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PREFACE 
 

It would have been impossible for me to complete this project by myself. The 

Lord has overwhelmingly blessed me with relationships and opportunities that have paved 

the way to accomplish this task. While it was no easy road to travel, it was an enjoyable 

journey every step of the way due to the support and connections God has orchestrated in 

my life.  

First, I want to thank The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and the 

Professional Doctoral Studies program. This school greatly enhanced my knowledge of 

the faith, challenged me beyond what I thought I was capable of, and enriched my 

effectiveness as a minister. I am also grateful for my faculty supervisor, Dr. Timothy K. 

Beougher, whom the seminary assigned to me for this project. From the very beginning, 

he was insightful, encouraging, supportive, dependable, and sincere toward me. He 

guided me through the entire process every step of the way. 

Second, I want to thank Evangelism Explosion International for allowing me to 

be the Director of Student Ministries and to use this platform to further my academics. 

This ministry project has been monumental for the development of a high school 

curriculum for the ministry, and as a result of this process, we gained a great amount of 

information. I am also grateful for my father-in-law, and president of Evangelism 

Explosion International, John B. Sorensen. He has supported me through my Master of 

Divinity work and my Doctor of Ministry work. He has believed in me every step of the 

way, and he encouraged me to further my education in great ways. 

Third, I want to thank Chets Creek Church and its pastoral staff for providing 

an opportunity for me to implement this project. I am also grateful for my close friend, 

Pastor Cameron Boothe. His friendship is invaluable to me, and this project permitted an 



   

x 

opportunity for us to do ministry together once again. He has always encouraged and 

challenged me to pursue God and to grow in my faith, and he entrusted me with his 

students at Chets Creek Church to implement this project.  

Fourth, I want to thank my role model, mentor, and spiritual father, Dr. Ron A. 

Bramos. He was bold enough to share the gospel with me, which in turn radically changed 

my life to also boldly share the gospel with others. He has supported me through all my 

educational endeavors and has poured countless hours of wisdom into me over the years. 

He believed in me when I did not believe in myself. God has monumentally used him in 

my life in strategic ways, even to the point of making the accomplishment of this project 

possible.  

Lastly, I want to thank my wife, Hannah Rariden. I do not deserve her love and 

support for me. She encouraged me every step of the way and helped me in far too many 

ways for me to be able to count. Her impact in my life is immeasurable, and I would not 

have been able to do this project without her. 

Kevin Rariden 

Arden, North Carolina 

May 2025 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

The vision of Evangelism Explosion International (EEI) is “every nation 

equipping every people group and every age group to witness to every person.” One such 

age group that EEI feels called to focus on equipping is the high school student, which 

would be today’s Generation Z. The apostle Paul understood the importance of discipling 

the younger generation in the faith—as shown in his discipleship of Timothy (Acts 16). 

In the same way, high school students need to be grounded in the key elements of their 

faith to build and strengthen deep, personal relationships with Jesus. One way of doing 

this is by teaching them how to share their faith with others. For this reason, I worked 

alongside EEI on this project of developing a curriculum to disciple high school students 

with evangelism training. 

Context 

The ministry context in which I serve is with the ministry of Evangelism 

Explosion International. The ministry is best known for providing effective equipping 

tools to churches to disciple believers in the area of evangelism. I serve as the Director of 

Student Ministries at EEI; and for this project, I developed a curriculum geared toward 

high school students at Chets Creek Church (CCC) in Jacksonville, Florida. The mission 

of this project was to eventually create a student ministry curriculum to be used in 

churches who are actively using EEI’s ministry resources. My project focused solely on 

the implementation of the newly developed curriculum specifically at CCC.  

EEI was founded in 1962 by the late D. James Kennedy at his local church in 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Over the decades, the ministry that started locally in south Florida 
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has expanded to reach churches around the world. The ministry works diligently in 

evangelism and discipleship that all began with the founder’s vision and passion. Kennedy 

was serving as a lead pastor in a congregation when he realized his church attendance was 

declining at a rapid pace. His wife even teased him that she was going to leave the church 

and attend another down the street. Kennedy did not want to reach already churched 

people; he wanted to reach unchurched people who need the hope of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. As his vision began to flourish through the first Evangelism Explosion training 

(known now as classic EE), more and more pastors around the country began to catch 

wind of what was taking place. Kennedy created a simple and practical way for a believer 

to share the gospel. It is best known as the diagnostic questions and the Evangelism 

Explosion (EE) Gospel Presentation. Essentially, a believer can be trained on how to 

have a conversation with another person about their faith utilizing the diagnostic 

questions and the EE Gospel Presentation to talk through gospel points and Scriptures. 

This method exploded throughout churches across the nation and eventually reached 

churches internationally (in every nation!). 

Today, the ministry has reached a more corporate level. EEI’s successor, John 

Sorensen, has continued the founder’s vision of equipping the local church with evangelism 

and discipleship tools for believers to grow in how they share their faith with nonbelievers. 

Throughout the years of EEI, the ministry has created and launched different platforms of 

curricula that teach and reach different demographics of believers. The ministry has 

developed evangelistic tools for children, deaf Christians, incarcerated believers, college 

and young adults, and middle-aged to senior adults. EEI has accomplished this by 

implementing several different types of curriculums into ministry contexts to equip those 

specific demographics.  

I am honored to have the opportunity to develop an evangelism curriculum that 

specifically equips high school students in the United States of America. The initial launch 

of this curriculum is implemented initially at CCC in Jacksonville, Florida, which is 
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currently not a local church that utilizes EEI’s materials. While this is a pilot launch of a 

curriculum to take place at CCC, the grander goal would be that EEI will utilize the 

developed curriculum to come alongside the local church in the Western world to assist 

in equipping and mobilizing high school students in the area of evangelism. 

EEI has many great strengths. The ministry has a rich history that shows how 

fruitful its work has been for seeing the gospel go forth. EEI’s greatest strength is that it 

provides curriculum that reaches the masses. It seems as if EEI has a curriculum that is 

suitable for just about any age group, and also works internationally in different cultures. 

The curriculum is also translated into many languages. There are methods that also 

change to fit different cultural groups. What could work well with a given people group 

may not work well with a different people group, and the ministry has been sensitive to 

this and restructured its approach. Illustrations have been developed and become part of 

the training material to help make the gospel points applicable to the person being shared 

with. The curriculum is enriched deeply with Scripture, and also helps believers 

confidently share the gospel with just about anyone they may encounter.  

As mentioned, EEI has created many curricula that are suitable for different 

age groups and types of people. For instance, a curriculum for children called Hope for 

Kids equips third to fifth graders to recite Scripture and the key gospel points, and 

strategies have been implemented to train incarcerated Christians to proactively share 

their faith in prison cells. Each curriculum is uniquely crafted to target specific 

individuals within a ministry context.  

Even though EEI has many strengths, one major weakness is evident amongst 

the local churches who implement the ministry’s resources. The ministry currently does 

not have a curriculum that reaches and targets high school students in the Western world. 

The ministry did have a former curriculum called Youth EE; however, it has been 

unintentionally retired for almost two decades now. The ministry also created a 

curriculum best known as XEE that targeted the youth culture twenty years ago, but that 
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curricula has become ineffective for youth students for more than a decade. The ministry 

anticipated that youth ministries would capture the vision of XEE, but the youth 

ministries who used Youth EE never utilized XEE. The Youth EE materials are no longer 

printed nor produced because of the newly developed curriculum of XEE.  

The culture and the current generation of high school students has dramatically 

changed, especially in the United States. EEI recognized the need and is committed to 

developing a new curriculum to effectively equip high school students with evangelism 

training and growth through discipleship.  

When developing the curriculum, I consulted specific youth workers from 

across the nation on several components from their ministry context as well as asked for 

input for discipling students with evangelism training. These interviews happened in 

order to make the curriculum stronger by having multicultural and multi-denominational 

input from across the United States. While for this ministry project, I focused on the 

implementation of the curriculum at CCC, these different inputs helped strengthen the 

curriculum for the sole purpose of discipling a variety of students from different 

backgrounds. The discoveries made from this evangelism training being field tested at 

CCC were monumental in the further development of the high school curriculum for EEI. 

Rationale 

With the knowledge of the weakness that exists within EEI, I was convicted to 

pursue this project to equip high school students in evangelism training. I wanted to 

provide an effective high school curriculum to churches like CCC who are passionate 

about equipping their congregants to share their faith with the lost, including high school 

students. 

This project was needed for high schoolers as well because of the direct 

command Jesus Christ has given to all believers who aspire to follow him. In the words 

of our Lord Jesus Christ in Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all 
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nations.”1 These words were given prior to the ascension of Jesus, where He departs to 

heaven after his resurrection. Jesus declared this as a direct commission for his followers 

to go and make disciples of all nations. This command was not selective to a certain 

group of individuals—it is a commission to all who have accepted Jesus Christ as their 

Savior for eternal salvation. A great way for a believer to grow as a disciple of Jesus is to 

pursue fulfilling the Great Commission in Matthew 28. Growing as a disciple in the Lord 

enables one to be ready to present the gospel with a full understanding of the work of Jesus 

Christ. Peter wrote in his first letter, “But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 

always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 

that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect” (1 Pet 3:15). Being equipped with 

evangelism training benefits the believer to be an effective witness for Christ. It is vital 

for believers to know what to say when they have an opportunity for a gospel conversation.   

Another reason for this project is the feedback EEI has received from local 

churches on the inactivity of high schoolers sharing their faith. There may be a lack of 

high school evangelism due to several reasons. EEI has discovered that high school 

students feel inadequate and unworthy of sharing their faith. The major causes of this 

belief are that high school students feel they are unsure about what they believe 

themselves, do not know what to say in the time of sharing, and are afraid of rejection. 

Discipling high school students with a curriculum that can develop them in evangelism 

can drastically transform their approach to this reality. EEI believes that being equipped 

in evangelism training can inspire high school students to be proactive in sharing their 

faith and be a participant in fulfilling the Great Commission given by Jesus Christ. 

After conducting research on Generation Z and viewing that generation 

through the Word of God, I have found that 1 Corinthians 15 would be a suitable chapter 

to help high school students be equipped to reach their peers with the gospel of Jesus 
 

1 Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version. 
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Christ. For this reason, a majority of the biblical and theological basis for this project is 

focused on 1 Corinthians 15. This passage highlights many of the things Generation Z 

needs today and also provides opportunity for believers to exegete the passage further to 

explore other areas of the Scriptures. Therefore, the biblical and theological basis for this 

project highlights Jesus’s commission to all believers as well as a close look into Paul’s 

epistle, 1 Corinthians 15.  

This project was needed at CCC because the youth pastor was intending to 

equip his students in the area of discipleship in evangelism. His passion was to use his 

student ministry as a vehicle to disciple students to reach their peers who have not heard 

the gospel. The pastoral staff of CCC has a vision to disciple their congregants to share 

their faith with their community and beyond. The pastoral staff and the leadership of the 

youth ministry believe that discipling teens in evangelism is essential and a major part in 

a student’s spiritual journey as well as part of their vision. 

If high school students at CCC are discipled with a curriculum that engages 

them in active evangelistic tools, then the church will experience students being planted 

firmly in their faith and leading other people to Jesus Christ for salvation. I feel urged and 

called to come alongside EEI to craft and develop a curriculum for high school students to 

be used at CCC. The implementation of this curriculum would bring enough evidence for 

EEI to push for the developed curriculum to be used at other partnered churches in their 

ministry context. A great amount of research went into the development of this 

curriculum, but my desire was that it would benefit the high school students of CCC.  

Purpose 

The purpose of this project was to equip high school students at Chets Creek 

Church in Jacksonville, Florida, in evangelism training through Evangelism Explosion 

International.  
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Goals 

To fulfill the purpose of the project, I aimed to accomplish three goals of 

success for the glory of God. These goals served as steps to achieving continuity 

throughout the ministry project.  

1. The first goal was to assess the current evangelism practices of youth workers who 
represent different denominations and cultures.  

2. The second goal was to develop an eight-unit curriculum for youth pastors to train the 
current generation of high school students on how to evangelize. 

3. The third goal was to equip high school students at Chets Creek Church in 
Jacksonville, Florida, to share the gospel through the developed curriculum.  

To measure the success of this project and to know if these goals were met, a 

research methodology was created. This research methodology measured the successful 

completion of the three goals. This methodology is described in the following section.  

Research Methodology 

Successful completion of this project depended upon the completion of the 

three goals. The first goal was to assess the current evangelism practices of youth 

workers who represent different denominations and cultures. This goal was measured by 

administering a survey to sixteen youth workers that focused on discovering their 

influence and exposure to high school students.2 These sixteen youth workers were 

interviewed from a pool of more than thirty ministers; and through prayer and the Holy 

Spirit’s guidance, sixteen youth workers were invited to participate in representing their 

denomination. Using a database of churches who practice evangelism consistently for 

their adult members, the interviewees were found and selected based on their 

involvement in these churches, involvement with youth, location, sphere of influence, 

and denomination. Once the survey was completed, the ministers were invited to a 

consultation where further field research was done. This goal was considered successfully 
 

2 See appendix 1. All the research instruments used in this project were performed in 
compliance with and approved by The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Research Ethics Committee 
prior to use in the ministry project. 
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met when sixteen youth pastors completed the survey worksheet and the consultation 

event. The findings of the survey and consultation were analyzed and pointed to a clearer 

picture of the current practices surrounding different churches’ ways of teaching 

evangelism to high school students. 

The second goal was to develop an eight-unit curriculum to train the current 

generation of high school students on how to evangelize. The curriculum served as a way 

for youth pastors to disciple their students to share the gospel. This goal was measured by 

youth ministry experts who utilized a rubric to evaluate the biblical accuracy, scope and 

sequence of the curriculum, pedagogy, and practicality for those being trained.3 This goal 

was considered successfully met when 90 percent of the rubric criteria reached the 

sufficient level.   

The third goal was to equip high school students at Chets Creek Church in 

Jacksonville, Florida, to share the gospel through the developed curriculum. This goal 

was measured by a pre- and post-survey for high school students.4 The survey evaluated 

the students’ experience, knowledge, confidence, and comfort when evangelizing before 

and after the training. The survey focused on the students’ ability in sharing the gospel—

both before and after the training is completed. Also, during the training, students were 

placed in groups and went out into the community to share their faith. This goal was 

considered successfully met when the pre- and post-surveys revealed a positive 

difference through a t-test on the students’ scores.  

Limitations and Delimitations 

Two limitations applied to this project. The first limitation was that I am not 

employed by Chets Creek Church; rather, I am employed at Evangelism Explosion 

International. That limitation alone restricted me regarding when this training curriculum 
 

3 See appendix 2. 

4 See appendix 3. 
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could be implemented as well as in what format the training could be executed. To mitigate 

this limitation, I planned with the youth pastor of CCC to create a week-long summer 

retreat where all eight units of the curriculum could be taught in an intensive format. An 

additional mitigation for this limitation was to plan with the youth pastor several months 

in advance for how this training could be executed in their church. The curriculum was 

then taught to high school students during the summer, when most students were available 

since schools were closed. The second limitation was the completion of the pre- and post-

training surveys done by the students. The needed outcome was that the high school 

participants submit their responses honestly based upon their experiences, knowledge, 

and understanding of evangelism. However, if their names are tied to their answers, they 

may not have answered accurately knowing both I and their youth pastor would see them. 

To mitigate this limitation, the students were assured that their responses on the surveys 

would be anonymous. Their name would not be tied to how they personally answered by 

creating and using a four-digit code that is unique to them and must be put on both 

surveys. This kept survey submissions anonymous so that respondents could answer 

honestly and help me to align the pre- and post-surveys for collecting data.  

Three delimitations applied to this project. First, this project focused exclusively 

on high school students. The developed curriculum could work for other demographics, 

but this project focused on teenagers. Second, this project was the first phase of a multi-

phase ministry plan. This project was a launching of a student curriculum to be used 

through EEI, and the first phase was to implement the project at CCC. EEI wants 

partnering churches that use EEI resources for their ministry to also have a high school 

curriculum, but this project did not focus on that long-term goal. Third, the data collected 

from this first phase of the project will be used for the next phase. In the first phase of 

this project, the ministry learned in-depth statistics about teens as well as the culture and 

temperature of evangelism in youth groups across America. The data collected on 

Christian and non-Christian high schoolers helped the ministry create a strong and useful 
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curriculum. Those changes were made for the further development of this curriculum to 

be used within other churches, though the main data being collected was from the pilot 

launch at CCC.  

Conclusion 

Lifeway conducted a study in 2019 that showed 66 percent of teenagers who 

regularly attended church stopped attending from eighteen years old to twenty-two years 

old.5 And the trend seen in 2019 was that this number was growing. One way to combat 

teenagers leaving the church once they graduate high school is by discipling them to have 

a deep, personal relationship with Jesus. An important part of believers growing in their 

faith is knowing how to share the gospel. Jesus called all believers to share their faith and 

be disciple-makers through his Great Commission. In chapter 2, I will discuss the biblical 

and theological basis for this project, which will focus on Jesus’s commission, 

discipleship, identity in Christ, evidence in the faith, and biblical testimonials. First 

Corinthians 15 was the major scriptural theme for this curriculum, and I also segued into 

other supporting passages found in the Word of God. This biblical and theological basis 

served as a foundation for the developed curricula to be used to train high school students 

at CCC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Aaron Earls, “Most Teenagers Drop Out of Church When They Become Young Adults,” 
Lifeway Research, December 26, 2022, https://research.lifeway.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-
of-church-as-young-adults/.  

https://research.lifeway.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-of-church-as-young-adults/
https://research.lifeway.com/2019/01/15/most-teenagers-drop-out-of-church-as-young-adults/
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CHAPTER 2 

BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL BASIS FOR 
EVANGELISM TRAINING 

This chapter focuses on the Gospels in the New Testament where Jesus 

commissions his followers to be effective witnesses for his kingdom’s sake. To 

accomplish this mission, believers must grow in knowledge of the foundational truths of 

the Christian faith while demonstrating a life transformed by these truths. The passages 

addressed will focus on the Great Commission and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus’s Great Commission to Make 
Disciples of All Nations 

Found within all four Gospels is the widely known commission that Jesus Christ 

gave to his disciples following his resurrection of the grave. This command is best known 

as the Great Commission, and each Gospel writer records the significance of the 

assignment Jesus left them prior to his ascension into heaven. The Great Commission 

may seem, perhaps, a simple command with which Jesus instructed his disciples; however, 

this directive reaches much further than just his immediate apostles. Jesus instructs his 

followers to multiply and make more disciples in every nation of the entire world. To 

accomplish such a command, evangelism must take place in the lives of the disciples as 

well as new believers who come to know Jesus as their Lord and personal savior.  

Evangelism is the vehicle by which this command will be achieved. If 

evangelism is absent, then the Great Commission will not be fulfilled. Therefore, followers 

of Jesus Christ must participate in the work of evangelism as Christ has commissioned 

them to do so. The following sections include a closer look at the Great Commission 

according to the four Gospel writers. 
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Great Commission According to the Gospel 
of Matthew (28:18–20) 

The Gospel of Matthew records possibly the most well-known reference to the 

Great Commission. If one were to discuss the Great Commission with a follower of Jesus 

Christ, it is highly likely that the nature of the conversation would revolve around Matthew 

28:18–20. This passage is made up of the concluding verses of the Gospel of Matthew, 

and it was simply a clear instruction Jesus Christ gave to his eleven disciples as he met 

them in Galilee following his resurrection. The Great Commission according to Matthew 

28:18–20 states, “And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’” 

In his book Systematic Theology, the only reference to the Great Commission 

that the theologian and scholar Wayne Grudem gives is when he discusses the significance 

of why Christians should study theology. When giving the defense of this argument, he 

discusses the importance of the commission Jesus gave to his disciples: “The task of 

fulfilling the Great Commission includes therefore not only evangelism but also teaching. 

And the task of teaching all that Jesus commanded us is, in a broad sense, the task of 

teaching what the whole Bible says to us today.”1  

The implication of this insight demonstrates that to fulfill what Christ has 

commanded, believers must be discipled in the things Christ has instructed. When people 

come to know Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, they need to be taught 

Christ’s commands and learn to obey them. One of those commands is the Great 

Commission, and to obey this instruction, one must be equipped in evangelism. 

One major truth Christians must understand is found in Matthew 28:18 where 

there is a declaration that all authority in heaven and on earth has been granted to Jesus. 
 

1 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, 2nd ed. (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 2020), 27. 
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New Testament scholar Leon Morris remarks, “Now he has received the fullest possible 

authority, for it is authority in heaven and on earth. He is making clear that limitations 

that applied throughout the incarnation no longer apply to him. He has supreme authority 

throughout the universe.”2 Since Christ has all authority in heaven and on earth, this 

statement makes it clear that the command that follows is one that believers must be 

obedient toward. There is a divine authority demanding a mission to take place, and that 

mission is to be given to the disciples who would eventually pass the baton to new 

believers as they also are taught the things of Christ. Theologian Millard J. Erickson writes, 

“Jesus’s statement that all authority had been given to him suggests that, as he transfers 

his functions and responsibilities to his disciples, he has in mind a task that is presumably 

to carry on indefinitely.”3 

After Jesus’s statement of his solidified authority he goes on to instruct the 

disciples on what they are to do. Matthew 28:19 records Jesus’s instruction as, “Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” By Jesus saying “go therefore” at the beginning of his 

commission, he is declaring that this instruction should “therefore” be carried out because 

he has the fullest possible authority. Evangelical biblical scholar D. A. Carson explains that 

Jesus now has this universal authority, and as a result of that authority his disciples are to 

go and make disciples. Carson states, “His promotion to universal authority serves as an 

eschatological marker inaugurating the beginning of his universal mission.”4 This universal 

mission is to make disciples of all nations and baptize them according to the Trinitarian 

formula.  
 

2 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand 
Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans, 1992), 745. 

3 Millard Erickson, Christian Theology, 3rd ed. (Ada, MI: Baker, 2013), 81. 

4 D. A. Carson, Matthew, in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 8, Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
ed. Frank E. Gæbelein (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984), 595. 
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Jesus’s instruction continues to the disciples as he states in Matthew 28:20, 

“Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.” Grudem sheds light on the truth that the Great Commission 

is two-fold: evangelism and teaching theology to followers of Jesus. Reformed theologian 

R. C. Sproul points out similarly to Grudem that discipling must take place: “The Great 

Commission calls us to do more than work to convert people. It calls us to teach them, to 

ground them, to help them grow in conformity to Christ.”5 This is the heart of making 

disciples—to teach them in accordance to everything that Jesus has instructed and 

commanded. Carson contributes that this making of disciples is not just for the eleven 

disciples present in Galilee at the time of Jesus’s instruction, but rather making disciples 

is “binding on all Jesus’ disciples to make others what they themselves are—disciples of 

Jesus Christ.”6  

The Great Commission found here in the Gospel of Matthew demonstrates the 

universal authority of Jesus Christ. The commission Jesus is giving is clearly far greater 

than merely an instruction to the eleven disciples themselves. This greater scope of Jesus’s 

charge is why the fulfillment of the Great Commission has still yet to come, because 

disciples of all nations are continuing to be made, even today. However, the greatest 

encouragement that Jesus gives in this command is found in the last statement Matthew 

records: Jesus Christ is with the disciples even to the end of the age. While this task to 

reach all the nations may seem too great to attain, followers of Jesus must understand that 

the Lord himself is with them as they go, evangelizing and teaching. Morris remarks, “The 

disciple is not going to be left to serve God as well as he can in the light of what he has 

learned from the things Jesus has commanded. The disciple will find that he has a great 
 

5 R. C. Sproul, Matthew, St. Andrew’s Expositional Commentary (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2013), 826. 

6 Carson, Matthew, 596. 
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companion as he goes on his way through life.”7 This truth comforts followers of Jesus as 

they proclaim the good news to the ends of the earth.  

By examining the Great Commission found in the Gospel of Matthew one can 

see that the charge Christ gives is given by and with authority. The Christ follower is to 

submit to such authority and seek to fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus Christ by 

proclaiming the gospel and teaching all that Christ has commanded.  

Great Commission According to the Gospel 
of Mark (16:15–16)  

The Gospel of Mark records a very similar perspective of Jesus’s commission to 

his disciples. The Great Commission from Mark 16:15–16 states, “And he said to them, 

‘Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. Whoever believes 

and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.’” Before 

examining this passage further, it is important to note that these verses are considered part 

of the “longer ending” of the Gospel of Mark. Some of the earliest manuscripts conclude 

the Gospel after verse 8. Bible scholar Craig Evans observes, “Most think the longer 

passage is a late secondary conflation of traditions found in Matthew, Luke, John, and 

Acts, enriched with a few legendary details.”8 Many scholars believe that the verses that 

make up this “longer ending” were added later to include these important details into Mark. 

Also, the verbiage used in these verses for the Great Commission stresses the mission for 

followers of Christ to proclaim the gospel to all of creation. 

