties in the process of the ministry project. It would be more beneficial if the 

project were processed with enough time so that participants can receive quality 

education and training for family discipleship. I would like to add a small-group meeting 

among participants during the training seminar. Through the small-group meeting, 

participants can exchange information about spiritual training, their personal interests, 

and their difficulties or problems in conducting family discipleship at home with their 

children. Through the small-group meeting in the training seminar, participants can 

receive encouragement and strength from one another for family discipleship.  

Second, I want to change the project in a way that maximizes the synergistic 

effect by limiting the number of participants. During the family-discipleship seminar, 

even those who did not apply for the project were allowed to attend the training seminar 
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because many church members wanted the church ministry to start again with vitality 

during the pandemic. However, it was a factor to diminish the enthusiasm of the 

applicants who really wanted to participate in the entire process of the project since some 

people were not faithful in their participation. They just attended seminars but were not 

sincere about the project. They did not conduct a survey and practices for the family 

discipleship at home with their children. If the project were to be repeated, I would wish 

to proceed with a high-quality project by limiting the participation opportunity to merely 

true applicants, who have decided to complete all the project courses sincerely with pre- 

and post-surveys, training seminars, and conducting family discipleship with their 

children at home.   

Theological Reflections  

The first theological reflection about the project is that the Lord bestows the 

primary responsibility on parents for the spiritual growth of their children for the 

kingdom of God.17 Deuteronomy 6 is the most important Scripture for family 

discipleship. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 instructs parents to love the Lord and his commands 

first, and they need to teach the Shema to the next generation diligently and continuously 

anytime, anywhere, and always. In the Bible, Moses emphasizes that parents should love 

God and his commands with all their heart, soul, and strength before training their 

children. This is a starting point for family discipleship, and then Moses describes in 

more detail ways to disciple children at home. He explains that parents should teach the 

Shema to their children diligently when sitting at home, lying down, getting up, and 

walking on the road—putting the Word on one’s wrist, making it a sign, putting it on 

one’s forehead, and making it a mark. In other words, it means parents should lead and 

 
 

17 James M. Hamilton Jr., “That the Coming Generation Might Praise the Lord: Family 
Discipleship in the Old Testament,” in Trained in the Fear of God: Family Ministry in Theological, 
Historical, and Practical Perspective, ed. Randy Stinson and Timothy P. Jones (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 
2011), 33-43. 
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train children always inside and outside the home for children’s spiritual growth to be 

near to the Lord and keep his commands. According to the Scripture, parents should not 

forget their primary responsibility for their children’s spiritual training to put trust in God 

and keep his commands always. It is quite clear that parents’ primary responsibility is to 

establish a good environment for the spiritual formation of children at home and train 

them diligently and continuously anytime, anywhere, and always. As the role models of 

faith and primary spiritual trainers of their children, Christian parents must love the 

Shema first, and they should do their best for family discipleship to increase the spiritual 

formation of their children.  

The second theological reflection concerning the project is that the church has 

the secondary responsibility for the family discipleship of children from Christian 

families.18 Paul declares that the major role of church leaders is preparing saints for the 

work of ministry and to augment the body of Christ, the church, in Ephesians 4:11-12. In 

these verses, Paul emphasizes that the chief role of church leaders is readying the people 

of the Lord for the work of ministry. Through their ministries, the church will increase 

for God’s glory. Christian parents are members of the body of Christ. Church leaders 

must equip parents for the work of ministry, particularly for training their children to live 

gospel-centered lives for the glory of the Lord. God has church leaders ready fellow 

Christians to serve in ministry for building up the body of Christ and becoming mature, 

Christlike Christians. The church should prepare parents as primary disciple-makers in 

their children’s lives. The church’s role to equip parents to be the primary disciple-

makers of their children is extremely crucial for family discipleship. The body of Christ, 

the church should equip and support parents to be the primary disciple-makers of their 

children for the ministry of Christ and his glory.  

 
 

18 Paul Renfro, Brandon Shields, and Jay Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry: 3 Views, 
ed. Timothy P. Jones (Nashville: B & H Academic, 2009), 143-46. 
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The last theological reflection regarding the project is that the Lord utilizes the 

church and the Christian family for the everlasting kingdom of God and his glory. The 

Lord has been using families for God’s kingdom and the glory of the Lord (Gen 18:18-

19; Deut 6:4-9). Additionally, the Lord has been employing the church for his glory and 

his kingdom (Matt 16:18-19; 28:19-20; Eph 1:22-23; 4:11-12). The Lord uses these two 

institutions to save the lost and constructs his everlasting kingdom for his glory. The 

leaders of the church and parents of Christian families must be coworkers for family 

discipleship to make disciples of Christ and to place their trust in the Lord and love and 

obey his commands.19 The Bible shows the mind of the Lord really wants to seek and 

save the lost (Luke 19:10; 1 Tim 2:4). The Lord will complete his everlasting kingdom of 

heaven through the body of Christ, the church, and the family of God for his glory. As 

disciples of Christ and the family of God, Christian parents should follow the Lord’s will 

to seek the lost and save them by preaching the gospel, along with discipleship.20 

Children are the lost ones whom the Lord wants to seek, to save, and to become part of 

the family of God. The Lord’s two institutions—the church and the Christian family—

should cooperate together for the joy of God and his everlasting kingdom.  

Personal Reflections 

I have experienced the Lord’s grace and peace during the process of this 

ministry project at HKBC in Louisville, Kentucky. First of all, it was a valuable time to 

study family discipleship based on the Scripture and practical ways of spiritual training 

for children. I believe the dream of the Lord, the kingdom of God will eventually come 

true through his body, the church, and the Christian family. The entire Bible shows that 

 
 

19 Robert L. Plummer, “Bring Them Up in the Discipline and Instruction of the Lord: Family 
Discipleship Among the First Christians,” in Stinson and Jones, Trained in the Fear of God, 54-59. 

20 See Matthew 28:19-20. Christ says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
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the Lord uses the family to save the lost. The spiritual training of children by parents is 

related to God’s salvation. For this reason, the Lord commanded Abraham, the ancestor 

of faith, to keep and obey his commands for his children and households for their 

salvation. The reason for choosing him was to train his children to keep and obey the 

Lord’s commands for their salvation (Gen 18:19). I believe family discipleship should be 

performed by parents and must be implemented for the salvation and Christian formation 

of children and every household. It was a quite beneficial time to study family 

discipleship in the Bible and the history of the church.  

Second, it was a good time to aid the church to equip parents to be primary 

disciple-makers of their children. During the eighteen weeks of project implementation, 

HKBC was able to be one for family discipleship. Many parents struggled with their 

children’s spiritual growth, but they have not been able to practice discipleship training at 

home because they did not know how to train their children for spiritual growth. 

Numerous participants were thankful for the training seminar because they learned about 

family discipleship and training principles in the Bible and practical ways for the spiritual 

training of their children at home. It was not easy to start family discipleship at home 

because they were not accustomed to it, but they attempted to conduct the family 

discipleship with their children for their spiritual growth, and they completed the entire 

training week. I hope and pray to the Lord that family discipleship will continue in each 

HKBC home by parents training their children for spiritual growth and living gospel-

centered lives for the glory of God and his kingdom.  

Third, the project became an opportunity to have a closer spiritual relationship 

with my children. Through this project, I was able to hold a weekly family worship and 

Bible-study meeting at home with my children. During the process of the project, I 

became deeply affectionate with and interested in my children, and it was a nice time to 

communicate with them spiritually. I believe that family discipleship is a blessing to 

share the Word of the Lord with my children at home. As Christian parents, we cannot 
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receive any guarantees of the salvation of the souls of our children because salvation 

belongs to the Lord—not to parents. However, the best thing we can do as parents is to 

hope that our children will personally meet Jesus, walk with him throughout their lives, 

and live gospel-centered lives according to the Lord’s will. The Bible reads, “Train a 

child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it” (Prov 22:6). I 

feel that good habits are beneficial for living a spiritual life in the Lord. As a Christian 

parent, I hope and pray that my children will live sincere, gospel-centered lives with 

glorious worship, praising God, and keeping and following his commands until they die 

of old age before meeting the Lord eye-to-eye in heaven.  

Conclusion  

This ministry project explored biblical discipleship and parents’ perceptions 

and practices of family discipleship as primary disciple-makers of their children at HKBC 

in Louisville, Kentucky. I completed this ministry project with the grace of the Lord as 

well as with the help of seventeen participants. I am thankful to the congregation of 

HKBC for allowing me to conduct the project. As the primary disciple-makers of 

children, Christian parents have a responsibility to raise their children to obey and fear 

the Lord (Gen 18:19). Parents should disciple their children to know the Shema (Deut 

6:4-9) and the Lord’s marvelous works for saving his people; place their trust in God; 

love and obey his commands for the glory of the Lord (Ps 78:4-8); and keep developing 

Christian formation of children in the way of the Lord (Eph 6:4).  

The church is additionally responsible for equipping parents to be the principal 

disciplers of children for helping them to become members of the church—by baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—and to be a trained 

disciple-maker who can multiply to seek the lost and save them by preaching the gospel 

of Christ according to the Lord’s commands (Matt 28:19-20). The church should support 
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and prepare parents to conduct family discipleship with their children at home by the 

grace of the Lord (Eph 4:11-12).  

As a parent of a Christian family and a pastor of the local church, I have a 

mission to lead my family to be a godly home and should assist the church to ready 

parents to be the primary disciple-makers of their children for building a godly home with 

their family. To accomplish this mission, I hope and pray that the body of Christ—the 

church—and the family, both of which were built by the Lord, should cooperate for the 

salvation and spiritual formation of children to know God’s grace and love, and to live 

gospel-centered lives for the glory of the Lord and his everlasting kingdom. 
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APPENDIX 1 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP PERCEPTIONS AND 
PRACTICES SURVEY 

The following survey was employed to provide a picture of the strengths and 

weaknesses of current family discipleship knowledge and practice among parents in 

Hanmaeum Korean Baptist Church.   
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FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP PERCEPTIONS AND PRACTICES SURVEY 

 

 

Agreement to Participate 

The research in which you are about to participate is designed to measure your current 

perceptions and practices of family discipleship. This research is being conducted by 

Jonghun Kim for the purpose of his doctoral-project research. In this research, you 

will indicate whether you agree or disagree and explain how often you participate in 

various activities regarding family discipleship. Any information you provide will be held 

strictly confidential, and at no time will your name be reported, or your name identified 

with your responses. Participation in this study is totally voluntary, and you are free to 

withdraw from the study at any time. By completing this survey, you are furnishing 

informed consent for the use of your responses in this research. 

 

Please provide the following information:  

1. Please provide your date of birth in numeric form (Ex: 060582 for June 5, 1982) 

to be used as identification during the project: _________________ 

2. What are the ages and gender of your children?  

3. How many years have you been attended Hanmaeum Korean Baptist Church?  

 

By completing this survey, you are offering informed consent for the use of your 

responses 

in this research. 

[ ] I agree to participate. 

[ ] I do not agree to participate. 

 

Directions: Answer the questions and statements below, utilizing the following options:  

(1) Place a check by multiple-choice answers and, (2) based on the following scale, circle 

the option that best represents your agreement with the statement:  

Strongly Disagree, Disagree, Disagree Somewhat, Agree Somewhat, Agree, Strongly 

Agree, Never, Once, A couple of times, Three or four times, Five or six times, Seven or 

more times.  

