Digital Collections

Minutes of the Long Run Association

ltem Type Text
Authors Long Run Baptist Association
Download date 2026-08-09 23:23:56

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10392/4723



http://hdl.handle.net/10392/4723

o i ) \J
r MINUTES |
' Ofthe Long Run Association of Bapiists,
HLLSD At [E(mgl]éém Meeting House, Jeflerson County, on the first Friday, and the Saturday{succeed-
,)m eptember, 2

The [ntroductory Surmon delivered by Brother Jow~n DavLe, from the 16th of Matthew and 18thverse.
Latters from the Churches were called for,read, and the Messengers names enrolled, as MIOE::

————— - ypeatincen .
) M| | N
N NSRRI
TRCHES. : MESSENGERS' NAMES.  |3ixKSIRE|E I8 I8
| SRR
Jargrass, Abraham Netherton, (remnant of the Church.) - 6
shears Creek, James M'Quaid, Jno. Hunt, Jos, Stratten, 5| 5| 2 1] 88
hiwrith's Run, Neo Letter. , ; 23
i Run, Jonathan Weods, W. Brite, John Powell. 2 31} 17 2 (2.
i Creek, William Stoutt, N. Beauchamp, and D, Bennett. 4 3113 1 (175
g Rzm, John Dale, G. Bridges, D. Harris,and J. H. Sturgeon. | 4 | 2129 |4 |2 [193
rrod‘ s Creek, Henry Matthis. 1T
Pierson Willis, P. C. Wx]lrs,and A. Montgomery. 21 4113{1t]|4]17)
strancJa Isaac Collier, S, Jones, J. H. Stone. 3110({211]96
o Creek, B. C. Stevens, Geo. Waller, R. Cottrell & P, Courtney. | 16 5110|314 2206
long Run, Two Letters presented and laid on the 'Table. 27
mle, James Stevens, H. Netherton and A, B. Nay. 6, 886 157
s, D. E. Tyler, 8. K. Spatksand G. Markwell, 71 9,229
¢ Flock, Thos, Wells, Josiah Stone,J, H. West. - 1 1 2]1]76
jle Mount,  Lewis Newlin. 2 2111|4193
mb Creek, Elijah Weeks, Jas. Tichenor and H. Day. B SIS L 65
monaGreeIc,Jos Kelly, B. Branham, J. Corban, James Roberts and
- Rabert W, Rickets, 71 5| 17]8 302
em, J. Holland, H, Caris, J. Dooley,J. Ford& J.C.Burnett.] 8| 210 1 153
lhyville, J. G. Withers, A. Fox, and S. Dupuy--twenty left us by ;
consent, 2| 6] ¢ 65
lorsville,  C. Hardesty, W, Thomas, N. B. Beckham & R. H. Neal.] 18 | 3} 2 7t
pewell, John Tayler, J. Ghoff, and A. Harding. 2l 6| 312137 -
. Mariah,  Elisha Haden and Elijah Searcy. 3] 6| 2 1145
kpsonsville, ~ Jessee Robinson, J. Alexander and P. Johnston, 5y 9, 2 2 | 60
heer Joel Hulsey, J. Neal R. Lancaster, and D. Caplinger. 77 1136
T Pools, E. Applegate, 2 2] 30
misville, O. Vanbuskirk, F. Garr, C, Quaryand D. Blankenbaker,j 4 | 15| 10 10 | 2 |185
Yt Rock, Saml. Vance and Thos. J. Nash. 2 1 l 24
lyd’s Forkt, ~ Two letters presented and laid on the Table. 3| 9jtjt1}e