There is an emphasis found in this Great Commission, whether it is spurious or 

authentic, to take the gospel of Jesus Christ all over the world and broadcast the good news 

of salvation to the entire creation. The Great Commission found in Matthew touches on 

this idea briefly by stating, “all nations;” however, here in Mark is a directive that 
 

7 Morris, The Gospel According to Matthew, 749. 

8 Craig A. Evans, Mark 8:27–16:20, Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 34B (Dallas: Word, 2001), 
545. 
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expounds on what this may mean. New Testament scholar James R. Edwards notes the 

significance of this wording: “The gospel is of universal import: the disciples are sent 

‘into all the world,’ and the gospel is ordained for ‘all creation’ (Col 1:23). The ‘all (Gk. 

hapanta) is emphatic. The gospel is not intended for Jews apart from Gentiles, or Gentiles 

apart from Jews, but for all creation.”9 This precision gives the disciples, as well as new 

believers, a clear objective of to whom they are to proclaim this good news of salvation. 

Great Commission According to the  
Gospel of Luke (24:44–49) 

The Gospel of Luke records the Great Commission in a manner that emphasizes 

the fulfillment of Scripture. Luke 24:44–49 examines Christ’s fulfillment of prophecy:  

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
and said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But 
stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  

Here Christ emphasized to his disciples the validity of his resurrection as the event that has 

declared the availability of a propitiation for sins, as well as Old Testament prophecies 

made satisfied.  

Beginning in Luke 24:44, Jesus mentions that everything written about him 

throughout the Old Testament must be fulfilled, and his words testify to the fact that this 

was the way it was always intended to be. Leon Morris writes, “The solemn division of 

Scripture into the law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms (the three divisions of the 

Hebrew Bible) indicates that there is no part of Scripture that does not bear witness to 
 

9 James R. Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark, Pillar New Testament Commentary 
(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002), 505.  
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Jesus.”10 Jesus Christ resurrecting from the grave is the validation of all that has been 

promised throughout Scripture. 

Luke also records Jesus’s words in Luke 24:46 when he says, “Thus it is 

written.” As Jesus prepares to remind the disciples that he would suffer but then rise from 

the grave three days later, he informs them that this was recorded prior to it actually 

taking place. New Testament scholar Darrell L. Bock points out that Jesus communicates 

three themes in his explanation: (1) Jesus had to suffer according to what has been 

anticipated from Scripture; (2) Jesus would be raised from the grave according to what 

has been anticipated from Scripture; and (3) the disciples will be put on mission to 

proclaim the repentance and salvation for all the nations. Bock states, “It is crucial to 

appreciate that fulfillment centers on the person of the Christ. It is in the promised Son of 

David that these events are fulfilled. Old Testament hope is being realized here. . . . Jesus 

says he is the completion and fulfillment of scriptural promise and hope.”11 

In Luke 24:46–47, Jesus gives three Greek infinitives: (1) pathein, which means 

“to suffer;” (2) anastēnai, which means “to rise;” and (3) kērychthēnai, which means “to 

be proclaimed.” The message that the Christ should suffer and rise needs to be proclaimed, 

especially now that what has been promised has come to fruition. James Edwards observes, 

“V. 47 is a key transition in the narrative of Luke-Acts, for it sums up the life of Christ 

and anticipates the mission of the church. The forgiveness of sins promised in the sending 

of the Messiah (1:77; 3:3; 4:18) is now fulfilled in the proclamation in his name to the 

nations (v. 47).”12 
 

10 Leon Morris, Luke, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 3 (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 1988), 361. 

11 Darrell L. Bock, Luke, IVP New Testament Commentary (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 
1994), “Jesus’ Commission, Promise and Ascension (24:36–53),” para. 8, Logos. 

12 James R. Edwards, The Gospel According to Luke, Pillar New Testament Commentary 
(Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans, 2015), 735. 
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Great Commission According to the Gospel 
of John (20:21) 

The Gospel of John documents the Great Commission very briefly; but the 

author, John, shared great hope and encouragement for the disciples to hold on to. Jesus 

says in John 20:21, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.” This command to the disciples is shorter than the Great Commission recorded from 

the other Gospel writers, but there is a clear instruction that the disciples are now sent to 

continue the mission. D. A. Carson notes, “Jesus was sent by his Father into the world 

(3:17) by means of the incarnation (1:14) with the end of saving the world (1:29); now 

that Jesus’ disciples no longer belong to the world (15:19), they must also be sent back 

into the world (20:21) in order to bear witness, along with the Paraclete (15:26–27).”13 

There is a theological understanding and assurance that as the disciples are sent into the 

world to continue the mission of Christ that the Holy Spirit is promised to be with them. 

Carson stresses that it is not the disciples starting their own mission now that Christ is 

returning to the Father, but instead Christ’s mission continues within the disciples’ 

ministry.14 

Biblical scholar and theologian Gerald Borchert focuses on the words “peace be 

with you.” This phrase was used a number of times by Jesus as well as one notable time 

in the verse prior to John 20:21. Borchert observes that “the point of the repetition was to 

focus the reader’s attention on the fact that the commission is not to be understood in terms 

of a harsh assignment given by a noncaring tyrannical dictator who is unconcerned about 

the welfare of his slaves but only in the completion of the tasks he assigned.”15 Jesus 

Christ, who has been sent by the Father, is now sending the disciples for the completion of 

this assigned task. R. C. Sproul comments, “Jesus gave the disciples their commission in 
 

13 D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand 
Rapids: W. B. Eerdmans, 1991), 648. 

14 Carson, The Gospel According to John, 649. 

15 Gerald L. Borchert, John 1–11, New American Commentary, vol. 25A (Nashville: Broadman 
& Holman, 1996), 306. 
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the context of His own mission.”16 Therefore, Christ’s disciples must have a firm 

understanding that Christ’s mission is something they must carry on. 

Summary of the Great Commission in the 
Four Gospels 

After examining the Great Commission from the perspective of all four gospels, 

one can understand that this teaching from Jesus must be obeyed. Sproul elaborates, “We 

have to understand that when we speak of the Great Commission, it is not the great 

suggestion. It is not the grand idea. It is not an essay on manifest destiny. It is a mandate 

from the King of kings, who possesses all authority in heaven and on earth.”17 The 

biblical basis of the Great Commission is that believers must be effective witnesses. 

Foundational Beliefs for Equipping an 
Effective Witness (1 Cor 15:1–11) 

For believers to be effective witnesses for the kingdom’s sake, they must be 

equipped with the foundational beliefs of the Christian faith. In the first letter the apostle 

Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, he highlighted the foundational beliefs that give strong 

credibility to the Christian faith. In this section, is an examination of 1 Corinthians 15 

where Paul emphasizes how believers are to hold fast to the gospel they have received. 

One of the key truths for believers is that salvation is attainable only through 

the works of Jesus Christ. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:1–2, “Now I would remind you, 

brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by 

which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 

believed in vain.” Paul encourages the church to have full faith in and understanding of 

the gospel they have received. Believers need to understand this truth for their own faith 

not only so they can be discipled to share this good news with others but so they can 
 

16 R. C. Sproul, John, St. Andrew’s Expositional Commentary (Ann Arbor, MI: Reformation 
Trust, 2016), 391. 

17 Sproul, Matthew, 824. 
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persevere till the end. New Testament scholar Thomas Schreiner points out, “Believers 

are saved by the gospel—that is, they are rescued from the wrath of God which will be 

poured out on the last day.”18 Being saved from such wrath should encourage believers to 

share the gospel with others. Therefore, equipping believers with the foundations of the 

Christian faith will benefit the Christian in becoming an effective witness. 

Foundations of the Christian  
Faith (1 Cor 15:3–9) 

It is vital for believers to understand the foundations of the Christian faith. 

These fundamentals are what sets Christianity apart from other religions. The more a 

believer understands these foundational truths, the more likely the believer would 

comprehend the centrality of the gospel to then share it with others. If believers do not 

understand these foundational truths, then they will not fully grasp the Great Commission, 

thus causing them to be ineffective witnesses of the gospel. Paul talks about four 

foundational truths in this passage that prompt the reader to explore other parts of Scripture 

to validate the significance. 

The first foundational truth that Paul highlights in his writing to the church in 

Corinth is that Jesus Christ died for the sins of humanity. Paul states in 1 Corinthians 15:3, 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our 

sins in accordance with Scriptures.” Scriptures teach that mankind is eternally separated 

from God because of the transgressions that they have committed. New Testament expert 

Craig Blomberg points out that when Christ died for sins it “points to a vicarious 

atonement—paying the penalty we deserve to pay on our behalf.”19 Mankind could not 
 

18 Thomas R. Schreiner, 1 Corinthians, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 7 
(Downers Grove, IL: Inter-Varsity, 2018), 302. 

19 Craig Blomberg, 1 Corinthians, NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1994), 295. 
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pay this penalty because of their sins; hence, Christ victoriously paid the penalty for all 

transgressions.  

Paul also points to the fulfillment of Scripture in this verse. Christ dying for the 

sins of mankind was in accordance with what the Old Testament prophet Isaiah prophesied: 

“But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him 

was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed” (Isa 53:5). 

This prophecy declares that the punishment the suffering servant was to face was in light 

of mankind’s sinful rebellion to God. Old Testament theologian Gary Smith notes, “This 

punishment was designed for the purpose of securing our peace, implying that peace was 

achieved with God because the just punishment he required was suffered by the Servant.”20 

This prophecy was written seven centuries prior to Jesus dying on the cross, thus pointing 

to the strong truth that Christ died according to the Scriptures. 

The second foundational truth that Paul focuses on in 1 Corinthians is that Jesus 

Christ was buried after death. Paul states in 1 Corinthians 15:4 “that he was buried.” 

Jesus’s burial verified that Christ was indeed dead. Theologian and scholar Mark Taylor 

notes the importance of Jesus’s burial for the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. For Jesus 

to be resurrected, he must have died; and the burial confirms his death. Taylor remarks, 

“Death and burial combine to emphasize the finality and the reality of his death.”21 

The third foundational truth that Paul teaches to the church in Corinth is that 

Jesus Christ resurrected. Paul continues in 1 Corinthians 15:4, “That he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures.” Paul was emphasizing that Christ truly rose 

from the dead, and his resurrection was in agreement with the Scriptures. Paul is brief in 

this passage when he mentions Christ’s resurrection; however, this event was truly 
 

20 Gary Smith, Isaiah 40–66, New American Commentary, vol. 15B (Nashville: Broadman & 
Holman, 2009), 451. 

21 Mark Taylor, 1 Corinthians, New American Commentary, vol. 28 (Nashville: B & H, 2014), 
373. 
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significant because it shows that Christ is alive and has conquered sin and death. This 

brings great hope to the Christian faith because it solidifies Christ’s work on the cross. 

Leon Morris observes, “He was raised (egēgertai) is passive, which puts stress (as usually 

in the New Testament) on the activity of the Father in raising the Son (cf. v. 15). And it is 

perfect, which points to the permanent state.”22 

Christ resurrecting from the grave is an event that permanently confirms the 

Christian faith. Scholars have viewed Jesus rising from the dead as a fulfillment of Old 

Testament Scriptures such as Psalm 16:19–11, but Jesus’s death and resurrection was 

also predicted by Christ himself in the New Testament. In Matthew 16:21, Jesus clearly 

describes the event in which he would be killed but then foretells that on the third day he 

would rise. The truth of the resurrection is so important because without it there is no 

salvation, and the Christian faith is futile. Paul states in 1 Corinthians 15:14, “And if 

Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.” 

The fourth foundational truth that Paul focuses on is that Jesus appeared to 

people who witnessed and experienced his resurrection. Paul listed many people in 1 

Corinthians 15:5–9, and this chapter will later look closely at three of these witnesses. 

Paul was sure to point out the significance of people beholding Christ in his resurrected 

state. Schreiner observes that the early Christians understood the resurrection could be a 

hindrance to belief: “They realized that the testimony of one or two people could be 

doubted; thus they pointed to the numerous appearance of the risen Christ both to 

individuals and to groups.”23 These eyewitness accounts bring substantial credibility that 

Jesus was raised from the grave. 

These four foundational truths may be packed into a short passage, yet they are 

vital to the Christian faith. When Christians are born again through the Holy Spirit, it is 
 

22 Leon Morris, 1 Corinthians, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 7 (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1985), 198. 

23 Schreiner, 1 Corinthians, 307. 
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because they confess and believe these truths to be factual. These truths are what they place 

their faith in for the hope of salvation offered by Jesus Christ. The more a believer 

understands these foundational truths, the more likely he would be able to verbalize his 

faith to a nonbeliever, which is why it is so important for believers to be equipped with 

these truths—so that they can be effective witnesses.  

Examples of Effective Witnesses  
(1 Cor 15:5–10) 

As discussed within the fourth foundational truth, the appearance of Jesus Christ 

following his resurrection from the grave became monumental evidence of the veracity of 

the Christian faith. In 1 Corinthians 15:5–8 Paul highlights several individuals and groups 

of people who became firsthand eyewitnesses of Christ’s resurrection: “And that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 

brothers at one time. . . . Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, 

as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.” Christ’s resurrection was experienced 

by many people who could testify of the truth of the event. These lives demonstrate the 

power of the gospel as individuals are transformed by these foundational truths and become 

active participants in the Great Commission. 

When one experiences the resurrected savior and receives salvation, a 

noticeable life change happens within the individual. Paul even writes at length through 

his letters about the transformation that takes place in the life of a believer. An example 

can be found in 2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.” Through the work of the 

Holy Spirit, the believer is no longer identified with his past sinful ways and instead is 

called to live a life transformed as a new creation.  

Because the gospel transforms people, it is important to examine the notable life 

transformation of individuals found throughout Scripture and how this impacts the people 

around them as they share the good news. This portion of the chapter will look at the 
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testimonies of the men that Paul listed in 1 Corinthians 15 as lives demonstrating 

transformation that causes them to preach the gospel boldly. In this passage that 

documents the eyewitnesses of the resurrected Savior, Paul listed three individuals whose 

lives were completely changed. There is enough scriptural evidence to see how these 

three individuals were before they experienced the resurrected Savior, as well as how 

their lives transformed through the power of the gospel. The three people Paul writes 

about are Cephas, James, and Paul himself. They will be examined separately to show 

how each of their lives were transformed by the foundational truths of the gospel.  

Cephas  

Paul states in 1 Corinthians 15:5, “And that he appeared to Cephas.” It is 

important to note that Paul often referred to the disciple Peter as Cephas. Depending on 

the Bible translation, 1 Corinthians lists this disciple as Cephas or Peter—either way, 

Scripture is referring to the same person. While Cephas followed Jesus faithfully 

throughout his earthly ministry, there was a point in which Cephas’s allegiance to Jesus 

was questionable. Many scholars give Cephas grief because of his doubt that commonly 

surfaced when following Jesus. Yet, the life and example of Peter is one that many people 

can learn from as he was transformed completely by the power of the gospel. 

Scripture reveals that during Jesus’s ministry he called for a fisherman to follow 

him. This fisherman’s name was originally Simon, but Jesus changed his name to Cephas. 

Jesus promised Cephas that he would make him a fisher of men. As Cephas followed Jesus, 

he witnessed and experienced the miracles Jesus performed. Cephas even experienced 

walking on water like Jesus did until he began to doubt. This disciple could give many 

firsthand experiences of what it was like to do ministry with the Son of God. He was a 

man who loved Jesus and never wanted anything or anyone to harm him. He even 

identified Jesus as the Messiah during Christ’s ministry. 

Cephas was not perfect like Jesus. He made many human errors. Even when 

doing ministry alongside Jesus Christ, it was God working in and through Cephas that let 
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him partake in the miracles that occurred. When Jesus foretold the event in which the 

disciples would deny Jesus, Cephas explains that he would lay his life down for the Lord. 

Jesus responded in John 13:38, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to 

you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied me three times.”  

This foresight happened after Jesus is betrayed and arrested. John 18:15–18 

records the event of the first time Cephas denied Jesus. Cephas is asked by a servant girl, 

“You are not one of the man’s disciples, are you?” (John 18:17). He said, “I am not.” 

Carson notes that when Cephas struck a servant of the high priest during the betrayal and 

arrest of Jesus, it began his dishonorable conduct toward the Lord. Carson states, “He may 

have viewed this first instance of self-distancing from the Master as a rite of admission to 

the courtyard; but once performed, it was easy to repeat, with rising vehemence.”24 

Cephas repeated the denying of Jesus two more times in John 18:25–27.  

The intriguing aspect of the third denial is that a relative of the servant who 

had his ear cut off by Cephas questioned the disciple’s allegiance. Rodney A. Whitacre 

describes this event: “An eyewitness testifies to what he has seen—the very thing Peter is 

supposed to be doing with regard to Jesus. Instead of bearing witness to Jesus, he will not 

even admit to being Jesus’ disciple.”25 This event fulfilled the prophecy that Jesus made 

about Cephas denying him before the rooster crows. After the three denials, Cephas went 

away and mourned as Jesus was delivered to the cross to be crucified. 

Paul’s mentioning of Jesus appearing to Cephas makes one wonder how this 

event transpired. Paul does not go into explicit detail yet he recognized the significance 

of this event. All four gospels record the resurrected savior appearing not only to Cephas 

but to all the remaining disciples. The synoptic gospels record the appearance of Jesus to 

the disciples, but the Gospel of John chronicles the conversation between Jesus and Cephas 
 

24 Carson, The Gospel According to John, 583. 

25 Rodney A. Whitacre, John, IVP New Testament Commentary, vol. 4 (Westmont, IL: IVP, 
1999), 434. 
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following the resurrection. In John 21:15–19 Jesus questions Cephas three times about 

his love for him. After Cephas declares each time that he does love him, Jesus tells him to 

feed his sheep, tend to his sheep, and ultimately follow him, even though Cephas will 

suffer martyrdom. After hearing such words from the Son of God that he previously 

denied, Borchert perceives that “meant that he was obliged to ‘follow’ Jesus, even to the 

point of crucifixion. In this way he would also glorify God, not in the theological impact 

and significance of Jesus’ death (cf. 12:27–28; 13:31–32; 17:1) but as a faithful disciple 

who was willing to follow his master to death (cf. 1 Peter 4:16).”26  

The disciple did just that—Cephas committed his life to Christ even to a bloody 

death. After his transformation, Cephas had the opportunity to be a bold witness for the 

sake of the gospel. He and the disciples experienced a mighty work of God, known as the 

day of Pentecost. Cephas preached the gospel of the resurrected savior courageously to a 

large crowd, and many responded with a desire to act on their faith. In Acts 2:38 he 

responded to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” On that 

day three thousand people decided to place their trust in Jesus Christ as their savior and 

be transformed themselves.  

Cephas’s boldness in sharing his faith came from his utterly changed life in 

Christ, and he pointed those people straight to Jesus Christ as the Messiah that the Jewish 

people had anticipated. He called them to repent, which according to the British theologian 

I. Howard Marshall meant “a change of direction in a person’s life rather than simply a 

mental change of attitude or a feeling of remorse; it signifies a turning away from a sinful 

and godless way of life.”27 For Cephas to preach repentance, he clearly understood the 
 

26 Gerald L. Borchert, John 12–21, New American Commentary, vol. 25B (Nashville: Broadman 
& Holman, 2002), 339. 

27 I. Howard Marshall, Acts, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 5 (Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity, 1980), 86. 
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depth of this truth within his own life. The example of Cephas demonstrates a life 

transformed by the gospel of Jesus Christ as he went from a man who denied Jesus to a 

man who fully embraced the risen Lord. 

James 

In 1 Corinthians 15:7 Paul mentions the next individual Jesus appeared to: 

“Then he appeared to James.” The James that Paul is referring to in his writing is 

believed by many scholars to be the half-brother of Jesus. James is mentioned a few times 

in the gospels, and he is known to be a sibling of Jesus. 

Scripture does not give great detail of James’s life and relationship with his 

older half-brother. Nevertheless, the Bible does provide readers with enough information 

in to understand that even though James was Jesus’s half-brother that he was skeptical of 

who Jesus claimed to be. The Gospel of John records a time when Jesus’s half-brothers 

mocked him, after Jesus had performed several divine miracles. John 7:2–4 states, “Now 

the Jews’ Feast of Booths was at hand. So his brothers said to him, ‘Leave here and go to 

Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. For no one works in 

secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.’ 

For not even his brothers believed in him.” This points to the evidence that James, along 

with Jesus’s other siblings, was unconvinced that Jesus Christ was the Messiah. 

The relevance of the half-brothers telling Jesus to go to Judea during the Jews’ 

Feast of Booths was because it could have verified the messiahship of Jesus Christ. 

Borchert discerns that from the siblings’ point of view “it was an appropriate festive time 

for a messianic revelation and that if he was a messianic figure, then he ought to focus his 

works where they would gain the most attention.”28 Scholars identify James as being one 

of the relatives who was skeptical of Jesus’s ministry. The half-brothers were tempting 
 

28 Borchert, John 1–11, 280. 



   

28 

Jesus relatively similar to how Satan did in Matthew 4, and Jesus did not follow their 

suggestion to prove his messiahship.  

Another possible occurrence of James being skeptical of Jesus is found in Mark 

3:20–21, when Jesus went home and a crowd gathered there. Mark 3:21 states, “And when 

his family heard it, they went out to seize him, for they were saying, ‘He is out of his 

mind.’” James Edwards points out that the “English translations normally read ‘family,’ 

but the Greek is a simple and ambiguous prepositional phrase, ‘those of him’ (hoi par 

autou), which could mean associates, kin, or followers as well as friends or family.”29 It 

is probable that James was among the family members declaring that Jesus was out of his 

mind.  

While Scripture points to James, the half-brother of Jesus, as an individual that 

does not believe his sibling to be the Messiah, the next time James is encountered in the 

Bible is in 1 Corinthians. New Testament theologian Alan F. Johnson discerns that James 

“may have remained an unbeliever until the appearance of the resurrected Jesus to 

him.”30 Blomberg seems to agree with this as he also discerns that the appearance 

“probably caused his conversion.”31 If Jesus’s appearance after his resurrection concreted 

James’s belief of who Jesus really was, then that explains why James introduces himself 

in his letter as “James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ” (Jas 1:1). 

Reformed New Testament scholar Douglas J. Moo observes that James’s 

identification “shows that he considers his position to be one of humble service to his 

master, the Lord Jesus.”32 The appearance that Paul highlighted in 1 Corinthians 15 must 
 

29 Edwards, The Gospel According to Mark, 119. 

30 Alan F. Johnson, 1 Corinthians, IVP New Testament Commentary, vol. 7 (Westmont, IL: 
IVP, 2004), 287. 

31 Blomberg, 1 Corinthians, 296. 

32 Douglas J. Moo, James, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries, vol. 16 (Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity, 1985), 59. 
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have been an integral moment for the change James experienced. The gospel of Jesus 

transformed James from being a cynic to someone who humbly identified as a servant.  

Moo also points out that James was a “leader of the early church in 

Jerusalem.”33 After he experienced the resurrected Lord, James is then mentioned 

throughout the Book of Acts and is viewed as a church leader. In Acts 1:14, James is 

assumed to be present with the disciples after Jesus had ascended, which would make 

him among the 120 persons who were filled with the Holy Spirit at the day of Pentecost 

mentioned in Acts 2. Needless to say, James was a witness to all of these events, and he 

is also identified by name in other parts of the Book of Acts. Paul recognized James as a 

pillar of the church when he stated in Galatians 2:9, “And when James and Cephas and 

John, who seemed to be pillars.” James clearly became a witness of the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, and his transformed life demonstrated the power of the gospel as he led the 

church mightily throughout the New Testament. 

Paul 

Lastly, Paul then brings recognition to his own changed life when he states that 

Jesus “appeared also to me” (1 Cor 15:8). At this point, Paul has listed numerous 

accounts of groups and individuals Jesus had appeared to following the resurrection. The 

unique part about Jesus’s appearance to Paul is that it took place after the Messiah had 

already ascended into heaven. Christ brought about an undeniable transformation in Paul’s 

life, and after his conversion, he had an unashamed boldness to proclaim the gospel, as 

Jesus mandated.  

Paul, who was formerly known as Saul, is identified in Acts 8:3 as a man who 

was committed to ending the gospel from spreading. This verse records, “But Saul was 

ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and 
 

33 Douglas J. Moo, The Letter of James, Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapidsr: 
Eerdmans, 2000), 48. 



   

30 

committed them to prison” (Acts 8:3). These events, which Christians would identify as 

persecution, transpired right after Stephen had been stoned to death. Since Acts 8:1 

introduces Paul as a person who approved of the stoning of Stephen, there is an assumption 

that Paul had a major influence in the persecution that followed. Biblical scholar and 

professor Craig Keener believes that Paul possibly even participated in the stoning of 

Stephen. Keener says that Paul “quickly emerges as the movement’s leader.”34 This 

movement was to end the proclamation of Jesus Christ and to dismantle the possibility of 

the Great Commission being fulfilled. 