 

FAMILY-DISCIPLESHIP PERCEPTIONS AND PRACTICES SURVEY1 

This instrument is intended for parents with children living at home. For the purpose of 

this survey, “church leaders” include pastors, ministers, deacons, teachers, or small group 

leaders. 

 

Part 1: Parental Perceptions  

1. I prioritize consistent family devotional or worship times in my family’s schedule. 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree  

 

Strongly 

Agree 

 

 
 

1 Survey adapted from Timothy P. Jones, Family Ministry Field Guide: How Your Church Can 
Equip Parents to Make Disciples (Indianapolis: Wesleyan, 2011), 202-3.  
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2. I would like to conduct regular family devotions or Scripture readings in our 

home, but my family is just too busy for that right now. It will probably be that 

way for quite a while. 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree  

 

Strongly 

Agree 

 

3. The church is where children ought to receive most of their Bible teaching. 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree  

 

Strongly 

Agree 

 

4. When my child spontaneously asks a biblical or theological question, I really wish 

that my child would have asked a minister or other church leader instead of me. 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree  

 

Strongly 

Agree 

 

5. I want to do whatever it takes for my child to succeed in certain sports or school 

activities – even if that means my family is too busy some weeks to eat any meals 

together. 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree  

 

Strongly 

Agree 

 

6. Parents – and particularly fathers – have a responsibility to engage personally in a 

discipleship process with each of their children. 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree  

 

Strongly 

Agree 

 

7. Church leaders are the people primarily responsible for discipline my children and 

teaching them to share the gospel with others.  
Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree  

 

Strongly 

Agree 

 

8. My church has helped me to develop a clear plan for my child’s spiritual growth. 
Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree  

 

Strongly 

Agree 

 

Part 2: Parental Practices 

1. Other than mealtimes, how many times in the past WEEK have I prayed aloud 

with any of my children? 
Never Once  A couple  

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or  

six times 

Seven or 

more times 

 

2. How many times in the past WEEK has my family eaten a meal together with 

television, music, and other similar media turned off? 
Never Once  A couple  

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or  

six times 

Seven or 

more times 
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3. How many times in the past MONTH have I read or discussed the Bible with any 

of my children? 
Never Once  A couple  

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or  

six times 

Seven or 

more times 

 

4. How many times in the past MONTH have I discussed any biblical or spiritual 

matters with any of my children while engaging in day-to-day activities? 
Never Once  A couple  

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or  

six times 

Seven or 

more times 

 

5. How many times in the past TWO MONTHS has my family engaged in any 

family devotional or worship time in our home? 
Never Once  A couple  

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or  

six times 

Seven or 

more times 

 

6. How many times in the past TWO MONTHS have I talked with my spouse or 

with a close friend about my children’s spiritual development?   
Never Once  A couple  

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or  

six times 

Seven or 

more times 

 

7. How many times in the past YEAR have I intentionally participated with one or 

more of my children in witnessing to a non-Christian or inviting a non-Christian 

to church? 
Never Once  A couple  

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or  

six times 

Seven or 

more times 

 

8. How often in the past year has any church leader made any contact with me to 

help me to engage actively in my child’s spiritual development? 

 
Never Once  A couple  

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or  

six times 

Seven or 

more times 
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APPENDIX 2 

CURRICULUM EVALUATION RUBRIC 

The following rubric was provided to a panel of four experts. This panel 

evaluated the curriculum to ensure it was biblically accurate, sufficiently thorough, clear 

in presentation, and practical.  



   

112 

  

Family Discipleship Curriculum Evaluation Tool  

Lesson to be Evaluated 

 1= insufficient 2=requires attention 3= sufficient 4=exemplary 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

The lesson is clearly relevant to the 

issue of family discipleship in the 

home. 

          

The material is faithful to the Bible’s 

teaching about family discipleship.  

          

The material is theologically sound.            

The thesis of the lesson is clearly 

stated.  

          

The points of the lesson clearly 

support the thesis.  

          

The lesson contains points of 

practical application.  

          

The lesson is sufficiently thorough in 

its coverage of the material.  

          

Overall, the lesson is clearly 

presented.  

          

The five teaching sessions are easy to 

use.  

          

The five-week lesson guides for 

conducting family discipleship are 

easy to use. 

          

The curriculum is supportive of our 

church’s faith and tradition. 

          

The curriculum is glorifying to 

Christ. 
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APPENDIX 3 

THE TEACHING CURRICULUM FOR FAMILY 
DISCIPLESHIP 

The following curriculum was designed to teach parents how to be the primary 

disciplers of their children. It was made up of five sessions: (1) the necessity for family 

discipleship, (2) family ministry, (3) the responsibility of parents with biblical principles 

of discipleship in the Old Testament, (4) the responsibility of parents with biblical 

principles of discipleship in the New Testament, and (5) the practical ways for family 

discipleship at home with advice.   
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TEACHING SESSION 1: 

The Necessity for Family Discipleship  

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” 

(Prov 22:6)  

I. Introduction  

II. What is family discipleship?  

A. Definition: Ryan Steenburg defines family discipleship as “the process 

which takes place when parents guide their children through regular and 

intentional practices which focus on knowledge of Scripture, reverence for 

God, and obedience to Christ.”1 

B. What are the ultimate goals of family discipleship? 

1. Knowledge of the Bible 

2. Reverence for God  

3. Obedience to Christ  

4. Regular and intentional practices 

5. Leading their children by parents   

III. Why do parents hold family discipleship at home?   

A. The Bible shows that family discipleship is God’s command, and it is a 

privilege and responsibility given to all parents who believe in the Lord. 

1. Genesis 18:18-19  

2. Psalm 78:1-8  

 
 

1 W. Ryan Steenburg, Effective Practices for Training Parents in Family Discipleship: A 
Mixed Methods Study (PhD diss., The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2010), 8. 



   

115 

3. Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

4. Matthew 28:19-20  

5. Ephesians 6:4 

6. 2 Timothy 1:5  

B. People think of the necessity of family discipleship from the sense of 

spiritual crisis that is currently being experienced at home and church.  

1. A sense of spiritual crisis at home 

a. Several spiritual dialogues between parents and children 

b. As a parent, is it possible to listen to your children’s concerns and 

provide biblical advice based on the Word of God, rather than 

worldly advice? 

c. Severing spiritual communication with children at home can come 

as a spiritual crisis in the family. 

d. Lesson from Eli’s family, who failed spiritual education (1 Sam 

2:12-36) 

e. Restore spiritual communication with your children before it is too 

late as in Eli’s family.   

2. A sense of spiritual crisis at church  

a. Young people who will be responsible for the next generation of 

the church are disappearing.  

b. The phenomenon of young people leaving a church is common. 
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c. This is the sense of spiritual crisis that churches experience when 

considering the future of the church, and it is necessary to seek 

alternatives. 

3. Why should parents conduct family discipleship at home? 

a. It is the privilege and responsibility that God has given to parents. 

b. Family discipleship must be implemented and accomplished to 

overcome the sense of crisis in the family and church of the times 

and to fulfill the mission of the church, as well.   
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TEACHING SESSION 2: 

Family Ministry 

“Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.” 

(Ps 127:3) 

I. Introduction  

II. What is family ministry?  

A. Definition: Randy Stinson and Timothy Paul Jones define family ministry 

as “the process of intentionally and persistently coordinating a 

congregation’s proclamation and practices so that parents are 

acknowledged, trained, and held accountable as primary disciple-makers 

in their children’s lives.”2 

B. Family ministry is focused on family discipleship. Therefore, it is 

important for all members of the church, the congregation, and parents to 

proclaim and acknowledge the fact that parents are the primary spiritual 

trainers of their children for family ministry.  

C. What is the most important in family ministry?  

1. The church should train parents and establish them as primary spiritual 

trainers for their children. 

2. Parents must train their children to love and obey the Lord and raise 

them up as disciples of Jesus.  

III. Best models for family ministry 

 
 

2 Randy Stinson and Timothy P. Jones, eds., Trained in the Fear of God: Family Ministry in 
Theological, Historical, and Practical Perspective (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2011), 15. 
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A. Family-Integrated Model 

1. “The church eliminates age-segregated programs and events. All or 

nearly all programs and events are multi-generational, with a strong 

focus on parents’ responsibility to evangelize and to disciple their own 

children.”3  

2. Special features  

a. The church eliminates age-segregated programs and events. 

b. This kind of church focuses on age-integrated—not segmented—

family evangelism and discipleship, and training leaders for 

parents. 

c. Sunday-worship services with all congregation members including 

children. 

B. Family-Based Model 

1. This model merges “a comprehensive-coordinative vision for parents 

with the segmented-programmatic perspective that remains prevalent 

in many contemporary churches.”4 

2. Special features  

a. No radical changes exist in the church’s internal structure. 

 
 

3 Paul Renfro, Brandon Shields, and Jay Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry: Three 
Views (Nashville: B & H Academic, 2009), 52. 

4 Stinson and Jones, Trained in the Fear of God, 25. 
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b. A special characteristic of this model is to keep the church’s 

programmatic structure and concentrate on partnership with the 

family. 

c. The church’s leadership calls for parents’ participation in church 

ministry and stresses the parents’ spiritual leadership for their 

households to grow toward maturity in Christ. 

C. Family-Equipping Model 

1. Timothy Jones describes that “family-equipping ministry reworks the 

church’s entire structure to call parents to disciple their children at 

every level of the church’s work. Every aspect of the congregation’s 

life consciously co-champions the church’s ministry and the parent’s 

responsibility.”5 

2. Special features  

a. Reworking the church’s entire structure for family ministry  

b. A church equips parents to be the primary disciple-makers for 

children. 

c. Focus on spiritual growth by God’s Word—not by program and 

events  

3. The tools for family-equipping ministry  

a. Faith Talk  

b. Faith Walks  

c. Faith Process  

 
 

5 Renfro, Shields, and Strother, Perspectives on Family Ministry, 44. 
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IV. Biblical understanding about children for family discipleship 

A. Children are God’s gift (Ps 127:3-5).    

B. Children are sinners, who were born with original sin (Rom 3:23) and will 

die because of sins (Heb 9:27).  

C. Children will be brothers and sisters in heaven (Luke 20:36).  

D. Parents must acknowledge that Jesus is the Lord at each Christian home 

for family discipleship.  

1. Jesus’s leadership and lordship at home  

2. Lessons from Eli’s family, who failed in spiritual education (1 Sam 

2:12-36)  

a. The problems of two sons, Hophni and Phinehas 

• Eli’s sons were evil and did not know the Lord (1 Sam 

2:12). 