The Agsociation being organized, Elder George Waller was chosen Moderator and Saml, Dupuy Clerk
Letters' from corresponding Associations called for, read, and the Mes=engers took their seats, as follows:
ro'n Elkhorn, Edmund Waller, -

v F rankhn, S. M. Noel and Abraham Ceok. -
% Concord, Isaac Malin and Robert Jeflries,
% Baptist, A Herndon, Thos. Lillard.
+ Balem, Isaac Taylor.
« Sulpher Fork, J. A. MGuire, F. H. Goodrich, J. Mount, J. Metcalf, and J. Knigit.
% South District, Lewis Wilhite and Stephen Stone.
% Licking,—no leller, nor Messenger.
The Letters from South Long Run taken up and read,and refered to the Committee of Arrangement.
The Letters from Floyd’s Fork taken up and read, and the following Messengers received: \W. Darnett,
mrod Harorick, and William Hobbs, State of the Cliurch as follows —Received by letter 3, di: mmcd
letter 9, excluded 1, dead 1—Total 25.
Brethren appoiuted to write to corraspondmo Associations—-S. Jones, II. Caris, N. Beauchamp, Joha
leand Amos Fox. Adjourned till to.morrow morning 9 o’clock. «
Saturday morning met according to adjournment~—Prayer by Brother Haolland.
The Report of the Committee of Arrangements received and the Committee discharged.
The Circular Letter called for, read, and adopted,
The Eetiers from South Long Run ta‘.&en up and the following answer adopted :—

wo Letters baing presented "and each parporting to be from the Church'at Seuth Lorg Rur, the As
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Scciation %entints iie considetation of the claims set up by cach, to the name end Constitution of said chudy
and 1t appearing (o the satisfaction of this Association thatthe party represented by Ephraim Davis, Edn
Edwards and Theophilus Davis, is only represented asacting unworthily on account of their stern sdher
to tlie truth of God, in opposition to errer, we 4herefore cousider them to be the Church Proper at 8w
Long Run,sustainingthe character of said Church from its Constituticn, with its connection with this
suciatien to the present, and that the party represented by Z. Carpenter and Elisha Frazier, have gene a
in companypand under the s.a.a kind of influence, under. which partsof several other churches, (viz:) Fiy
Fork, Chenowiths run, Beargrass, and Harrod’s creek, have departed from thie Constituticn of this An.c
tiua, we say, that said party has become so completely identified with the system of Reform,a sysiem de
stve in 1ts nature, subversive of the truth of God in his word, and disorganizinyg in its-tendency, we therel
disown all connection wiih said system, and all wha support it; while we would say to our Brethren u
8:sters who have been with us, and shared, in our sorows and ourjoys, ouradversities and prosperity-=y
havemarched with us to batile and to triumph under the same Lord of hosts, with the same crewn in v
snunated by the same principle of love supremely to our Great Leader, and to one another with pure e
fervently—while our hearts have glowed, with sympatbetic solicitude to the throne of Grace for the si
tion of our dying fcllow men. We say that ous brethren know that we have not departed from our Cony
tutional principles, nor the usages of the Buptists geneially of cur denominativn; and aliho’ wehave
charged with persecution, proscription, and almost every evil work, we know curselves to be, asa body, i
rocent, and cansider ourselves slandered, by those charges, and appea! to the candopr of our Brethren,
acquittal from them, and invite them-to retrace their steps, come back to the Coastitution of this Assce
tion, and goalong withusand letustry to do each other good.
Took into consideration the case of the Church at Chenowith’s Run, and Benjamin Garrand Heary H:
kins sdmitted to secats,and 23 reported as their nuymber,
The next associatian to be hald in Taylorsville, in the county of Spencer, the 1st Friday in Sept. 163
Letters to corresponding Associations called for,and Messengers appointed. to bear them,
To Eikkorn~~John Ford, B. C. Stevens, to be held at North Fork mesting house, Franklin. County, i
2ad Satnrday in August 1833, ’ ’
To Franklin—8. K. Sparks, J. G. Withers, Joel Hulsey, Isaac Collier, John Dale and: Josepii Kelly, tou’
held at Six-Mile meeting house, Shelby County, the 2d Friday in Sept. 1832,
To Salem—+Nathan Beauchamp, William Stout, C. Hardesty, [1.-[lawkins, Jesse Carpenter, 8. T Spar
John Holland —to be keld at Mill Creek, Nelson county, on Fiiday befure the first Lot
day in Qctober 1832,
Daptist—Jesse Carpenter, E Edwards, I1. Caris, D. Harris and John Alexander, fo be held at Providens
meeling house, Anderson county, on Friday Lefore the 1st Saturday in August, 1833,
Sulpler Fork--S. K. Spaks, Daniel Harris, Joel Iulsey and J. Keily, to be held at Pigeon-Fosk, Hey
county, on the 4th Friday in Sept. 1€32. .
Concord—D. Harris, Joseph Kelly, R. W, Rickets, S. K. Sparks and F, Davis, to be held at Drennoj
Ridge meeting house, Henry county, the 4th Friday in August, 1833, ~
South District-~John Holland, W. Barnett, J. C. Burnctt and Peter Courtney, to be held at Deep Cre&r
meeting house, Mercer county,on Fiiday before the 34 Saturday in Angust, 1633,
Union Meetings to be held us follows:—="T'Le st in Sleibyville-~2d, in Simpsonsville--34 at Kingt’-—‘
44, at Flat Rock,
Brethren appointed to preach on to-marrew~~3. M. Noek Edmund Waller, and Isaac Taylor,
Elder Georae Waller to preach the nextintrednctory Sennva,  Elder John Sturgeca in case of failure
Elder Joel Hulsey to write the noxt Circular Letier,
The Clerk to Superintend the printing the Minuics, - GECRGE WALLER, Mad'
Saxy, Deevy, Cleck,