The apostle Paul revealed in 1 Corinthians that Jesus had appeared to him, and 

his life was radically transformed by this event. The appearance Paul is referring to is 

recorded in Acts 9:1–19, where the Scriptures note the appearance of the resurrected Savior 

to Paul who was getting ready to murder or imprison any Christ follower he came across. 

The moment of this appearance was more of an auditory revelation. The event is detailed 

in Acts 9:3–5: “Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a 

light from heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to 

him, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?’ And he said, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ And 

he said, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.’”  

Following this event, Paul lost his vision until he met with a man named 

Ananias. After Ananias ministered to Paul, he regained his sight and was baptized as a 

new believer. Paul’s life radically changed after this encounter with the Lord. New 

Testament theologian William J. Larkin Jr. notes, “The most important event in human 

history apart from the life, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth is the conversion 

to Christianity of Saul of Tarsus.”35 If Jesus had not appeared to Paul, then there would 
 

34 Craig S. Keener, Acts: An Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2012), 1:1467. 

35 William J. Larkin Jr., Acts, IVP New Testament Commentary, vol. 5 (Westmont, IL: IVP, 
1995). 
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have been a large destruction of the early Christian church as well as the possible 

conclusion of the gospel spreading.  

Paul immediately began to proclaim the gospel following his conversion. The 

Book of Acts documents Paul’s journeys as he was on mission to make Christ known. Paul 

writes of himself in 1 Corinthians 15:9–10, “For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy 

to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I 

am what I am, and his grace towards me was not in vain.” Blomberg observes that Paul 

“acknowledges his inferiority as an apostle because he had persecuted the first Christians. 

But he turns this admission of weakness into an opportunity to magnify God’s grace. And 

that grace did not lead to sloth but to greater effort and substantial accomplishment.”36 

Without the conversion of Paul, many of the letters found in the New Testament would 

have never been written. Without a doubt Paul proclaimed the gospel of Jesus Christ boldly 

and effectively; and he also was a prime example of a believer who discipled others to be 

effective witnesses. His transformed life demonstrates how believing the foundational 

truths of the gospel can change people from the inside out and call them to the Great 

Commission. 

These three individuals, who the resurrected Lord appeared to, provide strong 

examples of how the foundational truths of the gospel can change a person so completely 

to be a bold and effective witness. Cephas, James, and Paul had significant transformations 

that took place after they encountered the resurrected savior. People today experience the 

same powerful transformation when they encounter the resurrected savior, Jesus Christ. 

That life transformation is monumental evidence of a person who has been regenerated 

by the Holy Spirit by accepting the foundational truths of the gospel. 
 

36 Blomberg, 1 Corinthians, 297. 
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Conclusion 

The examination and analysis of the Great Commission given by Jesus Christ 

as recorded in the Gospels assigns believers to a call in their life to be obedient in 

proclaiming the good news of salvation. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus was calling his 

followers to a mission that was much bigger than even their own life. It was a call to share 

the gospel to evangelize lost people. That same call is given to his disciples even today. 

Christ has been given all authority to declare such a mission, and believers must submit 

to such authority. The Great Commission should not be neglected in the life of a believer. 

By surveying 1 Corinthians 15:1–10, readers gain a closer look into the event 

of the resurrection. Paul stressed the significance of what Christ accomplished by noting 

that Jesus died for the sins of humanity, was buried, and rose from the grave on the third 

day. Jesus then appeared to groups and individuals to testify of these truths. By naming 

three individuals with significant life transformation, Paul gives his readers an opportunity 

to look at the lives of Cephas, James, and Paul. By doing so, one can recognize how the 

foundational truths of the gospel transformed these men. Believers should be discipled 

and equipped to find their identity in Christ, equipped with foundational truths of the 

Christian faith, and trained on what it means to be a disciple that shared the gospel to 

evangelize lost people.  

Believers must understand that there is a seriousness in following Jesus Christ. 

However, it is encouraging for the believer to know that these commands come from the 

Lord himself. After appearing to the masses and before his ascension, Jesus leaves his 

followers with stunning words that tie into the Great Commission. Acts 1:8 records, “But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Believers are to be Christ’s witnesses to the ends of the earth; and to be effective in that 

mission, believers must be trained and equipped in evangelism.
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CHAPTER 3 

THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL ISSUES  
OF EVANGELISM TRAINING 

This chapter will explore the theoretical and practical aspects of evangelism 

training as part of the discipleship process. Evangelism training is an essential part of the 

discipleship process for all Christians. This chapter will examine how evangelism is 

defined and look at four key aids that effectively equip witnesses for Jesus Christ. These 

aids are discipleship, identity in Christ, testimony development, and evidence for the 

truthfulness of Christianity. Although there are many approaches to evangelism, these 

four areas will be highly beneficial for believers in their discipleship process who belong 

to Generation Z. 

Defining Evangelism 

Evangelism has been defined in various ways by different people. The definition 

a person agrees to often dictates his approach sharing his faith. To be obedient to the 

Great Commission, it is crucial for a disciple of Jesus Christ to have a biblical definition 

of evangelism. However, there are some misunderstandings among Generation Z when it 

comes to evangelism. For effective evangelism training, it is important to address these 

misconceptions. With this in mind, after addressing some misconceptions among those in 

Generation Z, several definitions will be analyzed from practitioners of evangelism. 

Misconceptions of Evangelism 
among Generation Z 

Many members of the Generation Z population are familiar with the term 

“evangelism,” yet research suggests that they have a misconception of what evangelism 

actually is. According to one Barna Group’s report, Reviving Evangelism in the Next 
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Generation, “Half believe ‘letting your actions speak rather than using words to explain 

your faith’ (50%) and ‘inviting someone to attend a church service with you’ (50%) are 

acts of evangelism.”1 When taking into account the vast population of the United States, 

it is concerning to see that many people have an non-gospel attitude toward sharing their 

faith. This not only goes against the principles of evangelism but also poses a significant 

obstacle to the advancement of the gospel in the future. 

It was observed in the same Barna Group report that there are two acts of 

evangelism that many people in Generation Z do not fully understand. The first act 

involves Christians wrongly believing that their actions and good deeds can help spread 

the gospel without ever having to use words to communicate the message of Jesus 

Christ.2 However, this is a flawed approach to evangelism. In Invitation to Evangelism, 

Timothy K. Beougher states, “Your life is not the Gospel. The good news of what God 

has done for us in Jesus Christ must be shared verbally. Evangelism is more than mere 

presence.”3 One’s actions alone cannot fully convey the message of the gospel. 

Second, the data on Generation Z’s understanding of evangelism reveals that 

extending an invitation to church is often seen as a form of evangelism.4 However, this is 

a faulty approach because it creates the idea that evangelism is only the job of pastors or 

evangelists. Alvin Reid writes,  

According to this view, evangelism is a job for specialists only. Many believers are 
convinced of the importance of evangelism are equally impressed that the pastor, 
staff, and itinerant evangelists are to accomplish the task. As long as we get the fish 

 
1 Barna Group, Reviving Evangelism in the Next Generation (Ventura, CA: Barna Group, 

2021), 11. 

2 Barna Group, Reviving Evangelism, 11.  

3 Timothy K. Beougher, Invitation to Evangelism: Sharing the Gospel with Compassion and 
Conviction (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2021), 5. 

4 Barna Group, Reviving Evangelism, 11. 
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(unbelievers) to the big fish tank (the church building), the professional fisherman 
(the preacher) will catch them.5  

While ministers are used by God to lead lost souls into the kingdom of God, it is 

important to keep in mind that the Great Commission is demanded of every professing 

Christian. This misconception is not a foreign thought either; it has been a historical view 

of believers. Will McRaney Jr. notes, “During most of the twentieth century, we left 

evangelism to the experts, primarily our church and parachurch staff members and those 

who displayed strength in the practice of evangelism.”6 

Barna Group offers another misconception surrounding evangelism amongst 

this age group: “Nearly two in five Christian Gen Z (38%) say ‘it is wrong to share one’s 

personal belief with someone of a different faith in hopes that they will one day share the 

same faith.’”7 This mindset will hinder the advancement of the gospel. This mentality is 

comes from the idea that they are forcing their views on others. Believers who share the 

gospel must understand that biblical evangelism is not about imposing one’s beliefs on 

others. Mark Dever explains this thoroughly The Gospel and Personal Evangelism: “It’s 

important to understand that the message you are sharing is not merely an opinion but a 

fact. That’s why sharing the gospel can’t be called imposition, any more than a pilot can 

impose his belief on all his passengers that the runway is here and not there.”8  

It is crucial to challenge misconceptions and false ideologies about evangelism 

so that Generation Z can have a proper understanding. When a proper conception of 

evangelism is birthed, there is a potential for a surge in sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ 

among young people. Other obstacles hinder believers from sharing their faith, which 
 

5 Alvin Reid, Evangelism Handbook: Biblical, Spiritual, Intentional, Missional (Nashville:  
B & H, 2009), 18. 

6 Will McRaney Jr., The Art of Personal Evangelism: Sharing Jesus in a Changing Culture 
(Nashville: B & H, 2003), 45. 

7 Barna Group, Reviving Evangelism, 14. 

8 Mark Dever, The Gospel and Personal Evangelism (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2007), 69–70. 
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will be discussed later in this chapter. However, having a biblical mindset of what 

evangelism truly is will aid young people in their efforts to share their faith. 

Significant Definitions of Evangelism 

Some definitions of evangelism have small and subtle meanings that point to 

the greater purpose of evangelism, while other definitions give deeper biblical meaning. 

Depending on the word choice used when defining evangelism, it often creates a path and 

direction on the approach in which evangelism should be applied. Ministers, evangelists, 

scholars, and experts have made attempts to define evangelism in ways that best glorify 

God. Next are three definitions of evangelism that could help Generation Z adopt a 

biblical worldview. 

The first definition is from J. Mack Stiles, an experienced evangelism 

practitioner who has been using this definition for many years. He defines evangelism as 

“teaching the gospel with the aim to persuade.”9 While admitting that this definition is 

short and simple, he argues that it can be expanded within the words used. He further 

identifies four crucial words in the definition: teaching, gospel, aim, and persuade. This 

expanded definition can be applied to Generation Z, specifically in regard to the teaching 

aspect. Since a significant number of young people believe that their actions can help 

spread their faith, Stiles encourages that “there is no evangelism without words. . . . The 

most important use of words in evangelism is teaching.” Teaching requires proclaiming, 

speaking, communicating, and sharing information with others who are willing to learn.  

When Stiles used the word “gospel” in his definition, he explained that it 

means, “The joyful message from God that leads us to salvation.”10 He goes on to expand 

on his definition with the word “aim,” which helps one understand that there is a 
 

9 J. Mack Stiles, Evangelism: How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 
2014), 26. 

10 Stiles, Evangelism, 33. 
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purposeful goal in evangelistic efforts. The fourth term, “persuade,” is intended for hearers 

of the gospel to respond by conversion. This definition can be useful for Generation Z in 

many ways. 

The second definition of evangelism to be examined is from Millard J. Erickson: 

“The presentation of the gospel with the goal of bringing the hearer to faith in Jesus Christ 

and thus to salvation.”11 This definition implies that a presentation of the gospel needs to 

be understood in order to be shared and that a method of that presentation could be 

followed. Various resources are available for believers that provide different approaches 

for sharing the gospel. This definition also highlights that the purpose of evangelism is to 

guide lost souls toward Jesus Christ for their salvation. Therefore, there is a purpose 

within the conversation being had, and Generation Z must believe this fact.  

Equipping Generation Z with this definition can help them see that gospel 

conversations have a goal that hopefully leads to salvation. According to the Barna Group 

report as mentioned earlier, “Mutuality is the name of the game. . . . Gen Z, both Christian 

and non-Christian, are more open to learning about the other person’s beliefs (51% 

Christian, 58% non-Christian) instead of teaching the other person about their own 

beliefs.”12 If this statement is true, then it implies that young people prefer having 

conversations where both parties seek mutual understanding rather than attempting to 

convert each other. Erickson’s definition of intentional conversation can help transform 

this mindset and lead to more fruitful conversations about Christianity, while avoiding 

manipulative tactics. 

The third definition to be examined is from Beougher, who defines evangelism 

as “the compassionate sharing of the good news of Jesus Christ with lost people, in the 

power of the Holy Spirit, for the purpose of bringing them to Christ as Savior and Lord, 
 

11 Millard Erickson, The Concise Dictionary of Christian Theology, rev. ed. (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway, 2001), 61. 

12 Barna Group, Reviving Evangelism, 15. 
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that they in turn might share him with others.”13 This definition of evangelism takes into 

account various aspects that are often overlooked by other definitions. It includes elements 

that shape a biblical focus and purpose for those who follow the call of evangelism. Such 

elements include a spirit of compassion, a method of sharing, the content of the good news, 

the intended recipients of the message (lost people), the power of the Holy Spirit, and the 

ultimate goal of bringing lost individuals to Christ as their Savior and Lord. Additionally, 

it emphasizes the importance of perpetuating this mission by continuing to reach others 

with the gospel. 

This definition is particularly helpful for Generation Z due to two key elements. 

The first element is the spirit of compassion, which is often overlooked in other attempts 

to define evangelism. Matthew 9:36 emphasizes how Jesus had compassion for people who 

were lost and in need of guidance, comparing them to sheep without a shepherd. When 

explaining his definition, Beougher notes, “Christians can develop a cold heart toward the 

unsaved, which can lead to a calloused, hard heart. From time to time we may need to get 

on our faces before God and cry out for a heart of compassion for the lost.”14 The younger 

generation needs to understand the importance of showing compassion toward their peers 

who have lost their way, just as Jesus had compassion toward them. The second element 

is the power of the Holy Spirit. This aligns with the powerful truth that believers will 

receive power from the Holy Spirit as promised from Jesus Christ in Acts 1:8 to be 

witnesses throughout concentric circles. The challenge for teenagers is to view their 

circles of influence as unsaved, and to be moved by compassion to share the gospel of 

Jesus Christ with them through prayer and action.  

These three definitions serve as a benefit to equipping believers as they are 

discipled with evangelism training. There are many definitions, but those provided in this 
 

13 Beougher, Invitation to Evangelism, 9. 

14 Beougher, Invitation to Evangelism, 10. 
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section can help young minds grapple their hearts around the understanding of evangelism. 

Gaining a firm understanding of what evangelism is in comparison to what evangelism is 

not will grant them success in being obedient to the call to evangelize. The next section 

will explore four key aids that can be used during the discipleship process for evangelism 

training. 

Developing Disciples in Evangelism 

When equipping teenagers with evangelism training, they must realize that 

they are participating in discipleship. As a part of the disciple-making process, believers 

must understand that disciples share the gospel and train others to do the same. Dever 

discusses how the first stage of discipling can be with a person who is a nonbeliever. 

Through establishing a friendship, “You explain the gospel and call him to repentance 

and faith. Once he repents and believes, he should be baptized into church membership. 

Discipling in the fullest sense . . . includes evangelism and conversion.”15 This text 

emphasizes the connection between evangelism and discipleship, which may not be the 

first process for everyone discipling others. 

It is essential to have a foundational goal of getting believers to share their 

faith as a part of the discipleship process. This goal is crucial because it fulfills the Great 

Commission’s objective of reaching all nations. To achieve this goal, a discipleship process 

that mobilizes others to communicate their hope in Jesus Christ is necessary. However, 

Generation Z faces some hindrances that must be addressed and refocused to enable them 

to grow in their discipleship process. To disciple Generation Z in evangelism, it is 

important to focus on the significance of Scripture, barriers that hinder gospel 

conversations, recognizing the cost of discipleship, and multiplying disciples. 
 

15 Mark Dever, Discipling: How to Help Others Follow Jesus (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 
37. 
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Importance of Scripture 

It is crucial to prioritize the understanding of God’s Word during the discipleship 

process. While it is not necessary for every believer to know everything about the Bible, 

disciples must strive to grow in their comprehension of it. This is especially important 

when considering Generation Z. Studies reveal that many teenagers are not interested in 

the Bible and do not consider it to be trustworthy or true. This presents a significant 

challenge that can be addressed through discipleship. If young people are not engaged with 

the Bible and do not believe it to be true, then they will not initiate gospel conversations. 

By emphasizing the importance of Scripture in the discipleship process, believers will 

recognize the value of sharing their faith. 

Another research report conducted by the Barna Group shows that Christian 

teens16 have major issues with the Bible. When the survey asked, “In my opinion, the 

Christian Bible is,” 54 percent of Christians strongly agreed that the Bible is true, and 53 

percent of Christians strongly agreed that the Bible is trustworthy.17 If these statistics 

represent only Christian teens in Generation Z, then it will be crucial to disciple them with 

an understanding of the veracity of Scripture. This same survey also asked the same 

population the question, “If ever, how often do you use the Christian Bible?,” and the 

claimed Christian population of 54 percent uses the Bible once a month or less.18 The 

truth behind these statistics is that if a teenager is not actively engaged with Scripture, 

then they are unlikely to view it as trustworthy or true. As a result, they are also unlikely 

to actively share a faith that they do not themselves trust completely. This underscores 
 

16 Barna Group conducted this research with 24,870 teens from 13 to 17 years old. Of that 
population it is unclear how many claimed the Christian faith when doing the research poll. One must also 
consider that just because they profess the Christian faith does not necessarily mean they are true followers 
of Jesus Christ. The teens surveyed should not represent every single Christian teenager. 

17 Barna Group, How Teens Around the World View the Bible, vol. 2 of The Open Generation 
(Ventura, CA: Barna Group, 2021), 25. 

18 Barna Group, How Teens Around the World View the Bible, 28. 
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the importance of discipling teens and instilling in them a deep appreciation for the value 

of Scripture.  

It is important for Christians to understand that the Bible is the inerrant Word 

of God and that the Scriptures are completely truthful. It is fundamental for Christians in 

Generation Z to fully believe this or else they will not be convinced that they must share 

their faith. If teenagers do not agree with this, their faith will be on shaky ground, and 

they may not stand up to the ungodly worldview that is presented to them daily. While 

believers are not expected to know everything about the Word of God, it is their duty to 

study it. The late R. C. Sproul emphasized the importance of this duty and the fact that 

there is no excuse for not studying Scripture: “If the Bible were the most boring book in 

the world—dull, uninteresting and seemingly irrelevant—it would still be our duty to study 

it. If its literary style were awkward and confusing, the duty would remain. . . . He is our 

Sovereign, it is his Word, and he commands that we study it.”19 

When discipling teenagers, it is important to emphasize that the Bible is the 

foundation of the Christian life. J. T. English talks about how the Bible is a holistic scope 

for discipleship: “It is impossible to be a follower of Christ without being a student of his 

Word. The Bible is God’s inspired, authoritative, inerrant, and sufficient Word. . . . The 

claim that the Bible is the breath of God means there is no substitute for Scripture in 

growing holistic disciples.”20 Again, if believers do not agree with this, then they will not 

be effectively equipped to share the gospel.  

Overcoming Barriers 

Apart from teenagers struggling to agree on the authenticity of Scripture, some 

other hindrances prevent them from sharing the gospel. Effective evangelism training 
 

19 R. C. Sproul, Knowing Scripture, 3rd ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2016), 35. 

20 J. T. English, Deep Discipleship: How the Church Can Make Whole Disciples of Jesus 
(Nashville: B & H, 2020), 108–9. 
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methods are essential to help believers overcome personal barriers. If these barriers are 

not overcome, then believers of all ages will continually be held back from sharing their 

faith. This section will discuss three different barriers that various scholars have studied 

concerning the hindrance of Christians from sharing their faith. These barriers are not 

organized in order of importance but are relevant to young people. 

Many believers face fear as the first barrier that prevents them from sharing the 

gospel. There are a number of different fears associated with sharing the gospel, and the 

enemy has used these doubts against believers for centuries. The fact that the gospel has 

been rejected since the early church explains why fears can be a hindrance. A resource by 

Richard Sisson from four decades past has recognized fears that believers face, and each 

fear he lists is still relevant today. Sisson stated, “If we do not learn how to overcome our 

fears, we will never be able to experience the joy and satisfaction that are by-products of 

witnessing.”21 He listed sixteen common fears that many people experience, and by 

acknowledging several of them, Generation Z can better overcome them. Some of the fears 

he mentioned include rejection, ridicule, failure, hypocrisy, lack of education, inability to 

handle objections, and feelings of unworthiness. These fears are still prevalent among 

today’s youth. 

The second barrier to address that hinders believers from sharing the gospel is 

apathy. The youth of today often do not consider eternity and salvation of any high 

importance in their life. This attitude is reflected in their lack of concern for their friends 

and peers who may struggle with their faith. It is crucial to address this barrier because if 

Christian teens do not have compassion for their lost friends, they will not be willing to 

share their faith. Sharing faith stems from the desire to help people who are lost and 

separated from God. Beougher gives excellent advice on how to overcome this barrier: 

“One key in developing a heart of compassion is to honestly face the truth that people 
 

21 Richard Sisson, Training for Evangelism (Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 1979), 33. 
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outside of Christ are destined for hell, separated from God for eternity (Matt 10:28; 1 

Thess 1:9).”22 Teens can be motivated to share their faith by moving them with 

compassion for the lost souls around them. 

The third obstacle that hinders believers from sharing the gospel is their isolation 

from non-believers. Youth ministries often hold the belief that teenagers who have grown 

up in church and attend youth programs do not know any lost people in their life. This idea 

can lead to other negative attitudes, such as disarrayed priorities and a lack of interest in 

evangelism. It is essential to teach teenagers in evangelism training to systematically 

identify lost people in their life by going through their concentric circles so that they can 

reach out to them and share the gospel. McRaney explains, “We must go to the world of 

lost people and not wait or expect them to come to us. It is our responsibility to take the 

initiative to enter into their presence to share.”23 Dever talks about how isolation is a basic 

excuse. To help fix this problem he states, “One of the best decisions we can make is to 

pray and talk with a Christian friend about how we can legitimately fulfill our roles in the 

church, in our family, and in our job while also getting to know and speak with non-

Christians.”24  

Various other obstacles prevent believers from sharing their faith, such as 

misconceptions about evangelism, a misunderstanding of the gospel, a lack of confidence, 

and feeling like a hypocrite. It is extremely important to overcome these barriers in order 

for teenagers share their faith and disciple others. After all, every believer has a purpose 

in this world, which is to glorify God. Christians are commanded to spread the Word of 

God, and in evangelism training, it is beneficial for trainees to address and overcome any 

obstacle that hinders them. This way, they can faithfully serve the purpose of their calling. 

J. I. Packer states, “He who does not devote himself to evangelism in every way that he 
 

22 Beougher, Invitation to Evangelism, 131. 

23 McRaney, The Art of Personal Evangelism, 196. 

24 Dever, Gospel and Personal Evangelism, 22. 
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can is not, therefore, playing the part of a good and faithful servant of Jesus Christ.”25 

This may sound strong, but this is the seriousness of the Great Commission. The ultimate 

goal is that believers are making disciples. 

Discipleship Multiplication  

Jesus Christ clearly told his followers to go and make disciples, which can only 

be achieved through evangelism. Neglecting evangelism would mean failing to fulfill 

Jesus’s commission. Therefore, it is essential for believers to be trained in evangelism so 

that they can reach out to new disciples. When believers disciple others in evangelism, 

their efforts multiply. Teenagers should grasp this truth and make it a goal to share the 

gospel, as it is an act of obedience. When teenagers effectively share the gospel, they are 

making new disciples who would also be trained to share the gospel. It is a part of the 

discipleship process that is embedded within the Great Commission. English asserts, 

“Multiplication is baked into the definition of what it means to be a disciple.”26 

Teenagers must understand their role as disciple-makers in evangelism training, 

as emphasized in The Trellis and the Vine’s pursuit of fulfilling the Great Commission. 

Colin Marshall and Tony Payne state,  

The fundamental goal is to make disciples who make other disciples, to the glory of 
God. We want to see people converted from being dead in their transgressions to 
being made alive in Christ; and, once converted, to be followed up and established 
as mature disciples of Jesus; and, as they become established, to be trained in 
knowledge, godliness, and skills so that they will, in turn, make disciples of others. 
This is the Great Commission—the making of disciples. The touchstone of a thriving 
church is that it is making genuine disciple-making disciples of Jesus Christ.27  

When teenagers embrace their role as disciple-makers, they will understand that their duty 

as followers of Jesus Christ is to obey the call to share their faith. It is crucial for 
 

25 J. I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God, 2nd ed. (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity, 2008), 39. 

26 English, Deep Discipleship, 163. 

27 Colin Marshall and Tony Payne, The Trellis and the Vine: The Ministry Mind-Shift That 
Changes Everything, 2nd ed. (Sydney, Australia: Matthias, 2021), 152. 
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evangelism trainees to comprehend how the Great Commission was intended to be 

fulfilled by engaging this idea of a teenager being a disciple-maker. The entire process 

aims to glorify God, and to achieve this, all believers must be obedient in sharing their 

faith and multiplying disciples. 