• Contempt of Lord’s sacrifice (worship), a great sin against 

God (1 Sam 2:17) 

• Sleeping with the women who served at the entrance to the 

tent of meeting (1 Sam 2:22) 

• Disobedience to their father’s instruction, Eli’s words (1 

Sam 2:25) 

b. Eli’s errors as a parent in the Bible  

• Honoring his two sons more than God (1 Sam 2:29) 

• Feeding his own family with a gift offered to God (1 Sam 

2:29) 
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c. The main reason for the fall of Eli’s family: False love for children 

and failure of spiritual education for them 

d. “Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will 

not turn from it.” (Prov 22:6) 

E. God’s story for saving the children of God    

1. Genesis (Gen 1:26-31; 2:15-16)  

2. Fall (Gen 3:15-24)  

3. Redemption (Rom 5:9-11; 1 Cor 15:20-28; Gal 3:10-14)  

4. Consummation (Rev 19:9-16; 21:1-5)  
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TEACHING SESSION 3: 

The Responsibility of Parents at Home and 

Biblical Principles of Discipleship in the Old Testament 

 

I. Introduction 

II. Genesis 18:18-19  

A. Outline  

1. God’s promise: “All nations will be blessed through Abraham” (v. 18). 

2. God’s command: “Keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness 

and justice” (v. 19). 

3. God, who chose Abraham as the father of faith, commanded him, 

saying, “I chose him to command his children and his household to 

keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness and justice” (v. 19). 

4. That is, Abraham tells his children, as a father, that it is his 

responsibility to keep and obey the way of the Lord, the Word of God.  

5. Genesis 18 suggests that fathers and parents who believe in the Lord 

have a responsibility to teach and guide their children to keep the 

Word of God and to live by it. 

B. The Scriptural principles of discipleship  

1. The contents of discipleship  

a. The way of the Lord  

b. Righteousness and justice  

2. The way of discipleship   

a. Keeping and doing God’s Word  

3. Parental responsibility  
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a. Teaching and keeping God’s commands and words for their 

children 

b. Doing and obedience  

C. Application    

1. Apply to home 

a. Why did God choose Abraham as the ancestor of faith?  

• To keep his children and household in the way of the Lord 

(v. 19).  

b. Why did God choose us to be the parents of our children?  

• To teach and keep the Word of God for our children and 

family (v. 19). 

c. Why did God make us believe in Jesus to be saved and become the 

father and mother of our children? 

• To share the gospel of the Lord, who has become life, with 

our children and family, and to save souls by keeping and 

obeying it. 

2. The apostle Paul’s confession: “I am obligated both to Greeks and 

non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish” (Rom 1:14). 

3. Parents should have a heart indebted to the gospel in their children. 

a. When parents possess a debtor’s heart, they become humble like 

Paul. 

b. Recognizing that the reason for choosing me and saving me is 

God’s plan to preach the gospel to my children and save them is 
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essential for parents who are engaged in family discipleship at 

home. 

c. When we understand the heart of God who saved us for the sake of 

our child’s salvation, we come to realize that “my children are my 

life-saver.” 

 

III. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

A. Outline  

1. Shema: Deuteronomy 6:4-9 is known as the Shema in the Jewish 

tradition after the first word of verse 4, the imperative of the verb 

Shema, which means “to hear.”6 Traditionally, religious Jews recite the 

Shema two times daily for their devotional life.7  

2. Love the Lord and his commands first (vv. 4-6).  

3. Teach the Shema to the next generation diligently and continuously 

anytime, anywhere, and always (vv. 7-9).  

B. Biblical Principles of Family Discipleship  

1. Contents of Discipleship 

a. The Lord our God is one Lord (v. 4). 

b. Love God with all your heart, soul, and strength (v. 5). 

• “To love God” means  

 
 

6 Eugene H. Merrill, Deuteronomy, NAC, vol. 4 (Nashville: B & H, 1994), 162. 

7 Walter A. Elwell ed., “Shema,” in Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: 
Baker Book House, 1988), 1945. 
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✓ “Choosing God for an intimate relationship with 

him and obedience to his commandments.”8 (Roy 

Zuck) 

✓ Choosing being near to God and obedience to his 

commands 

• “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 

all your soul, and with all your strength” means to “love 

God with all its essence and expression.”9 (Eugene H. 

Merrill)  

2. The Ways of Discipleship  

a. Parents, Shema, the Word of God, take it to heart first (v. 6). (Be 

on your hearts) 

• In the beginning of family discipleship, parents must first 

take the Shema, the Word of God, and stand right in the 

Word. 

• The start of spiritual education for children at home is 

based on the faith of parents. 

b. Teaching the Word of God diligently (vv. 7-9) 

• Teach your children to understand and let them know the 

Word of God. 

 
 

8 John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, eds., The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, 
Bible Knowledge Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 274. 

9 Merrill, Deuteronomy, 164. 
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• When sitting at home, when lying down, when getting up 

(at home)  

• When walking on the road (outside)  

• Putting the word on your wrist, making it a sign, putting it 

on your forehead, and making it a mark.  

✓ Always keep the word close to your body.  

✓ Make the word visible anywhere.   

✓ Create an environment in which children can see 

and meditate on God’s Word in their daily lives. 

c. Write the Word, so that you can see it with your eyes every day.   

C. Application  

1. Apply to home  

2. Always try to be a role model of a parent (father and mother who are 

close to God’s Word) (v. 7). 

3. Lead and nurture your children, so that they can start and end their day 

with the Word (v. 7). 

4. It is crucial to always create a good environment for thinking and 

meditating on the Word (vv. 8-9). 

D. Parents’ Responsibilities and Roles for Children’s Spirituality 

1. The apostle Paul’s exhortation: “Therefore faith comes from hearing, 

and hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom 10:17). 

2. As the Apostle Paul confessed that the beginning of faith is possible 

when we listen to the Word, “creating a good environment” for 
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children to have complete faith and obedience to the Word and to 

approach and meditate on the Word at home is to love God. Please 

don’t forget that it is the duty and role of parents to make a good 

environment for the spiritual formation of children.  

IV. Psalm 78:1-8  

A. Outline  

1. Psalm 78 says about parents’ responsibility for family discipleship.  

2. Listen to God’s Word (vv. 1-2).  

3. Tell God’s story to the next generation (vv. 3-6).  

4. Place trust in God, don’t forget his deeds, and keep his commands (v. 

7).  

5. Don’t take after a stubborn and rebellious generation of those who 

were against God (v. 8). 

B. Biblical Principles of Family Discipleship  

1. The Contents of Discipleship  

a. What you heard from your parents (v. 4)   

b. The glorious deeds of the Lord, His might, the wonders that he has 

done (v. 4)  

• Let your children know about the works of salvation that 

God has done for his people.  

• Teach your children that the Lord is our God, and he is our 

heavenly father and the living God who saves us.  

• Let your children know and believe in the real God.  
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• “The fool says in his heart, there is no God” (Ps 14:1). 

2. The Ways of Discipleship  

a.  Do not hide God’s work of salvation from your children (v. 4). 

b. Say what you know about God’s grace and love you experienced 

in active action, rather than a passive attitude.  

• Be aware that the spiritual laziness of parents can ruin their 

children. 

• The spiritual laziness of Eli the priest (1 Sam 2:12-36) 

C. The Benefits of Family Discipleship 

1. Obedience to God’s commandment (v. 5)  

2. Placing hope in God (v. 7)  

a. “But for me, it is good to be near God” (Ps 73:28). 

3. Remembering God’s work of salvation (v. 7) 

4. Keeping obedience to God’s command (v. 7) 

5. Not taking after rebellious generations who were against God (v. 8)  

6. Family discipleship is essential for children’s salvation and spiritual 

growth and maturity. 

D. Application  

1. Apply to home 

2. Apostle Paul saying:  

a. “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel” (1 Cor 9:16). 

b. “How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never 
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heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?” 

(Rom 10:14). 

3. Believe that it is a privilege and mission given to parents to share and 

make known the Creator God whom I know, Jesus, and his gospel to 

my beloved children. 

E. Parental Responsibility  

1. Transfer God’s amazing grace and works of salvation for his people.  

2. Let your children put hope in God, and let them obey God and keep 

his commands.  
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TEACHING SESSION 4:  

The Responsibility of Parents at Home  

and Biblical Principles of Discipleship in the New Testament 

 

I. Introduction  

II. Matthew 28:19-20  

A. Outline  

1. Go, and make disciples of all nations (v. 19). 

2. Baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit  

(v. 19). 

3. Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you (v. 20). 

4. I will be with you to the end of the age (v. 20). 

B. Biblical Principles of Family Discipleship  

1. The ways of discipleship: The main verb is “make disciples.”  

a. The way of discipleship: Going 

• It needs to find disciples.  

• The benefits of family discipleship  

✓ No need to go looking for disciples   

✓ Children who are going to make disciples live 

together in your house.  

b.  The way of discipleship: Baptism 

• Baptizing in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit (v. 19) 

• Meaning of baptism: washing away sins, dying with 

Christ, and being born again into new life (symbolizing 
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death and resurrection) 

• Why is baptism important for new disciples and new 

believers? 

✓ Obedience to Christ’s commands 

✓ Baptism makes possible union with Christ (Rom 

6:4-5; Gal 3:26-27). 

✓ Baptism is a sacrament performed in the presence 

of the saints: by being baptized, the qualifications 

and duties of a full member of the church are 

fulfilled. 

c. The way of discipleship: Teaching and training  

• Discipleship is possible through education, training, and 

practices (v. 20).  

• Methods of education that Christ demonstrated.  

✓ He lived and worked with his disciples for three 

years. 

✓ Foot washing: washing the disciples’ feet with 

one’s hands, and becoming an example—“I have set 

you an example that you should do as I have done 

for you” (John 13:15). 

✓ Jesus showed servant leadership.   

✓ Setting the dining table for the disciples (bread and 

fish): nurturing disciples with nonpatriarchal 
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authority (John 21:12-13) 

• Repetition is extremely important in education and 

discipleship.   

2. The contents of discipleship  

a. Everything that Jesus commanded and his teachings (v. 20) 

b. What did the Lord command and teach his disciples during the 

public three years? (v. 20) 

• Beatitudes: Whoever suffers for the sake of righteousness 

will have the guarantee of heaven and will see God (Matt 

5:1-12). 

✓ Those who are reviled and persecuted because of 

Jesus will receive a reward in heaven.   

• The Parables of God’s Kingdom: (Matt 13- 25) 

✓ Dedicate your life to a nation that can be seen only 

with the eyes of faith. 

✓ The eighty years of your life are just one point or 

nothing when compared with eternity, and it is true 

wisdom to give your life completely to God and 

possess eternal life. 

• The Purpose of Jesus Coming into the World: “For the Son 

of Man came to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). 

✓ Saving the lost people of God, his family.  

• Gospel: John 11:25-26 
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• The Great Commandment: Love God and your neighbor  

(Matt 22:36-40). 

✓ “To love God” means to put the Lord first10 (Roy 

Zuck). 

✓ “To love your neighbor” means to choose your 

neighbor before yourself. 

✓ JOY: Jesus First, Others Second, Yourself Last. 

• The Great Commission: “Go and make disciples through 

baptism and education” (Matt 28:19-20) 

✓ The Great Commission concerns disciple-making: 

God’s evangelism plan to save the world.  

• New Commandment: “A new command I give you: Love 

one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34). 

✓ True disciples of Christ will love one another.  

• Holy Communion: Celebrate the body and blood of Jesus 

with bread and cup.  

✓ “For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, 

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 

Cor 11:26). 