o imattd

CIRCULAR LETTER

The Lang Run Assoctation of Baptistz now convened at Long Run Meeting—3ay (he-grace of God, th
Tove of the Lord Jesus,and the communivn of the ijoly Ghost, be with the churches of which shie is evinpusic,
Deoved i the Lord—

Assembled in tie pame and by the authority of the Great IHead vitle
Clureh, for the maintaining of the urity of the spirit, for the purpose of advising on the best means of prows
ting the purity, peace and prosperity of Z. v, for the strengthening of our confilence in our brethren, 2.
the cullivation of Jove, for the enlarging and cherishing of acquaintancc and fellowship, with vur sister assoow
tions, by an affectionate and foud recivrocation of views. feelings and desires—we feel itour privilege aul
énty tosebmit to your christian covsider=tion seme thenghts, which. ueder the divive blessicg, may befs
your caation, edification and cembort. Many st ve been luid before you by way of Circular. Ou
“fabor, though objectedto by semie, Las not heen i vaing and we are therefore encotraged to perseva
in such a convenient and eilicientmeasnre to keepup an uininn of hewrts; doetrine and practice, 8o indisper
sably characteristic of the Disciples of Christ.  The present is » crisis of serious importance with ns, aod wii
form a distinguished era in the iistory of our denonsination.  This is an age of inveption and speculation; e
“wpirti of cinendation and sowsm has gone forthand isstalking ke the uncleanspirit of wld throughithe cliirches,
] i adowed rost, in the ‘bani:lmest of peace and seioa from the heuse of Gsd.\,‘.{‘. rc.:od aoi |
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among us, many have a doctrins, asystenr to propose; errors long since latd aside as the-oflspring chgncnn&
and superstition, have, by theological aspirants, been recently recussitated;’called from their graves whem,
they should have lain in the silence of eternal oblivion, and presented to the world- as new and important dis "
coveries. Doctrine, spiritual and experimental, built. oo the ever enduring rock of immutable and diviae
truth, is scrutinized by carnaireason, and rejected as the legitimate offspring of mystical Babylon. These :
facts considered, we shall solicit your attention to some remarks on spiritual-mindedness. That the heart o
man is naturally, universally and unexpressably evil, isa fict that the word.of God clearly reveals, and expe.
rience and observation confirm. Itis equally true, that while occupying theawful circumstances of the fall, |
he cannot enjoy that God, who.alone can be enjoyed by those who have a nature, temper and disposition suis ;
ted to the spiritual and holy exercises of devotion. Any system of religion which does not provide for the rec-
tiflcation of the moral powers,and capacitate the soul for the enjoyment of God, is not worthy of the great au.
thor of our existence, nor the attention of enlightened beings. If the religion ofJesus secure not thic object, ;
what uitimate advantage will itbe? Itdoes most assuredly, provide for theamelioration ofthe heart, and the
sanctifieation ofour pature. It is therefore admirably ealculated to secure the great object of the. remedml
government of God. With reference to these facts the Apostle affirms, that ifany man be'to Christ he is a-
new creature, (or creation); those born again have a new heart given aad a pew spirit put within them, tha
moral powers receive a new direction; the mind endowed with spiritual ight, reasons, deliberates, judges, and |
determinesin a new manner aud on new objects, as a blessing invariably attendant onspiritual illumination;
the will receives new inclinations, purposes and delights, while the aflections, under his transforming opera-~
tions, are newly directed and rectificd as to ebject and manner. Is.itnot a glorious truth, written not with
ink, but the spirit of God on the table of the heart of all the regenerated sons of God, that "under the i invinci-
ble and marvelous operations of divine grace, the hard and stony heart is takeo away, the enmity tbemof
#lain, and ooe given, to understand, love and obey the law of God? Where thespirit of Jesus fills the heart, .
be works a patient teachable, helieving and obedient disposition. Considering the above, is not spiritual-