An effective way to guide a disciple in becoming a disciple-maker is to follow 

the method and model that Jesus himself used. By studying the gospels, one can see that 

Jesus had a four-step process in developing his disciples. Robert Gallaty outline this 

model in Rediscovering Discipleship, where he states, “First, Jesus ministered, and the 

disciples watched him. . . . Second, Jesus allowed the disciples to assist him in ministry. . . . 

Third, the disciples did the ministry themselves, with Jesus’ assistance. . . . Fourth, Jesus 

watched as the discipled ministered to others.”28 Gallaty highlights how ministers can 

influence their trainees to become disciple-makers by following Jesus’s method of 

modeling, assisting, watching, and then leaving. The discipleship process is nothing short 

of a significant investment that requires a lot of time, perseverance, and a willingness to 

learn from trial and error. 

When analyzing the Great Commission that Jesus gave, one realizes that 

multiplication was always the strategy God had in mind. The objective was for Jesus’s 

followers to replicate themselves in others by raising up more disciples after reaching 

them with the gospel. One should not confuse Christ’s commission with just sharing faith 

with unbelievers; there is a more profound goal embedded within the command. Robert E. 

Coleman points out this greater goal: “To make disciples—to build people like themselves 

who were so constrained by the commission of Christ that they not only followed his way 

but led others to as well. Only as disciples were made could the other activities of the 
 

28 Robby Gallaty, Rediscovering Discipleship: Making Jesus’ Final Words Our First Work 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2015), 36. 
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commission fulfill their purpose.”29 The commission of Christ is far more than just sharing 

faith; it is making disciples who would also make more disciples. The founder of Dare 2 

Share, Greg Stier, focuses on the verb of the word “disciples” found in Matthew 28:19. 

From his observance of the text he states, “Discipling suggests an active, life-on-life 

relationship that results in transformation and spiritual reproduction.”30 That is exactly 

what being a disciple-maker is. 

As believers journey through their Christian life, it is essential that they are on 

a mission to make disciples. This does not mean that every lost person who meets a 

Christian will become a follower of Jesus. Nevertheless, Christians must not relinquish 

their call to multiplication. Christians are to be faithful stewards of those God places in 

their life to disciple.  

Identity of Believers 

In the current world, there is an attack on the identity of Christians. Believers 

are surrounded by political protests that demand them to lower their morals and accept 

the corruption happening around them. Unfortunately, Generation Z Christian teens are 

being attacked to tolerate the ungodliness shaping their communities. The culture around 

them is constantly changing, and young believers are struggling to find their identity as 

Christians. The questions, “Who am I as a Christian?, and how do I find my identity in 

Christ?,” are conversations young believers are attempting to have. It is crucial that teens 

are discipled in a way that helps them navigate through this world and understand how 

their identity as a Christian is defined biblically. As part of the discipleship process, 

believers must understand that being a witness for the gospel is part of their identity as 

followers of Christ. 
 

29 Robert E. Coleman, The Master Plan of Evangelism, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Revell, 1993), 
104. 

30 Greg Stier, Gospelize Your Youth Ministry: A Spicy Strategy to Ignite Your Teenagers 
(Arvada, CO: D2S, 2022), 83. 
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It is no secret that the world Christians live in today is deteriorating. Too often, 

young believers forfeit their faith because of relativism. Therefore, it is important to discuss 

the identity of believers and what it means for their life. This analysis will take a closer 

look at how Christ has identified his followers, the significance of being identified as a 

disciple-maker, and the role of the indwelling Holy Spirit. This section is essential because 

the world is pulling young believers away from their faith. If the church can influence 

young minds on who they are in Christ, then more firm believers will seek opportunities 

for gospel conversations with others. 

Identity from Christ 

In examining the Great Commission and the call Jesus has placed on all who 

have decided to follow him, it becomes clear that Christ has placed an identity over their 

life. It is important to note that people can have multiple identities with which they 

associate themselves. Both believers and nonbelievers tend to associate different identities 

with themselves because they want others to know who they are and what they like to be 

associated with. When exploring social media profiles, it is common to find a list of 

identities with which that the person behind the profile identifies. However, it is important 

to note that only the identity found in Christ is unchanging. As a result, it is vital for 

teenagers to understand their identity in Jesus Christ alone. Identity often shapes the path 

one chooses to follow, and for Christian teenagers, embracing their identity as a follower 

of Christ will lead them toward evangelism. 

As a Christian, there are several essential things one must comprehend about 

oneself. One of the crucial things Christians, particularly young believers, should be aware 

of is that they have become brand new people. They are not the same people they used to 

be; they are now identified as a newborn who has a clean slate, free from sin. Ray Ortlund 

speaks into this with Scripture: “And we who are believers share in his newness now: ‘If 

anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation’ (2 Cor. 5:17). Becoming a Christian doesn’t just 

add something to the old you; it creates a new you. The risen Christ indwells you now, 
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never to leave (Rom. 8:10–11).”31 When a person puts their complete faith in Jesus Christ 

as their Lord and Savior, a remarkable and supernatural transformation takes place within 

them. This transformation will be explored in more detail later, but the important point to 

understand now is that Christians should realize that they become a brand new creation in 

Christ. They are no longer spiritually dead in their sins; rather, they are now alive and 

renewed in Christ alone. This truth is so powerful that it cannot be kept silent and must be 

shared with others through proclamation. The fact that they have become a new creation 

gives believers the ability to share what Jesus has done in and through them.  

Another key identity that a believer must understand is that when they come to 

Jesus for salvation, they are also adopted as children of God. As God’s children, they are 

called to serve him and obey his Word. Coleman speaks into this fact: “If we have learned 

even the most elemental truth of discipleship, we must know that we are called to be 

servants of our Lord and to obey his Word.”32 When it comes to evangelism for those who 

believe in Christ, it is important to understand that evangelism is both a way to serve the 

Lord and obey him. Jesus has instructed his disciples to spread the good news and make 

him known. As children of God, it is crucial for teenagers to realize that they must share 

their faith with those who are lost. Stier points out, “Asking a teenager to share their faith 

is asking them to take a giant risk—relationally, emotionally, even spiritually. If we expect 

them to take that risk, we must inspire them with Gospel urgency and help them know 

why they should risk their social standing to share Jesus with their friends, classmates, 

teammates, and coworkers.”33 

These truths point to the next identity that believers need to grasp: they are 

called a witness of the gospel. This means that they testify to what they have personally 
 

31 Ray Ortlund, The Gospel: How the Church Portrays the Beauty of Christ (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway, 2014), 54. 

32 Coleman, Master Plan of Evangelism, 58. 

33 Stier, Gospelize Your Youth Ministry, 57. 
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experienced. A witness is often used to corroborate a story and to demonstrate the 

truthfulness of what is being told. Every person who has accepted Jesus as their Lord and 

Savior has witnessed something that gives truth to the gospel they believe; something that 

validates the gospel they believe in. It is essential to disciple Christian teens so that they 

understand that being a witness is not only their role but it is also a command for their 

life. Reid emphasizes this truth as he talks about Acts 1:8 and the demands of every 

believer to evangelize: “What did He tell us to do? Not to build buildings or social 

ministries or great worship services or discipleship courses. . . . No, He told us to be 

witnesses—something every believer can be and do.”34 Reid later states, “Jesus expects 

all believers to be involved in spreading the gospel. Everyone who receives the Holy Spirit 

is to witness.”35 It is crucial for teenagers to develop a biblical worldview that defines their 

identity as a witness for Jesus Christ. This perspective will aid in spreading the gospel to 

Generation Z, aligning with the commission Christ gave to Christians. 

Identified Disciple-Maker 

By analyzing the commission Christ gave to his followers, it becomes clear 

that believers are called to make disciples. It is important for teenagers to understand that 

they are not excluded from this command, given the authority of Christ. The Christian 

Generation Z population should also consider themselves as disciples, making their identity 

synonymous with that of a disciple-maker. By acknowledging this truth, teens will realize 

that Jesus did not merely suggest evangelism but rather commissioned it. A suggestion 

implies that something is optional, and it is left up to the individual to decide whether or 

not to pursue it. However, Jesus did not suggest evangelism, and many scholars support 

this truth. 
 

34 Reid, Evangelism Handbook, 66. 

35 Reid, Evangelism Handbook, 75. 
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Coleman specifies, “Clearly Jesus did not leave the work of evangelism subject 

to human impression or convenience. . . . Evangelism is not an optional accessory to our 

life. It is the heartbeat of all that we are called to be and do.”36 For followers of Jesus 

Christ, it is clear that evangelism is not optional in their walks with him. Being a disciple-

maker is essential and is not merely a suggestion. It is a clear demand that if one wants to 

follow Christ, then one must also make disciples. This truth aligns with the multiplication 

factor discussed previously in this chapter. 

The Great Commission is not a form of legalism, but rather an act of obedience 

to God. Legalism has negatively impacted religion by turning it into a faith based on works. 

Christianity has seen examples of legalistic tendencies from the Pharisees to the modern 

church. While legalism focuses on a moral code, having a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ is about obeying the Father. Reid states, “A born-again child of God cannot take 

seriously his or her relationship to Christ without dealing with the issue of evangelism. 

Evangelism is important to those of us who follow Jesus because of the critical role that 

obedience plays in our spiritual growth.”37 For a disciple-maker, obeying God is crucial 

for spiritual growth. Thus, evangelism cannot be neglected—it must be embraced and 

viewed as obedience to the Father. 

When a believer is obedient to the Father in evangelism, there is no telling of the 

potential of what God can do through them. Christian teens are used by God all over the 

globe. They are disciple-makers. Christian hip-hop artist Kevin Burgess recently released 

a book called Dangerous Jesus, a resource that relates to many teens today. He affirms, 

“People who know who they are in Christ, who see themselves as Christ’s image bearers 

in the world, are the most dangerous people there are. They are imbued with the power of 

the Holy Spirit. . . . They don’t just memorize Jesus’ commands; they lift them off the page 
 

36 Coleman, Master Plan of Evangelism, 89. 

37 Reid, Evangelism Handbook, 39. 
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and live them out every waking day.”38 When one is fueled by the Holy Spirit, obedience 

in evangelism becomes a way of life. 

Indwelling of Holy Spirit 

The truth of Christianity is that when someone repents of their sins and trusts 

in Jesus Christ for salvation, they experience a process of regeneration that results in the 

Holy Spirit inhabiting them. When Christian teens share their faith with others, they must 

remember that the Holy Spirit is within them, helping them have conversations about the 

gospel. This indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a gift that Christians receive, and it enables 

them to share the love of Christ with others. 

This chapter previously, briefly, highlighted a common problem believers face 

when it comes to sharing their faith—the fear of being ignorant. Many Christians worry 

that they do not know enough about the gospel or that they will not know what to say. 

While these concerns may be valid in some cases, it is important for Christians to 

remember that they have the Holy Spirit within them. This does not mean that the Holy 

Spirit will magically give them all the knowledge they need, but it does mean that they are 

not alone. The Holy Spirit is present to support and guide them. Because of this reality, 

McRaney states, “As a witness you never share the gospel when the Holy Spirit has not 

preceded you. This should comfort you. The Lord opens the heart of the listener.”39 

The Holy Spirit works within the believer and testifies to the truth of Christ. 

Therefore, teens must understand that they are empowered by the Holy Spirit to share 

their faith. McRaney continues to speak on the role of the Holy Spirit by further stating, 

“The Holy Spirit empowers the witness with authority and wisdom as the gospel is shared. 

As the witness follows the direction of the Holy Spirit, the witness is guided and led by 
 

38 Kevin “KB” Burgess, Dangerous Jesus: Why the Only Thing More Risky Than Getting Jesus 
Right Is Getting Jesus Wrong (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale, 2023), 221. 

39 McRaney, The Art of Personal Evangelism, 28. 
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the Holy Spirit. This guidance brings assurance to the witness.”40 Rather than teens 

fearing evangelism, they should be advised about the role of the indwelling Holy Spirit 

who abides within them.  

Throughout the book of Acts, Paul faithfully records instances of the Holy Spirit 

guiding and empowering believers in spreading the good news. Peter is a good example 

as he shared the gospel time and time again to the Jewish and Gentile people. Beougher 

highlights the difference between when the disciple Peter cowered before a servant girl in 

Matthew 26 and later in Acts 4 and 5 when Peter is filled with great power and boldness. 

Beougher states, “The answer is simple: Acts 2! The coming of the Holy Spirit and his 

empowering ministry at Pentecost. The Peter who boasted he was willing to die for Jesus 

was Peter boasting in his own strength that ‘I’ve got this.’ Well, he didn’t have it. The 

Peter in Acts chapter 4 and 5 and beyond is a Peter who is filled with the Holy Spirit.”41 

Teens today can experience the same powerful help of the Holy Spirit when sharing the 

gospel. There was nothing being done in the strength and power of Peter himself; it was 

the Holy Spirit working in and through him. This is the testimony of all who have trusted 

in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. 

As a part of the discipleship process, the goal in developing teenagers must 

include teaching them to find their identity in Christ. When teens know who they are in 

Christ, they will also know whose they are. They have the same power that raised Christ 

from the dead living and active within them. This is why they are called to boldly proclaim 

the good news and be a witness for the glory of God. One of the greatest benefits for 

Christian teens is that they have been born again and can testify to how this rebirth has 

transformed their life. 
 

40 McRaney, The Art of Personal Evangelism, 29. 

41 Beougher, Invitation to Evangelism, 15. 
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Testimony Development 

Every teenager who has been born again by receiving Christ as their Lord and 

Savior has a testimony. By confessing their need for a savior and acknowledging their 

separation from God, they have a powerful testimony that glorifies God. As a part of the 

discipleship process, Christians should learn how to effectively formulate and share their 

personal testimony that represents their journey as believers. While exploring the practical 

issues surrounding testimony development for Generation Z, there will be an analysis of 

research concerning non-Christian Generation Z, clarity of what testimony sharing is as 

well as the elements it is built from, and exploring vulnerability as a way to engage lost 

people.  

“The Open Generation” 

Generation Z has been classified by the Barna Group as “The Open Generation.” 

They suggest from their global research on teens that “the spirituality of teenagers shows 

that this rising generation is open and inclusive, seeking truth, authenticity and change. 

They are open to different perspectives, different faiths and different cultures.”42 If this is 

true, then Christian teenagers have an opportunity to share their testimonies with their 

open peers. They must be discipled in how to build and share the story of what God has 

done in their life with nonbelieving friends.  

Testimonies are simply personal stories of a Christian who has experienced 

Jesus Christ. Using one’s own stories can be a way to intrigue a lost person. Carmine 

Gallo talks about the importance of telling personal accounts: “Brain scans reveal that 

stories stimulate and engage the human brain, helping the speaker connect with the 

audience and making it much more likely that the audience will agree with the speaker’s 
 

42 Barna Group, How Teens Around the World Relate to Jesus, vol. 1 of The Open Generation 
(Ventura, CA: Barna Group, 2022), 6. 
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point of view.”43 During a gospel conversation, a teenager can utilize this truth to engage 

with a lost person in a way that helps them realize their need for Christ. Sharing personal 

stories can also be a powerful tool to create authentic, deep, and truthful conversations. 

Purpose of Testimony Sharing 

When a person comes to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior, Scripture explains 

that they are a “new creation” (2 Cor 5:17). If someone becomes a new believer, then they 

must have had an old life that they used to be identified with. That old life is described as 

dead and gone. Instead, a new life has come where they are deemed righteous before God. 

Jerry Bridges explains this spiritual phenomenon: “We have a brand new relationship with 

God through Christ. This identity is more than just a label. It defines who we really are. It 

means that God has taken away our stony hearts and given us hearts that are spiritually 

alive and responsive to him.”44 This further implies that believers were spiritually dead 

before and are now spiritually alive. It is imperative for teenagers to understand this truth 

and be able to analyze their own lives so that they can share this truth with others. When 

teenagers have gospel conversations, they should be prepared to articulate their testimony. 

Personal God stories bring further validity to the gospel they are sharing. 

It is important for Christian teens to learn how to develop their personal 

testimony in a way that clearly explains the gospel. Believers should be equipped with 

ways to articulate the gospel message using their true conversion testimony. However, 

Mark Dever cautions Christians that evangelism is not only sharing a personal testimony. 

He writes in Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, “It is good to share your own testimony of 

what God has done in your life, but in your testimony, you may not actually make clear 

what Christ’s claims are on other people.”45  
 

43 Carmine Gallo, Talk Like Ted: The 9 Public Speaking Secrets of the World’s Top Minds 
(New York: St. Martin’s, 2014), 44. 

44 Jerry Bridges, Who Am I? Identity in Christ (Minneapolis: Cruciform, 2012), 57. 

45 Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, 3rd ed. (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2013), 132. 
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The main purpose of a Christian’s personal testimony is to testify to the gospel 

truth of what Jesus has done and how he has impacted the believer’s life. Ortlund pens,  

The gospel changes us down deep at this intuitive level. When God justifies us in 
Christ, he directly counteracts our whole self-involved strategy for living. He credits 
a righteousness to us that depends on Someone Else, re-creating the Edenic 
relationship and drawing us out of ourselves into his fullness (John 1:16). Now we 
live in Christ, the new and better Adam.46  

The reality of a believer’s journey of faith is that they are restored to God as if they were in 

the perfect Garden of Eden all over again. However, this restoration process is not 

something the believer accomplished on his own. It is solely through the works of Christ 

that believers are restored back to the Father. 

Testimony development is a common practice in many ministries. Various 

curriculums are available that provide guidelines on how to effectively share personal 

stories. While these formats can be powerful, it is crucial to help teenagers craft their 

testimony in a way that highlights the centrality of the gospel of Jesus.  

Elements of Christian Testimonies 

During the testimony development process, there should be a main focus on 

what Christ has changed within the believer’s life. There is a vast difference between 

sharing one’s personal testimony and sharing one’s life story. A life story could take 

hours to share, while a personal testimony in Christ could take only a couple of minutes. 

Christian teenagers need help in developing their personal testimony which helps them 

stay focused on the gospel instead of themselves. Christians come from different walks of 

life, including those who were raised in the church and did not experience a wildly sinful 

life. However, the truth is that everyone has sinned (Rom 3:23) and needs a savior. 

Explaining the need for a savior can be monumental in reaching a lost person for Christ. 

There have been many suggestions for how a testimony should be developed. 

Sisson outlines three major elements of a Christian testimony, “1. What your life was life 
 

46 Ortlund, The Gospel, 81. 
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before you became a Christian. 2. What happened the day you trusted Christ. 3. How 

Christ has changed your life since that day.”47 In a recent resource, Ryan Fontenot briefly 

explains a similar and simple outline: “1. My life before Christ: 30 seconds. 2. When did 

you meet Jesus: 30 seconds. 3. What did Jesus change in you: 30 seconds. 4. What is He 

doing now: 30 seconds.”48 These two different resources that were written forty-four 

years apart demonstrate a similar and practical approach on how one could develop a 

testimony. 

To ensure methodological consistency, next is a brief analysis of three major 

components of Christian testimonies. The first component is the life of a believer prior to 

their acceptance of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. Evangelism Explosion’s 

approach to equipping believers in testimony development focuses on a word that that 

captures the essence of the believer’s life before they encountered Christ. D. James 

Kennedy writes, “Select one life concept such as loneliness, strife, guilt, fear of death, 

emptiness, rejection, insecurity, depression.”49 Giving clear terms to describe life before 

accepting Christ helps teenagers understand how their separation from God occurred, 

which leads to understanding the second element. 

The second aspect pertains to the moment a believer surrendered their life to 

Christ. Every born-again Christian has a unique journey on how they came to the cross of 

Jesus for salvation. In the process of training teenagers to develop their testimony, this is 

often the point where trainers can discern whether one is a true convert. A common 

realization is that committed church members and individuals who always thought they 

were Christian come to the understanding that they have never truly experienced being 

born-again. Alvin Reid alludes to this truth when he states, “In the witness training that I 
 

47 Sisson, Training for Evangelism, 59. 

48 Ryan Fontenot, #LiveSent: Equipping You to Have Jesus Conversations in Everyday Life 
(Self-published, 2023), 134. 

49 D. James Kennedy, Evangelism Explosion: Equipping Churches for Friendship, Evangelism, 
Discipleship, and Healthy Growth, 4th ed. (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale, 1996), 71. 
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lead, I require each participant to write his or her personal testimony. On more than one 

occasion, individuals in the training have discovered they had no testimony and were 

converted!”50 During the testimony development process, Christian teens are likely to 

have a similar realization and come to Jesus during the training. 

The third element to examine is how one’s life has been transformed after 

becoming a believer in Christ. When the believer demonstrates the contrast between the 

negative beginning versus the positive change, the person being shared with can clearly 

see the powerful and inspirational change. Kennedy explains, “You will want to illustrate 

the reverse life concept.”51 Sisson writes, “This, of course, is the most satisfying part of a 

testimony. It is thrilling to look a person in the eye and tell him that you are not the man 

you used to be. Christ changes our lives!”52 A genuine testimony of conversion should 

display evidence of a transformed life. Without any indication of how the gospel has 

brought change, there is a strong chance that the person is not a believer.  

Sharing personal testimonies is a powerful way for believers to share what the 

gospel of Christ has done for them personally. Nonbelievers cannot dispute a true 

conversion story, as it is a miracle that only God can perform within a believer. It is 

important to equip teenagers with the skills needed to share their own story, as many feel 

their experiences are insignificant or are unsure how to articulate them. 

Vulnerability 

Although the methods mentioned have been effective in developing testimonies, 

one critical element could potentially engage non-Christian Generation Z—vulnerability. 

The reality of the Christian life is that even after a person has been reborn and repented of 

their sins, they still struggle with sin. This is the truth for every Christian who is living in 
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the flesh. Bridges highlights this truth: “So if we are going to grow in the realization of 

who we are in Christ, we must come to terms with the reality that we are not yet perfect; 

the presence and activity of sin is still alive and well within us.”53 When believers are 

vulnerable about dealing with sin, it shows those they share with that they still need Jesus 

Christ every day. 

The curriculum that Dare 2 Share provides disciples teens with the concepts of 

“ask, admire, and admit.” For the admit section, Stier states, “We teach them to then 

admit that they need Jesus too. This is when Christian teens can share their story of how 

Jesus rescued them from sin.”54 These elements suggest that teenagers should be trained 

to acknowledge their need for Christ. However, it could also be expanded to teach them 

how to reveal their weaknesses as a part of discipleship. That is what vulnerability is all 

about: having an openness of one’s weaknesses. 

Barna Group claims that “over half of non-Christian Gen Z (54%) say they are 

simply not interested in exploring Christianity further.”55 This data suggests that 46 percent 

of Generation Z, who do not identify as Christian, are open to learning more about the 

Christian faith. Another report by Barna examined the spiritual openness of teens. The 

report stated, “A generation lacking confidence in what is true may be open in a profound 

way to a personal experience of God.”56 Testimony sharing on behalf of Christians is a 

way to show how they have experienced or are experiencing God. If nonbelieving 

Generation Z teens are interested in the Christian faith and seek a personal encounter with 

God, showing vulnerability may be the bridge to start a gospel conversation. 
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There are many ways a teenager can be vulnerable about their need for Jesus 

without having to disclose traumatic experiences or secretive sins. Teens can share their 

emotions, life circumstances, fears, health issues, or even insecurities they are still 

grappling with and trusting in Christ to overcome. Teenagers being vulnerable with each 

other leads to deeper conversations, builds trust, and leads to authenticity. As mentioned 

previously, sharing personal testimonies can also provide evidence of the truth of the 

gospel and the claims of Christianity. 

Evidential Truths of Christianity 

In the final part of the theoretical and practical issues of discipling teenagers in 

evangelism, this chapter will take a closer look at equipping teens with evidence of 

Christianity. As part of the discipleship process, believers need to be equipped with the 

evidence of their faith in order to be grounded in truth when sharing the gospel. First is an 

analysis of the research regarding the need for teaching evidence of the truth of 

Christianity, then the benefit of equipping teenagers with this evidence, and finally, 

listing the key evidential facts that teens should be equipped with in correlation with the 

research data. 

Disheartening Research Data 

The Barna Group conducted a recent survey among claimed Christian 

teenagers57 to understand their views and knowledge about Jesus Christ. Teens from all 

over the world were surveyed, yet the Barna Group report specifically broke down the 

following question to just the teenagers they asked in the United States: “Thinking about 
 

57 By proof of the research displayed it is evident that these claimed Christian teenagers are 
clearly not truly converted. There is a soteriology issue here with many claimed Christian teenagers, and 
based off their beliefs they truly have not obtained salvation. The teens surveyed may have identified 
themselves as a Christian because of association being American, growing up in a Christian family, 
considered themselves a good person, involved in church but never experienced regeneration, or they are a 
truly converted believer. In any case, based on the research these statistics should be considered because a 
doctrinal issue should be encouraged to address. 
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Jesus Christ, which of the following are true?” The results of the survey showed that the 

average United States teenager believes that “He was crucified—49%, He was a miracle 

worker—47%, He was raised from the dead—44%, and He was God in human form—

36%.”58 Teenagers were able to react to several more statements; but particularly, the 

four areas highlighted are concerning in regard to United States “Christian” teenagers. 