C. Application  

 
 

10 Walvoord and Zuck, Deuteronomy, 274. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/bkc?ref=Bible.Dt6.5
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1. Apply to home  

2. Parents must remember that the Great Commission is about disciple-

making and should proclaim the gospel to their children, teach them 

with God’s Word, and train them to carry out the Great Commission 

for “seeking the lost people.” 

D. Parental responsibility  

1. Parents’ responsibility is to lead their children to the church, so that 

they can be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

and be a member of the church for living faith life in the fear of the 

Lord, and to train them to carry out the Great Commission for making 

disciples.   

III. Ephesians 6:4 

A. Outline  

1. Do not provoke your children (v. 4). 

2. Bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord (v. 4). 

B. Biblical Principles of Family Discipleship  

1. The content and way of discipleship  

a. Training (v. 4) 

• Used in the sense of “train in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16) 

• Used in the sense of “discipline” (Heb 12:11) 

b. Instruction (v. 4)  

• For the Jews, the discipline of a father toward his children 

is regarded as the most basic way of instructing his 
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children. 

• The Lord’s training and instruction mean the ways of Jesus 

trained and educated, along with his teachings.   

c. Bring up (v. 4) 

• Raise your children with the discipline, education, and 

word that Christ did. 

• Include all your children’s intellectual and physical needs, 

as well as their spiritual needs. 

d. Do not provoke (v. 4) 

• Discouragement through abuse, personal disregard, and 

constant rebuke  

• Parents, be careful not to offend your children.  

e. Do not be discouraged (Col 3:21) 

• Parents should not upset their children so as not to 

discourage them.  

• Encourage your children to be near to God and raise them 

to follow Jesus and keep his commands.  

C. Application 

1.  Apply to home 

2. Servant Leadership: parents must show children first and encourage 

them to do something for the family.  

D. Parents’ Responsibility  

1. It is the role and responsibility of parents to furnish children with the 
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spiritual and physical nutrients they require for growth. 

2. Parents should follow the ways of training and education methods as 

Jesus showed us. 

IV. 2 Timothy 1: 5  

A. Outline  

1. The origin of Timothy’s faith: grandmother Lois, and his mother, 

Eunice, had a sincere faith (v. 5).  

2. Timothy has also sincere faith now because of his grandmother and his 

mother’s faith (v. 5).    

B. Biblical Principles for Family Discipleship  

1. The content and way of discipleship  

a. Lois and Eunice’s sincere faith disseminated to their grandson and 

son, Timothy.  

b. Specific methods are not recorded but, according to Paul’s words, 

it can be interpreted that the faith of the grandmother and mother 

has already been recognized by acquaintances and has become an 

instance of good faith. 

c. It can be inferred that from a young age, there was religious 

education and training from his mother, Eunice.  

d. Parents can exert good influence on their children for sincere faith 

in biblical education and training.  

e. St. Augustine 

• Mother, Monica’s sincere faith and tears in prayer bore 
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fruit, suggesting that Augustine was finally converted and 

became the early church father. 

• The Confessions: A detailed account of Augustine’s 

salvation and the faithful upbringing of his mother, Monica, 

for spiritual growth. 

C. Application  

1. Apply to home.  

2. Parents must be role models of sincere faith to their children as Lois 

and Eunice did.  

3. Parents ought to remember that fervent faith will be disseminated to 

their children through education and training with servant leadership.  

D. Parents’ Responsibility for Family Discipleship  

1. Parents should create a good spiritual environment, so that their faith 

and belief can be fully transmitted to their children.  
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TEACHING SESSION 5: 

The Practical Ways for Family Discipleship at Home and Advice 

 

I. Introduction  

II. The Review of Family Discipleship  

A. Family discipleship is “the process that occurs when parents lead their 

children through regular, deliberate practice focused on a knowledge of 

the Bible, awe of God, and obedience to Christ”11 (Ryan Steenberg). 

B. Ultimate goals through family discipleship 

1. Knowledge of the Bible 

2. Fear of God  

3. Obedience to Christ 

4. Regular and deliberate practices 

5. Spiritual leading children by parents  

C. Whatever it may be, to teach children a knowledge of the Bible, the fear of 

God, and obedience to Christ, any practice of godliness for spiritual 

maturity and growth of children that parents intentionally and deliberately 

lead can be family discipleship. 

III. Family Worship  

A. “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 

the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit 

and in truth” (John 4:23-24). 

 
 

11 Steenburg, Effective Practices for Training Parents in Family Discipleship, 8. 
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B. The most basic ingredient of family discipleship is family worship. Family 

worship performed at least once a week at home, which is a tool for family 

discipleship, can be a good starting point. 

C. Parents can train their children to listen to God’s Word, learn to fear the 

Lord, obey Jesus Christ, and live a gospel-centered life through family 

worship.  

D. Family worship is a basic way to faith talk with children at home. Donald 

Whitney strongly recommends that all Christian families must hold family 

worship with their children at home to serve the Lord and teach them the 

works of God. “The best time for parents to teach the things of God to 

their children are present would be during a time of family worship.”12 

IV. Bible Study and Prayer Meeting  

A. “For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and 

to teach his statutes and rules in Israel” (Ezra 7:10). 

B. Easy Bible study with your children (meeting once a week) 

1. Read the text three times with focusing on God, People, and Promise.  

2. What does the text say about God? (God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit) 

3. What does the text say about people? (Human sins and good deeds) 

4. What are the promises in the text to believe and follow? 

5. What do you feel and learn from today’s text? Apply it to your life, 

How should we live?  

6. End with prayer together.  

 
 

12 Donald S. Whitney, Family Worship (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 19.  
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V. The Quiet Time    

A. The easiest way to get close to the Scriptures. 

VI. Bible Memory Card  

A. Bible-recitation card (Navigator 60 verses, 180 verses) 

VII. Catechism Study 

A. Bible Doctrine Catechism: Learning and understanding scriptural doctrine 

together with children can be a good tool for family discipleship. 

B. Cornerstones: 200 Questions and Answers to Learn Truth, by Brian 

Dembowczyk 

VIII. Family Mealtimes  

A. Family meals should serve the purpose of family ministry for enriching 

and transformative fellowship.  

B. Making dinner at least one day a week for the entire family and a 

purposeful dinner for spiritual conversation can be good tools for family 

discipleship. 

C. Lead your family spiritually by sharing your daily life in family 

mealtimes.  

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” 

(Prov 22:6) 
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APPENDIX 4 

THE FIVE WEEKLY LESSON GUIDES FOR THE 
PRACTICE OF FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 

These weekly lesson guides were designed to complement the curriculum. 

Each week, parents would teach a lesson with the theme of “the family of God,” for the 

practice of family discipleship at home comprised five lessons: (1) God’s call to be his 

family; (2) God’s will for his family; (3) God’s family is worshiper; (4) the ways for 

spiritual growth in God’s family; and (5) the mission of God’s family.  
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“THE FAMILY OF GOD” 

Lesson Guide 1 

God’s Call to Be His Family 

Scriptures 

Passage—John 1:12: “Yet all who received him, to those who believed in his 

name, he gave the right to become children of God.” Related Scriptures: John 3:16; 14:6; 

Acts 4:12; 16:30-31; Romans 8:16-17; 10:9-10, 13-17; Ephesians 2:8; Revelation 3:20; 

Joel 2:31. 

Course Description  

The Lord promises that all who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord will 

receive the right to become part of God’s family (John 1:12). “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom 10:13). The Bible reads that the Lord created the 

first humans, Adam and Eve, but they sinned against God and, after the fall, people 

would die because of sin (Heb 9:27). However, God had a plan to save the world through 

his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ (John 3:16). Anyone who hears his calling and 

believes in Christ as Savior and Lord can be saved by his grace and become part of God’s 

family (Eph 2:8-9). Through this lesson, parents will share with their children about 

God’s plan to save the lost people of God through his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

and to invite them into God’s family. 

Course Objectives  

Upon completion of this teaching session, family members should be able to: 

1. Understand that God has opened the way to become children of God to 

those who believe in his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, as Savior and 

Lord. 
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2. Acknowledge that the specific way to be part of God’s family is to repent 

and believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 

3. Recognize that Jesus Christ is the sole way to come to God and receive 

eternal life. 

4. Receive the Lord if your children have not yet accepted Jesus as Savior 

and Lord.   

Lesson Outline 

The Hook:  

After asking for the assistance, wisdom and grace of the Holy Spirit, parents, 

please share the joy and anticipation of family discipleship at home. The parent, the 

leader of the home, asks a question. “Would anybody who knows how we became part of 

God’s family please answer?” Then hear the children’s responses. 

The Book:   

1. What does the Bible say about being part of God’s family? (John 1:12) 

According to the Scriptures, the only way to become God’s family is through 

receiving and believing in Jesus as Savior and Lord. When we believe in Christ, God has 

given us the authority to become his children (John 1:12). This is the only way to save the 

lost people of God. Originally, we were not entitled to become children of God because 

of our sin, “It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes the judgment” (Heb 

9:27), but he is determined to save those who believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

The apostle Peter said that the specific way to be saved from sin is to repent 

and believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord (Acts 2:38). “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
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and your household will be saved” (Acts 16:30-31). The apostle Paul explained that the 

way to salvation is to proclaim and believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord, as well. “That if 

you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved.’ For it is with your heart that you believe and are 

justified, and it with your mouth that you confess and are saved” (Rom 10:9-10). The 

Lord asks us to repent in the fallen world, accept Jesus, and believe as Savior and Lord to 

be saved and become Christ of family. 

2. What is God’s story? 

The Bible tells a story about God and his wonderful works for the salvation of 

his people: Creation (Gen 1:26-31), Fall (Gen 3:15-24), Redemption (Rom 5:9-11), and 

Consummation (Rev 21:1-5). This is the Christian worldview. Christ will return to earth 

to complete God’s plan. “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am coming soon.’ 

Amen, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20). God’s plan for sinners is to send his only begotten 

Son, Jesus, into the world to die on the cross for sinners, overcome the authority of death, 

and rise again on the third day to become the Lord of the living and the dead, save all 

sinners who believe in Him, and give them eternal life. It is to become a true child of 

God. 

1). The Old Testament prophesied God’s promise that he would send the 

Messiah to save his people (Isa 53:5-6). 

2). The New Testament testifies that Jesus Christ is the Messiah promised in 

the Old Testament (Matt 1:18-23, 27, 54; Mark 15:39; Luke 9:20; John 4:25-26; Acts 

2:36; Rom 1:2-4). Peter said that Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation. “Salvation is 
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found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 

must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  

The Look:  

1. Parents relate the story of God to their children that the Old Testament 

records the promise of sending the Messiah for human salvation, and the 

New Testament records the Messiah Jesus, who came as promised: 

Creation (Gen 1:26-31), fall (Gen 3:15-24), redemption (Rom 5:9-11), 

fulfillment (Rev 21:1-5). 

2. Parents share the facts that God loved the world and sent his only begotten 

Son, Jesus, into the world, and that Christ is God’s plan to save his people 

(John 3:16). 

3. Parents state that believing in Christ means being saved from sin and 

becoming part of God’s family, and the specific way to become God’s 

family is to “receive and believe in Jesus as Savior and Lord” (John 1:12; 

Acts 16:30-31; Rom 10:9-10, 13).  

4. Parents explain the fact that we are saved by God’s grace through faith—

not by our effort—and that the only way for sinful humans to be saved is 

through Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12; Eph 2:8-9).  