mindedness superinduced by the spirit of God, viz: a dlsposition lmplanted in the heart, to love spiritual ob-~
jects, delight in spiritual exercises, asd dxscharge spiritual duties! = So that from superior inclination tospir-
itual thiogs, the man becomes hahltually devoted to God, who is aspirit, and seeketh such to worship him, as
dv 30 in spirit and truth, while the heart of such is filled with love to all holy beings. They delight to draw
pear tothat God whom they serve with the whole heart; they feél it to be their greatest privilege, their high-
est honor, their noblest enjoyment, their unceasing duty, to express the devout affections of the heart iu hymns
of praise and-thanksgfving, in fervent prayer and aupphc'\txon. Under the influence of this sweet temper.
with what cheerfulaess do they present their bodies before the Lord, to be employed in his service; and, worn.
out in toil and labar forhis glory, their members yielded as instrumentsof righteousness uato hohne»s—theu‘
powers, senses and organs coasecrated to the soul enlivening exercises of adoration! Wediscover that those
who worship in the inner court, are often charged with bigotry, intolerance and persecution, because they
disclaim all christian fellowship, for forms of godliness where its power is denied, and its evidences not felt..
Fhere are many fair systems, claiming divine origin, recommended by plausible efforts and eflicacious cere-.
montes, but all these are insufficient to secure an union, when we believe the word of God and the annoioting
which we have -oceived, forbid. Can the spiritual-miuded barter away their privilege or abandon their du-
ty, to secure the applause of raen or shield them from their invectives! No-—their high rclativn unfolds am
obligation, theydare not, they cannot violate. The spiritual-minded have a treasure that the inexperienced
kuow not of.  Itislife and peace, the life of God in the soul.the beginning and earnestof eternzl life—in the
possession of which, what noble enjoyments have they in the lively exercises of devotion? Let us then, dear
brethren, enter the sanctuary of the J.word with love abounding. desires arising, and prayers ascending, and
there enjoy the unspeakable delight, the inexpressable pleasure, which arises from the bannerof Lis love,and.
the fruits of his spirit. Thussitting together in heavenly places, let us submissively bear the reproach of this.
happy enthusiasin, (so called.) Aslife with all its endearing rccommendations is theirs, so peace with all her
laveiy train soothos, cheers, animates and directs thewn; while on their pilgrimage, the God of peace dwells
with them, the angel of peace comforts them, the gospel of peace directs them, the happy effects of peace fol~
low them; under the pleasant enjoyment of a kingdom of righteousness, jey and peace in the Holy Ghost, they
promote peace in the circle in which they move, and where the truths of (ch and the peace of sm,xol), are
mot inyolved, follow peace and holiiness with all men. Oh Brethreu! if these be the never failirg eilucts of
spirilual-mindudness, whenee is it that the celestial plant withers in, or has left the abodes of, Zion?! Has
not a spirit, averse to the one of wkich we speak, been entered amorg ust. It sheuld be a subject of serivus.
inquiry, how far the dectrires of the day are calculated to promote the life and peace of spiritnal-mindedness.
Shou'd we not examine vurown hearts with prayerfil altention, what is the prevailing disposition of cur
hearts,as this marks our character as carnal orspiritnal?  So far as caruality preveails,thelile and peace of re-
ligivn disappear. Letus avoid angry contention about things of earthly erigin; know no man after the flesh,
and seck to be strong in faith and koowiedge, thatthe charge ofcarnality fall not onus. We know as saiuts
in the body there is a degree ofcarnality attaclied to the most holy on earth; they are.so in pre purti(m totle
degree tn which they fall short, in heart and life, of conforp:ity to the spiritual law ot Gud. How often does
the old man gather - rength and captivate the mind to the love of ein and death? how ofien do the entargling
and bewitdering snaves of the world reiund onr spiritoal pragress, and embitter the experience of the samla‘
Saints often groan in this tabernacle from the strong contrarict ; they feel, when laborir g underthe risings