One could argue that the reason for the lack of evangelism among Generation Z is that 

they do not fully understand who Jesus Christ is. That is a major issue. Equipping teens 

with the core and foundational facts of the Christian faith can greatly empower and 

influence them to share the gospel with urgency and conviction. 

Advantages of Equipping  
Evidential Truths 

There are advantages to equipping Christian teenagers with evidential truths of 

the Christian faith. One thing this discipleship methodology accomplishes is that it 

prepares teens with the foundations of apologetics. Beougher alludes to the benefits of 

evangelism and apologetics when he states, “Training in apologetics strengthens the faith 

of believers and equips them to give reason for the hope that is within them.”59 With the 

research from the Barna Group in mind, equipping with the apologetical approach can 

help Christian teenagers develop the reason for the hope that is within them. Therefore, 

providing and equipping students with evidential truths could potentially enhance their 

defense if asked about these topics while sharing the gospel.  

Equipping teenagers with evidence of their faith is a significant way to influence 

and mobilize gospel conversations within their daily practice. It can potentially help them 

recognize opportunities for gospel conversations and be better prepared to defend their 

Christian beliefs. And just because a teenager is being discipled with facts does not mean 
 

58 Barna Group, How U.S. Teens & Young Adults Relate to Jesus, View the Bible and Make an 
Impact, vol. 3 of The Open Generation (Ventura, CA: Barna Group, 2022), 13. 

59 Beougher, Invitation to Evangelism, 271. 
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that their faith is being undermined. Gregory Koukl tackles the argument of “Faith versus 

Fact” in his book, Tactics, where he concludes,  

The problem is with the premise, “Faith is believing things we cannot know.” This 
is not a biblical understanding of faith. Faith and knowledge are not opposites in 
Scripture. They are companions. The opposite of faith is not fact but unbelief. The 
opposite of knowledge is not faith but ignorance. Neither unbelief nor ignorance is a 
virtue in Christianity.60 

It is essential to provide disciples with the knowledge of the Christian faith 

because faith and facts are companions to one another. Evidence of the truth of Christianity 

will benefit the witness as they share their faith as well as provide compelling reasons for 

one to consider the authenticity of the Christian faith. This is applicable to both the 

claimed Christian and the lost person. It is important for Christian teenagers to be 

equipped with the core truths of their faith, which can aid in spreading the gospel and 

having meaningful conversations about it. 

Key Evidential Facts to Consider 

Based on the provided research and the scriptural evidence analyzed in chapter 

2, it is essential to equip teenagers with knowledge about Christ’s death, burial, 

resurrection, and eyewitness accounts of these events. When teenagers are equipped with 

evidential facts, they have a solid foundation to support their doctrinal beliefs and find 

assurance in their own salvation. These key evidential facts are not the only ones to 

consider, which makes the argument for discipling teenagers in this way even stronger. 

Having this knowledge of the faith can empower deep and meaningful gospel 

conversations.  

The first key evidential fact to study is the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. This is 

not to be confused with the reason why Christ was crucified, but the historical evidence 
 

60 Gregory Koukl, Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions, 2nd ed. 
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2019), 188–89. 
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that proves it actually happened. John Piper speaks about this issue to point to the truth of 

the crucifixion in comparison to a horrific, ungodly historical event:  

The death of Jesus Christ is the most important event in history. . . . The denial that 
Christ was crucified is like the denial of the Holocaust. For some it’s simply too 
horrific to affirm. For others it’s an elaborate conspiracy to coerce religious 
sympathy. But the deniers live in a historical dreamworld. Jesus Christ suffered 
unspeakably and died.61  

Analyzing the historical event of the crucifixion would bring true somberness as teenagers 

realize and internalize the cross. This is not to emotionally manipulate them but to equip 

them with the actuality and seriousness of Jesus dying one of the most historically brutal 

deaths for them.  

The gospel writers do not go into full detail surrounding the details of Christ’s 

death. Therefore, digging deeper into doctrinal understandings will enable teens to know 

what took place. John R. W. Stott writes about the gruesome details that took place in the 

crucifixion process. He explains that prisoners would be publicly humiliated. Jesus would 

have been stripped naked and laid on the ground as he was nailed to the cross, and the 

cross would be erected into a vertical position and dropped into a socket that was dug into 

the ground. Criminals that were crucified would hang there “helplessly exposed to intense 

physical pain, public ridicule, daytime heat and nighttime cold. The torture would last 

several days.”62 The cross that Christ endured was nothing short of utter humiliation and 

excruciating pain. Jesus was killed and suffered one of the worst forms of punishment 

ever created by humanity in the process.  

However, the glorious aspect of the crucifixion is that it fulfilled prophecy. 

Former atheist Lee Strobel, who was on a conquest to destroy the truths of the Christian 

faith, was confronted with this truth in an interview with a well-equipped believer, 

Alexander Metherell. Strobel recounted the interview of Metherell stating, “This fulfilled 
 

61 John Piper, Fifty Reasons Why Jesus Came to Die (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2006), 14–15. 

62 John R. W. Stott, The Cross of Christ, 2nd ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2006), 214. 
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the Old Testament prophecy in Psalm 22, which foretold the crucifixion hundreds of 

years before it took place.”63 Christian teenagers should not be sheltered from the facts of 

the crucifixion; it is a cornerstone of the Christian faith. It provides a way for lost people 

to be rescued from their sins through a perfect, divine, human savior who died for them.  

The second crucial evidential fact to examine is the burial of Jesus Christ after 

his crucifixion. The sequence of events that led to Jesus being crucified was a miracle 

orchestrated by God. The Jewish people demanding that Barabbas, a wicked criminal, be 

freed and Christ be killed was all in God’s control. R. C. Sproul expounds on this truth: 

“The body He left behind was a corpse. Like any other corpse, there was no heartbeat, 

there were no brain waves, there was no blood pulsating through His veins. Jesus was 

dead, and as a dead man in His humanity, He was utterly powerless to do any significant 

work.”64 There was a stone rolled in front of the tomb in which Christ’s corpse was laid 

following the crucifixion. This is important for teens to comprehend because it points to 

the greater truth of what happened following the burial of Christ. This evidential truth 

will deepen their understanding and ability to defend the events in which Christ was 

crucified and killed. 

The third important evidential fact to inspect is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Sproul points out, “The claim of resurrection is vital to Christianity. If Christ has been 

raised from the dead by God, then He has the credential and certification that no other 

religious leader possesses. Buddha is dead. Mohammed is dead. Moses is dead. Confucius 

is dead. But . . . Christ is alive.”65 While this is a great argument for teens to defend the 

resurrection, it also points to the truth of how the claims of the Christian faith are superior 
 

63 Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ: A Journalist’s Personal Investigation of the Evidence for 
Jesus, 2nd ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2016), 214. 

64 R. C. Sproul, The Work of Christ: What the Events of Jesus’ Life Mean to You (Colorado 
Springs: David C. Cook, 2012), 163. 

65 R. C. Sproul, Reason to Believe: A Response to Common Objections to Christianity (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1978), 44. 
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to any other religion. Equipping teens with the truths of the resurrection gives them a 

profound understanding of how their sins are removed. Stott notes, “The gospel includes 

both the death and the resurrection of Jesus, since nothing would have been accomplished 

by his death if he had not been raised from it. Yet the gospel emphasizes the cross, since 

it was there that the victory was accomplished.”66 Sinners are restored to God because of 

what Christ accomplished through his death, burial, and resurrection. These three facts 

are foundational to the Christian faith. 

The fourth significant evidential fact to study is eyewitness accounts. This truth 

was exegetically reviewed in chapter 2, but this chapter will point out the validity their 

accounts bring to the gospel message. Equipping teenagers with eyewitness accounts 

allows them to defend their faith and be confident in the gospel truth. The gospel writers 

record the names of people who were eyewitnesses to the resurrection of Christ. If 

following their histories through the early church, one can see the legitimacy of their 

testimonies. Who in their right mind would be willing to die for something that was false? 

The eyewitnesses of the resurrection were so committed to Jesus because they witnessed 

him alive after his death firsthand. They knew that dying for the cause of Christ was minor 

in comparison to the factuality of the resurrection. Even a skeptic like Strobel, when 

confronted with these facts, could no longer live in denial of the cross. Concerning the 

accounts of the eyewitnesses, Strobel states, “For me, this struck especially close to 

home—as a skeptic, that was one of my biggest objections to Christianity.”67 

The evidence examined in this section should be subjects taught within 

witnessing methods. Equipping teenagers with these truths will give them credibility in 

their witness and a sufficient reason as to why they believe what they believe. 
 

66 Stott, The Cross of Christ, 234. 

67 Strobel, Case for Christ, 37. 
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Conclusion 

This chapter explored the theoretical and practical aspects of discipling 

Generation Z, specifically in the context of evangelism. One can see the importance of 

evangelism as a core component of the discipleship process, especially for the Christian 

teenager. To effectively disciple young people, pastors and teachers can be aided by 

including components of discipleship, identity in Christ, testimony development, and 

evidences of the Christian faith. Although many other tools can help teenagers become 

effective witnesses, this project will primarily focus on these four areas to develop strong 

evangelists in Generation Z. 
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CHAPTER 4 

DETAILS AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT 

As noted in chapter 1, Evangelism Explosion International (EEI) has many 

curriculums that target different ministry contexts and demographics across the globe to 

train and equip laypersons in evangelism. The one age group where EEI lacked training 

and equipping laypersons specifically was high school students living in the western parts 

of the world. To launch this new evangelism training for high school-aged students, EEI 

partnered with Chets Creek Church (CCC), which gave permission to implement the 

training described throughout this project. Launching this training at CCC gave the 

ministry of EEI and me a better focus as I developed this high school evangelism 

curriculum. 

The current generation of high school students, Generation Z, has many 

perspectives and beliefs, as described throughout this project. This generation still needs 

to be effectively equipped in evangelism so that they can be discipled to successfully 

share their faith. CCC’s youth pastor worked alongside me by giving permission to 

implement my doctoral ministry project with his high school students. Chets Creek 

Students (CCS) is the youth program held at CCC, and it is very active with high school 

students and missional outreach programs. CCC has been passionate and committed to 

community and global outreach for many decades, and that same vision is present 

throughout the youth program.  

This chapter will depict the doctoral project’s preparation, implementation, and 

content overview. While the primary purpose of this project was to train high school 

students, specifically in the western parts of the globe, this project sought to initially 

implement the evangelism training at CCC toward the CCS. Three goals were established 
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to accomplish this training. The first goal was to assess the current evangelism practices 

of youth workers who represent different denominations and cultures. The second goal 

was to develop an eight-unit curriculum for youth pastors to train the current generation 

of high school students on how to evangelize. The third goal was to equip high school 

students at CCC in Jacksonville, Florida, to share the gospel through the developed 

curriculum.  

Preparation 

One of the greatest things I did in the preparation period of this ministry project 

was rely on prayer and seek the Holy Spirit’s direction from start to finish. There is 

nothing I did within my own capabilities to accomplish the final product of this evangelism 

curriculum; all the glory goes to God alone. The Holy Spirit led me through the process 

from start to finish, and prayer was a huge component. I would spend time in prayer as I 

conducted research, worked through completing all three goals, developed the eight units 

for the evangelism curriculum, prepared for the implementation of the project, and for 

every day that the project was being implemented.  

The preparation to develop a curriculum for EEI to train high school students in 

evangelism began when I started the research components for writing chapters 1, 2, and 3 

of this ministry project. To gain direction for developing the curriculum, I consulted youth 

workers who represented different ministry contexts and cultures. Since EEI is connected 

with thousands of churches, I reached out to many of the youth pastors from those 

churches in the United States of America. From December 2022 to February 2023, I 

interviewed dozens of youth pastors and youth workers in the specific area of 

evangelism. After discerning who I wanted to speak to further about the development of 

this evangelism curriculum, I invited sixteen individuals to be assessed using an initial 

survey1 as well as join a consultation toward the development of this curriculum. 
 

1 See appendix 1. 
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Each individual traveled hundreds to thousands of miles to attend the 

consultation, which was held in person. This consultation took several months to prepare 

for, and took place from March 20, 2023, through March 24, 2023. For five days, the 

sixteen youth workers gathered to discuss the different topics that correlated to the overall 

development of the evangelism curriculum. The sixteen individuals represented varying 

degrees of influence, denominations, ministry contexts, experiences of EEI’s curriculums, 

and cultures. The conversations at this event helped me immensely as I prepared for the 

overall development of the curriculum. My desire for this consultation was that the youth 

workers who were present would also be interested in eventually implementing the 

completed curriculum in their churches. During the week, I led the group in conversations 

that specifically dealt with youth ministry and the current generation’s needs from the 

perspectives of these youth workers that surrounded the topics of evangelism. The 

consultation helped me gain a deeper understanding of creating an evangelism curriculum 

that could be utilized in various ministry contexts across the Western parts of the globe. 

After the consultation was completed, the following steps of preparation were 

the research I examined that was utilized in writing chapters 2 and 3. The consultation 

helped guide me into exploring four significant areas in discipling teens in evangelism, 

which are thoroughly explained and noted in chapter 3. The research assisted me in 

developing the units that would be taught in the curriculum. A tremendous amount of 

reading from various resources helped shape the content flow and curriculum structure. 

The research phase of this project took place from April 2023 through the month of 

December 2023.  

After writing chapter 3, I focused on two major objectives. The first objective 

was to plan and create the eight units to be taught throughout the evangelism training. 

While preparing the units, I exegeted 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 to be used in equipping the 

high school students in evangelism. Most of the units point to this passage and the Great 

Commission—all discussed in chapter 2. I spent many weeks writing the lesson plans for 
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the units, which were finalized in the last week of April 2024. The lesson plans were 

prepared with the reliance on prayer and on the Word of God, and then given to an expert 

panel to evaluate with a given rubric. The expert panel consisted of a variety of people 

with whom I had connections, including a EEI ministry partner, seminary professor in 

evangelism, and five local youth pastors. After the expert panel submitted their 

curriculum evaluations to me, I was cleared to implement the ministry project’s eight-unit 

evangelism curriculum.2 

The second objective was to find a church that would allow me, with 

permission from the church’s leadership team, to implement my project into their church’s 

youth program. The youth pastor of CCC was looking for an evangelism trainer for an 

event he was hosting called Mission Jax. This youth pastor was one of those present at 

the consultation and had assisted on the expert panel for the curriculum evaluation. He 

had been preparing for this event to take place in the summer of 2024, and he asked me to 

be the evangelism trainer several months before the event. The preparation period then 

intensified as I had to get approval from my faculty supervisor to do this training to 

implement my project, finalize the unit’s lessons, have it evaluated by an expert panel, 

and then be ready to be implemented on June 16, 2024. I successfully prepared 

everything to implement the project under the direction and approval of my faculty 

supervisor. 

The next part of the preparation was to work closely with the youth pastor to 

make this event possible. This evangelism training took place in Jacksonville, Florida, 

with the high school students of the youth program at CCC. Since the participants as part 

of my research were minors, I prepared to get the parents of these minors to sign and 

submit an agreement to participate in the evangelism training. Before the event 
 

2 See appendix 4.  
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commenced, the participating students completed a pre-training survey that they would 

also take again at the completion of the training. 

Implementation 

The preparation for this event was a great task to complete. The youth pastor of 

CCC and I had several meetings in advance before the event started. Since I do not work 

for the local church and am employed by a parachurch ministry, I do not have a group of 

youth students to conduct this training over the span of weeks to months. Mission Jax 

was a one-week intensified evangelism training that consisted of nine different sessions. 

The first session was the kick-off of the event that began on June 16, 2024, and the ninth 

session closed out the training on June 20, 2024. The event consisted of high school 

students as well as middle school students. While the middle school students completed 

the pre- and post-training survey, only the high schoolers’ responses were collected and 

reported for this project. A total of fifty students attended Mission Jax. 

The youth pastor of CCC prepared the students to commit and sign up for the 

event. He also prepared the students to split into four groups to go to four mission sites 

throughout Jacksonville to share the gospel. I did not establish those connections since I 

live in a different ministry context and was invited to be the evangelism trainer of the event. 

The event’s structure was for me to do a large group training and a small group 

training every day from Sunday to Thursday. The students were taken to the four different 

mission sites to do service projects and seek opportunities to share the gospel. In the first 

site, a group of students were taken to a public beach to share the gospel with people as 

they approached them. For the second site, a group of students were taken to a homeless 

outreach program where students could serve the homeless community and share the 

gospel. For the third site, students were taken to an out-of-school program focusing on 

reaching youth. Here, the CCS students had multiple opportunities to serve hundreds of 

youths and share the gospel. For the fourth site, students were taken to a refugee camp 
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that serves orphans, immigrants, refugees, and the underserved community, where the 

students of CCS had an opportunity to serve and share the gospel.  

The four groups were brought to these four sites every day to be witnesses to 

Jesus Christ. The groups spent eight hours at these different sites from June 17 to 20, 

2024, and then the students came back for free time. After free time, they went to their 

small groups for evangelism training, and then there was a large group evangelism 

training. I led the evangelism trainings for the large group every night, as well as a small 

group, which consisted of only high school students. To close out the night, the 

volunteers led a small group discussion that directly correlated with all that happened 

during the evangelism opportunities and the trainings the students received. Every student 

involved at Misson Jax stayed the night at the church as it served as a mission project for 

the youth group. 

While I only created an eight-unit evangelism training for this ministry project, 

the youth pastor requested that I start with an introductory session on the first night. This 

introduction was mainly because these students had not met me before. The youth pastor 

also requested that I share the gospel on that first night and offer a time for the students to 

respond to receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. The first session I 

implemented is separate from the eight-unit evangelism training as it served as an 

introductory to the students, mainly to commence the Mission Jax event.  

The lesson plans for the eight units were then executed in an intense training 

format, where, for five days, the students were brought through the content of the lessons. 

On June 16, 2024, unit 1 was taught to the high school students in a small group format. 

Then, on June 17, 2024, unit 2 was taught to just the high school students in the small 

group format, and unit 3 was taught to all the students present at Mission Jax. On June 

18, 2024, unit 4 was taught to just the high school students in the small group format, and 

unit 5 was taught to all the students present at Mission Jax. Then, on June 19, 2024, unit 6 

was taught to just the high school students in the small group format, and unit 7 was 
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taught to all the students present at Mission Jax. On June 20, 2024, unit 8 was taught to 

all the students present at Mission Jax, and it served to conclude the implementation of 

the ministry project. Every night the students would debrief the evangelism training they 

received, and on the final night, after unit 8 was completed, the students completed the 

post-training survey. 

Content Overview 

During the opening session, I introduced who I was and the ministry I work 

for. Many of the students had never heard of EEI, so I had the opportunity to share with 

CCS all the Lord has done through the ministry. As a part of my introduction, I also shared 

with them that this training would support the completion of my doctoral ministry 

project. I then shared the gospel with the students as a way to demonstrate how a gospel 

message is to be communicated, so they could see it modeled to them as they will be 

equipped with how to share the gospel throughout the week. The CCC youth pastor also 

requested that I allow students to respond in repentance to the gospel message and make 

a commitment to Jesus Christ. The purpose of this was so the students knew they were 

believers, but also, since they were going out to share the gospel, he wanted to be sure 

that they, too, believed the things they would be sharing with lost people. After sharing 

the gospel, focused on Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection, one student surrendered his 

life to Jesus Christ for the first time. This opening session was not planned to take place in 

the eight-unit evangelism training curriculum, but this is how the training began the event 

of Mission Jax and the implementation of this ministry project. The next portion of the 

chapter will provide a brief content overview of every unit taught in the implementation 

of the ministry project. 

Unit 1 

In unit 1 of the training to CCS, I equipped the students with several things 

they should talk about when sharing the gospel with a nonbeliever. This unit intended to 
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introduce the passage of Scripture that encapsulated the gospel of Jesus Christ in such a 

way that it engaged the students being trained with the major points of the gospel. This 

unit was an introduction to the biblical basis for students to gain an understanding and 

confidence in knowing the importance of evangelism and the critical aspects of the 

gospel to communicate in a spiritual conversation.  

The major passage that I focused on when equipping the students in unit 1 was 

1 Corinthians 15:1–11. I methodically worked through the passage, pointing out significant 

things Paul wrote to the church of Corinth. As a form of introduction, I focused on the 

importance of reminders and how Paul reminded the people in this letter of the gospel. I 

then taught the students what the gospel is and how it compels believers to share it with 

others. Since the gospel is the good news of salvation and forgiveness of sins, I then 

equipped the students with the importance and consequences of sin. The content for unit 1 

then flowed to point to the works of Jesus Christ and what he did on the cross. I explained 

the significance of Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection. Then, I used verse 11 from this 

passage to implore students to verbally communicate the gospel of Jesus Christ to 

effectively equip them with the core talking points.  

Unit 1 was strategic in content because the students were going out to share 

this gospel the very next morning. Therefore, I wanted them to understand what they would 

be sharing if a gospel opportunity arose. The students then debriefed the unit in small 

groups. As they met in their small groups, the students discussed the core talking points laid 

out in unit 1 and practiced gospel conversations with one another. This discussion and 

practice were to get students comfortable approaching people and having the confidence 

to share gospel talking points. 

Unit 2 

In unit 2 of the training to CCS, I equipped the students with the foundations of 

the Christian faith. In his letter covered in unit 1, Paul highlights and summarizes the 

foundational components of the gospel. In this unit, there was a deeper explanation of the 
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truths so that each one would be engraved in the students’ understandings. I found it 

important for the teens to methodically go through these truths so that they can master the 

points to cover within a gospel conversation with a lost person. 

The main passage I focused on in this unit was 1 Corinthians 15:3–7. When 

discussing how Jesus died for our sins, I went to other places in Scripture to equip the 

students with the significance of Jesus’s blood being shed and how he has the authority to 

forgive sin. I also taught the students that Jesus’s death was sufficient for our sins. Another 

aspect of this unit was to cover the truth that Jesus was really buried, to signify that a death 

actually happened. Additional content for this unit then explored the significance of Jesus’s 

resurrection and the foretelling of it happening in other parts of Scripture. I then equipped 

the students with the truth of Jesus Christ’s appearances, which proves the event happened. 

I explained that Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection are talking points in gospel 

conversation with nonbelievers, and calling a person to respond to these truths is offering 

them to repent and trust in Jesus Christ alone. 

After this unit’s training, the students got into small groups and debriefed the 

message. In the small groups, they explored the Scriptures mentioned in the training. They 

prepared to go to their community sites to share the gospel throughout the four locations. 

The students spent time in prayer, asking for the Holy Spirit to empower them and to be 

with them as they went out to the sites to share the gospel. 

Unit 3 

In unit 3 of the training to CCS, I equipped the students with ways to share their 

personal journey and faith in Jesus Christ. This unit focused on testimony development so 

that they could incorporate their testimony into the gospel message they are sharing with 

lost people. The curriculum was designed to frontload the gospel components into the 

first two units, and then the students would begin developing their testimonies. Using 1 

Corinthians 15:5–10, I explored with the students the three specific names Paul listed as 

eyewitnesses to the resurrected Jesus.  
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The content I went through with the students was a close look into the testimony 

of Peter, James, and Paul. These individuals have unique testimonies, and each of them 

points to the glory of Jesus Christ. For Peter’s testimony, I taught about his journey with 

Jesus and all that he witnessed and experienced. I also pointed out Peter’s denial of Jesus 

but then focused on his experience as he witnessed the resurrected Christ. I taught that 

this resurrection changed Peter, and he was then used to lead 3,000 people to salvation in 

Jesus. For James’s testimony, I taught how skeptical he was of Jesus, who was his half-

brother. I then explored the Scriptures that point to James’s life, how he witnessed his 

brother resurrected, and how he opened his letter in James 1:1 as a servant of Jesus. For 

Paul’s testimony, I taught about how he was committed to ending the gospel’s expansion 

and how he experienced the resurrected Christ. Paul had a radical transformation, and it is 

clearly seen in Scripture. 

After the unit’s training, I provided tips for students to aid them in developing 

their testimony. In small groups, students spent time writing out their personal faith 

journey, including who they were before becoming a Christian, how they became a 

Christian, and how Jesus has changed them as a result of their conversion. The students 

then practiced sharing their testimony to prepare them to include it with the gospel 

message they shared in a gospel conversation opportunity. 