Tip for Faith Talk: 

➢ Ask elementary school students and young children:  

Please tell the children that God sent his only begotten Son, Jesus, into 

the world to save his loved ones, and that when you believe in him as 
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Savior and Lord, you become a child of God. “For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Invite a child who 

has not accepted Christ to receive him. 

➢ Ask middle and high school students: 

Please share with the children that the most important aspect of 

salvation and becoming a child of God is through faith—not by good 

works. “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith, and this 

not from yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so that no one 

can boast” (Eph 2:8-9).  

➢ Ask college students and young adults:  

Parents want to know whether or not their children have the assurance 

of salvation and share that the assurance of salvation (the assurance of 

being children of God) should be based on the Word of the living 

God—not on our feelings or emotions. Share that feelings or emotions 

may change, but confidence based on the Word never changes (John 

1:12; Rom 10:9-10). “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are God’s children” (Rom 8:16). 

The Took:   

1. The leader of the family distributes postcards to the family members and 

recommends that they write down how to live by applying God’s Word for 

the week. After collecting the cards, parents will tell their application and 

the way they enjoyed it the following week.   
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2. Group prayer: Parents thank the Lord for the amazing grace that all family 

members can share the Word of God at home, and for giving us the way to 

become God’s family and pray for God’s help for all family members to be 

God’s family through faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord by the grace 

of the Lord.   
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Lesson Guide 2 

God’s Will for His Family:  

The Great Commandment  

Scriptures 

Passage—Matthew 22:36-40: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in 

the law?” Jesus replied, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second 

is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the prophets hang on these 

two commandments.” Related Scriptures: Leviticus 19:17-18; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; 

Matthew 22:37-40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:27; 1 Corinthians 13:13. 

Course Description  

Jesus describes what the greatest commandment of the law. Christ delineates 

two aspects. One is to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.” The other is to “love your neighbor as yourself.” God’s great will for 

his children is to love God and love their neighbor. Through this lesson, parents will 

share the Great Commandment and explain that service and devotion are essential to love 

the Lord and love neighbors. 

Course Objectives  

Upon completion of this teaching session, family members should be able to: 

1. Understand that the Great Commandment in the law is that the first is, 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

and with all your mind,” while the second is, “You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” 

2. Acknowledge that loving God means to worship him using all that you 

have and to live according to his will. 
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3. Recognize that loving your neighbor as yourself is possible only when you 

choose your neighbors before yourself. 

4. Comprehend that service and devotion are essential to love the Lord and 

love neighbors.  

Lesson Outline 

The Hook:  

After praying for the Holy Spirit’s aid and requesting wisdom and grace, 

parents present last week’s lesson and its implication with family members. After that, 

parents initially share their thoughts about what is most important in their lives, ask the 

children “What is most important in your life?,” and listen to the children’s replies.  

The Book:   

1. What is the greatest commandment of the law? (Matt 22:36-40) 

Jesus said two main things. The first and greatest commandment is, “You shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind” 

(vv. 37-38). Jesus quoted it from Deuteronomy 6:5 and changed “strength” to “mind.” 

The second is to “love your neighbor as yourself” (v. 39). Christ quoted it from Leviticus 

19:18. To love the Lord means “to choose God above all else to build a close relationship 

with God and to obey his commandments”1 (Roy Zuck). The commandment can be 

understood to “love God with every faculty of one’s personality, unreservedly.”2 As the 

 
 

1 John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, eds., The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament, 
Bible Knowledge Series (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 274. 

2 Myron S. Augsburger, Matthew, PCS 24 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1982), 18, Kindle.  
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family of God, we should express our love for the Lord by using everything what we 

possess.  

“Love your neighbor as yourself” can be understood to choose your neighbors 

before yourself. In other words, put neighbors first before yourself. As we cannot love the 

Lord without putting God first, we cannot love our neighbors without placing them first 

alone ourselves. We know the Ten Commandments. The first to fourth commandments 

cover “the relationship between God and man,” and the fifth to tenth commandments 

pertain to “the relationship between humans.” According to Jesus, the essence of the law 

is “love your God and love your neighbor,” and it concerns the relationship between God 

and his people, and among peoples. As God’s people and his family, we must love the 

Lord with all that we have, also love our neighbors as ourselves, put God first and 

foremost, and place neighbors before ourselves. 

2. What is a specific way to love God and neighbor? 

Love is the most important virtue in God’s family. The Lord wants his people 

to love God first and then to love their neighbors. The apostle John introduces the new 

commandment of the Lord: “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 

loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my 

disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-35). John concentrates on “love one 

another” as a commandment from the Lord to God’s people. One question is how can we 

express our love for the Lord and for people? We need to know that love is possible just 

through serving the Lord and his people. God’s family can express love to the Lord and 

people through “family worship, family devotion, family evangelism, and family 

mission.”  
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Parents should share God’s will for his family. Love is the most important 

virtue in the Christian life. Jesus died on the cross to show God’s love for his people. The 

Bible reads, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). Also, “But 

God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us” (Rom 5:8). As part of God’s family, we must obey God’s commandments and his 

will. We should not forget that loving the Lord and neighbor is possible only through 

sacrifice and service like that of Jesus.  

The Look:   

1. Parents share that the Great Commandment (Matt 22:36-40) to love God 

and neighbors is derived from Deuteronomy 6:4-5 and Leviticus 19:17-18 

and is quoted by Christ.  

2. Parents explain to their children what it means to “love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, soul, and mind” and inquire ways that they can express 

God’s love in daily life, especially at home, and share their thoughts. 

3. Parents describe to their children what it means to “love your neighbor as 

yourself” and wish to know how they can express loving neighbors in daily 

life, particularly at home, and share their thoughts.  

4. Parents share the fact that to love God and to love your neighbors are 

enabled only by service and sacrifice like that of Christ, and share that the 

Christian family can express loving God and loving neighbors through 

family worship, family devotion, family evangelism, and family mission in 



   

152 

the home.     

Tip for Faith Talk: 

➢ Ask elementary school students and young children:  

Ask the children whether or not they love the Lord; and, if so, listen to 

their thoughts and responses about the way how they express love to 

God. 

➢ Ask middle and high school students: 

What is the best way to fulfill God’s commandments in your daily life? 

In other words, what is the best way to love the Lord and neighbor at 

home? Who is your neighbor based on the Bible?  

➢ Ask college students and young adults: 

Ask the children what is the best expression of love to God and 

neighbor. (Jesus showed his love through the sacrifice on the cross: 

giving the most precious thing.) Ask them how they can apply love to 

the Lord and neighbor in their life, specially at home, and listen to their 

answers.  

The Took:   

1. The family leader gives the postcards to the family members and suggests 

that they record ways to live by applying God’s Word for the week. After 

collecting the cards, parents will describe their application and how they 

enjoyed it the next week.   

2. Group prayer: Parents thank God for the amazing grace that all family 
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members can share the Word of the Lord at home, and for assisting us to 

understand the Great Commandment (God’s will for his family) is to love 

God and neighbors and pray for God’s help to love God and our neighbors 

by service and devotion at home and church for the joy of the Lord.   
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Lesson Guide 3 

God’s Family Is Worshiper  

Scriptures 

Passage—John 4:23-24: “Yet a time is coming and has now come when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of 

worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and 

in truth.” Related Scriptures: 1 Chronicles 29:10-13; Psalm 50:23, 59:16-17, 63:3-4, 66:4, 

95:1-7, 100:4, 103:1; Daniel 2:19-23; Isaiah 43:21; Lamentations 3:21-24; Romans 12:1; 

Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 13:15; Revelation 4:11; 19:6-8; 1 Corinthians 10:31 

Course Description  

Worship is the reason that humans exist in the world because the Lord created 

his people to praise and proclaim his name (Isa 43:21). Worship must be offered in spirit 

and in truth (John 4:23). The solo eternal truth in the world is God’s Word (Isa 40:8). The 

Lord wants his people, God’s family, to worship him, and when his children worship him, 

they experience the true meaning of life and supreme happiness in the world. Through 

this lesson, parents will share with their children what worship is, ways to offer it, and the 

joy of life through worship. 

Course Objectives  

Upon completion of this teaching session, family members should be able to: 

1. Recognize that worship is the basis of God’s people—those who have been 

saved through Jesus Christ—and is the reason people exist in the world. 

2. Acknowledge that true worshipers must worship with “spirit and truth” and 

that the truth is only the Word of God in the world, so that God’s family 

must worship in spirit and in God’s Word. 
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3. Understand that family worship consists of Bible reading, prayer, and 

praise and it can be conducted within ten minutes.  

4. Know that the best worship with which God is pleased is “spiritual 

worship” that life offers (Romans 12:1). 

 

Lesson Outline 

The Hook:  

After praying for the Holy Spirit’s aid and requesting for wisdom and grace, 

parents share the previous week’s lesson and implications with family members. 

Following that, parents ask a question: “Why should we worship God?” and listen to the 

children’s answers. 

The Book:   

1. What is worship, and for what reason should we worship God? 

Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible defines worship as an “expression of 

reverence and adoration of God.”3 In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word, “Shachah” 

(worship), is translated to bow down and exalt the Lord (Gen 22:5; 18:2). In the New 

Testament, the Greek word, “proskyneo” (worship), is interpreted to kneel down and 

touch the ground with one’s forehead in a sign of deep reverence (Matt 2:2; 14:33). We 

can understand that worship is to proclaim the greatness of God and to praise the Lord, 

the Creator, King of kings, and Savior. According to the Scriptures, we are born to 

worship. The Bible reads that God created humans to glorify the Lord (Isa 43:21). Thus, 

 
 

3 Walter A. Elwell ed., Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 

1988), 2164, Kindle. 
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all mankind, especially God’s people and his family, should worship and praise the Lord 

forever because this is the reason that we exist and the purpose of life. The Westminster 

Shorter Catechism makes clear the purpose and objective of human life. “Question 1: 

What is the chief end of man? Answer 1: Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy 

him forever.” Both “to glorify God and to enjoy him forever” imply “worship.”  

The early-church members worshiped God, but they worshiped together in a 

private space, such as a private house, as well as a public place, like a church (Acts 2:46-

47). As worshipers, we are supposed to worship God. Family worship consists of the 

Word, prayer, and praise. Family worship can be held in less than ten minutes by reading 

the Word; offering prayers of thanks and supplication to God; and praising the Lord with 

joy.4 

2. How should worship be conducted? 

Jesus said God seeks true worshipers, who will worship in spirit and truth 

(John 4:23-24). To hold true worship, the worshiper must worship the Lord in spirit and 

in truth. What is the truth? Truth refers to what does not change forever. What does not 

change forever in this world? It is solely God’s Word. According to the prophet Isaiah, 

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever” (Isa 

40:8). There is nothing in the world that does not change forever, except for the living 

God’s Word.  

The apostle Paul also emphasizes spiritual worship. “I appeal to you, therefore, 

brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship” (Rom 12:1). Spiritual worship means 

 
 

4 Whitney, Family Worship, 19.  
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to worship with life. It means to live every moment with an attitude of worshiping the 

Lord. The apostle Paul additionally describes this spiritual worship in this way: “So 

whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Cor 

10:31). Spiritual worship implies “living with God’s glory as the top priority in all areas 

of our lives.” 