Ofmrnahly and workings ofcmn.puun. They, from thctullcsl convietion, cry with Pdlll 1 ain carnal, sobd
Under sln, and when betrayed into acts they disapprove and monrn over, and feel sin as an aLhored inmate
dwplling in them, they areled to the butaliing confession, [ canwmgt do tie things T would, Such have many
iifficultics (o eccounsor from withont, Lutthe christiun’s warfare 1s prineipally withio,

“There intatizued Lis fervent spirit lzbors.  There be fights

Aud there be obtains fresh trinmphs o'er Linsself,

And never withering wreaths —compared with wlica

The laurzls that a Cavsar re aps are weeds.”

Tiisvorfict will continue while we renain in this fabernecle.  This thold keep us humble, a2 fead us

to Ciiriat fo ker'u’l.l, accordingtocor trids. Alay we ever Le fourd ma?'(.nn- the imust perseveiing cifort te
crereumic (Lrotigh the bleod of Uy lamb, L*ek!.':ca, seell moge the wivd Uowazin Jusus
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tivate as far as practiculle, this spirit Lere treated of. In proportion as epiritnal-mindedness prevails, webe-
come pobly superior Lo the world, and live above the edrth’s entavgling illurements of carnal delights. e
are commanded to love not the world, if we do the love of the Father i3 not in us. Do we not know, and
when under the icfluence of this sweet temper, feel, thatall its {ashions and treasures are as fading as the
withering rose?! 'Wae should seclt an increase of this celestial disposition, by a disengagedness from carnal
objects and employments, by fnllowing the sweet allurings & dictates of the holy spirit, by meditation, prayer
& searching the scriptures. The spirititsl contemplative, as it were, ranges the fair coasts of light, & inings
{rom therich resources ofdivine truth the ‘dearest consolations. Such often go to God in prayer, as they
koew, without Jesus, they -can do nothing. Yes,brathren, we must receive help from God. We labor
in vain except the Itrd build the house; exocpt the Lotd keep the city, all our vigilance and attention will be
ineffectual; if we are enabled to maintain the conflict with good sticcess, the Lord mast arm. strengthen and
invigorate us; ifsinnersare saved, salvation is of the Lord. Then let uslook by faith to the rock that is higher
than we; let the voice of want arise to our merciful High Priest, from our closets, our family altar, and the
social meeting. If prayer be virtually rejected by some and acorned by others, let us glory in such exercise,

a8 elevates thesoul to the skies, holds converse with the father of lights, and brings down ia rich reversion the

e

blessings of a dear Redeemer to our-disconsolate hearts. Let us, brthren, connect with our prayers perse-
verance and watchfulness. Search'the holy Scriptures, remembering that the spirit that dictated can only
unfold theirsacred beauties and mysteries. For want of the spirit we here treat of, and from a neglect of
the duties we here enforce,how many have fallen and left the sons of Zian in sackoloth? When we call to
remembrance the state of society,should we not, with the mourning Prophet, take up a lamentation over
the waste places of the sanctnary, every word should be uttered with agroan, and every letter written with a
tear while we are coustrained tosay that Zion has been bleeding, her gates solitary, ber beanties shadowed
with the dark curtains of midnight gloom; but glory to'God in the highest, she begins to arise and look forth
as the morning. and we trust wil! soon shine with the nosulled brightness of the suno—may the graces of the
spirit abound 1n us, let us glorify Jesus by filling up our duty as menand as christians, and besteadfast, unmov.
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord; be faithful unto death, that we may receive a crowa of life—

Farewell,
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