Unit 4 

In unit 4 of the training to CCS, I equipped the students with the biblical 

mandate of why they are to share the gospel. Since the curriculum helped the students 

understand what they are to share in a gospel conversation, the purpose was to shift to 

why they are called to share the gospel. The content for this unit began by pointing out 

the difference between suggestions and commands. I explained that what Jesus gave to 

his followers was not a suggestion, but a command in which believers in the gospel must 

partake to fulfill the Great Commission. This unit closely examined the Great Commission 

that each Gospel writer recorded. 
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The content I taught focused on the Great Commission as recorded by each 

Gospel writer. When talking about the Great Commission according to Matthew, I taught 

the students about the clear instructions Jesus gave to his disciples, how people need to be 

taught to obey Christ’s commands, understand the authority of Jesus Christ, how he 

transferred the responsibility for the disciples to carry out and share with others, and how 

believers are given the great encouragement that Jesus is with them as they go. When 

talking about the Great Commission, according to Mark, I taught how the gospel needs to 

be preached to all humanity, that all disciples are being sent out into the world, and how 

the gospel is not restricted to just the Jewish people. When talking about the Great 

Commission according to Luke, I taught about the validity of the gospel message and 

Jesus’s works on the cross, why Jesus had to suffer, and how this fulfilled multiple 

prophecies. When talking about the Great Commission according to John, I taught about 

the mission on which the disciples are sent, how the disciples are to carry out the mission 

Jesus gave, and how this is not a harsh assignment, knowing that the comforting presence 

of the Holy Spirit is with believers as they go. 

After this unit was taught, students debriefed the content in small groups. They 

explored the significance of the Great Commission statements and began to apply the 

seriousness of sharing the gospel in their lives. They spent time in prayer for the sites they 

were preparing to visit, and they went out serving the community and sharing the gospel 

when opportunities presented themselves. 

Unit 5 

In unit 5 of the CCS training, I equipped the students with a healthy view and 

understanding of evangelism while also addressing several hindrances that hold people 

back from sharing the gospel. This unit addressed several misconceptions that Generation 

Z holds regarding evangelism and trained them on how to overcome several common 

barriers that prevent people from sharing the gospel. I encouraged the students that when 

they misunderstand something, it is highly likely that they will not share it. 
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The content in this unit did not have many passages, but instead explored the 

common misconceptions and barriers that hinder the gospel from advancing. I discussed 

the common misconceptions concerning evangelism and how to overcome them. I talked 

about the fears that are common for people when it comes to sharing their faith, but I also 

encouraged students on how to overcome those fears. I talked about how believers can be 

apathetic toward nonbelievers and encouraged them to develop a heart of compassion. 

Lastly, I talked to the students about the dangers of isolation from the lost world and how 

Christians are encouraged to get involved with things that help them be present in 

nonbelievers’ lives. 

Following this unit’s teaching and equipping, students got into their small groups 

and debriefed the message. They openly shared their fears regarding sharing the gospel. 

They also shared with one another what they have always viewed evangelism as. The 

students then discussed how their personal evangelism strategies could change if they 

applied these truths. The primary goal of this unit was to help students overcome any 

misconceptions or barriers that have held them back from being obedient in sharing the 

gospel. Students then prepared for their community mission sites in prayer and 

preparation for gospel conversations. 

Unit 6 

In unit 6 of the training to CCS, I equipped the students with several evidential 

truths of the Christian faith. This unit empowered students with a proper defense of their 

faith if they ever need it. This unit also intentionally deepens the teens’ faith since chapter 3 

noted the research that many claimed Christian teens do not agree with the core 

foundational truths of the gospel. I provided the students with credible evidence that would 

strengthen their faith and equip them with important knowledge of the Christian faith. 

First Corinthians 15:3–5 was the main focus for this content. However, it supplied an 

opportunity to explore many other passages that supported Paul’s claims in his letter.  
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Throughout this unit’s content, I explored Paul’s list of events with the students. 

I taught the students about the events of the crucifixion, burial, and resurrection. I then 

pointed to each event’s significance to explain how each was a fulfillment of prophecy. I 

then equipped the students with the crucial truths of prophecies being fulfilled and how 

Jesus fulfilled many great prophecies. I then provided students with several pieces of 

evidence like the eyewitness accounts of the resurrection, the fact that women were 

recorded as witnessing the empty tomb of Jesus, the fact that people were willing to die 

for what they knew was true, and how one’s own personal testimony gives credible 

evidence to the Gospel message. 

I explained to the students that there are many benefits to being equipped with 

evidential truths of the Christian faith. The students then discussed the message within 

their small groups and shared with others some of the objects they have experienced in 

their lives regarding sharing the gospel. The students also shared some of the objections 

they experienced while sharing the gospel at their mission sites and presented the 

challenges they have already faced. This did not discourage the group, but it helped to 

grow the group in a way that helped them understand how to reach people more 

effectively. The students prayed for the engagement with lost people as they continued 

the training for this week. 

Unit 7 

In unit 7 of the training to CCS, I equipped the students with a reminder of who 

they are in Jesus Christ. Many students battle with what their identity is and who God has 

called them to be. Since these students live in a world that heavily impacts everything about 

them by what the culture says about them and who they should be, it was appropriate to 

inform them about what the Bible says their identity is. This unit trained them to 

understand who Jesus has called them to be and how they can be obedient to their calling. 

This unit’s content explored various passages in a topical format to point out the 

truths of who they are in God’s view. I equipped and encouraged the students in five main 
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identities that they have in Jesus Christ. The first identity I equipped them with is that they 

are adopted as children of God, so they are called to serve Jesus and obey his Word—this 

also means sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. The second identity is that they are a new 

creation in Christ, so their old life is dead and gone and they have a new life ahead of 

them—this also means that their testimony of a changed person is impactful to a lost 

person. The third identity is that they are called to be witnesses of the gospel—believers 

are to testify and bear witness to the truthfulness of the gospel to lost people. The fourth 

identity I equipped them with is that they are called to be disciple-makers—evangelism is 

not an optional component of their faith, and they should be attempting to make disciples 

through evangelism. The fifth is that they have the indwelling Holy Spirit—they are on a 

sanctification journey to become more and more like Christ and share the gospel 

everywhere they go. 

The students then openly talked about their identity struggles and committed to 

the truths explored in the unit about who God has called them to be. As the students 

debriefed the message in their small groups, counseling took place, where the leaders 

helped guide several students in a time of repentance. The students then prayed together 

and prepared to go to their mission sites to share the gospel. 

Unit 8 

In unit 8 of the training to CCS, I equipped the students by helping them develop 

compassion for the lost. This message was intentional as it was the close of the intensive 

one-week training. Since the students had been equipped in evangelism, this unit gave them 

an objective as they leave Mission Jax to continue sharing their faith effectively. This unit 

primarily helped students explore and identify lost people that they were directly connected 

to, and they committed to sharing the gospel with at least one person from their list as they 

left Mission Jax. 

In the content I taught the students through the Scriptures, I told them Jesus 

was moved by compassion for people in need. I then taught what it means to have 
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compassion for people who are dying and going to hell because they have not received 

Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. I used Acts 1:8 to point out concentric circles in the 

students’ lives so that they could be strategic in identifying lost individuals to whom they 

are connected. As students listed names, they spent time in prayer over all the names on 

their lists. The students prayed for the Holy Spirit to provide an opportunity for them to 

share the gospel, for the Holy Spirit to work in the lost person’s heart, and for the Holy 

Spirit to effectively speak through them as they share the gospel.  

To close out the training and this unit’s content, the students wrote down one 

lost person’s name from their concentric circles onto a piece of paper. In a worshipful 

time, they laid these names at the altar of God as a commitment to leave Mission Jax to 

share the gospel with that one person on their list. The students then went to their small 

groups to debrief the message. After the debriefing, students took time to complete the 

post-survey assessment of their evangelism training. 

Conclusion 

Throughout this evangelism curriculum, I implored the students about the 

importance and relevance of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. The students of CCC had 

many great opportunities throughout the implementation of this project to share the gospel 

within the community in which they live. The CCS was blessed to experience the power 

of the Holy Spirit to call lost people to faith in Jesus Christ, and several students had the 

privilege of leading a lost person to that decision. I pray that these students would be 

highly encouraged and confident to continue sharing the gospel with the lost as they leave 

Mission Jax. The Great Commission is a command all Christ’s followers must obey. I pray 

that CCS would adhere to the words of the Great Commission that Matthew recorded, 

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age’” (28:18–20). 
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CHAPTER 5 

EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT 

This chapter will be a complete evaluation of the project. It will examine the 

project’s purpose and goals, strengths and weaknesses, and highlight several reflections.  

Evaluation of the Project’s Purpose 

The purpose of this project was to equip high school students at Chets Creek 

Church (CCC) in Jacksonville, Florida, in evangelism training through Evangelism 

Explosion International (EEI). As discussed at length in chapter 1 of this project, EEI 

currently does not have an active evangelism training curriculum that equips high school 

students throughout the western parts of the globe. This project was conducted at CCC to 

inform EEI of the direction in which this new evangelism curriculum should be developed. 

To achieve and fulfill the project’s purpose, three key actions were taken: 

assess the current evangelism practices of youth workers, develop an eight-unit 

evangelism curriculum, and equip the high school students at CCC. These action steps 

became the goals of this project and will be closely examined in the next section. The 

developed evangelism curriculum was informed by extensive research conducted in the 

completion of chapters 2 and 3. Another significant component that helped shape the 

evangelism training curriculum was the substantial field research that was sought out in 

the completion of the first goal. 

With the help of the input and research collected in totality, this project fulfilled 

its purpose. The high school students at CCC were effectively trained in evangelism, as 

evidenced by the reports from the students’ gospel conversations during the training and 

the collected data from the pre-and post-surveys. The students received intense and 
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thorough evangelism training while immediately putting into practice what they were 

being trained with. The training results directly demonstrated that this project’s purpose 

was fulfilled. As a result, EEI has a confirmed path forward as the ministry continues to 

develop a evangelism curriculum to be implemented in the western parts of the globe. 

Evaluation of the Project’s Goals 

The training to equip the high school students of CCC involved three goals. 

These goals involved many details that helped accomplish the ministry project. All three 

of the goals were achieved. They paved a path forward for the completion of the purpose 

of the project. These goals are addressed and evaluated below. 

Goal 1: Assess Current Evangelism 
Practices 

The first goal was to assess the current evangelism practices of youth workers 

who represent different denominations and cultures. Since the created curriculum paved 

the path for the later developed tool for EEI, youth workers from different denominations 

and cultures needed to speak into this project. While this ministry project is the initial 

launch of the high school evangelism tool, going forward, the tool will be developed 

further to be used throughout the ministry, not just at CCC. Therefore, having different 

voices from across the United States of America was crucial. This assessment was 

completed by sixteen youth workers, who were also represented in person at a 

consultation. All ministers present completed this consultation assessment and attended a 

week-long meeting where they spoke about many different areas of youth ministry and 

evangelism. The consultation inspired and influenced a focused direction in which the 

evangelism tool for high school students should be created. 

The consultation assessment went above and beyond my expectations. It was 

humbling to hear the many perspectives that were represented from the many different 

cultures. This consultation was considered field research as I led the entire event for the 

week. The consultation assessment had four significant parts, and all four parts will be 
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analyzed to demonstrate the success of this goal being met. The first part of the assessment 

was to identify the sixteen youth workers who would agree to participate in the 

consultation. I intentionally surveyed many individuals to identify the sixteen youth 

workers I wanted at the consultation. I took about two months to interview youth pastors 

and workers to find these individuals. After the interviews, I used my spiritual 

discernment to choose who should participate in this consultation assessment, and the 

sixteen youth workers who accepted the invite joined me in person. Each of the sixteen 

individuals signed the agreement to participate, and each of them spoke valuable wisdom 

into the field research. 

The second part of the assessment involved the youth workers completing a 

survey based on a six-point Likert scale. The youth workers responded to fifteen 

statements on a scale ranging from “strongly disagree” to “strongly agree.” The data 

collected for this part of the assessment informed me of the different perspectives that 

exist on the topic of evangelism. It was a relief to discover that much of the research 

examined in chapter 3 was supported by the field research I discovered at the consultation. 

For instance, one of the misconceptions that Generation Z has regarding evangelism is 

that it is a professional’s job to share the gospel. Statement 13 states, “Most Christians 

depend on their pastor to evangelize, which results in them not doing it.” All sixteen 

youth workers agreed with this statement, which supports the claims about the younger 

generation. This part of the assessment also revealed several needs for an evangelism 

curriculum. 

Regarding Scripture memorization being essential for sharing the gospel, 50 

percent strongly agreed, 18.75 percent agreed, 25 percent somewhat agreed, and 6.25 

percent strongly disagreed. This demonstrated to me that Scripture memorization is 

important for sharing the gospel. In regard to their personal observation and experience of 

most students leaving the church after graduation because they are not grounded in their 

faith, 18.75 percent strongly agreed, 50 percent agreed, 18.75 percent somewhat agreed, 
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12.5 percent somewhat disagreed, and 12.5 percent disagreed. This demonstrated that 

students needed to be equipped with evidential truths of the Christian faith to help them 

know the validity of their faith. There was also an alarming negative response to the 

statement concerning the church doing a great job teaching a layperson how to share the 

gospel, where 18.75 percent strongly disagreed, 31.25 percent disagreed, 31.25 percent 

somewhat disagreed, and only 18.75 percent somewhat agreed. This demonstrated the 

great need for evangelism training, especially for high school students. This part of the 

survey also informed me about high school students’ fears when sharing the gospel and 

how evangelism training needs to be connected to the discipleship process. One of the 

greatest encouragements that I took away from this consultation was the need for such a 

curriculum to be developed. Statement 15 reads, “The approach on how I train high 

school students in evangelism needs to change because what I currently am doing is not 

working”—25 percent strongly agreed, 31.25 percent agreed, 12.5 percent somewhat 

agreed, 18.75 percent somewhat disagreed, and 12.5 percent disagreed.1 

The third part of the assessment was for the youth workers to provide a written 

response to six questions on the youth worker consultation assessment. While many 

responses were insightful, I will focus on several key responses that helped shape the 

curriculum development. The first question asked the youth workers what methods they 

found effective in evangelism training. Many responses were about helping students 

develop their testimony and share it in a role-playing setting. The second question was 

about the difference of the younger generation in comparison in the last five years, and a 

majority of the responses pointed out mental illness, anxiety, and depression as being a 

commonality.  

The third question dealt with desired resources for an evangelism curriculum, 

and a lot of desires were for technological tools like videos and apps. One response that 
 

1 See appendix 5. 
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stood out was that they desired “biblical literacy and teaching people how to have normal 

and spiritual conversations.” The fourth question dealt with the strengths and weaknesses 

of curriculum they have experienced, and the responses varied greatly. Some appreciated 

curriculums, while others despised them. Some youth workers found curriculums to be 

reproducible, simple, and exegetical to be the most beneficial for them. The fifth question 

dealt with relevant illustrations for high school students today, and the responses heavily 

shared that illustrations should be real-life examples and situations. The sixth question 

dealt with how the youth worker’s church goes about evangelism training, and most 

responses mentioned something along the lines of how they used to do something but not 

much of anything anymore. The youth workers also mentioned that they would equip 

laypersons using lectured classes that were geared toward discipleship. 

The fourth part of the assessment was for the youth workers to respond 

verbally to nineteen different questions. These questions were discussed throughout the 

week of the consultation. It was inspiring to hear responses from the different perspectives 

in the room. While the youth workers had different opinions and perspectives, there were 

no arguments between them. Everyone present at the consultation walked away encouraged 

that there is great hope for the younger generation, and they were excited about the 

curriculum that was being developed. Based on the consultation and assessment of these 

youth workers, the focus of this project became apparent. I chose the direction of this 

project because of the field research I received from the consultants. This goal was 

successfully met when all sixteen youth workers completed the assessment and 

consultation. 

Goal 2: Develop an Eight-Unit Evangelism 
Training Curriculum 

The second goal was to develop an eight-unit curriculum for youth pastors to 

train the current generation of high school students on how to evangelize. After completing 

all the research and formulating a plan for the project, I strategically wrote eight units for 
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the evangelism curriculum to train high school students at CCC. Every unit was structured 

to be part of a one-week intensive evangelism training. Once I received my faculty 

supervisor’s approval regarding the direction and content of the lesson plans, I formed an 

expert panel to evaluate the curriculum from a rubric.2 The expert panel comprised one 

EEI ministry partner, one seminary professor in evangelism, and five local youth pastors. 

The expert panel evaluated the eight-unit curriculum on biblical accuracy, scope of content, 

pedagogy, and practicality. This goal was considered successfully met when 90 percent 

of the rubric criteria reached the sufficient level. The responses to the evaluation rubric 

demonstrated that a satisfactory level was met in every area of the rubric. Therefore, the 

developed evangelism tool did not need to be edited or modified. This goal was 

successfully met since 100 percent of the rubric criteria reached at least the sufficient level. 

The evaluators also provided comments that encouraged the implementation of the lesson 

plans. 

Goal 3: Equip High School Students 

The third goal was to equip high school students at CCC to share the gospel 

through the developed curriculum. Once the evangelism training had been developed and 

succeeded at a satisfactory level from the expert panel, the curriculum was set to be 

implemented. The evangelism training was conducted through eight units and taught 

during a one-week intensive evangelism training. Participants completed a pre- and post-

survey that evaluated their experience, knowledge, confidence, and comfort in sharing the 

gospel. The student survey was designed to show whether the students’ surveys had a 

positive increase from their answers at the beginning of the project to after the project 

was completed. The students were also assigned to groups to actively go out and share 

the gospel throughout the duration of the training.  
 

2 See appendix 6. 



   

87 

After the pre-survey was taken by the students, I taught through eight units 

during the mission week. As I went through the teaching with the students, one 

participating student made a decision to receive Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and 

Savior. As the students continued their training, they went out daily to four mission sites 

to seek gospel conversation opportunities. There were several successful conversations on 

the first day the students shared the gospel. I had the opportunity to lead a young teenager 

to Jesus Christ at one of the mission sites. On the second day as students went to their 

mission sites, many more gospel conversations began to happen, and students went beyond 

just their service projects and shared the good news with people they encountered. On the 

third day, five students reported that they had each led someone to Jesus Christ. Another 

student talked about how he encountered a practicing Buddhist woman, and he was 

optimistic that the Holy Spirit was working on her heart. On the fourth day, three students 

and one adult leader reported that they each had an opportunity to lead someone to Jesus 

Christ through sharing the gospel. Many other students reported having had opportunities 

to share their testimonies and pray for others when encountering people.  

As explained thoroughly in the project implementation in chapter 4, there was 

a unique structure to the Mission Jax event. Students were actively being trained in 

evangelism and immediately going into the mission sites set up throughout Jacksonville 

to actively share the gospel. This goal was considered successfully met when the pre- and 

the post-surveys revealed a positive difference through a t-test on the students’ scores. 

Thirty-five students participated in Mission Jax. The students submitted their pre- and 

post-surveys using a unique code to conceal their identity. I received thirty-one post-

surveys, and I separated the middle school participants from the high schoolers. After 

omitting the post-surveys that could not be connected to the pre-surveys, sixteen high 

school students provided usable data for this project.  

The measurement for this goal included the post-survey, and the goal was met 

when a t-test for dependent samples demonstrated a positive, statistically significant 
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difference between pre- and post-survey scores: t(15)=6.749, p < .0001.3 The training 

made a significant difference since the absolute value of 6.7494 is larger than the t critical 

two-tail value. Also, since the p value is 0.00000326 and is less than p=0.05, this 

difference shows that the training the students received made a significant difference. 

The high school students’ surveys also demonstrated a substantial change in 

their written response answers from the pre-survey to the post-survey. This too confirmed 

that the students who were trained had a positive impact on their growth and understanding 

of evangelism. For example, students defined evangelism in the pre-survey as “spreading 

the gospel by public acts and works,” and then they defined it in the post-survey as 

“spreading the gospel and pointing people to Christ with verbal communication.” Other 

students said that they thought the Great Commission meant “prayer” in their pre-survey, 

and in the post-survey, they said it meant “a command given by Christ to all believers to 

share the gospel.” These surveys helped me see the significant difference before the 

training and after the training, demonstrating that the goal has been sufficiently met. 

Strengths of the Project 

This project had three major strengths. The first strength is the numerous 

voices that spoke into this project through the youth worker assessment and consultation. 

The direction of this project was not merely my opinion on what I felt was the best 

direction to go with this project but also came from the invaluable wisdom spoken into it 

from the beginning. The youth workers and pastors that spoke into the project were 

influential at varying degrees, and there were many cultures representing different 

demographics in the United States. The wisdom and information I received from the 

consultation group of youth workers helped shape this project for the glory of God.  

The second strength of the project was the action step going forward for the 

students who received the training. The final unit was strategically placed to challenge 
 

3 See appendix 7. 
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the students to identify spiritually lost people in their network of relationships and then 

commit to sharing the gospel with them. This was a strength because this was much 

bigger than an implemented project for the students—it challenged them to have 

compassion for lost people directly connected to them. The youth pastor of CCC contacted 

me a couple of weeks after the implementation of the project to inform me that some 

students had taken the challenge seriously, which demonstrated to me that the Holy Spirit 

was working even after the project was completed. This challenge allowed the students to 

strive to reach people, especially after the intensive training concluded. 

The third strength of the project was the structure of the event. As students were 

being trained throughout the week, they were assigned to four different mission sites where 

they were to practice the training they received. This demonstrated an “on-the-job” 

approach to their training. If they had not gone out to mission sites during the evangelism 

training, they would have had a more difficult time learning to share the gospel. Students 

having the opportunity to share the gospel as they were being trained positively impacted 

their confidence to the point that as they finished the training they were more active in 

sharing their faith. EEI strongly believes that evangelism is more caught than taught, and 

this “on-the-job” training experience heavily impacted the students.  

After seeing the results of the training, I was encouraged that this training will 

equip high school students to effectively and properly lead someone to salvation through 

Jesus Christ. 

Weaknesses of the Project 

While this project had many strengths, it also had several weaknesses. The first 

weakness was that the students who received the evangelism training are not directly my 

students. Since I work for EEI and not CCC, I came into the implementation of this project 

without ever meeting the students that I was training. I did get to know them throughout 

the week, but if I had a relationship of some sort beforehand with the students, they would 

have trusted me more easily and quicker. Another reason this is a weakness of this project 
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is that I will not get to witness the continued impact this training will have on the students 

since I am no longer in contact with CCS. The student’s pastor has kept me updated, but I 

do not directly communicate with them since I am not their pastor. 

The second weakness of this project was that it did not provide a clear gospel 

outline for the students to share within a gospel conversation. While canned gospel 

presentations can be an issue in evangelistic efforts, having some guide for the witness 

can go a long way in gospel conversations. The eight units that were taught equipped 

students with evangelism in many ways, but I do not think it equipped them with 

something they could remember long term as a blueprint for sharing the gospel. The 

expert panel did not catch this weakness; it was more of a personal observation I walked 

away with after the training was completed. The students were trained in evangelism, but 

I will not know if the training had a lasting impact and will continue to be used by the 

students because of the lack of a clear gospel outline for students to follow. 

The third weakness of this project was the adult leaders serving throughout the 

intensive one-week training. They were not prepared in advance with evangelism training, 

so as they brought students to the mission sites, they did not have a clear direction on how 

to lead the students or assist them when gospel conversations transpired. The adult leaders 

were a monumental help throughout the entire week, but when it came to the effectiveness 

of sharing the gospel, it would have been beneficial if they had been trained in advance 

with the curriculum to help support the training the students were receiving throughout 

the week. This weakness somewhat overlaps with the first mentioned weakness because I 

did not have a relationship or connection with the adult leaders either. While the training 

was excellent overall, the project would have been even stronger if it had been 

implemented at a church with which I was familiar. 

Despite the weaknesses I observed in this project, I believe this project honored 

and glorified God. 
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What I Would Do Differently 

If I were to do this project again, I would do two things differently. The first 

thing would be to equip the students with evangelism before taking them to mission sites. 

While one of the greatest strengths of this project was “on-the-job training,” the students 

did not effectively share the gospel the first day they went to their mission sites. If the 

students had some training before the first day, they would have had more successful 

gospel conversations. It almost seemed as if the students were only at the mission sites to 

do service projects on that first day because they did not know how to share their faith. 

Therefore, I would provide a brief training before sending students to mission sites or 

have them go to the mission sites a day or two after the training begins.  

The second thing I would do differently is implement the project at a church 

that is either my home church or one I am a pastor of. I feel that I would have experienced 

a more significant impact from this project if I had a relationship before and after the 

training was implemented. Also, if the evangelism training had been done at a church that 

I was familiar with, it likely would not have had to be completed in one-week intensive 

training and could have been done in an eight-week format.  

While I could have done many things differently, I am overly satisfied with the 

results of the project. It has informed EEI as we create an evangelistic tool and curriculum 

to effectively train high school students.  