The Look:   

1. Parents share with their children that worship is the reason and purpose for 

human existence in the world, and it is the natural thing that God’s 

people—who have received salvation—should offer to the Lord (Gen 22:5; 

18:2; Isa 43:33; Matt 2:2; 14:33; Acts 2:46-47). 

2. Parents tell their children that God seeks true worshipers, and true 

worshipers will worship the Lord in spirit and truth and explain that the 

truth in the world is only God’s Word (John 4:23-24; Isa 40:8). 

3. Parents state family worship consists of reading the Word, praying, and 

singing for ten minutes (Donald Whitney). As true worshipers of God's 

family, we should worship God at home at least once a week. 

4. Parents describe that the best worship that pleases the Lord is spiritual 

worship through living sacrifice (Rom 12:1; 1 Cor 10:31). 

Tip for Faith Talk: 

➢ Ask elementary school students and young children: 

Parents share the heart of God, who is looking for true worshipers, and 

ask them, “How do you become a true worshiper?” 

➢ Ask middle and high school students: 
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Parents share The Westminster Shorter Catechism and ask the children, 

“What kind of heart and thought do you have for worship right now? 

What are your efforts to glorify God?” 

➢ Ask college students and young adults: 

Parents explain spiritual worship by living sacrifice (Rom 12:1; 1 Cor 

10:31) and ask the children, “How do you present yourself to the Lord 

and do spiritual worship?” 

The Took:   

1. The leader of the family distributes postcards to family members and 

recommends that they write down how they want to live by applying God’s 

Word for the week. After collecting the cards, parents will share their 

application and the ways they enjoyed it the following week.   

2. Group prayer: Parents thank the Lord for the amazing grace that all family 

members can share the Word of God at home and know that God seeks the 

true worshiper, who worships with the Holy Spirit and truth; and pray for 

God’s help to be a true worshiper, who lives as a living sacrifice for the 

glory of the Lord.  
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Lesson Guide 4 

The Ways for Spiritual Growth in God’s Family:  

Living God’s Word and Holy Prayer   

Scriptures 

Passage—2 Timothy 3:16-17: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may 

be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” Related Scriptures: Psalms 19:7-8; 

119:105; Romans 10:17; Hebrews 4:12; 1 Peter 1:23; 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18; 1 John 5:14-15.  

Passage—1 John 5:14-15: “This is the confidence we have in approaching 

God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he 

hears us whatever we ask, we know that we have what we asked of him.” Related 

Scriptures: 1 Samuel 12:23; Jeremiah 29:12; 33:2-3; Matthew 6:33; 7:7-8; 18:19-20; 

21:22; Mark 11:24; Luke 18:1-8; John 14:13-14; Ephesians 6:18; Philippians 4:6-7; 

Colossians 4:2; James 1:5-7. 

Course Description  

The spiritual maturity and growth of God’s children are made possible through 

God’s Word and spiritual prayer. The Bible teaches that if parents do not raise their 

children spiritually, they will grow up to become people who do not know the Lord. (1 

Sam 2:12-17). Through this lesson, parents will share with their children the benefits of 

God’s Word and prayer for spiritual growth.   

Course Objectives  

Upon completion of this teaching session, family members should be able to: 

1. Understand that God’s Word is a life manual for the children of God to 

know how to live.  

2. Acknowledge that the Word of God is alive, and the Word possesses the 

power to make people spiritually healthy and, ultimately, for the salvation 

of souls. 
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3. Comprehend that prayer is a time of spiritual dialogue with God, and that 

intimate fellowship with the Lord is possible through prayer time. 

4. Prayer is the channel of blessing, so that we can enjoy God’s blessings 

through prayer and experience God’s power to turn the impossible into the 

possible. 

Lesson Outline 

The Hook:  

After praying for the Holy Spirit’s assistance and requesting for wisdom and 

grace, parents share the prior week’s lesson and implications with family members. After 

that, the parents pose a question: “If there is any benefit from God’s Word and prayer, 

what do you think it is?” They then listen to the children’s answers. 

The Book:  
 

1. What is God’s Word and its benefits? 

First of all, the Word of God is a life manual that guides God’s children, so that 

they can understand God’s will and live for his glory according to his direction. God 

would like for his children to grow up spiritually and be saved through the Word of God 

(1 Pet 2:2). Paul testifies that the Word of God is able to bring the children of the Lord to 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 3:15). Scripture supports God’s people to 

grow up to reach salvation by longing for pure and spiritual milk—that is, the Word of 

God—just as newborn babies long for clean milk as God’s children. Based on the Bible, 

those who believe in Jesus receive new life from God and are born again as children of 

God (Rom 8:16; Gal 4:6-7). The Lord truly wants his children to grow in his Word (Eph 
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4:12; 5:8; Col 2:6; 1 Pet 1:14, 19). Like a newborn baby, God’s children must love God’s 

Word and grow spiritually in it to achieve complete salvation.  

Second, the Word of God makes our souls healthy and gives us the wisdom to 

live a spiritually good life (Ps 19:7-8). The benefit of the Word is to give to the children 

of God wisdom for salvation since it is useful for teaching, reproof, correction, and 

training in righteousness (2 Tim 3:16). Moreover, God’s Word raises up God’s children to 

be God’s perfect servants (2 Tim 3:17). God’s Word is the light that guides God’s 

children throughout their lives (Ps 119:105), and God’s Word will additionally make them 

Christlike (Eph 4:13). Consequently, parents should instruct and train their children to 

love the Word of God and to memorize the Word of the living Lord every day for spiritual 

growth and the abundant Christian life. 

2. What is prayer and its benefits? 

First, prayer means communication with God. The Lord wants to converse 

with his children through prayer. The children of God should especially pray in the Holy 

Spirit (Eph 6:18). Prayer is the breath of the soul, as well. Hence, God’s children should 

pray to the Lord for spiritual breath. If the children of God do not breathe spiritually for 

their souls, they would die spiritually. For spiritual life, specifically for the spiritual 

formation of children, the children of God should pray to him. Through prayer, God’s 

children receive spiritual power and wisdom from the Lord and come to understand 

God’s great and secret works (Jer 33:3). According to Samuel, it is a sin to stop praying 

(1 Sam 12:23). The children of God will come to realize the power and wisdom of God 

and great and wonderful works through prayer. Prayer bestows on the children of God 

peace and assurance of answers in their hearts (Phil 4:6-7; 1 John 5:14-15).  
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Second, prayer is the channel of blessing. God wants to bless his children 

through prayer. When Jacob prayed to the Lord, he finally received God’s blessing, 

became the father of faith, and acquired the great name of Israel (Gen 32:24-29). Prayer 

becomes the channel through which God’s children search for what they need. “If you 

abide in me and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you” (John 15:7). However, God does not answer prayers for personal lusts and false 

prayers (Jas 4:3). As a result, God’s children should not pray for greed, but pray 

according to God’s will. In particular, God’s children must first seek the kingdom of God 

and his will before seeking personal needs. In doing so, the Lord promises to give us all 

the necessities of life (Matt 6:33). Parents should nurture and train their children with 

“the Word and prayer” for their spiritual growth and complete salvation. 

The Look:   

1. Parents explain that God’s Word is a manual for life, and that the Lord 

wants his children to grow spiritually and obtain salvation through the 

living word (1 Pet 1:14, 19; 2:2; Rom 8:16; Gal 4:6-7; Eph 4:12, 5:8; Col 

2:6; 12 Tim 3:15).  

2. Parents share the benefits that God’s Word gives us wisdom to maintain our 

souls as healthy and spiritually good (Ps 19:7-8; Ps 119:105; Eph 4:13; 2 

Tim 3:16, 17). 

3. Parents describe prayer as a conversation with God through spiritual breath 

and, through prayer, God’s children can receive spiritual power and 

wisdom (1 Sam 12: 23; Jer 33:3; Eph 6:18). 
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4. Parents state the benefits that prayer gives peace of mind and assurance of 

answers and is additionally a channel of blessing (Gen 32:24-29; Matt 

6:33; John 15: 7; Phil 4:6-7; Jas 4:3; John 5:14-15).  

Tip for Faith Talk:  
 

➢ Ask elementary school students and young children:  

Parents ask their children the reason they should love God’s Word and 

what they think prayer is.  

➢ Ask middle and high school students: 

Parents inquire of their children how much Bible memorization helps 

their spiritual formation and what is good for prayer.  

➢ Ask college students and young adults: 

Parents request of children how much they read the Bible and pray to 

the Lord every day, and whether they have ever experienced spiritual 

grace through the living God’s Word and prayer. 

The Took:   

1. The family leader passes out postcards to the family members and suggests 

that they record the way they want to live by applying God’s Word for the 

week. After collecting the cards, parents will share their application and 

how they enjoyed it the next week.   

2. Group prayer: Parents thank the Lord for the amazing grace to share the 

Word of God with all family members at home and for giving us the true 

wisdom to grow spiritually by the living God’s Word and prayer. Also, they 

pray for God’s help to nurture their children.   
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Lesson Guide 5 

The Mission of God’s Family: 

The Great Commission 

Scriptures 

Passage—Matthew 28:18-20: “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.”’ Related Scriptures: Isaiah 8:16; 50:4; 

54:13, Matthew 5:1; 9:14; 10:40-42; 11:1-6; 22:15-22. 

Course Description  

The Great Commission is the final command that Christ gave to his disciples, 

and it is the mission that the Lord’s disciples must follow in person, as well. All believers 

and God’s family should preach the gospel to all people of the nation according to his 

command. Through this lesson, parents will share the Great Commission as a family 

mission to witness for the kingdom of God and his glory. 

Course Objectives  

Upon completion of this teaching session, family members should be able to: 

1. Comprehend that the Great Commission is God’s plan for saving lost 

people through disciple-making.   

2. Recognize that the three special ways to make disciples are going, 

baptizing, and teaching.  

3. Understand that God’s family should be witnesses of the Lord to save lost 

people and, by doing so, they will give glory to God.          
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4. Acknowledge that Jesus will be always with his disciples until the very end 

of the age.  

Lesson Outline 

The Hook:  

After praying for the Holy Spirit’s help and requesting for wisdom and grace, 

parents share last week’s lesson and implications with family members. Following that, 

the parents pose a question: “How many times have you ever been a witness for Jesus to 

your friends in your life so far?” and listen to the children’s answers.  

The Book:   

1. What is the Great Commission? (Matt 28:18-20) 

The Great Commission concerns “Disciple-Making.”5 It was given from the 

Lord, who possesses all authority in heaven and on earth (v. 18). The apostle Paul 

proclaimed that God wants everyone to be saved and become his family. “God desires all 

people to be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4). Furthermore, 

Paul declared that the plan of God’s salvation is to find lost people on behalf of Christ 

and to share the gospel with them, so that they can be saved by ‘making disciples’ (Rom 

10:13-15). The fundamental reason Jesus came to this earth was to seek and to save the 

lost people of God (Matt 15:24; Luke 19:10). Making disciples is one of the church 

ministries for the salvation of people’s souls, and it is a lifelong task for all those who 

want to be like Christ. What is the Great Commission? The Great Commission is the 

 
 

5 Dave Earley and Rod Dempsey, Disciple Making Is: How to Live the Great Commission with 
Passion and Confidence (Nashville: B & H, 2013), 3. 
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Lord’s command about disciple-making and God’s plan for saving the lost people of God. 

Therefore, as the family of God, we must follow his command to make disciples for 

saving the lost people for the joy of God and his glory.  

2. The ways for disciple-making (Matt 28:19-20)  

The Lord recounts three specific ways to make disciples: go, baptize, and teach 

them to keep the Word of the Lord. Initially, to make disciples, you must “go” to a place 

where there are people who need to hear the gospel (v. 19a). In other words, first you 

must seek people who require the gospel of Jesus. The Bible records and demonstrates 

that Christ was a diligent man, who busily sought them out to make disciples (Matt 4:18-

22, Luke 5:3-11, John 1:43-44). Parents should remember that the Lord did not wait for 

the disciples to come to him but, rather, searched for them, approached them, and ‘called 

them to be disciples.’ More than anything else, we must seek lost people for making 

disciples.   

Second, you must baptize them for disciple-making (v. 19b); the rite of 

baptism symbolizes “the washing away of sins and being born again into a new life.” 

Baptism is related to the profession of faith and the community of faith. Baptism enables 

new believers to become part of the church community, through which they can begin 

their journey of faith. Baptism means announcing in front of the saints that new believers 

have joined the church community. In other words, they have become part of God’s 

family. Baptism is essential in discipleship, and it is a confession of faith in the Trinity of 

God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. As a member of the church community, one 

starts the faith journey with God’s family in Jesus Christ. This command from the Lord 

must be implemented to save lost people.  
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Third, you must teach them everything that Jesus commanded for disciple-

making (v. 20a). The purposes of teaching are obedience and keeping all that the Lord 

commanded. The third aspect of discipleship is related to religious education. What 

would you teach them? Here we need to know what Jesus commanded his disciples. 

Considering all that Christ personally showed and taught during the three years of his 

public life, these are the “Sermon on the Mount” (Matt 5:1-12), “the kingdom of God” 

(Matt 13:1-58), “the Great Commandment” (Matt 22:36-40), “the New Commandment” 

(John 3:34), “the Great Commission” (Matt 28:19-20), and “Communion Service” (1 Cor 

11:26).  

Parents should be the primary disciple-makers of their children according to 

God’s commands. The main interest of Christ in the world is only to save the lost through 

disciple-making because it is God’s plan for saving the lost family of God (Matt 28:19-

20; Luke 19:10). Parents must remember that only those who love like the Lord, practice 

that love, preach the gospel, and testify that Jesus is the living God, who rose from the 

dead, can become true disciples of the Lord (John 13:35). Love is the most important 

aspect of the Christian life because God is love (Rom 5:8; 1Cor 13; 1 John 4:8).  

The Look:   

1. Parents share that Jesus received all authority in heaven and on earth from 

God, and the Lord gave the Great Commission to his apostles for making 

disciples, and explain three special ways for disciple-making: going, 

baptizing, and teaching (Matt 28:19-20).  

2. Parents state the meaning of “going” for disciple-making.  

3. Parents present the meaning of “baptism” for disciple-making.   
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4. Parents explicate the meaning of “teaching” for disciple-making. They 

stress that “love” is the most important aspect of “everything Jesus 

commanded,” and that those who practice love and live for his glory 

through disciple-making will become “true disciples of the Lord” (John 

13:35).   

Tip for Faith Talk 

➢ Ask elementary school students and young children: 

Parents wish to know why it is important to preach the gospel to their 

friends. (Relate to your children that Christ’s greatest concern is the 

salvation of people’s souls.)  

➢ Ask middle and high school students: 

Parents inquire if they have ever witnessed the gospel of Jesus at school 

and listen to their answers. 

➢ Ask college students and young adults:  

Parents ask for the reason that it is crucial to share the gospel with 

people and lead individuals to the church. In addition, share their 

thoughts, along with witnessing and discipling plans.    

The Took:   

1. The leader of the family distributes the postcards to the family members 

and recommends that they write down how they want to live by applying 

God’s Word for the week. After collecting the cards, parents will describe 

their application and how they enjoyed it the next week.   
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2. Group prayer: Parents thank God for the amazing grace that all family 

members can share the Word of God at home and understand that the Great 

Commission is about disciple-making and the plan of God’s evangelism for 

lost people. Pray for God’s help to be primary disciple-makers of children 

for the kingdom of the Lord and his glory.  
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APPENDIX 5 

CURRICULUM EVALUATION RUBRIC RESULTS 

Each expert panel member evaluated the course material to ensure it was 

biblically faithful, sufficiently thorough, and practically applicable. Their evaluations are 

included at the end in this appendix.  
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#1. CURRICULUM EVALUATION RUBRIC FOR THE PASORAL STAFF 

Pastor Young C. Ahn Answer 

1. The Lesson is clearly relevant to the issue of family discipleship in the 

home.  

4/4 

2. The material is faithful to the Bible’s teaching about family discipleship.  4/4 

3. The material is theologically sound.  4/4 

4. The thesis of the lesson is clearly stated.  4/4 

5. The points of the lesson clearly support the thesis. 4/4 

6. The lesson contains points of practical application.  4/4 

7.The lesson is sufficiently thorough in its coverage of the material.  4/4 

8. Overall, the lesson is clearly presented.  4/4 

9. The five teaching sessions are easy to use.  4/4 

10. The five-week-lesson guides for conducting family discipleship are 

easy to use.  

4/4 

11. The curriculum is supportive of our church’s faith and tradition.  4/4 

12. The curriculum is glorifying to Christ.  4/4 

 100% 

 

 

#2. CURRICULUM EVALUATION RUBRIC FOR THE PASORAL STAFF 

Pastor Min S. Kim Answer 

1. The Lesson is clearly relevant to the issue of family discipleship in the 

home.  

4/4 

2. The material is faithful to the Bible’s teaching about family discipleship.  4/4 

3. The material is theologically sound.  4/4 

4. The thesis of the lesson is clearly stated.  4/4 

5. The points of the lesson clearly support the thesis. 4/4 

6. The lesson contains points of practical application.  4/4 

7.The lesson is sufficiently thorough in its coverage of the material.  4/4 

8. Overall, the lesson is clearly presented.  4/4 

9. The five teaching sessions are easy to use.  4/4 

10. The five-week-lesson guides for conducting family discipleship are 

easy to use.  

4/4 

11. The curriculum is supportive of our church’s faith and tradition.  4/4 

12. The curriculum is glorifying to Christ.  4/4 

 100% 
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#3. CURRICULUM EVALUATION RUBRIC FOR THE PASORAL STAFF 

Pastor Dae K. Cho Answer 

1. The Lesson is clearly relevant to the issue of family discipleship in the 

home.  

4/4 

2. The material is faithful to the Bible’s teaching about family discipleship.  4/4 

3. The material is theologically sound.  4/4 

4. The thesis of the lesson is clearly stated.  4/4 

5. The points of the lesson clearly support the thesis. 4/4 

6. The lesson contains points of practical application.  4/4 

7.The lesson is sufficiently thorough in its coverage of the material.  4/4 

8. Overall, the lesson is clearly presented.  4/4 

9. The five teaching sessions are easy to use.  4/4 

10. The five-week-lesson guides for conducting family discipleship are 

easy to use.  

4/4 

11. The curriculum is supportive of our church’s faith and tradition.  4/4 

12. The curriculum is glorifying to Christ.  4/4 

 100% 

 

 

#4. CURRICULUM EVALUATION RUBRIC FOR THE PASORAL STAFF 

Pastor Sung J. Kim Answer 

1. The Lesson is clearly relevant to the issue of family discipleship in the 

home.  

3/4 

2. The material is faithful to the Bible’s teaching about family discipleship.  3/4 

3. The material is theologically sound.  4/4 

4. The thesis of the lesson is clearly stated.  4/4 

5. The points of the lesson clearly support the thesis. 4/4 

6. The lesson contains points of practical application.  4/4 

7.The lesson is sufficiently thorough in its coverage of the material.  4/4 

8. Overall, the lesson is clearly presented.  3/4 

9. The five teaching sessions are easy to use.  3/4 

10. The five-week-lesson guides for conducting family discipleship are 

easy to use.  

3/4 

11. The curriculum is supportive of our church’s faith and tradition.  4/4 

12. The curriculum is glorifying to Christ.  4/4 

 93% 
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APPENDIX 6 

PRE- AND POST-SURVEY RESULTS 

The following tables are the pre- and post-Family-Discipleship Perceptions and 

Practices Survey (FPPS) results with a comparison between them. The identical eighteen-

question survey with a six-point Likert scale follows reflective questions. The 

instrument’s purpose is to assess each participant’s level of understanding, practice, and 

confidence in effective disciple-making and how effective the training was in equipping 

participants to understand and engage in disciple-making. An identical survey provides 

the data needed for statistical analysis to assess the curriculum’s impact on participants.  
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 Table A1. Pre-Survey FPPS results  

 Pre-Survey Score 

Participants Perceptions Practices Total 

Participant 1 27 15 42 

Participant 2 33 29 62 

Participant 3 34 34 68 

Participant 4 28 23 51 

Participant 5 28 23 51 

Participant 6 43 34 77 

Participant 7 32 40 72 

Participant 8 26 11 37 

Participant 9 25 15 40 

Participant 10 29 16 45 

Participant 11 24 22 46 

Participant 12 35 38 73 

Participant 13 34 33 67 

Participant 14 30 16 46 

Participant 15 27 29 56 

Participant 16 37 42 79 

Participant 17 22 16 38 

Mean 30.23 25.64 55.88 

Median 29 23 51 

Mode 27, 28, 34 16 46, 51 

Max 43 42 79 

Low 22 11 37 

SD 5.333027 9.9683322 14.413025 
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Table A2. Data for calculating the correlation coefficient (r) 

Participants Column 1 

Perceptions 

Score (X) 

Column 2 

Practices 

Score (Y) 

Column 3 

z Score for 

X 

Column 4 

z Score for 

Y 

Column 5 

ZxZy 

Participant 1 27 15 -0.60566 -1.06738 0.646469 

Participant 2 33 29 0.51940 0.33707 0.175074 

Participant 3 34 34 0.70692 0.83866 0.592865 

Participant 4 28 23 -0.41815 -0.26484 0.110742 

Participant 5 28 23 -0.41815 -0.26484 0.110742 

Participant 6 43 34 2.39451 0.83866 2.008179 

Participant 7 32 40 0.33189 1.44056 0.478107 

Participant 8 26 11 -0.79317 -1.46865 1.164889 

Participant 9 25 15 -0.98068 -1.06738 1.046758 

Participant 10 29 16 -0.23064 -0.96706 0.223042 

Participant 11 24 22 -1.16819 -0.36516 0.426576 

Participant 12 35 38 0.89443 1.23993 1.109030 

Participant 13 34 33 0.70692 0.73834 0.521947 

Participant 14 30 16 -0.04313 -0.96706 0.041709 

Participant 15 27 29 -0.60566 0.33707 -0.204149 

Participant 16 37 42 1.26945 1.64120 2.083421 

Participant 17 22 16 -1.54321 -0.96706 1.492376 

Mean 30.23 25.64   Sum=12.0278 

Standard 

Deviation 

5.333027 9.9683322   r = 12.0278/17   

   = 0.7075 

r 2 = 0.50 

 

Table A3. The evaluation of the rubric results 

 Pastor  

Ahn, Young C. 