Theological Reflections 

Throughout the process of this project, I learned many great things about God, 

his Word, and his church. The project challenged me in great ways to become more 

evangelistic and see the fruit of providing an effective equipping method to people within 

the church. Being a pastor and minister who has a formal education, I have learned and 

gained knowledge about who God is. This project helped me experience God on a more 

personal level and not just an intellectual level. The thorough research conducted in chapter 

2 helped me see God through a different lens and see him as more of a relational God. This 
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project allowed me to testify that God truly does desire a personal relationship with his 

creation, and it does not matter how challenging a person’s life has been. God is 

compassionate about his creation, and this project helped me to internalize that truth. I 

also learned that God uses undeserving people like me for his own glory. In many ways, I 

could have delayed or forfeited this project because of my weaknesses and insecurities, 

but after seeing the project results, I am humbled to know that God used a person like me. 

Despite who we are and despite our past, God is willing to use us in any way we are willing 

for his glory. I highlighted this truth in this project with three individuals who demonstrated 

that, too: Peter, James, and Paul.  

I learned through this project more about God’s Word and how it is incredible. 

While this project focused on the Great Commission throughout the Gospels, it also 

focused heavily on 1 Corinthians 15:1–11. This passage has revolutionized my life as I 

exegeted it thoroughly and was able to connect biblical truth from these eleven verses to 

the curriculum. This passage also allowed me to go to the Gospels of Jesus Christ, the 

book of Acts, and several letters recorded in the New Testament. I was able to thoroughly 

examine and enjoy learning more about the Holy Bible as a historical document and how 

fascinating it is. This project influenced me to explore the Scriptures in a way that I have 

not done before, and as a result, I see a deeper truth interwoven within God’s Word. I 

wrestled with many key evidential truths of the Christian faith, which resulted in me being 

able to help create a defense of my own faith. This project assisted me in becoming even 

more sure of my salvation. 

This project taught me more about God’s church and how the Great Commission 

is for everyone. There is a harmful mentality within laypersons to depend on the 

professionals of ministry to be the ones sharing the gospel, but as I exegeted the Great 

Commission, it became a burden for me to inform the entire church that evangelism is 

crucial for all. I learned that most of the church, not just high school students, 

misunderstand evangelism and what it means for their lives. This project helped me 
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become a better minister of God’s kingdom because as I go forward in ministry, I do not 

want to neglect the equipping of the saints within my church. The church has a great need 

to be discipled in evangelism, and this realization has revolutionized how I am to pastor 

God’s church. 

This project immensely impacted me as a minister, and I am eternally grateful. 

It allowed me to sense a deeper connection and calling to God and to be effective for his 

kingdom here on earth. 

Personal Reflections 

This project helped me learn a lot about myself and who I am as a minister. 

Two things significantly stick out to me. The first thing I learned about myself is that I 

have a testimony worth sharing. By digging into the testimony development of this project, 

I realized that my story has significance. By seeing the three testimonies highlighted in 

this project, I learned the power of vulnerability and authenticity. It encouraged me that 

as I encounter spiritually lost people by being vulnerable, I am building a bridge of trust 

with the person I am sharing with. As a young minister, I used to think that my testimony 

was unimportant and that I should only point people to Jesus Christ. This project helped 

me realize how powerful a tool my testimony can be within evangelism.  

The second thing this project taught me as a minister is the need to understand 

the generation I lead. I was in youth ministry for fourteen years before taking on this 

project and working with EEI. Throughout the fourteen years of youth ministry and six 

years of pastoral ministry, I do not recall ever really digging into learning more about the 

generations I was shepherding. This project dealt with a massive amount of research that 

is directly related to Generation Z. The research I engaged in gave me a newfound 

perspective that made me consider that I could have been even more impactful in youth 

ministry if I had taken the time to research Generation Z and what they thought about 

spiritual matters. Now that I have engaged in such research, it will shape me to continue 

surrounding myself with proper research to be more effective as a minister. 
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The insight, experience, and wisdom I gained from this project have been a 

powerful stepping stone for my pastoral calling. I will never be disappointed in myself 

for challenging myself and taking the time to pursue this ministry project. What I gained 

is something that cannot be purchased. 

Conclusion 

The purpose of this project was to equip high school students in evangelism. 

This project fulfilled three primary goals, all of which were successfully met. This project 

had many great strengths along with weaknesses. There were things I learned along the 

way that I would have done differently if I had been given the chance to do so. However, 

this project has transformed the way I view God, myself, and how I minister. Because of 

this project, I have witnessed the importance of equipping laypersons in evangelism. While 

this project focused on high school students, I am committing my pastoral calling to equip 

any laypersons whom God calls me to shepherd. It is not for my glory; I get no glory in it 

at all. It is all for the glory of Jesus Christ and to make his gospel known to all of creation. 

God has called all of all believers to be ministers of reconciliation and wants to use us to 

help reconcile spiritually lost people back to him by leading them to Jesus Christ. One 

thing I yearn to hear in my calling is the words Jesus spoke in his parable of the talents, 

“Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 

over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matt 25:21). 
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APPENDIX 1 

YOUTH WORKER SURVEY 

The following research instrument is the Youth Worker Survey. This survey 

was for the youth workers who voluntarily participated in a consultation for the purposes 

of this ministry project. This consultation involved sixteen youth workers who have held 

influence in youth ministry and represent different cultural and denominational 

backgrounds. The survey consists of four parts: the participant agreement survey, a panel 

survey of questions to be answered in the Likert Scale, questions for the youth workers to 

write in a response, and a list of interview style questions that were asked as part of 

verbal discussion amongst the group.  
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Youth Worker Consultation Assessment 

Agreement to Participate: 
Evangelism Explosion International is committed to providing efficient 

evangelism resources and tools to effectively equip laypersons in the church. The 
ministry has many types of curricula that focus and target specific groups. However, the 
ministry does not have a curriculum that is reaching and equipping high school students. 
With this in mind, Evangelism Explosion International is conducting field research by 
consulting influential youth workers. The research discovered will be used to direct the 
ministry in the direction they ought to go. This research will go towards the development 
and implementation of a high school curriculum that equips high school students in 
evangelism at Chets Creek Church. 

Kevin Rariden will be conducting this research under the direction of the 
Professional Doctoral Studies office at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. The 
answers and responses that you provide will be confidential; and at no time will your 
name be reported or identified with your responses. Your participation in this assessment 
is voluntary, and you are free to withdraw from this study at any time. By completing the 
assessment and checking the appropriate box below, you as a participant are giving 
consent for the use of your responses in this research. 

 
Name______________________  
 
[ ] I agree to participate [ ] I do not agree to participate 
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Directions: Answer the following questions by placing a check mark in the box that most 
closely represents your current practices or beliefs. 
 
The scale is as follows:  
SD = Strongly Disagree, D = Disagree, DS = Disagree Somewhat,  
AS = Agree Somewhat, A = Agree, SA = Strongly Agree. 
 

Statement SD D DS AS A SA 
1. It is important that high school students are 

actively sharing their faith.       

2. Scripture memorization is essential to knowing 
verses well enough to share with others.       

3. There is currently a noticeable disengagement of 
high school students being active in church.       

4. The reason high school students leave the church 
after they graduate is because they are not 
grounded in their faith. 

      

5. The typical high school Christian does not know 
how to communicate the gospel.       

6. I believe that equipping students with evangelism 
will increase the depth of their spiritual walks.       

7. The church does a great job at teaching 
laypersons how to evangelize.       

8. Discipleship needs to have a component of 
evangelism training.       

9. One way believers grow in their faith is by 
actively sharing their faith.       

10. High school students experience fear when they 
are sharing the gospel.       

11. High school students do not take the Great 
Commission seriously in their life.       

12. The average Christian knows how to lead 
somebody to Jesus Christ.       

13. Most Christians depend on their pastor to 
evangelize, which results in them not doing it.       

14. “On the job training” is the best approach to 
teaching somebody how to do something 
effectively.  

      

15. The approach on how I train high school students 
in evangelism needs to change because what I 
currently am doing is not working. 
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Directions: Please provide a written response to the following questions: 

16. What methods have you found effective in teaching your high school students to 
evangelize? 

17. What differences have you noticed in the younger generation of today compared to 
the younger generation that has graduated over the last five years? 

18. What kind of resources would you desire to have in an evangelism training 
curriculum? 

19. In your experience with curricula, what were some components that you felt made the 
curriculum work effectively? Was there any component that you felt made the 
curriculum work not as well? 

20. What kind of illustrations do you think today’s young adults would resonate with in 
order to make the gospel make sense to them? 

21. How does your church go about training their laypersons in evangelism? What 
pedagogy is used? 

Interview Style Questions Listed Below 
Note: Questions below will be asked amongst the group to be discussed verbally. 

22. What kind of illustrations and passages are your students interested towards? 

23. What identity struggles are your students facing today? 

24. What is shaping and influencing the identity of your students? 

25. How do you teach identity in Christ to your students? 

26. What is your best practice of discipling students? What method has not worked? 

27. What is your goal when you disciple your students? 

28. What success have you had with students keeping their faith after they graduate from 
your program? 

29. What kind of emotions do your students experience when they evangelize? How do 
you pastor them through those emotions? 

30. How do you prepare your students to be able to defend what they believe? 

31. What questions are your students asking when it comes to faith? What questions are 
they being encountered with from their friends? 

32. What are the noticeable differences in your student ministry after the pandemic? 



   

99 

33. Are your students asking different faith questions now than before the pandemic? If 
so, what are the questions they are asking? 

34. How do you reach students today who are not yet in your youth program? 

35. What have you experienced that draws students into faith conversations? 

36. What issues are most important to your students today? 
1. How do you encourage students to engage in and practice spiritual disciplines? 

37. How do you equip your students on how to effectively share their personal 
testimony? 

38. What types of technology are being used by your students? 

39. What types of systems and structures does your youth ministry have? 

40. What do you think student ministry is going to look like in five, ten, and fifteen 
years? 
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APPENDIX 2 

EVANGELISM TRAINING CURRICULUM 
EVALUATION 

The following evaluation was sent to an expert panel of one EEI ministry 

partner, one seminary professor in evangelism, and five local church youth pastors. This 

panel evaluated the developed curriculum to ensure the use of sound doctrine, appropriate 

scope and sequence, and the implementation of pedagogy methods.   
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 Name of Evaluator: ______________________________ Date: __________________ 
Curriculum Evaluation Tool  

 1 = insufficient  2 = requires attention  3 = sufficient  4 = exemplary 
Criteria 1 2 3 4 Comments 

Biblical Accuracy 
Each lesson used sound doctrine 
of theology. 
 

     

Each lesson used proper 
interpretation of Scripture. 
 

     

Scope 
The content of the curriculum 
appropriately flowed from one 
point to another.  

     

The curriculum sufficiently 
covered tools for evangelism 
training.  

     

The curriculum focused on the 
development of evangelism. 
 

     

Pedagogy 
Each lesson focuses on the 
designed topic clearly. 
 

     

Each lesson allows for 
participants to be interactive. 
 

     

Practicality 
The curriculum clearly details 
how to be equipped in 
evangelism. 

     

At the end of the course, 
participants will be able to 
effectively share their faith. 

     

Other comments: 
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APPENDIX 3 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT EVANGELISM SURVEY 
AND ASSESSMENT 

The following research instrument is the High School Student Evangelism 

Survey and Assessment. This was provided to participating high school students from 

Chets Creek Church to be completed with consent from a parent/guardian. The survey 

was completed twice—both before and after the evangelism training. Participants created 

a unique four-digit code to prevent their personal identity from being revealed. This four-

digit code assisted in comparing pre- and post-survey data for analysis. The survey and 

assessment consisted of three parts: the participant agreement survey, a short response 

questionnaire, and statements to react to according to a six-point Likert Scale.  
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High School Evangelism Survey and Assessment 

Agreement to Participate 
You are being requested to give permission for a minor under your legal supervision to 
participate in a study designed to train high school students in evangelism. This research 
is being conducted by Kevin Rariden for purposes of collecting data to effectively equip 
high school students in evangelism for a ministry project, under the direction of the 
Professional Doctoral Studies office at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. In 
this research, the participant will create a four-digit code that will be unique to them as 
they complete the survey so that their participation will remain anonymous. The minor 
will be answering questions both before and after the discipleship training in evangelism. 
Any information provided will be held strictly confidential, and at no time will a person’s 
name be reported or a person’s name identified with his or her responses. Participation in 
this study is totally voluntary, and the person you are giving approval to participate in this 
study is free to withdraw from the study at any time. 
 
By signing your name below, you are giving informed consent for the designated minor 
to participate in this research if he or she desires. 
 
Participant Name _________________________________ Date ________ 
Parent/Guardian Name _________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________ 
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Directions: Create and use a four-digit code unique only to you, and to be used on both 
of the pre- and post-survey assessment.  
Respond the following statements by placing a check mark in the box that most closely 
represents your current practices or beliefs. On the next page are short-answer response 
questions. Answer questions as accurately and honestly as possible. 
 
Unique Four-Digit Code: _________________ 
 
The scale is as follows:  
SD = Strongly Disagree, D = Disagree, DS = Disagree Somewhat,  
AS = Agree Somewhat, A = Agree, SA = Strongly Agree. 
 

Statement SD D DS AS A SA 
1. I am confident that I know how to share my faith 

in Jesus Christ.       

2. The Bible commands that Christians share the 
gospel.       

3. I can identify at least ten lost people in my circles 
of influence.        

4. I am called to be a disciple-maker.       
5. Prayer is a strong component of evangelism.       
6. The Bible is trustworthy and true.       
7. I am confident that I could give a defense for my 

faith if needed.       

8. The resurrection of Christ has made a significant 
impact on my life.       

9. I have fears that hold me back from sharing my 
faith with the lost.       

10. Inviting people to church is a form of evangelism.       
11. My actions are enough for an unbeliever to see 

their need for Jesus.        

12. The Great Commission is for believers who have 
the spiritual gift of evangelism.       

13. The Holy Spirit is working within me when I am 
sharing the gospel.        

14. It is important to use real life illustrations when 
talking about faith.       

15. I am confident I can share my personal testimony 
with others.       
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16. What does it mean to be mentored and/or discipled? 

17. How would you define evangelism? 

18. What does the Great Commission mean to you? 

19. What barriers or obstacles would keep you from sharing your faith? 

20. Describe a time you had the opportunity to share your faith with someone but ended 
up not sharing because you felt ill-prepared. 
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APPENDIX 4 

EIGHT-UNIT EVANGELISM CURRICULUM 
TRAINING LESSON PLANS 

This appendix includes the eight-unit lesson plans that were implemented for 

the evangelism training that took place at Chets Creek Church. These eight lesson plans 

were submitted to an expert panel who evaluated them with a rubric. The rubric is found 

in appendix 2. These eight units were used to train the high school students. They consist 

of lesson objectives, a teaching outline, and then an activity for the students to participate 

in. 
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Unit 1: Equipping Effective Witnesses 
1 Corinthians 15:1–11 

 
Curriculum Note:  

• This first unit is intended to introduce a passage in Scripture that encapsulates the 
Gospel in such a way that it gives the lesson an opportunity to engage with other 
essential parts of Scripture. This lesson is to be taught as an introduction to a 
biblical basis to deliver to students in such a way that they can gain confidence in 
knowing the importance of evangelism, as well as the important things to 
communicate within a Gospel conversation. This first unit will introduce the 
passage that a majority of the evangelism training will surround, which is 1 
Corinthians 15:1–11. 

 
Lesson Objectives: 

à Students will comprehend what the Gospel is and what it means for their life 
à Students will discover the impact and importance of sin 
à Students will examine the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
à Students will internalize the appearances Jesus made after the resurrection 
à Students will produce essential talking points that they could have within a 

Gospel conversation with a lost person 
à Students will use communication as a means of sharing the Gospel 

 
Lesson Outline: 
I. Introduction—1 Corinthians 15:1 
 A. Reminders as an important help within our life 
 B. Ignoring and neglecting reminders can be dangerous 
 C. Illustration: Baking a cake and ignoring the time 
 D. Paul reminds the Corinthian church about the Gospel 
 E. Christians should be reminded of the good news and then share it with others 
 
II. Gospel Talking Points in Evangelism—1 Corinthians 15:1–10 
 A. What is the Gospel that Paul is reminding them of? (1 Corinthians 15:1) 
  1. The Gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ 
  2. Receiving good news should compel people to share it with others 
  3. If you aced an exam, that’s good news; who do you share it with? 
  4. The Gospel is the good news of salvation and forgiveness of sin 
 B. Importance of sin (1 Corinthians 15:3) 
  1. Everyone has sinned at least once in their life (Romans 3:23) 
  2. The only just penalty for sin is death (Romans 6:23) 
  3. Sin separates us from God and makes us unrighteous (Isaiah 59:2) 
 C. Jesus died and was buried (1 Corinthians 15:3) 
  1. Jesus’ death was a payment for our sins (Hebrews 9:22) 
  2. Significance of “It is finished” (John 19:30) 
  3. Jesus paid the penalty that we deserved 
 D. Jesus resurrected from the grave (1 Corinthians 15:4) 
  1. Importance of the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:14–17) 
  2. The event of the resurrection (Matthew 28:1–10) 
 E. Jesus’ appearance to many after the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:5–8) 
  1. Jesus appeared to the disciples (Luke 24:36–49) 
  2. Jesus and Peter’s interaction after the resurrection (John 21:15–19) 
  3. Eyewitness accounts bring substantial credibility to Christianity 
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III. Conclusion—1 Corinthians 15:11 
 A. We must share the good news so that others may believe (1 Corinthians 15:11) 
 B. Lost people need to understand: 

1. That they are sinners and cannot save themselves 
  2. That their sin has separated them from a holy God 
  3. That Jesus paid for our sins to reconcile us to God 
  4. That Jesus overcame the grave and is coming back again 
 C. Paul reminds us of this Gospel so that we can share it with others 
 
Activity: 

• After the completion of teaching this unit, students will form small groups to 
discuss the several points covered in the lesson. They will then role-play with one 
another, where one student will pretend they are a nonbeliever while the other 
student uses the Gospel talking points to help lead them through their 
conversation. This activity is intended for the student to become comfortable 
talking about spiritual things with a nonbeliever.  
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Unit 2: Foundations of the Christian Faith 
1 Corinthians 15:3–7 

 
Curriculum Note:  

• This second unit is intended to highlight the foundations of the Christian faith as 
they are spelled out simply by Paul in his letter to the church of Corinth. These 
foundational components of the Gospel will be taught in such a way as to equip 
the students with deeper knowledge and understanding of the Christian faith. 
While these important truths are mentioned in the above unit, it is important for 
the teens to spend a unit methodically going over these truths so that they can 
master points to cover within a Gospel conversation with a lost person. The 
students will be sharing the Gospel with others after the completion of this unit. 
The purpose of the repetition that is covered in this lesson is for the sole intention 
of student learning in an intensive one-week training. 

 
Lesson Objectives: 

à Students will become familiar with the important aspects of the Gospel 
à Students will examine the significance of the Gospel truths in regard to salvation 
à Students will have confidence in knowing how and why they have salvation, to 

the point where they can communicate it to others 
à Students will apply four truths of the Gospel in their conversations with others 

 
Lesson Outline: 
I. Introduction—1 Corinthians 15:3 
 A. What is most important to you in your life? 
 B. Important things take priority over many other things 
 C. Illustration: Importance of following directions when building furniture 
 D. Paul delivered to the Corinthian church the most important information of the 
Gospel 
 
II. Four Important Truths to Discuss in Evangelism—1 Corinthians 15:3–7 
 A. Jesus died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15:3) 
 1. Jesus explained to his disciples that his blood will be shed (Matthew 

26:26–28) 
  2. Jesus has authority to forgive sin (Matthew 9:1–6) 
 3. The sinlessness of Jesus is fundamental for our salvation (Hebrews 

4:15) 
  4. Jesus lived the perfect obedience required for salvation (Matthew 5:48) 
  5. Jesus’ sacrifice is perfect because He was sinless (1 John 2:2) 
 B. Jesus was buried after being crucified (1 Corinthians 15:4) 

1. Jesus’ burial verified that he was indeed dead (John 19:38–42) 
 C. Jesus was raised on the third day (1 Corinthians 15:4) 
  1. The event in which the resurrection occurred (Luke 24:1–12) 
 2. Jesus foretold of His resurrection before He was crucified (Matthew 

16:21–23) 
  3. Jesus overcame the grave by His resurrection because He is God 
  4. The resurrection allows for salvation to be possible only through Jesus 
 D. Christ then appeared to many (1 Corinthians 15:5) 
  1. The appearances give proof that the resurrection actually happened 
  2. This has become the testimony of many 
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III. Conclusion 
 A. Talking about these four truths in a Gospel conversation is crucial 
 B. If a lost person agrees to these truths, they should respond 
 C. Responding to the Gospel looks like calling a person to repentance and 
surrender 
 D. A person should not convert if they disagree with these four truths 
 
Activity:  

• After the completion of teaching this unit, students will get into small groups 
again, but this time they will be with different students. A small discussion will 
take place amongst the group to help them understand the four important truths 
discussed within the content. Students will then do a roleplay evangelism as they 
did before, being sure to talk about the four truths covered in the lesson.  

• Students will spend time in prayer for the evangelism that is about to take place in 
the community. 

• Students will go to locations within the community with a leader and attempt to 
engage with others to have Gospel conversations. 
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Unit 3: Testimony Development 
1 Corinthians 15:5–10 

Curriculum Note: 
• Now that the students have learned the foundations of the Christian faith, they 

will start to learn how to incorporate these truths into their personal testimony. 
The curriculum is designed to frontload the Gospel components in the first two 
lessons, and then the students will be trained to develop their testimony. 

 
Lesson Objectives: 

à Students will recognize three examples of a testimony that is found within 
Scripture 

à Students will examine their own experiences they have had before they were a 
Christian, the reason why they became a Christian, and how their life has changed 
since becoming a Christian 

à Students will develop their personal testimony to be shared within the context of 
evangelism 

à Students will apply their Christian testimony to Gospel conversations 
 
Lesson Outline: 
I. Introduction 
 A. Testimonies are intended to testify about something that has happened 
 B. Verified testimonies give substance to an undeniable truth 
 C. Illustration: Example of a testimony used as a helpful tool in evangelism 
 D. A testimony used in evangelism must clearly communicate the Gospel 
 
II. Three Significant Testimonies of the Gospel—1 Corinthians 15:5–10 
 A. Paul testifies that Jesus appeared to Peter (1 Corinthians 15:5) 
  1. Peter’s testimony 

a. Peter witnessed and experienced many great things as he was a 
direct disciple of Jesus. Peter ends up denying Jesus as it was 
predicted (John 18:15–18) 
b. Peter experiences the resurrected Christ (John 21:15–19) 
c. The appearance that Paul refers to clearly impacted Peter 
because he was forever changed after the resurrection appearance. 
Peter was used by the Holy Spirit to lead 3,000 to salvation in 
Jesus (Acts 2:14–41) 
d. Peter’s life displays a conversion story from a person who knew 
about Jesus but had not really lived for Him to a person fully 
committed to making Christ known 

 B. Paul testifies that Jesus appeared to James (1 Corinthians 15:7) 
  1. James’ testimony 
   a. James was skeptical of his half-brother Jesus (John 7:2–4) 
   b. James experiences the resurrected Christ (1 Corinthians 15:7) 
   c. James opens his letter as a servant of Jesus (James 1:1) 

d. James’ life displays a conversion story from a person who was 
filled with unbelief to a person who now identifies as a servant of 
the half-brother he once had doubts about 

 C. Paul testifies that Jesus appeared to him (1 Corinthians 15:8–10) 
  1. Paul’s testimony 

a. Paul was committed to ending the Gospel from advancing (Acts 
8:3) 

   b. Paul experienced the resurrected Jesus (Acts 9:1–19) 
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c. Paul was forever changed for the glory of Jesus and the 
advancement of the Gospel (Acts 9:19–22) 
d. Paul’s life displays a radical conversion story from a person who 
was nothing short of evil to a person who was committed to 
making Christ known 

 
III. Conclusion 
 A. Our testimonies can be identified to these three testimonies mentioned 
 B. When we share our testimony in evangelism we should talk about: 
  1. How our life was before we became a Christian 
  2. How/Why we came to Jesus for our eternal salvation 
  3. What Jesus has changed in us as a result of our conversion 

C. People love to hear personal stories, and this gives Christians a great 
opportunity to share what the Gospel has done in their life 
D. Vulnerability in your testimony is important for a nonbeliever. Your 
brokenness could be the very thing that allows a nonbeliever to see their need for 
Jesus 
E. Sharing our testimony is a great opportunity to testify about the Gospel to 
others 

 
Activity: 

• After completing this unit, students will examine their own personal testimony 
and briefly write it down in a format that is given to them. They will also receive 
pointers on how to formulate their story. Students will then practice sharing their 
testimony by incorporating the Gospel into it. 

• Students will go to locations within the community with a leader and attempt to 
engage with others to have Gospel conversations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



   

113 

Unit 4: Fulfilling the Great Commission 
Matthew 28:16–20 

 
Curriculum Note: 

• Now that the students have been trained in what they should share in a Gospel 
conversation, they will be trained with the biblical mandate of why they are to 
share the Gospel. The intention of this curriculum flow is to equip the students to 
share the Gospel early on in the training. It will be more beneficial for the 
students to know what to share before they are instructed as to why they are to 
share. 

 
Lesson Objectives: 

à Students will become aware of the Biblical basis for evangelism 
à Students will define what evangelism is by examining the Great Commission 
à Students will examine the Great Commission statements from the Gospel writers 
à Students will be convinced of sharing the Gospel as a part of their obedience to 

Christ 
à Students will pray about being used by the Holy Spirit while having a Gospel 

conversation 
 
Lesson Outline: 
I. Introduction 
 A. Importance of things that are merely suggestions 
 B. Importance of things that are purely commands 
 C. Illustration: A child must obey what a parent commands 
 D. Jesus, before His ascension, gave believers a direct command that must be 
obeyed 
 E. The Great Commission is achieved through evangelism  
 
II. The Great Commission of Jesus Christ According to the Gospel Writers 
 A. The Great Commission according to Matthew (Matthew 28:18–20) 
  1. Clear instruction that Jesus gave to the disciples 
  2. The commission implies that believers must teach others about Jesus 
  3. People need to be taught what it means to obey Christ’s commands 
  4. Understand that all authority has been given to Jesus 
  5. Jesus transferred this responsibility to the disciples to carry out 
  6. Jesus gives believers great confidence that He will be with them 
 B. The Great Commission according to Mark (Mark 16:15–16) 

1. These verses stress the idea that the Gospel is to be preached to all of 
     creation 

  2. The disciples are sent out into all of the world 
  3. The Gospel is not restricted to just the Jewish people but is for all people 
 C. The Great Commission according to Luke (Luke 24:44–49) 
  1. Jesus emphasizes the validity of His resurrection 
  2. Jesus emphasizes the validity of forgiveness and redemption 
  3. Jesus had to suffer according to what Scripture has anticipated 
  4. Prophecy was fulfilled through Jesus in a major way 
 D. The Great Commission according to John (John 20:21) 
  1. Disciples are sent on a mission 
  2. Christ’s mission continues with the disciples’ ministry and beyond 
  3. It is not a harsh assignment, and as we go, we will have the Holy Spirit 
                            with us 
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III. Conclusion 
 A. There is a seriousness to following Jesus. It involves us communicating our faith 
 B. Defining evangelism: 

1. The compassionate sharing of the good news of Jesus Christ with lost 
people, in the power of the Holy Spirit, for the purpose of bringing them to 
Christ as Savior and Lord, that they, in turn, might share him with others. 
(Dr. Beougher) 

 C. Evangelism must be covered with and surrounded by prayer 
 D. The Holy Spirit has a big role in evangelism  
 E. The Holy Spirit brings lost people to Jesus as their Lord and Savior through 
                 evangelism 
 
Activity: 

• Students will discuss the significance and importance of the Great Commission 
amongst their small group. They will also prepare to go into the community to 
have Gospel conversations after they spend time in prayer, seeking the Holy 
Spirit. 

• Students will go to locations within the community with a leader and attempt to 
engage with others to have Gospel conversations. 
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Unit 5: Confronting Barriers and Misconceptions 
Various Passages 

 
Curriculum Note: 

• This unit is designed to help students gain a healthy view and understanding of 
what evangelism is while also addressing several hindrances that hold people 
back from sharing the Gospel. The unit will also address several misconceptions 
amongst Generation Z. Now that teens are equipped with a biblical basis of 
evangelism, testimony development, and essential truths of the Gospel, it is 
important that this unit covers beneficial factors that will help teens become 
effective in their witnessing.  

 
Lesson Objectives: 

à Students will identify common barriers and misconceptions that hinder Gospel 
advancement 

à Students will become aware of popular misconceptions that Christian teens like 
them have in views of evangelism 

à Students will examine Biblical truths in response to the things that hinder the 
spread of the Gospel 

à Students will internalize the things that personally hinder them from sharing the 
Gospel and apply encouragement to help them overcome those barriers 

 
Lesson Outline: 
I. Introduction 
 A. Reality of obstacles/barriers that hold people back from doing specific things 
 B. Personal story: Time when a coach hindered me from continuing my athletic 
                 career 
 C. Illustration: Misunderstanding truth yields incorrect results—building furniture 

D. Misunderstanding evangelism and not addressing barriers can hinder Gospel 
advancement 

 
II. Common Misconceptions & Barriers to Evangelism 
 A. Confronting common misconceptions about evangelism: 
  1. Letting actions speak rather than words 
   a. Your actions or good deeds do not convey the Gospel  
   b. If people see your actions closely, they will see your sin 
   c. Your actions do not imply a “Christian” message to everyone 
   d. Preaching Christ is crucial in evangelism 
  2. Inviting someone to attend a church service 
   a. Evangelism is not a job to be delegated to your pastor 
   b. A church service can lead a person to Christ, but so can you 
   c. The Great Commission is for every believer, not just the 
                                        specialists 
  3. It is wrong to share one’s personal beliefs 
   a. This mindset will hinder the advancement of the Gospel 
   b. This mindset comes from the view of imposing one’s view onto 
                                         others 
   c. The Gospel is not merely an opinion, but rather, it is a fact 

B. Several fears prevent people from sharing their faith (2 Timothy 1:7) 
  1. Fears that people experience while sharing the Gospel: 
   a. Rejection 
   b. Ridicule 
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   c. Failure 
   d. Hypocrisy 
   e. Lack of education 
   f. Inability to handle objections 
   g. Unworthiness  
  2. Encouragement to help overcome these fears is vital 
   a. God has not given us a spirit of fear 
   b. God will be with us in every Gospel conversation 
   c. We are to be Christ’s witnesses of His Gospel 
 C. Apathy prevents people from sharing their faith (Matthew 9:35–38) 
  1. Viewing lost people in the reality that hell is their destination 
  2. Jesus was moved with compassion towards those who without a shepherd 
  3. Believers should see that sharing the Gospel is the greatest love we can 
                            give 
 D. Isolation from non-believers prevents people from sharing their faith (John 
                 17:14–19) 
  1. If we are not involved with the lost, we likely will never reach the lost 
  2. We are here on this earth to proclaim Christ until we cannot 
  3. Getting involved in things helps us rub shoulders with those who need 
                            Christ 
  4. We cannot be conformed to the world but must display and preach Christ  
                            to the world 
 
III. Conclusion 
 A. Having a proper understanding of the Gospel and what it means for others is  
                 crucial 
 B. A potential surge in advancing the Gospel could take place if we overcome  
                 barriers 
 C. Overcoming the things that hinder us will greatly benefit Gospel conversations 

D. We are called to be disciple-makers, and that cannot be done if we are not  
     sharing the Gospel 

 
Activity: 

• Students will gather in small groups and openly discuss some of their fears, 
attitudes, and views about evangelism. 

• Students will go to locations within the community with a leader and attempt to 
engage with others to have Gospel conversations. 
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Unit 6: Evidential Truths of the Christian Faith 
1 Corinthians 15:3–5 

 
Curriculum Note: 

• This unit will look at several evidential truths of the Christian faith that will 
empower a student in such a way that they are equipped with a proper defense of 
their faith if they ever need it. Also, according to the suggestive research, many 
claimed Christian teenagers do not believe in the truthfulness of the Christian 
faith. This unit will equip the students with credible evidence that can empower 
their faith as well as equip them with important knowledge of the Christian faith.  

 
Lesson Objectives: 

à Students will become familiar with crucial evidential truths of the Christian faith 
à Students will recognize prophecies that have been fulfilled through Jesus 
à Students will examine factual evidences that affirm their Christian convictions 
à Students will have confidence in handling possible objections while sharing their 

faith 
à Students will be able to use the evidence of the Christian faith as a way to respond 

to nonbelievers who have doubts in regards to Christianity 
à Students will recognize that their own life points to the evidence of the Christian 

faith 
 
Lesson Outline: 
I. Introduction 
 A. Evidence reveals undeniable truth 
 B. Illustration: Finding who ate all the peanut butter, and it is smeared on one’s face 
 C. Facing the facts helps people know what is really trustworthy and true 
 D. Paul highlights key principles of the Gospel that contain undeniable truth 
 
II. Dealing with the Evidential Truths of the Christian Faith—1 Corinthians 15:3–5 
 A. Dealing with the fact that Jesus really was crucified (1 Corinthians 15:3) 
  1. The event of the crucifixion (Matthew 27: 24–56) 
  2. The significance of the crucifixion: 
   a. Fulfilled prophecy (Isaiah 53:4–5 & Psalm 22) 
   b. Grace from God that mankind rightly deserved (Exodus 34:7) 
   c. Jesus restores us back to God through faith (Ephesians 2:4–5) 
 B. Dealing with the fact that Jesus really was buried (1 Corinthians 15:4) 
  1. The event of the burial (Matthew 27: 57–66) 
  2. The significance of the burial: 
   a. Fulfilled prophecy (Isaiah 53:9) 
   b. A burial place is only for the dead, not the living 
   c. Jesus was dead, and the burial proves that fact 
 C. Dealing with the fact that Jesus really was resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:5) 
  1. The event of the resurrection (Matthew 28:1–10) 
  2. The significance of the resurrection: 
   a. Fulfilled prophecy (Matthew 20:17–29 & Psalm 16:8–11) 
   b. The resurrection is vital to Christianity 
   c. If Christ had not been raised from the dead, we would still be  
                                        dead in sin 
   d. Other religions have a leader who never overcame the grave 
   e. Sin is removed and has lost its sting because of the resurrection 
 D. Dealing with the fact that prophecy was fulfilled in major ways 
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  1. Jesus fulfilled many prophecies that had been given in the Old Testament 
  2. Isaiah’s prophecy was written over 700 years before Jesus came to earth 

3. The Old Testament prophecies are too accurately in line with the events  
    surrounding Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection to say they aren’t truth 

 E. Dealing with additional truths of the Gospel: 
  1. Eyewitness accounts whose life was evidentially changed (Paul, James,  
                            Peter) 
  2. Women were recorded as the first witnesses of the resurrection 
  3. Disciples were willing to die for what they knew was true 
   a. Close look into how disciples were killed/martyred  
  4. A Christian’s testimony reveals the indwelling work of the Holy Spirit 
 
III. Conclusion 
 A. Knowing and believing these evidential truths can have great benefits: 
  1. The benefit of knowing the truth will affirm your faith in Christ 
  2. The benefit of knowing the truth will enhance your ability in apologetics 
  3. The benefit of knowing the truth will encourage you to proclaim 
 B. Addressing evidence to nonbelievers can help inspire them to believe in Christ 
 C. When someone is impressed with truth, they tend to respond in agreement 
 D. The Gospel holds much evidential truth that nonbelievers should be informed 
about 
 
Activity: 

• Students will discuss within a small group some of the objections they have faced 
and/or heard about in the context of evangelism. They will also discuss how such 
evidence could impact the direction of a Gospel conversation. 

• Students will go to locations within the community with a leader and attempt to 
engage with others to have Gospel conversations. 
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Unit 7: Identity in Christ 
Acts 1:8 

 
Curriculum Note: 

• This unit will remind the students about who they are as followers of Jesus Christ. 
Students live in a world where they are heavily impacted by what the world says 
about them and who they should be. This unit will train them to have a deeper 
understanding of who Jesus has called them to be and how they can be obedient to 
their calling.  

 
Lesson Objectives: 

à Students will identify what the Bible says about their identity in Christ 
à Students will become aware of what Jesus expects of them as they follow Him 
à Students will comprehend that as followers of Jesus, they are to be disciple-

makers 
à Students will be sensitive to becoming more purposeful in sharing the Gospel 

 
Lesson Outline: 
I. Introduction 
 A. Gaining an understanding of characteristics helps one to understand the structure 
 B. Believing something to be true can dictate one’s direction and course of action 

C. Illustration: Bubble Boy film, a son lived his life a certain way because of what  
    he was informed of by his mother 
D. Scripture is clear about who and whose we are in Christ, and that should dictate  
     how believers should live within this world 

 
II. Biblically Defining Identity in Christ 
 A. Believers are adopted as children of God (Galatians 4:3–7) 
  1. Called to serve Jesus 
  2. Called to obey His Word 
  3. Evangelism is a way to both serve Jesus and obey His Word 

B. Believers in Christ are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 1. Believers are not defined by their old life 
 2. Believers have been transformed by Jesus 
 3. Believers as “new creations” gives testimony to others in evangelism 
C. Believers are called to be witnesses of the Gospel (Acts 1:8) 
 1. Believers testify to what they have personally experienced with Christ 
 2. Believers witness to the truthfulness of what is being told 
 3. Jesus expects all believers to be witnesses of His Gospel 

 D. Believers are called to be disciple–makers (Matthew 28:18–20) 
  1. Evangelism is not an optional accessory in a believer’s life 
  2. Evangelism needs to be the heartbeat of all that believers 
  3. Being a disciple-maker is being obedient to what Jesus has commissioned 
  4. Being a disciple-maker helps evangelism to become a way of life 
 E. Believers have the indwelling Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
  1. A regenerated believer receives the indwelling of the Holy Spirit  
  2. The Holy Spirit is with believers always, especially in Gospel  
                             conversations 
  3. The Holy Spirit enables believers to share the love of Christ with others 
  4. The indwelling of the Holy Spirit comforts believers as they share the  
                           Gospel 
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III. Conclusion 
 A. Understanding what identity in Christ means is crucial in evangelism 
 B. The same power that raised Christ from the grave is the same power within  
                 believers 
 C. Because of who we are in Christ, we can proclaim the Gospel boldly to the lost 
 D. Understanding one’s identity in Christ allows for evangelism to be taken  
                 seriously 
 
Activity: 

• Students will discuss within their small groups what it means to be a disciple-
maker, as well as discuss the involvement of the Holy Spirit while sharing the 
Gospel. 

• Students will go to locations within the community with a leader and attempt to 
engage with others to have Gospel conversations. 
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Unit 8: Compassion for the Lost 
Matthew 9:36; Acts 1:8 

 
Curriculum Note: 

• As a close to the intensive training, this unit will equip the students to develop a 
love and compassion for lost people. The curriculum is designed this way so that 
after the training, the students can continue seeking Gospel conversation 
opportunities with others.  

 
Lesson Objectives: 

à Students will develop compassion for people who are without Jesus 
à Students will identify lost people in their own lives with who they can share the 

Gospel with 
à Students will commit to praying for the lost people in their life 
à Students will be determined to pursue a Gospel conversation with lost people in 

their life 
 
Lesson Outline: 
I. Introduction 
 A. Seeing people who are lost and without hope is depressing  
 B. Naturally when we see people hurting, we have an urge to want to help 
 C. Illustration: Hunger TV commercials that pull on our heartstrings  
 D. When we are moved with compassion, we have a desire to fill needs 
 
II. Compassion Promotes Action—Matthew 9:36; Acts 1:8 
 A. Jesus was moved to compassion when he saw crowds (Matthew 9:36) 
  1. Jesus was proclaiming the Gospel of the kingdom 
  2. Jesus was healing diseases and afflictions 
  3. Jesus saw them as if they were sheep without a shepherd 
 B. Jesus often would help people because he was moved with compassion 
  1. Jesus cleansed a person with leprosy (Mark 1:40–44) 
  2. Jesus healed two blind men (Matthew 20:29–34) 
  3. Jesus feeds the five thousand (Mark 6:30–44)  
 C. Believers should grow in compassion for the lost 
  1. Believers can see the lost as Jesus did, sheep without a shepherd 
  2. Jesus gave four concentric circles to the disciples to reach (Acts 1:8) 
   1. Believers today can discover their own circles from these four: 
    a. Jerusalem—People closest to us 
    b. Judea—People close to us 
    c. Samaria—People who are acquaintances  
    d. Ends of the earth—People we naturally encounter 
 D. When people experience compassion for something, action typically follows 
 
III. Conclusion 
 A. Every believer has people in their life that they can potentially reach 

B. Every believer has unique relationships with others that God could be 
depending on us to reach them within that relationship for the Gospel 
C. People generally trust a friend’s witness more than a stranger’s witness, but 
this does not mean that sharing the Gospel with strangers is pointless/unfruitful 

 D. God may be relying on you to reach people He has placed in your life 
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Activity: 
• Students will think through their circles of influence and identify lost people who 

they can potentially share the Gospel with.  
• Students will create a list of lost people in their lives that they can leave the 

evangelism training with. They will use this list as a guide to share the Gospel 
with people on their list while praying over the names they have identified. 

• Students will go to locations within the community with a leader and attempt to 
engage with others to have Gospel conversations. 
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APPENDIX 5 

YOUTH WORKER SURVEY RESPONSES 

The following appendix includes the responses gathered from youth workers 

who completed the Youth Worker Survey. This survey was for the youth workers who 

voluntarily participated in a consultation for the purposes of this ministry project. This 

consultation involved sixteen youth workers who have held influence in youth ministry 

and represent different cultural and denominational backgrounds. The survey consists of 

four parts: the participant agreement survey, a panel survey of questions to be answered 

in the Likert Scale, questions for the youth workers to write in a response, and a list of 

interview style questions that were asked as part of verbal discussion amongst the group. 

These are the answers of the group.  
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The scale is as follows:  
SD = Strongly Disagree, D = Disagree, DS = Disagree Somewhat,  
AS = Agree Somewhat, A = Agree, SA = Strongly Agree. 
 

Statement SD D DS AS A SA 
1. It is important that high school students are 

actively sharing their faith.     1 15 

2. Scripture memorization is essential to knowing 
verses well enough to share with others. 1   4 3 8 

3. There is currently a noticeable disengagement of 
high school students being active in church.   1 2 10 3 

4. The reason high school students leave the church 
after they graduate is because they are not 
grounded in their faith. 

 2 2 3 6 3 

5. The typical high school Christian does not know 
how to communicate the Gospel.    3 9 4 

6. I believe that equipping students with evangelism 
will increase the depth of their spiritual walks.     4 12 

7. The church does a great job of teaching 
laypersons how to evangelize. 3 5 5 3   

8. Discipleship needs to have a component of 
evangelism training.     3 13 

9. One way believers grow in their faith is by 
actively sharing their faith.    1 1 14 

10. High school students experience fear when they 
are sharing the Gospel.    3 6 7 

11. High school students do not take the Great 
Commission seriously in their life.  2 1 6 6 1 

12. The average Christian knows how to lead 
somebody to Jesus Christ. 1 5 5 4 1  

13. Most Christians depend on their pastor to 
evangelize, which results in them not doing it.    7 4 5 

14. “On-the-job training” is the best approach to 
teaching somebody how to do something 
effectively.  

  1 1 8 6 

15. The approach on how I train high school students 
in evangelism needs to change because what I 
currently am doing is not working. 

 2 3 2 5 4 
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APPENDIX 6 

CURRICULUM EVALUATION RESPONSES 

The following appendix includes the responses and mean scores collected from 

an expert panel consisting of one EEI ministry partner, one seminary professor in 

evangelism, and five local church youth pastors. This panel evaluated the developed 

curriculum using the rubric from appendix 2 to ensure the use of sound doctrine, 

appropriate scope and sequence, and the implementation of pedagogy methods. These are 

the answers of the group.  
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The mean score is the average of seven different critiques from the expert panel. 
 

Curriculum Evaluation Tool  
 1 = insufficient  2 = requires attention  3 = sufficient  4 = exemplary 

Criteria Mean Score 
Biblical Accuracy 
Each lesson used sound doctrine of theology. 
 

4.0 

Each lesson used a proper interpretation of Scripture. 
 

4.0 

Scope 
The content of the curriculum appropriately flowed from one point to 
another.  

3.7 

The curriculum sufficiently covered tools for evangelism training.  3.7 

The curriculum focused on the development of evangelism. 
 

4.0 

Pedagogy 
Each lesson focuses on the designed topic clearly. 
 

4.0 

Each lesson allows for participants to be interactive. 
 

3.7 

Practicality 
The curriculum clearly details how to be equipped in evangelism. 3.9 

At the end of the course, participants will be able to effectively share 
their faith. 

3.7 

 
Comments: 
“I look forward to implementing some, if not all, of these units with leaders and students 
in my ministry.” 
“I love that 1 Corinthians 15 is supported by Scripture, and each lesson points back to the 
passage.” 
“Great use of hands-on lessons.” 
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APPENDIX 7 

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT EVANGELISM  
PRE- AND POST-SURVEY RESULTS 

A survey was provided to participating high school students from Chets Creek 

Church to be completed with consent from a parent/guardian. The survey was completed 

twice—both before and after the evangelism training. The survey and assessment 

consisted of three parts: the participant agreement survey, a short response questionnaire, 

and statements to react to according to a six-point Likert Scale. These are the results from 

the group. 
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Table A1. Pre-survey results 

Participant Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Total 
0799 4 6 5 6 5 6 4 5 2 2 2 2 6 5 3 63 
1267 4 6 5 5 5 6 5 6 1 2 5 4 5 5 4 68 
0316 4 6 2 5 5 6 3 5 3 2 3 3 6 5 3 61 
1216 6 6 5 5 6 6 6 6 3 1 2 3 5 5 6 71 
4146 5 6 6 5 6 6 5 5 5 1 2 2 6 6 6 72 
6078 5 4 5 5 6 6 2 4 2 1 5 1 5 5 3 59 
2009 6 6 5 6 6 6 5 6 2 2 3 6 6 5 6 76 
4335 5 6 4 5 4 6 6 4 3 6 3 3 6 5 5 71 
3601 5 6 3 6 6 6 6 6 3 2 2 3 5 5 6 70 
1881 5 6 6 5 5 6 6 6 4 3 4 6 6 6 5 79 
9633 5 5 3 5 6 6 6 6 1 6 2 5 5 6 5 72 
1017 4 6 4 4 6 6 5 6 3 2 3 3 6 5 5 68 
7001 4 6 3 6 6 6 5 6 3 1 4 6 6 3 6 71 
8568 6 6 4 6 6 6 6 6 2 2 2 2 6 6 6 72 
1304 5 6 4 6 6 6 4 5 2 1 4 4 6 6 6 71 
0624 5 6 1 4 6 6 5 6 2 1 2 2 6 6 5 63 

Table A2. Post-survey results 

Participant Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q5 Q6 Q7 Q8 Q9 Q10 Q11 Q12 Q13 Q14 Q15 Total 
0799 5 6 5 6 6 6 5 5 5 1 3 2 6 6 3 70 
1267 5 6 6 5 6 6 6 6 4 1 2 6 5 5 6 75 
0316 5 6 4 6 6 6 5 6 4 1 2 2 6 6 3 68 
1216 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 1 2 6 6 5 6 80 
4146 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 90 
6078 6 6 6 5 6 6 4 6 4 2 3 6 6 6 4 76 
2009 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 3 4 6 6 5 6 84 
4335 6 6 5 5 6 6 6 6 5 1 3 1 6 6 5 73 
3601 6 6 6 6 6 6 5 6 4 5 6 6 6 5 6 85 
1881 6 6 2 6 5 6 6 6 4 5 4 6 6 5 6 79 
9633 5 6 3 6 6 6 6 6 4 5 5 6 6 4 5 79 
1017 4 6 3 5 6 6 4 6 6 4 5 4 6 5 4 74 
7001 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 90 
8568 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 2 2 4 4 6 6 6 78 
1304 5 6 6 6 6 6 5 6 5 4 6 6 6 6 5 84 
0624 6 6 4 6 6 6 6 6 3 5 5 3 6 6 6 80 
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Table A3. T-test: Paired two sample for means 

 Pre-Survey Total Post-Survey Total 
Mean 69.1875 79.0625 
Variance 28.69583333 41.2625 
Observations 16 16 
Pearson Correlation 0.518862633  
Hypothesized Mean 
Difference 

0  

df 15  
T stat –6.749425496  
P(T<=t) one-tail 0.00000326536  
t Critical one-tail 1.753050356  
P(T<=t) two-tail 6.53073E-06  
t Critical two-tail 2.131449546  
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ABSTRACT 

DEVELOPING A CURRICULUM FOR EVANGELISM  
EXPLOSION INTERNATIONAL TO TRAIN HIGH  

SCHOOL STUDENTS AT CHETS CREEK  
CHURCH IN JACKSONVILLE,  

FLORIDA 

Kevin Gene Wilson Rariden, DMin 
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2025 
Faculty Supervisor: Dr. Timothy K. Beougher 

The purpose of this project was to develop a curriculum for Evangelism 

Explosion International to train the high school students in evangelism at Chets Creek 

Church in Jacksonville, Florida. Chapter 1 describes the context, rationale, and purpose, 

goals, and research methodology to complete the project. Chapter 2 highlights the biblical 

and theological basis that examines the Great Commission and the foundational beliefs 

for equipping effective witnesses. Chapter 3 presents the theoretical and practical issues 

of evangelism training and focuses on the meaning of evangelism, discipleship, identity 

in Christ, testimony development, and evidential truths of the Christian faith. Chapter 4 

details the implementation of the developed curriculum. Chapter 5 evaluates the 

effectiveness of the project and includes theological and personal reflections regarding 

the entirety of the project.   
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