Pastor  

Kim, Min S. 

Pastor  

Cho, Dae G. 

Pastor  

Kim, Sung J. 

Rubric Score 100/100 100/100 100/100 93/100 

Mean 98.25 % 
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Table A4. Post-Survey FPPS results 

 Post-Survey Score 

Participants Perceptions Practices Total 

Participant 1 27 32 59 

Participant 2 40 39 79 

Participant 3 37 35 72 

Participant 4 38 31 69 

Participant 5 35 29 64 

Participant 6 43 36 79 

Participant 7 36 38 74 

Participant 8 27 15 42 

Participant 9 29 18 47 

Participant 10 33 23 56 

Participant 11 36 25 61 

Participant 12 42 43 85 

Participant 13 40 44 84 

Participant 14 32 20 52 

Participant 15 25 32 57 

Participant 16 38 41 79 

Participant 17 37 36 73 

Mean 35 31.58 66.582 

Median 36 32 69 

Max 43 44 85 

Low 25 15 42 

SD 5.4083269 8.796724 13.076978 
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Table A5. Comparison between pre- and post-survey FPPS results 

 Pre-Survey Score Post-Survey Score 

Participants Perceptions Practices Total Perceptions Practices Total 

1 27 15 42 27 32 59 

2 33 29 62 40 39 79 

 3 34 34 68 37 35 72 

 4 28 23 51 38 31 69 

5 28 23 51 35 29 64 

 6 43 34 77 43 36 79 

 7 32 40 72 36 38 74 

8 26 11 37 27 15 42 

9 25 15 40 29 18 47 

10 29 16 45 33 23 56 

11 24 22 46 36 25 61 

12 35 38 73 42 43 85 

13 34 33 67 40 44 84 

14 30 16 46 32 20 52 

15 27 29 56 25 32 57 

16 37 42 79 38 41 79 

17 22 16 38 37 36 73 

Mean 30.23 25.64 55.882 35 31.58 66.582 

Median 29 23 51 36 32 69 

Max 43 42 79 43 44 85 

Low 22 11 37 25 15 42 

SD 5.3330 9.9683 14.4130 5.4083 8.7967 13.0769 



   

178 

APPENDIX 7 

PRE-PARENTAL PERSPECTIVES QUESTIONNAIRE 
ANSWERS 

The following instrument is the pre-parental perspectives questionnaire results 

with percentages.    
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1. I prioritize consistent family devotional or worship times in my family’s schedule. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 
0 0 0 1 (5%) 

13 

(76.4%) 
3 (17.6%) 

 

 

2. I would like to conduct regular family devotions or Scripture readings in our 

home, but my family is just too busy for that right now. It will probably be that 

way for quite a while. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
6 (35.2%) 3 (17.6%) 0 4 (23.5%) 4 (23.5%) 0 

 

 

3. The church is where children ought to receive most of their Bible teaching. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 
0 1 (5%) 1 (5%) 0 4 (23.5%) 

11 

(64.7%) 

 

 

4. When my child spontaneously asks a biblical or theological question, I really wish 

that my child would have asked a minister or other church leader instead of me. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
1 (5%) 5 (29.4%) 2 (11.7%) 3 (17.6%) 6 (35.2%) 0 

 

 

5. I want to do whatever it takes for my child to succeed in certain sports or school 

activities – even if that means my family is too busy some weeks to eat any meals 

together. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
2 (11.7%) 9 (52.9%) 2 (11.7%) 1 (5%) 3 (17.6%) 0 

 

 

6. Parents – and particularly fathers – have a responsibility to engage personally in a 

discipleship process with each of their children. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
0 0 0 1 (5%) 8 (47%) 8 (47%) 
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7. Church leaders are the people primarily responsible for discipline my children and 

teaching them to share the gospel with others.  

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
0 3 (17.6%) 2 (11.7%) 6 (35.2%) 4 (23.5%) 2 (11.7%) 

 

 

8. My church has helped me to develop a clear plan for my child’s spiritual growth. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
0 4 (23.5%) 7 (41.1%) 6 (35.5%) 0 0 
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APPENDIX 8 

PRE-PARENTAL PRACTICES QUESTIONNAIRE 
ANSWERS 

The following instrument is the pre-parental practices questionnaire results 

with percentages.    
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1. Other than mealtimes, how many times in the past WEEK have I prayed aloud 

with any of my children? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 

10 

(58.8%) 
2 (11.7%) 0 0 

3 

(17.6%) 
2 (11.7%) 

 

 

2. How many times in the past WEEK has my family eaten a meal together with 

television, music, and other similar media turned off? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
8 (47%) 2 (11.7%) 1 (5%) 3 (17.6%) 1 (5%) 2 (11.7%) 

 

 

3. How many times in the past MONTH have I read or discussed the Bible with any 

of my children? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
8 (47%) 0 1 (5%) 1 (5%) 3 (17.6%) 4 (23.5%) 

 

 

4. How many times in the past MONTH have I discussed any biblical or spiritual 

matters with any of my children while engaging in day-to-day activities? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
3 (17.6%) 3 (17.6%) 2 (11.7%) 2 (11.7%) 3 (17.6%) 4 (23.5%) 

 

 

5. How many times in the past TWO MONTHS has my family engaged in any 

family devotional or worship time in our home? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
4 (23.5%) 0 3 (17.6%) 2 (11.7%) 2 (11.7%) 4 (23.5%) 
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6. How many times in the past TWO MONTHS have I talked with my spouse or 

with a close friend about my children’s spiritual development?   

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
2 (11.7%) 1 (5%) 1 (5%) 7 (41.1%) 3 (17.6%) 3 (17.6%) 

 

 

7. How many times in the past YEAR have I intentionally participated with one or 

more of my children in witnessing to a non-Christian or inviting a non-Christian 

to church? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 

15 

(88.2%) 
0 1 (5%) 1 (5%) 0 0 

 

 

8. How often in the past YEAR has any church leader made any contact with me to 

help me to engage actively in my child’s spiritual development? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
8 (47%) 1(5%) 0 4 (23.5%) 1 (5%) 3 (17.6%) 
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APPENDIX 9 

POST-PARENTAL PERSPECTIVES QUESTIONNAIRE 
ANSWERS 

The following instrument is the post-parental perspectives questionnaire results 

with percentages.    
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1. I prioritize consistent family devotional or worship times in my family’s schedule. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
0 0 0 0 9 (52.9%) 8 (47%) 

 

 

2. I would like to conduct regular family devotions or Scripture readings in our 

home, but my family is just too busy for that right now. It will probably be that 

way for quite a while. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
5 (29.4%) 7 (41.1%) 2 (11.7%) 2 (11.7%) 1 (5.8%) 0 

 

 

3. The church is where children ought to receive most of their Bible teaching. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
0 5 (29.4%) 2 (11.7%) 2 (11.7%) 4 (23.5%) 4 (23.5%) 

 

 

4. When my child spontaneously asks a biblical or theological question, I really wish 

that my child would have asked a minister or other church leader instead of me. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
1 (5.8%) 6 (35.3%) 5 (29.4%) 2 (11.7%) 3 (17.6%) 0 

 

 

5. I want to do whatever it takes for my child to succeed in certain sports or school 

activities – even if that means my family is too busy some weeks to eat any meals 

together. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
5 (29.4%) 9 (52.9%) 2 (11.7%) 1 (5.8%) 0 0 

 

 

6. Parents – and particularly fathers – have a responsibility to engage personally in a 

discipleship process with each of their children. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
0 0 0 0 6 (35.3%) 

11 

(64.7%) 
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7. Church leaders are the people primarily responsible for discipline my children and 

teaching them to share the gospel with others.  

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
2 (11.7%) 5 (29.4%) 3 (17.6%) 5 (29.4%) 1 (5.8%) 1 (5.8%) 

 

 

8. My church has helped me to develop a clear plan for my child’s spiritual growth. 

Questions Strongly 

Disagree 

Disagree Somewhat 

Disagree 

Somewhat 

Agree 

Agree Strongly 

Agree 

Answer 

 
1 (5.8%) 1 (5.8%) 2 (17.6%) 7 (41.1%) 6 (35.3%) 0 
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APPENDIX 10 

POST-PARENTAL PRACTICES QUESTIONNAIRE 
ANSWERS 

The following instrument is the post-parental practices questionnaire results 

with percentages.    

  



   

188 

1. Other than mealtimes, how many times in the past WEEK have I prayed aloud 

with any of my children? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
1 (5.8%) 4 (23.5%) 3 (17.6%) 4 (23.5%) 3 (17.6%) 2 (11.7%) 

 

 

2. How many times in the past WEEK has my family eaten a meal together with 

television, music, and other similar media turned off? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 

10 

(58.8%) 
0 3 (17.6%) 2 (11.7%) 2 (11.7%) 0 

 

 

3. How many times in the past MONTH have I read or discussed the Bible with any 

of my children? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
2 (11.7%) 2 (11.7%) 1 (5.8%) 6 (35.3%) 0 6 (35.3%) 

 

 

4. How many times in the past MONTH have I discussed any biblical or spiritual 

matters with any of my children while engaging in day-to-day activities? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
0 2 (11.7%) 4 (23.5%) 5 (29.4%) 3 (17.6%) 3 (17.6%) 

 

 

5. How many times in the past TWO MONTHS has my family engaged in any 

family devotional or worship time in our home? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
2 (11.7%) 1 (5.8%) 2 (11.7%) 3 (17.6%) 0 9 (52.9%) 

 

 

 



   

189 

6. How many times in the past TWO MONTHS have I talked with my spouse or 

with a close friend about my children’s spiritual development?   

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
0 1 (5.8%) 2 (11.7%) 7 (41.1%) 2 (11.7%) 5 (29.4%) 

 

 

7. How many times in the past YEAR have I intentionally participated with one or 

more of my children in witnessing to a non-Christian or inviting a non-Christian 

to church? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 

11 

(64.7%) 
3 (17.6%) 2 (11.7%) 0 1 (5.8%) 0 

 

 

8. How often in the past YEAR has any church leader made any contact with me to 

help me to engage actively in my child’s spiritual development? 

 Never Once A couple 

of times 

Three or 

four times 

Five or 

six times 

Seven or 

more 

times 

Answer 

 
4 (23.5%) 0 2 (11.7%) 4 (23.5%) 2 (11.7%) 5 (29.4%) 
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This project’s purpose is to help the church equip the parents to be the primary 

disciple-makers of their children at Hanmaeum Korean Baptist Church (HKBC) in 

Louisville, Kentucky. Chapter 1 presents the history and ministry context of HKBC and 

project objectives. Chapter 2 provides the biblical and theological basis of the project. 

Exegesis of Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Psalms 78:1-8, Matthew 28:16-20, and Ephesians 4:10-

16; 6:1-4 shows the responsibility of parents and the church to discipline children in the 

fear of the Lord. Chapter 3 covers theological, practical, and historical issues that need to 

be addressed to equip parents for family discipleship. Chapter 4 contains project details 

and descriptions for eighteen weeks. Chapter 5 concerns project evaluation.  
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